MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN

WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL (WHBC)
AND

HERTFORDSHIRE LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP (HLEP)
1

Introduction

1.1

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been prepared jointly by Welwyn
Hatfield Borough Council (WHBC) and the Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership
(HLEP).

1.2

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been prepared under the Duty to CoOperate requirements contained in the Localism Act 2011. It provides a position
statement on the extent of co-operation and understanding in respect of the
preparation of the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan. The MoU is intended to set out the
position of both organisations and be updated if required through the lifetime of the
plan.

1.3

The MoU is intended to highlight the extent of agreement on strategic matters and on
co-operation and co-working in a number of areas. It is a shared objective of both the
Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (HLEP) and Welwyn Hatfield Borough
Council (WHBC) to facilitate the timely progression of sound local plans towards
adoption in accordance with legislation. This MoU will form part of the evidence base
for the Examination of the Local Plan.

2

Areas of Joint Working

2.1 It is acknowledged that the two organisations currently work together in a positive way in
a number of areas and that this working relationship has been ongoing since the HLEP
was formed in 2011. Both organisations are members of a number of bodies or
partnerships including the Hatfield Renewal Partnership, Hertfordshire Infrastructure and
Planning Panel (HIPP), the A1 consortium and A414 group.
2.2 It is further acknowledged that both organisations broadly support the aims and
objectives of the other. HLEP’s strategic priorities are set out in their Strategic Economic
Plan and WHBC broadly support this.
2.3 WHBC’s strategic priorities in terms of future growth and development are set out in the
Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan 2013-32 which is the subject of this MoU.
2.4 Both bodies acknowledge that there has been ongoing discussion and co-operation
throughout the preparation of the Local Plan including meetings and consultation, and
that HLEP formally responded to the consultation on the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan
Proposed Submission (August 2016).

2.5 Both bodies agree that the Duty to Co-Operate requirements, set out in the Localism Act
2011, have been met. HELP agree that the Local Plan is sound but had raised a range of
issues and comments as part of the consultation which are clarified as part of this MoU.

3

Detailed Matters

3.1 The detailed memorandum covers those strategic issues raised by the HLEP
consultation response dated 20th October 2016 to the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan
Proposed Submission (August 2016). It is agreed by both bodies that the matters have
been adequately addressed.
3.2 Policy SP2 – Targets for Growth. WHBC and HLEP agree that the targets contained in
the Local Plan are appropriate and correct. Both parties note infrastructure constraints
and support the idea of an early review of the Local Plan.
3.3 Policy SP3 – Settlement Strategy and Green Belt Boundary. WHBC and HLEP agree
that planning for any kind of large new settlement is a long term aspiration which must be
considered in a Hertfordshire-wide context, so is not solely the responsibility of one
Borough or District. As such it is a possible opportunity for growth in Hertfordshire post2031 so is not a matter for this Local Plan.
3.4 Policies SP4, SADM2 and SADM4 – Transport and Travel. HLEP support the approach
taken in the Local Plan and will continue to work with WHBC, Hertfordshire County
Council and others through the A1 consortium, A414 group and other groups as
appropriate to address identified capacity issues along corridors. Both parties agree that
the Hertfordshire Transport Vision 2050 and Local Transport Plan are appropriate
mechanisms to identify solutions.
3.5 Policy SP13 – Infrastructure Delivery. WHBC and HLEP agree that the delivery of
infrastructure in advance of, or alongside, development is vital and that partnership
working between various organisations is essential to ensure timely delivery of
infrastructure. HLEP confirm that there may be opportunities for them to become
involved in the delivery of sites, for example, through providing funding opportunities if
there are difficulties in delivering infrastructure which is necessary for a site to be
developed. Such matters will be kept under review and any sites where there may be a
need for HLEP involvement will form the basis of early discussion between both parties
3.6 Policy SP18 – North East of Welwyn Garden City. HLEP confirm that the representation
on this issue made in their submission has been withdrawn.
3.7 Policy SP21 – University of Hertfordshire. HLEP support the approach taken in the
Local Plan and acknowledge that Science Park provision for the area will be on another
site close by, Marshmoor (SDS7). HLEP confirm that they are happy to work with
WHBC on the delivery of this site if required.
3.8 Policy SP24 – New village at Symondshyde. WHBC and HLEP agree that the scale of
this proposed new village is appropriate and in keeping with other villages in
Hertfordshire.
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