
Heritage Impact 
Assessment

Symondshyde  
Draft Site Allocation
July 2017



© Copyright 2017. All worldwide rights 

reserved. No part of this publication may 

be reproduced, stored in a retreval system 

or transmitted in any form by any other 

means whatsoever: i.e. photocopy, electronic, 

mechanical recording or otherwise without the 

prior written permission of the copyright holder.

Any enquiries should be directed to: 

Montagu Evans LLP

5 Bolton Street

London

W1J 8BA.

Tel: +44 (0)20 7439 4002

Fax: +44 (0)20 7312 7548

All Ordnance Survey Plans are  

© Crown Copyright. All rights reserved.  

Licence Number: 100007624



CONTENTS

1.0 INTRODUCTION  6
The Emerging Allocation
Findings

2.0 LEGISLATION AND POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 12
Statutory Provision, Case Law, and National Guidance
Development Plan
Material Considerations

3.0 THE SITE AND SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE  16
Summary History
Symondshyde Farmhouse 
Assessment of the Proposed Allocation

4.0 BROCKET HALL ESTATE 26
Brocket Hall Summary 
Brocket Hall Landscape: Estate Plans and Evolution of the Historic 
Landscape
Significance 
Setting
Assessment

5.0 LEMSFORD 36
Summary development
Assessment 

6.0 CONCLUSION 42

APPENDICIES

01: HERITAGE ASSET MAP  43

02: LIST DESCRIPTIONS  45

03: ILLUSTRATIVE MASTERPLAN MATERIAL 75

04: LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION STUDY  81



iv

© Montagu Evans LLP 2017 | Symondshyde Draft Site Allocation

INTrOduCTION



Introduction

1.0 
// SymONdSHydE drAFT SITE ALLOCATION

1.0 



6

© Montagu Evans LLP 2017 | Symondshyde Draft Site Allocation

INTrOduCTION

1.0	 	

1.1 

1.2 

	

	

1.3 

1.4 

	

1.5 

	

INTRODUCTION

Montagu Evans has been instructed by Gascoyne Cecil Estates to 
undertake the following assessment in relation to land at Symondshyde, 
Hertfordshire (‘the site’). This report, which examines the key heritage 
considerations pertinent to the site, is designed to inform discussions 
relating to Policy SP24 of the emerging Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan, 
which allocates land for a New Village at Symondshyde.

The site, which is being promoted by Gascoyne Cecil Estates for 
development as a new self-contained ‘model’ village, has been
allocated in the draft Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan (Regulation 19) for
a new village comprising 1138 dwellings and other related uses. It is 
located to the northwest of Hatfield and is in proximity to the urban 
centres of Hatfield and Welwyn Garden City (Figure 1.1). It comprises 
56ha of agricultural land, and incorporates a grade II listed building, 
Symondshyde Farmhouse (Figure 1.2).

The site is positioned c.1km to the west of land at Stanborough,
which is being promoted by the Estate in cooperation with CEMEX
as a new neighbourhood to the northwest of Hatfield (referred to as 
Stanboroughbury). The proposed allocation at Stanboroughbury is 
subject to a separate heritage impact assessment (July 2017) prepared 
by Montagu Evans on behalf of the Estate.

Approximately one kilometre from the northern boundary of the site
lies the grade II registered landscape of Brocket Park, which surrounds 
the grade I listed Brocket Hall and contains a number of other listed 
structures. The village of Lemsford, which contains 12 grade II listed 
buildings and structures, is located adjacent to the eastern boundary
of the registered park and garden. A plan showing the relationship 
between the site and the designated heritage assets in the surrounding 
area is presented at Appendix 1.0.

This appraisal has been undertaken to assess the potential impact of
the proposed allocation on the setting and special interest of these 
designated heritage assets, list descriptions for which are appended
(Appendix 2.0). It addresses comments made in this respect by Historic 
England and the Borough Council’s Conservation Officer during the 
consultation process on the emerging Local Plan.

1.6 We have had particular regard, therefore, to Historic England’s letter 
of 20 October 2016 commenting on the draft allocation, and have 
used the questions raised in that representation as the basis for the 
research and analysis undertaken and presented below. Our approach 
to the consideration of heritage assets and potential impacts on setting 
and significance has been underpinned by best practice guidance, in 
particular Historic England’s Good Practice Advice Notes 2 and 3, which 
relate to the assessment of significance and setting respectively.

The	Emerging	Allocation

1.7 This proposed site allocation is unusual, in our experience, in the way 
it is supported by a highly detailed masterplan, which is the product of 
careful consideration by Gascoyne Cecil Estates and their architectural 
advisers, Brooks Murray (Figure	3.3). 

1.8 The masterplan has been prepared with an understanding of the 
evolution of the landscape, informed by topographical survey 
information, comparative typological analysis with other settlements, 
and an understanding of the potential visual impacts of the 
development. It is, therefore, at a much higher degree of resolution 
than is usual at this stage in the planning and development process. 

1.9 Details are provided within the masterplan on the location of the 
amenities spaces (including greens and communal gardens), densities, 
orientation of buildings, character types and design code adhered to, 
as well as a landscape framework that incorporates existing features 
and introducing new ones, integrating them in a coherent way across 
the plan. 

1.10 Notwithstanding that this is only at allocation stage, the level of detail 
provided is beyond even that of an outline application, and it is the 
intention of Gascoyne Cecil Estates to promote the allocation on this 
basis. In this case, therefore, the appropriateness of the allocation can 
be ascertained with a high degree of confidence, and it is with the 
benefit of this higher level information that we prepare our analysis.

1.11 Our report is therefore structured as follows: 
 � Section	2.0 provides a brief summary of the relevant legislative 
and policy considerations pertaining to development affecting the 
historic environment, as well as best practice guidance consulted in 
the preparation of this report;

 � Section	3.0 provides a description of the historical evolution of 
the site and the grade II listed Symondshyde Farmhouse, as well 
as an analysis of its significance and setting. This is followed by 
an assessment of the impact of the proposed allocation on the 
setting and significance of the heritage asset, as well as the historic 
landscape character of the site. The assessment has been informed 
by the detailed masterplan prepared by Brooks Murray. 

 � Sections	4.0 and Section	5.0 relate to Brocket Park and Lemsford 
respectively, and follow the same methodology as outlined for 
Section	3.0; 

 � Our conclusions are presented in Section	7.0. 

1.12 Our appraisal has been informed by the suite of documents prepared 
by Gascoyne Cecil Estates that set out the principles and rationale for 
the development of the new model village at Symondshyde, which have 
been submitted in support of the allocation. These comprise:

 � Gascoyne Cecil Estates Design Code
 � Gascoyne Cecil Estates ‘The Case for a New Hertfordshire Village’
 � Gascoyne Cecil Estates ‘Strategic Vision’
 � The Stanbouroughy and Symondshyde Charette: Post-Charette  
Paper May 2016

1.13 Relevant extracts from these documents, alongside drawings prepared 
by Brooks Murray, are included at Appendix	3.0. 

Findings

1.14 The three heritage considerations in this case, as identified by Historic 
England in its representation letter, comprise the potential impacts 
arising from the allocation on the special interest of the grade II listed 
Symondshyde Farmhouse, the highly sensitive Brocket Hall Estate, and 
the heritage assets within the village of Lemsford. We also explore the 
potential impacts arising from the allocation on the historic landscape 
character of the site itself. 
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1.15 For the avoidance of doubt, we find that any potential heritage impacts 
arising from the allocation of the site within the Welwyn Hatfield Local 
Plan would be limited to the grade II listed Symondshyde Farm, which 
would experience a considerable change to its setting. 

1.16 We note the presence of other designated heritage assets within the 
wider landscape surrounding the draft allocation site, which are shown 
on the heritage asset map at Appendix	1.0. In our view, due to distance 
and interposing vegetation, the allocation does not give rise to any 
impact on an appreciation of the special interest of these assets. 

1.17 A summary of our findings is presented below.

Symondshyde and Symondshyde Farmhouse

1.18 Part of the allocation site provides the setting of the grade II listed 
Symondshyde Farmhouse. The immediate setting of the listed building, 
which comprises an extensive complex of poor-quality agricultural 
buildings, currently detracts from an appreciation of its historic and 
architectural value. The rural character of the asset’s wider agricultural 
setting, albeit extensively changed, does make a contribution to an 
understanding of its historic relationship with the landscape.  

1.19 The historic landscape interest of the site itself, which comprises a 
pattern of remnant parliamentary enclosure set within a framework of 
older features, is generally low. Even in its early, unaltered condition, 
this form of settlement pattern was not unusual. We do not find, 
therefore, any in principle harm to the historic landscape character of 
the land through its allocation. 

1.20 Analysis undertaken by Brooks Murray has demonstrated that there are 
historic precedents for developments of this scale in the area, including 
precedents for large historic manor houses, principal farmhouses or 
rectories in proximity to village centres. We also note that there are 
also precedents for planned settlements in the neighbouring Hatfield 
New Town and Welwyn Garden City. On this basis, we do not find the 
character of the proposed allocation as a new, self-contained village 
development to be incongruous or inherently in conflict with the 
settlement pattern across the wider area. 

Ordnance Survey  © Crown Copyright 2017. All rights reserved. Licence number 100022432. Plotted Scale -  1:15000

Figure	1.1	 Site plan, showing extent of proposed allocation
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1.21 The impact on the listed building, we consider, could be sensitively 
managed through a carefully considered masterplan such as that 
prepared by Brooks Murray, to ensure the continued appreciation of 
its special interest. An allocation on this basis, which would ensure the 
removal of the harmful 20th century fabric in the immediate setting of 
the listed building, and the sensitive positioning of new development 
with regard to scale, densities and open areas within the village, has the 
potential to generate a net enhancement to the listed building’s setting. 
This is a view taken on balance. 

Brocket Hall

1.22 The Brocket Hall estate comprises a largely contained, enclosed 
landscape, with no historic functional relationship with land to the 
south. One 20th century axial view to the south west does exist, but 
it is clear that even this view was intended to terminate at Benstead’s 
Wood, to the northeast of the proposed allocation site (see Figure	4.11).  
The significant separating distance between the registered park and 
garden (RPG) and site, in which both the underlying topography and 
vegetation intervenes, prevents any visual relationship. The special 
interest of the highly significant assets comprising the Brocket Estate 
would not, therefore, be affected by any forthcoming development of 
a scale and density such as that shown on the masterplan prepared by 
Brooks Murray architects. We consider the proposed allocation of the 
site on this basis to be acceptable in principle on a heritage perspective.  

Lemsford

1.23 An appreciation of the special interest of the listed buildings and 
structures within Lemsford would similarly be unharmed, should the site 
be allocated. The transport consultant for the Gascoyne Cecil Estates, 
WSP Parsons Brinckerhoff has identified the change in traffic flow 
through the village as a result of the proposed allocation to be negligible 
in the context of the existing vehicle movements through the village. 
We do not, therefore, consider that additional vehicular movements 
would detract from one’s appreciation of the assets. We note the 
presence of the 18th century grade II listed Lemsford Bridge, but do not 
consider that the negligible change identified would materially erode an 
appreciation of its special interest. 

Symondshyde
Farmhouse

Brocket Hall

Figure	1.2	 Aerial view of the emerging allocation site



Figure	1.3	 Masterplan for Symondshyde, prepared by Brooks Murray Architects. Scale 1:4,000 @ A3



10

© Montagu Evans LLP 2017 | Symondshyde Draft Site Allocation

INTrOduCTION



Legislation and Policy Considerations

// SymONdSHydE drAFT SITE ALLOCATION

2.0 



12

© Montagu Evans LLP 2017 | Symondshyde Draft Site Allocation

LEGISLATIoN AND PoLICy CoNSIDErATIoNS

2.0	 LEGISLATION	AND	POLICY	CONSIDERATIONS

Statutory	Provision,	Case	Law,	and	National	Guidance

2.1 The statutory duty to protect heritage assets is set out in the Planning 
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, and recent 
judgments in the Court of Appeal and the High Court confirm the 
considerable importance and weight which Parliament attaches to the 
avoidance of harm to designated assets.

2.2 Applicable in this case is Section 66 (1) of the 1990 Act, which states 
that the decision maker shall have special regard to the desirability of 
preserving the building or its setting:

‘In considering whether to grant planning permission for 
development which affects a listed building or its setting, the 
local planning authority or, as the case may be, the Secretary of 
State shall have special regard to the desirability of preserving 
the building or its setting or any features of special architectural 
or historic interest which it possesses.’

2.3 Recent case law has confirmed that there is a strong presumption 
against any development which causes harm to the significance of a 
designated heritage asset. In February 2014, the Court of Appeal made 
it clear in its decision in Barnwell Manor that the statutory duties to 
preserve the settings of listed buildings must be accorded ‘considerable 
importance and weight’, giving rise to a strong statutory presumption 
against granting permission for development which would cause harm 
to the settings of listed buildings. This approach has been reinforced in 
subsequent High Court judgements, notably Forge Field.   

2.4 National policy supports the proposition that significance can be 
harmed through inappropriate development in the setting of a listed 
building. Paragraph 132 of the National Planning Policy Framework 
sets out that when considering the impact of a proposed development 
on the significance of a designated heritage asset, ‘great weight 
should be given to its conservation’. It goes on to state that ‘the 
more important the asset, the greater the weight should be’, and 
that there is potential for significance to be harmed or lost not only 
through alteration or destruction of a heritage asset but also through 
development in its setting. 

2.5 Two important points should be taken from this. Firstly, it should be 
noted that ‘conservation’ is as much about the physical management 
of an asset (and the preservation of the integrity of its setting) as it is 
about the future sustainable use of an asset. 

2.6 Secondly, the ramifications of paragraph 132 encompass any beneficial 
works to heritage assets. Taking into account the considerable planning 
weight that attaches to any harm to a listed building or its setting, it 
must follow that equal weight should be accorded to beneficial works to 
designated assets and their settings.

2.7 The other critical concept to be applied by the decision maker is 
engaged in the case that harm is found to a heritage asset. This is dealt 
with by paragraphs 133 and 134 of the NPPF, which relate to the ‘scale’ 
of harm found and the consequent appropriate course of action for the 
decision maker. 

2.8 Paragraph 133 applies where ‘a proposed development will lead to 
substantial harm to or total loss of significance of a designated asset’. 
‘Substantial harm’ is a very high threshold. 

2.9 Paragraph 134 is engaged if a development proposal would lead to ‘less 
than substantial harm’. The policy, which encompasses a much broader 
range of ‘harm’ than Paragraph 133, makes provision for any identified 
harm to be rebutted on the basis of public benefits. 

2.10 Paragraph 134 should be read in conjunction with the ‘great weight’ 
provision of Paragraph 132, and the weight accrued by development 
harming the significance or setting of a heritage assets should be 
proportionate to its special interest. The presumption against harm is 
not non-rebuttable, rather, it is a matter of degree and relative weight 
on a case-by-case basis. 

Setting

2.11 The key heritage consideration relevant to the assessment of the 
emerging allocation at Symondshyde is that of setting. The site 
incorporates one listed building and lies within approximately one 
kilometre of other heritage assets, including the grade II registered park 
and garden of Brocket Hall. Development proposals for this site therefore 
have the potential to affect the setting of these heritage assets. 

2.12 The statutory provision and relevant case law set out above 
demonstrates the weight attached to the setting of heritage assets in 
planning terms. Broadly, since the publication of PPG15 in 1994 (now 
superseded), the direction of travel in heritage policy has been to 
increase the attention paid to setting, and it is notable that the most 
high-profile ‘heritage’ judgements made in recent years have turned on 
the impacts of proposed development on setting, under Paragraph 134 
of the NPPF. 

2.13 Setting is defined in the NPPF as:
‘The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. 
Its extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its 
surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting may make a positive or 
negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect 
the ability to appreciate that significance or may be neutral.’

2.14 NPPF policies (Paragraphs 131-135 and 137), together with the 
guidance on their implementation in the Planning Practice Guidance, 
form the framework for the consideration of change affecting the 
setting of designated heritage assets. Further guidance on the 
approach to setting is contained within Historic England’s Good 
Practice Advice in Planning Note 3: The Setting of Heritage Assets 
(2015), which we discuss further below. 

2.15 Broadly, changes to setting might include the visual impact of a 
proposed development, or a change in our ability to appreciate the 
special interest of a heritage asset. Effects on setting, it should be 
noted, can be either positive or negative. 

Development	Plan

2.16 Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 
stipulates that where in making any determination under the 
Planning Acts, regard is to be had to the development plan, and the 
determination must be made in accordance with that plan unless 
material considerations indicate otherwise. The development plan in 
this case comprises the ‘saved policies’ of the Welwyn Hatfield District 
Plan (2005). 
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2.17 The Council is in the process of preparing the Welwyn Hatfield Local 
Plan, which is anticipated to be adopted in Spring 2018. This document 
relates to emerging Policy SP24 of the emerging Welwyn Hatfield Local 
Plan, which allocates land for a New Village at Symondshyde. 

Material	Considerations

2.18 In preparing our assessment below we have had due regard to best 
practice guidance on the assessment of significance and setting. We 
discuss these document below. 

Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 2: 
Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment 
(Historic England, 2015)

2.19 Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment 
(GPA2) was published in March 2015. The guidance acknowledges 
the primacy of relevant legislation and is intended to support the 
implementation of national policy.

2.20 The advice in the guidance emphasises that the information required 
in support of applications for planning permission and listed building 
consent should be no more than is necessary to reach an informed 
decision, and that activities to conserve or investigate heritage assets 
need to be proportionate to the significance of the heritage assets 
affected and the impact on that significance.

2.21 The guidance provides information on assessing the significance of 
heritage assets, including guidance on understanding the nature, extent, 
and level of significance. 

2.22 The note advocates a structured approach to assessing development 
proposals likely to affect the significance of heritage assets, and 
proposes six ‘stages’ to follow, stating ‘it is good practice to check 
individual stages of this list but they may not be appropriate in all cases 
and the level of detail applied should be proportionate’. These are: 

Understand the significance of the affected assets; 
Understand the impact of the proposal on that significance; 
Avoid, minimise and mitigate impact in a way that meets the 
objectives of the Framework; 

Look for opportunities to better reveal or enhance significance; 
Justify any harmful impacts in terms of the sustainable 
development objective of conserving significance and the need 
for change; 
Offset negative impacts on aspects of significance by enhancing 
others through recording, disseminating and archiving 
archaeological and historical interest of the important elements 
of the heritage assets affected.

2.23 Our assessment has been formed in accordance with the approach to 
the assessment of significance as outlined in Managing Significance 
in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment (GPA2) and sets out 
the nature, extent and significance of the heritage assets affected by 
the proposals and the impact of the proposals on their significance as 
appropriate.

Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning Note 3: The 
Setting of Heritage Assets (2015)

2.24 The Setting of Heritage Assets (GPA3) was published on 25 March 2015. 
The guidance supersedes and replaces in full the October 2011 English 
Heritage guidance The Setting of Heritage Assets.

2.25 The approach to the assessment of setting outlined in this document 
is broadly consistent with the former 2011 guidance. The document 
identifies five steps towards assessing the implications of development 
proposals which may affect the setting of heritage assets:

Identify the assets affected
Assessing the contribution setting makes to significance
Assessing the effect of the proposed development
Maximising enhancement and minimising harm
Making and documenting the decision and monitoring outcomes

2.26 We have had regard to this best-practice guidance in forming our 
assessment.

Welwyn Hatfield Landscape Character Assessment/Hertfordshire 
Landscape Strategy (2005)

2.27 The Welwyn Hatfield Landscape Character Assessment is based on two 
previous landscape assessments which were consolidated and published 
in April 2005. The document supports the policy RA10 Landscape 
Regions and Character Areas within the Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 
April 2005.  We have had regard to the conclusions of this document in 
our analysis below. 

2.28 The proposed allocation is located within Area 32: Symondshyde 
Ridge, which is characterised by its extensive woodland areas, small 
settlements and individual properties well assimilated into the 
landscape, large arable fields with relic hedgerows, and distant views 
out to the north, west, and south east. The character area map and 
accompanying assessment are appended at Appendix	4.0. 

2.29 The area has an undulating north-south ridge with ancient and discrete 
plantation contained in a clear landscape structure. The current primary 
land use is farming (arable) on both slopes and on the narrow central 
plateaux. The transport pattern comprises narrow winding lanes across 
the land form. The historic field pattern across the area is varied, with 
some historic field patterns retained, and others having been altered 
dramatically in the 20th century. The settlement form is described as 
sparse and scattered with no notable houses, and most integrated into 
the landscape. 

2.30 Brocket Hall registered park and garden and the neighbouring historic 
village of Lemsford are located in the adjoining character area 33: Upper 
Lea Valley. This area is characterised by its topography as a narrow, 
meandering river corridor, with arable cropping as the dominant land use 
to the valley sides. A number of golf courses are located within this area, 
often to the valley sides, including in woodland and parkland settings. 



14

© Montagu Evans LLP 2017 | Symondshyde Draft Site Allocation

LEGISLATIoN AND PoLICy CoNSIDErATIoNS

2.31 Brocket Hall is identified as a distinctive feature within this landscape. 
The estate has a distinct parkland character, influenced by surviving 
veteran parkland trees, including specimen oaks. It is described as the 
major house in the area, and the historic settlement pattern derives 
from the estate, described within the document as having a sparse 
estate character. 

Welwyn Hatfield Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study:  
Part 3, June 2016

2.32 The Council has completed an assessment of the capacity of the local 
landscape to accommodate future development, which it sets out in 
its Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity Study in Parts 1 (2012), 2 (2014) 
and 3 (2016). Although the assessment is primarily concerned with 
ecological and visual sensitivities, it does consider cultural factors, 
including the historic character of the landscape. Part 3 considers the 
draft site allocation at Symondshyde (referred to as HAT15 throughout 
the document), which is assessed as having a high level of sensitivity to 
change and a high landscape value score.

2.33 The technical findings of the desktop study are presented in Appendix	
6.0 of the Study, and the written analysis, which has regard to the 
Historic Environment Characterisation for Welwyn Hatfield and the 
2005 Landscape Character Assessment, concludes that the vast 
majority of the land has been disturbed over the last century, and has 
undergone a moderate level of change. At paragraph 1.2 (page 7) the 
assessment states: 

The Landscape Character Assessment identifies the location as 
being within both the De Havilland Plain and the Symondshyde 
Ridge Character Areas. The north west of the site falls within the 
Symondshyde Ridge character area with the south east of the site 
located in the De Havilland Plain character area. The De Havilland 
Plain area only contains small parcels of remaining pre-18th 
century enclosure. The vast majority of the land has been disturbed 
over the last century. To the north the extensive prairie fields are 
the result of agricultural intensification post-1950. To the south 
east of the Symondshyde Ridge character area there is a historic 
pattern of parliamentary enclosure, which has subsequently been 
extensively altered by both 20th -century enclosure and a loss of 
former boundaries from post-1950 enlargements.

2.34 As set out within our own analysis, we concur entirely with these 
findings. The historic map regression we present as part of Section	3.0 
shows the extent of change in this landscape, and the remnant nature 
of historic hedgerows and woodland features. 

2.35 We note, however, that the Field Record Sheet that informs the overall 
assessment of value and sensitivity to change has interpreted the 
historic character of the landscape as  ‘ancient’ arable, and as such, it 
has been ascribed a scoring of ‘4’ (very high sensitivity to change) within 
the Cultural Sensitivity Matrices. We do not agree with this finding, 
and would instead suggest that it should be inscribed a score of ‘2’, 
representative of ‘significant change’ within the landscape (medium 
sensitivity to change on the matrix), or, at a minimum, a score of ‘3’ - 
‘interrupted’ (high sensitivity to change). We conduct our own analysis 
below, which concludes that the historic landscape interest of the site 
is generally low, and would not, in principle, be harmed by through the 
site’s allocation. 
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3.0	 THE	SITE	AND	SYMONDSHYDE	FARMHOUSE	

3.1 The following explores the historic evolution of the land at 
Symondshyde and considers its historic landscape character. We also 
undertake an analysis of the significance and setting of the grade 
II listed Symondshyde Farmhouse located on the site. This informs 
an assessment of the impact of the proposed site allocation on the 
significance of this heritage asset and on the historic character of the 
land.  Our assessment has been informed by extensive and detailed 
research undertaken at the Hertfordshire and Hatfield Estate archives, 
and has included the consultation of primary and secondary sources. 
Those utilised in the preparation of the below are:

 � Historic Ordnance Survey Maps
 � Tithe Plans
 � Estate Plans
 � The Hide and related land-tenure concepts in Anglo-Saxon England, 
A.D 700-11 John F. McGovern, Tradition, Vol 28 (1972) pp.101-118

 � Hertfordshire Countryside Magazine, Vol 23 No. 110, June 1968,  
Vol 24 Nos. 131 and 134, March and April 1970

 � Historic England List descriptions
 � Rowe, A., (2009) Medieval Parks of Hertfordshire,  
University of Hertfordshire Press.

Summary	History

3.2 Symondshyde is located in the Parish of Hatfield. The 1912 Victoria 
County History (VCH) for Hatfield notes that the manor of 
Symondshyde was ‘held of the manor of Hatfield’ and primary historical 
sources establish its early origins. The 12th century Inquisitio Eliensis, 
one of the major Domesday satellite texts that describes the lands of 
the abbey of Ely in Hertfordshire, may make reference to Symondshyde. 

3.3 ‘Hides’ or ‘hydes’ were a common form of land tenure in pre-Conquest 
England. The term has its origins in the Anglo-Saxon concept of, and 
term for, ‘family’, and has been suggested to have associations with the 
area of land sufficient support a family. By the 11th century, a hide had 
come to serve as a unit of geld (tax), and, in later centuries, had become 
associated with manse, or land assessment. 

3.4 By the 13th century in Hertfordshire ‘hide’ had become a common suffix 
to many place-names within the county. In this context, it appears to 
have been an established form of land tenure, deriving from the division 
by the abbot of Westminster of the manors of Wheathampstead and 
Hatfield into hides, each of which was established as a freeholding for 
which the tenant paid rent to the abbot. The hides were designed to 
encourage clearance of medieval forest for cultivation by the tenant, 
thereby increasing its value.  

3.5 A plan showing the numerous medieval hydes of the Parish of Hatfield 
is illustrated at Figure	3.1. 

3.6 Symondshyde, which dates from soon after the Norman Conquest, 
was established in a clearing in the medieval forest. The history of its 
ownership and tenancy is complex, and it is noted in the VCH entry 
in association with a number of different hides and manors, including, 
consistently, the manor of Almshoe. Both manors were held by the 
Fitz Simons for several generations, and it is from the Fitz Simons that 
Symondshyde derives its name. 

3.7 The VCH entry notes that the manor of Herons, a small reputed manor 
situated in Cromerhyde, appears to have been held of the manor of 
Symondshyde, and from this it can be inferred that Symondshyde at an 
early point in its history was a prosperous and not insignificant holding. 
Documentary evidence from the 15th and 16th centuries elucidates 
the presence of a park at Symondshyde, which is suggested by Anne 
Rowe (2009) to have been established considerably earlier than the 
documentary record indicates. A boundary earthwork to the north and 
east sides of Symondshyde Wood survives and has been identified 
by Rowe as showing the extent of the medieval park in this location. 
These earthworks, it should be noted, are removed from the site of the 
proposed village. 

3.8 By 1555 Symondshyde appears to have been in the ownership of John 
Brocket of Brocket Hall, and in 1600, was inherited by Richard Spencer 
of Offley through his wife, daughter of John Brocket. 

Figure	3.1	 Plan showing the medieval hydes in the Parish of Hatfield, about A.D 1250.  
Source: ‘Hatfield and its People, A Short Picture History’, Hertfordshire Archives

3.9 By the 19th century the manor was in the possession of Sir Robert 
Salusbury, who in 1808 sold the estate to John Fordham. In 1852, 
Symondshyde passed from the Fordham family to the Marquis of 
Salisbury.  Clearly by the 19th century there was an established link with 
the manor of Hatfield, and, notably, by this period, the Hatfield Estate.

3.10 The Ordnance Surveyors Map of 1811 (Figure	3.2) shows Symondshyde 
Farmhouse and the surrounding area. The map illustrates that this was 
a landscape of parliamentary enclosure set within a framework of older 
features, including pockets of woodland at Long Spring and Dogheart 
Spring. The settlement pattern appears to reflect the medieval hide 
system, comprising isolated farmhouses and dispersed settlements in 
an agricultural landscape set between the great designed parklands of 
Brocket Hall and Hatfield House.The tithe map for the area, which was 
prepared in 1842, shows the further subdivision of the fields (Figure	3.3). 
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Figure	3.2	 Ordnance Surveyors Drawing of 1811

 

Figure	3.3	 Tithe Map of 1842

Symondshyde
Farmhouse

Symondshyde
Farmhouse
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3.11 By 1884, whilst the landscape around Dogheart Wood retained some of 
its historic field boundaries, the field pattern to the south-east had been 
considerably eroded, and the OS map of this period shows expansive 
fields extending eastwards from Symondshyde Farm (Figure	3.4). 
Further field boundaries had been lost by 1889 (Figure	3.5).

3.12 The historic map regression shows a changing relationship between 
the buildings at Symonshyde Farm and the woodland surrounding the 
complex to the north and west. Woodland management throughout 
the 19th century is discussed in a 1968 article titled ‘The hydes of 
mid-Hertfordshire’ (M. Tomkins) published in Hertfordshire Countryside 
Magazine. Tompkins notes that the woodland associated with 
Symondshyde has a history of extensive felling and replanting, which 
continued well into the 20th century. 

Landmark Historical Map
County: HERTFORDSHIRE
Published Date(s): 1884
Originally plotted at: 1:10,560

Figure	3.4	 Ordnance Survey Map of 1884
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3.13 For much of the 19th century, it is clear that Symondshyde Farmhouse 
was surrounded by a small number of associated buildings, some of 
which may have functioned as estate cottages. The 1851 census lists 
23 people living at either ‘Symonds Hyde’ or Symonds Hyde Farm’, 
and historic maps show that the number of structures surrounding the 
farmhouse increased towards the end of the 19th century and through 
the 20th century. 

Landmark Historical Map
County: HERTFORDSHIRE
Published Date(s): 1899
Originally plotted at: 1:10,560

Figure	3.5	 Ordnance Survey Map of 1899
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3.14 In 1970 century the tenant of the farmhouse was named as Mr 
Archibald Mackay, a cattle breeder from Bute, and by this period, the 
field systems surrounding the farm by the 1970s had lost almost all 
resemblance to the historic hedgerow pattern seen on earlier maps of 
the area (Figure	3.6). 

Landmark Historical Map
Mapping: Epoch 5
Published Date(s): 1971-1975
Originally plotted at: 1:2,500

Figure	3.6	 Ordnance Survey of 1971 
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Symondshyde	Farmhouse	

Description

3.15 Symondshyde Farmhouse itself has a substantial character that reflects 
its early history as a prosperous holding (Figure	3.7). The building dates 
from the 17th century, although it is likely to have an earlier timber 
frame. It was substantially remodelled in 1820-30, in which period the 
large eastern cross wing was added. In plan form, the building conforms 
to an half ‘H’ plan, with an earlier, 17th century cross wing to the west. 

3.16 This earlier (western) part of the property is of two storeys with attics 
above, and is roughcast, with steep plain tile roofs, and distinctive 
‘wavy-edged’ bargeboards and tall polygonal finials to the gable end, 
decorative features which are repeated to the east gable end. To the 
central portion of the property are two gabled attic dormers. 

3.17 To the west front, which has a slightly projecting gabled centre, the 
principal entrance is through an 18th century flush panel door with a 
regular lobe-pattern fanlight, an architrave surround and a Tudor hood 
above (Figure	3.8).  The windows to the west front comprise 1:1:1 sash 
windows, with casement windows elsewhere to the elevations.  

Figure	3.7	 Symondshyde Farmhouse

Figure	3.8	 Symondshyde Farmhouse
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Significance

3.18 The special interest of Symondshyde Farmhouse derives primarily from 
its historic value as part of the manor or ‘hide’ of Symondshyde. The age 
of the fabric, some of which may date from the 16th century, evidences 
the location of a dwelling on this site for approximately five centuries, 
and is of considerable interest for its survival. 

3.19 The scale and the grand vernacular architecture of the building 
is similarly of value for its reflection of the early prosperity of the 
Symondshyde. Its legibility as a manor house has been retained, 
reflected in the fact that the building has considerably more presence 
than an ordinary farmhouse. Through both its plan form and the 
accretions and extensions of the 19th century, the wealth and changing 
status of the building is also reflected, alongside historic changes in 
architectural style. 

Setting 

3.20 The special interest of Symomdshyde Farmhouse is best appreciated 
from within its immediate curtilage. Due to the site’s topography and 
surrounding vegetation, the listed building is well enclosed within a 
tightly defined, landscaped boundary comprising mature trees and 
dense vegetation, which serves to limit views of the building from 
the surrounding landscape. It is from this immediate curtilage that its 
architectural and historic qualities can be understood and appreciated. 

3.21 The immediate setting of the listed building to the south is currently 
poor. The historic link between the farmhouse and its associated 
small-scale agricultural buildings that formerly occupied this area 
has been in part eroded through the replacement of the latter with a 
number of large-footprint 20th century agricultural buildings (many 
of which are now in commercial use). These, which form poor-quality 
complex situated on the principal approach to the house, currently 
detract from an appreciation of much of the asset’s significance 
(Figure	3.9 and Figure	3.10). 

3.22 The building’s wider setting, it is clear, has also undergone significant 
change. Historic map regression and analysis work undertaken by 
Brooks Murray has demonstrated that the historic landscape appears 
to be one of parliamentary enclosure, set within a framework of older 
features, which comprise a lane and pockets of older woodland.  

Later subdivisions of that enclosure had occurred by the mid-19th 
century, and that field pattern has been subsequently altered 
significantly to produce larger fields. There are, however, surviving 
pockets of older woodland and remnant hedgerow trees (Figure	3.11). 
Still, this is a farmed landscape and so obviously resonates with the 
manorial origins of the property and its agricultural associations. 

3.23 The farmhouse has maintained its relationship with Symondshyde 
Wood, although it is clear from the maps that this has also changed 
through clearance and re-stocking, as well as with other historic 
features landscape features, including Dogheart Spring and remnant 
hedgerow trees. Although the extent of change within this landscape 
has inevitably altered the relationship of the listed building with the 
landscape, the retained rural character of the surrounding land does, 
nevertheless, make a contribution to an appreciation of the asset’s 
historic interest.

Figure	3.9	 Symondshyde farmhouse within its immediate context, showing the large quantity of 
20th century agricultural buildings within its immediate setting.

Figure	3.10	 20th century agricultural buildings in the immediate setting of Symondshyde 
Farmhouse

Figure	3.11	 Agricultural land to the north east of Symondshyde Farmhouse, comprising its 
immediate setting. 
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Assessment	of	the	Proposed	Allocation

Impact on Historic Landscape Character

3.24 The analysis undertaken above demonstrates that due to the extent of 
change, the historic landscape interest of the site is generally low, and 
that even in its early condition, this form of settlement pattern was not 
unusual. The masterplan for the site has evolved based on close analysis 
and an understanding of the evolution of this landscape, informed by 
precise topographical survey information and cartographic evidence.  
The form of the land, including the remnant historic landscape features 
within it, have been incorporated into the masterplan, which has sought 
to coherently integrate these elements alongside new features. 

3.25 Comparative typological analysis with other settlements in the 
wider region has also been undertaken by Brooks Murray, and this 
has informed the scale of the proposed allocation. The analytical 
material, which has been submitted by Gascoyne Cecil Estates as part 
of the submission, demonstrates that there is a historic precedent 
for development of this scale in Hertfordshire. We consider that a 
village development of the scale proposed by the Estate would not be 
incongruous in this location, and would not inherently conflict with the 
settlement pattern in this area. 

3.26 It is also important to note that there is a more recent historic 
precedent for planned settlement in the area, manifested in Hatfield 
New Town and Welwyn Garden City, which are located in proximity to 
the proposed allocation. The insertion of a planned ‘model’ village in 
this location, we consider, similarly does not conflict with the character 
of the wider area. 

3.27 It therefore is concluded that the development will not cause harm to 
the historic character of this landscape. There are precedents within 
the area for both self-contained villages of this scale and for planned 
developments, and the detailed design of the masterplan, moreover, 
has evolved specifically with reference to comparable potential models 
for a self-contained ‘village’ development. In principle, therefore, with 
regard to the historic landscape character of the land, we consider the 
proposed allocation for this site to be acceptable. 

Impact on Symondshyde Farmhouse

3.28 The setting of the grade II listed Symondshyde Farmhouse would 
undergo extensive, even transformative change as a result of the 
proposed allocation. This change would result from two key factors: 
the removal of the large-scale, low-quality agricultural buildings in the 
building’s immediate setting, and the planned development of the wider 
agricultural setting. We consider each in turn below. 

3.29 As shown by our appraisal above, currently, the immediate setting of 
the farmhouse is poor. The masterplan, which proposes the retention of 
the current well defined garden space to the north, east and west of the 
listed farmhouse and sole range of surviving traditional farm buildings, 
combined with the removal of the large footprint consisting of 20th 
century buildings to the south, demonstrates how the allocation has the 
potential to improve the quality of this residential curtilage.

3.30 Brooks Murray’s detailed design for this part of the site has sought to 
incorporate the listed building into a new settlement centre, without 
overwhelming it. This is achieved by landscaping and the location of 
new buildings which respects the significant scale of the listed building, 
important in maintaining its status in this context. The nature of the 
topography combined with interposing vegetation renders the setting 
of the building within the landscape remarkably well-enclosed, and this 
has been reinforced by the placement of new development, which is 
proposed to be ‘pulled back’ from the edges of the existing tree-glade 
surrounding the heritage asset. 

3.31 In our view, the scale and architectural presence of the listed farmhouse 
is such that it can be meaningfully integrated into a development, and it 
is clear that this has been successfully carried out in the detailed design 
of the masterplan, in which the farmhouse functions as the focal point 
within the new village. The masterplan demonstrates how the listed 
building would stand at the centre of the principal village green, which 
would be grouped with small scale commercial buildings and would form 
the focus of the principal approach to the village from the south east. 

3.32 We consider that there is scope for the removal of the poor-quality 
agricultural complex on the current approach to the house and 
its replacement with a well-designed, high quality, village centre 
development, whilst retaining the well-defined existing green  

curtilage of the building. This would serve to improve the asset’s 
current setting and to better reveal its special historic and  
architectural interest.

3.33 The wider agricultural setting of the listed building will inevitably be 
transformed through an allocation on this site. The detailed design 
of the masterplan, however, illustrates how this change could be 
accommodated successfully within the landscape, retaining and 
integrating existing historic landscape features such as Dogheart Spring 
and remnant hedgerow trees, which would form green ‘spines’ through 
the village and would reinforce its rural edges. The analytical and 
design work undertaken by Brooks Murray submitted in support of the 
allocation demonstrates how these patterns of historic landscape have 
informed and been incorporated within the masterplan design, and how 
the existing field boundaries have served to govern and constrain the 
layout of the village development. 

3.34 The underlying topography has also been considered in the way it 
could inform the scale, densities and mix of uses within the village. The 
undulating character of the land across the site has been used within 
the masterplan to create a varied roof scape and also varying densities 
across the plots, with a reduction in density as one moves towards 
the listed building. Village greens and community gardens are also 
interspersed throughout the development, which integrate coherently 
alongside historic features. 

3.35 It is clear that although the setting of the listed building would be 
wholly altered as a result of the proposed allocation, that change 
could be governed by the asset’s characteristics and sensitives. In our 
view, the farmhouse, which has a grand vernacular architecture and a 
distinctive scale, could be successfully integrated into a development 
of this nature, and we consider that its significance could potentially 
be better revealed as a result of the removal of harmful 20th century 
fabric in its curtilage. An allocation on the basis of carefully considered 
masterplan prepared by Brooks Murray, we conclude, has the potential 
to result in a net enhancement to the listed building. 
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4.0	 BROCKET	HALL	ESTATE

4.1 The Brocket Hall Estate, which is located approximately one kilometre 
to the north of the proposed allocation site, comprises extensive 
parkland surrounding the grade I listed Brocket Hall. Below, we 
provide a summary history and description of the estate, with 
particular emphasis on the registered park and garden (RPG). We 
also present an analysis of the significance and setting of the RPG, 
which informs an assessment of the potential impact of the proposed 
allocation on this asset. 

4.2 The sources we have consulted in completing this assessment comprise:
 � Cowell, F, ‘Richard Woods (1715-1793): Master of the Pleasure Garden’
 � National Heritage List Entry
 � Estate Plans held by the Bodleian Library, Oxford
 � 1841 Tithe Map
 � Estate Plans held by Hertfordshire Archives

Brocket	Hall	Summary	

4.3 Brocket Hall, which has its origins in a medieval manor, was rebuilt in 
its current form by the English architect James Paine (1717-1789), for 
the Lamb family, who owned the estate from the mid-18th century. 
The remodelling of the Hall, which occurred between 1760 and 1780, 
comprised the incremental redevelopment of an older courtyard house. 
The resulting building, which is listed at grade I, is a large rectangular 
mansion constructed in red brick in the neo-classical style. It sits within 
a largely 18th century landscape, which was redesigned alongside the 
house in c.1770.

Brocket	Hall	Landscape:	Estate	Plans	and	Evolution	of	the		
Historic	Landscape

Bridgeman Drawings 1731

4.4 A survey and set of landscape proposals for the Brocket Hall Estate 
were undertaken by Charles Bridgeman in c.1730. Bridgeman’s 
drawings, which survive and are held by the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 
are a particularly useful source in understanding the estate as it existed 
in the early 18th century. Although Bridgeman’s proposals were not 
implemented as a coherent landscape design, some elements appear 
to have been taken forward in the subsequent laying out of the estate. 

As such, the proposals are similarly useful in understanding the early 
18th century intentions for the landscape, before the remodelling of the 
house by James Paine. 

4.5 Bridgeman’s survey, reproduced at Figure	4.1, shows the estate centred 
on Brocket Hall. The house in this period comprised a u-shaped 
courtyard plan, with intersecting approaches from the northwest, 
northeast, and from the village of Lemsford to the southeast. Two 
walled gardens of are apparent, one adjoining the house to the east, and 
the other, a much larger enclosure, to the south. A number of ancillary 
buildings were present to the west of the principal house, located 
immediately adjacent to the River Lea.

4.6 Bridgeman’s drawing shows a strong delineation between the estate 
parkland and the land to the south of the water course. In the early 18th 
century this land evidently comprised cultivated arable land, divided 
into relatively regular fields by treed hedgerows. A building, labelled 
on later maps as Warren Farm, is located to the south of the river in 
association with these fields, and it is reasonable to infer from this that 
it formed the estate’s home farm. Clearly, it did not form part of the 
designed gardens or parkland. 

4.7 Bridgeman’s proposals for the estate are reproduced at Figure	4.2. 
It is important to note that these proposals do not appear to have 
been implemented, although there are similarities between some of 
Bridgeman’s proposals and features shown on the subsequent estate 
plan of 1752.

4.8 Bridgeman proposed a regularised and re-aligned house, with the 
buildings to the west removed and a u-shaped building, likely to be a 
stable block, constructed close to the house. Bridgeman intended the 
removal of the two walled gardens and the creation of a formal garden 
to the north of the house, as well as widening the River Lea to create a 
small lake to the principal frontage of the property. He also proposed a 
number of features consistent with the formal landscape fashion of the 
early 18th century, including dense planting penetrated by a number of 
axially aligned rides in the northern part of the park. 

4.9 Had it been executed, Bridgeman’s design have served to extend the 
formal landscape design to the southwest, through the introduction of 
a short avenue between the arable fields, terminating in an elliptical 
planted boundary feature. This, presumably, would have restricted 
views to the south-west, and retained the enclosed character of the 
estate landscape. 

1752 Estate Plan

4.10 In 1746 the Brocket Estate was purchased by Matthew Lamb, (1705-68), 
and from this period onwards, works to the estate appear to have been 
undertaken by the new patron. The house and grounds in the middle of 
the 18th century are shown on the estate plan of 1752 (Figure	4.3).

4.11 The plan is clear in its differentiation between the estate parkland, 
which was located to the north east of the Hall, the pleasure grounds, 
which extended through the centre of the estate along the line of the 
River Lea, and the agricultural land to the southwest, which contained 
the home farm. 

4.12 The Hall, it is clear, was positioned at the boundary between the 
pleasure grounds and the parkland to the north, which was laid out with 
tree belts, copses, clumps and specimen trees. Some elements shown 
on Bridgeman’s survey drawings had been retained, including the walled 
garden to the south of the Hall, whilst other parts of the parkland had 
undergone alteration, including through significant planting and works 
to create a serpentine water feature to the south of the house. It is clear 
in this period that the estate, once it had begun to be laid out under its 
new patrons, was picturesque in its design. 

4.13  Elements of the surveyed landscape appear to reflect changes 
proposed by Bridgeman.   The 1742 plan shows a walled, formal garden 
to the north of the house, a U-shaped stable block and the removal of 
the ancillary buildings, all of which were shown on the 1730 proposals. 
These similarities perhaps indicate the influence of Bridgeman’s 
proposals on the subsequent design of the estate under the patronage 
of the Lambs.
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Figure	4.1	 Bridgeman Survey Drawing of Brocket Hall of c. 1730 Figure	4.2	 Bridgeman proposal drawing of regularised landscape and buildings on the Brocket 
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Figure	4.3	 Estate c. 1730 Figure	4.4	 1752 Estate Plan
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Later 18th century works

4.14 The rebuilding of Brocket Hall, commissioned from James Paine by 
Matthew Lamb, commenced in c.1760. Upon Lamb’s death in 1768 his 
son, Sir Penistone Lamb (1748-1819) inherited the estate, and continued 
the works started by his father. Paine’s design for the principal elevation 
of the mansion, a drawing of which was included on the 1798 estate 
plan, is reproduced at Figure	4.5. 

4.15 In 1770, the landscape gardener Richard Woods was employed to 
improve the park and pleasure grounds, which would provide an 
improved landscape setting for Paine’s Hall. William Angus, commenting 
in 1787, noted how

‘The Water and Out-ground were laid out and disposed of by  
Mr Woods of Essex in the most luxuriant and masterly Manner’.  

4.16 Woods’ designs for the park do not survive, and the closest 
contemporary source for his landscape alterations is therefore Thomas 
Pallet’s 1798 survey of Brocket Hall, which we reproduce at Figure	4.4. 

Figure	4.5	 View of Brocket Hall as depicted on the 1798 Estate Plan

4.17 Although the extent and nature of Woods’ commission at Brocket Hall 
is unknown, cartographic evidence suggests that his scope included 
the alteration of the landscape in that area closest to the house, 
including the pleasure and kitchen gardens, alongside the water to the 
south and the plantations. It is unlikely that he was commissioned to 
redesign the whole park (Cowell, p.135). 

4.18 The serpentine line of the river, left over from the previous landscape 
design, was enlarged to form three elongated swelling shapes, now 
known as the Broadwater, and Woods altered the water level to 
accommodate a bridge previously built by Paine (grade II*). This view 
across the Broadwater towards Paine’s bridge became the principal 

vista from the rebuilt Brocket Hall, and a new approach drive to the 
Hall was created, comprising a serpentine route from the south, 
crossing the Broadwater over Paine’s bridge. The view towards this 
important landscape feature is shown in an engraving by William 
Angus after Paul Sandby, 1787 (Figure	4.6).

4.19 It is clear from the 1798 estate plan that by this period the central 
portion of the farmland to the south of the Broadwater had been 
assimilated within the designed parkland. Two geometrical areas of 
planting were positioned to the southwest in alignment with the 
house, suggesting open views across the water to these features. 

Figure	4.6	 4.6 Engraving of Brocket Park, 1787, showing Paine’s Brocket Hall and Woods’ Broadwater to the south of the house.
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Figure	4.7	 Ordnance Surveyors Plan, 1811 Figure	4.8	 Tithe Map of 1841
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19th and 20th centuries

4.20 The estate remained in the Lamb family in the 19th century, and the 
relationship between the principal landscape features within Brocket 
Hall Park remained relatively unchanged throughout, as shown on 
the Ordnance Survey maps of this period (Figure	4.7, Figure	4.8 and 
Figure	4.9). Woods’ picturesque landscape contained to provide the 
setting for Paine’s Brocket Hall, and it is clear from this OS Surveyors 
Map of 1811 and subsequent maps that the estate was an enclosed, 
self-contained landscape.

4.21 Substantial planting surrounded much of the park edge, and to the 
south west the estate had clearly defined boundary formed by the 
now Marford Road (B653). Over the course of the 19th century the 
planting to the south of the Broadwater increased in density, and 
clearly, much of this comprised plantations associated with Warren 
Farm, although a portion, directly to the south of the Hall, was more 
open with featured clumps of trees. 

Figure	4.9	 Ordnance Survey Map of 1884
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4.22 The 20th century saw the introduction of the prominent formal 
avenue to the south-west of Brocket Hall.  This landscape feature, 
which dates from between 1925 and 1939, is seen in the Ordnance 
Survey map of 1966 (Figure	4.10 and Figure	4.11). The avenue extended 
beyond the established boundary of the park extending across 
Marford Road and cutting through the farmland to the south, to 
terminate at Benstead Wood, which lies outwith the RPG. 

4.23 The grade II listed wrought iron gates separating this avenue from 
Marford Road were erected in the mid-1930s by the second Lord 
Brocket. It is clear, therefore, that until the 1930s there was no 
formalised vista between Brocket Hall and the land to the south.  

Figure	4.10	 Ordnance Survey Map of 1925
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4.24 The later 20th century saw the establishment of a golf course at 
Brocket Hall, and the conversion of the listed buildings in association 
with a hotel and conference centre on the estate. The golf course 
occupies a large part of the parkland to the north and north east of the 
Hall, and has resulted in considerable change to the estate landscape. 
A number of late 20th century features associated with this hotel and 
recreational use are also present, including two carparks and associated 
roads to the west of the Hall. 

Figure	4.11	 Ordnance Survey Map of 1966
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Significance	

4.25 Brocket Park, which was registered at grade II in 1987, provides the 
designed landscape setting for the grade I listed Brocket Hall. The 
primary special interest of these complementary assets lies in the 
historic and architectural value of the estate as a surviving example of 
an 18th century mansion set in contemporary, albeit altered, pleasure 
grounds and parkland. 

4.26 The estate has particular historic value for its association with the 
notable architect James Paine and landscape gardener Richard Woods. 
Both were prominent and influential figures in the later 18th century, 
and the design of the Hall and its surrounding picturesque landscape 
is a reflection of prevailing contemporary fashions in architecture and 
landscape design. 

4.27 The park and pleasure grounds form the landscape setting for the 
neo-classical mansion, and, through their survival, make a positive 
contribution to an appreciation of its special interest.  Although Woods’ 
original designs for the landscape do not survive, cartographic evidence 
suggests that his work remains discernible despite the later 20th 
century alterations, through the survival of number of historic features 
important to the legibility of the picturesque landscape. Notably, these 
include the important vista and approach across Woods’ Broadwater 
to Paine’s bridge, which is of particular aesthetic value through its 
governance of the way the park and house are experienced and 
appreciated. The designed landscape is responsible for glimpsed and 
open views of the house, particularly from the south, which would have 
formed part of the 18th century experience. 

4.28 The formal, neo-Georgian southwestern avenue extending from the 
Broadwater and across the Marford Road is also of interest, as a 20th 
century phase in the history of the parkland design. The interest of this 
feature, which also incorporates grade II listed gates, is augmented by 
its reflection of Bridgeman’s unexecuted design of the 1730s, although 
it should be noted that Bridgeman’s avenue feature was a shorter, 
significantly broader alleé, which terminated in an elliptical landscape 
feature at the Marford Road. 

4.29 Notwithstanding the above, the conversion of the site in the late 20th 
century to accommodate the Brocket Hall Golf Club has resulted in 
considerable change to the designed landscape, and the loss of historic 
features of interest, particularly within the wider parkland. These 
landscape changes, which have occurred to both the north and south of 
the Broadwater, have eroded the legibility and changed the character 
of the 18th century picturesque landscape, and have compromised its 
historic and aesthetic interest.  

Setting

4.30 The park and gardens surrounding Brocket Hall were commissioned 
and designed to provide an impressive landscape setting to the 18th 
century mansion. That function is still performed by the landscape 
today, through the survival of the Broadwater and associated historic 
features. As noted above this setting relationship has been significantly 
compromised by the creation of the Brocket Hall Golf Club on the 
estate. The physical changes to the landscape, combined with the 
change in the nature and the intensity of its use, has detrimentally 
altered the appearance and the character of the 18th century landscape, 
and, therefore, the experience and appreciation of the grade I listed 
Brocket Hall. 

4.31 Regarding the wider landscape setting of the estate as a whole, it 
is clear that historically, the ‘polite’ landscape at Brocket Hall had a 
well-defined boundary and enclosed character, and this remains the 
case today. For much of the estate’s history, the pleasure grounds and 
parkland were positioned almost exclusively to the north of the River 
Lea, which formed a natural boundary separating them from the estate’s 
home farm and agricultural land to the southwest.  

4.32 No designed vistas from the hall to the wider landscape to the 
southwest are apparent on any 18th or 19th century survey plans or 
surviving proposals for the landscape, and it is evident that prior to 
the 20th century there was no relationship between the park and 
the garden and the land to the south of Marford Road. The 20th 
century avenue, which changed the estate’s relationship with the 
land to the south, was similarly not intended to offer long views 
across the landscape beyond the parkland, instead terminating 
at Benstead’s Wood, a densely planted woodland preventing any 
visibility to the south. 

4.33 The contained nature of the park and gardens remains today, with 
densely planted landscaped boundaries and mature trees positioned 
to the park edges. Due to the park’s topography and this interposing 
vegetation, there is limited intervisibility with the surrounding landscape 
setting of the park, although one can hear the presence of the A1 
motorway which runs adjacent to the RPG to the east. 

4.34 It is clear that the proposed site allocation, which lies a kilometre to 
the south west of the Brocket estate beyond Benstead’s Wood, and 
other interposing vegetation, does not form part of the wider visual 
setting of the grade I listed Brocket Hall or the grade II registered park 
and garden. The land under consideration, in other words, contributes 
nothing to our appreciation of the RPG’s special interest. 

Assessment

4.35 Our analysis above demonstrates that throughout much of its history, 
the Brocket Hall Estate was largely inwardly-focussed. This is a 
contained, enclosed landscape, with the exception of the one 20th 
century axial view that extends over Marford Road. It is clear, however, 
that even this view was intended to terminate at Benstead’s Wood. 
Similarly, there is no historic functional relationship between the 
estate and the allocation site. There is a significant separating distance 
between the two, in which both the underlying topography and 
vegetation intervenes, impeding any visual relationship between the 
registered landscape and the site. 

4.36 For the reasons set out above, we can see no basis for which there 
would be any impact on the significance of this sensitive registered 
landscape, or on the significance of any of the listed buildings and 
structures within it. One’s appreciation of this rich collection of 
complementary heritage assets would not be affected in any way by the 
proposed allocation.  



Lemsford
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5.0	 LEMSFORD

5.1 The historic settlement of Lemsford adjoins the Brocket Hall RPG to the 
east, and is located approximately 1.5km from the draft allocation site. 
In its representation letter of 20 October 2016 October 2016, Historic 
England raised the potential impact of increased traffic arising from 
the proposed allocation on the listed buildings and structures within 
Lemsford. To inform our assessment we set out below a brief summary 
of the settlement and the heritage assets contained within it.

Summary	development

5.2 There has been a long established settlement at Lemsford, which was 
originally part of the parish of Hatfield. The village, which is located to 
the immediate east of the Brocket Estate, is bounded on its western 
edge by the estate and by the A1(M) to the east. 

5.3 The earliest surviving plans of the Brocket Estate show the settlement 
of Lemsford adjacent to the park boundary, and the village continued to 
be depicted on subsequent estate plans (Figure	5.1).The land occupied by 
the village was owned by Lord Cowper in the 19th century, and from this 
and the available cartographic evidence, it can be inferred throughout the 
18th and 19th centuries Lemsford comprised an estate village. 

Figure	5.1	 Extract of the Estate Plan of Brocket Hall from 1752 showing the village of Lemsford on the boundary of the estate
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Heritage Assets

5.4 The village contains 12 designated heritage assets, all of which are listed at 
grade II, and the majority of which date from the 17th and 18th centuries. 
The grade II listed Lemsford Bridge, which crosses the River Lea in the 
centre of the village, dates from the 18th century (Figure	5.2). A number 
of Lemsford’s listed buildings also date from the 1850s-60s, and are 
associated with the rebuilding of Lemsford’s Mill (Figure	5.3) in the west of 
the settlement adjacent to the RPG boundary. This collection of buildings is 
shown consistently on historic plans from the 18th century onwards. 

5.5 The village church of St John the Evangelist of Lemsford was constructed 
in 1858-9 to the designs of David Brandon in an Early English Gothic 
Style. The church was erected by the Dowager Countess Cowper of 
Brocket Hall as a memorial to her husband and children, and upon its 
consecration, Lemsford became a separate ecclesiastical parish. The 
church’s position in the southernmost part of the village is noteworthy for 
its location at the corner of the Brocket Hall park and gardens, where it 
tangibly reinforces the connection of the village to the estate (Figure	5.4). 

5.6 A historic map regression of Lemsford, showing the evolution of the 
village, is provided in Figure	5.5 to Figure	5.7.

Figure	5.2	 Photograph of Lemsford Bridge from 2004 Figure	5.3	 Photograph of Lemsford Mill from 2004

Figure	5.4	 The grade II listed Church of St John the Evangelist, Lemsford, at the junction to the Brocket Hall Estate. 

Lemsford
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Landmark Historical Map
County: HERTFORDSHIRE
Published Date(s): 1884
Originally plotted at: 1:10,560

Figure	5.5	 Ordnance Survey Map of Lemsford from 1879

Landmark Historical Map
County: HERTFORDSHIRE
Published Date(s): 1925
Originally plotted at: 1:10,560

Figure	5.6	 Ordnance Survey Map of Lemsford from 1923
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Landmark Historical Map
Mapping: Epoch 5
Published Date(s): 1976
Originally plotted at: 1:10,000

Figure	5.7	 Ordnance Survey map of Lemsford from 1966

Assessment	

5.7 We have had regard to the transport analysis conducted by the Estates’ 
transport consultant WSP, relating to the listed buildings and structures 
in Lemsford. WSP conclude that: 

 ‘As summarised in our submitted technical evidence base, 
the approved strategic highway model (WHASH) was used to 
assign forecast development trips to the strategic and local road 
network.  Road network option testing was then undertaken 
using a Paramics model for various future year scenarios.  A 
package of mitigation measures has been identified to mitigate 
the site specific impacts of the key GCE sites.
 We have reviewed the forecast development related traffic flows 
through Lemsford Village.  In terms of the assessed 3 hour AM 
and PM peak periods, the developments at Symondshyde and 
Stanborough were forecast to have a minimal impact on traffic 
flows through Lemsford Village.  Forecast development traffic 
(demand flows) through the Village for the peak periods was as 
follows;
AM peak period: northbound 17, southbound 9 (demand flows)
PM peak period: northbound 13, southbound 17  (demand flows)
Accordingly it is concluded that the traffic impacts on the 
listed Lemsford Bridge, associated with the Symondshyde and 
Stanborough developments would be negligible.      

5.8 Therefore, although it is likely that there will be an increase of traffic 
flow through Lemsford as a result of the proposed allocation, this is 
considered to be a negligible change in the context of the current traffic 
flows in the area, which is already characterised by the movement of 
vehicles associated with the entry slip road to the A1 (M). 

5.9 We do not consider that the negligible change in traffic flow over the 
listed bridge, would materially affect our ability to appreciate its special 
interest. This conclusion holds for other assets in the village, singly or 
collectively. 

5.10 We conclude that the proposed site allocation would not harm the 
special interest of the heritage assets in Lemsford.
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6.0	 CONCLUSION

6.1 This heritage appraisal has considered the likely heritage impacts 
arising from the allocation of the site at Symondshyde as a new English 
village. The site incorporates one grade II listed building and lies 
approximately a kilometre to the south west of the sensitive heritage 
assets comprising the Brocket Hall estate and the listed buildings and 
structures in the neighbouring village of Lemsford. 

6.2 We conclude that the site does not make any contribution to an 
appreciation of the special interest of the Brocket Hall estate, which 
would not be affected the allocation of this site. Whilst traffic flow 
through Lemsford is likely to increase as a result of the proposed 
allocation, this is considered to be negligible in the context of existing 
traffic movement throughout the village, and would not materially affect 
either the physical demands on the fabric of the grade II listed Lemsford 
Bridge or the appreciation of special interest of the assets in Lemsford. 

6.3 Whilst the proposed allocation would result in extensive, even 
transformative change to the setting of the grade II listed Symondshyde 
Farmhouse, for the reasons set out above in Section	3.0, we do not 
consider this necessarily to be a harmful change, either to the historic 
landscape character of the land or to an appreciation of the special 
interest of the listed building. 

6.4 We conclude this for four reasons: first, the setting on one side already 
is very poor, detracting from an appreciation of the listed building’s 
special interest. Second, the landscape proposals show a generous 
area of garden to the north. Third, the new buildings are attractively 
arranged and set back relative to the listed building. Finally, the 
‘presence’ of the listed building is such that it can form part of a larger 
planned ensemble whilst retaining its character and importance. Indeed, 
it can add value to the development, contributing to a sense of place 
and increasing public appreciation. Should a different judgement be 
formed, we consider that such harm must be limited in its extent, and 
therefore the weight of the planning benefits needed to offset this must 
be proportionate. 
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HERITAGE ASSET PLAN 

	 Draft	Allocation	Site

Listed	Buildings

1. Symondshyde Farm (Grade II)

2. Old Beech Hyde and Adjoining 
Barn (Grade II)

3. John Bunyans Chimney (Grade II)

4. Upper Cromer Hyde Farmhouse 
(Grade II)

5. 16 And 18, Cromer Hyde (Grade II)

6. 14, Cromer Hyde (Grade II)

7. The Crooked Chimney Public 
House (Grade II)

8. Gosmoor (Lemsford Boarding 
Kennels and Cattery) (Grade II)

9. The Old Cottage (Grade II)

10. Astwick Manor (British Aerospace 
Technical School) (Grade II)

Scheduled

 Wheathampstead earthwork 
incorporating Devils Dyke  
and the Slad

Registered	Park	&	Gardens
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SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE

List entry Number: 1348151

Location

SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE, HAMMOND'S LANE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158401

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Hatfield TL 11 SE HATFIELD HAMMOND'S LANE (north side) 
 
4/138 Symondshyde Farmhouse
 
- 
 
- II 
 
Farmhouse. C17 and probably earlier timber frame. Early-mid C19 red brick E
extension. W side is 2 storeys and attics, roughcast with steep plain tile roofs.
C17 cross wing on W to form half H plan. Casements with glazing bars. 2



gabled attic dormers to centre portion. C18 flush panel door on le  centre
with rectangular lobe pattern fan and architrave frame. Console brackets to
cornic hood. E and W gable ends have wavy edged bargeboards with tall
polygonal finials. W front has 1:1:1 glazing bar sash windows and slightly
projecting gabled centre with Tudor hoods to window and door. 
 
Listing NGR: TL1991711368

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 19917 11368

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and Conditions (https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1348151 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin

t.svc/314973/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 02-Feb-2017 at 10:34:32.

End of o icial listing



BROCKET HALL

List Entry Summary

This garden or other land is registered under the Historic
Buildings and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 within the Register
of Historic Parks and Gardens by English Heritage for its special
historic interest.

Name: BROCKET HALL

List entry Number: 1000540

Location

The garden or other land may lie within the boundary of more than one
authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: St. Albans

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Wheathampstead

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Ayot St. Peter

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first registered: 11-Jun-1987

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: Parks and Gardens

UID: 1524

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Garden

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History



Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

A mid C18 landscape park remodelled by Richard Woods, c 1770, surrounding
an C18 country house. 
 
HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
In 1700 the Brocket estate was described thus: 'Brocket Hall was the ancient
seat of the Brockets situated upon a dry hill in a fair park, well wooded and
greatly timber'd enclosed with a brick wall on the west side of the road for
the length of a mile and plentifully watered with the River Lea' (Chauncy
1700). Charles Bridgeman (d 1738) produced surveys in the 1730s and made
proposals which were not implemented (Bodleian Library). 
 
In 1746 Matthew Lamb (1705-68) bought Brocket Hall from the estate of
Thomas Winnington (d 1746). A plan of 1752 (HRO) shows that the old manor
house or Hall stood to the north of an adjoining walled garden containing
serpentine paths, set in extensive parkland. The park was laid out with a belt,
many copses, clumps and specimen trees, and a lake which was formed from
the widened River Lea. The bulbous southern end of the lake was
embellished with a curlicue which concealed the dam. Upon Lamb's death
his son, Sir Pennistone Lamb (1748-1819, cr Baron Melbourne 1770, Viscount
Melbourne 1781), inherited the estate, continuing works previously started by
his father, including the rebuilding of the Hall by James Paine (begun c 1760).
Richard Woods was employed from 1770 to improve the setting of Paine's
Hall within the park, but there is no known plan by Woods. In 1787 Angus
noted how 'The Water and Out-grounds were laid out and disposed by Mr
Woods of Essex in the most luxuriant and masterly Manner'. Woods appears
to have been employed at Brocket Park until 1774, and his completed work is
shown on a plan of 1798 (HRO). He modified the planting and widened the
existing water body into a larger lake which extended the length of the park,
altering the water level to accommodate a bridge previously built by Paine. A
new approach drive was also created, carried across the stately new sheet of
water by this imposing bridge. Woods also probably moved the kitchen
garden to its present position and carried out work connected with the
shrubbery, pleasure grounds, new dairy, hothouse and pinery, which is
recorded in estate account books (Garden Hist 1987). 
 
The estate continued in the Lamb family during the C19, passing to William

Francis Cowper (cr Baron Mount Temple 1880) upon the death of his mother,
Emily Lamb (1787-1869), who had married first the fi h Earl Cowper (d 1837)
and second, in 1839, the third Viscount Palmerston (prime minister 1855-8,
1859-65). The estate was sold to the present (1999) Lord Brocket's family in
1922 and remains partly in private ownership, the Hall being used for
corporate entertainment, with much of the parkland overlain by golf courses. 
 
DESCRIPTION 
 
LOCATION, AREA, BOUNDARIES, LANDFORM, SETTING Brocket Hall lies at the
west edge of Welwyn Garden City, from which it is separated by the late C20
A1(M) motorway, between the village of Lemsford to the south and the hamlet
of Ayot Green to the north. The c 200ha site is bounded to the east by the
A1(M) motorway, the road occupying the site of a strip of former park
woodland which lay adjacent to the former east boundary. This strip was
itself bounded by the Great North Road which lies immediately to the east of
the motorway. The other boundaries are largely marked by agricultural land
and woodland, with the south-west boundary formed partly by the B653
Hatfield to Wheathampstead road, and the south-east boundary partly
adjoining Lemsford. The ground slopes generally south-westwards down to
the course of the River Lea, incorporating The Broadwater, which flows south
across the estate. South-west of the Lea the ground rises again. The setting is
partly rural, with, beyond the busy motorway, the extensive C20 development
of Welwyn Garden City. 
 
ENTRANCES AND APPROACHES The main approach to the park is from the
south, via the south drive, which leaves the B653 c 1km south-south-east of
the Hall, at the junction with Church Hill. The drive extends north-west for
150m, flanked by lawns, these in turn flanked by the remains of a cedar
avenue, to reach a gateway guarded by lodges (James Paine c 1765, listed
grade II*) standing 900m south of the Hall. The two-storey, red-brick lodges
are ornamented with stone dressings and are flanked by screen walls. The
central gates repeat a semicircle motif found on the lodges. From here the
drive curves north-west, overlooking the Hall to the north, before turning
north-east 450m south of the Hall to cross The Broadwater, carried by James
Paine's stone bridge (1772-4, listed grade II*) which is itself overlooked by the
Hall to the north. From the bridge the drive curves north up a gentle rise to
arrive at a carriage sweep on the south-east front. From here a spur curves
northwards, east of the Hall, to give access to a service entrance on the north-
west side of the Hall, and the stable block standing c 125m north-west of the
Hall. A further spur leaves the south drive 250m south of the Hall, continuing



north to the east of the Hall in a wide arc, to join the service drive to the
stables 50m north of the Hall. 
 
A further approach, via Ayot Green, enters 900m north-north-east of the Hall,
guarded by two red-brick, square-plan lodges and four large gate piers
(James Paine c 1750s, listed grade II) flanking the drive. From here the north
drive extends south-south-west through woodland, before emerging into
parkland 400m from the Hall. The drive joins the outer spur of the south drive
150m north-east of the Hall. 
 
A network of further paths and drives overlies the park. 
 
PRINCIPAL BUILDING Brocket Hall (James Paine c 1760-80, listed grade I)
stands at the centre of the park, on an eminence, overlooking much of the
parkland including The Broadwater below to the west and south. The three-
storey, red-brick Hall is a piecemeal reconstruction of an older courtyard
house, rebuilt for Sir Matthew Lamb and his son Sir Pennistone Lamb. 
 
The stable block (James Paine c 1750s, converted to hotel use 1987, listed
grade II) stands c 125m north-west of the Hall, the two-storey, red-brick block
having been built for Sir Matthew Lamb. Some 175m west of the Hall stands a
group of buildings enclosing three sides of a courtyard, including the former
laundry house and laundry block (both probably James Paine mid(late C18,
listed grade II). The laundry block has been converted into a golf clubhouse.
The former stables and laundry buildings are prominent in views within the
parkland. 
 
GARDENS AND PLEASURE GROUNDS The pleasure grounds extend north-west
from the Hall in a sinuous band, sweeping down to the northern section of
The Broadwater and, north of this, the narrower course of the River Lea. The
pleasure grounds are laid largely to lawn with scattered mature specimen
trees, including cedars of Lebanon. A path runs north-west from the Hall to
the edge of the pleasure grounds and the Flint Bridge standing on the
northern boundary, 750m north-west of the Hall. 
 
Some 200m west of the Hall, at the east side of the former laundry complex,
stands The Temple (probably James Paine mid(late C18, listed grade II*), a
brick and stucco, single-storey building with an elliptical porch and a marble
basin said to have been used for taking syllabub. The Temple overlooks the
park and Broadwater to the south. 
 

The pleasure grounds were laid out initially in the mid C18 as parkland with
many clumps of trees and singles, being remodelled as a pleasure circuit with
a waterside walk as part of Woods' campaign of the 1770s (estate plan, 1752;
Pallett, 1798). 
 
PARK The park surrounds the Hall which is set in open parkland with the
remains of scattered parkland trees. The parkland is now (1999) largely
overlain by golf courses and is bounded by substantial woodland belts. The
park is dominated by, and divided into two sections, by the River Lea, which
enters the park via the Flint Bridge in Bluebell Hill Wood 750m north-west of
the Hall, leaving again 800m south-east of the Hall. The river is substantially
enlarged southwards from 300m west of the Hall for c 1km, to form the
sinuous Broadwater, which is overlooked by the Hall and parkland which
rises to either side of it. The Broadwater had been created by the mid C18, it
being remodelled and enlarged in places by Woods during the 1770s to
accommodate Paine's three-arched stone bridge carrying the south drive
(estate plan, 1752; Pallett, 1798). 
 
A broad avenue begins c 450m south-west of the Hall (on which it is aligned),
extending a further 350m south-west to the B653. The avenue is separated
from the road by wrought-iron gates and a flanking screen set on a low brick
wall (1935, the whole listed grade II) on the east side of the road, and extends
for a further 400m beyond the B653, terminating at Benstead's Wood (the
woodland being outside the area here registered). Views extend north-east
along the avenue to the south-west front of the Hall, which is framed by
woodland to the north-east, The Broadwater being invisible from the gates
and screen, and from the south-western half of the avenue. The avenue was
laid out in the early C20 (OS 1899; 1923), and the gates and screen erected in
the mid 1930s by the second Lord Brocket in memory of his parents. 
 
The park retains traces of the mid C18 layout, and much evidence of Woods'
improvements of the 1770s, and seems to have been little altered in the C19.
The woodland blocks present in the late C18 (Pallett, 1798) have, however,
gradually been considerably enlarged and some have merged as a result. 
 
An icehouse formerly stood 150m north-east of the Hall, in a clump of trees
(OS 1898). 
 
KITCHEN GARDEN The walled kitchen gardens (probably James Paine or
Richard Woods, mid(late C18, listed grade II) lie 300m north-west of the Hall.
They are divided into several sections, together with an attached gardener's



cottage and octagonal, early C19 glasshouse and other service buildings and
glasshouses. An earlier kitchen garden lay to the north of the stables (estate
map, 1752). 
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Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 21398 13021

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and Conditions (https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1000540 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/576/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.
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End of o icial listing



BROCKET HALL

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: BROCKET HALL

List entry Number: 1100987

Location

BROCKET HALL, MARFORD ROAD 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: I

Date first listed: 06-Feb-1952

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158435

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD MARFORD ROAD (north side) 
 
5/172 Brocket Hall 
 
6.2.52 
 
GV I 
 
Large rectangular mansion built by James Paine for Sir Mathew Lamb and his
son Sir Penistone Lamb (later Lord Melbourne) c1760 to c1780. Piecemeal
reconstruction of an older courtyard house, the staircase filling the courtyard



space. Red brick exteriors with some stone dressings. Westmoreland slate
roof. 3 storeys, attic and basement. Mostly original glazing bar sash windows.
Gauged brick lintels. Continuous stone sill bands and moulded cornice. 
 
9-window entrance front on SW has 3-window slightly projecting centre with
raised pedimented attic. Stone Ionic doorcase with three-quarter engaged
columns, entablature and pediment. Dressed stone surrounds to centre 1st
floor window and to the central ground and first floor windows of the flanking
walls. Stone armorial plaque in attic pediment. SW elevation has 1:3:1
window centre, the middle part projecting slightly and having tall, round-
headed ground floor windows with three-quarter engaged Ionic columns.
Attic to whole centre. At either end are 3- storey canted window bays. NE
elevation is 3 storeys only. ABCBA composition. The outer bays have ground
and 1st floor Venetian windows and 2nd floor therm windows. 3-storey
canted windows to intermediate bays. Centre bay has ground and 1st floor
relieving arches to single lights. NW service elevation has plain 3-window
projecting centre. 
 
Interior has top-lit staircase hall, the gallery with honeysuckle pattern railings
and columns with spiral-fluted lower parts. Alcoves either end with circular
and oval saucer domes. Large saloon with gilt coved ceiling. Paintings
designed and begun by John Hamilton Mortimer and completed by Wheatley.
Library has bookcases by Chippendale and Adam-style ceiling with inset
panels by Cipriani. The second Viscount Melbourne lived with his wife Lady
Caroline Ponsonby and died here in 1848. Viscount Palmerston died here in
1865 (C.L. 4 and 18.7.25; Pevsner (1977). 
 
Listing NGR: TL2140813036

Selected Sources

Books and journals 
Pevsner, N, Cherry, B, The Buildings of England: Hertfordshire, (1977) 
'Country Life' in 18 July, (1925) 
'Country Life' in 4 July, (1925) 
Other
Register of Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in England, Part 21
Hertfordshire,  

National Grid Reference: TL 21408 13036

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and Conditions (https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1100987 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/98987/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 15-Mar-2017 at 11:14:46.

End of o icial listing



22 AND 24, LEMSFORD VILLAGE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: 22 AND 24, LEMSFORD VILLAGE

List entry Number: 1173491

Location

22 AND 24, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 13-Aug-1979

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158422

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (north-west side)  
 
5/159 Nos 22 and 24 
 
13.8.79 
 
GV II 
 
Cottage range. C18 casing to C17 timber framed cottage. Red brick with burnt
brick headers; modern, red-tile, gable-end roof. Single storey and attics. 4
leaded casements and 4 similar gabled dormers. Le  hand door is C18 flush



panels with 2 glazed panes. Large chimney stack with joined square sha s. 1
stack on SW gable end. 
 
Listing NGR: TL2204912479

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 22049 12479

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1173491 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/162266/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:43:10.

End of o icial listing

BRIDGE HOUSE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: BRIDGE HOUSE

List entry Number: 1348157

Location

BRIDGE HOUSE, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.



Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158428

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (south-east side)
 
5/165 Bridge House 
 
- 
 
GV II 
 
House. Late C18. Red brick, double pile house. Plain tile roof with front gable-
end chimney stacks and parapets. 2 storeys. 4 recessed glazing bar sash
windows. Modern parapet. Door on le  of centre has 6 flush panels,

semicircular fan with crossed glazing bars and flush panel surround with
pilasters, fluted consoles and flat hood. Later outshut on NW. 
 
Listing NGR: TL2207212426

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 22072 12426

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1348157 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/314977/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:43:44.

End of o icial listing



BRIDGE OVER RIVER LEA OR LEE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: BRIDGE OVER RIVER LEA OR LEE

List entry Number: 1296198

Location

BRIDGE OVER RIVER LEA OR LEE, LEMSFORD VILLAGE

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158427

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE 
 
5/164 Bridge over River Lea or Lee - 
 
GV II 
 
Bridge. Earlier C18. Red brick with stone coping. 2 arches. Stone coping on
buttresses of cutwaters. 3 plain pilasters on side walls. 
 
Listing NGR: TL2205512450



Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 22055 12450

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1296198 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/269469/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:43:26.

End of o icial listing

CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE
EVANGELIST

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST

List entry Number: 1348158

Location

CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.



Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158432

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (south-east side)
 
5/169 Church of St John the Evangelist - 
 
GV II 
 
Church. 1858-9 by David Brandon in Early English Gothic style. Rough-cut
ashlar stone with smooth stone dressings. Westmoreland slate roofs. SE
chapel added in 1930 for the Nall-Cain family by F E Howard in Perpendicular
style. Nave has trefoil-headed single lancets with hood moulds, stepped

buttresses and continuous moulded sill course. Parapeted gabled S porch.
Two stage W tower has clasp buttresses, 2-light plate-tracery belfry opening
and quatrefoil parapet. Large 5-light E window with intersecting geometric
style tracery. SE chapel has 3 4-centred arch windows with cusped tracery
and moulded, stepped buttresses. Moulded plinth and crenellated parapet. W
door with crocketed ogeed arch is surmounted by an elaborate 2-light
window. Interior has naturalistic leaf capitals. Stained glass to E window by
Clayton and Bell 1874. Altar frontal in carved wood dated 1605. Rich lierne
vaulting to chapel. Canopied tomb in luscious perpendicular style to Florence
Nall-Cain (d. 1927). Altar reredos carved in wood and alabaster. (Pevsner
(1977)). 
 
Listing NGR: TL2179312007

Selected Sources

Books and journals 
Pevsner, N, Cherry, B, The Buildings of England: Hertfordshire, (1977) 

National Grid Reference: TL 21793 12007

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1348158 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/314978/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:51:05.



End of o icial listing

LEMSFORD MILL

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: LEMSFORD MILL

List entry Number: 1173499

Location

LEMSFORD MILL, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 28-Feb-1978

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.



Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158424

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (north-west side) 
 
5/161 Lemsford Mill 
 
28.2.78 
 
GV II 
 
Large water corn mill, converted to flats. Rebuilt 1863 according to date stone
in south wall. 4 storeys and attic. Ground and 1st floor of pale gault brick, the
upper storeys clad with weatherboarding. Slate roof half hipped at N end with

bracketed weatherboarded housed hoist above centre of east front. 5-bay
elevations. Small segmental arched windows in brickwork, timber lintels to
those in weatherboarding. Superimposed former loading doors in line with
the hoist. The mill wheel which was overshot, is no longer in situ. Internally
the structural system of cast iron columns with concave echinus to the
capitals is still intact; queen post trusses carry roof. 
 
Listing NGR: TL2194612376

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 21946 12376

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1173499 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/162273/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:44:51.

End of o icial listing



LEMSFORD VILLAGE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: LEMSFORD VILLAGE

List entry Number: 1101026

Location

LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 04-Sep-1978

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.



Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158421

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (north-west side) 
 
5/158 No 20 
 
4.9.78 
 
GV II 
 
Cottage. C17 timber framed. Brick infill, rendered. Plain tile roof with gable
ends. 1 storey and attics. 2 modern gabled dormers. Modern casements and
glazed door. External brick chimney stack at each end, one with a circular

oven at the base, the other is partly exposed in a small modern single storey
extension. Later outshut at rear with catslide roof. 
 
Listing NGR: TL2209512496

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 22095 12496

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1101026 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/99021/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:42:50.

End of o icial listing



MILL COTTAGE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: MILL COTTAGE

List entry Number: 1348156

Location

MILL COTTAGE, 34, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 28-Feb-1978

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158423

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (north-west side) 
 
5/160 No 34 (Mill Cottages) 28.2.78 
 
GV II 
 
Cottage range. Early-mid C19 casing, probably to earlier core. Single storey.
Plastered walls, slate hipped roof. Red brick chimney stack on right centre. 3
modern casement bow windows, formerly Yorkshire casements. Included for



association and group value with The Mill. 
 
Listing NGR: TL2195012405

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 21950 12405

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1348156 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/398422/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:44:23.

End of o icial listing

NUMBER 37 INCLUDING OUTHOUSE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: NUMBER 37 INCLUDING OUTHOUSE

List entry Number: 1101029

Location

NUMBER 37 INCLUDING OUTHOUSE, 37, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: 09-Jan-1985



Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158430

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

In the entry for HATFIELD Lemsford 5/167 LEMSFORD VILLAGE (south-east
side) 
 
No 35 including outhouse 
 
the entry shall be amended to read:- Lemsford LEMSFORD VILLAGE (South-
east Side) 
 
No 37 (including outhouse) 
 
 

 
The description should be amended to read:- 
 
House C17 or earlier, to rear of No. 35. Single storey with 2 gabled dormers.
Red brick. Steep pitched old tile roof with large chimney stack on SE enclosed
by modern single storey extension. Segmental leaded ground floor windows.
Outhouse with weatherboarding and pantile roof adjoins extension on SE. 
 
------------------------------------ 
 
Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (south-east side)
 
5/167 No 35 including outhouse - 
 
GV II 
 
House. C19 and modern front to C17 or earlier rear wing. Red brick ground
floor, weatherboarded upper floor, slate roof hipped on SW side. 2 modern
windows. Rear wing is single storey with 2 gabled dormers. Red brick. Steep
pitched old tile roof with large chimney stack on SE enclosed by modern
single storey extension. Segmental headed ground floor windows. Outhouse
with weatherboarding and pan tile roof adjoins extension on SE. Lemsford 
 
Listing NGR: TL2200712396

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 22007 12396

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).



The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1101029 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/406344/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:44:07.

End of o icial listing

THE MILL HOUSE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: THE MILL HOUSE

List entry Number: 1101027

Location

THE MILL HOUSE, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 28-Feb-1978

Date of most recent amendment: 09-Dec-1983



Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158425

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (north-west side) 
 
5/162 The Mill House Previously listed as No 38 28.2.78 (Mill House) 
 
GV II 
 
Mill owners house. C1838-39. Backs on to the south end of the Mill. Extended
to sides and rear c1850-60 in sympathetic manner. Yellow stock brick, 2-
storey, 3-bay original entrance front facing the road with hipped slate roof.
Central dormer. Tripartite outer windows with single sash over doorway,
shallow revealed glazing bar sashes. Slightly cambered gauged brick arches.

6-reeded-panel door. Lobe pattern fan. C1850-60 shallow gabled wing breaks
forward to le  hand, with similar tripartite windows. Glazing bar sashes to
side. Tripartite windows to rear as well. Important group value with mill
complex. 
 
Listing NGR: TL2195012362

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 21950 12362

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1101027 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/424206/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:45:03.

End of o icial listing



THE OLD COTTAGE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: THE OLD COTTAGE

List entry Number: 1296165

Location

THE OLD COTTAGE, 49, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158431

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (south-east side) 
 
5/168 No 49 (The Old Cottage) - 
 
GV II 
 
House. Late C17. Timber framed. Modern roughcast on plaster and red brick.
1 storey and attics. Clasped purlin old tile roof has two gabled dormers and a
red brick chimney stack on SW end. 2 sloping buttresses and 2 casements to



front. Cross wing on SW with tile hung gablet above ridge. (RCHM Typescript) 
 
Listing NGR: TL2194012294

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 21940 12294

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1296165 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/269443/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:45:16.

End of o icial listing

THE SUN INN

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: THE SUN INN

List entry Number: 1173523

Location

THE SUN INN, LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.



Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158429

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (south-east side)
 
5/166 The Sun Inn 
 
- 
 
GV II 
 
Public House. Circa 1730-40. Chequered red brick. Old tile roof with 2 hipped
casement dormers and gable end stacks. 2 storeys and attics. 3 C19/20 sash
windows, those of ground floor in canted bay windows either side of central

doors, the whole with a tile hung canopy. C18 moulded wood eaves cornice.
C18/19 lean-to on SW with modern extension. (RCHM Typescript) 
 
Listing NGR: TL2205212418

Selected Sources

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details

National Grid Reference: TL 22052 12418

Map

© Crown Copyright and database right 2017.
All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence
number 100024900. 
© British Crown and SeaZone Solutions
Limited 2017. All rights reserved. Licence
number 102006.006. 
Use of this data is subject to Terms and
Conditions
(https://historicengland.org.uk/terms/website-
terms-conditions/).

The above map is for quick reference purposes only and may not be to scale.
For a copy of the full scale map, please see the attached PDF - 1173523 .pdf
(http://mapservices.HistoricEngland.org.uk/printwebservicehle/StatutoryPrin
t.svc/162294/HLE_A4L_Grade|HLE_A3L_Grade.pdf)

The PDF will be generated from our live systems and may take a few minutes
to download depending on how busy our servers are. We apologise for this
delay.

This copy shows the entry on 08-Mar-2017 at 11:43:55.

End of o icial listing



THREE OUTBUILDINGS TO
NORTH,NORTH-WEST OF LEMSFORD
MILL

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: THREE OUTBUILDINGS TO NORTH,NORTH-WEST OF LEMSFORD MILL

List entry Number: 1101028

Location

THREE OUTBUILDINGS TO NORTH,NORTH-WEST OF LEMSFORD MILL,
LEMSFORD VILLAGE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 28-Feb-1978

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158426

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Lemsford TL 21 SW HATFIELD LEMSFORD VILLAGE (north-west side) 
 
5/163 Three outbuildings to north, north-west of 28.2.78 Lemsford Mill GV II 
 
Cart sheds and storehouse. Probably c1863, when mill was rebuilt. All tarred
weatherboarded. 1 plain tile roof. 1 pyramid slate roof. 1 hipped slate roof
with pan-tile roof outbuilding attached. 3-light glazing bar casement to plain-



SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE

List entry Number: 1348151

Location

SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE, HAMMOND'S LANE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158401

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Hatfield TL 11 SE HATFIELD HAMMOND'S LANE (north side) 
 
4/138 Symondshyde Farmhouse
 
- 
 
- II 
 
Farmhouse. C17 and probably earlier timber frame. Early-mid C19 red brick E
extension. W side is 2 storeys and attics, roughcast with steep plain tile roofs.
C17 cross wing on W to form half H plan. Casements with glazing bars. 2



SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE

List Entry Summary

This building is listed under the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990 as amended for its special
architectural or historic interest.

Name: SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE

List entry Number: 1348151

Location

SYMONDSHYDE FARMHOUSE, HAMMOND'S LANE 

The building may lie within the boundary of more than one authority.

County: Hertfordshire

District: Welwyn Hatfield

District Type: District Authority

Parish: Hatfield

National Park: Not applicable to this List entry.

Grade: II

Date first listed: 09-Dec-1983

Date of most recent amendment: Not applicable to this List entry.

Legacy System Information

The contents of this record have been generated from a legacy data system.

Legacy System: LBS

UID: 158401

Asset Groupings

This list entry does not comprise part of an Asset Grouping. Asset Groupings
are not part of the o icial record but are added later for information.

List entry Description

Summary of Building

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Reasons for Designation

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

History

Legacy Record - This information may be included in the List Entry Details.

Details

Hatfield TL 11 SE HATFIELD HAMMOND'S LANE (north side) 
 
4/138 Symondshyde Farmhouse
 
- 
 
- II 
 
Farmhouse. C17 and probably earlier timber frame. Early-mid C19 red brick E
extension. W side is 2 storeys and attics, roughcast with steep plain tile roofs.
C17 cross wing on W to form half H plan. Casements with glazing bars. 2
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APPENDIX 3: Illustrative Masterplan Material
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Brooks	Murray	Section	through	Illustrative	Masterplan
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Brooks	Murray	Section	through	Illustrative	Masterplan
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APPENDIX 4: Landscape Characterisation Study 


















