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Glossary 

(If a word is written in italics, it is explained elsewhere in the glossary) 
Allotment Gardens: These are areas which are available to rent from the 
Council, Parish Councils or other organisations which may be used for 
gardening, growing your own fruit and vegetables, and getting physical activity 
on an area near your home.  
 
Amenity Green Space: Amenity Green Spaces include village greens and 
landscaped green space in and around housing and informal recreation 
spaces 
 
Biodiversity: The whole variety of life encompassing all genetics,  species 
and ecosystem variations, including plants and animals 
 
Built Sports Facilities: Built sports facilities include sports centres, 
community halls, and any other building in which sport and recreational 
activities can take place.  
 
Cemeteries and Graveyards: Cemeteries and graveyards offer areas for 
peaceful reflection. Graveyards are associated with a Church, whereas 
cemeteries are separate from a Church. 
 
Civic Spaces: Civic spaces include places such as market squares, which 
provide a much needed open space for promotions, markets and civic events. 

 
 
Community Strategy: Prepared by the Local Strategic Partnership it co-
ordinates the actions of local public, private, voluntary and community sectors 
with the aim of improving the social, environmental and economic well-being 
of its area.  
 
Distance thresholds: The straight line distance to an open space site. 
 
Dual Use Agreement: An agreement between a local community 
organisation such as a school and local authority over the use of the sporting 
facilities. This is so that the community can use the facilities in out of school  
hours. 
 
Excluded Settlements: Towns and settlements which are excluded from the 
Green belt 
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Field In Trust (FIT) / National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) 
A charity which aims to safeguard playing fields, recreation grounds and play 
areas from built development. The NPFA produced a guidance document on 
provision of playing fields called the Six Acre Standard. Since the 21st May 
2007 NPFA have been known as Fields In Trust (FIT). 
 
Free Public Access (FPA): There is no charge to use the facility, however 
there may be restricted opening hours for reasons of security. This may 
include playing pitches in secured community use. 

 
GIS (Geographical Information System): GIS is a computer system where a 
variety of information can inputted to form a map. 
 
Green Corridors: A green corridor is a site that either links two or more green 
spaces, creates a link between urban areas and rural countryside or acts as a 
potential wildlife corridor within an urban area. 
 
Green Flag Award: is the national standard for parks and green spaces in 
England and Wales.  The award scheme began in 1996 as a means of 
recognising and rewarding the best green spaces in the country. Awards are 
given on an annual basis and winners must apply each year to renew their 
Green Flag status. 
 
Green Infrastructure: Network of open space, woodlands, wildlife habitat 
parks and other natural areas, which sustain clean air, water, and natural 
resources and enrich their citizens' quality of life. 
 
Local Area of Play (LAP): small area of unsupervised open space 
specifically designated for young children for play activities close to where 
they live. They mainly cater for 4-6 year olds and should be appropriate for 
low-key games such as hopscotch. 
 
Local Equipped Area for Play (LEAP): unsupervised play area equipped for 
children of early school age. These mainly cater for 4-8 year olds and should 
offer at least 5 types of play equipment. 
 
Local Development Document: the collective term used in the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act for Development Plan Documents, Supplementary 
Planning Documents and other LDF documents such as the Statement of 
Community Involvement, the Local Development Scheme and the Annual 
Monitoring Report. 
 
Local Development Framework: The Local Development Framework (LDF) 
is the name for the portfolio of Local Development Documents and other 
related documents, which will provide the framework for delivering the spatial 
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planning strategy for the Borough. A Local Development Framework can 
consist of: 

• Development Plan Documents; 

• Supplementary Planning Documents; 

• Area Action Plans; 

• A Proposals Map; 

• A Local Development Scheme; 

• The Statement of Community Involvement; and 

• Annual Monitoring Reports. 
 
Natural Green Space: Natural/Semi-Natural Green Spaces can be areas of 
woodland which are either matured or semi-matured. There are a number of 
sites like this in the borough and they are often very important to local wildlife. 
An example of this type of site would be The Commons Local Nature Reserve 
in Welwyn Garden City. 
 
Neighbourhood Equipped Area for Play (NEAP): Unsupervised site 
providing for a large residential area. Should cater for 8-14 year olds and 
should offer at least 8 types of play equipment. 
 
Open Space: The Assessment uses the definition of “open space” given in 
PPG17: 

 
“… all open space of public value, including not just land, but also 
areas of water such as rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs which offer 
important opportunities for sport and recreation and can also act as a 
visual amenity”. 

Pay and Play (PP): Outdoor sports facilities where the public has to pay to 
use the facilities. It may be possible to block book for a specific activity or for 
lessons. This may include playing pitches on a school site which has entered 
into a dual use agreement.  

 
Planning Policy Statement (PPS): Documents prepared by the Government 
to explain statutory provisions and provide guidance on planning policy and 
the operation of the planning system.  Local authorities must take their 
contents into account in preparing plans.  Guidance may also be relevant to 
decisions on individual planning applications. 

 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004: Legislation aimed at 
improving the planning process and enhancing community involvement. 
Replaces parts of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, and introduces 
the new planning system. 
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Planning Policy Guidance: Government guidance (which will eventually be 
replaced by Planning Policy Statements) on how local planning authorities 
should implement National Planning Policy. 
 
Planning Policy Companion Guide: document offering further guidance on 
a certain aspect of a national planning policy. 
 
Play: For the purpose of this document we will use the Definition of play from 
the 2005 ‘Review of Children’s Play - Getting Serious about Play’ produced by 
the Department for Culture Media and Sport, which defines play as, 
‘What children and young people do when they follow their own ideas and 
interests in their own way and for their own reasons’. 
 
Private Hire (PH): Outdoor Sports facility where the public can use the site by 
being a member of a club or organisation which books it exclusively for their 
members. Membership of the club or organisation is open to everyone. This 
may include playing pitches on a school site which have entered into a dual 
use agreement.   

 
Private Use Only (PUO): The site is not accessible to the public unless they 
are invited to access by the owner or manager of the site. Also may include 
pitches owned by private schools or LEA schools which have not entered into 
a dual use agreement.   

 
Provision for Children and Teenagers: Provision for Children and 
Teenagers includes any type of facility which is primarily used by 0-16 year 
olds. This can include children’s play areas, teenage shelters, multi use 
games units and sports areas which are not at regulation size or are not 
provided fully for example, just one basketball hoop not a full court or just one 
football goal not a full pitch. 
 
Recreation: Recreation is when people spend time doing an activity that 
refreshes, diverts, or amuses. Recreation can be done in an active or passive 
manner. 

 
Registered Member Use (RMU): The public needs to a member to access 
the facility. The membership will usually consist of a joining fee and either 
monthly or annual subscription. 

 
Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS): Prepared by Regional Planning Bodies 
such as the East of England Regional Assembly, to provide a broad 
development strategy for a region over a 15 to 20 year period.  The Regional 
Spatial Strategy: 
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• identifies the scale and distribution of new housing in the region; 
• indicates areas for regeneration, expansion or sub-regional 

planning; and 
• specifies priorities for environment, transport, infrastructure, 

economic development, agriculture, minerals and waste treatment 
and disposal. 

 
Replaces Regional Planning Guidance and policies contained within the 
county-wide Structure Plans and forms part of the development plan for the 
area.  
 
Section 106 Agreement (S106): Section 106 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 allows a local authority (LPA) to enter into a legally-binding 
agreement or planning obligation, with a land developer over a related issue.  
Such agreements can cover almost any relevant issue and can include sums 
of money.  S106 agreements can act as a main instrument for placing 
restrictions on the developers, often requiring them to minimise the impact on 
the local community and to carry out tasks, which will provide community 
benefits.  

 
Sport: For the purpose of this document we will be using the definition from 
the European Sport Charter, 1993. It defines sport as; 
‘All forms of physical activity which, through casual or organised participation 
aim at expressing or improving fitness and mental well being, forming social 
relationships or obtaining results in competition at all levels.’ 

 
Sport England: Sport England is the Government agency responsible for 
advising, investing in and promoting community sport to create an active 
nation. Sport England have produced guidance called, ‘Towards a Level 
Playing Field’ to help with the production of Playing Pitch Strategies. Sport 
England is a Statutory Consultee for all planning applications involving 
sporting facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer  
The Glossary is neither a statement of law nor an interpretation of the 
law, and its status is only an introductory guide to the terms used in this 
report and should not be used as a source for statutory definitions. 
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Executive Summary 
 

The aim of this report is to assess open space, sport and recreational facilities 
in Welwyn Hatfield. All public facilities in the borough have been audited and 
local need has been identified through public consultation.  Local standards 
have been set to assess the quantity, accessibility and quality of open space 
in the borough and surpluses, deficiencies and needs are identified. The 
findings and recommendations of this report will be used to inform policies in 
the Local Development Framework. 
The report uses the typologies of open space set out in Planning Policy 
Guidance note 17 Open Space, Outdoor Sport and Recreation. Clear findings 
and conclusions are identified for each type of open space as follows: 

• Allotments (44 allotments, 13 ha): demand for allotments is high 
across the borough and only a few sites have vacant plots. The 
current level of provision (per 1000 population) meets the 
recommended local standard, so is considered sufficient. However, 
most allotments are concentrated in Welwyn Garden City and 
Hatfield, there is limited accessibility in the south of the borough.  
Most of the allotments are of average quality or above.  
Recommended local standard- 0.13ha per 1000 population and 
1km walk (15 mins). Recommended local quality features 
include well maintained plots, good access and adequate 
facilities (e.g. water). 

• Amenity Green Space (172 amenity green spaces, 133ha): 
amenity green spaces have a local role, providing informal 
recreational opportunities and good visual amenity. As a whole, the 
borough has 1.36 ha of amenity green space per 1000 population, 
which is significantly higher than many other Hertfordshire local 
authorities.  Provision is very high in Welwyn Garden City and 
Hatfield reflecting their new town heritage, but lower elsewhere in 
the borough. Amenity green space was not subject to quality 
assessments because criteria relating to recreational roles (e.g. 
access) cannot adequately assess the true value of the sites in 
terms of their contribution to local character. 
Recommended local standard – 1.36ha per 1000 population 
and 400m walk (5 mins). 

 
• Natural Green Space (24 natural green spaces, 614 ha): Welwyn 

Hatfield’s natural green space is clearly valued by its residents as it 
is the most frequently visited type of open space. There is good 
provision of different sized sites across the borough, including Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest and a number of local nature reserves.  
There is good provision across the borough and most residents can 
access a site. However some residents in Hatfield, Welham Green 
and Brookmans Park are outside the recommended travel 
distances. Natural/semi-natural green space was not subject to 
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quality assessments because criteria relating to recreational roles 
(e.g. access) cannot adequately assess the true biodiversity value 
of the sites. 

 
Recommended local standard - 6.1 ha per 1000 population and 
5km to a 100+ hectare site (12 minutes drive), 2km to a 20-100 
hectare site (5 minutes drive) and 1 km to at least a 2 hectare 
site (15 minutes walk). 

 
• Parks and gardens (11 parks and gardens, 1,402 ha): parks and 

gardens have an important role within the borough, providing 
passive and active recreation opportunities for Welwyn Hatfield 
residents and visitors from outside the borough. Access is generally 
good but residents in the south of the borough but the railway and 
limited access points restrict the accessibility of Hatfield House to 
residents of Hatfield and Welham Green.  Equally, residents of 
Cuffley and Northaw are further than 1km from a park or garden, 
although Northway Great Wood (area of natural green space) does 
provide similar recreational functions.   The quality of the surveyed 
parks is very high, with all sites scoring good or very good.   

 
Recommended local standard- 14.4ha per 1000 population and 
I km walk (15 mins). Recommended local quality features 
include green flag status, clean and well-maintained sites, and 
adequate facilities. 

• Provision for children and/or teenagers (67 play areas, 5.68 ha): 
Provision for children and/or teenagers is valued highly by local 
residents. However, there is a demand for more play facilities 
across the borough, particularly for older children and teenagers. 
With the exception of Hollybush (due to King George V Playing 
Fields) provision per 1000 population across the borough is 
considerably below the recommended quantity standards. However, 
when accessibility thresholds are applied, most residents have 
access to a local playground.  But, there are a number of areas 
without provision, including north Cuffley, Oaklands and Mardley 
Heath, north Digswell, north Welwyn, central and eastern Welwyn 
Garden City, western and central Hatfield, Old Hatfield and The 
Ryde and east and west Brookmans Park.  There are only nine play 
areas suitable for older children and teenagers in the borough and 
three of these are concentrated in southern Welwyn Garden City.  

• The quality of play areas is generally high but there are problems 
with the quality of provision in some areas.  
Recommended local standards- 0.2 – 0.3ha of formal play 
provision per 1000 population and a 100m walk to a Local Area 
of Play (LAP), a 400m walk to a Local Equipped Area of Play 
(LEAP) and a 1km walk to a Neighbourhood Equipped Area of 
Play (NEAP).  Recommended local quality features include 
clean and well-maintained sites, safe and secure areas and a 
range of play equipment. 
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• Outdoor sports facilities (82 outdoor sports facilities, 207ha or 
655ha including golf courses): most residents in the borough have 
access to an outdoor sport facility but there are a number of 
neighbourhoods which lack provision of publicly accessible facilities.  
The current supply of playing pitches is generally good, although 
there is a small shortage of hockey, cricket and junior rugby pitches. 
The majority of the outdoor sport facilities surveyed were of average 
quality or above and only 3% of facilities were classified as poor 
quality.  
Recommended local standard – 2.12ha per 1000 population  
and 1km walk (15 mins). Recommended local quality features 
include well-maintained pitches and courts, good access and 
adequate facilities (e.g. toilets).   

 
• Green Corridors (17 green corridors): comprise of footpaths, 

cycleways and wildlife corridors that provide opportunities for 
recreation and wildlife migration. The consultation indicated that 
residents are happy with the green corridors.  However, litter was 
cited as a common problem. There are no recommended 
standards. 

 
• Cemeteries and churchyards (13 cemeteries and churchyards, 96 

ha):  These are the least frequently visited types of open space, but 
are valued as areas for peaceful reflection and wildlife conservation. 
There are no recommended standards. 

 
• Civic Spaces (4 civic spaces, 1.3ha): are located in Welwyn 

Garden City and Hatfield and local residents appear happy with this 
provision. All the civic spaces are average quality or above, but 
scores were restricted by a lack of events in the squares and 
feelings of enclosure.  There are no recommended standards. 

 
The standards can be used to inform formulae or negotiate planning 
contributions. A range of issues are raised to be addressed through planning 
policy, local strategies and other delivery mechanisms.  
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1. Introduction 
 
Why is Open Space important? 
1.1 Open Space offers significant benefits to the residents of Welwyn 

Hatfield. It provides opportunities for sport and recreation, enhances 
local biodiversity, contributes to local character and creates links 
between settlements and/or local amenities. Access to high quality 
open spaces improves people’s quality of life, encouraging healthy 
lifestyles and creating attractive places to live and work. 

 
1.2 The government acknowledges the importance of open space.  

Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 (PPG17) - ‘Planning for Open 
Space, Sport and Recreation’ and its Companion Guide, ‘Assessing 
needs and Opportunities’ requires local authorities to audit and assess 
the quantity, accessibility and quality of open space in order to meet 
local needs.   
 

Purpose and scope of this study 
1.3 This report will provide an evidence base for the Welwyn Hatfield Local 

Development Framework.  All open space, outdoor sport and 
recreation facilities in the borough have been audited and local need 
has been identified through public consultation. Using national 
standards and feedback from the consultation, local standards have 
been established and the quantity, accessibility and quality of open 
space has been assessed. The report details the surpluses and deficits 
of open space across the Borough’s settlements and wards. As a 
result, appropriate policies can be taken forward in the Local 
Development Framework to ensure that all residents have access to 
high quality open spaces.  

 
Consultation 
1.4 The Council undertook a consultation for this report between the 19th 

February 2007 to 30th April 2007, to find out how the local residents feel 
about the borough’s Open Space and how they use it.  Questionnaires 
were sent to all key stakeholders (see appendix 7) and displays were 
placed in Welwyn Garden City library and Hatfield Housing Office. 
 

How will the audit be used? 
1.5  The audit will be used in a number of ways, these are: 

• As an evidence base to inform policy formulation the Welwyn Hatfield 
Local Development Framework. 

• As a material consideration when determining planning applications. 
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• To help increase the provision and quality of open Space, Outdoor 
Sport and Recreation Facilities through negotiation of Section 106 
agreements. 

• To aid future assessment of Open Space, Outdoor Sport and 
Recreational Facilities in the Borough.  

• To aid development of other strategies in the Council 

• To update previous studies. 
 
  
PPG17 Open Space Typology 
 
1.6  The Assessment uses the definition of “open space” given in PPG17: 

 
“… all open space of public value, including not just land, but also 
areas of water such as rivers, canals, lakes and reservoirs which offer 
important opportunities for sport and recreation and can also act as a 
visual amenity”. 

 
1.7 This definition includes all the types of open space set out in PPG17 

Companion Guide, Annex A. These typologies cover all aspects of 
Open Space, Outdoor Sport and Recreation; however PPG17 and its 
companion guide do not dictate which ones the audit has to cover. As 
detailed below, this study looks at all of these types of open space 
except accessible countryside in the urban fringe. 

 
 
 
 

Allotments 

 

These are areas which are available 
to rent from the Council, Parish 
Councils or other organisations 
which may be used for gardening, 
growing your own fruit and 
vegetables, and getting physical 
activity on an area near your home. 
These are protected under policy 
OS4 of the Welwyn Hatfield District 
Plan. 
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Amenity Green Space 

 
 

Amenity green spaces include 
village greens, landscaped green 
space in and around housing and 
informal recreation spaces. Given 
their size and nature they tend to 
have local catchments, providing 
opportunities for passive recreation 
(e.g. reading) and informal 
children’s play for residents in close 
proximity.  Amenity green spaces do 
not always need to be used for 
informal recreation purposes; they 
can also enhance the character or 
appearance of an area. Many of 
these areas are designated as 
urban open land in the Welwyn 
Hatfield District Plan 

 
Natural Green Space 

 
 

Natural/semi-natural green spaces 
are grasslands (e.g. commons and 
meadows) and areas of woodland 
which are either matured or semi-
matured. They have recreational 
value, but their primary function is to 
protect and enhance biodiversity. 
 

Parks and Garden 

 

 
Parks and gardens include urban 
parks, country parks and historic 
formal gardens that provide 
opportunities for various informal 
recreation and community events. 
Parks are included where it is their 
primary function. This therefore 
excludes recreation grounds where 
outdoor sports facility is the primary 
function. Parks tend to be larger 
than amenity green spaces, with 
wider catchment areas. 
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Provision for children and/or teenagers 

 
 
 

Provision for children and teenagers 
includes facilities which are primarily 
used by 0-16 year olds.  This 
includes children play areas, 
teenage shelters, skateboard parks, 
basket ball hoops, football goals 
(not a full pitch). Some amenity 
green spaces also provide informal 
provision for children’s play. 
 

Outdoor Sports Facilities 

 
 
 

 
Outdoor sport facilities include 
natural or artificial surfaces that are 
used for sport and recreation. 
Examples include playing pitches, 
bowling greens and golf courses 
where the primary purpose is 
participation in outdoor sports. 
These can be either publicly or 
privately owned.  
 

Green Corridors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A green corridor is a site that links 
housing, education and employment 
areas and different type of open 
space. It facilitates sustainable 
forms of transport and creates 
opportunities for wildlife migration. 
Examples include cycleways and 
rights of way. 
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Civic Spaces 

 
 
 

Civic spaces include places such as 
market squares which provide a 
much needed open space for 
promotions, markets and civic 
events. 
 

Cemeteries and Graveyards  

 
 
 
 

Cemeteries and graveyards offer 
areas for peaceful reflection.  
Cemeteries are separate from a 
church whereas graveyards are 
associated with a church. 
 

Local context and demographics 
 
1.8 Welwyn Hatfield Borough is located centrally within Hertfordshire and 

covers an area of approximately 130 square kilometres.  It is bordered 
by Hertsmere to the south west, St Albans to the west, North 
Hertfordshire to the north and East Hertfordshire and Broxbourne to the 
east.  The very south of the borough borders the London Borough of 
Enfield.  The metropolitan Green Belt covers 79% of the Borough, 
which is approximately 10,248 hectares. Three main rivers (the Lee, 
the Mimram and the Mimmshall Brook) flow through the Borough. 

 
1.9 The borough has two main towns, Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield. 

Welwyn Garden City is the world’s second garden city and both 
settlements were designated New Towns after World War II. There are 
8 smaller settlements which are excluded from the Green Belt. The 
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largest of these are Brookmans Park, Cuffley, Oaklands and Mardley 
Heath, Welham Green and Welwyn; the smallest are Digswell, Little 
Heath and Woolmer Green. Figure 1 shows the location of these 10 
key settlements. Most of the open space within the Borough is located 
within or adjacent to these settlements. 

 
1.10  The borough also contains a number of small rural villages (such as 

Newgate Street and Essendon) and areas of sporadic or ribbon 
development (Swanley Bar and Bell Bar), all of which are located within 
the Green Belt. 

 
 Figure 1: Settlements excluded from the Green Belt 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.11 In 2001, at the time of the last census, the borough’s population was 

97,5531. ONS projections indicate that the population is expected to 
reach 128,200 by 20212. Welwyn Hatfield has an ageing population, 
with 8.02% of the population over the age of 75 in 2001.  

1.12 On the whole, the quality of life in the borough is good.  In terms of 
health, life expectancy is above average the national average and 
teenage pregnancy and adult smoking rates are below the national 

                                                 
1 ONS Census 2001 Crown copyright 
2 ONS Revised 2006 based population projections 
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averages.  The proportion of obese adults in Welwyn Hatfield is also 
below the national average.  However, levels of physical activity 
amongst adults are significantly lower than the average for 
Hertfordshire.   
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2. Methodology 
 

2.1 The PPG17 Companion Guide suggests a 5 step approach to carrying 
out open space assessments. The stages are outlined in figure 1 and 
provide a framework for assessing the provision and quality of open 
space in Welwyn Hatfield.  

 
Figure 2: PPG17 – 5 step process 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our process 
 
2.2 The following phases indicate how our assessment was produced, 

including how it complies with PPG 17. 
Step 1: Identifying local need 
2.3 In step 1 a desktop study explored the national, regional and local 

policies and analysed the local context. Chapter 3 contains a review of 
the current national, regional and local policies and strategies.  To 
further investigate local need a consultation was launched in February 
2007.  This consultation process involved: 

• A questionnaire published on the website and sent to the borough’s 
Citizen Panel, which is made up of 816 local residents. 

• Information displays in the Campus West Library in Welwyn Garden 
City and Hatfield Housing Office, Hatfield. 

2.4 Additional demand data was also collected for the typologies of open 
space where it was available: playing pitches, cemeteries and 
allotments. 

Step 1 
Identify Local Needs 

Step 2 
Audit Local Provision 

Step 3 
Set Provision Standards 

Step 4 
Apply the Provision Standards 

Step 5 
Draft Policies 
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Step 2: audit local provision 
 
2.5 In summer 2007 a quantitative and qualitative assessment of Open 

Space, Outdoor Sport and Recreational facilities was undertaken within 
the borough. With the exception of ‘accessible countryside in the urban 
fringe’ all the typologies of open space identified in PPG17 were 
included. It is best practice to also look at the provision of Indoor Sports 
Facilities (e.g. sports parks, leisure centres, and swimming pools). 
However, the Council has undertaken a Leisure and Community 
Review which looked at the Provision of Indoor Sports Facilities (See 
Section 4 of the Leisure & Community Review). The study’s focus was 
on Welwyn Garden City and a catchment area around the town of 10 
minutes drive time. This is supplemented by the Retail and Town 
Centre Needs Assessment which will look at health and fitness facilities 
in the town centres and also a local audit of town centre and 
neighbourhood community facilities. 

 
2.6 To be included in the audit individual sites had to meet the following 

criteria: 

• The site must have some form of public access. This includes 
schools and clubs with private sports facilities as there is 
potential for dual use agreements to be established. 

• The site is excluded if the primary use is agricultural. 
• The site must be distinguishable from its surroundings (therefore 

not open countryside). 
• It must have a recreational, amenity or sporting use. 

 
Quantitative Assessment 

2.7 The first phase of the quantitative assessment involved a desktop audit 
of open space using the District Plan’s Proposal Maps and analysis 
using the Council’s Geographical Information System (GIS). A total of 
425 sites were then surveyed. Appendix 1 provides a detailed summary 
of how sites were identified. The information gathered for each site 
was: 

• Typology of open space 
• Ward 
• Type of access 
• Site Area (m²) 
• Date of survey 
• How the site scored in each category of the audit and a total 

score 
• Any additional comments/recommendations made by the 

surveyor 
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2.8 This information was put into a database and each site was given a 
unique site reference number, known as the ‘Site ID’. Each site was 
then digitised using GIS software.  
 
Qualitative Assessment 

2.9 The following typologies of open space, outdoor sport or recreation 
facilities were assessed on their quality and given a score out of 100%:
  

• Allotment Gardens 
• Cemeteries 
• Civic Spaces 
• Provision for Children and Teenagers 
• Outdoor Sports Facilities 
• Parks and Gardens 

2.10 The quality of amenity green areas, green corridors and natural and 
semi-green space was not formally assessed. These categories of 
open space often enhance local character or provide biodiversity 
benefits, so quality criteria relating to recreational roles (e.g. access 
and provision of amenities) do not adequately assess the true local 
value of the sites. However, a brief site description and any key issues 
affecting their quality (e.g. litter) was recorded. 

 
2.11 Each of the 6 typologies of open space subject to quality assessments 

was surveyed using unique scoring criteria (see appendix 3). The 
different scoring criteria were based upon a number of factors and 
these were agreed with a number of different council departments, 
such as Community Services, Landscape and Ecology, Strategic 
Partnerships and, Client Services. Figure 3 shows the different 
attributes used to assess the quality of different types of open space.  
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Figure 3:  Attributes used to assess the quality of open space 
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Is the location and condition 
of the main entrance good? 

* * * * * * 

Is the site boundary well 
defined and in good 
condition? 

* * * * * * 

How good is the disabled 
access within the site? 

* * * * * * 

Is there a good provision of 
litter and/or dog foul bins? 

* * * * * * 

Is there good provision of 
seating?  

* * * * * * 

Is there toilets on site and if 
so, in what condition? 

*     * 

Is there sufficient suitable 
parking on or adjacent to the 
site?  

* *   *  

How does the ambient noise 
affect the amenity value of the 
site? 

* *  * * * 

Does the site have any 
facilities which are key to the 
use of the site? 

* *  *   

How good is the level of 
information available on site? 

* * * * * * 

Could useful information 
about the site be found before 
the visit? 

* * * * * * 

Did litter or animal fouling 
have a detrimental effect on 
the site? 

* * * * * * 

Was there anything that made 
the site have a poor 
appearance? 

* * *    
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Is the site part of a bus, cycle, 
or pedestrian network? 

* * * * * * 

Are there any additional 
features on the site which give 
a higher value to the site? 

  * * *  

Are there sufficient lighting 
and security measures on the 
site? 

   * *  

Does vandalism have a 
detrimental affect on the site? 

   *   

Does the site have an events 
programme and if it does how 
good is it? 

  *    

Does the site have a varied 
range of areas? 

   * *  

How good is the quality of the 
equipment on site? 

   * *  

How good is the quality of the 
grassed areas of the site? 

    *  

 
2.12 The scores were recorded in an Access database and then linked to 

the Council’s GIS System with a percentage score for each site e.g. if 
an allotment garden scored 32 out of a possible 49 then the percentage 
score is 59%. This made it possible to compare the percentage scores 
for each site. 

 
Step 3 and 4 – Setting and applying provision standards 
2.13 Following the audit of open space in the Borough, the data was 

analysed to assess its quality, quantity and accessibility.  PPG 17 
states that local authorities should set and apply provision standards 
locally. This study uses the findings of the local need assessment and 
nationally recognised standards to set local standards to assess the 
quantity, quality and accessibility of local provision. Using this technical 
evidence, locally specific standards will be further progressed and 
tested through the development of the local development framework. 
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2.14 This report assesses the provision of open space by typology, ward 
and settlement area. The wards3 in the borough are outlined below in 
figure 4. 

 
 Figure 4: Welwyn Hatfield’s wards 

 

 
 
 
 
2.15 To help provide an overview of the spatial distribution of open space 

provision the ward data has also been grouped into four large 
settlement study areas: 

1. Welwyn Garden City  
 Sherrards 
 Haldens 
 Handside 
 Peartree  
 Panshanger 
 Hollybush 
 Howlands 

2. Hatfield and the villages (Lemsford and Essendon) 
 Hatfield North 

                                                 
3 Please note these ward boundaries are before 1st May 2008 changes 

Welwyn 
North  

Haldens  

Panshanger  

Peartree  

Howlands  

Northaw 

Brookmans 
Park and Little 
Heath 

Hatfield East 

Hollybush  

Welwyn South 

Hatfield North 

Welham Green  

Hatfield Central 

Hatfield West 

Hatfield South 

Handside  

Sherrards 
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 Hatfield East 
 Hatfield Central 
 Hatfield West 
 Hatfield South 

3. Northern Villages 
 Welwyn North 
 Welwyn South 

4. Southern Villages 
 Brookmans Park and Little Heath 
 Welham Green 
 Northaw 

 
Step 5 – drafting policies 
2.16 The conclusions of the Open Space, Recreation and Sport study will 

feed into the development of the Local Development Framework for 
Welwyn Hatfield.  
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3. Policy Context 
 

3.1 This Assessment is informed by strategic policy relating to open space, 
sport and recreation.  

 
National Policy Context 
 
3.2 National planning policy is contained within Planning Policy 

Statements, Planning Policy Guidance Notes and Circulars. Advice is 
also provided from a number of Government agencies.  Planning Policy 
Guidance note 17 (PPG17) Planning for Open Space, Sport and 
Recreation (2002) is the key document underpinning this study.  Details 
of other influential national policies and strategies are outlined in 
appendix 2.  

 
PPG 17 
 
3.3 PPG17 sets out the Government’s policy on sport, recreation and open 

space. The key planning objectives identified are: 
 

• To provide a network of high quality open spaces in urban areas to 
enhance biodiversity and provide opportunities for sport and 
recreation. 

• To maintain a high quality of life for rural communities by ensuring 
they have access to a range of sport and recreational facilities. 

• To promote social inclusion and community cohesion. 
• To encourage healthy lifestyles. 
• To promote more sustainable development by ensuring that open 

space is easily accessible by walking, cycling and public transport. 
 

3.4 In order to deliver these open space objectives PPG 17 emphasises 
the need for local authorities to undertake robust local assessments of 
the existing and future needs of their communities for open space, 
sports and recreational facilities. The document states that existing 
provision should be audited and local standards should be set to 
ensure that an adequate supply of high quality open space is provided.  

 
3.5 PPG17 Companion guide ‘Assessing Needs and Opportunities’ 

provides guidance on the process of undertaking a local assessment. 
There is particular emphasis on the need to analyse the quantity, 
quality and accessibility of open space.    
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Regional Policy context 
 
East of England Plan  

3.6 The East of England Plan (2008) provides the regional planning policy 
framework for Welwyn Hatfield. Policy ENV 1 requires local 
development documents to define a multiple hierarchy of green 
infrastructure, which includes protected sites, nature reserves, green 
spaces and greenway linkages. The policy also expects local 
authorities to retain and provide substantial networks of green space 
and to respond to locally identified need including any increased 
demand for recreational open space associated with planned 
development. 

3.7 Policy LA3 advocates the provision of multi-functional green space and 
enhanced green infrastructure between Hatfield and St Albans. Policy 
SS8 requires Local Development Documents to ensure that new 
development in or near the urban fringe contributes to enhancing the 
character and appearance of its recreational and/or biodiversity value, 
seek to provide networks of accessible green space which link the 
urban areas to the countryside and set targets for the provision of 
green infrastructure for planned urban extensions 

 
Hertfordshire Sustainable Community Strategy 
 
3.8 The long term objectives (2008-2021) of Hertfordshire Sustainable 

Community Strategy include the need to improve access to the 
countryside, open spaces and cultural activities for recreation and 
health and the importance of managing land, to protect biodiversity, 
wildlife and natural resources. 

 
Local Policy Context 
 
Welwyn Hatfield District Plan (Adopted 2005) 
 
3.9 Current local planning policy is contained in the Welwyn Hatfield 

Borough Local Plan 1991-2011. This has a number of policies relating 
to the provision and protection of open space. The following policies 
are particularly relevant: 

3.10 CLT 1 Protection of Existing Leisure Facilities: The policy states that 
planning permission will not be granted for proposals involving the loss 
of any existing leisure facility unless it can be demonstrated there is no 
longer any demand for the facility or there is an alternative facility 
available to meet demand.  
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3.11 OS1 Urban Open Land: Seeks to protect the Borough’s 208 sites of 
Urban Open Land (UOL). These sites are considered vital to the form, 
character and quality of the built up areas of the Borough.  

3.12 OS2 Playing Pitch Provision:  The policy aims to maintain the current 
level of playing pitch provision by avoiding the loss of pitches unless it 
can be demonstrated there is no longer a demand or function for the 
pitch or an alternative facility will be made available.  In areas where 
there is a lack of playing pitch provision, development over 0.4 
hectares will be expected to contribute towards provision of new 
facilities.  

3.13 OS3 Play Space and Informal Open Space Provision in New 
Residential Development:  The policy requires that new development 
over 0.4ha makes a contribution to the provision of children’s play 
space and informal open space. 

3.14 The approach to children’s play space and playing pitches in the Local 
Plan is based on the six acre standard established by the National 
Playing Fields Association (NPFA), which has recently changed its 
name to Fields in Trust (FIT).  The six acre standard recommends the 
following allocations for the use of land: 

 

 
3.15 These quantitative standards are designed to help local authorities 

assess the adequacy of local provision. FIT also identifies accessibility 
standards as another way of assessing local provision. A travelling time 
of 20 minutes to outdoor sports facilities is considered a reasonable 
estimate. In terms of the provision of children’s play space, FIT 
categorise play equipment into Local Areas of Play (LAPs) for 4 to 6 
year olds, Local Equipped Areas of Play (LEAPs) for 4 to 8 year olds 
and Neighbourhood Areas of Play (NEAPs for 8 to 14 year olds).  
Figure 5 outlines the characteristics and recommended walking 
distances for the different play areas.   

 

 

Children’s Playing Space 
0.6 – 0.8 hectares per 1000 
population (not just number of 
children) 
(1.5 – 2 acres)  
This includes 0.2-0.3 hectares per 
1000 population of outdoor equipped 
playgrounds for children and informal 
playing space within housing areas.

Outdoor Sport 
1.6 – 1.8 hectares 
(4 – 4.5 acres) 
 
 
This includes a specific allocation of 
1.2 hectares per 1000 population for 
pitch sports. 

2.4 hectares (6 acres) 
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Figure 5: Characteristics and recommended walking distances of equipped play areas 

Source: NPFA (FIT), 2001 

 
3.16 FIT recommends a 3 phase approach to strategic planning for outdoor 

play space which includes: 

• Adoption of the FIT minimum standard as a general measure of land 
required for a given population. 

• Completion of a detailed local assessment. 

• Development of local standards. 
3.17 FIT guidance makes it clear the local standards are needed to reflect 

the needs and expectations of the local community. For example, in 
rural areas where the population is scattered, provision may be lower 
and people may be prepared to travel further to outdoor playing space. 

3.18 OS4 Allotments: The policy states that allotments should not be lost in 
any area where there is a reasonable expectation of continuing long-
term demand. 

 
Corporate and Community Plan  
 
3.19 The long term objectives of the Borough’s Corporate Community Plan 

include increasing physical activity in the over 16s and sustaining and 
respecting Welwyn Hatfield’s unique character, history and quality of 
life.  

 

Characteristics of LAPs LEAPs and NEAPs 

Facility 
Type 

Time 
(minutes) 

Walking 
distance 
(meters) 

Straight line 
distance 
(meters) 

Minimum 
activity 
zone 
(meters²) 

Property boundary 
of nearest house 
(meters) 

Characteristics 

LAP  

(Local 
Area for 
Play)  

1 100 60 100 5 Small, low-key 
games area (may 
include 
“demonstrative” 
play features).  

LEAP 

(Locally 
Equipped 
Area for 
Play)  

5 400 240 400 20 Around 5 types of 
equipment with a 
small games area  

NEAP 

(Neighbo-
urhood 
Equipped 
Area for 
Play)  

15 1,000 600 1,000 30 Around 8 types of 
equipment, kick-a-
bout and cycle 
play opportunities 
available 
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Welwyn Hatfield Play Strategy 
3.20 The borough’s Play Strategy (2008) aims to increase the number of 

young people playing away from home. Consultation in early 2007 
revealed a number of issues about current play provision and how 
people play in the borough: 

• Young people are often scared to play away from home because 
they are worried about being bullied and there aren’t enough 
suitable areas and facilities. 

• Parents are worried about crime, accidents and traffic. 

• Parks and children’s play areas are the most popular places for 
young people to play. 

• A third of people think current play provision is of average 
quality, but 14% consider it to be below average. 

• All respondents asked for a choice of play activities, 
opportunities for sport is particularly popular. 

 
3.21 The audit of equipped open play areas undertaken for this open space 

assessment was also used to inform the Play Strategy.  The Play 
Strategy highlights the following conclusions from the audit: 

• Most of the borough has access to quality unsupervised 
playground areas but there are a number of areas in which 
the quality is not as high. This includes some of the 
playgrounds within the wards of Peartree, Panshanger, 
Howlands, Hatfield East and South and Welwyn North. 

• There are a number of areas without provision.  These 
include north Cuffley, Oaklands and Mardley Heath, north 
Digswell, north Welwyn, central and eastern Welwyn Garden 
City, western and central Hatfield, Old Hatfield and The Ryde 
and east and west Brookmans Park. 

3.22 Reflecting the audit results and the consultation feedback, the Play 
Strategy identified 5 targets. These include improving access to 
facilities, providing more free places to play and improving the quality 
and variety of play facilities.  

 
Welwyn Garden City Leisure and Community Review 
 
3.23 The Welwyn Garden City Leisure and Community Review was 

completed by consultants PMP in 2006. The study explores the need 
and development opportunity for indoor sports provision in Welwyn 
Garden City. Assessing swimming pools, fitness and leisure facilities, 
indoor bowls and other indoor sport provision it concludes that there 
are currently no specific development needs for indoor sport facilities in 
the town.  
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4. Identifying Local Need 
Public Consultation feedback 
 

4.1 PPG17 identifies public consultation as a vital tool for identifying local 
demand for open space. The Council undertook a consultation for this 
report between the 19th February 2007 to 30th April 2007, to find out 
how the local residents feel about the borough’s open space and how 
they use it. In addition, the results from two other council consultations 
have helped identify local need for open space. The feedback from the 
Play Strategy consultation is shown in Chapter 3, and the results of the 
sports club audit, carried out by Welwyn Hatfield Sport and Physical 
Activity Alliance is detailed below. 

 
Open Space questionnaire 
 
4.2 The questionnaire was made up of 15 questions focusing on residents’ 

levels of satisfaction, how much they used open space, and attitudes 
towards provision across the Borough. 

4.3 The questionnaire was sent to key stakeholders (see appendix 6) and 
then published on the website. To encourage responses, forms could 
be submitted by email, fax or post. For those residents without access 
to the internet, displays were placed in Welwyn Garden City library and 
Hatfield Housing Office.  As part of Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council’s 
commitment to providing high quality services in a way which is 
accessible to everyone, an anonymous Equal Opportunities Monitoring 
Form was used for the respondents. In total, the council received 131 
responses. 

4.4 A summary of the consultation feedback is outlined below. Further 
details of the consultation and its findings can be found in Appendix 4 
which contains the full report of consultation produced after the closing 
date.  

 
General feedback 

4.5 A number of overarching trends relating to the use and value of open 
space, sport and recreation facilities can be identified: 

 
• Overall, respondents are satisfied with the Open Space in the 

borough, but there are a range of comments relating to the quality 
and lack of provision of some facilities. 

• Walking is the most popular way of travelling to open space, 
outdoor sport and recreational facilities, with 50% of people 
preferring to walk and only 35% using a car. 
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• Over 60% of people are willing to travel between 10 and 20 minutes 
to reach an area of open space.  Most people use the facilities 
closest to their home, but people will travel further to strategic areas 
of natural and semi-natural green space, parks and gardens and 
outdoor sports facilities. 

• Most respondents consider the standard of cleanliness and 
maintenance to be good or average, however litter is identified as a 
recurring problem. 

• Access around open space sites is easy, but in winter it is more 
difficult due to issues relating to the maintenance of footpaths. 

Allotments 
4.6 Although 81% of people have never visited an allotment, those that do 

tend to visit more than twice a week and stay for a long time (3-4 
hours). Most respondents did not indicate if current allotment provision 
was adequate but 23% considered that there was a shortfall of 
allotments compared to only 11% people who felt that there are enough 
allotment plots in the borough. A number of allotment providers noted 
an increasing demand for allotments and growth in their waiting lists. 

 
Amenity Green Space 

4.7 Amenity Green Space is the third most frequently visited open space, 
particularly in the summer, so it is clearly valued by local residents.  
Visits tend to be relatively short will most people staying less than an 
hour. 

 
 Cemeteries 
4.8 Cemeteries are the least visited types of open space, with 86% never 

visiting them and under 3% of respondents visiting more than 3 times a 
month.  

 
Civic Spaces 

4.9 Civic spaces are visited quite frequently with 64% of respondents 
visiting more than once a month. Visits are most common in the 
Autumn and tend to be very short, with most people staying less than 
30 minutes. People seem generally happy with the provision of civic 
spaces, over 40% said there were enough and only 12% thought there 
is an under-provision in the borough. Equally, most people considered 
that that there will be enough civic spaces in the future or didn’t feel 
they could comment. 

 
Provision for children and teenagers 

4.10 Children’s play areas, including teenage shelters and games areas are 
visited fairly frequently but for less than an hour at a time. The length of 
time children and young people spent at facilities increased during the 
summer months probably reflecting the school holidays. Of all the 
typologies of open space respondents identified the provision of 
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children’s play areas most problematic.  Over 44% of people stated 
there was currently not enough provision and this under-provision 
would get worse in the future. A large number of people criticised the 
design and quality of certain play areas, particularly at Stanborough 
Park.  Equally the lack of provision for teenagers (e.g. skate parks) was 
criticised and comments revealed a demand for further provision of 
facilities suitable for older children and teenagers. 

 
4.11 Notably only 1% of respondents were under 16, so most feedback 

comes from parents and grandparents.  However, responses are 
consistent with feedback from the play strategy consultation outlined in 
chapter 3, which was specifically targeted at young people. 

 
Outdoor Sports Facilities 

4.12 Outdoor Sports facilities tend to be visited most between once or twice 
a month, although over half of respondents have never visited a facility.  
This perhaps reflects the fact that only approximately 30% of 
respondents are sports club/team members. Most visits tend to last at 
least an hour and respondents are willing to travel further afield to 
larger, more strategic sports facilities (e.g. Hertfordshire Sports 
Village). Generally, respondents are fairly mixed about playing pitch 
provision, with over 40% satisfied with current provision and 30% 
suggesting there is a lack of pitches. However, over half of respondents 
think there will be a lack of playing fields in the future.  A number of 
comments were made about the lack of mid week training facilities in 
the winter, the cost of facilities and the loss of playing pitches to 
housing developments. 

 
Parks and Gardens 

4.13 Parks and Gardens are the second most frequently visited area of open 
space, with 75% of residents visiting more than once a month. 
Interestingly, opinion is equally divided about the provision of parks in 
the borough.  The survey revealed that 44% of people were satisfied 
with current provision and 44% thought more parks were needed. 
However, when asked about future provision, most people considered 
there will be a shortage of parks and gardens. Comments revealed that 
people are happy to travel longer distances to strategic facilities such 
as Stanborough Park and Hatfield House Park. 

 
Natural Green Space 

4.14 Welwyn Hatfield’s natural green space is clearly valued by its residents 
as it is the most frequently visited type of open space, with 87%  of 
people visiting more than once a month. Spring and summer are the 
most popular times of year to visit and respondents stay at least an 
hour. Generally the quality of natural and semi-natural green space 
was praised, however a number of people criticised the muddy paths. 

 
Green Corridors 

4.15 There were no questions relating to demand for green corridors in the 
consultation because as movement corridors they serve a different 
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function from other types of open space. People do not visit them in the 
same way they use other facilities so questions about visit frequency 
and level of provision would not reflect their true biodiversity and 
movement value. 

 
Welwyn Hatfield Sport and Physical Activity Club Audit 
 
4.16 The Welwyn Hatfield Sport and Physical Activity Alliance carried out an 

audit of all sports clubs in the borough. Questionnaires were sent out to 
clubs and sports facilities requesting a range of information including; 
satisfaction with facilities, level of club membership and priorities for the 
club.  

4.17 A range of clubs responded and a number of concerns were raised: 
• Availability of funding - a number of clubs highlighted funding as a 

problem; particularly as some sports venues require payment in 
advance.   

• Shortage of volunteers - This comment referred to both qualified 
and unqualified coaches. 

• Facilities were not always clean.  
• Difficulty obtaining facilities at a time that suited the club - A number 

of clubs cited this as a problem, which related to the club not having 
enough space to do their activity. Clubs said that, at certain sports 
venues, some sports were prioritised over others during certain 
times. One club said that at one of the sports venues in the Borough 
junior club were cancelled or disrupted due to the venue giving 
priority to a senior team.  

• Lack of space – 11 clubs stated that they needed more space to 
train and compete. 

 
Additional demand information 
 
4.18 To supplement the consultation feedback, this section looks at current 

demand data available for 3 types of open space: 
 

• Allotments 

• Cemeteries 

• Playing Pitches (account for most of the outdoor sport facility 
provision) 

 
Allotments 
 
4.19 There are 44 allotment gardens in the borough covering 13 hectares of 

land. The average allotment plot size is 0.02 hectares (208 m2). Most 
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sites are managed by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, but 3 sites are 
run by Parish Councils and 2 sites are managed by Longcroft Allotment 
Association.   

4.20 Table 1 outlines the allotments’ site area, vacant plots, waiting lists and 
the level of demand for each site. Data was collated in August 2008 
and demand has been calculated for each site using the following 
formula:  

Waiting list - Number of Vacant Plots x 100    = Demand for Site 
     Number of Plots 

  
Table 1: the location and demand for allotment sites in the Borough 

 
  
 

Site name 

 
Ward location 

 
Area 
(m2) 

 
Total 

number 
of plots 

Number 
of vacant 

plots 

Vacancy 
plots as 

% 

Number 
of 

people 
waiting 

 
% 

demand

Welwyn Welwyn South 12,813 88 0 0.0 15 17.0 
Harwood Hill Sherrards 641 5 0 0.0 3 60.0 
Ingles A + B Sherrards 1,512 8 0 0.0 3 37.5 
Sewells A + B Sherrards 2,110 4 1 25.0 1 0.0 
Tilecroft Sherrards 519 4 1 25.0 6 125.0 
Blythway Haldens 886 6 0 0.0 6 100.0 
Dawley Haldens 851 6 0 0.0 0 0.00 
Maple Grove  Haldens 656 4 0 0.0 1 25.0 
Rowans Haldens 1,153 8 0 0.0 1 12.5 
Green Lanes Hatfield North 15,467 94 0 0.0 49 52.1 
Attimore 
Road 

Handside 269 1 0 0.0 9 900.0 

Colgrove Handside 899 5 0 0.0 19 380.0 
Dellcott Close Handside 1,552 9 0 0.0 6 66.7 
Digswell 
Nursery 

Handside 30,195 67 0 0.0 15 22.4 

Lemsford 
Lane 

Handside 1,257 7 0 0.0 16 228.6 

Melbourne 
Court 

Handside 173 1 0 0.0 8 800.0 

Parkway Handside 1,212 6 4 66.7 0 -66.7 
Broadwater 
Crescent 

Peartree 9,188 42 0 0.0 15 35.7 

Moneyhole 
Lane* 

Panshanger 10,060 73 1 1.4 28 37.0 

Hatfield Hyde Hollybush 1,288 5 0 0.0 12 240.0 
Hyde Valley Hollybush 716 6 0 0.0 11 183.3 
The Pastures Howlands 2,516 10 1 10.0 6 50.0 
West Mead Howlands 707 4 0 0.0 10 250.0 
School Lane Hatfield East 4,116 13 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Briars Close Hatfield Central 1,235 6 0 0.0 4 66.7 
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Briars Wood 
Organic 

Hatfield Central 2,945 13 0 0.0 9 69.2 

Bullrush 
Close 

Hatfield Central 826 3 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Feather Dell Hatfield Central 848 16 10 62.5 0 -62.5 
Firs Close Hatfield Central 582 4 2 50.0 0 -50.0 
Haseldine 
Meadows A + 
B 

Hatfield Central 1,299 9 7 77.8 1 -66.7 

Hillcrest Hatfield Central 1,344 7 0 0.0 3 42.9 
Badger Way Hatfield West 358 3 1 33.3 0 -33.3 
Deerswood* Hatfield West 5,520 14 1 7.1 1 0.0 
Dove Court Hatfield West 343 2 0 0.0 1 50.0 
Hawthorns Hatfield West 854 4 0 0.0 1 25.0 
Martin Close Hatfield West 449 3 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Raven Court Hatfield West 692 4 1 25.0 0 -25.0 
Swallow 
Gardens 

Hatfield West 648 4 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Broom Close Hatfield South 1,331 5 2 40.0 0 -40.0 
Newstead 
Allotment 

Hatfield South 311 2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Station Road Welham Green 9,187 45 0 0.0 16 35.6 
 
* These sites have a number of plots which have been left vacant to improve the amenity of 
the site for current users. 
4.21 Generally the demand for allotments in the borough is high.  However, 

levels of demand vary with long waiting lists in Welwyn Garden City 
and lower demand in Hatfield. Low demand could be due to a number 
of reasons including lack of awareness of the facility and/or poor 
access. Allotment gardening is quite a seasonal activity, with summer 
and autumn being a more popular time of year to rent an allotment 
garden than the winter and spring months. In Welwyn Hatfield, the 
majority of the allotments are located close to built up areas and the 
town centres. Most sites are located within Hatfield and Welwyn 
Garden City; there are only three allotments sites elsewhere.  Northaw 
and Cuffley Parish Council also own a site in Cuffley but it has now 
become a nature reserve due to lack of demand. 

 
Cemeteries 
 
4.22 There are 13 cemeteries in the borough with a total area of 9.62 

hectares. Ayot St. Lawrence, Ayot St Peter and St. Ethereldas 
cemeteries are all closed to future burials. The two main sites within the 
borough are the Hatfield Hyde (Welwyn Garden City) and the District 
Cemetery at Southway (Hatfield). Hatfield Hyde Cemetery is closed for 
new burials but interments are still carried out in pre-purchased plots. A 
memorial garden is available for the interment of ashes. The District 
Cemetery at Southway, to the south of Hatfield, is a lawn-style 
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cemetery with a memorial garden and chapel that is open for burials 
and interment of ashes. The chapel is non-denominational and is 
suitable for non-religious ceremonies. The cemetery also has a section 
for Muslim burials. Grave plots cannot be pre-purchased.  

4.23 It is anticipated that the cemetery at Southway will reach capacity by 
2018. The Council will soon be considering how to make provision for 
the continuation of burials in the borough beyond 2018. At present, 
around 200 burials take place each year at Southway. It is currently 
predicted that this annual rate will remain relatively stable. The Council 
has estimated that 10 - 15 hectares of land will be required to make 
provision for burials in the borough beyond 2018 until 2038. No suitable 
site has yet been identified. It is estimated that it will take in the region 
of 7 years to identify a suitable site, secure all the necessary 
permissions and be ready for operation. If the Council is unable to 
make further provision within the borough boundaries, burials beyond 
2018 would have to take place at alternative sites outside the borough.  

Playing Pitches 
 
4.24 A large proportion of the outdoor sports facilities in this audit are 

playing pitches. Seventy five of the 82 outdoor sports facilities include 
playing pitches and in total there are 195 pitches in the borough.  

 

4.25 There are two ways of calculating the supply and demand of playing 
pitches: Fields in Trust (FIT) Six Acre Standard, which was detailed in 
‘Current Standards’ section of this report, and the Sport England 
Playing Pitch Model.  
 
Applying the Six Acre Standard in Welwyn Hatfield 

4.26 The assessment of playing field provision under the FIT’s Six Acre 
Standard includes playing pitches and associated green areas, giving a 
basic picture of playing pitch provision in the borough. It does not take 
local demand for sports pitches into account.  

 
4.27 The Six Acre Standard states that for every 1,000 people, 1.2 hectares 

of community playing pitches should be provided. This figure is part of 
the overarching standard for 1.6 – 1.8 hectares of outdoor sport 
facilities (e.g. pitches, courts, bowling greens) per 1000 population.  In 
this section the Six Acre Standard is only applied to playing pitches, the 
provision of outdoor sports facilities is detailed in chapter 5.    

 
4.28 This section only takes the playing pitches and associated runoff areas 

of outdoor sport facilities into account. Where it was possible, from the 
survey work, to clearly identify the pitches, the actual area of the 
playing pitches has been included.  However, for the facilities where 
this was not possible, standard pitch size data from Sport England, the 
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Lawn Tennis Association4 and England Netball5 has been used to 
provide a good indication of the playing pitch sizes. For example, 
where a facility has a football pitch and two tennis courts, the area of 
the tennis courts was deducted. A list of all outdoor sports facilities 
(including access details) is listed in appendices  5 and 10. 

4.29 The tables below outline the distribution of playing pitches across the 
Borough, including the hectares of pitches for every 1000 people. 

Table 2:  Playing Pitch provision per 1000 population in Welwyn Garden City 

Area by hectare Ratio (ha per 1,000 
population) 

Ward Population 

Free 
Public 
Access 

Private 
Hire 
and 
Pay & 
Play  

Private 
Use 
Only  

Free 
Public 
Access

Private 
Hire and 
Pay and 
Play 

Private 
Use 
Only 

Sherrards 5,798 2.00 13.1 2.46 0.34 2.26 0.42
Haldens 6,076 0.00 0.85 2.60 0.0 0.14 0.43
Handside 6,414 10.20 5.14 3.99 1.59 0.80 0.62
Peartree 6,985 0.00 0.00 2.44 0.00 0.00 0.35
Panshanger 6,433 11.33 5.97 2.52 1.76 0.93 0.39
Hollybush 5,505 15.13 0.00 2.24 2.75 0.00 0.41
Howlands 6,099 0.00 0.00 3.14 0.00 0.00 0.51
Totals 43,310 38.66 25.06 19.39 0.89 0.58 0.45
  1.47 
 

Table 3:  Playing Pitch provision per 1000 population in Hatfield and the villages 

 
Area by hectare 

Ratio (ha per 1,000 
population) 

Ward Population 

Free 
Public 
Access 

Private 
Hire and 
Pay & 
Play  

Private 
Use 
Only  

Free 
Public 
Access 

Private 
Hire and 
Pay and 
Play 

Private 
Use 
Only 

Hatfield 
North 

5,851 1.49 15.74 2.76 0.25 2.69 0.47

Hatfield 
East 

5,997 1.26 8.21 1.76 0.21 1.37 0.29

Hatfield 
Central 

6,270 4.23 0.00 6.08 0.67 0.00 0.97

Hatfield 
West 

7,296 0.00 3.80 1.77 0.00 0.53 0.24

Hatfield 
South 

4,381 0.00 0.00 0.62 0.00 0.00 0.14

Totals 29,795 6.98 27.75 12.99 0.23 0.93 0.44
  1.16 

                                                 
4 Lawn Tennis Association (2008) Tennis Courts Building Brief, LTA: London. 
5 England Netball (2008) Court Information, www.englandnetball.co.uk. 
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Table 4:  Playing Pitch provision per 1000 population in the Northern Villages 

 
Area by hectare 

Ratio (ha per 1,000 population) Ward Population 

Free 
Public 
Access 

Private 
Hire 
and 
Pay & 
Play  

Private 
Use 
Only  

Free 
Public 
Access

Private 
Hire and 
Pay and 
Play 

Private 
Use Only 

Welwyn 
North 

4,228 0.79 0.00 0.84 0.19 0.00 0.20

Welwyn 
South 

5,454 4.79 0.00 5.24 0.88 0.00 0.96

Totals 9,682 5.58 0.00 6.08 0.58 0.00 0.63
  0.58 
 
Table 5:  Playing Pitch provision per 1000 population in the Southern Villages 

 
Area by hectare 

Ratio (ha per 1,000 
population) 

Ward Population 

Free 
Public 
Access 

Private 
Hire 
and 
Pay & 
Play  

Private 
Use 
Only  

Free 
Public 
Access

Private 
Hire 
and 
Pay 
and 
Play 

Private Use 
Only 

Brookmans 
Park and 
Little 
Heath 

5,937 2.96 0.0 16.74 0.50 0.00 2.82

Welham 
Green 

3,639 2.46 7.59 2.14 0.68 2.09 0.64  

Northaw 5,190 5.20 4.00 1.88 1.00 0.77 0.36
Totals 14,766 10.62 11.59 20.76 0.72 0.78 1.41
  1.50 
 
 

Table 6:  Playing Pitch provision per 1000 population in Welwyn Hatfield Borough 

 
Area by hectare 

Ratio (ha per 1,000 population)  Population 

Free 
Public 
Access 

Private 
Hire 
and 

Pay & 
Play  

Private 
Use 
Only  

Free 
Public 
Access

Private 
Hire and 
Pay and 

Play 

Private Use 
Only 

Totals 97,553 61.84 64.40 59.42 0.61 0.66 0.61
  1.27 
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Analysis 
 

4.30 The tables show that playing pitch provision is quite high in the borough 
as a whole. There are 1.27 hectares of community playing pitches (free 
public access and private hire and pay and play), which exceeds the 
FIT’s recommended standards of 1.2 hectares for every thousand 
people.  However, the overarching trend hides considerable differences 
across the borough and in a number of areas there is a shortfall in 
provision. 
 
Welwyn Garden City 
 

4.31 Welwyn Garden City is the largest town in the borough and with 83 
hectares of playing pitches it has the highest provision in the Borough. 
This means there are 1.92 ha of playing pitches per 1,000 population, 
of which 1.47 ha are available for community use. However, despite the 
town’s good provision as a whole, playing pitches are distributed 
unevenly. Hollybush has a very high concentration of playing pitches 
with free public access.  By contrast, Haldens, Peartree and Howlands 
have no freely accessible public playing pitches, and the latter two 
wards only have private pitches. Most of the residents in these wards 
can walk to a public playing pitch within 15 minutes (1 km), but this is 
not possible in south east Howlands or the central part of the town 
(including part of Peartree and Haldens).  
 
Hatfield 

 
4.32 Hatfield has 48 ha of playing pitches, which amounts to 1.60ha for 

every 1000 people. Seventy two percent, or 1.16ha, of these pitches 
are accessible to the community, so provision is slightly below the FIT 
standard.     

4.33   Roe Hill Playing Fields is the only site in the town with free public 
access to playing pitches, although the villages of Lemsford and 
Essendon also have community pitches. Hatfield North and Hatfield 
East have a high concentration of private hire and pay and play pitches 
and both wards easily exceed the FIT standard.  Provision is 
particularly poor in the wards of Hatfield West and Hatfield South, 
especially in terms of community pitches. However, most residents are 
within 1 km of the University of Hertfordshire College Lane Campus or 
Hertfordshire Sports Village. 

4.34 Since this audit was undertaken there have been some small changes 
in provision. New Briars JMI School has shut and amalgamated with 
Stream Woods School. Howe Dell School has moved to a new site at 



 42

The Runway in Hatfield North and has its own outdoor sports facilities. 
This will add to the high level of provision in Hatfield North.  However, 
as all the changes relate to private pitches, the impact on the 
community will be limited. 

 
Northern Villages 
 

4.35 This is the most rural of the four areas and includes the settlements of 
Woolmer Green, Oaklands and Mardley Heath, Welwyn and Digswell. 
There are 8 playing pitch sites, which cover 12 ha. This amounts to 1.2 
ha for every 1000 people, but only 0.58 ha of publicly accessible 
pitches per 1000 population. This is the lowest level of provision in the 
borough and well below the FIT standard. But, all the public pitches are 
free, so the Northern Villages area actually has more freely accessible 
pitches than the Southern Villages Area. Welwyn North (Woolmer 
Green and Oaklands and Mardley Heath) has a far lower provision than 
Welwyn South. With only one private school site, Oaklands and 
Mardley Heath has particularly poor provision of pitches.    

 
Southern Villages 
 

4.36 This area includes the settlements of Welham Green, Brookmans Park, 
Little Heath and Cuffley. There are 18 sites which amount to 43ha of 
playing pitches. This provides 2.91 ha per 1,000 population of which 
1.50ha are community pitches.   

4.37 Welham Green and Northaw wards both have a high provision of 
community playing pitches.  Facilities are well distributed across the 
settlements, but there are no playing pitches in north Cuffley. The 
settlement of Brookmans Park has a high proportion of private playing 
pitches, but a very low provision of community pitches. 
 
Borough conclusions  
 

4.38 With 1.27 ha of community playing pitches per 1000 population the 
borough’s provision exceeds the recommendations of the FIT standard. 
Welwyn Garden City and the Southern Villages have the highest level 
of playing pitch provision, whilst Hatfield and the Northern Villages 
have fewer hectares of pitches than recommended by the FIT 
standards. Notwithstanding these broad trends, the distribution of 
playing pitches is skewed within each of the 4 study areas. Across the 
Borough there are pockets of high and low provision. 

 
4.39 Schools account for 55% of the total number of playing pitch sites and 

91% of these facilities are private. Currently, only 28 ha of school 
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playing pitches (at 5 schools) are available for private hire by dual use 
agreements.  

 
Applying Sport England’s Playing Pitch model 
 

4.40 The FIT method provides an overview of the provision and distribution 
of playing pitches, but it does not take into account local demand. 
Therefore, the Playing Pitch Model6 is a useful tool as it incorporates 
demand from local sports teams and assesses provision against the 
active population, i.e. people between 6 and 54. This method can be 
used to assess the current situation as well as modelling provision 
needed in the future.  
 
Welwyn Hatfield’s Playing Pitch Model 
 

4.41 In Welwyn Hatfield, the Sport England Playing Pitch Model was applied 
to teams using community pitches in the 2006-2007 Season. The list of 
teams is detailed in appendix 7 and the methodology and data is 
outlined in appendix 8.  

 
Football 

 
4.42 Football is the most popular sport in Welwyn Hatfield. There are 90 

senior football teams and 58 junior football teams in the borough, which 
means there is a demand for 45 senior and 29 junior home games per 
week.  Matches are played on the 57 senior pitches and 13 junior 
pitches that are available for public use (either freely accessible, pay 
and play or private hire) in the borough. 

 
4.43 The results of the playing pitch model indicate that there are a sufficient 

number of senior and junior football pitches to meet local demand. The 
highest demand for pitches is on Saturday and Sunday.  Most senior 
football matches (83%) are played on Sunday morning, with the 
remaining 17% taking place on Saturday afternoon.  Even when 
demand is at its highest on Sunday morning, there is a surplus of 21.6 
pitches.  Junior football is played across the weekend, but there is a 
surplus of over 6 pitches on Saturday and 5 on Sunday.   

 
 
Mini Soccer 

 
4.44 The 27 Mini Soccer teams in Welwyn Hatfield play on 25 pitches within 

the borough.   Matches are played on the mornings in the weekend, 
with 85% taking place on a Saturday morning. Even at peak demand 

                                                 
6 Sport England (2006) Towards a Level Playing Field A guide to the production of playing 
pitch strategies, Sport England: London. 
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there is a surplus of 2.1 pitches. However, the dates and starting times 
of mini soccer matches are quite flexible and games can change 
between Saturday and Sunday morning. Clearly there is limited 
capacity on a Saturday morning and too many more matches at that 
time could create a deficit.   

 
Cricket 

 
4.45 Adult and youth cricket is played on the same 13 pitches because there 

are no junior pitches.  Games are played on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon and Thursday evening.  When demand is at its highest, on 
Saturday afternoon, there is a small surplus of senior pitches (2.4). 
However, as there are no junior cricket pitches the junior teams have to 
use adult pitches. As such there is a requirement for 13.4 pitches on 
Saturday afternoon, which means there is actually a slight shortage of 
pitches.  On Sunday afternoon, when 41% of adult games and 44% of 
junior games are played, 11.1 pitches are required, so there is a small 
surplus of pitches. On Thursday demand is low and nearly 12 pitches 
are available for additional use.   

 
Hockey 

 
4.46 Hockey in Welwyn Hatfield is a growing sport; there is 1 club with 9 

senior hockey teams and 4 junior teams. All matches are played on a 
Saturday, with an average of 4.5 senior games and 2 junior games per 
week.  

 
4.47 In total there are 7 hockey pitches in the borough.  However, Hockey 

England (the English governing body for hockey) requests that league 
matches are played on an artificial surface, so the 6 grass pitches 
cannot be used for matches.  Therefore, only the astroturf pitch at the 
Hertfordshire Sports Village (see appendix 8) is included in the playing 
pitch model assessment.  On this basis there is an under provision of 
1.3 pitches for adult hockey teams on a Saturday.  However, as there 
are no separate junior hockey pitches in the Borough, the availability of 
pitches is even more problematic on a Saturday. If the junior and senior 
demand is combined there a shortage of 2.3 hockey pitches.  This 
deficit could be reduced if teams could hire the other astroturf hockey 
pitch in the district, which is currently in private use.   

 
Rugby 

 
4.48 There are 17 senior and 14 junior rugby teams in the borough.  All the 

adult matches are played on Saturday afternoon and most of the junior 
matches are played on Sunday mornings.  All the teams play 0.5 home 
games per week, which means that 8.5 games are played each week 
on the 11 senior pitches and 7 games are played each week on the 2 
junior pitches.  As a result there is always a surplus of senior pitches 
over teams.  Even when the demand for pitches is highest on Saturday 
afternoon there is a surplus of 2.5 pitches.  
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4.49 However, development of surplus sites could severely affect the 

provision for rugby due to the nature of the sport.  The ground is 
churned up more than in other sports, so attempting to use pitches 
more than once a week, unless properly maintained, could result in a 
surface that is unusable for the sport. 

 
4.50 Junior pitches are also only in use in the weekend; on a Saturday and 

Sunday morning. The playing pitch model shows that on Saturday 
mornings there is the right number of pitches and teams, but on 
Sunday mornings, when demand is at its highest there is a shortfall of 3 
pitches. 

 
Lacrosse 

 
4.51 Although lacrosse is a minority sport in the Borough, with only 2 clubs 

and 6 teams, the sport has a local significance and is growing in 
popularity.  The teams play 1.5 home games each week, with all junior 
games played on Sunday morning and senior games played on 
Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning. Games are played on the 2 
pitches in the Borough: an artificial senior pitch at the Hertfordshire 
Sports Village and a grass pitch at Welwyn Playing Fields. 

 
4.52 Appendix 8 shows that there are an adequate number of senior pitches 

to meet current demand from local teams. By contrast, there is a 
shortage of 1.5 junior pitches on Sunday morning. However, this 
demand can be met by the surplus of senior pitches available at this 
time, so there is currently not a deficit of lacrosse pitches. But, there 
may be a hidden problem because the grass pitch at Welwyn can only 
be used when there are no football games, as pitch markings overlap. 
Given, that Sunday morning is a popular time for football, there may be 
added restrictions on lacrosse matches, particularly as grass pitches 
can take time to recover between matches.  

 
Conclusions of the Playing Pitch Model 
 

4.53 In summary, the playing pitch model indicates that there are a sufficient 
number of football, mini football, lacrosse and senior rugby pitches, to 
accommodate current demand. However, in contrast there is a small 
shortage of hockey, cricket and junior rugby pitches.  These shortfalls 
could be reduced if some of the private school facilities were given dual 
use agreements.  

4.54 Using the 2006-based population projections for 2021 and Sport 
England estimates about growth in each sport7, it is possible to predict 
the future demand for outdoor sports facilities. The active population 

                                                 
7 10% projected growth participation in each sport, Sport England (2006) Towards a Level 
Playing Field. 
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will be 87,500, an increase of over 22,000 people. As a result appendix 
7 illustrates that without additional development of sports facilities there 
will be pitch shortages in every sport by 2021.   

4.55 Whilst the playing pitch model provides an important insight into the 
demand and supply of pitches, it is important to note its limitations. 
Firstly, it does not look at casual use of playing pitches and secondly it 
does not take into account that some sports are played on the same/ 
overlapping pitches, so pitch demand could be higher in some cases. 
This issue raises questions about the long term quality of the pitches as 
Sport England recommend that only two matches are played per week 
on grass pitches. Only synthetic pitches can be used more frequently.  

 
  
 
 
 
 



 

  
  
  
   

5. Quantitative Analysis 
 

5.1  This chapter assesses the quantity and distribution of open space. 
Provision will be assessed in relation to the local population so that 
wards with particular shortfalls or surpluses of different types of open 
space can be identified.   

  
Setting local standards 

 
5.2 As outlined in chapter 2 this study uses recognised standards and the 

feedback from public consultation to inform the development of local 
standards for the provision of open space in Welwyn Hatfield. Several 
types of open space do not have a recognised standard to apply.  The 
companion guide to PPG17 advises that the function of green 
corridors, cemeteries and civic spaces means there is no value in 
assessing their provision in quantitative terms. The local standards for 
the other open space typologies are explained below.  
Allotments 

5.3 The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners propose a 
national standard of 20 allotments per 1,000 households (i.e. 20 
allotments per 2,200 people based on 2 people per house) or 1 
allotment per 200 people. This equates to 0.125ha per 1,000 
population based on an average plot size of 250m2.  

 
5.4 The borough has 0.13 ha of allotments per 1000 people, so slightly 

exceeds the national standard. Local Plan Policy OS4 protects 
allotments in any area where there is a reasonable expectation of 
continuing long-term demand. The public consultation does not indicate 
a great interest in allotments.  Only 11% of the respondents considered 
there were enough allotments in the borough, but equally only 23% 
thought there were not enough.  Most people (66%) either didn’t have 
an opinion or didn’t know.  In addition, 81% of the people surveyed 
claiming that they never visit allotments. 

 
5.5 However patterns of demand in the borough, contradict the 

consultation results. There is considerable demand for plots, with 
waiting lists in many areas across the borough. Overall in the borough 
there is a percentage demand of 39% across the borough (August 
2008).  This is calculated by looking at the number of vacant plots 
against total available plots and then taking into consideration the 
number of people on the waiting list for each site.  But, there are areas 
in the borough where demand is low. Notably, a number of sites in 
Hatfield have no waiting lists and/or vacant sites. In Hatfield Central, 
provision of allotments is high (0.15 ha per 1000) but demand is 
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particularly low, there are 19 vacant plots.  Clearly demand is likely to 
fluctuate continuously, but most of the vacant plots in this ward are 
located on two sites which either have access issues or a lack of basic 
facilities.  Therefore, there is potential for hidden demand if people do 
not want to use problematic sites.  

5.6 The evidence suggests that significant demand exists, and growing 
awareness about the ‘green agenda’ and chemically enhanced food 
suggests the popularity of allotments is likely to remain and in all 
likelihood increase. As such, it is acceptable that the borough has a 
slightly higher provision than the national standard and it is 
recommended that allotments are protected. However, given the 
feedback from the consultation and the existence of some vacant plots, 
there is not conclusive evidence that provision per thousand population 
should be increased.  

 
Therefore, it is recommended that the council adopt a local quantity 
standard equivalent to the current level of provision. This will 
emphasise the need to retain the existing level of allotment gardens in 
the borough, and strengthen to need to maintain and improve the 
quality of the existing sites. Given fluctuating demand, the suitability of 
this standard should be monitored and updated accordingly. 

 
 
 
 
 
Amenity green space 

5.7 Based on an average of existing local authority standards, the report 
Rethinking Open Space (2001)8 provides the only national standard for 
the provision of amenity green space: 2ha per 1000 population. At a 
local level, authorities adjacent to the borough, which have recently 
produced PPG17 studies, have lower provision of amenity green 
space. Dacorum has 0.90 ha of amenity green space per 1000 
population9, Stevenage has 1.09ha10, Broxbourne has 0.45ha11 and 
East Hertfordshire has 0.5512. Therefore, Welwyn Hatfield’s provision is 
relatively high in local terms, but it is below the recommended national 
standard. 

 
5.8 As such it is considered that the provision per 1000 population is 

acceptable, but should be retained at the current standard.  The 
amenity green spaces were identified on the basis of their recreational 

                                                 
8 Kit Campbell Associates/Central Research Unit Scottish Executive (2001) Rethinking Open 
Space. 
9 Dacorum Open Space Study, 2008. 
10 Stevenage Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study, 2006. 
11 Broxbourne Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study, 2008. 
12 East Herts. Local Plan Second Review, Appendix IV, 2007. 

0.13 allotments per 1000 population.   
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importance and/or significance to the local character.  Indeed, amenity 
green spaces are intrinsic to the garden city / new town heritage within 
the borough.  Most of the amenity green spaces are sites designated 
as urban open land by policy OS1 in the Local Plan 2005, so their 
importance to the form, character and quality of the built-up areas has 
been tested through the planning system. The additional amenity green 
sites have either been developed since the Local Plan adoption or have 
been identified through the audit to have recreational value or add to 
local character.  As such the recommended local standard is: 

 
 
 
 
Parks and gardens 

5.9 There are no definitive national or local standards relating to the 
provision of parks and gardens. However, compared to adjacent local 
authorities, Welwyn Hatfield has a high provision of parks and gardens.  
The borough has 14.4 ha per thousand population, compared to 0.5 ha 
in East Herts.13, 0.7 in Stevenage14, 14.0 in Dacorum15 and 0.3 ha in 
Broxbourne.16 Despite comparatively high levels of provision the 
consultation responses reveal opinion is equally divided about the 
provision of parks and gardens in the borough.  The survey revealed 
that 44% of people were satisfied with current provision and 44% 
thought more parks were needed.  Half of the respondents considered 
there would be a shortage of provision in the future.  Parks and 
gardens are clearly valued by Welwyn Hatfield residents.  They are the 
second most frequently visited area of open space, with 75% of 
residents visiting more than once a month.   

5.10 Therefore, in line with the public consultation responses and reflecting 
comparison with provision in neighbouring authorities it seems 
important to maintain the current level of provision per thousand 
population.  The recommended local standard is:  

  
  
 
 

 

Natural green space 
5.11 The only national quantitative standard relating to natural green space 

is Natural England’s recommendation of 1 ha of local nature reserves 

                                                 
13 East Herts. Local Plan Second Review, 2007, Appendix IV. 
14 Stevenage Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study, 2006.  
15 Dacorum Open Space Study, 2008. 
16 Broxbourne Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study, 2008 

 
14.40 hectares per 1000 population 

 
1.36 hectares per 1000 population 
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per 1000 population.  There are no national or local standards that 
cover the whole of this typology of open space. Welwyn Hatfield’s 
natural green space is clearly valued by its residents as it is the most 
frequently visited type of open space, with 87%  of people visiting more 
than once a month.  However, none of the respondents to the 
consultation specifically mentioned the need for more natural and semi-
natural green space.  This suggests the current provision of 6.3ha per 
1000 population is appropriate.  In addition, the provision of local 
nature reserves (2.9 ha) is significantly above the 1ha per 1000 
population threshold recommended by Natural England. Therefore, the 
recommended local standard for natural / semi-natural green space is: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Provision for children and/or teenagers 

5.12 As detailed in chapter 3, the most recognised national standard for 
children’s play space is the Fields in Trust (formally NPFA) guidelines 
of between 0.6 – 0.8 hectares per 1000 population. This standard 
includes a recommendation for between 0.4 and 0.5 hectares of 
informal playing space and between 0.2 and 0.3 hectares of outdoor 
equipped play areas.  The adopted Local Plan (2005) expects major 
new residential development to provide open space in line with these 
guideline figures. 

 
5.13 The borough has 67 equipped play areas, which reflect the 

characteristics detailed by FIT (outlined in figure 5, chapter 3). Given 
their function for older children and teenagers, NEAPs are the largest 
areas and often include a range of activities such as play equipment, 
basketball areas, kick about areas, multi-use games areas, skate parks 
and teenage shelters. FIT suggests that NEAPs should cater mainly for 
children between 8 and 14. However, PPG 17 notes that this ignores 
the needs of older teenagers.  As such, this study broadens the 
definition of NEAPs to include facilities, which may also be suitable for 
teenagers over the age of 14. In addition to the play areas there are 
135 amenity green spaces, which provide opportunities for informal 
play17.  As such there are 1.22 hectares of play space per 1000 
population, which exceeds the recommendations of FIT. However, 
most of this total consists of informal play space and reflects the high 
level of amenity green space within Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield.  
There are only 0.06 hectares of formal play areas (LAPs, LEAPs and 
NEAPs) per 1000 population.             

                                                 
17 Of the 172 amenity green spaces in the borough these 135 areas are considered safe for 
play due to their proximity to houses and distance from major roads. 

 
6.29 hectares of natural / semi-natural green 

space per 1000 population 
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5.14 Residents comments from the ‘you and your open space’ consultation 

reveal that that people are happy with informal play space provision but 
concerned about the provision of formal play facilities. Indeed, local 
residents consider the provision for children and teenagers to be the 
most problematic type of open space in the borough.  Over 44% of 
people considered there are currently not enough children’s play areas 
and many people identified a lack of teenage facilities as a problem.  
Concerns were reiterated in the consultation undertaken for the Play 
Strategy (2008).  Residents identified a lack of facilities as a barrier to 
play and a target of the strategy is therefore to provide more free 
places to play.    

 
5.15 The consultation responses clearly reveal that the current policy 

approach has not provided enough provision for older children and 
teenagers.  Essentially this is because the standards associated with 
the provision for the older age group require more space. As such, it is 
acknowledged that the policy approach needs to be adapted to 
specifically ensure facilities for older children and teenagers are 
brought forward in new development.  This issue was identified in the 
Core Strategy Issues and Options document and will be taken forward 
and tested as the local development framework progresses.  Therefore, 
at this stage it is considered that the most robust approach is to assess 
local provision against the FIT standards as adopted in the current 
Local Plan.  In terms of formal play area, it is difficult to see how many 
parts of the borough, which will not see significant new development, 
will ever meet the ambitious FIT standards.  But, the use of an 
ambitious standard (0.2 –0.3 ha per 1000 population) is an important 
benchmark as it maximises the opportunity for play provision when new 
developments do come forward.  This study does not include a 
separate target for informal play space as in practice informal play 
space crosses over many of the PPG17 open space typologies, such 
as amenity green space, natural green space and outdoor sports 
facilities. Within this framework it is therefore difficult to quantify the 
amount of informal play space within the borough.  Nevertheless it is 
suggested that in line with the adopted Local Plan new development 
continues to follow the FIT guidelines for informal play provision. 

 
5.16 This recommended standard will be subject to review as play space is 

tested and scrutinised by public consultation as part of the Core 
Strategy process. 

 
 
 
   
 

 
Between 0.2 and 0.3 hectares of provision for 
children and/or teenagers per 1000 population 
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Outdoor Sports Facilities 

5.17 Fields in Trust propose a national standard of 1.6-1.8 outdoor sports 
facilities per 1000 population, which incorporates public and private 
facilities.   

5.18 There are currently 2.12 hectares per 1000 population in the borough. 
Golf courses have been excluded from calculations due to their size 
because they tend to skew figures.  Although many school sport 
facilities are not accessible at the current time, they have been included 
in the survey because they are considered an important resource in the 
borough. This level of provision exceeds the FIT recommendations and 
the public consultation suggests residents are satisfied with provision. 
Over 40% of people thought current playing pitch provision was 
satisfactory.  However, over half of people think there will be a lack of 
facilities in the future.  Whilst consultation is a useful indication of local 
perception, to a certain extent provision of this type of open space is 
demand led.  As such, the Playing Pitch Model (see chapter 4) 
increases understanding of patterns of supply and demand in the 
borough.  The model shows that generally current provision is good, 
but there are small shortages for some sports pitches (hockey, junior 
rugby and cricket).  By 2021, population increases mean there will be 
shortages in all sports.  However, the playing pitch model does not 
include private school facilities and these could be a significant 
resource if community access agreements are secured in the future. 
The extended schools programme and Building Schools For the Future 
may provide opportunities to ensure that additional facilities are 
available for community use.  

5.18 As a result of the public consultation and the findings of the playing 
pitch model it is recommended that the standard reflects the current 
level of provision of 2.12 hectares per 1000 population.  Additional 
demand can partly be met through the use of school facilities but the 
use of this standard will ensure the council provide additional sporting 
facilities to meet future needs in 2021. This approach is consistent with 
the council’s long tem objective in the borough’s Corporate and 
Community Plan, to increase physical activity in the over 16s.   
Therefore the recommended standard for the provision of outdoor 
sports facilities is : 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2.12 hectares of outdoor sports facilities per 1000 population 
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5.19 To summarise, table 7 outlines the recommended quantitative 
standards. 
 

Table 7: Recommended standards for open space provision 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applying local provision standards 
 
5.20   Table 8 applies these recommended local standards to the provision of 

open space in Welwyn Hatfield. 
 
 
 
 

Type of open space Recommended provision 
per 1,000 population 

Allotments 0.13 hectares 

Amenity Green Spaces 1.36 hectares 

Provision for children 
and/or teenagers 

0.2 – 0.3 hectares. 

Natural and Semi-Natural 
Green Spaces 

6.29 hectares 

Outdoor Sports Facilities 2.12 hectares 

Parks and gardens 14.40 hectares  



 

         

Table 8: Provision of open space per 1000 population by ward, against recommended standards18 
 

Outdoor Sports Facilities  
Ward/Type Allotments 

 
Parks 

 

Amenity 
Green 
Space  

Provision for Children 
and/or Teenagers- 

formal play provision 

Accessible 
Natural / Semi-
Natural Green 

Spaces  
All 

Community facilities 
(free access/ private 
hire/ pay and play) 

Welwyn North 0.00 0.00 0.00
 

0.04 17.76 0.42 0.19 
Welwyn South 0.23 29.50 0.82 0.11 7.85 1.83 1.10 
Sherrards 0.08 0.00 2.82 0.02 14.59 3.12 2.60 
Haldens 0.06 2.18 0.49 0.06 0.91 0.58 0.14 
Handside 0.56 1.68 2.66 0.07 2.39 3.25 2.59 
Peartree 0.13 0.00 0.35 0.02 0.00 0.37 0.00 
Panshanger 0.16 0.00 0.28 0.05 1.06 3.19 2.78 
Hollybush 0.04 0.00 2.68 0.2 0.00 3.38 2.98 
Howlands 0.05 0.00 2.81 0.01 1.86 0.56 0.00 
Hatfield North 0.26 41.45 2.75 0.04 18.70 3.49 2.98 
Hatfield East 0.07 86.35 0.74 0.04 1.61 2.52 1.68 
Hatfield Central 0.15 0.00 0.44 0.05 0.00 1.94 0.67 
Hatfield West 0.12 0.00 2.39 0.01 0.18 0.80 0.53 
Hatfield South 0.04 0.00 2.69 0.10 0.00 0.16 0.00 
Brookmans Park 0.00 40.76 0.24 0.05 8.92 3.75 0.51 
Welham Green 0.25 58.65 0.29 0.12 15.63 3.54 2.86 
Northaw 0.00 0.00 0.16 0.03 26.24 2.33 1.87 
Borough whole 0.13 14.4 1.36 0.06 6.29 2.12 1.34 
Recommended 
Standard  0.13 14.4 1.36 0.2 – 0.3 6.29 2.12 

                                                 
18 Green text indicates that the provision is above the recommended supply, red text indicates that the provision is below the recommended supply and black 
text shows that the standard is met. 
 



 

  
  
  
   

 
 
5.21 The analysis suggests that there is considerable variation in the provision 

of open space across the borough.  Every typology of open space has 
deficiencies in some wards. For example, only 6 of the 18 wards have 
areas of natural green space.  So although total provision is high, the 
distribution of natural green space is concentrated in the more rural areas 
to the north and south east of the borough. In general, the distribution of 
some open space typologies is better than others.  Provision of outdoor 
sports facilities is above the recommended standard in most wards.  By 
contrast there is an under provision of facilities for children and teenagers 
in most wards.  Notably, only 4 wards have a level of provision for 
teenagers above the recommended standard and the majority of wards 
have no provision at all. 

         
5.22 Future provision of open space is predicted in table 9.  The 2006 mid 

population projections predict an increase of 30,647 people, from 97,553 in 
2001 to 128,200 in 2021. If the level of provision remains static, whilst the 
population increases, deficiencies in provision for children and teenagers 
and community outdoor sport facilities will increase.  The amount of 
allotments, amenity green space and natural green space will all fall below 
the recommended standard.  

            
  

Table 9: Provision of open space per 1000 population in 2001 and predicted provision per 
1000 population in 2021. 

 
 
6.23 Detailed conclusions and recommendations about the provision of open 

space per 1000 population by typology and by ward is outlined in chapters 
8 and 9. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Outdoor Sports 
Facilities Ward/Type Allotments 

Amenity 
Green 
Space 

Provision for 
Children and/or 

Teenagers 

Accessible 
Natural/ Semi -
Natural Green 
Spaces All Community 

facilities 
Borough 
whole 
2001 0.13 1.36 0.06 6.29 2.12 1.34
Borough 
whole 
2021 0.10 1.04 0.05  4.79 1.61 1.02
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6. Accessibility 
 

6.1 PPG17 and its Companion Guide advise that distance thresholds are 
applied to explore the accessibility of different sites. These thresholds 
help identify the areas within settlements or wards that are not currently 
served by current open space provision. The creation of active and 
vibrant communities is a key part of sustainable development. Access to 
open space can enhance residents’ quality of life so it is important that all 
members of the community are able to easily get to open space. People 
should be able to travel by public transport, foot or bike to reduce 
environmentally unsustainable car use.     

 
6.2 There are Rights of Way (ROW) and cycle routes across the Borough. 

The ROWs connect areas within settlements and provide links to the 
surrounding countryside in the Green Belt. Within town centres ROW are 
limited because there are numerous publicly accessible footpaths. 
Designated cycle routes are more spatially concentrated, with good 
provision in Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield but little provision to the 
south, east and north of the borough. Brookmans Park, Little Heath, 
Cuffley, Woolmer Green and Oaklands and Mardley Heath are not well 
served with formal cycle routes. Many of the existing cycle ways provide 
connections between areas of larger open space.  For example, Black 
Fan Valley Park, Stanborough Park, and King George V Playing Fields 
are linked together with cycle tracks, many of which join up to the 
National Cycle Network.  

 
6.3 Public transport can also provide important links to open space. There 

are a number of bus routes running throughout the borough, which can 
provide access to open space. In addition, there are 6 train stations 
(Welwyn North (Digswell), Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield, Welham Green, 
Brookmans Park and Cuffley). More information is available on the public 
transport website http://www.travelline.org  

 
Setting local accessibility thresholds 
 
6.4 Local distance threshold have been developed using the feedback from 

the local consultation and recommendations from national organisations. 
The table below summarises the distance thresholds used to assess 
accessibility of open space in the borough. 
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Table 10:  Local distance thresholds 
 

Typology Distance Threshold (in a 
straight line distance) 

Why this distance threshold 
has been chosen 

Allotments 1km around a 15 minute 
walk* 

1 kilometre / 15 minute walk 
– local target based on local 
consultation results about the 
distance people are willing to 
travel to open space 

Amenity Green 
Space 

400m, around a 5 minute 
walk 

CABE (2005) 
recommendation, Making 
Design Policy Work. This 
reflects the predominately 
local function of amenity 
green space.  

Cemeteries No threshold* 
Civic Spaces No Threshold* 
Provision for 
Children and 
Teenagers 

Children’s play areas: 
LAP    - 100m 
LEAP -  400m 
NEAP -  1 km 

Based on feedback from the 
local consultation and 
recommendations by Fields 
in Trust (previously NPFA) 

Green Corridors No threshold* 
Natural/Semi-
Natural Green 
Space 

5km to a 100+ hectare site 
(12 minutes drive) 
 
2km to a 20-100 hectare site 
(5 minutes drive) 
 
1 km to at least a 2 hectare 
site (15 minutes walk) 
 

Based on recommendations 
from Natural England (ANGst 
standards) and feedback 
from the local consultation. 

Outdoor Sports 
Facilities 

1km, around a 15 minute 
walk** 

1 kilometre / 15 minute walk 
– local target based on local 
consultation results about the 
distance people are willing to 
travel to open space)** 

Parks and Gardens 1km, around a 15 minute 
walk** 

1 kilometre /15 minute walk – 
local target based on local 
consultation results about the 
distance people are willing to 
travel to open space)** 

 
* The Companion Guide to Planning Policy Statement PPG17 states that the function of 
green corridors, cemeteries and civic spaces means that there is no sensible way of 
assessing provision against a standard. 

** Walking distance/time is based on study by Knoblauch et al (1997) Road 
Engineering journal. Over 7,000 pedestrians were observed and their average walking 
speed overall was 4.99 km/3.1 miles per hour. 

 
 Allotments, outdoor sports facilities and parks and gardens 
 
6.5 There are no definitive national or local accessibility standards for these 

open space typologies.  As such local distance thresholds were taken 
from respondents’ answers to Question 5 of the ‘you and your open 
space consultation’, which asked ‘How long (in minutes) are you willing 
to travel to reach an open space, outdoor sport, or recreational facility?’ 
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(see appendix 8). Figure 6 summarises the responses and identifies that 
most people are willing to travel between 10 and 20 minutes to an open 
space site. As such, the ‘mid-point’ of 15 minutes has been taken forward 
as an acceptable benchmark for the time people are willing to travel to a 
local facility. Using research for a study into average walking speed 
(Knoblauch et al, 1997) it is estimated that a 15 minute walk accounts for 
a distance of approximately 1km.  

 
Figure 6: Consultation feedback about the time people are prepared to travel to access open 
space. 
 

Length of Time prepared to travel Percentage  
Less than 5 minutes 2.5% 
5-10 minutes 18.5% 
10-15 minutes 30.3% 
15-20 minutes 31.9% 
25+ minutes 15.1% 

 
Amenity green space 

6.6 The only national reference to accessing amenity green space is outlined 
in CABE’s (2005) document ‘Making Design Policy Work’.  The 
document identified 400 metres (5 minutes walk) as the optimal distance 
threshold for amenity green space.  This recommendation is in line with 
the PPG17 Companion Guide’s strategic hierarchy that indicates that 
amenity green space sites should be considered on a neighbourhood 
level. In addition, the local consultation showed that amenity green space 
is the third most frequently visited type of open space, so is clearly 
valued by residents.   

 
6.7 On this basis the following accessibility standard is recommended: 
 

 

 

 
Natural / semi-natural green space 

6.8 Nationally, Natural England’s ‘Accessible Green Space Model’ (ANGst) 
standards are recognised as best practice.  The accessibility 
recommendations are as follows: 

• At least one 2ha site within 300m 
• At least one 20-100ha site within 2km 

• At least one 100+ha site within 5km 

• At least one 500ha site within 10km 
 
6.9 Although there are no 500 hectare sites within Welwyn Hatfield, there are 

a range of natural / semi-natural green spaces of various sizes.  In line 
with the ANGst standards it is recognised that the larger sites tend to 

400 metres to amenity green spaces       
(5 minutes walk) 
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have additional recreational appeal (particularly as most are designated 
as SSSIs), so attract visitors from a wider distance.  Equally as the public 
consultation indicates that many people (50%) prefer to walk to areas of 
open space, local provision is also clearly important.  However, it is not 
always practical in urban areas for people to be within 300m of their 
nearest area of natural green space.  Based on the feedback from the 
local consultation, 15 minutes walk is an acceptable distance to local 
areas of open space.  Therefore the recommended accessibility standard 
is: 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provision for children and teenagers 
 
6.10 As outlined in chapter 3, the recognised accessibility guidelines for 

children’s play provision are the FIT (formally NPFA) standards, as 
follows: 

• Local Area of Play (LAP) – 100m 

• Local Equipped Areas of Play (LEAP) – 400m 

• Neighbourhood Area of Play (NEAP) – 1000m 
 
6.11 In terms of access to play areas, the Welwyn Hatfield Play Strategy 

(2008) identifies that parents are concerned about traffic and accidents.  
In addition, a target of the Strategy is to improve access to play facilities.  
On this basis local provision of equipped play areas is clearly important, 
and the FIT approach of having a tiered distance threshold, depending 
on the type of play area seems sensible. It seems appropriate to have 
smaller facilities for younger children closer to home and facilities for 
older children and teenagers in slightly more dispersed patterns.  
Reflecting the consultation feedback that 15 minutes walk is a 
reasonable distance to areas of open space, it is suggested that the 
NEAP threshold is set at 1km. To summarise, the recommended 
accessibility standard is: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• 5km to a 100+ hectare site (12 minutes drive) 
• 2km to a 20-100 hectare site (5 minutes drive) 
• 1 km to at least a 2 hectare site (15 minutes walk) 
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Applying local distance thresholds 
 
6.12 The distance thresholds have been identified using GIS to create straight 

line buffers around the open space sites.  In line with national guidelines, 
we reduced the actual distances by 40% to create straight line distances. 
This is to allow for the fact that routes to open spaces are not straight line 
distances but more complex.  The 40% reduction is based on robust 
research by FIT in numerous areas using a representative sample of 
pedestrian routes.  

 
Table 11: Conversion of walking distances to straight line distances 
 

Open space typology Dist threshold (walking) Straight line distance 

Allotments 1 km 600m 

Parks and gardens 1km 600m 

Outdoor sports facilities 1km 600m 

Amenity Green Spaces 400m 240m 

Natural green space (at 
least a 2ha site) 

1km 600m 

Provision for children 
and teenagers 

LAP-           100m 
LEAP-         400m 

      NEAP-        1km 
       

60m 
240m 
600m 

 
6.13 When mapping the buffers, A-roads, railways and rivers were treated as 

access barriers for pedestrians but bridging points (e.g. tunnels, bridges, 
under-passes) have been taken into account to ensure accurate results. 
The distance threshold maps can be viewed in chapter 9. 

• All children under the age of 6 should have a 
dedicated area where they can play either informally 
or formally with other children within 100m of their 
home (LAP). 

• All children aged between 6 and 8 should have an 
equipped area for play within 400m of their home 
(LEAP). 

• All children and teenagers over the age of 8 should 
have a more advanced equipped play area within 
1km of their home (NEAP). 
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7. Qualitative Analysis 

 
7.1 This section outlines the results of the qualitative assessment. Sites   

were audited in the four month period from January 2007 to April 2007 
and given scores based on scoring criteria (see Appendix 3). Due to 
problems with access a number of sites could not be audited.   

7.2 Once the site visits were complete a benchmark system for the best and 
worst sites for each type of open space was established. There are 5 
quality categories: very good, good, average, poor and very poor. A 
summary of the scores is detailed in appendix 9. 

 
7.3 Amenity green spaces, green corridors and natural and semi-natural 

green space were not formally assessed in terms of quality.  These 
categories of open space often enhance local character or provide 
biodiversity benefits, so quality criteria relating to recreational roles (e.g. 
access and provision of amenities) cannot adequately assess the true 
value of the sites.  These areas of open space were surveyed and any 
quality problems with the site were noted such as vandalism, litter or 
poor maintenance.  

7.4 A recurring issue was the amount of litter on green corridor and amenity 
green sites. Many of these sites were adjacent to other sites of open 
space or alongside cycle ways or roads.  

 
Broad qualitative trends 
 
7.5 Figure 7 outlines the quality of the assessed open spaces sites in 

Welwyn Hatfield.  Generally the standard of open space in the Borough 
is relatively high.  Most sites are either classified as average or good 
quality and 6% of sites are very good quality.  The response to the public 
consultation confirms that residents are generally happy with the quality 
of open spaces in the borough.  Over half of respondents thought that 
the design and appearance of facilities was excellent or good and over 
80% rated the standard of cleanliness and maintenance as average or 
above.  However, there is room for improvement, particularly as 11% of 
open space sites are classified in the survey as poor or very poor quality. 
Given that people should be able to access high quality open space it 
would beneficial if there were no poor or very poor quality open space 
sites in the borough. 
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Figure 7: The quality of the surveyed open space sites in Welwyn Hatfield 
 

4%
7%

41%
29%

6%

13%

Very Poor
Poor
Average
Good 
Very Good
Not Classified

 
 
 
Table 11: Spatial distribution of open space in terms of site quality 
 
Settlement 
Area 

Very 
Good 

Good Average Poor  Very 
Poor 

Not 
classified 

Total 
number 
of sites 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

8 16 34 6 4 12 78 

Hatfield and 
the villages 

3 29 40 6 3 5 86 

Northern 
Villages 

0 8 8 1 2 4 22 

Southern 
Villages 

2 10 10 2 0 8 30 

 
7.6 The quality of open space varies across the borough and there is a mix 

of different quality sites in all the settlement areas. Table 11 shows that 
in all areas of the borough the quality of open space is skewed towards 
the higher quality scores. Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield and the 
villages have the highest number of very good sites, but relatively all the 
settlement areas have a similar proportion of very good and good sites 
(between 30% and 40%). At 40%, the Southern Villages has the highest 
proportion of high quality sites.  Indeed, with no very poor quality sites 
and only 2 poor quality sites, the Southern Villages area has the best 
provision of quality open space.    

 
7.7 Welwyn Garden City and the Northern Villages area have the largest 

proportions of poor and very poor sites (13%).  However, across the 
borough most sites are of average quality or above.   
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Quality by type of open space 
 
7.8 The following sections give an overview of the quality of each type of 

open space (the comments made about each site are in Appendix 10).  
Future quality aspirations are also outlined below.    

 
Allotments  
 
7.9 The following table shows how the 44 sites have been classified: 
 
Figure 8: Quality assessment of allotment sites  
 

Classification Number of sites in 
this classification 

Very Good 3
Good 9
Average 24
Poor 5
Very Poor 1
Unclassified 2
Total Number of sites 44

 
7.10 The largest proportion of sites is rated as average quality, although 5 

sites (14%) were poor or very poor quality. Vacancy rates and poor 
maintenance had become an issue at a few sites and a number of 
allotments lost marks on the entrance to the site. Without a map showing 
the location and access route it would have been very difficult to find the 
sites. The worst scoring sites tend to have a number of problems relating 
to access, maintenance and a shortage of basic facilities. 

7.11 The two unclassified sites are Parkway Allotment Gardens and 
Melbourne Court Allotment Gardens as neither of these sites were 
accessible to the surveyor. 

7.12 Digswell Nursery Allotment Gardens, managed by the Longcroft 
Allotment Association, received the highest score and was rated as very 
good. The site had a number of facilities including maintenance sheds, 
kitchen, toilets and an equipment shop.  

 



 

 64

 
Digswell Nursery Allotment Gardens on the day of the survey 

 
7.13 The site which scored the lowest in terms of quality did so because all of 

the plots had become vacant and neglected; the site was in need of 
much maintenance to attract new tenants. 

7.14 Following the qualitative assessment, this study suggests broad quality 
aspirations to maintain and improve allotment quality. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Civic Spaces 
 
7.15 Of the 4 civic spaces in the borough some of the sites did not meet the 

criteria in various different sections of the scoring criteria. Below is a 
table showing the number of sites which have been classed in each 
scoring group; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Allotments: desirable features 
• Easy to find; 
• Well maintained plots, footpaths and access; 
• Adequate facilities e.g. water, parking, 

composting; 
• Clean; 
• Information available about the site. 
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Figure 9: Quality assessment of Civic Spaces 

 
Classification Number of sites in 

this classification 
Very Good 0
Good 2
Average 2
Poor 0
Very Poor 0
Unclassified 0
Total Number of sites 4

7.16 The quality of the 4 civic spaces in the borough is relatively high as all 
are classified as either average or good quality. However, clear 
improvements could be made to the ‘program of events’, ‘information 
available before visit’ and provision of ‘additional facilities’ (e.g. public art 
or a water feature). 

7.17 The site which scored the highest in terms of quality was White Lion 
Square in Hatfield 

 
White Lion Square on the day of the Survey 

7.18 Despite none of the civic spaces being rated as ‘very good’, all of the 
sites did have the basic facilities, such as seating, which the surveyor 
believed were important for a civic space. The two sites located in 
Hatfield Central will be subject to redevelopment proposals, which will 
involve major improvement at both civic centres, with a new range of 
facilities and a feeling of openness at both sites. 

 
7.19 Following the qualitative assessment, this study suggests broad quality 

aspirations to maintain and improve the quality of the civic centres. 
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Cemeteries and Churchyards 
 
7.20 The 13 cemeteries and churchyards in the borough are very different to 

each other because some sites are no longer used for burials, some are 
part of heritage sites and some are heavily used by the local 
communities. All sites lost marks in relation to ‘Parking’ and ‘Ambient 
Noise’ but scored consistently high in terms of ‘Appearance’. The 
following table shows the number of sites which have been classed in 
each scoring group. 

 

Figure 10: Quality assessment of cemeteries and churchyards 

 
Classification Number of sites in 

this classification 
Very Good 2
Good 4
Average 6
Poor 0
Very Poor 0
Unclassified 1
Total Number of sites 13

7.21 All the cemeteries have been classed as average or above with 2 of the 
sites in the Borough classed as very good.  

7.22 The site which scored the highest in terms of quality was the District 
Cemetery (Southway), Hatfield. The site scored well due to its additional 
facilities (e.g. seats and water availability) and the amount of information 
available once on the site. The site which scored lowest in terms of 
quality was still of average quality but did so because of the lack of 
parking and information available before the visit.  

 

Civic Centres: desirable features 
• Easy to find; 
• Clean and well maintained; 
• Adequate facilities e.g. seats, bins and public 

art; 
• A good program of events; 
• Information available about the site. 
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District Cemetery (Southway) on the day of the survey 

 
7.23 With the majority of the sites being of average quality or better, the 

cemeteries in the Borough provide high quality provision of an open 
space, which can be used for both passive recreation and as a quiet 
place for reflection. 

7.24 Following the qualitative assessment, this study suggests broad quality 
aspirations to maintain and improve cemetery and churchyard quality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children and Teenagers 
 
7.25 The 67 sites which provide formal provision for children and/or teenagers 

include children’s equipped play areas, multi-use games areas, 
basketball hoops and wheeled sports areas. Figure 10 shows the 
number of sites which have been classed in each scoring group; 

 

 

 

 

 

Cemeteries: desirable features 
• Easy to find; 
• Clean and well maintained; 
• Well laid out; 
• Adequate facilities e.g. seats, bins and toilets; 
• Noise levels that do not damage the amenity of 

the site; 
• Information available about the site. 
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Figure 11: Quality assessment of provision for children and/or teenagers 

 
Classification Number of sites in 

this classification 
Very Good 4
Good 31
Average 16
Poor 8
Very Poor 8
Unclassified 0
Total Number of sites 67

7.26 Generally the quality of play areas in the borough is high, with over 76% 
scoring at an average mark or higher and  over half of sites achieving a 
good or very good.  However, 24% of sites were classified as poor or 
very poor and generally lost points because of a limited range of play 
facilities, a lack of seating or due to evidence of vandalism. In general 
there were very few sites which scored highly in the security category 
due to the position of the play area or the lack of lighting.  

7.27 The play area which scored the highest was the Nursery Hill Local 
Equipped Area for Play (LEAP), in the Haldens ward. The site scored 
highly in every category and the only category it lost significant marks in 
was ‘Ambient Noise’, reflecting its close proximity of the railway line. The 
site is suitable for children from 5-8 years old.  

 
Nursery Hill Play area on the day of the survey 

7.28 The site which scored the lowest offered a poor range of play and the 
front of the site was not fenced making safety an issue. The site also had 
evidence of vandalism as some of the site had been covered in graffiti.  

7.29 While much of the Borough has access to a site offering good quality 
provision for children and teenagers, there are a number of wards in 
which quality of the equipped play areas is not to a very high standard. 
The wards of Welwyn North, Welwyn South, Haldens, Panshanger, 
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Peartree, Howlands, Hatfield East and Hatfield South all contain sites 
which are of poor or very poor quality. The poor quality can be attributed 
to a number of factors however, it can be seen that the age of equipment 
on the site is a major problem with many sites looking like they have not 
had any new equipment for more than 10 years.  

7.30 Following the qualitative assessment, this study suggests broad quality 
aspirations to maintain and improve the quality of provision for children 
and teenagers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor Sports Facilities 
 
7.31 The 82 outdoor sports facilities in the Borough cover a large area and 

provide numerous opportunities for active recreation. As the sites are 
used for a range of different sports there was variation in quality due to 
overuse of some facilities and in some cases poor grounds maintenance. 
The surveyor noticed a range of criteria that were not met by a number of 
the sites. Figure 11 shows the number of sites which have been classed 
in each scoring group; 

 
Figure 12: Quality assessment of provision for outdoor sports facilities 

 
Classification Number of sites in 

this classification 
Very Good 2
Good 11
Average 43
Poor 3
Very Poor 0
Unclassified 23
Total Number of sites 82

7.32 Nearly 72% of the outdoor sports facilities surveyed in the Borough are 
classified as average quality or above. However, a fairly high proportion 
of sites (28%) are excluded from the audit due to problems with access, 
mainly at the school sites. Only 3% of the audited outdoor sports facilities 

Provision for children and teenagers: desirable 
features 

• Easy to find; 
• Clean and well maintained; 
• Safe and secure; 
• Adequate facilities e.g. seats, and bins; 
• Range of good quality play equipment / 

activities; 
• Information available about the site. 
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are classed as below average, so the quality of facilities is not a 
particular problem. 

7.33 Only 2 sites, King George V Playing Fields, Welwyn Garden City and 
Roe Hill Playing Fields, Hatfield are classified as good. Both sites were 
easy to find, had well maintained grass coverage and had good facilities 
including pavilions available for hire and a range of pitches. Out of the 
two sites King George V Playing Fields scored highest in terms of quality. 
The site was easily accessible from roads and paths and the provision of 
basic facilities (e.g. seats and dog bins) was good. 

 
 

 
                              King George V Playing Fields on the day of the survey 
7.34 The lowest scoring site was poor quality because it was difficult to 

access.  To reach the site from the car park, visitors have to cross an 
area of woodland, with no clear path. There was also no information 
available about the site before the visit and few additional facilities. 

 
7.35 Following the qualitative assessment, this study suggests broad quality 

aspirations to maintain and improve outdoor sport facility quality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parks and Gardens 
 
7.36 The 11 parks and gardens in the Borough offer a wide range of 

opportunities for the local population. At many of the sites public access 
is limited to rights of way but that does not stop the user from enjoying 

Outdoor sports facilities: desirable features 
• Easy to find; 
• Well maintained pitches / courts, footpaths and 

access; 
• Adequate facilities e.g. seats, toilets and bins; 
• Information available about the site. 
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the surrounding landscaped areas. The sites which have free public 
access offer visitors significant opportunities for passive and active 
recreation.  Figure 12 shows the number of sites which have been 
classed in each scoring group; 

 
Figure 13: Quality assessment of provision for parks and gardens 

 
Classification Number of sites in 

this classification 
Very Good 2
Good 6
Average 0
Poor 0
Very Poor 0
Unclassified 3
Total Number of sites 11

7.37 The 3 unclassified sites were Tewin Water Park, Hatfield Park Estate and 
North Mymms Park, as the sites were not accessible to the surveyor.  

7.38 The quality of the surveyed parks is very high, with all sites scoring good 
or very good.  There are only a few categories in which the parks and 
gardens lost marks, primarily due to a lack of toilets and/or dog bins.  

7.39 The site with the highest score is Brocket Hall, because of the high 
quality of grounds maintenance and the range of areas on the site, e.g. 
wooded areas and/or short mown areas. Stanborough Park also scored 
highly in all areas and is the site is the only public park in the Borough 
with a Green Flag award for quality.  

 

 
Stanborough Park on the day of the survey 

 
7.40 The site which scored the lowest in terms of quality did not score badly in 

any particular category, but lost marks for provision of toilets and a lack 
of additional facilities such as a children’s play area. 
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7.41 Following the qualitative assessment, this study suggests broad quality 
aspirations to maintain and improve the quality of parks and gardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Parks and gardens: desirable features 
• Easy to find; 
• Clean and well maintained; 
• Safe and secure; 
• Adequate facilities e.g. bins, toilets and dog 

bins; 
• Information available about the site; 
• Achieve green flag status; 
• Availability of additional facilities e.g. lake, 

equipped play areas. 
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8. Conclusions by types of open space 
 
Allotments 
 
8.1 There are currently 44 allotments within the Borough with a total area of 

13 hectares (ha).   Most sites are managed by Welwyn Hatfield Borough 
Council, but 3 sites are run by Parish Councils and 2 sites are managed 
by Longcroft Allotment Association. 

 
Quantity and accessibility 
 
8.2 As outlined in Chapter 5 the recommended local quantitative standard is 

0.13ha of allotments per 1000 population. As a whole the borough meets 
this standard, suggesting current provision is sufficient. However, taking 
account of proposed population increases, there will be an under-
provision by 2021 if no more allotments are developed.   

 
8.3 There is uneven distribution of allotments across the borough. Whilst 

many of the wards within Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield have over 
0.13ha of allotments per 1000 people, Welwyn North, Northaw and 
Brookmans Park have no provision. This spatial pattern is further 
reflected in the number of people who have access to an allotment within 
1 km of their home.  Figure 14 illustrates that most residential areas meet 
this threshold, but accessibility is restricted in the south of the borough. 
Residents of Cuffley, Northaw, Brookmans Park and Little Heath have no 
access to allotments within a 1km walk of their homes.   As such, there 
are particular quantity and accessibility deficiencies in the ‘southern 
villages' area. Northeast Welwyn Garden City, northeast and northwest 
Hatfield and Welwyn North ward also have deficiencies. For example, 
residents from Oaklands and Mardley Heath do not have good access to 
an allotment.  
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Figure 14: Distribution of allotments and recommended distance thresholds 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
   
 
 

 
   

  Allotment sites 

 Distance thresholds 
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Quality 
 
8.4 The lower demand in Hatfield can partly be attributed to the site quality 

because the allotments with particularly high numbers of vacant plots are 
either poorly maintained or have problems with access. For example, the 
site with the highest vacancy rate, Haseldine Meadows, is classified as 
very poor quality. However, the quality of the site clearly isn’t the only 
influence on demand as many of the poor quality sites have waiting lists. 
Only 14% of allotments in the borough are poor or very poor quality, 
generally most allotments are of average quality.  Twenty seven percent 
of sites are good or very good quality, with Digswell Nursery Allotment 
Gardens receiving the highest score for its provision of facilities (e.g. 
kitchen, toilets) and high level of maintenance.  The high quality of the 
allotment has influenced demand as the site has the largest waiting list.   
In general, to ensure all allotments are of average quality or above, 
improvements need to be made to access, maintenance and the 
provision of basic facilities (bin, water). 

 
Natural Green Space 
 
8.5 There are 24 areas of natural and semi-natural green space in Welwyn 

Hatfield, equating to 629 ha or 6.29 ha per thousand population. The 
natural spaces include a European designated Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC), 5 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), 9 
Local Nature Reserves and other locally important areas for the 
protection and enhancement of wildlife and habitats. 

 
Quantity and accessibility  
 
8.6 Only publicly accessible areas of natural and semi-natural green space 

have been included in this assessment, because private areas offer no 
leisure or recreational value to local residents. Therefore, most of the 
sites are owned and managed by public bodies, such as Welwyn Hatfield 
Borough Council (e.g. Sherrardspark Wood), Hertfordshire County 
Council (e.g. Tollgate New Woodland) Parish Councils (e.g. Home 
Wood, Cuffley Parish Council), Herts & Middlesex Wildlife Trust (e.g. 
Lemsford Springs) and The Woodland Trust (Gobions Woods). Sites with 
public rights of way cutting across them have also been included. Private 
Sites with informal public access (i.e. not agreed formally through 
schemes such at the Forestry Commission’s Walkers Welcome 
agreement) have been excluded because the landowner can withdraw 
permission at any time.     

 
8.7 There is a considerable amount of natural and semi-natural green space 

in the borough, with 6.29 hectares per 1000 population. At over 100 
hectares, Northaw Great Wood is the largest site in the borough.  As 
such Northaw ward has exceptionally high provision of natural green 
space. Other large sites in the borough include Mardley Heath and 
Sherrardspark wood. The remaining natural green spaces are distributed 
fairly evenly across the borough, with the larger areas concentrated in 
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the northern and southern areas of the borough. There are 5 sites 
smaller than 15 hectares in Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield  (excluding 
Sherrardspark Wood), but not surprisingly most areas of natural green 
space are in the rural areas of the borough. Indeed all the wards below 
the quantitative provision standard are urban.    

 
8.8 Figure 15 shows that although Welwyn Hatfield does not have a 500ha 

site, the distribution of the smaller sites means that based on the 
recommended local standards, most residents in the borough have 
access to natural/semi-natural green space (see figure 15). Residents 
may be required to drive or use public transport to access the more 
strategic sites, particularly in the case of Wormley- Hoddesdon Park 
Woods because the railway line makes access from Welwyn Hatfield 
difficult.  

 
8.9 However, the public consultation indicates that many people (50%) prefer 

to walk to areas of open space, so local provision is important. The 
distribution of the smaller areas of natural green space mean that 
Cuffley, Northaw, east and north west Welwyn Garden City and east and 
west Hatfield have good local access.  However, central Welwyn Garden 
City, northern and central Hatfield, Welham Green, Brookmans Park and 
Little Heath are all further than 1km from an area of natural green space.  
However, the impact in Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield is alleviated by 
the extensive number of amenity green spaces, which often provide 
opportunities for biodiversity and recreation. Equally, residents of 
Brookmans Park and Little Heath have good access to Gobions Wood, 
which is categorised as a park but shares many of the natural qualities 
and features of natural green space.    
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Figure 15: Distribution of natural green spaces and recommended distance thresholds 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Natural and semi-natural green space sites 

    Distance thresholds 
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Quality 
 
8.10 The quality of the natural green space was not formally assessed.  

However, the consultation revealed that people were happy with the 
management and maintenance of the borough’s green space.  Although, 
a number of people did highlight the need for more paths as the areas 
can get muddy.  

 
Parks and gardens 
 
8.11 There are 11 parks and gardens in Welwyn Hatfield, accounting for an 

area of 1,404 hectares, which equates to 14.4 ha for every 1000 people. 
Parks and gardens have an important role within the borough, providing 
passive and active recreation opportunities for Welwyn Hatfield residents 
and visitors from outside the borough. The parks and gardens range in 
size, from the historic park Ayot Place (20ha) to Hatfield House park, 
which covers nearly 600 ha. Stanborough Park is an important urban 
park in the Borough, providing formal and informal recreation 
opportunities, including a boating lake.  The public consultation identified 
Stanborough Park as an area of open space that people would visit more 
frequently than their local facilities, so the site clearly has borough wide 
significance.  In most of the parks and gardens access is limited to the 
rights of way, but the 3 parks owned by public bodies have free public 
access. Hatfield House Park is free for Hatfield residents but there is an 
entry fee for other people. 

  
Quantity and accessibility  
 
8.12 The high provision in Welwyn Hatfield is primarily due to the three large 

parks/gardens of Brockett Hall, Hatfield House Park and North Mymms 
Park.  Therefore, there are 5 wards with provision significantly above the 
recommended local quantitative standards. However, even without these 
large areas of open space there are 4.0 ha of parks and gardens for 
every 1000 people.   

  
8.13 Figure 16 shows that the parks and gardens are spread across the 

Borough, but there are several areas where people cannot access a park 
or garden within 1km. Notably, most of Hatfield (except the northeast of 
the town where a bridge crosses the railway) and Welham Green have a 
poor accessibility threshold, partly because the railway restricts access to 
Hatfield House.  Equally, there is an accessibility deficit in Welwyn North 
and in the south east of the borough, where residents of Northaw, Cuffley 
and Newgate Street do not have access to a park or garden.  In Welwyn 
Garden City, residents in many of the wards are further than 1 km from 
Stanborough Park.  However, the results from the consultation reveal 
that people are willing to travel further to Stanborough Park because of it 
range of facilities.  Therefore, the park is a resource for the whole town 
and indeed for the wider Borough. In addition, in the south and west of 
the town there are two strategic outdoor sports facilities (King George V 
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Recreation Ground and Moneyhole Lane Playing Fields) which also 
provide opportunities for informal recreation and community events.  
Therefore, in reality access to a park or garden is not a problem in 
Welwyn Garden City.   

 
8.14 On the basis of these results it is important that the provision of parks 

and gardens is not reduced.  Where possible, barriers to access should 
be addressed, so that more people can reach a park within 1 km. 

 
Quality 
 
8.15 With the exception of three parks that were inaccessible to the surveyor, 

the parks and gardens were assessed on the basis of maintenance and 
the provision of facilities (e.g. toilets and children’s play area).  The 
standard in the borough is high as all were classified as good or very 
good, with Brocket Hall and Stanborough Park receiving the highest 
scores. Stanborough Park is the only park in the Borough with a Green 
Flag award for quality.   

 
8.16 The quality of some of the parks was reduced by the failure to provide 

toilets and dogs bins.  
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Figure 16: Distribution of Parks and Gardens and recommended distance thresholds 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Park or Garden 

  Distance threshold 
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Provision for children and/or teenagers 
 
8.17 The study identifies 67 sites which provide formal play provision for 

children and young people in the borough. This amounts to a total area 
of 5.68 hectares, which equates to 0.06 hectares per thousand 
population. Within this total provision, there are 0.04 hectares of LAPs 
and LEAPs per 1000 population and the 9 NEAPs account for 0.02 
hectares per1000 population.  

 
Quantity and accessibility  
 
8.18 The provision for children and teenagers varies across the borough, but 

most of the wards are significantly below the recommended quantitative 
standard. Table 8 illustrates that Hollybush is the only ward which meets 
the per 1000 population standard, primarily due to the size of King 
George V Playing Fields. Hatfield South and Welham Green also have a 
relatively high level of formal play provision.  Sherrards, Peartree, 
Howlands and Hatfield West wards have the lowest (under 0.03ha) 
provision.                                                                    

 
8.19 The provision of NEAPs for older children and teenagers is more 

spatially concentrated than LAPs and LEAPs.  Only 8 wards have a 
NEAP, so the remaining 9 wards (including Peartree, Howlands and 
Hatfield West) have no provision for older children and teenagers.  

 
8.20 However, when the recommended accessibility standards are applied, 

Figure 17 shows that most residents have access to a local playground.  
But, there are a number of neighbourhoods without any play areas: 
• North Cuffley 
• Oaklands and Mardley Heath 
• North Digswell 
• North Welwyn 
• Central and eastern Welwyn Garden City 
• Western and central Hatfield 
• Old Hatfield and The Ryde 
• East and West Brookmans Park  

 
8.21 The areas of deficiency appear to be spread across the borough, not 

concentrated in one ward. However, there are a number of key trends. 
The LAPs are concentrated in Hatfield and Welwyn Garden City and 
these towns also have 5 smaller play areas (below 100m2) within 
housing estates. This suggests that the other settlements in the borough 
have a shortage of play areas for young children.  However, in practice 
LEAPs, which are distributed far more evenly across the borough, often 
include some equipment that is suitable for younger children.  

 
8.22 A key concern is the current provision for older children and teenagers.  

There are only 9 NEAPs in the borough and 3 of these are concentrated 
in southern Welwyn Garden City, so many residents across the borough 
do not have access to facilities suitable for young people (see figure 17). 
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The teenage shelter at Welwyn Playing Fields is categorised as a 
NEAP19, but generally most of the NEAPs include a range of facilities 
(e.g. play equipment, basketball hoop and a kick about area).  King 
George V Park in Welwyn Garden City has the largest range of 
equipment and includes the only skate park and freely accessible multi-
use games area. Notably, there is a lack of teenage facilities in Hatfield. 
The town’s two NEAPs have MUGA’s but these are pay and play and 
used by local sports teams, so are not freely accessible to teenagers. 
The consultation responses revealed a strong demand for more provision 
for teenagers.   

 
Quality 
 
8.23 The majority of sites in the Borough (67%) are classified as average, 

good or very good. The best sites scored high in terms of safety, variety 
of equipment and maintenance. Unfortunately, 24% of sites were 
deemed poor or very poor because of a poor range of play, a lack of 
safety, age of equipment and/or vandalism.   Problems with quality 
appears to be spatially concentrated: all of the 16 poor/very poor sites 
are within the ‘Northern Villages’ wards, Howlands, Panshanger, 
Peartree, Haldens, Hatfield South and Hatfield East. The poor quality can 
be attributed to a number of factors, but the age of equipment is a 
particular problem.  Some sites have had no new equipment in the last 
10 years. Quality could be improved by increasing the range and quality 
of equipment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
19 Please note that the two equipped play areas on Welwyn Playing Fields are categorised as 
LEAPs. 
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Figure 17: Distribution of provision for children and/or teenagers and recommended distance 
thresholds 
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Amenity Green Space 
 
8.24 The ‘You and Your Open Space Consultation’ suggests that whilst 

people do not use amenity green spaces as frequently as some other 
types of open space, it is still used by the local population.  Amenity 
green spaces have a local role, providing informal recreational 
opportunities and providing visual amenity. In Welwyn Hatfield there are 
172 amenity green spaces across the borough, covering 132.77ha. 

 
Quantity and accessibility 

 
8.25 Welwyn Hatfield has a relatively high provision of amenity green space, 

with 1.36ha of amenity green space per thousand population.  This trend 
reflects the concentration of amenity green space in Welwyn Garden City 
and Hatfield. The seven wards in the borough that currently have 
provision above the recommended standard (1.36ha) and these are all 
within the two main settlements. This concentration reflects the New 
Town Neighbourhood design of the two main settlements in the borough.  
The northern and southern village areas have lower provision of amenity 
green space. 

 
8.26 Figure 18 illustrates that most residents in Welwyn Garden City and 

Hatfield are within 400m of an amenity green space.  To some extent the 
pattern of amenity green space in Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield 
suggests that in areas where there are multiple sites within an 
accessibility catchment, there could be potential to re-designate sites to 
different open space uses.  However, amenity green spaces are central 
to the character of these two towns and it is important that this is not 
compromised.  

 
8.27 Elsewhere in the borough, distribution is uneven.  The Northern Villages 

area and the Southern Villages area have significant accessibility 
deficits. Residents in Woolmer Green, Oaklands and Mardley Heath, 
south Cuffley, west Brookmans Park and west Little Heath do not have 
access to an amenity green space within 400m. 

 
Quality 
 
8.28 The quality of amenity green spaces was not formally assessed, but 

general observations about the site were noted.  The quality of amenity 
green spaces varied, but most were well maintained. However, litter was 
a recurring problem on the sites across the borough.  
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Figure 18: Distribution of Amenity Green Space and recommended distance thresholds 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Amenity green space 

      Distance thresholds 



 

 86

Outdoor Sport Facilities 
 
8.29 There are 82 outdoor sports facilities in the borough, which provide 

opportunities for a range of sports including football, hockey, netball, 
tennis, cricket, lacrosse, rugby and bowls.  This amounts to a total of 207 
hectares, but increases to 665 ha if the 8 golf courses are included.    

 
Quantity and accessibility 
 
8.30 As a whole the borough has a provision of 2.12 ha for every 1000 people 

(excluding golf courses), which significantly exceeds the Field’s In Trust 
standard of 1.6-1.8 per 1000. However, if private facilities are excluded, 
the provision (1.34 per 1000 population) of community facilities (free 
access, pay and play and private hire) is lower than the recommended 
local standard. A key reason for the deficiency is that nearly 90% of 
school sports facilities are private so are not accessible to the public.  

 
8.31 There are only 6 wards (Hatfield South, Hatfield West, Howlands, 

Peartree, Haldens and Welwyn North) deficient in outdoor sport facilities 
and even in those wards most people have access to a facility within 1km 
(see figure 19). There are no community facilities in Hatfield South, 
Howlands and Peartree. Despite these quantitative deficiencies most 
residents can also walk to a community outdoor sports facility within 15 
minutes. However, there are a number of areas where this is not the 
case: north Cuffley, areas of northern Hatfield, Peartree and Haldens 
wards in Welwyn Garden City, Brookmans Park, Oaklands and Mardley 
Heath and western Little Heath.  One way of addressing these deficits 
would be to encourage more schools to enter into dual-use agreements 
for community use of their facilities. 

 
8.32 In terms of playing pitch provision, the results of the Sport England 

Playing Pitch Model show that generally current provision is good. 
However, there is a small shortage of hockey, cricket and junior rugby 
pitches. By 2021 without additional development there will be pitch 
shortages in all sports. The consultation for the audit revealed that 40% 
of people are satisfied with the current provision of playing pitches but 
30% think there is a shortage of facilities. Over half of respondents think 
there will be a lack of playing fields in the future.   
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Figure 19: Distribution of Outdoor Sports Facilities and recommended distance thresholds 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
   

    Outdoor sports facilities             Pay and Play 

      Free Public access                         Private Hire 
      Registered member use   Private use only 
      Not Classified 
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Quality 
 
8.33 The majority of the outdoor sport facilities surveyed were of average 

quality or above and only 3% of facilities were classified as poor quality. 
Two sites, King George V Playing Fields in Welwyn Garden City and Roe 
Hill Playing Fields in Hatfield were classified as very good. They both had 
good access, a range of facilities (pavilion, good lighting), well 
maintained grass cover and a number of pitches. Quality clearly depends 
on achieving accessible, well maintained outdoor sports facilities, with a 
good range of basic amenities. The open space assessment consultation 
and the Welwyn Hatfield Sport and Physical Activity Club Audit revealed 
that people seemed broadly happy with facility standards, although 
number of people criticised the cost of hiring and using some venues.   

 
Green Corridors 
 
8.34 Green corridors provide important environmental and recreational 

linkages throughout the borough. As they are primarily ‘movement’ 
corridors for people and wildlife it is not appropriate to analyse provision 
against quantitative and accessibility standards.  Some corridors are 
located within urban areas, connecting housing, education and 
employment areas and different type of open space. For example, Monks 
Walk links Sherrardspark Wood and Digswell Park.  Other, more 
strategic networks such as the Alban Way connect the built up areas with 
the surrounding countryside. Two large green corridors in the Borough 
follow the floodplains of the River Lea (Lea Valley Walk) and the River 
Mimram.  Green Corridors have a high biodiversity value and provide 
opportunities for people to walk or cycle to work or for leisure purposes.  

 
8.35 Figure 20 illustrates that there are 17 green corridors in the borough, 

which amounts to 200.78 hectares. As outlined in appendix 10 most of 
these areas of open space are public rights of way (e.g. Monks Walk) but 
some are just wildlife corridors (e.g. Knightsfield Verge).  All the corridors 
are within, or link to the main urban areas, with 12 in Welwyn Garden 
City and 5 in Hatfield (one on the edge of the town in Welham Green 
ward).  The green corridors contribute to the character and amenity of 
the new towns and are an essential part of the green infrastructure. 
Therefore it is important that the green corridors are protected and 
enhanced. There is potential to improve the green route network in the 
Borough.  The Rights of Way Improvement Plan prioritises improving the 
quality of existing routes and providing new links and routes.  

 
Quality 
 
8.36 Given the key biodiversity function of green corridors, the study does not 

formally assess their quality as this would not adequately represent their 
local value.  The consultation indicated that residents are happy with the 
green corridors.  However, litter was cited as a common problem. 
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Figure 20: Distribution of green corridors 
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Civic Spaces 
 
8.37 There are 4 civic spaces in the borough, 3 in Hatfield and 1 in Welwyn 

Garden City.  The civic spaces only cover 1.3 ha but offer opportunities 
for passive recreation in the commercial areas of the town. Located in 
the town centres (see figure 21) they have borough wide significance and 
are therefore also used for community events and activities.  Given that 
civic spaces are designed for use by residents across the Borough, 
quantitative and accessibility thresholds were not applied.  
 

8.38 The ‘You and Your Open Space’ consultation in 2007 indicated that they 
are used frequently by residents, with 63% stating that they visit civic 
spaces more than once a month.  People seem generally happy with the 
provision of civic spaces, over 40% said there were enough and only 
12% thought there is an under-provision in the borough. On this basis it 
is recommended that the current level of civic space provision in town 
centres is retained, except in exceptional circumstances where it can be 
demonstrated that loss of the civic space will benefit the current uses in 
the town centre. 

 
Quality 
 
8.39 Two of the civic spaces were classified as average and two were 

classified as good.  All the spaces include a combination of hard and soft 
landscaping and provide basic facilities, such as seating. White Lion 
Square in Hatfield and the area outside the Howard Centre in Welwyn 
Garden City received the highest scores. However, quality was restricted 
by a lack of events in the squares and feelings of enclosure. 
White Lion Square and Market Place in Hatfield will soon be improved as 
part of the town centre redevelopment, which will see both civic spaces 
improved. 
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Figure 21: Distribution of civic spaces 
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Cemeteries 
 
8.40 There are 13 cemeteries and churchyards in the borough with a total 

area of 9.62 hectares. The 2 main sites within the Borough are Hatfield 
Hyde (Welwyn Garden City) and the District Cemetery in Hatfield.  
Provision is currently adequate, but the aging population in the borough 
means demand may increase in the future. Three of the churchyards, 
Ayot St Lawrence, Ayot St Peter and St. Ethereldas have been closed for 
burials.   

 
8.41 The ‘You and Your Open Space’ consultation in 2007 suggests that 

cemeteries and churchyards are the most infrequently visited open 
spaces.  However, cemeteries and churchyards have a valuable amenity 
purpose as they provide important places for passive recreation and 
quiet reflection. But, as their primary function is as a place for burial they 
have not been assessed against quantitative or accessibility standards.  

 
Quality 
 
8.42 All the cemeteries and churchyards in Welwyn Hatfield have been 

classified as average quality or above.  The appearance of all the sites 
scored highly, but quality was damaged by parking and ambient noise 
issues.  The District Cemetery (Southway) in Hatfield received the 
highest score because of the facilities available and the amount of 
information available on the site.  
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Figure 22: Distribution of cemeteries 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Cemeteries and graveyards 



 

 94

 

9. Conclusions by Ward 
 

9.1 To identify particular shortfalls in open space within the borough, this 
chapter explores provision by ward20 (refer to figure 4).  

9.2 There is a mix of urban and rural areas in Welwyn Hatfield, which may 
affect the amount of open space provision. There are 2 main towns and 8 
specified settlements while the rest of the borough is green belt (79%)  

 
Analysis Area 1 - Welwyn North 
 
9.3 Welwyn North ward is located at the northern point of the borough. It is 

predominately rural, with only two small settlements, Woolmer Green and 
Oaklands and Mardley Heath. The A1(M) and the East Coast Mainline 
both run in a north to south direction and the railway line divides the two 
settlements.  However, Mardley Hill Road (B197) crosses the railway and 
allows access between the settlements.  

 
Quantity and accessibility  
 
9.4 The Open Space Provision which is situated in the ward is as follows; 

• 1 Cemetery 

• 2 Provision for Children and/or Teenagers (LEAPs) 

• 2 Natural/Semi-Natural Green Space (1 LNR) 

• 3 Outdoor Sports Facilities (1 is Free Public Access) 
Areas of open space outside the ward and within recommended distance 
thresholds include 1 natural/ semi-natural green space. 

 
9.5 The current provision of open space in Welwyn North is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.00 

Parks 0.00 

Amenity green space 0.00 

Formal play space 0.04 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

17.76 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 0.42 

                                                 
20 Please note these ward boundaries are before 1st May 2008 changes  
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Community facilities – 1.19 

 
9.6 With 8 sites and 4 types of open space, Welwyn North has the lowest 

number, and least variety of open spaces in the borough. There are 2 
large natural/semi-natural green spaces in the ward, which are 
accessible to all residents.   

9.7 There are no allotments, amenity green spaces, civic spaces, green 
corridors and parks and gardens. Oakland and Mardley Heath 
particularly lacks access to open space as there are also no community 
outdoor sports facilities or equipped play areas.  The settlement only has 
Mardley Heath Local Nature Reserve and private outdoor sports facilities 
at the school. Woolmer Green has a better coverage, with a free 
community outdoor sports facility, two LEAPs and a cemetery.  
Residents in north Oaklands and Mardley Heath are within the distance 
threshold (1km) for Woolmer Green Playing Fields, but not within the 
distance threshold for the LEAPs. 

Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Cemetery  Average 

2 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 2 Very Poor 

1 Outdoor Sports Facility (in community use) Average 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 2 Average 

 
9.8 The quality of the open spaces in Welwyn North is not particularly high 

as the two equipped play areas are very poor quality. The cemetery and 
outdoor sports facilities are of average quality, but none of the sites are 
designated as good quality. 

 
Analysis Area 2 - Welwyn South 
 
9.9 This analysis area lies south of Welwyn North. The land in this ward to 

the west is classed as mainly rural, while the east is predominately 
urban. There are 2 specified settlements in the area (Welwyn and 
Digswell as well as 3 smaller settlements (Ayot St. Peter, Ayot St. 
Lawrence and Ayot Green).  

 
9.10 Welwyn South has four constraints; the A1(M), the East Coast Mainline, 

the River Mimram and A1000. The East Coast Mainline cuts through 
Digswell and with the exception of the station footbridge it provides a 
barrier in the south of the town. The A1(M) and A1000 runs parallel to the 
eastern side of Welwyn, but bridging points mean that residents are able 
to access open spaces in Digswell. Equally, crossing points over the river 
Mimram in Welwyn means that access to facilities is not affected. A 
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bridge across the A1 (M) at Ayot Green also means that residents can 
access some open space within Welwyn Garden City.   

 
 
Quantity and accessibility  
9.11 The Open Space Provision in the analysis area is as follows; 

 

• 1 Allotment 

• 12 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 3 Cemeteries 
• 4 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (3 LEAP and 1 NEAP). 
• 4 Natural/Semi-Natural Green Space 
• 6 Outdoor Sports Facilities (2 are in community use) + 1 Golf Course  
• 4 Parks and/or Gardens 
• 1 Green Corridor 

 
9.12 Areas of open space outside the ward and within recommended distance 

thresholds include 1 natural / semi-natural green space, 4 allotments, 1 
amenity green space, 1 LEAP, 3 outdoor sports facilities and 2 parks 
and/or gardens. 

 
9.13 The current provision of open space in Welwyn South is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.23 

Parks 29.50 

Amenity green space 0.82 

Formal play provision 0.11 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

7.85  

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 1.83 
Community facilities – 1.10 

 
 
9.14 With the exception of civic spaces, Welwyn South has all types of open 

space. There are 35 sites in the ward and good provision of allotments, 
outdoor sports facilities, parks and gardens and natural and semi-natural 
green space (including local nature reserves). All residents in the ward 
have access to an area of natural/semi-natural green space, and most 
can access a park or garden.  Three parks and/or gardens provide 
provision for the western part of the ward and Tewin Water provides 
access for the east of the ward. Access to all these sites is limited to 
public rights of way. Sherrardspark Wood in Sherrards ward can be 
accessed via a bridge over the A1 (M) at Ayot Green.  
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9.15 Not surprisingly most of the open space sites are within the two larger 

settlements in the ward. As such residents of Welwyn and Digswell can 
also access a free community outdoor sports facility and an amenity 
green space.  Residents in north Welwyn and south Digswell are further 
than 1 km from an allotment. 

 
9.16 The 4 equipped play areas in the ward are located within the two main 

settlements, but residents to the north of both Welwyn and Digswell are 
outside the recommended distance thresholds for LEAPs. The only 
provision for older children is a teenage shelter on Welwyn Playing 
Fields.  

 
           9.17 There are three cemeteries which can be used for passive recreation, 

however two of these are closed to further burials and are part of 
heritage conservation sites. Ayot St. Lawrence cemetery is part of the 
Shaw’s Corner National Trust site and Ayot St. Peter cemetery is difficult 
to access. The Fulling Mill Lane cemetery is on the edge of Welwyn and 
offers good opportunity for passive recreation on the edge of the green 
belt.  

 
Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Allotments Good 

3 Cemeteries 3 Average 

3 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 2 Good, 
1 Poor 

1 NEAP Not classified 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 2 Good,  
2 Not 
Classified 

4 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 4 Average,  
3 Not 
classified 

4 Parks and/or Gardens (limited to public rights of 
way) 

3 Good,  
1 Not 
classified 

 
9.18 The quality of the open space sites is fairly high, with 36% of sites 

classified as good and only 1 site identified as poor quality. There are a 
high number of unclassified sites due to problems with access for the 
surveyor. However, the poor quality LEAP is in close proximity to a good 
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quality LEAP, so local residents have a choice of facilities.  All the 
cemeteries and outdoor sports facilities were classified as average. 

 
 
Analysis Area 3 – Sherrards 
 
9.19 Sherrards is one of 7 wards in Welwyn Garden City. Located to the                     

north west of the town centre it is an urban area and largely residential. 
The railway line runs along on the eastern boundary of the ward, but 
Knightsfield Road provides a crossing to Haldens ward. 

 
Quantity and accessibility 

  
     9.20 The open space provision in the analysis area is as follows; 

• 6 Allotments 

• 18 Amenity Green Spaces 

• 2 Provision for Children and Teenagers (LEAPs) 

• 7 Green Corridors 

• 1 Natural/ Semi-Natural Green Space (SSSI/LNR) 

• 7 Outdoor Sports Facilities (2 in Community use) 
            9.21    The current level of open space provision in Sherrards is shown below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.08 

Parks 0.00 

Amenity green space 2.82 

Formal play provision 0.02 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

15.67  

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 3.12 
Community facilities – 2.60 

 
9.22 Within the distance thresholds, outside the ward boundaries, there are 

also 2 allotments, 3 amenity green spaces and an outdoor sports facility.  
 

           9.23 The ward has a good provision of open space, with 6 different types and 
41 sites. Natural green spaces, amenity green space, and outdoor sports 
facilities account for most of the open space provision. Sherrardspark 
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Wood covers over 30% of the ward. As a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest and a Local Nature Reserve, just under 100 hectares, it has 
borough-wide significance. There are a number of green corridors in this 
area, which offer potential wildlife corridors within the urban area for a 
range of wildlife. They are evenly spread throughout the analysis area 
and can be used for passive or informal active recreation.   

         
9.24 All residents in Sherrards have access to an allotment, natural green 

space, amenity green space and an outdoor sports facility. All allotments 
within this area are owned and managed by Welwyn Hatfield Borough 
Council. The amenity green space in the area is quite evenly spread, 
with 18 sites offering opportunities for passive and active recreation. 
There are several large areas of amenity green space (e.g. Knightsfield 
Public Open Space) and these include other facilities for public use such 
as equipped play areas. The six outdoor sports facilities significantly 
exceed the recommended local standard of 2.12 ha per 1000 population.  
A large proportion of these facilities are accessible to the community, 
partly because there is a dual use agreement for the use of pitches and 
courts at Monks Walk School. 

 
9.25 The large number of accessible amenity green spaces provide 

opportunities for informal play.  However, the lack of equipped play areas 
for children and teenagers is a key deficiency in the ward. The two 
LEAPs are located to the north of the ward so many residential areas are 
outside the recommended distance threshold. These sites have 
equipment suitable for younger children, but nothing suitable for older 
children and teenagers.  

 
         9.26    There are no cemeteries, civic spaces or parks and gardens within the 

ward. 
           Quality 
  

Type of open space Quality 
Allotments 1 Good 

4 Average 
1 Poor 

2 Provisions for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 1 Good, 
1 Average 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 1 Good 
1 Average 
3 Not Classified 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (community use) 2 Not Classified 
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           9.27   Sherrards has a good number of high quality open spaces. Over 30% of 

the assessed sites are categorised as good and only 1 site (allotment) 
was classified as poor due to problems with access. 

 
Analysis Area 4 - Haldens 

          
  9.28  Haldens is one of 7 Welwyn Garden City wards, located in the urban area 

to the north east of the town centre.  It is mainly residential although 
there is some employment land to the west of the ward. The railway line 
passes along the western boundary of the ward and the A1000 acts as 
an access barrier to the north and south west of the ward.  

  
 Quantity and accessibility 
 
  9.29 The Open Space Provision in the analysis area is as follows;  

• 4 Allotments 
• 8 Amenity Green Spaces  
• 7 Provision for Children and/or Teenagers (5 LEAPs, 2 

LAPs) 
• 2 Green Corridors 
• 3 Outdoor Sports Facilities + 1 Golf Course (1 community 

facility) 
• 1 Park and/or Garden 
• 1 Natural/Semi-natural Greenspace  

 
9.30 The other provision outside the ward, which falls within distance 

thresholds includes 1 allotment, 1 natural/semi-natural greenspace, 5 
amenity green spaces, 2 outdoor sports facilities and 1 park and/or 
garden. 

 
9.31 The current level of open space provision in Haldens is shown below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.06 

Parks 2.18 

Amenity green space 0.49 

Formal play provision 0.06 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

0.91 
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Outdoor Sports facilities All – 0.58 
Community facilities - 0.14 

 
9.32 Haldens has 26 sites and 7 types of open space. Only civic spaces and 

cemeteries are absent in this analysis area. Black Fan Valley Park is a 
large area of open of space in the ward, which offers a break between 
the industrial and residential areas. However, excluding this park and 
Panshanger golf course, the open space sites are small.  As such there 
is a deficiency in the quantity of all of the assessed typologies of open 
space.  

          9.33   As there are a range of smaller sites accessibility to open space is 
generally good. Residents across the ward have good access to the 2 
parks and the allotments, with the exception of an area to the south east 
of the ward. All residents are within 2 km of areas of natural green space 
(Sherrardspark Wood and/or Haldens Park) ward. Equally, amenity 
green space is accessible in most areas of the ward.  Where access to 
amenity green space is limited in small areas to the north east and the 
south west of the ward, the deficiencies in these areas is compensated 
by the proximity of Haldens Park and Black Fan Valley Park and Tewin 
Water (in Welwyn South). The two green corridors have important 
biodiversity value but are very different from each other.  One is located 
in the centre of an industrial area and comprises of a range of trees and 
low level scrubland and the other is a grassed area with some natural 
growth separating a residential development from the railway line. 

          9.34 The key deficiencies in Haldens are community outdoor sports facilities 
and provision for children and/or teenagers.  Although there are 7 play 
areas, there is limited access to these to the centre of the ward. Equally 
there is no provision for children over 8 years old. The nearest area for 
older children is at Moneyhole Lane Playing Fields, over 1km away. The 
provision of community outdoor sports facilities (including playing 
pitches) is very low. Welwyn Garden City Football and Social Club is the 
only facility available for hire, providing access to a senior football pitch 
and a training area. There are no free facilities available, the other 
pitches in the ward are for school use only. However, with the exception 
of a small residential area to the north east of the ward contained by the 
A1000 and the railway, most residents in the ward can access a 
community sports facility just outside the ward.  

 
Quality 
 
 

Type of open space Quality 
4 Allotments 1 Good 

3 Average 

5 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 3 Good 
1 Average 
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1 Poor21 

2 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LAPs) 1 Very Good 
1 Very Poor 

1 Outdoor Sports Facilities (community) Good 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 1 Good 
1 Average 
 

1 Park and/or Garden  Good 
 
9.35 With the exception of the poor quality LAP, North Way (score reduced by 

the limited range of play facilities), the quality of open space in the area 
is very good as nearly 50% of sites were good or very good.  

 
 

Analysis Area 5 – Handside 
 

9.36 The analysis area contains Welwyn Garden City Town Centre and 
therefore includes the town’s only civic space outside the Howard 
Centre. The area is classed as urban and has a mix of residential, 
commercial and light industrial uses. There are some large green spaces 
with Stanborough Park (south west) and Digswell Nursery Allotments. 
This area also contains a large number of amenity green spaces which 
are central to the character and design of the Garden City.  

   
Quantity and accessibility 

 
9.37 The open space provision in the area is as follows; 

• 7 Allotments 

• 16 Amenity Green Spaces 

• 1 Civic Space 

• 3 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (1 NEAP 
and 2 LEAPs) 

• 8 Outdoor Sports Facilities + 1 Golf Course (4 are 
community facilities) 

• 15 ha of an area of Natural/Semi-Natural Green space.  
 

                                                 
21 Since this survey the site has been refurbished and additional equipment has 
been installed. 
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9.38 Other provision outside the ward which falls within the distance 
thresholds includes 4 amenity green spaces, 1 area of natural/semi-
natural green space, 1 allotment, 1 outdoor sports facility and a park 
and/or garden. 

9.39  The current level of open space in Handside is shown below: 
 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.56 

Parks 1.68 

Amenity green space 2.66 

Formal play provision 0.07 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

2.39 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 3.25 
Community facilities – 2.59 

 
 
9.40 This ward has 7 types of open space which make up 36 sites. Handside 

does not have any cemeteries or green corridors. Amenity green space 
is particularly prevalent in this ward both in the residential areas and the 
town centre (e.g. Parkway). Stanborough Park is the town’s main urban 
park and is the only park in the borough which has a Green Flag award 
for quality.  Managed by Finesse Leisure on behalf of the council it 
contains landscaped areas, a boating lake and a children’s play area. A 
small section of Sherrardspark Wood is in the north west of the analysis 
area.  

9.41 In terms of accessibility, residents can access all types of space within 
the recommended distance thresholds, apart from parks, provision for 
children and/or teenagers and community outdoor sports facilities. 
However, the three play areas are quite well distributed across the ward 
and unlike in many areas, Stanborough Park provides activities (e.g. a 
basketball area) suitable for older children and teenagers. There are a 
number of outdoor sports facilities, but no freely accessible sites to the 
north of the ward. 

9.42 There are no cemeteries or green corridors in this analysis area. 
However, there is a green corridor on the northern boundary with 
Sherrards. 
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Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
6 Allotments 1 Very Good 

2 Average 
1 Poor 
2 Not Classified 

1 Civic Space Good  

2 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (LEAPs) 1 Good 
1 Average 

1 Provision for Children and/or Teenagers (NEAP) Very Good 

4 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 
 

1 Good, 
2 Average, 
1 Not Classified 

4 Outdoor Sports Facilities (Private) 1 Good  
2 Average 
1 Not Classified 

1 Park and/or Garden (FPA) Very Good 

  
 9.43 The quality of the sites is generally high, with over 50% achieving a good 

or very good score.  The only poor quality site, an allotment,  has 
problems with access. 

 
Analysis Area 6 – Peartree 
 
9.44 This analysis area lies to the east of Welwyn Garden City town centre 

and contains a mix of residential and industrial areas. The site towards 
the centre of the analysis area, Broadwater Road West, is covered by a 
supplementary planning document, adopted in December 2008.  Access 
to open space in this area is currently restricted by the railway and 
A1000, which border the site. There are some large green spaces in the 
ward.  Broadwater Road Allotments and two school playing fields are 
noticeably large sites.  

Quantity and accessibility 
9.45 The open space provision in the area is as follows; 

• 1 Allotment 

• 10 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 3 Provision for children and teenagers (1 LEAP and 2 

LAPs) 



 

 105

• 1 Green Corridor 
• 2 outdoor sports facilities (private) 
 

9.46 Other provision outside the ward, which falls within recommended 
distance thresholds includes; 2 allotments, 8 amenity green spaces, a 
NEAP, 4 outdoor sports facilities, 1 area of natural/semi-natural green 
space and 1 park and/or garden. 

 
9.47 The current provision of open space in Peartree is set out below: 
  
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.13 

Parks 0.00 

Amenity green space 0.35 

Formal play provision 0.02 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

0.00 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 0.37 
Community facilities – 0.00 

 
9.48 Although there are 6 different types of open space in Peartree across 17 

sites, provision in the ward is poor compared to other areas of the 
Borough.  With the exception of allotments the provision of open space is 
below the recommended standards. Children’s play provision is a 
particular issue because the only larger play area (LEAP) is classified as 
poor quality, mainly because the range of equipment is limited. However, 
King George V Playing Fields in Hollybush is within 1 km so older 
children (particularly in the south of the ward) can access play facilities 
within the recommended accessibility threshold.  King George V also 
provides free access to community outdoor sports facilities. Indeed, 
throughout the ward most residents can access a community outdoor 
sports facility located outside the ward. 

           9.49 There is one green corridor in the area which runs to the rear of an 
industrial area and ends in a small opening to the rear of a residential 
development. This offers a break in the built form as well as a potential 
wildlife corridor in an urban area. 

9.50 There are no civic spaces, cemeteries, natural green spaces, or parks 
and gardens in the analysis area. However, residents to the north of the 
ward are within walking distance of Blackfan Valley Park. Equally, 
residents to the west of the ward are within 2km of Sherrardspark Wood. 
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Quality 
 

 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Allotment 1 Very Good 

 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAP) Poor 

2 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LAPs) 1 Good, 
1 Average 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 2 Average 

1 Park and/or Garden (FPA) Good  
 
9.51 Generally the quality of sites in the ward is relatively high, with nearly half 

scoring good or very good. 
 
Analysis Area 7 – Panshanger 
 
9.52 This area lies to the west of the town centre.  It is mainly residential and 

adjoins the Green Belt in East Hertfordshire to the west. There are a 
number of large open spaces including Moneyhole Lane playing fields 
and allotment gardens and Rolls Wood.  

 
Quantity and accessibility 
 
9.53 The open space provision in the area is as follows; 

• 1 Allotment 

• 6 Amenity Green Spaces 

• 7 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers 
(including 1 NEAP, 1 LEAP and 4 LAPs) 

• 1 Green Corridor 

• 1 Natural/Semi-Natural Green Space 

• 4 Outdoor Sports Facilities (2 community) 
 
9.54 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 7 amenity green spaces, 1 provision for children 
and/or teenagers (LEAP), 2 outdoor sports facilities and 2 parks and/or 
gardens. 

 
9.55 The current provision of open space in Panshanger is set out below: 
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Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.16 

Parks 0.00 

Amenity green space 0.28 

Formal play provision 0.05 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

1.06 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 3.19 
Community facilities – 2.78 

 
 
9.56 In Panshanger there are 7 types of open space across 20 sites. A 

number of larger sites mean there is good provision of allotments and 
community outdoor sports facilities.  In quantitative terms there is a 
shortfall of amenity green space.  However, because there are 14 small 
areas of amenity green space, these are spread out across the ward, so 
most residents can access them easily. There is a large residential area 
towards the centre of the analysis area, next to Panshanger Aerodrome, 
which has no amenity green space. Some additional provision is 
provided by Howlands.   

 
9.57 Although the provision of play areas is below the recommended local 

standard, Moneyhole Lane Playing Fields (NEAP) includes equipment for 
younger children, so there is access to a good range of facilities for 
children of all ages. Only, a small area to the north of the borough is 
within a kilometre of Black Fan Valley Park and Tewin Water.  Equally, 
most of the ward is outside the recommended distance thresholds for 
natural/semi-natural green space. 

 
Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Allotment  Very Good 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (NEAP) 1 Average22 

5 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LAPs) 1 Good 
1 Average21 

                                                 
22 Since this survey the site has been refurbished and in 2008 additional 
equipment was installed. 
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1 Poor21 
2 Very Poor 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (not large 
enough to be a LAP) 

Average  

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (community use) 2 Good  

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 2 Average 

 
9.58 The quality of sites is mixed in Panshanger. Over 65% of the sites are of 

above average quality and Moneyhole Lane Allotment is classified as 
very good quality. It is the Council’s largest allotment site and has a 
number of plots and good facilities. However, 3 of the LAPs were seen 
as poor or very poor quality because they lack on site information and 
have a limited range of equipment. One of these (Baldwins) has 
subsequently been improved, with new equipment).  

  
Analysis Area 8 – Hollybush 
 
9.59 This area lies to the south east of the town centre and comprises of 

mainly residential development. There are some large areas of open 
space including King George V Playing Fields, Chequers, Woodhall 
Open Space and Hatfield Hyde Cemetery. The open space provision in 
the area is as follows; 

• 2 Allotments 

• 13 Amenity Green Spaces 

• 1 Cemetery 

• 3 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (2 
NEAPs and 1 LEAP) 

• 4 Outdoor Sports Facilities (2 in community use) 
 
9.60 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 2 allotments, 7 amenity green spaces and 4 outdoor 
sports facilities. 

 
9.61 The current provision of open space in Hollybush is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.04 

Parks 0.00 

Amenity green space 2.68 
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Formal play provision 0.20 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

0.00  

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 3.38 
Community facilities – 2.98 

 
9.62 Hollybush has 23 sites, which cover 5 types of open space.  There are 

no civic spaces, green corridors, natural green spaces or parks and 
gardens in the ward. Facilities at King George V Playing Fields mean that 
there is a high provision of community outdoor sports facilities. The site 
includes football pitches, cricket pitches, netball courts, tennis courts, a 
multi-use games area and an off pitch training area. However, residents 
to the west of the ward are further than 1km from a community facility.  
Whilst access to natural green space is limited, there is good provision 
and distribution of amenity green space. This provides significant 
opportunity for passive recreation and informal play, but also has 
biodiversity value. The 3 equipped play areas mean that most residents 
also have access to formal play facilities and provision meets the local 
quantitative standard.  Two of the borough’s 8 NEAPs are located in 
Hollybush so provision for older children and teenagers is particularly 
good.  King George V playing area has a skate park and a multi-use 
games area. Eddington Crescent (LEAP) also includes equipment 
suitable for the under 5s. 

9.63 There are two council owned allotments in Hollybush, but because they 
are small the ward has less than the recommended 0.13 ha per 1000 
population. There is one large cemetery in the analysis area (Hatfield 
Hyde) which can be used for passive recreation. The site can be easily 
accessed by local residents. 

 Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
2 Allotments 2 Average 

1 Cemetery Very Good 

Provision for children and/or teenagers (2 NEAPs 
and 1 LEAP) 

2 Good, 
1 Average 

2 Outdoor Sports Facility (in community use) 1 Very Good 
1 Not Classified 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 2 Average 
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9.64 The standard of sites in Hollybush is high, with 2 very good and 2 good 
sites. The two very good sites are both freely accessible to the public.  
There are no areas of open space below average quality. 

 
Analysis Area 9 - Howlands 
 
9.65 Howlands is another urban ward in the south east of Welwyn Garden 

City. The area is mainly residential apart from the area of green belt in 
the south east of the analysis area. Large open spaces include 
Caponfield Open Space and Bushey Ley Open Space.  

 
Quantity and accessibility 
 
10.66 The open space provision in the analysis area is as follows; 

• 2 Allotments 

• 21 Amenity Green Spaces 

• 3 Provision for Children and Teenagers (2 LEAPs and 1 
LAP) 

• 1 Natural Green Space 

• 2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 
 
9.67 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 2 allotments, 6 amenity green spaces, 1 NEAP and 5 
outdoor sports facilities. 

 
9.68 The current provision of open space in Howlands is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.05 

Parks 0.00 

Amenity green space 2.81 

Formal play provision 0.01 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

1.86 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 0.56 
Community facilities – 0.00 
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9.69 There are 29 sites in Howlands and 5 different types of open space. The 
ward has a very good provision of amenity green space. All the 
residential areas are within 400m of an amenity green space. Major 
green spaces include Archers Ride and Cole Green Lane Green Fingers. 
There is also a local nature reserve (The Commons) in the south west of 
the ward, which is a key recreation site in Welwyn Garden City. However, 
there are deficiencies in a number of other types of open space. 
Howlands is one of 3 wards in the borough without any community sports 
facilities, but, most residents can access free facilities at King George V 
Playing Fields. There is a very low provision of formal play areas in the 
ward and these are concentrated in the centre of the ward so access is a 
problem in the north and south of the ward.  

9.70 There are no cemeteries, civic spaces, green corridors or parks and 
gardens in the Howlands analysis area. 

 
Quality 

 

Type of open space Quality 
2 Allotments 2 Average  

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 1 Good  

3 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LAP) 2 Average 
1 Very Poor 

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities 1 Average, 
1 Not Classified 

 
9.71 Overall the quality of open space is reasonably high with most sites at 

least average. However, one of the LAPs is classified as very poor 
quality because it has a limited range of equipment. 

 
Analysis Area 10 - Hatfield North 
 
9.72 This is an area to the west of Welwyn Garden City and North West of 

Hatfield. In the last 5 years the British Aerospace site in the south of this 
ward has been redeveloped and now includes a business park, a new 
district centre and residential development. The analysis area is classed 
as mainly urban but much of the land to the west is rural. The A414 runs 
along the eastern edge of the ward. It contains one small settlement 
Lemsford, as well as the areas in Hatfield known as Hatfield Garden 
Village and Birchwood. There are a range of uses within this area. 
Residential is the dominant use, with some commercial and some light 
industrial uses.   
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Quantity and accessibility 

  
9.73 The open space provision in the analysis area is as follows; 

 
• 1 Allotment 
• 10 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 1 Cemetery 
• 6 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (1 NEAP, 3 

LEAPs and 2 LAPs) 
• 6 Outdoor Sports Facilities + 1 Golf Course (3 in 

community use) 
• 4 Natural Green Spaces (2 LNRs) 
• 1 Park and Garden 

 
9.74 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 1 amenity green spaces, and 2 outdoor sports 
facilities. 

 
 
9.75 The current provision of open space in Hatfield North is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.26 

Parks 41.45 

Amenity green space 2.75 

Formal play provision 0.04 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

18.70 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 3.49 
Community facilities – 2.98 

 
9.76 Hatfield North has 6 types of open space and 29 sites. The provision of 

community outdoor sports facilities is excellent, with a good range of 
pitches.  This is a predominately due to pitches for hire at Birchwood and 
Hertfordshire Sports Village. However, there is only free provision at 
Lemsford.  Generally the ward has a good provision of open space. All 
the residential areas have good access to amenity green space and the 
large Green Lanes allotment site (run by Hatfield Town Council) is a 
major site for the town, with a large waiting list.  

9.77 Brockett Hall Estate and four areas of natural green space are located in 
Hatfield North, most are in the rural areas to the north of the ward. 
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However, Ellenbrook Park Strip is a good local resource for the residents 
of the aerospace development. Birchwood residents are within 1 km of 
Hatfield Park Estate (over foot bridge), but other residential areas in 
northwest Hatfield cannot easily access a Park/ Garden or a local nature 
reserve. However, provision is likely to be enhanced by the planned 
development of Ellenbrook Park within the aerospace development.  
There are a number of play areas suitable for a range of age groups, but 
the area in the west of the ward, south of the Garden Village has no play 
provision.  

9.78 There is one small cemetery in the analysis area which provides some 
opportunities for passive recreation. There are no civic spaces, natural 
green spaces, or green corridors in this analysis area.  

 
Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Allotments  Good 

 

1 cemetery Average 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (NEAPs) Good 

3 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 1 Very Good 
2 Good 

2 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LAPs) 1 Very Good 
1 Average 

 3 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 1 Good 
1 Average 
1 Not Classified 

3 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 3 Average 

1 Park and/or Garden limited to Public Rights of 
Way 

Very Good 

 
9.79 The quality of the open spaces is high, with 9 sites scoring a good or a 

very good.  The quality of play areas, the allotment and the park/garden 
is notably high.  

 
Analysis Area 11 - Hatfield East  
 
9.80 This analysis area lies to the east of Hatfield town centre. The west of the 

area is classed as urban while the rest of the analysis area contains 
isolated dwellings and hamlets, with Essendon the only designated 
settlement.  The River Lea runs parallel to the northern border of the 
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ward.  The railway line runs through the centre of the ward, separating 
Old Hatfield from the rest of Hatfield. The residential parts of the analysis 
area are to the west, within Hatfield town, and the rest of the ward is 
designated as Green Belt. The main open space provision in this area is 
provided by Hatfield Park Estate which covers much of the analysis area. 
This park is freely accessible to residents of the parish of Hatfield, but 
other residents of the borough have to pay.  

 
Quantity and accessibility 
 
9.81 The open space provision in the area is as follows: 
 

• 1 Allotment 

• 7 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 3 Cemeteries and/ or Graveyards 

• 1 Civic Space 

• 8 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (3 LEAP, 1 LAP 
and 4 areas smaller than 100m2) 

• 7 Outdoor Sports Facilities + 2 Golf Courses (4 in community 
use) 

• 2 Parks and/or Gardens 

• 1 Green Corridor 
9.82 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 9 allotments, 7 amenity green spaces, 1 LEAP, 2 
natural/semi-natural green spaces, 1 green corridor and 4 outdoor sports 
facilities. 

 
9.83 The current provision of open space in Hatfield East is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.07 

Parks 86.35 

Amenity green space 0.74 

Formal play provision 0.04 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

1.61 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 2.52 
Community facilities – 1.68 
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9.84 Hatfield East has 30 sites, which cover 8  types of open space.  As 

outlined above, Hatfield Park Estate is a major area of open space in the 
ward, which to some extent compensates for the lack of access to an 
area of natural/semi-natural open space. A footbridge over the railway 
means all residents of the ward can access Hatfield Park Estate. Bedwell 
Park is located to the south of Essendon and is a private estate, 
accessible by rights of way. The area also has 3 cemeteries and a civic 
space (Salisbury Square), which is located in the centre of Old Hatfield’s 
shopping area and offers good opportunity for passive recreation as well 
as a number of well landscaped raised beds. The site is well located for 
use by all of the area’s residents and offers open space for an area 
which otherwise has a lack of open space. The River Lea provides a 
green corridor to the north of the ward and the Alban Way adjoins the 
ward from the west. 

9.85 There are quantitative deficiencies in allotments and amenity green 
space.  Whilst residents of Hatfield have good access to amenity green 
space, but less opportunity to access allotments, Essendon residents 
have no amenity green space but a 13 plot allotment in the village. Eight 
sites offer provision for children, but four of these are smaller than a LAP 
and only have 1 or 2 pieces of equipment. Residents of Essendon have 
good access to a play area, but access to play provision is limited for the 
residents of Old Hatfield and The Ryde. 

  
Quality 

 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Allotments 1 Good  

3 Cemeteries 1 Good, 
1 Average, 
1 Not Classified 

1 Civic Space Average  

3 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 2 Good  
1 Average 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LAP) Good  

4 Provision for children and/or teenagers (not big 
enough to be a LAP) 

1 Good 
2 Poor 
1 Very Poor 

4 Outdoor Sport Facilities (in community use) 2 Average  
1 Poor  
1 Not Classified 
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3 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 3 Average 
 

1 Park and/or Garden (FPA to residents of Hatfield) Not Classified 

1 Park and/or Garden (limited to public rights of 
way) 

Good  

 
9.86 The quality of open space sites is variable, with 6 good classifications 

and 4 poor/ very poor.  The poor quality sites are all small play areas in 
Hatfield.  

 
Analysis Area 12 - Hatfield Central  
 
9.87 This analysis area is in the centre of Hatfield, incorporating Hatfield town 

centre. The area is classed as urban, and has a mix of residential and 
commercial uses. Hatfield Central is quite small but has a high density of 
development. In line with Hatfield Town Centre East Redevelopment, 
Revised Planning Brief (Revised July 2002, adopted September 2002) 
the town centre will soon be re-developed. 

 
Quantity and accessibility 

 
9.88 The open space provision in the area comprises of: 

• 8 Allotments 

• 6 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 2 Civic Spaces 
• 4 Provisions for Children and Teenagers (1 NEAP, 1 

LEAP and 2 LAPs)23 
• 1 Green Corridor 
• 5 Outdoor Sports Facilities (1 in community use) 

9.89  Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance   
thresholds include 6 allotments, 7 amenity green spaces and 8 outdoor 
sports facilities.  

9.90 The current provision of open space in Hatfield Central is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.15 

Parks 0.00  

                                                 
23 Since the survey was undertaken, Cavendish Hall play area (LAP) has been redeveloped for 
housing.  However, a new replacement area is planned. 
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Amenity green space 0.44 

Formal play provision 0.05 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

0.00 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 1.94 
Community facilities – 0.67 

 
9.91 There are 26 open spaces in Hatfield Central ward and these comprise 

of 6 different types. There are no cemeteries, natural green spaces or 
parks and/or gardens. Access to Hatfield Park Estate is restricted by the 
railway. In quantitative terms the ward is deficient in amenity green 
space, but in practice nearly all residents are within 400 meters to an 
amenity green space.  Equally, all residents can access an allotment and 
a community outdoor sports facility (despite Roe Hill Playing Fields being 
the only site within the ward). Notably, Hatfield Central has the highest 
number of allotments in the ward, but several of the sites have high 
vacancy rates, partly due to access issues. 

 
9.92 The play areas provide for children and/or teenagers of all ages, but 

there is an area in the northwest of the ward that lacks provision.   
 
9.93 There are 2 civic spaces in Hatfield Central which offer opportunities for 

passive recreation in the commercial area of the town. However, both 
sites are currently located in an area which is subject to redevelopment 
over the next few years with improvements to be made to both sites one 
of which, Market Square, is to undergo a major redevelopment. 

9.94 The Alban Way runs right through the analysis area and forms part of the 
National Cycle Network. 

Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
8 Allotments 2 Good 

4 Average 
1 Poor 
1 Very Poor 

2 Civic Spaces 1 Good 
1 Average 

1 Provision for Children and/or Teenagers (NEAP) Good  

1 Provision for Children and/or Teenagers (LEAP) Good  

2 Provision for Children and/or Teenagers (LAPs) 1 Good 
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1 Average 
(Cavendish Hall) 

1 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 1 Very Good 
 

3 Outdoor Sports Facilities  2 Average 
1 Not Classified 

 
9.95 The standard of open space sites in the ward varies. The outdoor sports 

facilities and provision for children and/or teenagers are particularly good 
quality, but some of the allotments are classified as poor or very poor 
quality.  

 
Analysis Area 13 - Hatfield West 
 
9.96  Hatfield West lies to the south and west of Hatfield Town Centre and 

comprises mainly of residential developments. It also contains a large 
employment site around the University of Hertfordshire, College Lane 
Campus. The area is classed as urban but it contains some open 
countryside which is part of the green belt. There is a varied range of 
open space in the area with many large open spaces such as Millwards 
Recreation Ground (which stretches into Hatfield South), Hazel Grove 
and University of Hertfordshire recreation ground.  

Quantity and accessibility 
9.97 The open space in the analysis area comprises of; 

• 7 Allotments 

• 15 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 1 Provision for children and teenagers (1 LEAP)24 
• 1 Green Corridor 
• 4 Outdoor Sports Facilities (2 in community use) 

 
9.98 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 7 allotments, 9 amenity green spaces, 2 NEAPs and 1 
LAP and 6 outdoor sports facilities. 

9.99 The current provision of open space in Hatfield West is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.12 

Parks 0.00  

                                                 
24 Since the audit was undertaken in 2007 a new play area (climbing rocks) has been developed 
at Highview. As it was not subject to the original site appraisal and quality assessment this has 
been excluded from the assessment. 
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Amenity green space 2.39 

Formal play areas 0.01 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

0.18 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 0.80 
Community facilities – 0.53 

 
9.100 Hatfield West has 28 sites, which comprises of 5 types of open space. 

The A1 divides the ward in half and creates a key access barrier 
between the east and west of the ward.  Ellenbrook play area and the 
Alban Way are the only open space sites to the west of the A1, so the 
residents of Ellenbrook are outside the distance thresholds for 
allotments, natural/semi-natural green space and amenity green space. 
The only compensation for this limited provision is that the countryside in 
the Green Belt is in close proximity and can be accessed via Rights of 
Way (e.g. Alban Way). There are no outdoor sports facilities in this area 
either, but residents can access Hertfordshire Sports Village in Hatfield 
North. 

 
9.101 To the east of the A1 residents can access nearly all types of open  

space. The Millwards recreation ground is a key amenity green space to 
the east of the ward. It links up to a number of other open spaces to form 
a green chain through Hatfield South, Hatfield Central and Hatfield East 
analysis areas.  The major deficiency in this part of the ward is access to 
provision for children and/or teenagers.  Although the amenity green 
space creates opportunities for informal play, there is only one equipped 
play area, which is suitable for children up to the age of 11. There are no 
facilities for older children and teenagers, and only those residents to the 
north of the ward are in the recommended distance threshold for Roe Hill 
Playing Fields (in Hatfield Central).  

 
9.102 There are no cemeteries, civic spaces or parks and/or gardens in    

Hatfield West.  
 
Quality  

 

Type of open space Quality 
7 Allotments 1 Good 

6 Average 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAP) 1 Average  

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 2 Average 
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2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 2 Average 
 

 
9.103 The standard of open space sites in Hatfield West is predominately 

average. Badger Way Allotment site received the highest quality rating 
and it is located to the north east of the ward. Residents to the north of 
the ward can also access Roe Hill Playing Fields in Hatfield Central, 
which is identified as very good quality. 

 
Analysis Area 14 - Hatfield South 
 
9.104 The area lies to the south of Hatfield town centre and contains mainly 

residential development. The area is bordered by the A1(M), the East 
Coast Mainline railway and the A1001. There are a number of large sites 
of open space including Redhall Park and Newstead Recreation Ground.  

 
Quantity and accessibility 
9.105 The open space provision comprises of; 
 

• 2 Allotments 

• 12 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 8 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (including 5 

LEAPs and 1 LAP) 
• 1 Outdoor Sports Facility 

 
9.106 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 6 allotments, 5 amenity green spaces and 2 outdoor 
sports facilities. 

9.107 The current provision of open space in Hatfield South is set out below: 
 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.04 

Parks 0.00  

Amenity green space 2.69 

Formal play provision 0.10  

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

0.00 
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Outdoor Sports facilities All – 0.16 
Community facilities – 0.00 

 
9.108 Hatfield South has 23 sites but only in 4 types of open space. Along with 

Welwyn North this ward has the least variety of open space sites, but is 
not as poorly provided because there are a significant number of sites 
residents can use within the ward and in Hatfield West.  There are a 
number of amenity green spaces, and residents can access them easily 
across the borough. There are also 8 formal play areas within the ward, 
so all the residential areas have access to a play facility for the under 9s.  
There is no provision for older children and teenagers.   

9.109 Whilst there is a quantitative shortage of allotments, the provision in 
adjacent wards means that all of Hatfield West falls within the 
recommended distance thresholds for allotments. Hazel Grove Primary 
School is the only outdoor sports facility in the ward and this is private. 
To access community facilities within 15 minutes walk residents need to 
visit the University College Lane Site (pay and play). Roe Hill Playing 
Field (free public access) is also approximately 1km to the north of the 
ward. 

9.110 There are no cemeteries, civic spaces, or natural green spaces in the 
analysis area. 

 
Quality 

 

Type of open space Quality 
2 Allotments 1 Average 

1 Poor 

5 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAP) 4 Good 
1 Average 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LAP) Poor  

2 Provision for children and/or teenagers (too small 
to be a LAP) 

1 Poor 
1 Very Poor  

1 Outdoor Sports Facilities  Average  

 
9.111 All the sites in this ward were surveyed.  There are 5 good quality sites, 

but 4 poor/very poor sites. The poor quality allotment is in close proximity 
to the average quality allotment, so residents have a choice. 
Interestingly, it is the average quality allotment that has vacant sites, 
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rather than the poor quality site. Equally the poor quality LAP is covered 
by the same distance threshold as the average quality LEAP.  

 
Analysis Area 15 - Brookmans Park and Little Heath 
 
9.112  This area contains the settlements of Brookmans Park, Newgate Street 

and part of Little Heath. The area is classed as mainly rural. The 
settlement of Brookmans Park is largely residential, with a small 
commercial centre. The town has a small railway station which is on the 
East Coast Mainline. There are a number of large open spaces in the 
analysis area including the Queenswood School Playing Fields and 
Gobions Open Space.  

Quantity and accessibility 
9.113 The open space in the analysis area comprises of; 

• 3 Amenity Green Spaces 

• 1 Cemetery 

• 3 Provisions for Children and/or Teenagers (3 LEAPs) 

• 2 Natural Green Spaces 
• 6 Outdoor Sports Facilities (2 are in community use) 

+ 2 Golf Courses  

• 2 Park and/or Garden (FPA) 
9.114 Areas of open space outside the ward within recommended distance 

thresholds include 1 outdoor sports facility and 1 park/garden. 
 
9.115 The current provision of open space in Brookmans Park and Little Heath 

is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.00 

Parks 40.76 

Amenity green space 0.24 

Formal play provision 0.05 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

8.92 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 3.75 
Community facilities – 0.51 

 



 

 123

9.116 There are 17 sites in Brookmans Park and Little Heath, comprising of 6 
types of open space. Provision of amenity green spaces is limited; most 
residents in eastern Brookmans Park and Newgate Street do not have 
any amenity green space within 400m of their homes.  However, 
residents of Brookmans Park are within walking distance of Gobions 
Open Space (Park and Garden), a woodland and grassed area, which 
provides opportunities for passive recreation and informal play. Part of 
Hatfield Park Estate also lies within the northwest of the ward, but 
residents have to pay to access it. Each of the settlements in the ward 
has a LEAP, but this still means that residents in east and west 
Brookmans Park and east Little Heath are not within the recommended 
distance thresholds.  There is also no provision for older children and 
teenagers.  

9.117 There is one cemetery and 2 natural green spaces in the ward. All 
residents have access to an area of natural green space.  The edge of 
Wormley-Hoddesdon Park Woods, the European designated Special 
Area of Conservation lies within the western edge of the ward. The 
railway line restricts access to the woods, but there are two crossing 
points within the ward. However, residents need to travel outside the 
borough to access the car parking facilities 

 There are a number of outdoor sports facilities in Brookmans Park and 
Little Heath ward.  However, all the facilities in Brookmans Park are 
private school sites.  Therefore, residents of the village don’t have 
access to community outdoor sports facilities. 

9.118 There are no civic spaces, green corridors or allotments in this analysis 
area. 

 
Quality 

 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Cemetery Good  

3 Provisions for children and/or teenagers (LEAPs) 3 Good  

2 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 2 Average  

4 Outdoor Sports Facilities 1 Good 
1 Average 
2 Not Classified 

1 Park and/or Garden (FPA) Good 

1 Park and/or Garden (charge for residents from 
this ward) 

Not Classified 
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9.119 The standard of sites in the ward is generally high as there are a number 
of good quality areas of open space and no sites are classed as below 
average.  

 
Analysis Area 16 - Welham Green 
 
9.120 This area lies to the south of Hatfield and is the most south western 

analysis area in the Borough. Most of the residential development is 
centred around the village of Welham Green and in North Mymms, with 
some additional development in the small settlement of Bell Bar and at 
the Royal Veterinary College in the south. There are a number of sites 
offering large amounts of open space provision in the analysis area 
including North Mymms Park and the Royal Veterinary College Playing 
Fields.  
Quantity and accessibility 

9.121 The open space provision in the analysis area comprises of; 
• 1 Allotment 

• 6 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 2 Cemeteries 
• 1 Provision for Children and Teenagers (NEAP) 
• 1 Green Corridor 
• 7 Outdoor Sports Facilities (5 are in community 

use) 
• 2 Parks and/or Gardens 

 
9.122 Areas of open space outside the ward and within recommended distance 

thresholds include 1 outdoor sports facility. 
9.123 The current provision of open space in Welham Green is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.25 

Parks 58.65 

Amenity green space 0.29 

Formal play provision 0.12 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

15.63 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 3.54 
Community facilities – 2.86 
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9.124 Welham Green has access to 7 types of open space, distributed across 
20 sites. The ward is relatively rural and has a local nature reserve and a 
Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI). In addition, North Mymms Park 
is an important park/garden within the borough, although the A1 restricts 
access from the east. 

 
9.125 There are quantitative deficiencies in amenity green space and provision 

for children and/or teenagers. There is one NEAP in the ward, located at 
Welham Green Playing Fields, which provides equipment for younger 
children as well as older children and teenagers. Residents of Welham 
Green therefore have good access to play facilities, but the small villages 
of Bell Bar and North Mymms have no provision. The amenity green 
spaces are also all located in Welham Green, so most residents in the 
settlement are within 400m of an amenity green space.   

 
9.126 The provision of outdoor sports facilities and allotments in the ward is 

good.  All residents in Welham Green have access to a community 
sports facility. There are no civic spaces or natural green spaces. 

 
Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Allotments 1 Good 

 

2 Cemeteries 1 Very Good 
1 Good 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (NEAP) Good  

5 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 1 Good 
1 Average 
1 Poor 
2 Not classified 

3 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 3 Average 
 

2 Parks and/or Gardens (1 is limited to public rights 
of way, there is a charge for the other site) 

Not Classified 

 
9.127 Generally, the quality of sites in the ward is good. The allotments, the 

NEAP and the cemeteries are of a particularly good standard. Only one 
of the outdoor sports facilities is classified as poor and residents in south 
Welham Green are also within 1km of Welham Green Playing Fields, 
which is identified as a good free community facility.   
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Analysis Area 17 - Northaw 
9.128 This analysis area is at the south east of the Borough and contains two 

villages, Cuffley and Northaw, surrounded by countryside. The railway 
line runs along the eastern border of the ward. Most of the ward’s 
population is concentrated in Cuffley and the settlement has good 
transport links to other parts of the Borough including public transport 
links via bus and rail. Open Space provision in the ward is varied, but 
Northaw Great Wood dominates as the most significant open space site.  

Quantity and accessibility 
9.129 The open space provision in the analysis area comprises of; 

• 4 Amenity Green Spaces 
• 1 Cemetery 
• 2 Provisions for Children and Teenagers (1 

NEAP and 1 LEAP) 
• 1 Natural/Semi-Natural Green Space 
• 6 Outdoor Sports Facilities (3 in community use) 

9.130 Areas of open space outside the ward and within recommended distance 
thresholds include 3 outdoor sports facilities. 

 
9.131 The current provision of open space in Northaw is set out below: 
 

Open Space typology Hectare per 1000 population 
Allotments  0.00 

Parks 0.00 

Amenity green space 0.16 

Formal play provision 0.03 

Accessible Natural / Semi Natural 
Green Spaces 

26.24 

Outdoor Sports facilities All – 2.33 
Community facilities – 1.87 

 
9.132 There are 14 sites and five types of open space in Northaw. Northaw 

Great Wood covers over 220 hectares of the ward and 117 hectares of 
this area is managed by Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council and 
accessible to the public.  Home Wood, owned by Cuffley Parish Council, 
is also publicly accessible so residents have good access to 
natural/semi-natural green space. The provision of outdoor sports 
facilities in the ward is also good.  However, residents in northern Cuffley 
are further than 1km walk from a sports facility. 

 
9.133 There are quantitative deficiencies in amenity green space and provision 

for children/and or teenagers.  All of the amenity green spaces are 



 

 127

concentrated in northern Cuffley, although residents to the south of the 
settlement are within walking 15 minutes walk from King George V 
Playing Fields. There is a play area in both Cuffley and Northaw, with 
equipment in Cuffley suitable for older children and teenagers.  However, 
residents in the north of Cuffley are outside the recommended distance 
threshold for NEAPs. 

 
9.134 There is one cemetery in the analysis area which offers opportunities for 

passive recreation and also offers a focal point in Northaw village centre. 
 
9.135 There are no civic spaces, parks and gardens, allotments or green 

corridors in the Northaw analysis area. 
 
Quality 
 

Type of open space Quality 
1 Cemetery Good  

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (NEAP) Very Good 

1 Provision for children and/or teenagers (LEAP) Average 

3 Outdoor Sports Facilities (in community use) 1 Average 
1 Poor 
1 Unclassified  

3 Outdoor Sports Facilities (private) 2 Average 
1 Not Classified 

 
 
9.136 The quality of open spaces in the ward is relatively good.  The play area 

in Cuffley scored very highly because of its basic facilities, range of 
equipment and cleanliness. The outdoor sports facilities were broadly 
classified as average.  However, the only community sports facility in 
Northaw village scored lowest because of a lack of basic facilities (e.g. 
lighting, parking) and the shortage of information about the site. 
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10. Conclusions by settlement area 
 
Northern settlements - Welwyn North and Welwyn South 
 
10.1 Key quantity and accessibility issues 
 

• Residents of Welwyn and Digswell have better access to open space 
than residents in Woolmer Green, Oaklands and Mardley Heath and the 
villages in the Green Belt.  

• There is good provision and accessibility to natural/semi-natural green 
space, including local nature reserves. 

• There is a lack of facilities for children, particularly for older children and 
teenagers.  

• There are 4 parks and gardens, which is the highest number in any 
settlement area, but these are not easily accessible for residents of 
Oaklands and Mardley Heath and Woolmer Green.  

• There is a shortage of amenity green space in Oaklands and Mardley 
Heath and Woolmer Green. Access to outdoor sports facilities is good, 
but Oaklands and Mardley Heath residents are further than 1km from a 
community outdoor sports facility.  

•  Welwyn allotment is the only allotment site. It is the largest site in the 
borough and is popular and well used with a large waiting list. 

 
10.2 Quality issues 
 

• The quality of the allotment, outdoor sports facilities, parks and/or 
gardens and cemeteries are all average or good quality. 

• The quality of the equipped play areas is a problem because 3 of the 5 
areas are poor or very poor quality.  The reason for the low scores is 
predominately due to a limited range of facilities and poor information 
about the location and facilities on the site. 

 
Welwyn Garden City 
 
10.3 Key quantity and accessibility issues 
 

• Overall Welwyn Garden City has the best provision of open space in the 
Borough.  This is not surprising as the town has the biggest population 
and its Garden City and New Town Heritage mean that green spaces are 
an integral part of its urban form. 

• There is a particularly good provision of natural/semi-natural green 
space.  Most residents can also access allotments, amenity green space 
and outdoor sports facilities (including playing pitches), which are well 
distributed across the town. 

• Stanborough Park is the town’s main public park and has an important 
recreational function in the borough. Only residents to the south of 
Welwyn Garden City are within 15 minutes walk or the park, but all 
residents can access a public park, playing fields or area of natural green 
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space for active or passive recreation. In addition, the consultation 
reveals that people are prepared to travel further to Stanborough Park. 

• The town’s Civic Space is located in the town centre, outside the Howard 
Centre.  Some of the amenity green space in the town centre (e.g. 
Parkway) also has a strategic function and is central to the character of 
Welwyn Garden City. 

• Welwyn Garden City has a number of children play areas, for a range of 
ages. Half of the borough’s facilities for older children and teenagers 
(NEAPs) are located in the town. However, there are no NEAPs in 
northern parts of the town.  Even more notably, there are several 
residential areas in the eastern and central (north Peartree, north 
Handside and south Sherrards) parts of the town, without any equipped 
play areas. 

• The distribution of open spaces varies across the town.  But, north east 
Peartree (around the employment areas of Broadwater Road West and 
Bessemer Road) is notably deficient. In the residential areas to the east 
of Bessemer road, residents are only within the recommended distance 
thresholds for private outdoor sports facilities, natural green space and 
allotments.  

 
 
10.4  Quality issues 
 

• The cemeteries, civic spaces, outdoor sports facilities and parks and/or 
gardens are all of at least average quality. 

• The quality of allotments in the town varies, 5 are classified as good or 
very good, but there are also three poor quality allotments. The poor 
quality allotments are all to the west of the railway and tend to reflect 
shortfalls in basis facilities (e.g. parking or toilets). Demand for these 
sites remain high, with longer waiting lists than at some of the better 
quality sites. 

• The quality of the provision for children and/or teenager is generally high 
across the town.  Most play areas are either good or very good.  
However, there are 4 poor and 2 very poor sites on the eastern side of 
the railway in Handside, Peartree, Panshanger and Howlands. 

 
Hatfield and villages 
 
10.5 The town of Hatfield is not as closely aligned with its wards as Welwyn 

Garden City25. Therefore, this settlement area includes Hatfield and the 
villages of Lemsford and Essendon. 

 
10.6 Key quantity and accessibility issues 
 

• Hatfield Park Estate, to the east of Hatfield, is the largest open space site 
in the settlement area.  The park is free to residents of Hatfield parish 
and an important local resource.  However, access is restricted in 

                                                 
25 The wards boundaries are prior to the 2008 changes. 
 



 

 130

central, western and southern Hatfield due to the railway and limited 
access points. Once the planned Ellenbrook Park is opened, to the west 
of the aerodrome site, provision in the town will be improved.  

• Reflecting its urban character and new town heritage, Hatfield has a 
large number of allotments, green corridors and amenity green spaces. 
Only 2 small areas to the west of the town (Ellenbrook and Hatfield 
Business Park) are further than 400m from an amenity green space.  

• With only three small areas of natural green space, access to areas of 
natural and semi-natural green space in Hatfield is more restricted than 
the villages outside the urban area.    

• All residents in Hatfield and the villages have access to an outdoor sports 
facility. Hatfield Garden Village is the only area without access to a 
community facility. 

• Hatfield has a significant amount of play provision. There are two NEAPs 
and a number of LEAPs, LAPs and smaller equipped play areas.  
However, there is a shortage of play facilities (for all ages) in the north 
western and central areas of the town and a lack of teenage facilities 
across the town. The town’s two NEAPs have MUGAs but these are pay 
and play and used by local sports teams, so are not freely accessible to 
teenagers. 

  
10.7 Quality issues 
 

• Generally, quality is not an issue as most open space sites are of 
average quality or above across the settlement area.  

• However, the quality of a number of equipped play areas in Hatfield East 
and Hatfield South are poor and very poor.  These tend to be because 
they are very small sites (smaller than a 100m2 LAP) and only have one 
or two old pieces of equipment. 

 
. 
Southern settlements 
 
10.8 Key quantity and accessibility issues 
 

• The area has a large amount of natural and semi-natural green space, 
including 2 SSSIs and a local nature reserve. The distribution of other 
types of open space varies across the different settlements.  

• Like in the southern settlement area, amenity green space is limited, 
although residents in Welham Green, west Brookmans Park and north 
Cuffley are within 400km of amenity green space. By contrast 
Brookmans Park and Little Heath residents are within 1km of Gobions 
Open Space, whilst Parks and Gardens are more difficult to access from 
Cuffley and Welham Green.  

• There is only one allotment in the settlement area (in Welham Green), so 
most residents cannot easily access an allotment site. 

• Generally, provision of outdoor sport facilities is good.  However, the two 
outdoor sports facilities in Brookmans Park are private, so there are no 
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community facilities for local residents. In addition, residents in north 
Cuffley are further than 1km to any outdoor sports facility. 

• All the settlements (including Northaw and Newgate Street) have some 
provision for children and/or teenagers.  Cuffley and Welham Green both 
have NEAPs, so provide some facilities for older children and teenagers.  
However, areas in east and west Brookmans Park, east Little Heath and 
north Cuffley are all outside the recommended distance thresholds.  

 
 
  10.9  Quality issues 
 

• The quality of open spaces in this area is very good. The cemeteries, 
parks and gardens, provision for children and/or teenagers and 
allotments are all classified as good or very good. 

• Most of the outdoor sports facilities are average but there are two, in 
Northaw and Welham Green that are classified as poor quality.  This is 
more of an issue in Northaw as it is the only facility within walking 
distance. 

 
 
Overall conclusions 
10.10 As a whole, residents value open space and are generally happy with 

local provision and maintenance. The audit results show that generally 
Welwyn Hatfield has a good distribution of different types of open space.  
However, there are some quantitative and accessibility issues across the 
borough that need to be addressed through planning policy. In particular, 
a shortage of play facilities, particularly for older children and teenagers, 
has been identified as a key problem.  Whilst it is useful to use the open 
space categories to identify particular needs and spatial trends it is also 
important to look at open space as a whole. For local residents different 
types of informal open space (e.g. natural green space, parks/gardens 
and  amenity green space) may have similar benefits.  Therefore, a 
shortage of one type of open space in an area may not automatically be 
a concern if local residents feel they can easily access a comparatively 
similar type of open space. 

10.11 Where the consultation shows that people are broadly happy, local 
quantitative standards have been set at the current level of provision. 
However, this does not mean provision remains static because the 
standards relate to per head population so ensure provision increases 
with population growth.   

10.12 The quality of all types of open space is generally high, with most sites 
classified as average quality or above. However, concern about litter is a 
recurring theme. 
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11. Recommendations 
 

11.1 Drawing on the conclusions, this study makes a number of 
recommendations about open space, sport and recreation in Welwyn 
Hatfield:   

• A few sites have been assessed as below average quality and these 
should be improved.  Management plans could be used to encourage 
change and where applicable sites should aim to obtain Green Flag 
status. 

• Open space is valued by residents in the borough and has an 
important recreational and environmental role. As such open space 
should be protected.  If sites are lost they should be replaced by a 
site of the same typology and size.  

• New development should contribute to open space provision, 
particularly where new development will exacerbate existing deficits. 

• The audit results show that generally Welwyn Hatfield has a good 
distribution of different types of open space.  However, there are 
some quantitative and accessibility issues across the borough that 
need to be addressed through planning policy. 

• Generally open space in the borough is very accessible.  However, in 
areas where it is a problem improvements could be made to enhance 
accessibility, e.g. new crossings, rights of way improvements.  

• Policies should be developed in the Local Development Framework to 
ensure the provision of appropriately located, accessible, safe and 
attractive open space. Local standards should be developed for site 
provision, developer contributions, enhancement of existing facilities 
and quality expectations. 

• The survey and public consultation reveal that a shortage of facilities 
for older children and teenagers is a key issue in the borough.   New 
development should therefore provide facilities on site or provide 
financial contributions to fund more strategic provision.  

• Any large scale new developments within Welwyn Hatfield should 
include strategic open space provision.  Links with existing open 
space sites should be developed and maintained.   

 
11.2 These recommendations will be considered through a number of 

documents, including the local development framework, an open space 
strategy, a green infrastructure strategy and an allotment strategy. 
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