
Appendix 1 

Identification of Sites 
 
1. Allotment Gardens 
Information about allotment sites was sourced from council records about the 
location and size of allotments in the borough. Sites which are not 
owned/managed by the Council were also included. These included sites 
managed by Allotment Associations and Parish Councils. 
 
2. Amenity Green Space 
Amenity green space sites were identified following a desktop review of 
Ordnance Survey maps. Some sites were already designated as Urban Open 
Land in the Welwyn Hatfield Adopted District Plan 2005. These sites and the 
rest of the amenity green space sites had to meet one or more of the following 
criteria; 

• The area is vital to the form and character of the built up area; 
• The land, in whole or in part, provides an important visual and/or 

visual break within a built up area; 
• The land contributes to a wider green chain; 
• The land is important, or could be in future, in whole or in part as 

a local public amenity in terms of: 
 Its landscape qualities 
 Its wildlife, biodiversity or ecological value 
 Its use as an informal space for passive or active 

recreation, or children’s informal play; 
 The land is already identified by Hertfordshire 

County Council as Common Land. 
Some of the sites identified as Amenity Green Space cross over into areas of 
Parks and Gardens, Provision for Children and/or Teenagers and Outdoor 
Sports Facilities. Whenever this happened each typology on the site was 
audited with regard to its own criteria. 
 
3. Cemeteries, Churchyards and Graveyards 
These were designated after the desktop review of Ordnance Survey maps. 
Sites which were no longer open to burials were also included as they still 
serve as areas of open space which offers quite reflection and relaxation. 
 
4. Civic Spaces 
These sites were identified by a desktop review of Ordnance Survey maps. 
The sites had to be located in or near to a town or village centre and have 
opportunities for civic events, open air markets etc. There were only a small 
number of these sites identified, however they are very important to the built 
form of the area.  
  
5. Provision for Children and/or Teenagers 
These sites were identified from the Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Play 
Strategy and from records of new developments. The sites were mapped 
using this strategy. 
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6. Green Corridors 
These sites were identified following a desktop review of Ordnance Survey 
maps. To be categorised as a Green Corridor the site had to be;  

• Linking two or more green spaces; 
• Creating a link between urban areas and rural countryside; 
• Acting as a potential wildlife corridor within an urban area. 

 
7. Natural/Semi-Natural Green Space 
These sites were identified following a desktop review of Ordnance Survey 
maps and in liaison with Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre (HBRC).  
HBRC carried out a study of habitats in the County and identified some wildlife 
sites which were important within Welwyn Hatfield Borough. Some of these 
sites were already designated as either Amenity Green Space or Green 
Corridors. The remainder of sites were either designated as Natural or Semi-
Natural Green Space after the site was visited by our surveyor but only if the 
area had characteristics of a natural or semi-natural area. These sites include 
Local Nature Reserves (LNR), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or 
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC). 
 
8. Outdoor Sports Facilities 
These sites were identified following a desktop review of the following 
documents; Ordnance Survey maps, the 2002 Playing Pitch Provision study 
and England’s Active Places Power website. The sites were mapped and then 
if necessary, permission was sought to access the site to complete a quality 
audit. The different types of Outdoor Sports Facilities included in this category 
were; 

• Football pitches (full size, junior, mini and 5-a-side) 
• Rugby pitches (full size and junior) 
• Cricket pitches (full size and junior) 
• Hockey pitches (full size, junior, artificial and grass) 
• Lacrosse pitches (full size and junior) 
• Netball Courts 
• Tennis Courts 
• Bowls greens 
 

Although each sport has different requirements one generic scoring system 
was used for each type of outdoor sports facility.  This made it easier for the 
surveyor. Golf Courses (both 9 and 18 hole courses and pitch and putt) and 
bowling greens were identified using the list provided on the welhat website 
and rather than surveying each site we sort to find out about the clubs in 
terms of memberships.   
 
9. Parks and Gardens 
These sites were identified in three ways;  local knowledge, a desktop review 
of Ordnance Survey maps and liaison with Hertfordshire County Council’s 
Historic Environment Department (which helped us to identify the reasons for 
the creation and position of some of the historic Parks and Gardens in the 
borough).  
 


