
Appendix 2 

National policy and strategies 
 

National planning policy is contained within Planning Policy Statements, 
Planning Policy Guidance Notes and Circulars. Advice is also provided from a 
number of Government agencies.  In addition to PPG 17 Open space, outdoor 
sport and recreation there are a number of influential documents detailed 
below, although this list is not exhaustive. 
 
Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1 Delivering Sustainable Communities 
 
PPS1 sets out national policy on the delivery of sustainable development.  It 
states that sustainable development is now the core principle underpinning 
the planning system. Planning authorities should ensure that development 
plans and decisions made in planning applications contribute to the delivery of 
economic, social and environmental sustainability. 
 
Paragraph 20 encourages consideration of environmental issues such as the 
protection of the wider countryside and the impact of development on 
landscape quality; the conservation and enhancement of wildlife species and 
habitats and the promotion of biodiversity; the need to improve the built and 
natural environment in and around urban areas and rural settlements. This 
includes the provision of good quality open space; the conservation of soil 
quality; and the preservation and enhancement of built and archaeological 
heritage. 
 
Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 9 Biodiversity and Geological 
Conservation 
 
PPS 9 seeks to protect and enhance biodiversity and geological resources. 
The document recognises that our natural wildlife heritage is not confined just 
to the designated sites but is found in many urban areas, where it is an 
important resource. 
 
Green Spaces, Better Places (2006) 
 
The final report of the Urban Green Spaces Taskforce highlights the 
problematic decline in the quality of many urban parks and green spaces and 
states that urgent action is needed if they are to deliver their many benefits. 
The report sets out the need for a strategic policy framework within 
which decision-makers should operate. 
 
It recommends that local authorities should: 
• Need to involve all sectors of the community in the planning and delivery 

of open space 
• Encourage public and private sector partnership work 
• develop and implement a green space strategy; 
• carry out design reviews for failing or unsatisfactory spaces; 
• prepare a management plan for every major park, groups of smaller parks 

and types of open space such as allotments; 
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• Undertake a Best Value review of their park and green space services 
• Invest in capital and revenue funding, but support this with non-financial 

improvements such as training and skill development for managers, 
employees and volunteers.  

 
Green Flag Awards 
 
The Green Flag Award is the national standard for parks and green spaces in 
England and Wales.  The award scheme began in 1996 as a means of 
recognising and rewarding the best green spaces in the country.  It was also 
seen as a way of encouraging others to achieve the same high environmental 
standards, creating a benchmark of excellence in recreational green areas. 
 
 
 
 
 


