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Figure 1:  Site A - Biodiversity Features Plan 
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No invasive non native species were recorded but an area of soil/rubble piles is present in the south-
east corner and there may be a minor risk of imported plant species in this area. 

Plot Layout Considerations  

No significant biodiversity constraint has been identified on site with regard to proposed housing 
development in the area. 

The loss of the field would not constitute a significant biodiversity impact. 

The high value features are the site boundaries which would need to be retained and enhanced as part 
of any scheme.  Habitat severance should be kept to a minimum with regard to access/vision splay 
requirements.   

New landscaping areas should aim to include buffer areas against existing site boundaries to ensure 
hedges are protected and incorporated into open space areas (also considering root protection 
requirements).   

A habitat/open space area should be incorporated on the eastern boundary to buffer against the 
deciduous woodland priority habitat situated on the boundary of the site (see Figure 1 below for 
location of biodiversity features). 

Housing in the area is unlikely to impact on the ecological functionality of the site.   
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INTRODUCTION 

This briefing note is a strategic review of the biodiversity constraints and opportunities associated 
with two housing allocation sites at Little Heath, Potters Bar.  The briefing note has been informed by 
a site walkover on 5th August 2015 and also a review of web-based information relevant to the area 
e.g. statutory sites, Priority Habitat Inventories etc.   

SITE A 

Site A was situated to the south of Swanley Bar Lane and was a large field parcel with hedgerow 
boundaries.  The site was bound to the west by housing (Orchard Way), to the north by a small 
industrial area and open fields, to the east by a woodland area/compound and to the south by grazing 
fields and paddocks.   

Habitats 

The site was dominated by species poor grassland that was used for eventing (e.g. car boot sale) and 
was kept short through a cut and collect regime.  The grassland was of low biodiversity value as it did 
not support a diverse assemblage of grass or herb species. 

The site boundaries were tree and hedge features with a range of woody shrubs and standard trees.   

A small area of soil bunds and rubble piles was present in the south-eastern corner.   

An area of Priority Habitat is situated offsite, on the eastern boundary.  The area of woodland to the 
east is mapped on the Priority Habitat Inventory as Deciduous Woodland.  There would be no direct 
impact on the habitat. 

Species 

No significant protected species issues were identified during the walkover.   

The site did not support populations of ground nesting bird species (e.g. skylark) due to the current 
use and management regime.  The boundaries were likely to support nesting birds due to presence of 
dense shrubs and mature tree canopies.   

The site supports no significant pond features and there are none in the locality (or shown on the OS 
plan) so significant populations of amphibians are not anticipated.   

The site lacks structurally diverse habitats that would be suitable for populations of reptile species. 

A badger print was identified in soft mud on the ditch in the north-eastern corner of the site suggesting 
that badgers are present locally and may forage on and traverse the site.  No active setts where 
encountered so no significant constraints are present. 

Due to the lack of habitat diversity within the site, bat foraging activity would be limited.  The mature 
trees within the boundaries could offer some minor roosting opportunities for bats.  The boundaries 
are likely to be used by foraging bats due to the dense hedgerows and mature tree features present.  

The site did not support any notable plant species within the main grassland area. 


