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Mr Oliver King 
King & Co 
Marquis House 
68 Great North Road 
Hatfield 
Hertfordshire 
AL9 5ER  

Dear Oliver 

I believe that any future delivery of the site for residential purposes, or for that matter any development, will be faced by a 
number of significant transport challenges.  This said, I believe that there are opportunities to successfully address these 
challenges such that the site has potential to be redeveloped for residential purposes. 

I believe the primary transport challenges are: 

 The existing Heath Road railway bridge;

 Access to key local facilities by non-car modes of transport;

 The junction of Heath Road and the B197; and

 The function of the B197.

Heath Road Railway Bridge 

The width of the existing bridge and the restricted vertical visibility on the approaches to the crown of the bridge is likely to 
be considered a deficiency and a potential safety hazard if traffic flows over the bridge materially increase.  Further to this, 
there are no dedicated footways across the bridge and as such there is potential for vehicle and pedestrian conflict on the 
bridge. 

Whilst the obvious solution to this is a replacement bridge that is wider and includes footways, this would be an expensive 
and hard to deliver (engagement with Network Rail) option.  We have previously encountered similar situations and resolved 
these by successfully negotiating the signalisation of movements across a railway bridge to form single way working and 
use the redundant carriageway to provide a pedestrian route across the bridge.  

Access by Non-Car Modes 

In addition to the pedestrian issues related to the railway bridge it should also be highlighted that the existing pedestrian 
infrastructure along Heath Road is substandard.  Footways between the B197 and the railway bridge terminate in advance 
of the bridge and any continuation of these to the bridge will be reliant on an understanding of land availability in this area, 
especially the extent of adopted highway land, and an appropriate engineering solution given the bridge embankments to 
either side of the road.  Along the site side of the railway bridge there is a single footway of sub-standard width to the 
opposite side of Heath Road to the site, although this issue could be addressed through the provision of a new footway 
along the site frontage with (uncontrolled) pedestrian crossing points to the existing footway. 

Heath Road and B197 Junction 

During the weekday AM and PM peak periods the B197 carries a significant volume of traffic, to WGC in the AM peak and 
the reverse in the PM peak.  This volume of traffic together with a significant increase in traffic attempting to join the B197 
from Heath Road has the potential for capacity improvement works at the junction.  Given that the junction is a priority 
controlled junction with a ghost-island island turning lane then it may be that a signalised solution needs to be considered. 
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Function of the B197 

From experience of working on a major extension of the Tesco store to the south of Stevenage, which is accessed via the 
B197, I know that both the local highway authority and the strategic highway authority consider the B197 as an emergency 
route for when there is a major incident on the A1(M) so any material increase in traffic will need to be carefully assessed. 

Yours sincerely 

John Hopkins 

Director 


