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By email    

For the attention of: Simon Chivers  

Principal Planner - Projects 

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council 

The Campus 

Welwyn Garden City 

Hertfordshire 

AL8 6AE 

 

 

Our ref: 10009859 

Date: 4 April 2019 

 

 

Dear Simon 

 

Subject: Proposed Development at Symondshyde Farm 

 

Further to our visit to Symondshyde Farm on 19 December 2018 please find below our review of the Chalk 

Dissolution Hazard Review Technical Paper (the Technical Paper) prepared by JB Planning Associates and 

Wardell Armstrong LLP in October 2018 on behalf of Gascoyne Cecil Estates (the Estate) for the 

Symondshyde Strategic Allocation. 

 

Background Information  

 

Symondshyde Farm (the site) is located about 1km to the north-west of Hatfield and consists of about 

56.68ha of land. It is understood that the Estate are promoting a proposed new village at the site comprising 

1,130 No. dwellings with associated social and community infrastructure for allocation in the new Welwyn 

Hatfield Local Plan. We understand that this proposed new village has been the subject of a number of 

objections in particular from the Save Symondshyde Group who have raised issues via their Regulation 19 

Representations relating to land stability pointing out that the geology of the area and the terrain are 

consistent with the potential formation of sink holes. 

 

Arcadis understands that the Technical Paper forms part of a series of background papers prepared on 

behalf of the Estate to support the examination stage of the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan and that the purpose 

of this technical paper was to provide further commentary on concerns raised by the Save Symondshyde 

Group on sink hole formation associated with chalk dissolution hazards in the area of the strategic allocation 

at Symondshyde. 

 

Arcadis’ Site Visit 

  

An Engineering Geologist from Arcadis visited Symondshyde Farm on 19 December 2018 to inspect the 

features identified within the site by the walkover surveys carried out for Save Symondshyde Group by 

geologists from Imperial College and by Mr Patrick Bird, a professional geologist. Photographs of the 

features are provided below. 

     



 

Draft Letter Report for the Proposed Development at Symondshyde Farm   
  2 

 
Figure 1  – View towards the south-east showing feature No. 1, a depression located at the western end of 
the farm. This feature was identified as a possible sinkhole by a professional geologist representing Save 
Symondshyde Group. Although this feature wasn’t identified by Imperial College during their survey, they 
have subsequently identified this feature as being ‘most likely a sinkhole’. 
 

 
Figure 2  – Shows feature No. 11 located to the west of the farm buildings. This feature was identified by 
Imperial College during their survey as a ‘textbook example of a chalk sinkhole’ approximately 12m wide and 
4m deep. 


