
 

 

BY EMAIL AND BY POST (localplan@welhat.gov.uk)  
Louse St John Howe 
Programme Officer 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council  
Council Offices  
The Campus  
Welwyn Garden City  
Hertfordshire  
Al8 6AE 

 
 

Our ref: 20086/A3/EH  
15 August 2019  

Dear Ms St John Howe 
 
WELWYN AND HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
DRAFT LOCAL PLAN  
 
I am writing on behalf of Hill Residential, Landform Estates and Potterells Farm Partnership (the 
Promoters), who are promoting land at Welham Green (WeG3, WeG6 and WeG15 respectively) and I 
am participating at the Local Plan examination hearing sessions in support of these interests.    
 
In respect of additional documents EX103 (Welwyn Hatfield: Cabinet Planning & Parking Panel:  Local 
Plan Housing Update Report) and EX103A (Implications of a new Plan Period), the Promoters wish to 
raise their concern with the approach taken, as follows. 
 
It is now over two years since the Council submitted its Local Plan for Examination which included the 
Objectively Assessed Housing Need (OAHN) of 800 dwellings per annum (pa) for the Plan period 2013 
to 3032.  This equated to 15,200 dwellings.  Following Stages 2 and 3 of the Examination, and in 
addressing the Inspector’s concerns, the Council confirmed the Plan period would run for at least 15 
years from adoption.    
 
Due to further delays, the Council now anticipates the Plan will not be adopted until 2020 at the 
earliest and it has therefore proposed that the Plan be extended to 2035. Paragraph 4.19 of EX103 
sets out Approach B which would see the Plan period run from 2013 to 2035 at 800 homes pa.  This 
equates to 17,600 dwellings. However, Approach C includes deletion of years 2013 to 2015 (2,400 
dwellings), with the Plan period running from 2016 to 2035 and providing 15,200 dwellings.  
 
In artificially altering the start date of the Plan from 2013 to 2016, the Council cannot simply delete 
the housing delivery over these years and, if it does so, then the shortfall of these three years cannot 
simply be ignored but must be made up in the remainder of the Plan period.   
 



 

 

The Promotors believe that any attempt to lower the OANH by artificially reducing the Plan period 
would not be positive or justified in the context paragraph 16 of the NPPF and would result in the Plan 
being found unsound.  
 
We would therefore ask for your review of this proposal and a response to our concerns.  
 
Yours sincerely  

ED HANSON  
Associate  
 
cc:  Carol Hyland (WHBC) 

Erik Pagano (Landform Estates) 
Alex Chapman (Terence O’Rourke) 
Lee Melin (Hill Residential) 
Johnny Carew Pole (Potterells Farm Partnership) 

  
 

 
 
 
 


