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Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

International
Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1979)
The aims of this
Convention (adopted on
September 1979 in Bern
Switzerland and came
into force on 1 June
1982) are to conserve
wild flora and fauna and
their natural habitats,
especially those species
and habitats whose
conservation requires
the co-operation of
several States and to
promote such co-
operation.

Particular emphasis is
given to endangered and
vulnerable species,
including endangered
and vulnerable
migratory species.

It includes help for
implementation
(technical assistance on
legal and scientific
issues) and the setting-
up of the Emerald
Network - a Network
of Areas of Special

Objectives
The Convention aims to ensure conservation of wild flora and fauna species and
their habitats. Special attention is given to endangered and vulnerable species,
including endangered and vulnerable migratory species specified in appendices.

The Parties undertake to take all appropriate measures to ensure the
conservation of the habitats of the wild flora and fauna species. Such measures
should be included in the Parties planning and development policies and pollution
control with particular attention to the conservation of wild flora and fauna. The
Parties undertake to promote education and disseminate general information
concerning the need to conserve species of wild flora and fauna and their habitats.

The aims of the convention are threefold:
• to conserve wild flora and fauna and natural habitats
• to promote co-operation between States
• to give particular attention to endangered and vulnerable species, including

endangered and vulnerable migratory species

There is a general obligation for each Contracting Party to take action individually,
with respect to the conservation of wild flora and fauna and all natural habitats in
general, through:

1. Promotion of national policies for the conservation of wild flora, wild fauna
and natural habitats;

2. Integration of the conservation of wild flora and fauna into national planning,
development and environmental policies;

3. Promotion of education and disseminate information on the need to conserve
species of wild flora and fauna and their habitats.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

There is potential for conflict
between development and
biodiversity in the Borough,
especially if new housing
cannot be placed wholly on
previously developed land.

National and local level areas
of biodiversity value are wide
spread in the Borough
therefore new development
should minimise impacts on
such areas. Where possible,
net biodiversity increases
should be aimed for through
the utilisation of innovative
design such as brown / green
roofs etc.

The SA Framework should
ensure that biodiversity, in
terms of both habitats and
species (flora and fauna) are
covered.

The objectives outlined in
the Bern Convention on the
Conservation of European
Wildlife and Natural
Habitats are addressed in SA
criterion 4.6.
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

Conservation Interest
created in 1998 and
compatible with the EU
network Natura 2000,
as well as work on
monitoring and control
of threatened species.
Bonn Convention on Conservation of Migratory Species (1979)
The Convention on the
Conservation of
Migratory Species of
Wild Animals (also
known as CMS or the
Bonn Convention) aims
to conserve terrestrial,
marine and avian
migratory species
throughout their range.
It is an
intergovernmental
treaty, concluded under
the aegis of the United
Nations Environment
Programme, concerned
with the conservation of
wildlife and habitats on a
global scale. Since the
Convention's entry into
force, its membership
has grown steadily to
include 86 (as of 1 June
2004) Parties from
Africa, Central and

Objectives
Particular objectives set out for the involved Parties are that they shall:

a) Promote, co-operate and support research relating to migratory species;
b) Endeavour to provide immediate protection for migratory species included in

Appendix I; and
c) Endeavour to conclude Agreements covering the conservation and

management of migratory species included in Appendix II.

The Convention was agreed based on:
• Recognition that wild animals in their innumerable forms are an irreplaceable

part of the earth’s natural system which must be conserved for the good of
mankind

• Awareness that each generation of man holds the resources of the earth for
future generations and has an obligation to ensure that this legacy is
conserved and, where utilised, is used wisely

• Consciousness of the ever-growing value of wild animals from environmental,
ecological, genetic, scientific, aesthe tic, recreational, cultural, educational,
social and economic points of view

• Concern particularly with those species of wild animals that migrate across or
outside national jurisdictional boundaries

• Recognition that the States are and must be the protectors of the migratory
species of wild animals that live within or pass through their national
jurisdictional boundaries

• The conviction that conservation and effective management of migratory

The implication of the Bonn
Convention for the UK is
with regard to birds, as the
UK is located on the
migration route of a large
number of species.

At the European level, SPAs
are designated for Bird
Conservation under the Birds
Directive, often for their
importance to migratory
species. The nearest SPA,
the Lee/Lea Valley lies
outside of Welwyn Hatfield
but within 10km of the
Borough.

The objectives outlined in
the Bonn Convention on
Conservation of Migratory
Species are addressed in SA
criterion 4.6.
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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South America, Asia,
Europe and Oceania.

species of wild animals require the concerted action of all States within the
national jurisdictional boundaries of which such species spend any part of
their life cycle

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

Kyoto Protocol to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (1997)
The UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) was
adopted on 9th May
1992. It set out to
achieve stabil isation of
greenhouse gas
concentrations in the
atmosphere at safe
levels. The text of the
Kyoto Protocol was
adopted at the third
session of the
Conference of the
Parties to the UNFCCC
in Kyoto, Japan, on 11
December 1997.

Objectives
The ultimate objective of the Convention is “to achieve stabilisation of
atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gases at levels that would prevent
dangerous anthropogenic (human-induced) interference with the climate
system…” The Convention does not define what levels might be “dangerous”,
although it does state that ecosystems should be allowed to adapt naturally, food
supply should not be threatened, and economic development should be able to
proceed in a sustainable manner. Defining what we mean by “dangerous” is a
tough political question, involving social and economic considerations as well as
scientific judgement.

The Protocol set out a series of targets for specific greenhouse gases and
established a framework of actions and requirements to meet these targets with
the aim of achieving in a meaningful timeframe (up to 2012, with 1990 levels used
as base) the objective of the UN Framework Convention. The two agreements
are thus intrinsically linked with the Protocol essentially acting as a template for
action to meet the commitments made in the Framework Convention.

Targets
Does not contain any local targets but does contain the following higher level
targets:
• Limit the emissions of 6 greenhouse gases;
• Reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 5% below 1990 levels by 2008-12.

The UK has agreed to reduce emissions by 12.5% below 1990 levels by 2008-12
and a goal to a 20% reduction in CO2 emissions below 1990 levels by 2010

The LDF should seek to
identify measures to minimise
greenhouse gas emissions
resulting from development
and transport proposals.

High car dependency and
ownership in the Borough
makes this a difficult challenge
but it is a necessary issue to
address given the CO2

emissions in part resulting
from travel by car.

The SA Framework
specifically highlights
reducing greenhouse gas
emissions from built
development (SA criterion
4.1) and transport (SA
criterion 4.2).

Consideration of the
implications of climate
change is also covered in SA
criteria:

2.2: ensure there is no
increase in flood risk to
people or property, taking
into account climate change.

4.6: protect and enhance
biodiversity taking into
account the impacts of
climate change
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International importance, especially waterfowl habitat (1971)
The Convention on
Wetlands, signed in
Ramsar, Iran, in 1971, is
an intergovernmental
treaty that provides the
framework for national
action and international
co-operation for the
conservation and wise
use of wetlands and
their resources. There
are presently 138
Contracting Parties to
the Convention, with
1368 wetland sites,
designated for inclusion
in the Ramsar List of
Wetlands of
International
Importance.

The official name of the
treaty – The
Convention on
Wetlands of
International Importance
especially as Waterfowl
Habitat – reflects its
original emphasis on the
conservation and wise
use of wetlands

Objectives
The Convention’s Mission Statement is ‘the conservation and wise use of all
wetlands through local, regional and national actions and international co-
operation, as a contribution towards achieving sustainable development
throughout the world’.

The general objectives of the Ramsar Strategic Plan 2003-2008 are:

1. The wise use of wetlands: To stimulate and assist all Contracting Parties to
develop, adopt and use the necessary and appropriate instruments and
measures to ensure the wise use of all wetlands within their territories.

2. Wetlands of International Importance: To stimulate and support all
Contracting parties in the appropriate implementation of the Strategic
Framework and guidelines for the future development of the List of Wetlands
of International Importance, including the appropriate monitoring and
management of listed sites as a contribution to sustainable development.

3. International co-operation: To promote international co-operation through
the active application of the Guidelines for international co-operation under
the Ramsar Convention and in particular to mobilise additional financial and
technical assistance for wetland conservation and wise use.

4. Implementation capacity: To ensure that the Convention has the required
implementation mechanisms, resources and capacity to achieve its mission.

5. Membership: To progress towards the accession of all countries to the
Convention.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

There are no Ramsar sites in
Welwyn Hatfield Borough
itself; the nearest site is the
Lee Valley, situated
approximately 6 km east of
the Borough. Water quality
issues could affect this site
due to proximity to the Rye
Meads sewage treatment
works. This issue will also be
addressed through the
Habitats Regulations
Assessment and the
proposed Water Cycle Study.

Although the nearest
Ramsar site to Welwyn
Hatfield is located 6km away,
these sites should be
recognised in the SA
Framework to cover cross-
boundary issues, through
objectives highlighting the
protection and enhancement
of protected / designated
sites for biodiversity. It
should also be included in
the baseline information.

The objectives of the
Ramsar Convention are
largely reflected in SA
criterion 4.6.
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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primarily to provide
habitat for water birds.
Over the years,
however, the
Convention has
broadened its scope to
cover all aspects of
wetland conservation
and wise use,
recognising wetlands as
ecosystems that are
extremely important for
biodiversity
conservation in general
and for the well-being of
human communities.
Rio Declaration on Environment and Development (1992)
To establish a new and
equitable global
partnership through the
creation of new levels of
cooperation among
States, key sectors of
societies and people.

To work towards
international agreements
which respect the
interests of all and
protect the integrity of
the global environmental
and developmental
system.

Objectives
The protection of the environment and social and economic development are
fundamental to sustainable development.

Targets
No specific targets were set; 27 core Principles were established.

The LDF should have the
protection of the
environment and social and
economic development at its
core.

Sustainability is inherent in
the 27 Principles of the Rio
Declaration, which is
reflected in the SA
Framework as a whole.
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purpose of document
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

Recognise the integral
and interdependent
nature of the Earth, our
home.

The World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg (2002), Commitments arising from the Johannesburg Summit
The World Summit on
Sustainable
Development
represents a
reaffirmation of
international
commitment to
sustainable development
coming 30 years after
the Stockholm
commitment to tackle
environmental
degradation and 10
years after the Rio
Summit and Declaration
of 1992

Objectives
Key outcomes from the summit were the Johannesburg Declaration on
Sustainable Development - from our origins to the future and a Key Outcomes
statement mapping out commitments made by all parties. Many of these
commitments and outcomes relate to international efforts to tackle global
development issues, such as poverty and hunger, however others are
commitments to modifying behaviour and actions in each nation. A number of
the sustainable development commitments are relevant to land use planning, and
include:

• Integrate energy into country-led poverty reduction processes;
• Remove market barriers and create a level playing field for renewable energy

and energy efficiency;
• Greater resource efficiency;
• Support business innovation and take-up of best practice in technology and

management; work on waste and producer responsibility.

Targets
There are a number of follow-up processes but no specific targets

Key commitments selected
for their implications for the
LDF are:
• Remove market barriers

and create a level playing
field for renewable
energy and energy
efficiency;

• Greater resource
efficiency;

• Support business
innovation and take-up
of best practice in
technology and
management; work on
waste and producer
responsibility.

The selected key
commitments are reflected
in SA criteria 4.1, 4.2, 4.10.
and 6.1.

European
Aarhus Convention (1998, ratified February 2005)
The Convention
establishes a number of
rights of the public
(citizens and their
associations) with

Objectives
The Convention creates obligations in three fields or ‘pillars’:
• Public access to environmental information;
• Public participation in decision-making on matters related to the environment;

and

Public consultation and
access to information
supporting the decision-
making process must be
introduced in the procedures

The SA will be publicly
consulted upon alongside the
LDF, providing access to
information supporting the
decision-making process.
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purpose of document
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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regard to the
environment. Public
authorities (at national,
regional or local level)
are to contribute to
allowing these rights to
become effective.

• Access to justice (i.e. administrative or judicial review proceedings) in
environmental matters.

The Convention provides for:
• The right of everyone to receive environmental information that is held by

public authorities. This can include information on the state of the
environment, but also on policies or measures taken, or on the state of human
health and safety where this can be affected by the state of the environment.
Public authorities are obliged, under the Convention, to actively disseminate
environmental information in their possession;

• The right to participate from an early stage in environmental decision-making.
Arrangements are to be made by public authorities to enable citizens and
environmental organisations to comment on, for example, projects affecting the
environment, or plans and programmes relating to the environment; and

• The right to challenge, in a court of law, public decisions that have been made
without respecting the two aforementioned rights or environmental law in
general.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

for the drawing up of the
LDF in respects of matters
covered by the legislation and
Directives mentioned.

The SEA Directive requires
that public consultation is
carried out on the Draft Plan
and its accompanying
Environmental Report.

Air Quality Framework Directive (96/62/EC)
The Air Quality
Framework Directive
stipulates that in zones
and agglomerations in
which levels of one of
more pollutants exceed
certain limit values
Member States shall
prepare and implement
a plan or programme for
attain ing the limit value
within the specific time

Objectives
Objectives which may relate to regional planning:
• Obtain adequate information on ambient air quality and ensure that it is made

available to the public, inter alia by means of alert thresholds,
• Maintain ambient air quality where it is good and improve it in other cases.

Targets
This Directive covers the revision of previously existing legislation and the
introduction of new air quality standards for previously unregulated air pollutants,
setting the timetable for the development of daughter directives on a range of
pollutants. The list of atmospheric pollutants to be considered includes sulphur
dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, particulate matter, lead, ozone, benzene, carbon

There are no Air Quality
Management Areas in
Welwyn Hatfield Borough.

Increases in road traffic that
could occur as a result of the
LDF could potentially
negatively affect air quality in
the Borough. It is important
that development minimises
pollution to air and the
need/demand for travel,

Protecting good air quality is
covered primarily by SA
criterion 4.3; but is also
linked to SA criteria 4.2, 6.1,
and 6.4.
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Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

limit. In zones and
agglomerations, where
the level of more than
one pollutant is higher
than the limit values,
member states must
provide an integrated
plan covering all the
pollutants concerned.
The main purpose of
these plans is to
improve air quality.

monoxide, poly-aromatic hydrocarbons, cadmium, arsenic, nickel and mercury.
Targets and objectives from EU Directives must be adopted into UK legislation

particularly by motor vehicle,
is minimised to reduce
potential air pollution.

Bathing Water Quality Directive (76/160/EEC)
The quality of
designated bathing
waters in England is
monitored against
standards in the bathing
water regulations (SI
1991/1597), which come
from the EC Bathing
Water Directive
(76/160/EEC).
In October 2002, the
Commission adopted
the proposal for a
revised Directive of the
European Parliament
and of the Council
concerning the Quality
of Bathing Water. This
revision is still in the
proposal stage.

Objectives
The 1976 Bathing Water Directive has set binding standards for bathing waters
throughout the European Union.

Targets
Contains a set of mandatory (or imperative) standards, which should not be
exceeded, these are:
• 10,000 total coliforms per 100 millilitres (ml) of water
• 2,000 faecal coliforms per 100ml of water

In order for a bathing water to comply with the Directive, 95% of the samples (i.e.
at least 19 out of the 20 taken) must meet these standards, plus a range of other
criteria.

There are no designated
bathing water sites within
Welwyn Hatfield

Protecting the quality of
water resources is covered
by SA criterion 4.8.
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora (Directive 92/43/EC) (The Habitats Directive)
The EC Directive on the
Conservation of Wild
Birds (The Birds
Directive, 79/409/EEC)
and the EC Directive on
the Conservation of
Natural Habitats and
Wild Flora and Fauna
(The Habitats Directive,
92/43/EEC). Together,
they establish a
legislative framework for
protecting and
conserving Europe's
wildlife and habitats. The
directives implement in
Community law the
requirements of the
Bonn Convention on the
Conservation of
Migratory Species and
the Bern Convention on
the Conservation of
European Wildlife and
Natural Habitats.

The Conservation
(Natural Habitats & c)
Regulations 1994 (the
Habitats Regulations)
transposed the

Objectives
• The aim of this Directive shall be to contribute towards ensuring bio-diversity

through the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora in the
European territory of the Member States to which the Treaty applies.

• Measures taken pursuant to this Directive shall be designed to maintain or
restore, at favourable conservation status, natural habitats and species of wild
fauna and flora of Community interest.

• Measures taken pursuant to this Directive shall take account of economic,
social and cultural requirements and regional and local characteristics.

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

Article 6 of The Habitats
Directive outlines measures
needed to be undertaken by
Member States for the
protection of European
designated sites i.e. Natura
2000 sites (including Special
Protection Areas (SPAs),
Special Areas of
Conservation (SACs), and
RAMSAR sites).

Welwyn Hatfield Borough
contains 6 hectares of the
Wormley-Hoddesdon Park
Woods SAC, and the nearest
Ramsar site is 6km south east
of the Borough.

It is important that sites
identified as internationally
important for nature
conservation are not
adversely affected by
proposals in the LDF.

The protection and
enhancement of designated
sites and biodiversity are
addressed under SA
criterion 4.6.
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

requirements of these
Directives into national
law in Great Britain. At
the centre of the policy
is the creation of a
coherent ecological
network of protected
areas across the EU -
known as NATURA
2000 for habitats and
species considered to be
of outstanding
international significance
and therefore of
importance to the
maintenance of
biodiversity in the
European Union. Its
purpose is to maintain
or restore the habitats
and species at a
favourable conservation
status in their natural
range.
Directive on Conservation of Wild Birds (79/409/EEC) (The Birds Directive)
The Birds Directive
addresses the
conservation of all wild
birds throughout the
European Union,
including marine areas,
and covers their
protection,

Objectives
The main provisions of the Directive include:
• The maintenance of the favourable conservation status of all wild bird species

across their distributional range (Article 2) with the encouragement of various
activities to that end (Article 3).

• The identification and classification of Special Protection Areas for rare or
vulnerable species listed in Annex I of the Directive, as well as for all regularly
occurring migratory species, paying particular attention to the protection of

It is essential that sites
identified as important for
the conservation of birds are
protected. Welwyn Hatfield
Borough does not contain an
SPA; however the Lea Valley
SPA is located within 10km of
the Borough boundary.

The protection and
enhancement of designated
sites and biodiversity are
addressed under SA
criterion 4.6.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
10



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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management, control
and exploitation. It
applies to the birds,
their eggs, nests and
habitats. It places a
broad requirement on
Member States to take
necessary measures to
maintain the populations
of all wild birds at levels
determined by
ecological, scientific and
cultural needs. In doing
so, Member States must
also consider economic
and recreational needs.

wetlands of international importance (Article 4). (Together with Special Areas
of Conservation (SACs) designated under the Habitats Directive, SPAs form a
network of pan-European protected areas known as Natura 2000.)

• The establishment of a general scheme of protection for all wild birds (Article
5).

• Restrictions on the sale and keeping of wild birds (Article 6).
• Specification of the conditions under which hunting and falconry can be

undertaken (Article 7). (Huntable species are listed on Annex II.1) and Annex
II.2) of the Directive).

• Prohibition of large-scale non-selective means of bird killing (Article 8).
• Procedures under which Member States may derogate from the provisions of

Articles 5-8 (Article 9) — that is, the conditions under which permission may
be given for otherwise prohibited activities.

• Encouragement of certain forms of relevant research (Article 10).
• Requirements to ensure that introduction of non-native birds do not

threatened other biodiversity (Article 11).

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

Directive to Promote Electricity from Renewable Energy (2001/77/EC)
This Directive on ‘the
promotion of electricity
produced from
renewable energy
sources in the internal
electricity market’
addresses an obligation
to member states to
establish a programme
to increase the gross
consumption of
renewable energy based

Objectives
The purpose of this Directive is to promote an increase in the contribution of
renewable energy sources to electricity production in the internal market for
electricity and to create a basis for a future Community framework thereof.

Targets
The UK target is for renewables to account for 10% of UK consumption by 2010.

The LDF should seek to
encourage development
which utilises renewable
sources of energy to
contribute to the targets
outlined in the Directive.

The objectives set out in this
Directive are reflected in SA
criteria 4.1 and 6.10.
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electricity (“green
electricity”) by 2010.
The Directive also calls
on Member States to
adopt and publish a
report setting national
indicative targe ts for
future consumption of
electricity produced
from renewable energy
sources for the next 10
years.
Energy Performance in Buildings Directive (2002/91/EEC)
Transposed into
Member State legislation
in January 2006, the
Directive aims to ensure
that building standards
across Europe place a
high emphasis on
minimising energy
consumption.

Objectives
The objective of the Directive is to “promote the improvement of the energy
performance of buildings within the European Community, taking into account
outdoor climatic and local conditions, as well as indoor climate requirements and
cost effectiveness”.

Targets
The Directive contains a number of parameters each Member State must meet
such as the requirement for new large buildings (over 1 000 m2) to undertake a
full feasibility assessment of alternative heating and energy supply systems before
construction starts.

The LDF should ensure that
all new buildings are
constructed to the highest
energy performance
requirements, and aim to
increase the energy
performance of existing
buildings. Where existing
large buildings undergo major
refurbishment or renovation,
energy performance
improvements should be
incorporated.

The objectives set out in this
Directive are reflected in SA
criterion 4.1.

Directive concerning the protection of waters against pollution caused by nitrates from agricultural sources (Nitrates Directive) (91/676/EEC)
The Directive aims to
reduce and prevent the
pollution of water
caused by nitrates from
agricultural sources. It
is designed both to

The Directive aims to reduce and prevent the pollution of water caused by
nitrates from agricultural sources.
It is designed both to safeguard current and future drinking water resources and
to prevent wider ecological damage in the form of eutrophication.
The Directive requires action in two circumstances:
• Where nitrate levels are high (above 50mgs) or showing a trend towards this

The LDF should seek to
minimise development which
is likely to contribute to
impacts on water quality in
the Borough.

Soil protection, in relation to
maintaining healthy water
supplies is covered in SA
criterion 4.10.
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safeguard current and
future drinking water
resources and to
prevent wider ecological
damage in the form of
eutrophication.

level; and/or
• Where waters are eutrophic or may become eutrophic.
Protective action can take one of two forms:
• Designation of Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZ) and the establishment of an

action programme of protective measures which applies within the zones; or
• Establishment of a ‘total territory’ approach and the application of an action

programme to the whole of a national territory.
The UK followed the designation of NVZs – designating 66 NVZs, covering some
600,000 hectares (8%) of England, were designated in 1996 to protect drinking
waters from nitrate pollution.

European Biodiversity Strategy (February 1998)
The Strategy aims to
anticipate, prevent and
attack the causes of
significant reduction or
loss of biological
diversity at the source.
This will help both to
reverse present trends
in biodiversity reduction
or losses and to place
species and eco-systems,
which includes agro-
ecosystems, at a
satisfactory conservation
status, both within and
beyond the territory of
the European Union.

Objectives
The EBS is developed around 4 major themes:
• Conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity;
• Sharing of benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources;
• Research, identification, monitoring and exchange of information; and
• Education, training and awareness.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should consider
biodiversity impacts within al l
its objectives and policies.

Biodiversity impacts are
considered in SA criterion
4.6.

EU Sixth Environmental Action Programme 2002-2012 (2002)
The 6th EAP promotes
full integration of

Objectives
The 6th EAP identifies four priority areas:

The LDF should consider the
four EAP priority areas within

The EAP priority areas are
considered in a number of
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environmental
protection requirements
into all Community
policies and actions and
provides the
environmental
component of the
Community's strategy
for sustainable
development.

• Climate change
• Nature and diversity
• Environment and health
• Natural resources and health

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

all its objectives and policies. SA criteria under the
following SA long-term
objectives:
1: Health Improvements
2: Safer Communities
4: Improving the
Environment
6: A Thriving Economy

Proposal for a Directive establishing a framework for the protection of soil (2006/0086) (COD)
The Directive aims to fill
the gap in Community
legislation on soil
protection. Information
available suggests that,
over recent decades,
there has been a
significant increase of
soil degradation
processes, and there is
evidence that they will
further increase if no
action is taken.

Objectives
To establish a common strategy for the protection and sustainable use of soil
based on the principles of integration of soil concerns into other policies,
preservation of soil functions within the context of sustainable use, prevention of
threats to soil and mitigation of their effects, as well as restoration of degraded
soils to a level of functionality consistent at least with the current and approved
future use.

Targets
The proposal does not contain specific targets but it does provide for Member
States to establish risk reduction targets and programmes of measures to reach
those targets.

The LDF should ensure that
developments have a soil
management plan, reflecting
the correct storage and use
of soil, whilst also
encouraging sustainable soil
management practices,
especially in the agricultural
and construction sectors.

The protection of soil is
considered in SA criterion
4.10.

Renewed EU Sustainable Development Strategy (June 2006)
The document sets out
a single, coherent
strategy on how the EU
will more effectively live
up to its long-standing
commitment to meet
the challenges of
sustainable

Objectives
The strategy sets overall objectives, targe ts and concrete actions for seven key
priority challenges for the coming period until 2010, many of which are
predominantly environmental:
• Climate change and clean energy
• Sustainable transport
• Sustainable production and consumption
• Public health threats

The LDF should give due
consideration to objectives
and targets set out in this
Strategy.

Increases in sustainable
transport usage should be a
particular aim for the LDF

Sustainability is inherent in
the SA Framework as a
whole.
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Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

development. It
recognises the need to
gradually change our
current unsustainable
consumption and
production patterns and
move towards a better
integrated approach to
policy-making

• Better management of natural resources
• Social inclusion, demography and migration
• Fighting global poverty

Targets
There are a number of targets set out in the document that are relevant to the
different objectives of the Strategy

due to higher CO2 emissions
from this sector in the
Borough compared to other
local areas in Hertfordshire.

Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC)
The Directive aims to
protect the environment
from the adverse effects
of urban wastewater
discharges and
discharges from certain
industrial sectors.

Objectives
The Directive lays down emission standards, or percentage reductions in pollutant
concentrations, for discharges from sewerage treatment works (STWs) serving a
population equivalent of 2000 or more Sewerage will normally receive secondary
(biological) treatment, but in some estuarine or coastal areas, where there is a
high natural dispersion of the discharge, primary treatment (involving settlements
of solids) may be considered acceptable. Discharges into areas designated as
‘sensitive’ will require more stringent treatment, e.g. removal of nutrients such as
nitrogen and phosphorus.

Targets
The specified dates set by the Directive for its requirements on treatment levels
to be met range from 1998 to 2005.

In preparing the LDF, it will
be important to take into
account the potential effects
of population and
employment growth on
demand for waste water
treatment in the urban areas
to meet the objectives of the
Waste Water Treatment
Directive.

Protection of water quality
through appropriate urban
waste water treatment is
covered in SA criterion 4.8.

Waste Framework Directive (91/156/EEC)
To set up a system for
the co-ordinated
management of waste
within the European
Community in order to
limit waste production.
Member states must
promote the prevention,
recycling and conversion

Objectives
Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that waste is
recovered or disposed of without endangering human health and without using
processes or methods which could harm the environment, and in particular:

• Without risk to water, air, soil and plants and animals;
• Without causing a nuisance through noise or odours;
• Without adversely affecting the countryside or places of special interest.

The LDF should consider
impacts of waste disposal on
water, air, soil, plants and
animals and the possible
nuisance caused by odours
and noise.

The LDF can encourage
recycling by ensuring that al l

Making efficient use of
resources and minimising the
disposal of waste to landfill is
covered in SA criterion 4.9.
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purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

of wastes with a view to
their re-use.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

new developments have
adequate individual and
collective space to allow
sorting of waste for reuse,
recycling or composting.

Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC)
The Directive
establishes a new
integrated approach to
the protection,
improvement and
sustainable use of water
bodies, introducing a
statutory system of
analysis and planning
based upon the river
basin.

Objectives
The 2000 Water Framework Directive imposes a statutory responsibility on
Member States to ensure all water bodies meet certain water quality standards.
The four main stages of implementation are:
• Environmental and economic assessment (‘characterisation’) of River Basin

Boroughs including identification of pressures and impacts.
• Environmental monitoring based on RBD characterisation.
• Setting of environmental objectives.
• Designing and carrying out a programme of measures to achieve these

environmental objectives.

The Directive aims to establish a framework for the protection of inland surface
waters, transitional waters, coastal waters and groundwater which:
• Prevents further deterioration and protects and enhances the status of aquatic

ecosystems and, with regard to their water needs, terrestrial ecosystems and
wetlands directly depending on the aquatic ecosystems;

• Promotes sustainable water use based on a long-term protection of available
water resources;

• Aims at enhanced protection and improvement of the aquatic environment,
inter alia, through specific measures for the progressive reduction of
discharges, emissions and losses of priority substances and the cessation or
phasing-out of discharges, emissions and losses of the priority hazardous
substances;

• Ensures the progressive reduction of pollution of groundwater and prevents its
further pollution; and

• Contributes to mitigating the effects of floods and droughts.

The LDF will have a
significant role to play in
protecting and managing
water resources. It is
important that the issues and
measures presented in the
Directive are considered in
the LDF, in particular:
• Protect and enhance

aquatic ecosystems;
• Protect water resources;
• Reduction of pollution of

groundwater; and
• Mitigation of the effects of

floods and droughts.

The LDF will need to
encourage development to
be located and designed so as
to protect the ecological
status of water bodies.

Where information is
available in the Catchment
Abstraction Management
Strategies (Upper Lea
CAMS), this will need to be

The aims of the Water
Framework Directive are
largely reflected in SA
criteria 4.7 and 4.8.
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purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

Targets
The WFD sets a target for all water bodies in Member States to reach ‘Good
Ecological Status’ by 2015. However, exactly what constitutes ‘Good Ecological
Status’ has not yet been defined.
Water bodies classified as artificial or heavily modified will need to meet the
alternate requirement of ‘Good Ecological Potential’, although exactly how this
differs from ‘good ecological status’ has also not yet been defined.

taken into account in the
formulation of Welwyn
Hatfield’s LDF.

National
Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustainable Development (February 2005)
PPS1 sets out the
Government’s vision for
planning and the key
policies and principles
that should underpin the
planning system. It sets
a framework for specific
policies, which are set
out in the thematic
Planning Policy
Statements. PPS1
complements those
documents but is not a
substitute for the
detailed guidance in
those PPSs. In particular,
the way in which
sustainable development
objectives should be
approached in detail in
specific policy areas will
be covered as
appropriate in the

Objectives
PPS1 supports the reform programme and, in particular, the Government’s
objectives for planning culture change, by setting out the Government’s vision for
planning, and the key policies and princip les that should underpin the planning
system. These are built around three themes:
• Sustainable development – the purpose of the planning system.
• The spatial planning approach.
• Community involvement in planning.

The key policy messages are:
• The need for planning authorities to take an approach based on integrating the

four aims of sustainable development: economic development; social inclusion;
environmental protection; and prudent use of resources.

• The need for positive planning to achieve sustainable development objectives
and proactive management of development, rather than simply regulation and
control.

• The need for plans to set clear visions for communities and help to integrate
the wide range of activities relating to development and regeneration.

• The need for the planning system to be transparent, accessible and
accountable, and to actively promote participation and involvement.

Targets

The LDF should integrate
policies for the development
and use of land with other
policies and programmes that
influence the nature of places
and how they function. The
LDF should, however, not
repeat national policy.

The SA framework includes
objectives relating to
economic development,
social inclusion,
environmental protection
and prudent use of natural
resources as outlined in
PPS1.
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purpose of document
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

relevant thematic PPS. Does not contain any targets.
Planning Policy Statement 1 (supplement): Planning and Climate Change (December 2007)
This supplement to PPS1
sets out how spatial
planning should
contribute to reducing
emissions and stabilising
climate change
(mitigation) and take
into account the
unavoidable
consequences
(adaptation).

Objectives
Regional planning bodies, and all planning authorities should prepare and deliver
spatial strategies that:
• make a full contribution to delivering the Government’s Climate Change

Programme and energy policies, and in doing so contribute to global
sustainability;

• in enabling the provision of new homes, jobs, services and infrastructure and
shaping the places where people live and work, secure the highest viable
standards of resource and energy efficiency and reduction in carbon emissions;

• deliver patterns of urban growth that help secure the fullest possible use of
sustainable transport for moving freight, public transport, cycling and walking;
and, overall, reduce the need to travel, especially by car;

• secure new development and shape places resilient to the effects of climate
change in ways consistent with social cohesion and inclusion;

• sustain biodiversity, and in doing so recognise that the distribution of habitats
and species will be affected by climate change;

• reflect the development needs and interests of communities and enable them
to contribute effectively to tackling climate change; and,

• respond to the concerns of business and encourage competitiveness and
technological innovation.

The PPS supplement also sets out a number of key concerns to be taken into
account by planning authorities when deciding the suitability of development sites
and energy supplies.

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

This is a key document that
needs to be taken into
account during the
preparation of the LDF.
Energy usage and adaptation
to climate change must also
be central to the LDF.

The SA Framework
specifically highlights
reducing the causes of
climate change through SA
criteria 4.1 and 4.2.

Consideration of the
implications of climate
change is covered in relation
to a range of SA criteria
including: 2.2 and 4.6.

Planning Policy Guidance 2: Green Belts (January 1995, amended March 2001)
This PPG outlines a
range of issues relating

Objectives
The use of land in the Green Belt has a positive role to play in fulfilling the

79% of land within the
Borough is classified as Green

SA criteria include measures
to protect, enhance and
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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to Green Belts. The
fundamental aim of
Green Belt policy is to
prevent urban sprawl by
keeping land
permanently open; the
most important
attribute of Green Belts
is their openness.

following objectives:
• Provide opportunities for access to the open countryside for the urban

population;
• Provide opportunities for outdoor sport and recreation near urban areas;
• Retain attractive landscapes and enhance townscapes near where people live;
• To improve damaged and derelict land around towns;
• To secure nature conservation interest; and
• To retain land in agricultural, forestry and related uses.

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

Belt, which exerts a strong
restraint on urban expansion.

restore biodiversity,
promote healthy lifestyles
and provide access to good
quality greenspace. By
keeping land permanently
open, Green Belt policies
may help in reaching these
objectives.

Planning Policy Statement 3 – Housing (November, 2006)
PPS 3: Housing has been
developed in response
to recommendations in
the Barker Review of
Housing Supply in March
2004.

This PPS outlines a
range of issues relating
to the provision of
housing. It provides
guidance on planning the
provision of new
housing on a regional
basis and on the
allocation of land for
housing by local
authorities.

A principal aim of PPS3
is to underpin the

Objectives
The Government’s key housing policy goal is to ensure that everyone has the
opportunity of living in a decent home, which they can afford, in a community
where they want to live. To achieve this, the Government is seeking:
• To achieve a wide choice of high quality homes, both affordable and market

housing, to address the requirements of the community.
• To widen opportunities for home ownership and ensure high quality housing

for those who cannot afford market housing, in particular those who are
vulnerable or in need.

• To improve affordability across the housing market, including by increasing the
supply of housing.

• To create sustainable, inclusive, mixed communities in all areas, both urban and
rural.

At the local level, Local Development Documents should set out a strategy for the
planned location of new housing which contributes to the achievement of
sustainable development. Local Planning Authorities should, working with
stakeholders, set out the criteria to be used for identifying broad locations and
specific sites taking into account a number of issues such as:
• need;

PPG3 is fundamental to
developing the LDF. Welwyn
Hatfield Borough Council
should take into account the
objectives of the PPS to
improve the affordability and
supply of housing in all
communities, including rural
areas. Welwyn Hatfield
Borough Council should seek
to create high quality housing
that contributes to the
creation and maintenance of
sustainable rural communities
the area’s market towns and
villages.

The need to deliver a range
of different types of housing
is addressed through SA
long-term objective 5:
Decent Housing and
criterion 5.1.

Another relevant criterion is
4.1.
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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Government’s response
to the Barker Review of
Housing Supply and the
necessary step-change in
housing delivery,
through a new, more
responsive approach to
land supply at the local
level.

• the spatial vision for the area;
• cutting CO2 emissions;
• site-based constraints or risks;
• community facilities;
• housing options; and
• maintaining and enhancing the sustainability of rural areas.

Target
30 dwellings per hectare net should be used as a national indicative minimum to
guide policy development and decision-making, until local density policies are in
place.
The national annual targe t is that at least 60 per cent of new housing should be
provided on previously developed land.

Delivering Affordable Housing (Companion Statement to PPS3) (2006)
The aim of this
document is to support
local authorities and
other key players in
delivering more high
quality affordable
housing within mixed
sustainable communities
by using all tools
available to them. It
outlines the affordable
housing challenge that
needs to be met, and
provides information on
how existing delivery
mechanisms operate to
help in delivery.

This document should

Targets
Local authorities should consider the following issues when working on the
delivery of affordable housing:
• Developing an early dialogue with the Housing Corporation on availability of

grants in relation to the setting of affordable housing targets and considering
applications for individual developments.

• The availability of both public and private investment in the delivery of
affordable housing, and its impact on the viability of sites and the level of
affordable housing targets (overall and site specific) and thresholds. The targets
should reflect the definition of affordable housing and an assessment of the
likely economic viability in PPS3 (paragraph 29).

• Adopting flexible practices when considering choice of provider. The
Government supports a ‘mixed economy’ of providers, including the private
sector and community trusts, as long as homes meet the standards expected of
affordable housing and are value for money.

• Understand clearly the mechanisms for ensuring affordable housing is retained
in the affordable housing market, including through buy back, and for requiring
the recycling of public subsidy to ensure the most efficient and proper use of

Welwyn Hatfield Borough
Council should take into
account the objectives of the
Companion Guide to
improve the supply of
affordable housing in all
communities, including rural
areas.

The need to deliver a range
of different types of housing
is addressed through SA
criterion 5.1.
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be read in conjunction
with Planning Policy
Statement 3 (PPS3)
Housing.

public resources and help meet future affordable housing need.
• Entering into service level agreements with HomeBuy Agents to protect

nomination rights and alignment of sales policies for homes, including those
without grant funding.

• The level of management and other charges occupiers will have to pay on a
development, and ensuring practical payment arrangements are in place when
seeking developer contributions.

• Challenging developers to produce high quality housing designs that help
integrate affordable and market units in a mixed community.

Planning Policy Guidance 4: Industrial, commercial development and small firms (November 1992)
This PPG sets out the
Governments intentions
for the planning systems
role in integrating
economic development
with environmental
good sense.

This PPG will be
cancelled when the new
PPS 4 is produced.

Objectives
PPG 4 does not in itself provide a specific set of objectives. It does, however,
describe the way in which the Town and Country Planning Act (1990) provides for
the needs of business and industry and highlights how commercial and industrial
considerations and opportunities could be addressed through the development
plan process whilst meeting the objectives of the Environment White Paper “This
Common Inheritance.” It also outlines guiding principles that are relevant
including:
• The principles of sustainable development that require the responsible use of

man-made and natural resources by all concerned in a way that ensures that
future generations are not worse off.

• Development plans should give industrial and commercial developers and local
communities greater certainty about the types of development that will or will
not be permitted in a given location.

• Local planning authorities should consult widely to ensure that all those with an
interest have an opportunity to influence their emerging policies.

• Planning authorities should ensure that their development plans contain clear
land-use policies for different types of industrial and commercial development
and positive policies to provide for the needs of small businesses.

• Where appropriate, plans should provide specifically for the types of industry
which, although necessary, may be detrimental to amenity or a potential source
of pollution.

The LDF is likely to result in
some employment related
development taking place in
Welwyn Hatfield. They
should be prepared taking
into account the guiding
principles in PPG4 including
positive policies on the
nature of industrial and
commercial development that
are environmentally sensitive.

There are a large number of
SA objectives that reflect the
guiding principles in PPG 4,
including:
Long-term objective 6: A
thriving economy and its
associated criteria.

Criteria 4.1 and 4.10.
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• The potential of river and rail transportation in the distribution of goods.
• The planning system should operate on the basis that applications for

development should be allowed, having regard to the development plan and all
material considerations, unless the proposed development would cause
demonstrable harm to interests of acknowledged importance

• Optimum use should be made of potential sites and existing premises in inner
cities and other urban areas, taking into account such factors as accessibility by
public transport, particularly in the case of labour-intensive uses.

• The potential of mixed use sites.

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

Consultation Paper on a new Planning Policy Statement 4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Development (December 2007)
This paper sets out the
Government’s intentions
of how planning bodies
should plan for
sustainable economic
growth in the wider
context of delivering
sustainable
development, and how
they should respond to
the challenges of the
global economy, in their
plan policies and
planning decisions.

Consultation closing
date 17th March 2008.

The Government’s key policy outcomes for economic development are to:
• Raise the productivity of the UK economy;
• Maximise job opportunities for all;
• Improve the economic performance of all English regions and reduce the gap

in economic growth rates between regions;
• Deliver sustainable development, the key principles of which, including

responding to climate change, are set out in Planning Policy Statement 1 and
the annex to PPS1 on Climate Change;

• Build Prosperous communities by improving the economic performance of
cities, sub-regions and local areas, promoting regeneration and tackling
deprivation.

The Government’s objectives to achieve positive planning for economic
development are:

• A good range of sites identified for economic development and mixed-use
development;

• A good supply of land and buildings which offers a range of opportunities
for creating new jobs in large and small businesses as well as start-up
firms and which is responsive to changing needs and demands;

This is a key document that
needs to be taken into
account during the
preparation of the LDF, to
raise productivity and
improve economic
opportunities in light of
future sustainability
challenges to the global
economy.

The SA framework includes
the long-term objective 6: A
thriving economy and its
associated criterions relating
to sustainable economic
development.
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• High quality development and inclusive design for all forms of economic
development;

• Avoiding adverse impacts on the environment, but where these are
unavoidable, providing mitigation; and

• Shaping travel demand by promoting sustainable travel choices wherever
possible.

Planning Policy Statement 6: Planning for Town Centres (March 2005)
This PPS sets out the
Government’s national
policies and principles
on issues relating to
planning for the future
of town centres and the
main uses that relate to
them. These policies
are firmly based on the
principles of sustainable
development and the
need to sustain and
enhance the role of
town centres for the
benefit of all.

This PPS replaces
Revised Planning Policy
Guidance Note 6: Town
Centres and Retail
Developments (PPG6,
1996).

Objectives
The Government's key objective for town centres is to promote vital and viable
city, town and other centres by planning for the growth and development of
existing centres, and promoting and enhancing existing centres, by focusing
development in such centres and encouraging a wide range of services in a good
environment, accessible to all.

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

The LDF should reflect PPS6
ensuring that in addition to
avoiding adverse impacts on
town centres as a result of
development, town centres
are enhanced by focusing
development in such centres
as Welwyn Garden City and
Hatfield.

SA criteria 4.5 and 6.3
reflect the objectives of
PPS6.

Planning Policy Statement 7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas (August 2004)
This PPS sets out the
Government’s national
policies on sustainable

Objectives
PPS 7 follows four of the Government’s Objectives for rural areas:
• To raise the quality of life and the environment in rural areas;

The LDF will need to take
account of the objectives set
out in PPS 7 in supporting

SA criterion 6.4 covers
support for rural
communities. Criterion 4.4
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development in rural
areas. The policies apply
to the rural areas,
including country towns
and villages and the
wider, largely
undeveloped
countryside up to the
fringes of larger urban
areas.

• To promote more sustainable patterns of development;
• Promoting the development of the English regions by improving their economic

performance so that all are able to reach their full potential;
• To promote sustainable, diverse and adaptable agricultural sectors.

Key Principles
PPS 7 sets out six key principles for sustainable development that should be
applied in combination with all the policies within the PPS. Policies are split under
the headings:

Sustainable Rural Communities, Economic Development and Services
The PPS provides for the facilitation and promotion of sustainable patterns of
development and sustainable communities in rural areas. Local Development
Documents (LDDs) should include policies to sustain, enhance and, where
appropriate, revital ise country towns and villages. In addition to policies
promoting strong, diverse, economic activity, whils t maintain ing local character
and a high quality environment.

The Countryside
LDDs should seek recognise, maintain and enhance the environmental, economic
and social value of the countryside, to enable the countryside to remain an
important natural resource, contribute to national and regional prosperity and be
enjoyed by all.

Agriculture, Farm Diversification, Equine-Related Activities and Forestry
LDDs should recognise the roles of agriculture, including in the maintenance and
management of the countryside and most of our valued landscapes, and support
certain development proposals. The presence of best and most versatile
agricultural land should be taken into account alongside other sustainability issues.
Farm diversification should be recognised and supported where appropriate.
Equine enterprises that maintain environmental quality and countryside character
should be supported, and Governmental forestry policy should be reflected in
LDDs.

rural practices and economic
viability.

seeks to protect and
enhance open space and
landscape character,
retaining local
distinctiveness.
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Tourism and Leisure
LDDs should recognise that tourism and leisure activities are vital to many rural
economies. Rural tourism and leisure development should be supported provided
they do not harm the area’s character, are appropriately controlled and subject to
close assessment of their advantages and disadvantages to the locality in terms of
sustainable development objectives.

Planning Policy Guidance 8: Telecommunications (August 2001)
PPG 8 sets out the
Government policy gives
guidance on planning for
telecommunications
development - including
radio masts and towers,
antennas of all kinds,
radio equipment
housing, public call
boxes, cabinets, poles
and overhead wires

Objectives
The overall objective of the telecommunications policy is to ensure that people
have a choice as to who provides their telecommunications service, a wider range
of services from which to choose and equitable access to the latest technologies
as they become available. The Government's policy is to facilitate the growth of
new and existing telecommunications systems whilst keeping the environmental
impact to a minimum. The Government also has responsibility for protecting
public health.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should take into
account the opportunities
available for ensuring a high
standard of
telecommunications services
in the Borough, and the
incentive this can provide for
promoting investment and
education and skills
development.

However, the environmental
and social impact of
telecommunications
equipment must also be
taken into account.

The objectives set out in this
PPS are reflected in SA
criteria 6.1 and 6.6.

Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (August 2005)
This sets out the
Government’s national
policies for the
conservation of
biodiversity and
geodiversity. In the
context of the PPS,
biodiversity is the

Objectives
The PPS sets out the Government’s objectives as set out in Working with the
Grain of Nature: a biodiversity strategy for England. These are:
• To promote sustainable development
• To conserve, enhance and restore the diversity of England’s wildlife and

geology
• To contribute to an urban renaissance
• To contribute to rural renewal

The LDF should have regard
to the objective of protecting
and enhancing biodiversity
and geodiversity in Welwyn
Hatfield, especially given that
the Wormley-Hoddesdon
Park Woods SAC extends
into the Borough.

SA criterion 4.6 seeks to
protect and enhance
biodiversity, taking into
account the impacts of
climate change.
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variety of life in all its
forms as discussed in
the UK Biodiversity
Action Plan and
geological conservation
relates to sites that are
designated for their
geology and/or
geomorphological
importance.

It also sets out key principles which LPAs should adhere to, to ensure the that the
potential impacts of planning decisions on biodiversity and geological conservation
are fully considered:
• Plan policies and planning decisions should be based upon up-to-date

information about the environmental characteristics of their areas.
• Plan policies should seek to maintain, or enhance, or add to biodiversity and

geological conservation interests.
• Plan policies on the form and location of development should take a strategic

approach to the conservation and enhancement of biodiversity and geology,
and recognise the contributions that individual sites and areas make to
conserving these resources within a wider environment.

• Subject to other planning conditions, development seeking to conserve or
enhance the biodiversity and geological conservation interests of the area
and/or the immediate locality should be permitted.

• LPAs should consider whether proposed developments can be accommodated
without causing harm to biodiversity and geological conservation interests.

• Where development will result in unavoidable and significant adverse impacts
on biodiversity and geological conservation, planning permission for it should
only be granted where adequate mitigation measures are put in place.

• Development policies should promote opportunities for the incorporation of
beneficial biodiversity and geological features within the design of development.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Planning for Biodiversity and Geological Conservation – A Guide to Good Practice (March 2006)
The aim of the guide is
to provide good practice
guidance, via case
studies and examples,
on the ways in which
regional planning bodies

Opportunities
It would be good practice to ensure that the principles for producing local
development frameworks are applied to support the objectives of PPS9 for
biodiversity and geological conservation by:
• Applying a spatial planning approach whereby the LDF seeks to deliver the

objectives of broader biodiversity/geodiversity strategies and to ensure these

WHBC should aspire to
incorporate the principles set
out in the good practice
guide to ensure that
biodiversity and geodiversity
are taken fully into account in

SA criterion 4.6 seeks to
protect and enhance
biodiversity, taking into
account the impacts of
climate change.
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and local planning
authorities can help
deliver the national
policies in PPS9 and
comply with legal
requirements in the
Government Circular
Biodiversity and Geological
Conservation – statutory
obligations and their
impact within the planning
system.

are integrated in all land use and development sectors.
• Setting a basis for development control which seeks to promote positive

benefits to biodiversity and geological conservation.
• Ensuring that the various local development documents within the LDF provide

the scope necessary to achieve the above objectives.
• Securing a strong evidence base on biodiversity and geological conservation to

satisfy the requirements of sustainability appraisal and the tests of soundness.
• Fully engaging all stakeholders in the process of preparing the LDF and

frontloading their involvement.
• Setting ambitious but achievable targets to monitor progress in securing

objectives for biodiversity and geological conservation.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

the LDF, through impact
reduction and mitigation and
maximising enhancement
opportunities.

Planning Policy Statement 10: Planning for Sustainable Waste Management (July 2005)
PPS 10 sets out the
national policy for land
use planning issues
relating to waste
management.

Objectives
The statement sets out a number of key planning objectives that aim to
• Drive waste management up the waste hierarchy;
• Provide sufficient and timely provision of waste management facilities that meet

the needs of their communities;
• Implement the national waste strategy and support European legislation;
• Secure the recovery and disposal of waste does not harm the human health or

the environment
• Ensure waste is disposed of as near as possible to the place of production
• Reflect the concerns and interests of local communities, needs of waste

collection/disposal authorities and business and encourages competition
• Protect the Green Belt, but, recognise that some types of waste management

facilities have wider environmental and economic benefits of waste
management are a material consideration

• Ensure that the layout and design of new development support sustainable
waste management

• Self-sufficiency that represents the volume and composition of waste generated

Although Hertfordshire
County Council is the waste
planning authority for
Welwyn Hatfield Borough,
WHBC can still encourage
the reduction, reuse and
recycling of waste. Not least
through ensuring that
developments contain space
for individual and community
waste separation facilities.

This issue is reflected in SA
criterion 4.9.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
27



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

at the regional level

The statement details the requirements of the regional planning bodies over the
next 15-20 years, taking into consideration national forecasts and the capacity of
urban and rural areas and providing guidance on determining capacity. The
statement also provides a sequential approach to identifying sites and locations
and guidance in determining planning applications.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Planning Policy Statement 12: Local Development Frameworks (September 2004)
The policies in this
statement focus on
procedural policy and
the process of preparing
local development
documents (these will
comprise the Local
Development
Framework).

Objectives
PPS 12 does not set out any specific objectives but instead provides Governmental
policy on the preparation of LDDs.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should meet the
requirements of PPS 12 – to
‘set out the key elements of
the planning framework for
the area’.

The SA objectives and
criteria identify the broad
range of issues that should
be considered in promoting
sustainability consistent with
PPS12.

Planning Policy Guidance Note 13: Transport (March 2001)
The objectives of this
PPG13 are to integrate
planning and transport
at the national, regional,
strategic and local level
to:
• Promote more

sustainable transport
choices for both
people and for
moving freight;

Objectives
In order to deliver the objectives of this guidance, when preparing development
plans and considering planning applications, local authorities should:
1. actively manage the pattern of urban growth to make the fullest use of public

transport, and focus major generators of travel demand in city, town and
Borough centres and near to major public transport interchanges;

2. locate day to day facilities which need to be near their clients in local centres
so that they are accessible by walking and cycling;

3. accommodate housing principally within existing urban areas, planning for
increased intensity of development for both housing and other uses at
locations which are highly accessible by public transport, walking and cycling;

It is important that the LDF
takes into account the
objectives set out in PPG13.
Development should be
planned in such a way that
the need to travel by motor
vehicle is reduced, and jobs
and services are accessible on
foot and by bicycle.

The objectives in PPG 13 are
reflected in SA criterion 4.2.
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• Promote accessibility
to jobs, shopping,
leisure facilities and
services by public
transport, walking
and cycling, and

• Reduce the need to
travel, especial ly by
car.

4. ensure that development comprising jobs, shopping, leisure and services offers
a realistic choice of access by public transport, walking, and cycling, recognising
that this may be less achievable in some rural areas;

5. in rural areas, locate most development for housing, jobs, shopping, leisure and
services in local service centres which are designated in the development plan
to act as focal points for housing, transport and other services, and encourage
better transport provision in the countryside;

6. ensure that strategies in the development and local transport plan complement
each other and that consideration of development plan allocations and local
transport investment and priorities are closely linked;

7. use parking policies, alongside other planning and transport measures, to
promote sustainable transport choices and reduce reliance on the car for
work and other journeys;

8. give priority to people over ease of traffic movement and plan to provide
more road space to pedestrians, cyclists and public transport in town centres,
local neighbourhoods and other areas with a mixture of land uses;

9. ensure that the needs of disabled people as pedestrians, public transport users
and motorists - are taken into account in the implementation of planning
policies and traffic management schemes, and in the design of individual
developments; consider how best to reduce crime and the fear of crime, and
seek by the design and layout of developments and areas, to secure
community safety and road safety; and

10. protect sites and routes which could be critical in developing infrastructure to
widen transport choices for both passenger and freight movements.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Planning Policy Statement 14: Development on Unstable Land (April 1990)
The purpose of these
guidelines is principally
to advise local
authorities, landowners
and developers on the

Aims
PPS14 aims to ensure that development is suitable and that the physical
constraints on the land are taken into account at all stages of planning. Any scope
for remedial, preventive or precautionary measures must also be fully explored so
that land is not sterilised unnecessarily. It is equally important that where

Given the historic chalk
mining sites within the
Borough identified in the
2007 Chalk Mine Review, the
further identification and

Unstable land is addressed
under SA criterion 4.10.
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exercise of planning
controls over
development on land
which is unstable or is
potentially unstable.

instability problems do arise, they should be adequately recorded so that the
experience gained can be of benefit to the wider community.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

investigation of areas of
unsuitable ground will allow
WHBC to consider suitable
uses that will not be
adversely affected by the
condition of the land and
without appropriate
precautions to reduce the
risk to property and the
public.

There is an opportunity to
bring back unstable land into
productive use where
possible. It is the developer’s
responsibility and liabil ity to
determine if land is
potentially unstable.

Planning Policy Guidance 15: Planning and the Historic Environment (September 1994)
This PPG provides a full
statement of
Government policies for
the identification and
protection of historic
buildings, conservation
areas, and other
elements of the historic
environment. It explains
the role played by the
planning system in their
protection.

Objectives
Does not contains a specific set of objectives, but does state that ‘the protection
of the historic environment, whether individual listed buildings, conservation areas,
parks and gardens, battlefields will need to be taken fully into account both in the
formulation of authorities' planning policies and in development control’.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Development should be
carefully planned to ensure
that adverse effects on the
historic environment are
avoided and that historic
settings in the Borough are
enhanced where possible.

The historic environment is
considered in SA criterion
4.5.

Planning Policy Guidance 16: Archaeology and Planning (November 1990)
PPG16 gives advice on Objectives Where archaeological The historic environment is
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the handling of
archaeological remains
and discoveries under
the development plan
and control systems,
including the weight to
be given to them in
planning decisions and
the use of planning
conditions. (Although
separate controls exist
for scheduled
monuments).

To promote positive planning and management to bring about sensible solutions
to the treatment of sites with archaeological remains and reduce the areas of
potential conflict between development and preservation.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

remains are not of national
importance, WHBC will need
to weigh the relative
importance of archaeology
against other factors including
the need for the proposed
development.

considered in SA criterion
4.5.

Planning Policy Guidance 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (July 2002)
Open spaces, sport and
recreation all underpin
people's quality of life.
Well-designed and
implemented planning
policies for open space,
sport and recreation are
therefore fundamental
to delivering broader
Government objectives.

Objectives
Does not contain a specific set of objectives, but does state that Open spaces,
sport and recreation all underpin people's quality of life. Well-designed and
implemented planning policies for open space, sport and recreation are therefore
fundamental to delivering broader Government objectives.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

In developing the LDF,
WHBC should consider the
importance of retaining,
improving and adding to the
stock of open space,
recreation and sports
buildings.

The objectives of PPG17 are
broadly reflected in SA
criteria 1.1, 1.2, 2.1 , and 4.4.

Planning for Tourism: A Good Practice Guide (July 2006)
This good practice guide
sets out how effective
planning for tourism can
be. It has been designed
to:
• ensure that planners

understand the
importance of

Objectives
Those preparing LDFs will need to decide how to deal with tourism issues within
the framework. This approach should seek to produce a plan which is integrated
with other strategies that have been prepared for the area, including any that
relate to the future of tourism.

In locations where the future development of tourism is a key issue for the local
authority, it will be appropriate for the core strategy to cover tourism issues

The LDF should take account
of the general principles
within the good practice
guide, which include how to
devise good tourism policies.

There are a number of assets
(such as Hatfield House)

There is no specific SA
criterion addressing tourism
as it was not considered a
significant issue for the
Borough at the SA Scoping
Workshop. However, SA
criteria covering the need to
promote economic
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tourism and take this
fully into account
when preparing
development plans
and taking planning
decisions;

• ensure that those
involved in the
tourism industry
understand the
principles of national
planning policy as
they apply to tourism
and how these can
be applied when
preparing individual
planning applications;

• ensure that planners
and the tourism
industry work
together effectively
to facilitate, promote
and deliver new
tourism
developments in a
sustainable way.

The first and third bullet
points are of particular
relevance to the
preparation of the LDF.

together with any objectives relevant to tourism. In other local authorities it may
be that the plan’s broad approach to economic growth and regeneration sets the
framework for the future development of tourism. In these cases this relationship
should be acknowledged and taken into account in the development of the core
strategy.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

within Welwyn Hatfield
Borough which have potential
for promoting tourism.
However, measures will need
to be identified to protect
these key assets from over-
exploitation e.g. promoting
alternative areas.

Wildlife sites also offer the
possibilities to integrate
biodiversity conservation and
tourism in the form of ‘eco –
tourism’. Whilst this may
place added pressure on the
sites themselves, it is possible
to mitigate this through
sensitive design and timings
for visits.

development in long-
term/headline objective 6,
protect biodiversity (4.6),
and conserve heritage values
(4.5) should address the
objectives of the good
practice guide.

Planning Policy Statement 22: Renewable Energy (August 2004)
This PPS sets out the
Government’s planning

Objectives
In light of Government objectives to cut carbon dioxide emissions and increase

The LDF should consider
opportunities for

The objectives of PPS22 are
reflected in SA criteria 4.1
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policies for renewable
energy, which planning
authorities should have
regard to when
preparing local
development documents
and when taking
planning decisions.

the generation of electricity from renewable energy sources, this planning policy
statement looks to positive planning which facilitates renewable energy
developments to contribute to all four elements of the Government’s sustainable
development strategy. The PPS contains a number of key principles that should be
adhered to by Local Authorities in their approach to planning for renewable
energy.

Targets
To generate 10% of UK electricity from renewable energy sources by 2010. The
2003 Energy White Paper (‘Our energy – creating a low carbon economy’) sets
out the Government’s aspirations to double that figure to 20% by 2020.

incorporating renewable
energy schemes. Policies
should not constrain or rule
out the use of renewable
energy technologies.

The LDF should also take
into account Planning for
Renewable Energy: A
Companion Guide to PPS 22
(December 2004).

and 4.2.

Planning Policy Statement 23: Planning and Pollution Control (November 2004)
This PPS covers the role
of the planning system in
the location and
potential impacts of
development, with
respect to their
potential as sources of
pollution. Also
addressed is the issue of
planning and
development of
contaminated land.

Objectives
The PPS is in line with the Government’s commitment to the principles of
sustainable development and the importance of controlling and minimising
pollution. Appendix 1 of the PPS contains matters that should be considered in the
preparation of development plan documents and when taking decisions on
individual planning applications. However, it does not contain a specific set of
objectives.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should include
strategic land use policies on
the location of potentially
polluting developments and
on the location of sensitive
developments (such as
housing, schools, hospitals
etc.) in proximity to existing
sources of pollution.

Pollution control is
addressed through SA
criteria 4.3, 4.4 and 4.8
which consider air,
noise/light and water
pollution respectively.

Planning Policy Guidance 24: Planning and Noise (September 1994)
This PPG gives guidance
to Local Authorities on
the use of their planning
powers to minimise the
adverse impact of noise.

Objectives
PPG 24 is concerned with providing guidance on considerations to be taken into
account in determining planning applications both for noise-sensitive developments
and for those activities that will generate noise, it introduces the concept of noise
exposure categories for residential developments, and advises on the use of
conditions to minimise the impact of noise.

Targets

Development resulting from
the LDF will generate noise.
It is important that this noise
does not exceed
unacceptable levels. The LDF
has a role to play in ensuring
that noise generating
activities are, where possible,

SA criterion 4.4 seeks to
minimise noise and light
pollution from development.
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Does not contain any targets but provides Noise Exposure Categories for various
circumstances.

located away from sensitive
receptors.

Planning Policy Statement 25: Development and Flood Risk (December 2006)
Flooding is a natural
process that shapes the
natural environment;
however it also
threatens life and
damages property.
Although flooding
cannot be wholly
prevented, its impacts
can be avoided and
reduced through good
planning and
management.
This PPS sets out the
elements of the risk-
based approach to
planning development in
areas of flood risk, and
also the responsibilities
of different actors.

Objectives
Regional planning bodies and local planning authorities should prepare and
implement planning strategies that help to deliver sustainable development by:

Appraising risk
• identifying land at risk and the degree of risk of flooding from river, sea and

other sources in their areas;
• preparing Regional Flood Risk Appraisals (RFRAs) or Strategic Flood Risk

Assessments (SFRAs) as appropriate, as freestanding assessments that
contribute to the Sustainability Appraisal of their plans;

Managing risk
• framing policies for the location of development which avoid flood risk to

people and property where possible, and manage any residual risk, taking
account of the impacts of climate change;

• only permitting development in areas of flood risk when there are no
reasonably available sites in areas of lower flood risk and benefits of the
development outweigh the risks from flooding;

Reducing risk
• safeguarding land from development that is required for current and future

flood management e.g. conveyance and storage of flood water, and flood
defences;

• reducing flood risk to and from new development through location, layout and
design, incorporating sustainable drainage systems (SUDS);

• using opportunities offered by new development to reduce the causes and
impacts of flooding e.g. surface water management plans; making the most of
the benefits of green infrastructure for flood storage, conveyance and SUDS;
re-creating functional floodplain; and setting back defences;

The LDF should take into
account the PPS to reduce
the flood risk on
development; this should
include the guidance provided
under the four headings:
appraising risk, managing risk;
reducing risk; and a
partnership approach.

WHBC should also make full
use of the Practice Guide
Companion Guide to PPS25:
Development and Flood Risk:
‘Living Draft’ (February 2007)

Flooding is addressed under
SA criterion 2.2.
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A partnership approach
• working effectively with the Environment Agency, other operating authorities

and other stakeholders to ensure that best use is made of their expertise and
information so that plans are effective and decisions on planning applications
can be delivered

• expeditiously; and ensuring spatial planning supports flood risk management
policies and plans, River Basin Management Plans and emergency planning.

Minerals Policy Statement 1: Planning and Minerals (November 2006)
MPS1 is the overarching
planning policy
document for all
minerals in England. It
provides advice and
guidance to planning
authorities and the
minerals industry and it
will ensure that the
need by society and the
economy for minerals is
managed in an
integrated way agains t
its impact on the
environment and
communities.

Objectives
The Government’s objectives for minerals planning reflect the requirement to
contribute to the achievement of sustainable development, as required by Section
39 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. These are:

• to ensure, so far as practicable, the prudent, efficient and sustainable use of
minerals and recycling of suitable materials, thereby minimising the requirement
for new primary extraction;

• to conserve mineral resources through appropriate domestic provision and
timing of supply;

• to safeguard mineral resources as far as possible;
• to prevent or minimise production of mineral waste;
• to secure working practices which prevent or reduce as far as possible, impacts

on the environment and human health arising from the extraction, processing,
management or transportation of minerals;

• to protect internationally and nationally designated areas of landscape value and
nature conservation importance from minerals development, other than in the
exceptional circumstances;

• to secure adequate and steady supplies of minerals needed by society and the
economy within the limits set by the environment, assessed through
sustainability appraisal, without irreversible damage;

• to maximise the benefits and minimise the impacts of minerals operations over
their full life cycle;

Although Hertfordshire
County Council are the
mineral planning authority for
Welwyn Hatfield Borough,
WHBC have important roles
to play to:
• ensure, alongside the

County Council, that
importance mineral
reserves are not sterilised
by development;

• increase the amount of
secondary and recycled
aggregate utilised during
construction to reduce
the need for primary
aggregates;

• encourage sustainable
construction practices
such as the use of reusable
materials; and

• ensure that high quality
materials are used for the
purposes for which they

The objectives of Minerals
Policy Statement 1 are
covered under SA criteria
4.10 and 6.5.
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• to promote the sustainable transport of minerals by rail, sea or inland
waterways ;

• to protect and seek to enhance the overall quality of the environment once
extraction has ceased, through high standards of restoration, and to safeguard
the long-term potential of land for a wide range of after-uses;

• to secure closer integration of minerals planning policy with national policy on
sustainable construction and waste management and other applicable
environmental protection legislation; and

• to encourage the use of high quality materials for the purposes for which they
are most suitable.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

are most suitable.

A Strategy for England’s Trees, Woods and Forests (DEFRA, 2007)
This strategy focuses on
the widespread adoption
of sustainable forest
management, new
recreation and access
opportunities, better
management of ancient
and native woodlands,
popular initiatives in The
National Forest and
Community Forests,
and land regeneration
providing green
infrastructure for new
urban development.

Objectives
Objectives within the Strategy are to:
• provide, in England, a resource of trees, woods and forests in places where

they can contribute most in terms of environmental, economic and social
benefits now and for future generations;

• ensure that existing and newly planted trees, woods and forests are resilient to
the impacts of climate change and also contribute to the way in which
biodiversity and natural resources adjust to a changing climate;

• protect and enhance the environmental resources of water, soil, air,
biodiversity and landscapes (both woodland and non-woodland), and the
cultural and amenity values of trees and woodland;

• increase the contribution that trees, woods and forests make to the quality of
life for those living in, working in or visiting England;

• improve the competitiveness of woodland businesses and promote the
development of new or improved markets for sustainable woodland products
and ecosystem services where this will deliver identifiable public benefits,
nationally or locally, including the reduction of carbon emissions.

The LDF can address the
aims of the strategy through
ensuring developments
protect and maintain existing
trees and woodland, and
enhancing biodiversity and
the environs of development
through encouraging the
planting of more trees.

The aims of the strategy are
reflected in SA criteria 1.1,
4.4, 4.5 and 4.6.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
36



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Air Quality Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland (DEFRA, July 2007)
The Strategy:
• sets out a way

forward for work
and planning on air
quality issues

• sets out the air
quality standards and
objectives to be
achieved

• introduces a new
policy framework for
tackling fine particles;
and

• identifies potential
new national policy
measures which
modelling indicates
could give further
health benefits and
move closer towards
meeting the
Strategy’s objectives.

Objectives

The Air Quality Strategy sets out air quality objectives and policy options to
further improve air quality in the UK from today into the long term. As well as
direct benefits to public health, the options are intended to provide important
benefits to quality of life and help to protect our environment.

Targets
The main UK sources of each pollutant and the health and environmental hazards
associated with it are set out, together with the strategy’s objectives (policy
targets) and the European Directive limit or target values.

Although Welwyn Hatfield’s
air quality is good, with no
Air Quality Management
Areas, the LDF will still play
an important role in ensuring
that potential causes of poor
air quality in the Borough are
managed, such as the need
for the use of Heavy Good
Vehicles and the location of
polluting industries.

Air quality is covered by SA
criteria 4.2 and 4.3.

Building a Greener Future: Towards Zero Carbon Development - Consultation (CLG, December 2006)
This publication is a
consultation document
seeking views on the
Government's proposals
to reduce the carbon
footprint of new housing
development. It sets out

Objectives and Targets
The key goal is to achieve zero carbon new homes within a decade. The
Government propose to achieve this in three steps: moving first, in 2010 to a 25%
improvement in the energy/carbon performance set in building regulations; then
second, in 2013, to a 44% improvement; then, finally, in 2016, to zero carbon.
Zero carbon means that, over a year, the net carbon emissions from energy use in
the home would be zero.

The LDF should encourage
developers to aim for zero
carbon development, taking
this consultation document
into account alongside the
Code for Sustainable Homes
and Building Regulations.

Energy usage in the home
and at work is reflected in
SA criteria 4.1, 4.2, and 6.1.
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the Government's views
on the importance of
moving towards zero
carbon in new housing.
It explores the
relationship between the
planning system, Code
for Sustainable Homes
and Building Regulations
in delivering our
ambitions for zero
carbon. And it proposes
a timetable for
revising the Building
Regulations so as to
reach zero carbon
development in all new
housing in England &
Wales.
Circular 01/2006 – Gypsy and Travellers (ODPM, 2006)
This Circular provides
updated guidance on the
planning aspects of
finding sites for Gypsies
and Travellers and how
local authorities and
Gypsies and Travellers
can work together to
achieve that aim.

Objectives
The objectives of the Circular are to:
a) to create and support sustainable, respectful, and inclusive communities where

gypsies and travellers have fair access to suitable accommodation, education,
health and welfare provision; where there is mutual respect and consideration
between all communities for the rights and responsibilities of each community
and individual; and where there is respect between individuals and
communities towards the environments in which they live and work;

b) to reduce the number of unauthorized encampments and developments and
the conflict and controversy they cause and to make enforcement more
effective where local authorities have complied with the guidance in this
Circular;

c) to increase significantly the number of gypsy and traveller sites in appropriate

The LDF should ensure that
the needs of gypsies and
travellers are taken into
account in the Borough.

The needs of gypsies and
travellers are covered under
SA criterion 5.1: provide the
right amount, type and
tenure of housing to meet
identified local needs.
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locations with planning permission in order to address under-provision over
the next 3 – 5 years;

d) to recognise, protect and facilitate the traditional travelling way of life of
gypsies and travellers, whilst respecting the interests of the settled community;

e) to underline the importance of assessing needs at regional and sub-regional
level and for local authorities to develop strategies to ensure that needs are
dealt with fairly and effectively;

f) to identify and make provision for the resultant land and accommodation
requirements;

g) to ensure that DPDs include fair, realistic and inclusive policies and to ensure
identified need is dealt with fairly and effectively;

h) to promote more private gypsy and traveller site provision in appropriate
locations through the planning system, while recognising that there will always
be those who cannot provide their own sites; and

i) to help to avoid gypsies and travellers becoming homeless through eviction
from unauthorised sites without an alternative to move to.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Cleaner, Safer, Greener: Streets for All (English Nature, DfT, 2005)
A reference manual of
good practice on the
management of streets
and open spaces.

Objectives
Does not contain any objectives, but its general princip les are concerned with the
subjects of:
• Ground Surface;
• Street Furniture;
• New Equipment;
• Traffic Management; and
• Environmental Improvements

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Ensure careful consideration
of these issues through the
LDF.

Issues in this strategy are
covered in SA criteria 2.1,
4.1 and 4.5.

Climate Change: The UK Programme (DEFRA, 2006)
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purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

This programme builds
on the initial climate
change programme
published in 2000. It
sets out the UK’s
policies and priorities
for tackling climate
change focusing both
internationally and
domestically.

Target
The UK Programme reiterates and goes beyond the UK’s commitment to the
Kyoto agreement, aiming to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 20% below 1990
levels by 2010.

The LDF should include
policies that help to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions.

A number of SA criteria
support the aim of reducing
carbon dioxide emissions,
particularly 4.1 and 4.2.

Code for Sustainable Homes – A Step Change in Sustainable Home Building Practice (CLG, 2006) (Mandatory as of May 2008)
The Code for
Sustainable Homes is a
new national standard
for sustainable design
and construction of new
homes. It builds upon
the previous Eco Homes
standards as developed
by the Building Research
Establishment (BRE).

By integrating elements
of this Code into new
homes and obtaining
assessments against the
Code, developers will be
able to obtain a ‘star
rating’ for any new
home which will
demonstrate its
environmental
performance.

Objective
The Code has been introduced to drive a step-change in sustainable home building
practice. It is a standard for key elements of design and construction which affect
the sustainability of a new home.

Mandatory rating against the Code will be implemented for new homes from 1st

May 2008. It will then become the single national standard for sustainable homes,
used by home designers and builders as a guide to development, and by home-
buyers to assist in their choice of home.

It will form the basis for future developments of the Building Regulations in
relation to carbon emissions from, and energy use in homes, therefore offering
greater regulatory certainty to developers. In the climate of increasing
environmental awareness amongst consumers and increasing demand for a more
sustainable product, it will offer a tool for developers to differentiate themselves.

Targets
The Code sets a number of standards against which each home can be measured
to ascertain their rating.

The LDF should encourage
developers to meet with best
practice as set out in the
Code for Sustainable Homes.

SA criterion 4.1 reflects the
need to promote energy
efficiency in built
developments.
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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It provides valuable
information to home
buyers, and offers
builders a tool with
which to differentiate
themselves in
sustainability terms.
Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000
The Act provides for
increased public access
to the countryside and
strengthens protection
for wildlife.

The main provisions of the Act are:
• Extends the public’s ability to enjoy the countryside whilst also providing

safeguards for landowners and occupiers;
• Creates new statutory right of access to open country and registered common

land;
• Modernises Right of Way system;
• Gives greater protection to SSSIs;
• Provides better management arrangements for AONBs; and
• Strengthens wildlife enforcement legislation.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should seek to
protect and enhance the
countryside and Rights of
Way. Development should
be planned to enhance access
to the countryside and to
protect sites designated for
nature conservation.

There are a number of SA
criteria that contribute to
achieving the objectives of
the CROW Act including
1.1, 2.1, 4.4 and 4.6.

Education and Skills: Delivering Results, a Strategy to 2006 (DfES, 2002)
The overall aim of the
strategy is to help build
a competitive economy
and inclusive society by:
• creating

opportunities for
everyone to develop
their learning;

• releasing potential in
people to make the
most of themselves;

Objectives
• Give children an excellent start in education so that they have a better

foundation for future learning.
• Enable all young people to develop and to equip themselves with the skills,

knowledge and personal qualities needed for life and work.
• Encourage and enable adults to learn, improve their skills and enrich their lives.

Targets
The strategy contains a wide range of targets relating to education and skills,
including a target of two technology institutes in each region to meet the rising
demand for high-level technical skills.

The LDF should aim to
contribute to the
achievement of the objectives
of the strategy wherever
relevant.

Provide access to training,
skills development and
lifelong learning to meet
identified needs is SA
criterion 6.6.
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and
• achieving excellence

in standards of
education and levels
of skills.

Energy White Paper - Meeting the Challenge (DTI, 2007)
This White Paper sets
out the Government’s
international and
domestic energy
strategy to respond to
long-term energy
challenges: tackling
climate change and
energy security.

Objectives
• Establish an international framework to tackle climate change
• Provide legally binding carbon targets for the whole UK economy, progressively

reducing emissions
• Make further progress in achieving fully competitive and transparent

international markets
• Encourage more energy saving through better information, incentives and

regulation
• Provide more support for low carbon technologies
• Ensure the right conditions for investment

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should seek to
reduce the Borough’s energy
usage wherever possible,
through locating development
sustainably and ensuring that
energy efficient measures are
employed.

In addition, the LDF should
consider opportunities for
incorporating renewable
energy schemes. Policies
should not constrain or rule
out the use of renewable
energy technologies.

Both energy efficiency and
the generation of energy
from renewable sources are
addressed under SA criteria
4.1, 4.2 and 6.1.

Environmental Quality in Spatial Planning (Countryside Agency, Environment Agency, English Nature, English Heritage, 2005)
This guidance was
produced by the
Countryside Agency,
English Heritage, English
Nature and the
Environment Agency
(the agencies, before the
creation of Natural
England) to help
planning authorities and
regional planning bodies

Aim
The agencies envisage an improved plan making system so that development;
• is more sustainable; both in built form and location;
• respects the ability of the environment to accommodate change (including

climate change);
• avoids damage to and increases or enhances the environmental resource;
• reduces risks to, and potentially arising from, the environment;
• respects local distinctiveness and sense of place and is of high design quality, so

that it is valued by communities; and
• reflects local needs and provides local benefits.

WHBC should make full use
of the guidance provided by
this document when
producing the LDF.

The aims of the guidance
document are reflected in a
large number of the SA
headline and criteria, such as
4.6.
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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in preparing plans and
strategies under the new
planning system. It
document is also be
used by the agencies’
own staff and is
intended to supplement
guidance issued by the
Office of the Deputy
Prime Minister.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Game Plan (2020): A Strategy for Delivering Government’s Sport and Physical Activity Objectives (DCMS, 2002)
Game Plan details the
government’s vision and
strategy for sport from
both a mass
participation and
performance
perspective up until
2020, with sections that
include comparative
participation and sports
performance data,
research statistics and
theories underpinning
the value of sport.

(It should be noted that
this document was
published prior to the
awarding of the 2012
Olympic Games to
London.)

Objectives
The strategy concludes that government should set itself two overarching
objectives:
• a major increase in participation in sport and physical activity, primarily because

of the significant health benefits and to reduce the growing costs of inactivity;
and

• a sustainable improvement in success in international competition, particu larly
in the sports which matter most to the public, primarily because of the “feel
good factor” associated with winning.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF can help to meet
the first of the two
government overarching
objectives through ensuring
that all people in the Borough
have access to both formal
and informal health and
sports facilities.

The objectives in this
strategy are included in SA
criteria 1.1 and 1.2.

Heritage Protection for the 21st Century: White Paper (DCMS, 2007)
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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This White Paper sets
out the Government’s
vision for a new heritage
protection system. The
proposals are focussed
on opening up heritage
protection to greater
public scrutiny and
involvement, whilst
recognising that heritage
protection needs to be
an integral part of a
planning system that can
deliver sustainable
communities.

Objectives
• Developing a unified approach to the historic environment;
• Maximising opportunities for inclusion and involvement; and
• Supporting sustainable communities by putting the historic environment at the

heart of an effective planning system.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Development in Welwyn
Hatfield should be carefully
planned to ensure that
adverse effects on the
historic environment are
avoided and that historic
settings and education
opportunities in the Borough
are enhanced where possible.

The historic environment is
considered in SA criteria 4.4
and 4.5.

Living Places: Cleaner, Safer, Greener (ODPM, 2002)
This Report presents
the Government’s
commitment to
improving public spaces.
Its purpose is to drive to
create and maintain local
environments that are
cleaner, safer, and
greener.

Objectives
Safe, well-maintained and attractive public spaces have a critical role in creating
pride in the places people live which, in turn, is essential to building community
cohesion and successful communities.

The Strategy includes:
• Broadening and strengthening local authority powers to tackle symptoms of

environmental degradation, such as graffiti, fly-posting and vandalised or
neglected buildings, including greater use of fixed-penalties and abatement
orders.

• Giving local authorities powers to bill the owners or occupiers where they
need to intervene to clean up neglected private land or buildings, which are
subject to fly-tipping, fly-posting or other problems, which affect people living
and working nearby.

• Giving local authorities and police freedom to set the level and payment
options of existing fixed penalty notices to tackle specific local problems.

• Introducing a new duty for owners of bus shelters, phone boxes and other

The LDF should promote the
Government’s ‘Cleaner,
Safer, Greener’ agenda
through the implementation
of spatial policies that help to
improve the quality of the
local environment and
minimise problems associated
with incompatible land uses
such as noise and pollution.

The objectives of this
strategy are reflected in SA
criteria 2.1, 3.1, 4.4 and 4.5.
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purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

street furniture to keep their property in a reasonable condition and clear of
graffiti and fly-posters.

• Giving local authorities powers to deal with nuisance lighting on private
property, silence nuisance alarms, control the distribution of free literature in
the street, reduce the continual use of fireworks, and control the sale of spray
paints and markers.

• Modernising police and local authority powers concerning beggars, peddlers,
buskers, clip-boarders and others who may exhibit anti-social behaviour in
public areas.

• Empowering citizens with legitimate grievances to demand action from local
authorities, other public services and landowners to keep their local
environment clean.’

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Making space for water: Developing a new Government strategy for flood and coastal erosion risk management in England. The Government’s First Response (DEFRA, 2005)
Defra’s Flood
Management Strategy
Unit is aiming to set the
direction for flood and
coastal erosion risk
management over the
next 20 years.

Following the close of a
three month long
consultation period, the
Government released its
first response in March
2005.

The response reported
positive reactions from

Aim
The aim set out in the Government’s first response is to manage flood and coastal
erosion risks by employing an integrated portfolio of approaches which reflect
both national and local priorities, so as to:
• reduce the threat to people and their property; and
• deliver the greatest environmental, social and economic benefit, consistent with

the Government’s sustainable development principles.

Objectives
The Government’s objectives are to:
• take action to ensure adaptability to climate change becomes an integral part of

all flood and coastal erosion management decisions;
• continue to promote a programme of research on the impacts of climate

change;
• review current allowances and recommendations for climate change in the light

of the outcome of that research;

The LDF should seek to
ensure that flood risk areas
are excluded from
development allocations.

Opportunities for taking a
holistic approach to flood
management solutions should
be pursued.

Measures to ensure that
flood defences are maintained
should be addressed and
careful consideration given to
the risks associated with the
failure of flood defences in
light of climate change.

Flooding is addressed under
SA criterion 2.2.
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document
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stakeholders to the
consultation document,
therefore the
Government intends,
over the 20-year lifetime
of the new strategy, to
implement a more
holistic approach to
managing flood and
coastal erosion risks in
England.

The approach will
involve taking account of
all sources of flooding,
embedding flood and
coastal risk management
across a range of
Government policies,
and reflecting other
relevant Government
policies in the policies
and operations of flood
and coastal erosion risk
management

• adopt a whole catchment and whole shoreline approach that is consistent with,
and contributes to the implementation of, the Water Framework Directive;

• involve stakeholders at all levels of risk management; and
• achieve a better balance between the three pillars of sustainable development

(economic, social and environmental) in our risk management activities.

Key areas of consideration are management of risk, land use planning, rural issues,
integrated urban drainage management and coastal issues.

The inclusion of Flood Risk Assessments at all levels of the planning process will
be strongly encouraged, and it is intended to include gateway questions in the
Standard Planning Application form to determine whether a Flood Risk
Assessment is required.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

Our Countryside: the Future – a Fair Deal for Rural England – Rural White Paper (DETR, 2000)
Outlines the
government’s vision of a
living, working,
protected and vibrant
countryside.
The paper sets out 10
key actions which are

Objectives
The Paper lists the Government’s rural policy objectives:
• Objective 1: To facilitate the development of dynamic, competitive and

sustainable economies in the countryside, tackling poverty in rural areas.
• Objective 2: To maintain and stimulate communities, and secure access to

services which is equitable in all the circumstances, for those who live or work
in the countryside.

The LDF should help support
rural areas in becoming
economically competitive and
helping rural communities to
access services whilst
conserving and enhancing the
landscape and wildlife.

There are a number of SA
criteria that reflect the
objectives set out in the
Rural White Paper including
1.1, 4.4, 4.6 and 6.4.
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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intended to meet the
vision:
1. Support vital village

services
2. Modernise rural

services
3. Provide affordable

homes
4. Deliver local

transport solutions
5. Rejuvenate market

towns and a thriving
rural economy

6. Set a new direction
for farming

7. Preserve what
makes rural England
special

8. Ensure everyone can
enjoy an accessible
countryside

9. Give local power to
country towns and
villages

10. Think rural

• Objective 3: To conserve and enhance rural landscapes and the diversity and
abundance of wildlife (including the habitats on which it depends).

• Objective 4: To increase opportunities for people to get enjoyment from the
countryside. To open up public access to mountain, moor, heath and down
and registered common land by the end of 2005.

• Objective 5: To promote government responsiveness to rural communities
through better working together between central departments, local
government, and government agencies and better co-operation with non-
government bodies.

These objectives will be taken forward in Departmental Public Service Agreement
targets and their subsidiary Service Delivery agreements.

Targets
Contains Rural Services Standard, which set out minimum standards and targets
covering access to and the delivery of public services in rural areas. Some of the
more relevant standards and targets are listed below:
• All Government services to be available on line by 2005.
• Presumption against closure of rural schools.
• Formal requirement on the Post Office to maintain the rural network of post

offices and to prevent any avoidable closures of rural post offices.
Targets set for the proportion of the rural population living within about 10
minutes’ walk of an hourly or better bus service to increase from 37% to 50% by
2010, with an intermediate milestone of 42% by 2004.

The targets contained within
the White Paper should be
achieved with in the Borough.

Our Towns and Cities: the Future – Delivering an Urban Renaissance – Urban White Paper (DETR, 2000)
This report identifies
the need to address,
education, transport,
crime reduction, housing
and planning as being
instrumental in tackling
urban decline. There is

Objectives
The central purpose of the paper is to arrest urban decline and it starts with
recognition of a holistic approach to policy ("joined up thinking") which recognises
the need to link together a range of initiatives on housing, planning, education,
transport and law and order issues.

Our vision is of towns, cities and suburbs which offer a high quality of life and

The LDF should provide
opportunities for growth to
contribute to the economy of
towns within Welwyn
Hatfield, whilst promoting
high quality design in
development which can be

The objectives in this
strategy are reflected in SA
criteria 1.1, 1.2, 2.1 , 3.1, 4.4
and 5.1.
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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also a need to improve
people’s prosperity and
quality of life.

opportunity for all. We want to see:
• people shaping the future of their community, supported by strong and truly

representative local leaders;
• people living in attractive, well-kept towns and cities which use space and

buildings well;
• good design and planning which makes it practical to live in a more

environmentally sustainable way, with less noise, pollution and traffic
congestion;

• towns and cities able to create and share prosperity, investing to help all their
citizens reach their full potential; and

• good quality services – health, education, housing, transport, finance, shopping,
leisure and protection from crime – that meet the needs of people and
businesses wherever they are.

Targets
Does not contain any specific targets, but does refer to a number of PSA targets.

affordably maintained and an
appropriate land use mix
which facilitates access to
services, facilities, open
spaces and jobs.

Planning for a Sustainable Future: White Paper (CLG, 2007)
The White Paper sets
out the Government’s
detailed proposals for
reform of the planning
system, building on Kate
Barker’s
recommendations for
improving the speed,
responsiveness and
efficiency in land use
planning, and taking
forward proposals for
reform of major
infrastructure planning.

Objectives
The White Paper proposes reforms on how decisions are taken on nationally
significant infrastructure projects - including energy, waste, waste-water and
transport - responding to the challenges of economic globalisation and climate
change.

It also proposes further reforms to the Town and Country Planning system,
building on the recent improvements to make it more efficient and more
responsive.

Five core principles underpin the Government’s proposals:
• planning must be responsive, particularly to longer term challenges such as

increasing globalisation and climate change, and properly integrate our
economic, social and environmental objectives to deliver sustainable
development;

WHBC should take the aims
and objectives of the White
Paper into account whilst
producing the LDF.

Sustainability is inherent in
the SA process as a whole,
which helps to integrate
economic, social and
environmental objectives
into planning.
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• the planning system should be streamlined, efficient and predictable;
• there must be full and fair opportunities for public consultation and community

engagement;
• the planning system should be transparent and accountable; and
• planning should be undertaken at the right level of government – national,

regional and local.

Targets
The White Paper sets out performance against existing targets e.g. use of
brownfield land, speed of determining land use planning decisions etc.

Making the Connections: Final Report on Transport and Social Exclusion. Social Exclusion Unit (2003)
The report sets out a
series of measures to
address transport and
social exclusion. It
builds on the 10 Year
Plan for Transport,
Local Transport Plans
and improved public
services, and sets out a
starting point for future
change

There are a large number of objectives set out in this document under the
following headings:

• Improving the bus network
• Demand-responsive transport
• Improving specialist transport
• Subsidised personal transport
• Reducing crime and fear of crime
• Improving road safety
• Improved mainstream transport information
• Personalised information or training
• Improvements to the physical location of services
• Improvements to the delivery of services

The LDF has a key role to
play in ensuring that services
are located close or within
new housing and employment
developments and that
facilities and public transport
routes are easily accessible.

The objectives of this report
are largely reflected in SA
criteria 1.1 and 4.2

Department for Transport (2004) The Future of Transport a network for 2030. White Paper

This White Paper looks
at the factors that will
shape travel and
transport over the next
thirty years and sets out
how the Government
will respond to the

Objectives
The main objective underpinning the transport strategy is ‘balancing the need to
travel with the need to improve quality of life’. This means seeking solutions that
meet long-term economic, social and environmental goals.

Targets
Does not contain specific numerical targets.

The LDF should recognise
that development should be
planned in such a way that
the need to travel by car is
reduced, and jobs and
services are accessible on
foot and by bicycle.

The objectives in the White
Paper are largely reflected in
SA criteria 1.1 and 4.2
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increasing demand for
travel, maximising the
benefits of transport
while minimising the
negative impact on
people and the
environment.

Rural Strategy (DEFRA, 2004)
The Government’s Rural
Strategy sets out the
specific action that will
be taken to implement
the Government’s three
priorities for rural
policy: economic and
social regeneration;
social justice for all; and
enhancing the value of
our countryside.
The Strategy provides a
definition of ‘rural
areas’.

Objectives
The Rural Strategy 2004 provides the policy framework, the tools, and the
evidence base to help all Government Departments and regional and local
partners work together in a collaborative way to deliver more sustainable rural
communities and an enhanced and enriched countryside.

The economic objective for rural areas has two components:
• Building on the economic success of the majority of rural areas to ensure they

contribute fully to national, regional and local economic prosperity, and
• Tackling the structural economic weaknesses and accompanying poor social

conditions that exist in a minority of rural areas.

The social justice policy has two strands:
• For the majority of rural England which is fundamentally prosperous our social

priorities are to ensure fair access to public services and affordable housing;
and

• In both more and less prosperous areas, to tackle social exclusion wherever it
occurs.

The Strategy aims to enhance the value of the environment through:
• Continuing to take action to protect and enhance the rural and urban

environments; and
• Enhancing the value and natural beauty of the countryside for real communities

and for the benefit of society in general.

A significant proportion of
Welwyn Hatfield is rural.
Although affecting only a
small proportion of the area’s
population, the LDF should
seek to address issues of
deprivation, including
limitations on access to
services where this is
considered a problem.

The SA Framework includes
a wide range of criteria that
are relevant to the delivery
of the Rural Strategy, with
specific reference to rural
communities in SA criterion
6.4.
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Targets
The Strategy does not contain any specific targets but a long list of actions to be
undertaken to deliver the aim of the Rural Strategy.

Safer Places: The Planning System and Crime Prevention (ODPM, 2004)
PPS1 has a central
theme of planning for
safe and sustainable
communities. This guide
is intended as a
companion to PPS1. It
is not solely about crime
prevention. It is
concerned with the
promotion of safe,
sustainable and
attractive environments
that meet the full set of
planning objectives.

Objectives
The document outlines 7 attributes of sustainable communities that are
particularly relevant to crime prevention. They include:
• Access and movement – places with well defined routes, spaces and entrances

that provide for convenient movement without compromising security;
• Structure – places that are structured so that different uses do not cause

conflict;
• Surveillance – places where all publicly accessible spaces are overlooked;
• Ownership – places that promote a sense of ownership, respect, territorial

responsibility and community;
• Physical Protection – places that include necessary, well designed security

features;
• Activity – places where levels of human activity is appropriate to the location

and creates a reduced risk of crime and a sense of safety at all times; and
• Management and Maintenance - places that are designed with management and

maintenance in mind, to discourage crime in the present and in the future.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

WHBC must give due
consideration to these
objectives throughout the
LDF production process.

Crime is addressed in SA
criterion 2.1 which aims to
reduce opportunities for
crime and anti-social
behaviour and reduce fear of
crime.

Securing the Future – UK Government Sustainable Development Strategy (DEFRA, 2005)
The Strategy takes
account of
developments since the
1999 strategy, both
domestically and
internationally, the

Objectives
The Strategy contains a set of shared UK principles that will be used to achieve
Sustainable Development and have been agreed by the UK Government, Scottish
Executive, Welsh Assembly Government and Northern Ireland Administration.
These guiding principles bring together and build on the various previously existing
UK principles to set out an overarching approach that the four separate strategies

The LDF should provide the
spatial expression of the UK
Sustainable Development
Strategy with in Welwyn
Hatfield, with particular
regard to the principles and

The range of SA headline
objectives and criteria cover
the aims, principles and
priorities set out the UK
Government’s Strategy for
Sustainable Development.
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changed structure of
Government in the UK
with devolution to
Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland,
greater emphasis on
delivery at the regional
level and the new
relationship between
Government and Local
Authorities.
It was produced
alongside ‘One Future,
Different Paths – The
UK’s Shared Framework
for Sustainable
Development’. This is a
joint strategy for the UK
Government and the
devolved
administrations.

of the Government and devolved administrations can share. These are:
• Living with in environmental limits
• Ensuring a strong, healthy and just society
• Achieving a sustainable economy
• Promoting good Governance
• Using sound science responsibly.

These principles will form the basis for policy in the UK.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

priorities set out the in
Strategy, including sustainable
consumption and production,
climate change and energy,
natural resource protection
and the environment and
sustainable communities.

Sustainable Communities – Homes for All (ODPM, 2005)
This strategy builds on
the Government's
Sustainable
Communities Plan,
which set out a vision of
sustainable communities
for the next fifteen to
twenty years and a
programme for
immediate action.

Objectives
The Plan aims to:
• Make sure that there are enough high quality homes across the whole

spectrum of housing - owner occupied, social rented and private rented
• Help more people to own their home
• Make sure that all social tenants, and seven out of ten vulnerable people in the

private sector, have a decent home
• Create sustainable, mixed communities in both rural and urban areas, with the

jobs, services and infrastructure they need to thrive
• Provide for those who need more support to meet their housing needs and

aspirations, including halving numbers in temporary accommodation

The LDF will need to ensure
housing development planned
for the Borough meets
sustainable community
objectives, including
affordability, provision of
facilities and employment.

The SA framework criterion
5.1 aims to fully address the
range of housing need in the
Borough.
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This five year plan aims
to offer everyone the
opportunity of a decent
home at a price they can
afford.

• Provide for those who choose alternative types of accommodation, such as
Gypsies and Travellers, but crack down on unauthorised development.

Targets
The Plan contains advice on how to meet certain targets (for example the Decent
Home target) and reiterates targets from other documents such as the
development of houses on previously developed land.

Sustainable Communities – People, Places, Prosperity (ODPM, 2005)
Sustainable
Communities: People,
Places and Prosperity, is
the partner of the
strategy for housing.
The strategy is built on
two main principles -
the need to give
communities more
power and say in the
decisions that affect
them; and the
importance of working
at the right level to get
things done.

Aims:
The aims of the sustainable communities - places that offer people strategy are
provision of:
• a decent, affordable home;
• a community in which to live and work
• the chance to develop skills and interests
• access to jobs and excellent services; and
• the chance to get engaged in the community and to make a difference.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should reflect the
sustainability objectives
identified in the
Government’s Sustainable
Communities Plan

The SA framework covers a
range of SA criteria that
incorporates the objectives
set out in ‘People, Places and
Prosperity’.

Homes for the Future: More Affordable, More Sustainable – Housing Green Paper (CLG, July 2007)
The Housing Green
Paper sets out the
Government’s plans for
delivering more
affordable housing to
contribute to their
target of 3 million new
homes by 2020. It looks
at issues such as

Vision:
“We want everyone to have access to a decent home at a price they can afford, in a
place where they want to live and work. Good quality, affordable housing enables stable
and secure family lives: we are all healthier, happier and wealthier when we have decent
homes close to schools, healthcare and transport links.”

Objectives and Targets:
The strategy has 3 overarching objectives within which are set out targets and
sub-objectives:

The LDF will need to ensure
housing development planned
for the Borough meets
affordable homes and
sustainable community
objectives.

The SA framework includes
a headline objective and
criterion 5.1 that aim to
deliver the proposals in the
Housing Green Paper with
respect to housing.
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
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identifying and using land
for development, social
housing, sustainable
homes and affordability.

• More homes to meet growing demand;
• 3 million new homes by 2020, 2 million of which by 2016
• more social and shared ownership homes to be delivered in rural

areas/villages
• direct extra resources to those councils who are delivering high levels of

housing and to those councils who have identified at least 5 years worth
of sites ready for development

• 200,000 new homes to be delivered on surplus public sector land by 2016

• Well-designed and greener homes, linked to good schools, transport and
healthcare;
- new procedures for councils and Government departments to plan for

new schools, new health facilities and improved transport facilities
- Proposed Planning-gain Supplement Bill – to ensure that local

communities benefit from new developments
- increase protection of the environment by cutting carbon emissions and

all new homes to be zero carbon from 2016
- strengthen building regulations by 25% in 2010 and by 44% in 2013 to set

the standards for greener homes
- set new minimum standards for water use in new homes cutting average

water use by almost 20%.
- eliminate poorly-designed new housing, and make good and very good

new development the norm

• More affordable homes to buy or rent.
- develop more affordable homes both to rent and to buy, including

increasing provision of family housing
- £8 billion programme for affordable housing in 2008-11
- At least 70,000 more affordable homes a year by 2010–11
- At least 45,000 new social homes a year by 2010-11
- Over 25,000 shared ownership and shared equity homes a year

Quality of Life Counts. Indicators for a Strategy for sustainable development for the United Kingdom. Defra, 2004
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Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

The document provides
an update of the 1999
document ‘Quality of
Life Counts’

The objectives of the plan are:
• Maintaining high and stable levels of economic growth and employment

• Our economy must continue to grow
• Investment is vital to our future prosperity
• Maintain high and stable levels of employment so that everyone can share

in greater job opportunities
• Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone

• Tackling poverty and social exclusion
• Equip people with the skills to fulfil their potential
• Improve the health of the population overall
• Reduce the proportion of unfit housing stock
• Reduce both crime and the fear of crime

• Effective protection of the environment
• Continue to reduce our emissions of greenhouse gases now, and plan for

greater reductions in the longer term
• Reduce air pollution, and ensure air quality continues to improve in the

longer term
• Improve choice in transport, improve access to education, jobs, leisure

and services and reduce the need to travel
• Improve river quality
• Reverse the long-term decline in populations of farmland and woodland

birds
• Reusing previously developed land in order to protect the countryside

and encourage urban regeneration
• Move away from disposal of waste towards waste reduction, reuse,

recycling and recovery.

The LDF should take account
of the latest update on the
UK’s sustainability
performance and consider
how the indicators identified
could be used in monitoring
the implementation of the
LDF.

The SA framework covers a
range of SA criteria that
cover economic, social and
environmental issues that
incorporate the objectives
set out in Quality of Life
Counts.

Tackling Health Inequalities - A Programme for Action (Department of Health, 2003)
This Programme for
Action sets out plans to
tackle health inequalities
over the next 3 years. It
establishes the

Includes a number of suggested actions and intervention in dealing with specific
health issues such as infant mortality and life expectancy. Those issues influenced
by planning decisions are included in the final column.

Objectives

Actions likely to have the
greatest impact over the long
term to tackle health
inequalities are:
• Improvements in early

Health is reflected in
headline objective 1 and SA
criteria 1.1 and 1.2
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document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

foundations required to
achieve the challenging
national target for 2010
to reduce the gap in
infant mortality across
social groups, and raise
life expectancy in the
most disadvantaged
areas faster than
elsewhere.

Outlined key features for achieving better outcomes in deprived area:
• Ambition – challenging targets for improving outcomes in disadvantaged

communities (including health , educational attainment and housing quality);
• Organisation – requiring LSPs in targeted areas to produce neighbourhood

renewal strategies which include focusing on health issues;
• Resources – funding for the 88 most deprived authorities through the

Neighbourhood Renewal Fund; and
• Action – testing new approaches through the New Deal for Communities, a

10-year programme for the most disadvantaged communities.

Targets
By 2010 to reduce inequalities on health outcomes by 10% as measured by infant
mortality and life expectancy at birth.

years support for children
and families;

• Improved social housing
and reduced fuel poverty
among vulnerable
populations;

• Improved educational
attainment and skills
development among
disadvantaged populations;

• Improved access to public
services in disadvantaged
communities in urban and
rural areas; and

• Reduced unemployment
and improved income
among the poorest.

Ten Year Plan (DfT, 2000)
The key government
transport document.
Sets out a 10-year vision
for transport in the UK,
provides detailed
analysis of historic and
predicted use statistics
and sets out spending
priorities and
investment plans for UK
transport over the next
10 years.

The overarching strategy for transport is to tackle congestion and pollution by
improving all types of transport – rail and road, public and private – in ways that
increase choice. The 10-year plan sees the following as key:
• Integrated transport: looking at transport as a whole, matching solutions to

specific problems by assessing all the options;
• Public and private partnership: government and the private sector working

more closely together to boost investment; and
• New projects: modernising our transport network in ways that make it bigger,

better, safer, cleaner and quicker.

Targets
Includes a variety of targets, including:
• 10% increase in bus passenger journeys
• More park and ride schemes;

Although the provision of
public transport is a county-
level matter, the LDF should
encourage Hertfordshire
County Council to improve
public transport choice so
more people will use public
transport, and explore the
role of integrated public
transport information,
booking and ticketing
systems, with a single ticket
or card covering the whole
journey

Relevant SA criteria related
to transport are covered in
criterion 4.2 but also
reflected in other criteria in
the SA framework.
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• Safer cycling and walking routes, more 20mph areas and Home Zones for safer
roads, particularly around schools.

Rail:
• 50% increase in use;
• 80% increase in rail freight;
• better integration with cars, buses, taxis, bicycles and better links to airports.
Roads:
40% reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured in road
accidents.

WHBC can itself influence
access to jobs and services
via public transport through
spatial planning.

The First Soil Action Plan for England, 2004-2006 (DEFRA, 2004)
The Action Plan
contains 52 actions on
issues ranging from soil
management on farms
to soils in the planning
system, soils and
biodiversity,
contamination of soils
and the role of soils in
conserving cultural
heritage and landscape.

All of the actions make a
step towards more
sustainable soil use and
protection.

The actions proposed in this plan work towards a common vision that recognizes
the several vital functions that soils perform for society.

The vision is to ensure that England’s soils will be protected and managed to
optimize the varied functions that soils perform for society (e.g. supporting
agriculture and forestry, protecting cultural heritage, supporting biodiversity, as a
platform for construction), in keeping with the principles of sustainable
development and on the basis of sound evidence.

In order to achieve this vision, the aims are to ensure:
• Soil managers will look after their soils with a view both to their own and

society’s short-term needs and to the interests of future generations;
• The regulatory, legislative and political framework will provide appropriate

protection of soil as an irreplaceable natural resource and empower and
encourage people with soil to manage it properly;

• A better understanding of, and access to, information on the state of our soils
and the physical, chemical and biological processes which operate on and within
them.

Targets
Does not contain any targets. This is partly due to there being no right or wrong
type of soil and so for many soil issues it is difficult to set national targets in the

The LDF should ensure that
consideration is given to the
Government’s objectives and
measures for soil protection.
Where appropriate these
plans can contain policies for
the sustainable use of soils.

Soil is also important for the
SA and it is specifically
referred to in the SEA
Directive.

Management of the soil
resource is covered by SA
criterion 4.10.
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way that can be done for air or water.
The Historic Environment: A Force for Our Future (DCMS, 2001)
This statement sets out
the intention of the
Government to protect
the historic
environment,
recognising its major
contribution to the
economy in rural and
deprived communities as
well as in traditional
economic centres. It
also states the need for
the future development
of new policies to
further realise economic
and educational
potential.

Objectives
The historic environment should be protected and sustained for the benefit of our
own and future generations.

Targets
Does not contain any targets.

The LDF could influence the
historic environment in
several ways, including
impacts upon townscape,
historic structures and
features.

Development in Welwyn
Hatfield should be carefully
planned to ensure that
adverse effects on the
historic environment are
avoided and that historic
settings and education
opportunities in the Borough
are enhanced where possible.

The historic environment is
considered in SA criterion
4.5, which aims to protect
and enhance the Borough’s
character, sense of place,
local distinctiveness and
historic and cultural assets.

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
The Wildlife and
Countryside Act is the
principle mechanism for
providing legislative
protection of wildlife in
Great Britain.

Objectives
Species listed in Schedule 5 of the Act are protected from disturbance, injury,
intentional destruction or sale. Other provisions outlaw certain methods of taking
or killing listed species. This Act is brought up to date regularly to ensure the
most endangered animals are on the schedule. The Act also improved protection
for the most important wildlife habitats.

Targets
No clear targets were identified.

The LDF should ensure the
protection of areas important
to biodiversity, such as local
nature reserves, particularly
those which contain Schedule
5 species.

The SA Framework should
reflect those objectives set
out in the Wildlife and
Countryside Act over which
the LDF has control.

SA criterion 4.6: protect and
enhance biodiversity, taking
into account the impacts of
climate change covers
biodiversity, and should help
to achieve the objectives set
out in the Act.
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UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UK Biodiversity Action Group, 1994)
In June 1992, 159
governments signed the
Convention on
Biological Diversity
(CBD) at the Earth
Summit in Rio de
Janeiro. The CBD called
for the preparation and
enforcement of national
strategies and action
plans to conserve,
protect and enhance
biodiversity. The UK
Biodiversity Action Plan
(UKBAP):
• is the Government’s

response to the
CBD;

• describes the UK’s
biological resources;

• ·commits a detailed
plan for the
protection of these
resources; and

• has 391 Species
Action Plans, 45
Habitat Action Plans
and 162 Local
Biodiversity Action
Plans with targeted
actions.

Objectives
The aims of the strategy include:
• To ensure that construction, planning, development and regeneration have

minimal adverse impacts on biodiversity and enhance it where possible.
• To ensure that biodiversity conservation is integral to sustainable urban

communities, both on the built environment, and in parks and green spaces.
• To ensure that biodiversity conservation is integral to measures to improve

the quality of people’s lives.

Targets
There are a large number of targets set out for habitats and species in the Action
Plan.

The LDF should seek to
protect and enhance
biodiversity in the Borough
through protecting these
habitats and species as well as
promoting broader
biodiversity values through
promoting wildlife friendly
developments which have the
potential to enhance
biodiversity values.

The SA Framework should
reflect the objectives set out
in the UK Biodiversity
Action Plan

SA criterion 4.6: protect and
enhance biodiversity, taking
into account the impacts of
climate change covers
biodiversity.

Waste Strategy for England (Defra, May 2007)
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Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

The Waste Strategy,
together with Planning
Policy Statement 10
Planning for Sustainable
Waste Management
(PPS10) is part of the
implementation for
England of the
requirements within the
Framework Directive on
Waste, and associated
Directives, to produce
waste management
plans.

Objectives
The Strategy sets out an overall objective for England to achieve less waste, more
material recovery, energy from waste and much less landfill.

To achieve this, the Strategy sets objectives for different sectors:
Business
• Build resource efficiency into business model
• Produce less waste
• Design less wasteful products
• Use recycled inputs

Retailers
• Reduce packaging waste
• Reduce usage of single use carrier bags
• Use influence on consumers and supply chain

Consumers
• Produce less waste
• Purchase responsibly
• Separate their waste into recyclables

Local authorities
• Provide convenient recycling service for household and commercial

customers
• Provide local leadership to plan and invest in new infrastructure

Waste management industry
• Provide flexible sustainable waste services to customers
• Invest in recycling and recovery faci lities
• Observe high environmental standards

Targets

The LDF should encourage
the development of recycling
and composting facilities
which are accessible to
communities, preferably by
sustainable transport mode.

The objectives outlined in
the Waste Strategy for
England are covered in SA
criterion 4.9.
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Annual greenhouse gas emissions:
2020: reduction of 10 million tonnes of CO2 equivalents

Household waste recycling:
2010: 40%
2015: 45%
2020: 50%

Household residual waste
2010: 29% reduction
2015: 35% reduction
2020: 45% reduction
from 2000 levels

Municipal waste recovery:
2010: 53%
2015: 67%
2020: 75%

Water Resources for the Future – A Strategy for England and Wales (Environment Agency, 2001)
The Water Resources
Strategy is part of a
framework of integrated
water resources
planning, looking 25
years ahead. It considers
the needs for water
both of the environment
and of society, and
examines the
uncertainties about
future water demand

Objectives

• to illustrate the impact of different social and economic choices on future
water use;

• to manage water resources in a way that causes no long-term degradation of
the environment;

• to improve the state of existing degraded catchments;
• to ensure that water is available to those who need it, and that it is used

wisely by all;
• to indicate the present state of water resources;
• to cater robustly for risks and uncertainties;

The LDF should reflect the
objectives set out in the
Water Resources for the
Future by directing
development away from
areas under pressure in
terms of water resources,
encourage water efficiency
and encourage a reduction in
consumption through design
policies.

The SA Framework should
cover the objectives set out
in Water Resources for the
Future.

Water is covered by SA
criteria 4.7 and 4.8 which
cover water resources and
water pollution respectively.
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and availability. • to promote the value of water to society and the environment;
• to review feasible water management options including innovative solutions

where appropriate;
• to provide a framework for logical decisions to be taken at the right time;
• to identify actions and opportunities for the Agency and others to work

together to achieve our vision.

Targets

Enhancement of water supply by up to 1100 Ml/d above present levels by the
improvement of existing schemes and the development of some new resources.

Working with the Grain of Nature – A Biodiversity Strategy for England (DEFRA, 2002)
The Biodiversity
Strategy ensures that
biodiversity
considerations become
embedded in all the
main sectors of
economic activity, public
and private.
The Strategy sets a
programme for the next
5 years for the main
policy sectors, to make
the changes necessary
to conserve, enhance
and work with the grain
of nature and
ecosystems rather than
against them.

Objectives

The Strategy sets out a series of actions under the main themes of:
• Agriculture: encouraging the management of farming and agricultural land so

as to conserve and enhance biodiversity as part of the Government’s
Sustainable Food and Farming Strategy

• Water: aiming for a whole catchment approach to the wise, sustainable use of
water and wetlands

• Woodland: with the management and extension of woodland so as to
promote enhanced biodiversity and quality of life

• Marine and coastal management: so as to achieve the sustainable use and
management of our coasts and seas using natural processes and the
ecosystem-based approach

Urban areas: where biodiversity needs to become a part of the development of
policy on sustainable communities, urban green space and the built environment.

Targets
A target from the Strategy is: To care for our natural heritage, make the
countryside attractive and enjoyable for all and preserve biological diversity by: –
• reversing the long-term decline in the number of farmland birds by 2020, a

The LDF should have regard
to the objective of protecting
and enhancing biodiversity in
Welwyn Hatfield.

SA criterion 4.6 seeks to
protect and enhance
biodiversity, taking into
account the impacts of
climate change.
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measured annually against underlying trends;
• bringing into favourable condition by 2010 95% of all nationally important

wildlife sites.
Green Space Strategies. A Good Practice Guide. CABE SPACE 2004
‘The guide is designed to
steer authorities
through the process of
drawing up effective
strategies based on clear
assessments of stake
holder’s needs and
wishes. It will help
provide a blueprint for
working in partnership
with other landowners
and managers and with
local communities to
deliver excellent parks
and green spaces now
and in the future. It is
aimed primarily at local
government but its good
practice advise will be
useful to anyone with
responsibility for
planning, design and
maintenance of green
spaces.’ (CABE 2004)

‘A strategies broad aims and objectives are to:
• Generate political and inter-departmental support for parks and green spaces

and establish clear lines of responsibility
• Develop a vision shared by politicians, officers, key partners, stakeholders and

communities
• Define the value and role of parks and green spaces in meeting corporate and

community aims
• Create a comprehensive policy framework for the protection, enhancement,

accessibility and use of parks and green spaces
• Make sure that green spaces enhance the quality and diversity of the

environment, the life of local communities and promote civic pride and social
inclusion

• Ensure that the green space network meets the needs of local people, now
and in the future

• Provide a framework for resource allocation that maximises funding to
support improvements from internal revenue budgets and external funding
opportunities

• Create a framework for voluntary and community groups to participate in
green space provision and management.

The LDF could play an
important role in ensuring
that green spaces are
maintained and enhanced.
The LDF should give spatial
expression to local
greenspace plans and in
particular should reflect the
important role that
greenspaces can play in the
regeneration of local
communities.

The objectives of this
strategy are reflected in SA
criteria 1.1, 1.2, 2.1 , and 4.4.

East of England Region
East of England Plan, Draft revision to the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) for the East of England (2004)

‘This document sets out
the East of England Plan,

Vision
The spatial planning vision for the East of England is to sustain and improve the
quality of life for all people who live in, work in, or visit the region, by developing a

The LDF should reflect the
RSS without unnecessarily

There are criteria in the
Sustainability Appraisal that
cover economic

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
63



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document
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a draft spatial strategy to
guide development in
the East of England for
at least the next 20
years and sets out plans
on housing, economic
development, the
environment, transport,
sport and recreation,
waste development,
mineral extraction’ *

more sustainable, prosperous and outward-looking region, while respecting its
diversity and enhancing its assets.

Objectives
• Our objectives are as follows (in no particular order)
• increase prosperity and employment growth to meet identified employment

needs of the region, and achieve a more sustainable balance between workers
and jobs

• improve social inclusion and access to employment and services and leisure
and tourist facilities among those who are disadvantaged

• maintain and enhance cultural diversity while addressing the distinctive needs
of different parts of the region

• increase the regeneration and renewal of disadvantaged areas
• deliver more integrated patterns of land use, movement, activity and

development, including employment and housing
• sustain and enhance the vitality and viab ility of town centres
• make more use of previously developed land and existing buildings, and use

land more efficiently, in meeting future development needs
• meet the region’s identified housing needs, and in particular provide sufficient

affordable housing
• protect and enhance the built and historic environment and encourage good

quality design and use of sustainable construction methods for all new
development

• protect and enhance the natural environment, including its biodiversity and
landscape character
• minimise the demand for use of resources, particularly water, energy

supplies, minerals, aggregates, and other natural resources, whether finite
or renewable, by encouraging efficient use, re-use, or use of recycled
alternatives, and trying to meet needs with minimum impact

• minimise the environmental impact of travel, by reducing the need to travel,
encouraging the use of more environmentally friendly modes of transport, and
widening choice of modes

repeating policies, looking for
synergies between proposed
policies and those that exist
in the RSS. Particular
consideration will need to be
given to the housing and
employment allocations for
Welwyn Hatfield set out in
the draft RSS.

development, the
environment, transport,
sport and recreation, waste
and minerals. Therefore the
East of England Plan is largely
reflected throughout the SA.
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• ensure that infrastructure programmes, whether for transport, utilities or
social infrastructure, will meet current deficiencies and development
requirements; and that the responsible agencies commit the resources needed
to implement these programmes and co-ordinate delivery with development

• minimise the risk of flooding.

Targets

• 23,900 net additional dwellings per annum will be built in the East of England
between 2001 and 2021, a total of 478,000 dwellings.

• The job growth target for the region is 421,500 jobs between 2001 and 2021.
• The Regional Transport Strategy has set the target of increasing the

proportion of rail freight carried by rail by 2010 to 25% by 2010 and 30% by
2020

East of England Plan. The Secretary of State's Proposed Changes and Further Proposed Changes to the Draft Revision to theRegional Spatial Strategy for the East of England
(2007)
This draft of the RSS is
based on the 2004
revision and builds on
the Proposed Changes
to the East of England
Plan (2006) and sets out
a spatial strategy to
guide planning and
development in the East
of England to the year
2021, but also sets a
vision, objectives and
core strategy for the
longer term.

The objectives set out in the draft further proposed changes are as follows:

1. To reduce the region’s impact on, and exposure to, the effects of climate
change by:

• locating development so as to reduce the need to travel;
• effecting a major shift in travel towards public transport, walking and cycling

and away from car use;
• maximising the energy efficiency of development and promoting the use of

renewable and low carbon energy sources; and
• Reducing the risk of damage from flooding.

2. To increase housing opportunities for people in the region by:
• securing a step change in the delivery of additional housing throughout

the region, particularly the Key Centres for development and change; and
giving priority to the provision of affordable housing to meet identified

The LDF should reflect the
targets and objectives of the
RSS without unnecessarily
repeating policies and should
take into account additional
pressures or opportunities
that may arise from the Sub-
areas and Key Centres for
development and change in
the County.

There are criteria in the
Sustainability Appraisal that
cover economic
development, the
environment, transport,
sport and recreation, waste
and minerals, and climate
change. Therefore the East
of England Plan is largely
reflected throughout the SA.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
65



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

needs.

3. To realise the economic potential of the region and its people by:
• facilitating the development needed to support the region’s business

sectors and clusters, improving skills and widening opportunities in line
with the Regional Economic Strategy;

• providing for job growth broadly matching increases in housing provision
and improving the alignment between the locations of workplaces and
homes;

• maintaining and strengthening the region’s inter-regional connections by
improving connections to economic opportunities in London; and

• ensuring adequate and sustainable transport infrastructure.
4. To improve the quality of life for the region’s people by:

• ensuring new development fulfils the principles of sustainable
communities, providing a well designed living environment adequately
supported by social and green infrastructure;

• promoting social cohesion by improving access to work, services and
other facilities, especially for those who are disadvantaged;

• maintaining cultural diversity while addressing the distinctive needs of
each part of the region;

• promoting regeneration and renewal of disadvantaged areas; and
increasing community involvement in the implementation of the strategy
at the local level.

5. To improve and conserve the region’s environment by:
• ensuring the protection and enhancement of the region’s environmental

assets, including the built and historic environment, landscape and water;
• re-using previously developed land and seeking environmental as well as

development gains from the use of previously undeveloped land;
• protecting and, where appropriate, enhancing biodiversity through the

protection of habitats and species and through creating new habitats
through development;
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• providing a network of multi-function greenspace accessible to the
region’s people; and

• reducing the demand for and use of water and other natural resources
and reducing waste and increasing the sustainable management of waste.

Targets

• The overall regional target is for 60% of development to be on previously
developed land

• Total net growth in jobs for the period 2001-2026 – 131,000
• 508,000 total additional dwellings over the period 2001-2021
• Taking into account the homes built between 2001-2007, which exceeded

the RSS housing target of 3,230, an average of 473 homes per year will
need to be built in Welwyn Hatfield from 2007-2021, to meet the
proposed housing provision in the Further Proposed Changes.

Single Issue Review on Planning and Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation in the East of England – Draft Policy (East of England Regional Assembly, February 2008)
This single issue review
to the emerging East of
England Plan was set up
to address the
accommodation needs
of the Gypsy and
Traveller Communities
in the East of England,
and bring the RSS into
line with Government
policy.

The review is required to:

• Address the pressing need for regional policy to assist local authorities in
the East of England in identifying the appropriate number and location of
Gypsy and Traveller caravan sites through their Local Development
Document.

• Conform with ODPM Circular 01/2006 Planning for Gypsy and Traveller
Caravan Sites, which states that RSS revisions should "identify the number
of pitches required (but not their location) for each local planning
authority in the light of local authority Gypsy and Traveller
Accommodation Assessments (GTAAs) and a strategic view of needs
across the region".

• Reflect The Housing Act 2004 and The Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004.

The LDF should reflect the
issues and targets highlighted
in the Single Issue Review,
without unnecessarily
repeating policies.

SA criterion 5.1 seeks to
provide the right amount,
type and tenure of housing
to meet identified local
needs.
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The review sets out Proposed Draft Policy H4 entitled Provision of Pitches for
Gypsy and Traveller Caravan which outlines the need for at least 1,187 additional
residential pitches over the period 2006-2011 and also sets out the additional
pitches required for each area/district. The proposed policy also sets out the
need for provision of an annual 3% increase in the level of overall residential pitch
provision.

A Regional Health Strategy for the East of England 2005-2010 (East of England Regional Assembly, 2005)
The Regional Health
Strategy has been
developed with the 2004
Government White
Paper on Public Health
(Choosing Health), and
the 2005 Sustainable
Futures paper in mind,
and aims to improve the
health of the population
and to reduce health
inequalities across the
region.

Objectives
The Regional Health Strategy identifies 9 strategic priorities and sets out
recommended actions under a number of key headings:

Theme A: Health in Sustainable Communities

• Strategic Priority 1: To ensure that the social, economic and environmental
foundations of healthy lifestyles are designed creatively into new and existing
communities in the East of England, recognising the range of factors that
contribute to health outcomes

• Strategic Priority 2: To provide infrastructure and sustained support to build
social capital, particular ly among those communities (geographical
communities, communities of interest and potentially vulnerable groups)
which are experiencing poor health outcomes, recognising the key role of
family and community relationships and the need to support them

• Strategic Priority 3: To make it possible for communities to ‘choose health’
positively and more easily, recognising the general importance of access,
appropriate information and health literacy, but also harnessing the particular
opportunities linked to the 2012 Olympics/Paralympics in encouraging healthy
lifestyles.

Theme B: Health at Key Life Stages

• Strategic Priority 4: To ensure that children and young people in the East of
England can get off to a healthy start in life, linking in with the National
Service Framework for children, young people and maternity services, and

The LDF should promote
healthy lifestyles and support
the development of health
facilities.

The SA Framework covers
health issues in SA criteria
1.1, and 1.2.
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recognising the five key outcomes set out in Every Child Matters (ECM)

• Strategic Priority 5: To encourage better health for people in the East of
England throughout their working lives, recognising the links between people’s
health and the range of experiences relating to work and workplaces, and
worklessness

• Strategic Priority 6: To support people in the East of England in ‘active ageing’
and adding life to years, linking in with the National Service Framework for
older people, highlighting the needs and opportunities linked to an ageing
population, and recognising and supporting the contribution made by older
people to all aspects of life in the East of England.

Theme C: Health in a Connected Region

• Strategic Priority 7: To recognise and respond to the practical implications of
international gateways for health and health inequalities within the East of
England, acknowledging the needs and opportunities linked to increasing
international mobility

• Strategic Priority 8: To harness the East of England’s international position to
encourage learning, knowledge development and research and development
(R&D) for health, recognising the opportunities to learn from elsewhere

• Strategic Priority 9: To understand and plan for the impacts of climate change
and the more sustainable use of resources within the Region, in terms of
health and health inequalities issues, embracing the imperative to formulate a
clear regional response in terms of adaptation and mitigation, and linking,
particularly, to Strategic Priority 1.

Targets
The Regional Health Strategy does not contain specific targets, but sets out key
actions.
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Integrated Regional Strategy (2005)
The integrated Regional
Strategy (IRS) presents a
Vision and a series of
high level outcomes for
the East of England.
There are 5 main
purposes:
• To provide a joined

– up statement of
regional priorities

• To flag any areas in
which existing
regional strategies
are actually or
potentially
conflicting;

• To suggest
processes through
which tensions
between regional
strategies might be
mitigated and
resolved;

• To provide an
overarching context
for the development
of regional
strategies in the
future, building on
the current Regional
Development
Framework

The IRS highlights priorities for the East of England which should be considered in
the spatial development. Furthermore, the IRS highlights Crucial Regional Issues
which in order to maintain integration and encourage synergies, should be
addressed in the DPDs.

Preparation of the LDF
should take into account the
policy priorities set out in
the IRS for the East of
England, as these form the
framework for sustainable
development of the region.

The SA criteria cover the
issues raised in the objectives,
vision and purposes of the IRS
for the East of England.
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• To provide a clear
statement to central
government of
priorities for the
East of England at a
regional level.’*

East of England Regional Waste Management Strategy (2002)
The Regional Waste
Management Strategy
give guidance on the
land use planning aspects
of waste management,
by considering what
quantities of waste
needs to be treated by
different methods, and
what this means in

Vision
A society which secures sustainable waste management, reducing the creation of
waste and maximising recycling/composting and recovery so as to minimise the
amount of material requiring disposal.

The Region will encourage the development of a positive attitude to waste and its
generation, treatment and disposal, and will promote and develop methods of
waste reduction and management which:
• Minimise the environmental impact of waste management

The LDF should support the
aim of the Regional Waste
Strategy by encouraging
practices that reduce the
creation of waste and
maximise
recycling/composting and
recovery to minimise the
amount of waste going to
landfill. This could include

SA criterion 4.9 minimise the
amount of waste generated
and maximise the re-use,
recycling or composting of
waste that cannot be reduced,
covers the objectives of the
Regional Waste Strategy.
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terms of the scale of
waste management
needs, up to 2021.

• Seek to reduce the generation of waste
• Implement the BPEO for each type of waste
• View waste as a resource and maximise the reuse and recycling and

composting of waste, and extracting value from the remainder
• Secure safe treatment and disposal of hazardous and residual wastes
• Seek to secure where appropriate Regional and county/unitary self sufficiency

in provision for waste management.
• Enlist and encourage community support and participation.

Objectives
A number of objectives/issues underpin the RWMS:
• The principle objective is to reduce the amount of waste being created.
• The increasing restrictions on landfill and the reality that space is running out

will drive increased recovery of value, whilst long term planning wil l ensure
new facilities are brought on stream before landfill capacity runs out.

• The Region should aim to become self-sufficient.
• A range of sites and facilities to handle and process waste will be required in

the Region. However the Strategy is not intended to be prescriptive, and
local circumstances will determine local solutions.

• It is vital that new businesses and facilities to process waste suitable for
recycling are developed.

• Waste Local Plans should identify sites for these new waste businesses and
thus pro-actively encourage their establishment by reducing planning hurdles.

• The Region in making provision for its wastes will expect adjoining Regions to
do the same, including London.

Targets
• Household – recovery of 40% at 2005, 50% at 2010 and 70% at 2015
Commercial – recovery of 66% at 2005, and 75% at 2015

encouraging the re-use of
vacant buildings to minimise
construction and demolition
waste as well encouraging
business and industries to
establish that generate
minimal amount of waste,
that are involved in waste
re-use or recycling or that
create markets for recycled
products.

A Better Life: The Role of Culture in the Sustainable Development of the East of England (2006) and accompanying Action Plan (Living East, 2006)

A Better Life sets out
the cultural strategy for

The Cultural Strategy sets out four priority themes which will be key to
development of culture in the region and includes a number of aims under each

The LDF should aim to
provide cultural facil ities,

The relevant objectives of
Cultural Life in the East of
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the East of England
region over the next 10-
20 years.

The vision of the
Cultural Strategy is “to
put culture at the heart of
life in this region – for
every resident and visitor,
wherever they are and
whoever they are”.

priority theme:

1. Embedding culture in growth and regeneration
• Encouraging planning for cultural assets and infrastructure in growth

areas
• Ensuring regeneration projects have a cultural element.
• Advocating the benefits of cultural infrastructure
• Improving the co-ordination of funding

2. Developing creativity
• Forging stronger links between creative people
• Embedding creativity in education
• Providing support to creative businesses and individuals
• Promoting the importance of creative industries to key decision makers.

3. Growing cultural tourism,
• Prioritising investment in the development of the region’s natural and

cultural assets
• Developing the skills of people in the cultural tourism industry
• Creating innovative propositions for promoting the region’s cultural

assets to visitors
4. Capturing the benefits of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympics

Games
• Ensuring there is a strong cultural element running through the Olympic

and Paralympics celebrations in the region
• Hosting part of the world cultural festival that will be coming to the

country
• Using the Olympics and Paralympics as a catalyst to encourage the widest

possible participation in all aspects of culture, including sport (with a
particular focus on young people and priority groups).

• Developing better measures and evidence base of the impact of culture in
the region.

including sport and
recreational facilities, in
accessible locations and aim
to ensure existing cultural
infrastructure and priority
areas are protected from
potential adverse effects of
development.

England should be reflected
in the SA Framework.

SA criteria 1.1, 1.2, and 2.1
should ensure sufficient
access to cultural faci lities is
achieved through the LDF.

A Shared Vision: The Regional Economic Strategy for the East of England (East of England Development Agency, 2004)
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The Regional Economic
Strategy for the East of
England sets out a long
term vision for the
sustainable economic
development of the
region into a leading
economy.

The Strategy builds on
the original Regional
Economic Strategy for
the East of England
published in 1999 and
revised in 2001. It
focuses on the delivery
of key actions involving
a wide range of
partners.

The vision for the East of England set out in the Regional Economic Strategy is
“a leading economy founded on our world-class knowledge base and the creativity and
enterprise of our people, in order to improve the quality of life of all who live and work
here”.

Objectives/Goals
• A skills base that can support a world-class economy
• Growing competitiveness, productivity and entrepreneurship
• Global leadership in developing and realising innovation in science, technology

and research
• High quality places to live, work and visit
• Social inclusion and broad participation in the regional economy
• Making the most from the development of international gateways and national

and regional transport corridors
• A leading information society
• An exemplar for the efficient use of resources

Targets
The strategy outlines its goals in relation to PSA targets and proposes sets of
regional outcome indicators for each goal. In addition, key priorities, actions and
objectives for each of the goals are outlined.

The LDF should reflect the
objectives of the Regional
Economic Strategy relevant
to Welwyn Hatfield by
providing sufficient
employment land,
encouraging the growth of
businesses, improving
transport and ensuring the
sustainable use of natural
resources.

The relevant objectives of
the Regional Economic
Strategy should be reflected
in the SA Framework,
particularly criteria 6.1 to
6.6.

Draft Regional Economic Strategy 2008-2031(East of England Development Agency, 2007)
The purpose of the
Draft Economic Strategy
is to provide a shared
vision and direction for
the economic
development of the
region, with a set of

The vision is for the East of England, by 2031, to be known as
“An ideas driven region that is internationally competitive, harnesses the talent of all and
is at the forefront of the low carbon economy”.

Objectives
There are three overarching ambitions for sustainable economic development in
the East of England:

The LDF should reflect the
objectives of the Regional
Economic Strategy relevant
to Welwyn Hatfield by
providing sufficient
employment land,
encouraging the growth of

The relevant objectives of
the Draft Regional Economic
Strategy should be reflected
in the SA Framework,
particularly criteria 4.10 and
6.1 to 6.6.
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priorities and actions to
realize that vision.

• To raise growth in GVA per capita and employee above past trends
• To increase the employment rate to ensure more people contribute to,

and benefit from, economic growth
• To reduce the levels of CO2 emissions, and to accelerate the decoupling

of resource use from economic growth

Targets
When finalised the economic strategy will set out some headline targets to
support the vision:

• Raise the annual growth in GVA per capita and per employee
• Raise the employment rate of the over-16 population
• Deliver an overall reduction in CO2 emissions

businesses, improving
transport and ensuring the
sustainable use of natural
resources.

East of England Framework for Regional Employment and Skills Action (FRESA) (East of England Development Agency, November 2002)
The FRESA is a plan of
action to tackle issues
relating to the regional
economy and specifically
employment, skills and
investment.

The FRESA aims to provide “a coherent and collective response (and) concerted,
relevant and targeted actions”. It sets out the characteristics of the Region “to assess
the appropriateness of national policy in meeting the needs of…a dynamic and changing
region.”

It sets out 21 key issues/challenges facing the region that require action:
• Increasing participation in higher education
• Response to redundancies
• Skills for employability
• Workforce development and ‘in work’ progression
• Young people and career choices
• Future labour force
• Higher level skills
• Impact of housing on skills shortages
• Increase of take-up of training by employees in small and medium-sized

enterprises
• Inward investment
• Sector skills
• Under exploited sources of labour

The LDF should aim to
contribute towards Welwyn
Hatfield’s and the Regions’
employment, skills and
investment issues and should
take the key issues, targets
and objectives set out in the
FRESA into consideration.

The relevant objectives of
East of England Framework
for Regional Employment
and Skills Action should be
reflected in the SA
Framework, particularly
criterion 6.6.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
75



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

• Access to learning and ICT
• Ageing workforce
• Business investment
• Enterprise
• ICT
• Increasing employment rates
• Innovation
• Labour market mismatches
• Migration

Targets
For each of the 21 key issues, a number of targets have been established.

Regional Rural Delivery Framework (Government Office for the East of England, 2004)
The purpose of the
RRDF is to embed rural
needs within wider
regional strategic aims,
enabling decision-making
and prioritisation to be
devolved to regional and
local levels. The
Framework seeks to
provide a statement of
the Region’s key
objectives for rural
delivery and promote a
governance structure to
ensure effective
engagement between
rural communities,
stakeholders and key
delivery agents at the

The Vision for the Regional Rural Delivery Framework is that the Framework “will
provide a context in which the needs of rural communities can be appropriately
represented at the national, regional and sub-regional level”

Objectives
There are seven strategic objectives within the framework, and actions are set out
under each one:

Objective 1: To encourage economic, social and environmental activity that
sustains and enhances the distinctive natural, cultural and built heritage of the
Region’s rural areas
• Increased biodiversity
• A thriving land based sector that contributes to a wide range of sustainable

industries in the Region including food and farming
• Increased opportunities for people to understand and enjoy and protect

the distinctive natural, cultural and built heritage of the Region
• The value and natural beauty of the countryside is enhanced for the benefit

of rural communities and society in general
Objective 2: To improve the efficiency and sustainability of resource use across

The LDF should aim to
protect the value of the
countryside through
appropriate and use planning
e.g. directing development
away from sensitive areas.
The rural economy should be
supported and infrastructure
to support learning and skills
in rural areas should be
encouraged. The LDF should
also aim to protect and
enhance the environment.

The SA Framework,
particularly criteria 4.6, 6.4,
and 6.6, should cover the
aims and objectives set out
in the Rural Delivery
Framework.,.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
76



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

regional and sub-
regional level.

rural areas
• Current efforts to improve resource efficiency in rural communities and

industry are supported and extended
• The use of renewable resources as an alternative to non-renewable energy

sources is increased
• The amount of waste produced as a whole is reduced and the proportion

re-used or recycled is increased
Objective 3: To anticipate and respond to the impacts of climate change across
rural areas
• Coastal and low lying areas take a proactive approach to managing the

impacts of climate change
• A proactive approach is taken to managing the potential impacts of climate

change on the Region’s water resources
• The Region’s rural communities take action to mitigate the impacts and

exploit the opportunities of climate change
Objective 4: Promote social inclusion through improved access to services
• Increased community capacity through participation
• Health inequalities are fully addressed
• Improved access for rural communities
Objective 5: To address housing needs in rural areas and respond to the
anticipated impact of growth within the region
• New developments contribute to and enhance the character of rural areas
• Appropriate levels of infrastructure and service provision accompany new

housing development in rural areas as well as urban areas
• Provision of affordable housing, including social and key worker housing is

consistent with the needs of rural communities
Objective 6: To encourage and support enterprise and innovation in rural
businesses
• Improved access to business support in rural areas
• Increased ICT opportunities
• Improved quality and uptake of employment opportunities in rural areas,

particularly in the most disadvantaged areas
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• Market towns playing a strong and effective role as hubs for the rural
economy

Objective 7: To encourage people of all ages to participate in quality learning
opportunities
• Improved access to, and take-up of quality learning opportunities
• Increased uptake of learning opportunities by micro businesses in rural

areas
• Increased levels of transferable skills such as marketing

Targets
There are a number of targets set out under each of the seven strategic objectives
in the Framework.

Regional Sustainable Development Framework for the East of England (East of England Regional Assembly, 2001)
The Regional Sustainable
Development
Framework sets out
sustainable development
objectives for the region
and a process for
incorporating these
objectives into policies,
strategies and plans in
the East of England. The
Framework is intended
to assist in ensuring all
policies, strategies and
plans play their part in
contributing to a
sustainable future for
the region, and that
different policy areas are

To plan for an improving quality of life for the people of the East of England which
is sustainable for the long-term future and, in particular:
• Enable its potential for economic growth to be achieved in a balanced way,

in the interests of all the people of the region, the UK and beyond
• Spread the benefits of growth more equally, so as to reduce poverty, crime,

ill health and social exclusion and reduce inequalities
• Foster a sense of well-being and self-worth by enabling people to achieve

their full potential, and providing for rewarding employment, learning and
leisure

• Protect and enhance the quality of the region’s natural and built
environment

• Manage the use of resources sustainably and innovatively, in order to
minimise the region’s global environment impact

The framework identifies 21 key sustainability issues for the region:
1 The economy
2 Location of growth
3 Transport

The LDF should aim to
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and energy
consumption through the
reduction of car use,
promotion of renewable
energy and encouragement of
efficiency in buildings. The
LDF should also aim to
protect the natural
environment from the
potential adverse effects of
development.

The SA Framework,
particularly criteria 1.1, 4.1,
4.2, 4.4, 4.5, and 6.1, should
cover the objectives set out
in the regional Sustainable
Development Strategy.
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developed in a way that
is complementary and
mutually supportive.

4 Rural issues
5 Agriculture, food and forestry
6 Poverty and deprivation
7 Health
8 Crime
9 Culture
10 Tourism
11 Community participation
12 Learning and skills
13 Natural environment
14 Historic and built environment
15 Global impact
16 Living with climate change
17 Energy
18 Local environmental quality
19 Waste
20 Water resources and quality
21 Minerals

For each of the above issues, it sets out key objectives.

The Framework includes 84 High Level Objective indicators under the following
themes:
• To achieve sustainable levels of prosperity and economic growth
• To deliver more sustainable patterns of location for development, including

employment and housing
• To protect and maintain our most valuable regional assets such as

designated habitats, landscapes of natural beauty, and our historic built
heritage, and to improve the wider environment by means of adequate
investment and management

• To reduce our consumption of fossil fuels
• To achieve a more equitable sharing of the benefits of prosperity across all

sectors of society and fairer access to services, focusing on deprived areas
in the region

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
79



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

• To use natural resources, both finite and renewable, as efficiently as
possible, and re-use finite resources or recycled alternatives wherever
possible

• To minimise our production of by-products or waste, aiming for ‘closed
systems’ where possible

• To avoid using the global environment to underwrite our own
unsustainable way of life (e.g. dependence on unsustainably produced
and/or transported food imports or timber

• To revitalise town centres to promote a return to sustainable urban living
East of England Regional Transport Strategy (EERA, 2003)
The Regional Transport
Strategy provides the
long-term context for
integrating land-use and
transport policy and
identifies transport
investment priorities for
the region.

The Regional Transport
Strategy is a chapter
within the Further
Proposed Changes to
the East of England Plan
- the draft revision to
the Regional Spatial
Strategy for the East of
England.

The RTS aims to provide a strategic regional framework for the delivery of
transport investment and policy priorities.

Objectives
The RTS sets out a number of policies relating to transport in the Region. An
overview of these policies is set out below:
• Changing travel behavior: to bring about a shift towards greater use of

sustainable modes of transport.
• Managing traffic demand: to tackle congestion in a sustainable and integrated

way.
• Urban transport: identify ways to bring about a shift away from car use to

public transport, walking and cycling.
• Inter urban public transport: to facilitate movement between key regional

transport nodes, facilitate access to London and national networks, improve
interchange between nodes and networks.

• Strategic and regional road networks: improve and maintain the networks to
improve journey reliability, access, efficiency, safety, and reduce adverse
environmental impacts.

• Transport in rural areas: provide sustainable access from villages to market
towns and key service centres by supporting public transport and using
communication technologies to reduce the need to travel.

• Management of local roads: to tackle congestion, facilitate safe and efficient

The LDF should aim to
reduce the need to travel by
adopting an integrated
approach to delivering
different types of
development (e.g. housing,
employment, community
facilities etc.). Additionally, it
should aim to retain and
improve local service
provision outside the main
towns (e.g. in villages etc).

The SA framework should
cover the objectives set out
in the Regional Transport
Strategy. In particular,
criteria 1.1, 1.2, 4.2 , 6.1 and
6.4.
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public transport, improve access and safety.
• Walking, cycling and other non-motorised transport: improving provision, and

enhancing access.
• Strategic freight movement: give priority to efficient and sustainable

movement of freight, including rai l and water.
• Access to ports: manage and enhance access to support development and

sustainability.
• Access to airports: manage and enhance access to support development and

contribute to national and regional economic objectives.
• Public transport accessibility: improve provision and accessibility, including

demand responsive services.
• Parking: use parking controls to influence travel change towards more

sustainable modes.
• Transport investment priorities: prioritise investment according to its

contribution to the RTS objectives such as changing travel behaviour.

Targets
The RTS contains a large number of regional targets/outcomes relating to each
policy.

‘Our Environment, our future’ The Regional Environment Strategy for the East of England to 2021 (East of England Regional Assembly and East of England Environment
Forum, 2003)
Regional Environment
Strategy articulates the
importance of
conserving and
enhancing the
environment of the East
of England in order to
improve quality of life
for all.

Objectives
The key aim of the Regional Environment Strategy is “to raise awareness of the
environment among key regional stakeholders, and to inform and advise other regional
strategies to ensure that environmental objectives are integrated with social and
economic issues”.

The Strategy sets out 14 strategic aims under 5 headings:
Delivering sustainable patterns and forms of development
• Accommodate population and economic growth whilst protecting and

The LDF should follow the
vision of the regional
environmental strategy, and
aim to protect and enhance
the environment by
promoting environmental
awareness and sustainable
development, that takes into
account future pressures

The SA Framework should
ensure that the environment
is fully considered.

The objectives set out in the
East of England Biodiversity
Strategy are covered by SA
sub objective 4.6.
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enhancing the environment.
• Reduce the need to travel and achieve a switch to more sustainable modes of

transport.
• Deliver sustainable design.

Meeting the challenges and opportunities of climate change
• Reduce vulnerability of the region to climate change.
• Promote energy conservation and a switch to renewable energy sources.
• Harness environmental benefits arising from climate change.

Ensuring environmental sustainability in the economy
• Improve the environmental awareness, skills, and housekeeping of business

and the workforce.
• Promote the environmental economy.
• Deliver more sustainable agriculture.

Enhancing environmental capital
• Maintain and strengthen landscape and townscape character.
• Enhance biodiversity.
• Conserve and enhance the historic environment.

Achieving sustainable lifestyles
• Reduce the region’s global environmental impact.
• Increase understanding and ownership of environmental issues.

Targets
The Strategy sets out key actions and key indicators that accompany the strategic
aims but does not set out specific targets.

from climate change.

The East of England Plan for Sport (Sport England, 2004)
The vision for this plan
is to have sport play a

Objectives
There are six headline priorities identified for action in the East of England, each

The LDF should encourage
the development of sports

The SA Framework should
ensure that the provision of
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major role in improving
health, generating
economic impact and
encouraging social
equality in the East of
England. The overall aim
of the plan is to raise
participation levels, year
on year, leading to a
significant rise in the
east’s population being
physically active by
2020.

with their own set of targets:

Promotion and marketing:
• Sport will contribute to a 1% year on year increase in participation across

the region through a ’30 minutes a day’ campaign
• Achieve an effective communications hub recognising different market

needs through the creation of a robust communications and marketing
network

Legislation and regulatory change:
• Maximise investment into sport and active recreation through the land-use

planning system
Quality and improvement
• A culture on continuous improvement in the planning, delivery and

evaluation of sport and active recreation through the introduction of
quality assurance standards and promotion of good practice

• Create a best practice forum to recognise, showcase and celebrate the
value of sport and active recreation through innovation and creativity

• Build quality and capacity into the professional and volunteer workforce
through improved professional development and training opportunities

Structures and partnerships
• Have a fully co-ordinated sports development system with delivery led by

County Sports Partnerships, School Sports Partnerships and National
Governing Bodies

• Greater opportunities for low participation groups through the promotion
of effective partnerships and targeted communication

Innovation and delivery
• Strengthen the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic bid in the East of

England through focused activity and participation
• Increase participation in the region’s isolated rural communities through

innovation and creativity
• Maximise the role of education by increasing participation through the

support of the PESSCL project and the promotion of greater community

facilities of a scale and in
locations most likely to
achieve the objectives set out
in the Regional Plan for
Sport.

sports facilities is covered.

The provision of sports
facilities is covered in the SA
Framework through SA
criteria 1.1, 1.2, and 4.2.
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use of educational facilities
• Increase participation in wider forms of active recreation and sport, such as

X-treme sports, utilising innovation, promotion and support
• Increase opportunities for people to participate in sport and active

recreation in their sports club, school, workplace or home through better
access and improved understanding

Strategic planning and research
• Develop a comprehensive evidence base that will be used to measure and

promote the value of sport and active recreation

Sustainable Communities in the East of England: Building for the Future (ODPM, 2003)
Sustainable
Communities the East of
England sets out
proposals for
implementing the
national plan of action to
achieve sustainable
communities in the East
of England.

It highlights actions to
address housing,
planning and
neighbourhood renewal
issues.

Objectives
Building for the Future (East of England) sets out four headline key issues that
need to be addressed:
• Addressing problems of high and rapidly rising house prices and their impact

on the recruitment and retention of staff, particularly close to London and
around Cambridge but spreading deeper into the region.

• Improving transport infrastructure – railways, roads, airports and ports to
meet the needs of economic growth.

• Ensuring that the benefits of economic growth are spread across the region,
particularly to those urban and rural communities facing problems of
deprivation and peripherality.

• Addressing the development consequences of scarce water resources
throughout the region and an increasing sea level for coastal and low lying
areas.

Building for the Future identifies key challenges that need to be addressed in the
East of England under a number of headings:
Housing
• To provide for the East of England’s growing population.

The LDF should incorporate
the objectives of Building the
Future by ensuring sufficient
levels of affordable housing
are provided. It should also
encourage the regeneration
of deprived areas and ensure
that the use of resources is
sustainable in light of the East
of England’s rapid growth.

The LDF should aim to
support sustainable transport
infrastructure and services,
and encourage the
development of
infrastructure to support
learning and skills
improvement especially in the
most deprived areas.

The SA Framework,
particularly criteria 2.2, 4.1
and 4.7, should ensure the
objectives set out in ‘Building
for the Future’ are covered.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
84



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

• To address the imbalance in the demand for and supply of housing.
• Address the issue of increasing numbers of those on modest incomes,

including key public sector workers and others essential to the local economy,
who cannot afford to purchase their own home.

• To close the gap between the need for and provision of affordable housing in
rural Boroughs.

• To achieve the Government's ambitious target to ensure all social housing
meets the decent homes standard by 2010.

Planning
• The requirement for expansion and development of sustainable communities

in the south of the region and around Cambridge has put pressure on existing
Green Belt boundaries.

• Between 1997 and 2001 the average density of new dwellings in the region
was only 22 dwellings per hectare, which along with Yorkshire and the
Humber, is the lowest of any region.

• There is a need to make better use of brownfield sites in urban areas to
unlock the regeneration potential of many towns in the region.

Transport
• There are good north-south links but away from the M25 and A14, eastwest

links are more restricted.
• The road and rail networks, particularly close to London, are heavily

congested at peak times.
• Transport improvement will be an important part of the development of the

growth areas.
• Improvements to public transport would enhance people's access to jobs and

to public and private services in rural areas.

Economic growth and skills
• Economic prosperity and job growth varies across the region. It is highest

close to London and around Cambridge and Stansted, and lowest in peripheral
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towns and coastal areas.
• In parts of the region economic growth is held back because of lower levels of

educational attainment within the adult population.
• The region has 17% of England’s market towns. These need regeneration to

become healthy and attractive centres serving their own population and the
rural hinterland.

Tackling deprivation and renewing communities
• Some Boroughs in the region are amongst the most deprived in England.
• At ward level this deprivation can be intense: a cluster of wards in Great

Yarmouth falls within the top 5 'hot-spots' of deprivation in England.
• There is a need for a comprehensive approach to tackling issues of deprivation

to ensure the integration of new and existing communities.
• Some areas have higher numbers of income support receivers compared to

the England average.

Targets
No specific targets.

The East of England Regional Woodland Strategy – ‘Woodland for Life’ (November 2003)
Sets out a long term
strategy for the planting
and management of
forests

The vision for woodland and forestry in the East of England is that “trees and
woodland are recongised as bringing high quality sustainable benefits to all who live and
work in the East of England”

Objectives
The Strategy sets out 6 themes and identifies aims and actions under each one:
• Quality of Life: improved health and well-being for all the people of the East of

England, through supporting recreation and access, raising health awareness,
enhancing landscape and supporting community engagement.

• Spatial Planning: make the East of England a sustainable, well-designed and
attractive place in which people will choose to live and work, by addressing
site restoration, design of urban environments, green road corridors, and
flooding issues.

The LDF should aim to
protect and enhance
woodland and ensure
development would not
adversely affect the quantity
or quality of woodland.

The SA Framework criteria
1.1, 1.2, and 4.6 cover the
objectives set out in the East
of England Regional Forestry
Framework – Growing Our
Future.
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• Economic Development: make the East of England a creative and competitive
economy, using resources sustainably, including addressing the tourism
industry, and sustainable timber production.

• Renewable Energy: increasing the proportion of regional energy that comes
from renewable sources by promoting the use of wood for heat generation.

• Education and Learning: improve opportunities for lifelong learning and skills
development for everyone in the East of England.

• Natural Environment: aim for a high quality environment that is protected and
enhanced, by adapting to climate change, protecting soils, water supply and
quality, and enhancing biodiversity.

•

Targets
The Regional Woodland Strategy does not contain its own targets but refers to
meeting regional and national targets.

Revised Regional Housing Strategy for the East of England 2005-2010 (East of England Regional Assembly, 2005)

The Regional Housing
Strategy sets out a
vision, strategic aims,
and objectives to guide
the provision of housing
in the Region. Key issues
addressed by the
Strategy include,
providing the right
amount of homes, of the
right types, in the right
place and at the right
price, to meet regional
needs.

Vision
Our Vision is to achieve the sustainability of our communities and the
environment they live in.

Strategic Aims and Objectives
1. To ensure everyone can live in a decent home at an affordable price
• to achieve a step change in the supply of new affordable homes, to meet

identified needs, and to ensure needs are recognised within Regional Planning
Guidance

• To achieve the Decent Homes standard
• To promote strategic working particular ly between regional stakeholders
2. To contribute effectively to social inclusion within sustainable communities
• To identify needs and ensure effective provision for people requiring

additional support, in housing and care e.g. through supporting people
• To contribute to the long term viability of rural communities

The LDF should aim to
provide an appropriate level
of high quality housing to
meet the needs of the
District, including affordable
housing. This housing should
be located in sustainable
locations and reduce
resource consumption and
impacts on the environment.

The SA Framework criteria
4.1, 4.7 and 5.1should cover
the objectives set out in the
Regional Housing Strategy.
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• To enhance the housing opportunities for people from black and minority
ethnic communities

• To link housing investment with initiatives that address issues arising from
structural economic change

3. To enable housing to contribute fully to ensure good health and promote health
equality
• To contribute to the reduction in health inequalities
• To use stock reinvestment to contribute to increasing life spans for both

people and dwellings
• To contribute to the needs of an ageing population
4. To use housing investment to complement sustainable economic development
• To link affordable housing into plans for economic development to enable the

balanced growth of the regional economy
• To build a better response to growth pressures within the region
• To develop a greater understanding of external pressures ,especially London
• To ensure the appropriate mix across all tenures
5. To contribute to sustainable development
• To ensure new housing schemes minimise environmental impact
• To develop new homes that make best use of good practice in design and

sustainability
• To encourage inter agency working in key regeneration schemes
• To encourage efficient use of resources, in particular water

Targets
• The Board adopts an ‘in principle’ target that 25% of all new affordable

housing should be produced using Modern Methods of Construction
• To increase the supply of affordable homes to 7000 p.a.
• Achieve at least a 45% reduction by 2006 of social rented homes falling below

the decency standard, with most improvement in deprived areas

Towns and Cities Strategy and Action Plan: Urban Renaissance in the East of England
‘This strategy and action
plan is the East of

The strategic objectives
• People shaping the future of their community, supported by strong and truly

The LDF should reflect the
objectives of the Action Plan.

Urban renaissance in the
East of England is largely
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England’s response to
the national policy as set
out in the Urban White
Paper and the
Sustainable
Communities Plan.
Across the whole
region, the strategy
strives to make the
most of the vital assets
that are the region’s
towns and cities – and
the people who live,
work, play and invest in
them. Its purpose is to
bring about urban
renaissance in the East
of England.’

representative local leaders
• People living in attractive, well kept towns and cities which use space and

buildings well
• Good design and planning which makes it practical to live in a more

environmentally sustainable way, with less noise, pollution and traffic
congestion

• Towns and cities able to create and share prosperity, investing to help all of
their citizens reach their full potential

• Good quality services – health, education, housing, transport, finance,
shopping, leisure and protection from crime – that meet the needs of people
and businesses wherever they are

• People and organisations in the public, private and voluntary sectors who have
the skills necessary to deliver the urban renaissance

addressed in SA criteria 1.1,
1.2,, 3.1 and 6.6.

A Better Life: the role of culture in the sustainable development of the East of England (2006) and accompanying Action Plan.

A Better Life sets out
the cultural strategy for
the East of England
region over the next 10-
20 years.

The vision of the
Cultural Strategy is “to
put culture at the heart of
life in this region – for
every resident and visitor,
wherever they are and
whoever they are”.

The Cultural Strategy sets out four priority themes which will be key to
development of culture in the region and includes a number of aims under each
priority theme:

1. Embedding culture in growth and regeneration
• Encouraging planning for cultural assets and infrastructure in growth

areas
• Ensuring regeneration projects have a cultural element.
• Advocating the benefits of cultural infrastructure
• Improving the co-ordination of funding

2. Developing creativity
• Forging stronger links between creative people
• Embedding creativity in education
• Providing support to creative businesses and individuals

Culture is an important and
vital aspect of the region.
Where possible the Core
Strategy DPD and planning in
general should help in
promoting, protecting and
enhancing its role.

Although cultural elements
of the SA framework are not
overt, a number of SA
criteria wil l contribute to
meeting the aims of the
strategy including 1.1 and
1.2.
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• Promoting the importance of creative industries to key decision makers.
3. Growing cultural tourism,

• Prioritising investment in the development of the region’s natural and
cultural assets

• Developing the skills of people in the cultural tourism industry
• Creating innovative propositions for promoting the region’s cultural

assets to visitors
4. Capturing the benefits of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympics

Games
• Ensuring there is a strong cultural element running through the Olympic

and Paralympics celebrations in the region
• Hosting part of the world cultural festival that will be coming to the

country
• Using the Olympics and Paralympics as a catalyst to encourage the widest

possible participation in all aspects of culture, including sport (with a
particular focus on young people and priority groups).

• Developing better measures and evidence base of the impact of culture in
the region.

Sub-Regional Strategies
A Housing Strategy for the London Commuter Belt Sub-region, 2005-2008 (London Commuter Belt Housing Sub-Region Group, 2005)
The Housing Strategy
for the London
Commuter Belt Sub-
region, builds on work
undertaken by the sub-
region in 2002 and the
2003 Housing Strategy
for the London
Commuter Belt. It
assesses the sub regional

Vision:
The vision for the London Commuter Belt is:

• To enable growth in the sub-region and to provide for the needs of
homeless people and those who require affordable housing, whilst
protecting the environment;

• To create and maintain sustainable communities and achieve social
inclusion; and

• To make the best use of the existing stock whilst improving its condition
in both the public and private sectors.

The LDF should ensure that
the provision of homes in
Welwyn Hatfield takes into
account the vision, aims and
objectives of this strategy,
particularly in terms of
affordable housing,
sustainability, and social
inclusion.

The issues in the Housing
Strategy for the London
Commuter Belt should be
reflected in SA criterion 5.1.
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housing market, the
activities and actions
required to meet the
needs of the sub-region
and also contains
detailed priorities and
action plans.

Five sub-regional priorities have been identified under which 36 sub-objectives fall.
The priorities are:

• Maximising the delivery of affordable housing.
• Developing the intermediate market.
• Improving stock condition.
• Meeting the needs of vulnerable groups.
• Achieving social inclusion.

Thames Region Catchment Flood Management Plan (CFMP) Consultation Summary Document (Environment Agency, 2007)
Thames Region
Catchment Flood
Management Plan sets
out a sustainable
direction for managing
fluvial flood risk
within the Thames
region for the next 50
to 100 years.

The full CFMP is a detailed, technical document that provides:
• details on the physical characteristics of the region;
• details on the hydrology of the region and flooding history;
• an assessment of flood risk across the region;
• an assessment of how this flood risk could change in the future;
• further detail on the policies;
• technical appendices on the main flood risk areas.

The CFMP involves new approaches to flood risk management and will be used to
guide future investment, policies and flood risk management.

The CFMP’s action plan highlights work necessary to manage flood risk in the
Thames Region and is based on the different types of catchments present in the
region.

The LDF should have regard
to the CFMP and
take into
consideration the
issues associated
with flood risk.

Water resources are
covered by SA criteria 2.2,
4.7 and 4.8.

County
Hertfordshire Structure Plan 1991-2011 (1998), specifically the Hertfordshire Structure Plan Direction – identifying policies to be saved beyond Sept 2007 (Hertfordshire
County Council, Sept 2007)
The Plan provides a
consistent strategic level
planning framework for
the preparation of the
more detailed local plans
by District and Borough

Objectives
The Plan sets a vision for Hertfordshire, aims for sustainability and objectives for
land use planning. It also includes 57 policy statements in relation to sustainable
development including framework policies for sustainable development, settlement
planning, development strategy, housing, education, business and commerce,
transport, transport investment, environmental assets, recreation and leisure,

The LDF should consider the
Plan provisions particularly in
relation to development
strategy, housing, business
and commerce, transport
movement, environmental

There are criteria in the
Sustainability Appraisal that
cover economic
development, the
environment, transport,
sport and recreation, waste
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councils. mineral resources, energy generation, waste management and hazardous
installations and sensitive development areas.

The subsequent stages of rolling forward the Structure Plan to 2016 are currently
on hold as the RSS will supersede the Plan, although some policies are ‘saved’ and
will be rolled forward.

assets and recreation and
Leisure..

and minerals. Therefore the
Hertfordshire Structure Plan
is largely reflected
throughout the SA.

The Upper Lee Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS) (June 2006)
The Upper Lee
Catchment Abstraction
Management Strategy
sets out the abstraction
licensing strategy for
managing water
resources in the Upper
Lee catchment over the
six years.

Vision
“To manage existing pressures on water resources within the catchment and to protect
the flow requirements of the river environment whilst considering the needs of existing
and future abstractors.”
The CAM assesses the resource availability of the Upper Lee and the Water
Resource Management Unit that includes Welwyn Hatfield is over abstracted.
From this the CAM also sets out the licensing strategy.

The LDF should have regard
to the CAM and take into
consideration the limits on
water abstraction.

Water resources are
covered by SA criteria 2.2,
4.7 and 4.8.

Hertfordshire Minerals Local Plan Review 2002-2016 (Hertfordshire County Council, March 2007)
The Minerals Local Plan
sets out the minerals
planning policy
framework for the
County and
development strategy
and policies for minerals
for addressing key
mineral development
issues.

Objectives
The Minerals Local Plan aims to ensure that minerals planning in Hertfordshire is
as sustainable as possible and that the environment is protected and enhanced
where mineral working occurs. It aims to build upon national aims and objectives
and sets out the following objectives:
• To encourage the efficient use of materials, particu larly maximising the use of

recycled and secondary aggregates and reducing the use of primate
aggregates, thereby reducing reliance on land won sources of material.

• To identify and safeguard mineral resources to ensure that there are sufficient
environmentally acceptable sources to maintain an appropriate level of
current and future supply in accordance with Government guidance and to
prevent the unnecessary sterilisation of mineral resources.

• To ensure that the adverse impacts on the environment and people caused by
mineral operations and the transport of minerals are kept, as far as possible,
to an acceptable minimum.

• To ensure sensitive working, reclamation and aftercare practices so as to

The LDF should aim to
prevent the sterilisation of
minerals resources and
encourage minerals recycling
e.g. reuse and recycling of
construction and demolition
waste.

Issues contained within the
Minerals Local Plan, which
are relevant to the LDF are
covered in SA criteria 4.9,
4.10 and 6.5,
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preserve or enhance the overall quality of the environment and promote
biodiversity where appropriate.

• To enable stakeholders to contribute to planning for minerals supply in
Hertfordshire

Targets
The document outlines 19 policies and refers to national and regional targets.

A 50 – year vision for the wildlife and natural habitats of Hertfordshire. A Local Biodiversity Action Plan (March 2006)
This Hertfordshire
Biodiversity Action Plan
meets the commitment
for formulating detailed
action plans and
incorporating recent
developments, and sets
out new challenges for
conserving biodiversity,
wildlife and natural
habitats in
Hertfordshire.

The Plan sets out overall
aims and key objectives
and explains why
particular habitats and
species have been
selected for individual
action plans

Objectives
The objectives for the County set out in the Plan are:
• To establish a plan partnership through identifying and consulting key partners

in the process.
• To produce an overview of our present knowledge of the biodiversity

resource in the county.
• To prepare a series of prioritised habitat action plans to guide work on

protecting, restoring and recreating a sustainable level of biodiversity in the
county.

• Within each habitat action plan to identify detailed targets reflecting both
national and local importance for the first ten years.

• To identify a list of priority species for the preparation of action plans.
Concise target statements should be prepared for all chosen species.

• Within each habitat and species action plan to identify delivery mechanisms
and sources of finance and advice.

• To publish the plan and implement the agreed programme of action.
• To establish a long term monitoring programme to measure the effectiveness

of the Plan in achieving national and local targets.

Targets
Specific targets are set out for each of the habitat types and species in the action
plan.

The LDF should aim to direct
development away from
sensitive areas of biodiversity
e.g. SSSIs, Local Nature
Reserves etc. The LDF
should promote biodiversity
conservation and
enhancement and ensure the
effects, both direct and
indirect, of development on
biodiversity are fully
considered.

The SA Framework should
ensure that biodiversity is
fully considered.

The objectives set out in the
Hertfordshire Biodiversity
Action Plan are covered by
SA criteria 4.6: protect and
enhance biodiversity, taking
into account the impacts of
climate change.
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Enjoy! A Cultural Strategy for Hertfordshire 2002-2007 (Hertfordshire County Council, 2002)
The Hertfordshire
Cultural Strategy
contains aims and
objectives to achieve the
overall aim of ‘offering
everyone the opportunity
to improve the quality of
their lives by being able to
access high-quality cultural
and leisure activities’.

Hertfordshire Cultural Strategy sets out key issues under six main priority areas.
These themes and key issues are:

• Making Hertfordshire a more prosperous and attractive place to live, work
and visit

• Offering children, young people and adults the opportunity to reach their full
potential through access to learning and information

• Encouraging children and young people to access and enjoy cultural and
leisure activities

• Enabling all members of the community to have more and easier access to
different cultural and leisure pursuits

• Valuing and supporting the diverse range of cultural and leisure activities
enjoyed across the County

• Working in partnership with national, regional and local agencies to deliver a
range of cultural and leisure activities effectively

The LDF should encourage
the development of cultural
and educational services and
infrastructure.

Although cultural elements
of the SA framework are not
overt, a number of SA
criteria wil l contribute to
meeting the aims of the
strategy including 1.1, 1.2 ,
2.1, 4.4 and 4.5.

Hertfordshire Youth Crime Reduction Strategy (Hertfordshire Children’s Trust Partnership, May 2007)
Hertfordshire Youth
Crime reduction
Strategy’s overall aim is
to “bring a co-ordinated
approach to reducing
youth crime”.

It provides a framework with which to coordinate and build upon existing
opportunities and initiatives to better meet the identified needs of young people,
their families and communities.

Targets:
The strategy refers to the targets set out in the Local Area Agreement Safer and
Stronger block:

• Reduce the percentage of people surveyed who consider teenagers hanging
around on the streets to be a big or fairly big problem in their local area by 4%
by 2009.

• Reduce the percentage of people surveyed who consider people being drunk or
rowdy in public spaces to be a big or fairly big problem in their local area by 4%
by 2009.

• Increase the percentage of people surveyed who say that they feel very or fairly
safe when outside in their local area after dark by 4% by 2009.

The LDF should aim to
contribute towards the LAA
targets set out in the strategy
and promote initiatives and
facilities that work to tackle
youth crime.

The SA criterion 2.1 should
reflect the issues in the
Hertfordshire Youth Crime
Reduction Strategy.
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• Reduce the percentage of Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (ABCs) that are
breached by 10% over two years.

• Reduce the number of recorded incidents of anti-social behaviour in yet to be
agreed hotspot locations (particularly where alcohol is a contributory factor) by
4.5% by 2009.

Hertfordshire Economic Development Strategy 2006-2011 (Hertfordshire Prosperity, October 2006)
Hertfordshire Economic
Development Strategy
sets out the vision and
strategy for
Hertfordshire over a 5
year period. The
Strategy extends the
policies and
interventions defined in
the first strategy (2000-
2005). Its overall aim is
“to deliver sustainable
economic development in
the county, in partnership
with other agencies and
organisations across the
private, public and
voluntary sectors.”

Objectives
The vision is “To create a strong vibrant economy, responsive to economic and social
change, ready to grasp opportunities and offering opportunities for all.”

The key aims are:
• Set priorities for the Hertfordshire economy and for economic development

within the county so that it can grow in a sustainable manner;
• Ensure that all Hertfordshire residents, particularly those in disadvantaged

communities can reach their potential and play a full part in the local economy
through education and skills development and vocational training;

• Balance new economic and other development against the acknowledged
need to protect Hertfordshire’s environment;

• Take advantage of forthcoming economic opportunities such as the 2012
Olympics.

The strategy is based upon the 8 goals in the Regional Economic Development
Strategy:
• A skills base that can support a world-class economy
• Growing competitiveness, productivity and entrepreneurship
• Global leadership in developing and realising innovation in science, technology

and research
• High quality places to live, work and visit
• Social inclusion and broad participation
• International transport gateways and corridors
• A leading information society
• An exemplar in environmental technologies and the efficient use of resources

The LDF should aim to
integrate the objectives of
the strategy by encouraging
business start ups and
ensuring sufficient
employment land is available
to improve the economy.
Jobs, homes and services
should be provided within
easy access of one another
and proposals for the
development of
infrastructure for learning
and skills enhancement
should be encouraged.

The relevant objectives of
the Hertfordshire Economic
Development Strategy
should be reflected in the SA
Framework, particularly
criteria 6.1 to 6.6.
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The Economic Strategy will be accompanied by an action plan setting out key
actions in line with aims and objectives.

Targets
The Economic Strategy refers to Local Area Agreement, regional and national
targets to be achieved.

Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan 2006/07-2010/2011
The Hertfordshire Local
Transport Plan builds on
the first Transport Plan
2001/02-2005/06 and
sets out a 5 year
programme towards
achieving the vision of a
better transport system
for all by building on
work towards tackling
congestion, delivering
accessibility, providing
safer roads, improving
air quality and improving
the quality of life for
residents. It contains a
detailed programme of
work and outcome
targets for the period
April 2006 to March
2011.

Objectives
The Vision set out for the future of transport in Hertfordshire is “To provide a
safe, efficient and affordable transport system that allows access for all to everyday
facilities. Everyone will have the opportunity and information to choose the most
appropriate form of transport and time of travel. By maximising the capacity of the
network we will work towards a transport system that balances economic prosperity with
personal health and environmental well being.”

The 9 LTP objectives are:
Safety
• To improve safety for all by giving the highest priority to minimising the

number of collisions and injuries occurring as a result of the transport system.
Congestion
• To obtain the best use of the existing network through effective design,

maintenance and management.
• To manage the growth of transport and travel volumes across the county, and

thereby secure improvements in the predictability of travel time.
• To develop an efficient, safe, affordable and enhanced transport system which

is attractive, reliab le, integrated and makes best use of resources.
Accessibility
• To develop a transport system that provides access to employment,

shopping, education, leisure and health facilities for all, including those
without a car and those with impaired mobility.

• To ensure that the transport system contributes towards improving the
efficiency of commerce and industry and the provision of sustainable

Although transport is dealt
with at the county level, the
LDF should aim to deliver
housing, services and jobs in
locations where they are
accessible and encourage
walking and cycling. The LDF
should encourage improved
public transport
infrastructure and services.

The SA framework contains
SA criteria to ensure the
objectives set out in the
Hertfordshire Local
Transport Plan are met. For
example, criteria 4.2, 4.3,
6.2, 6.4, 6.3, and 6.5 address
transport issues, particularly
reducing the need to travel
by car.
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economic development in appropriate locations.
Air Quality
• To mitigate the effect of the transport system on the built and natural

environment and on personal health.
Quality of Life
• To raise awareness and encourage use of more sustainable modes of

transport through effective promotion, publicity, information and education.
• To reduce the need for the movement of people and goods through

integrated land use planning, the promotion of sustainable distribution and
the use of telecommunications.

Targets
The Hertfordshire Local Transport Plan contains a large number of key targets to
meet the above objectives under a variety of themes.

Hertfordshire Accessibility Strategy 2006/07-2010/11 (Hertfordshire County Council, March 2006)
The Accessibility
Strategy forms part of
the Local Transport Plan
and assesses the level of
accessibility problems in
Hertfordshire and sets
out the process
whereby which solutions
can be found.

Objectives
The vision for improving accessibility in Hertfordshire is:
“To have a reasonable standard of access for all by appropriate transport to the key
services of health, learning, work, food shopping and leisure”.

The key objectives of the strategy are to:
• To support those who are disadvantaged to achieve their potential and to

access sustainable employment.
• To work in partnership with transport providers to achieve an efficient,

affordable and enhanced transport system.
• To develop a transport system that provides access to employment,

shopping, education, leisure and health facilities for all, including those
without a car and those with disabil ities.

The objectives link in with Hertfordshire County Council’s wider strategic
objectives for transport, economic development, jobs, housing, health, education
and social inclusion.

Although transport is dealt
with at the County level, the
LDF can contribute towards
the accessibility of the
transport network by
encouraging an adequate
public transport system that
is accessible and affordable.

The SA framework
(particu larly criteria 1.1 and
1.2) should ensure the
objectives set out in the
Hertfordshire Accessibility
Strategy are met.
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Targets:
The strategy sets out one indicator (percentage of people who find it difficult to
travel to a local hospital) to monitor and will develop further indicators and
targets as the strategy progresses.

Hertfordshire Bus Strategy 2006/07- 2010/11
The Bus Strategy forms
part of the Local
Transport Plan but is
required to be published
as a separate document
by the Transport Act
2000.
The Strategy identifies
additional services and
how the County Council
will achieve an
integrated bus network.

Objectives

• Providing an effective and efficient network of bus services as a travel mode
which passengers will choose to use.

• Reviewing the network with others to ensure resources are used to best
effect.

• Improving bus punctuality through commercial partnerships and better
management of the highway network.

• Developing accessibility to employment, shopping, education, leisure and
health facilities by effective design of the bus network, the use of less
conventional approaches and securing maximum external funding.

• Continuing to improve vehicle quality and associated infrastructure at bus
stops and interchanges to increase access to the network by those with
impaired mobility.

• Raising awareness and encouraging the use of bus services through improved
information, marketing and branding.

Although transport is dealt
with at the County level, the
LDF can encourage the use of
buses by providing for an
adequate public transport
system that is accessible and
affordable.

The SA framework contains
SA criteria (for example
criteria 1.1, 1.2, 4.2 , 4.3, 6.2,
6.4, 6.3, and 6.5) to ensure
the objectives set out in the
Hertfordshire Bus Strategy
are met.

Hertfordshire Rail Strategy 2006/07- 2010/11
The Bus Strategy forms
part of the Local
Transport Plan but is
required to be published
as a separate document
by the Transport Act
2000.
The Strategy identifies

Objectives

• To maintain or improve levels of passenger rail service in the county, both on
local routes serving Hertfordshire stations and London, and on long distance
services focused on Watford Junction, Stevenage and Luton.

• To monitor the quality of service to ensure that the rail network remains
attractive to Hertfordshire users.

• To give financial support for certain services which would not otherwise be

Although transport is dealt
with at the County level, the
LDF should support rail use
as a sustainable mode of
transport for passengers and
freight.

The SA framework contains
SA criteria (for example
criteria 1.1, 1.2, 4.2 , 4.3, 6.2,
6.4, 6.3, and 6.5) to ensure
the objectives set out in the
Hertfordshire Rail Strategy
are met.
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additional services and
how the County Council
will achieve an
integrated bus network.

provided, although the council's primary policy is that these services should be
contained in franchise passenger service requirements (PSR's) and funded by
the SSRA.

• To encourage and support major rail infrastructure projects, including Croxley
Rail Link, Thameslink 2000, Channel Tunnel Rail Link, West Coast Route
Modernisation, East Coast Route Modernisation, West Anglia Route
Modernisation, CrossRail, Airlink and East-West Rail.

• To work with railway industry partners to seek solutions for capacity
enhancement of the Hertfordshire network which maximise benefit for the
user whilst minimising the adverse impact on the local environment.

• To explore with franchise bidders the opportunity for service and
infrastructure improvements to be made as part of the franchise replacement
process, or failing that through partnership funding or the Rail Passenger
Partnerships scheme.

• To support the development of rail freight terminals in the county, where they
can be seen to produce a net reduction in heavy goods vehicle traffic, and to
support freight routing strategies and gauge enhancements which will generate
a modal shift towards rail for transit traffic through the county without
adverse environmental impact.

Targets
The rail strategy refers to national targets set in Railtrack’s Network Management
Statement 2000.

Hertfordshire Waste Local Plan 1995-2005 (1999)
The Waste Local Plan is
a statutory Local Plan
covering all the land use
planning aspects of
waste management in
Hertfordshire.

The County Council is
currently reviewing the

Objectives
The overall aim of the plan is to ‘reduce the amount of waste and its environmental
impact’

The Waste Local Plan sets out 13 key objectives:
• To facilitate the provision of sufficient waste management facilities in

Hertfordshire to accommodate the equivalent of the County’s own arisings;
• To recognise that waste management generates employment and is part of

the infrastructure which supports business in general;

Although waste is dealt with
at the county level, the LDF
should encourage the
development of recycling and
composting facilities which
are accessible to
communities, preferably by
sustainable transport mode.

The objectives outlined in
the Hertfordshire Waste
Local Plan are covered in SA
criterion 4.9: minimise the
amount of waste generated
and maximise the re-use,
recycling or composting of
waste that cannot be
reduced.
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Waste Local Plan and
preparing a Waste
Development
Framework.

• To locate waste recycling, handling and reduction facilities as close as
practicable to the origin of waste;

• To promote the development of waste management facilities which increase
the proportion of waste managed further up the waste hierarchy;

• To minimise the traffic generating effects of waste management development;
• To mitigate against the possible effects of greenhouse gases;
• To reduce the overall demand for resources (including land);
• To involve the wider community in the waste management debate;
• To facilitate the increased use of recycled waste materials as aggregate in

Hertfordshire;
• To facilitate a shift away from road transport as the principal means of

transporting waste;
• To minimise the impact of waste management development on the natural

and built environment;
• To maximise the recovery of value (including energy) from waste, where this

represents the Best Practicable Environmental Option;
• To adopt the Best Practicable Environmental Option when considering

alternative forms of waste management development

Targets
The Waste Local Plan refers to national and regional targets such as:

‘To reduce the proportion of controlled waste going to landfill (in England and
Wales) to 60% by 2005.’

Hertfordshire Minerals and Waste Development Framework: Waste Core Strategy (Hertfordshire County Council, Emerging)
The Minerals and Waste
Development
Framework (MWDF),
together with the
district/borough council

The Core Strategy is a major document within the MWDF that will set out the
key elements of the waste planning framework for Hertfordshire, including the
following:

• a spatial vis ion

Although waste is dealt with
at the county level, the LDF
should take the emerging
Core Strategy into account as
if forms a key aspect of the

The objectives to be
outlined in the Waste Core
Strategy would be covered
by SA criterion 4.9: minimise
the amount of waste
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Local Development
Frameworks and the
East of England Plan will
provide the essential
framework for planning
in Hertfordshire.

• strategic objectives
• a planning strategy for sustainable waste management which enables

adequate provision of waste management facilities in appropriate
locations

• core policies
• monitoring and implementation framework with clear objectives

planning framework for
Welwyn Hatfield.

generated and maximise the
re-use, recycling or
composting of waste that
cannot be reduced.

Hertfordshire Waste Strategy 2002 -2024
Objectives/recommended strategy
• Waste minimisation: encouraging Hertfordshire’s population to participate in

minimisation and reduction initiatives.
• Maximising opportunities for recovery of material from the collected waste

stream for recycling and composting: reach the countywide recycling standard
of 30% by 2005/06 and then 50% by 2012, promote kerbside recycling and
recycling bring sites.

• Maximising opportunities for reducing waste to landfill by recovering
secondary value from the residual waste stream: as in use anaerobic digestion
to produce agricultural soil conditioner, produce heat or power etc.

• Strategy for development of markets: for the materials that will be recovered
and recycled.

Targets
• Target at least 40% of the household waste stream for recovery and

subsequent recycling.
• Target at least 20% of the household waste stream for recovery to be

subsequently composted.
• Provide a kerbside collection service of recyclable and compostable materials

to at least 80% of Hertfordshire’s households and achieve at least 90%
participation.

• Recover at least 90% of the recyclate being processed by recycling
technologies.

• Compost at least 95% of the putrescible waste subjected to composting
technologies.

Although waste is dealt with
at the county level, the LDF
should consider the
management of waste
generated from new and
existing developments and
encourage the development
of recycling and composting
facilities which are accessible
to communities, preferably by
sustainable transport mode.

The objectives outlined in
the Hertfordshire Waste
Strategy are covered in SA
criterion 4.9: minimise the
amount of waste generated
and maximise the re-use,
recycling or composting of
waste that cannot be
reduced.
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Local
Welwyn Hatfield District Plan 2005 (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2005)
The District Plan sets
out planning policies to
provide a basis for
decisions on planning
applications and to make
proposals for
development and the
use of land and to
allocate land to meeting
housing, employment
and social needs.

The council has
identified policies to be
saved beyond April
2008.

Objectives
The District Plan identifies subsets of objectives for each of the policies covered
by the Plan. The key objectives of the Plan are:
• Preserve and enhance the District’s wildlife and biodiversity, landscape, urban

open land and historic environment, and minimise the use of natural
resources

• Provide for development to meet the recognised needs of local people in
terms of housing, jobs, shopping, leisure, services, health and community
facilities, education and training

• Maintain the Green Belt and concentrate development within the main towns
and villages of Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield, Welwyn, Oaklands and Mardley
Heath, Digswell, Woolmer Green, Welham Green, Brookmans Park, Cuffley
and Little Heath, in particu lar on previously developed Land

• Seek to sustain the countryside and rural communities, allowing development
in rural areas where this helps to sustain the rural economy and community
life; preserves the quality of the countryside and supports the purposes of the
Green Belt

• Minimise the overall need to travel by encouraging more balanced and self-
contained settlement, promoting mixed-use development and locating
development where it is accessible

• Reduce dependence on the car by requiring development to be located and
designed so it is accessible by and gives priority to pedestrians, cyclists and
public transport

• Maintain and enhance the quality of the urban environment by protecting
open space and requiring good quality, sustainable design in all new
development

• Foster a ‘sense of community’ through the protection and provision of
services and facilities and through careful design of new development

• Maintain and improve the vitality and viability of Welwyn Garden City and
Hatfield town centres and the District’s vil lage and local centres, by protecting

The Local Development
Framework will eventually
replace the District Plan.
The aims and objectives of
the District Plan should be
updated, but reflected in the
LDF.

There are criteria in the
Sustainability Appraisal that
cover economic
development, the
environment, transport,
sport and recreation,
housing and employment.
Therefore the Welwyn
Hatfield District Plan is
largely reflected throughout
the SA.
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their primary shopping functions and encouraging a greater diversity of uses
• Increase economic prosperity through the regeneration of key areas of the

District

Targets
There are targets set out in the policies (chapters), including targets for affordable
housing, new retail floor space in town centres, percentages for retail frontage etc.

Welwyn Hatfield: The Next 5 Years (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2005)
Strategy sets out key
local priorities for
Welwyn Hatfield for the
period 2005-2010, and
promises set by WHBC
in addressing these
priorities.

Objectives
Sets out local priorities from 2005-2010 as the following:
• Work with the police and other agencies to reduce crime and anti-social

behaviour;
• Make Welwyn Hatfield cleaner and greener;
• Make sure people have a decent home;
• Promote a sense of community in the District;
• Make sure we are accountable to you.

Targets
There are no quantifiable targets set.

Need to consider the 5
priorities within the SA
Framework when developing
the LDF

There are criteria in the
Sustainability Appraisal that
cover crime, the
environment, transport,
sport and recreation,
housing and employment.
Therefore Welwyn Hatfield:
The Next 5 Years is largely
reflected throughout the SA.

Welwyn Hatfield’s Parking Strategy 2004-2010 (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2004)
The Parking Strategy
sets out the Council’s
approach to a wide
range of parking issues
in the Borough including
park and ride facilities,
on-street and off-street,
residential areas and
town centre areas.

Objectives
Vision: “The Council will use parking management, including enforcement and provision,
as a tool to benefit road safety, the environment, traffic management and the economic
vitality of the town centres.”

• To minimise the effects of on street parking upon road safety and congestion.
• To reduce dependence on the car, particularly in town centres
• To help maintain the vitality of town centres and to discourage out of town

developments
• To ensure that car parking provision and enforcement are broadly self-

financing
• To reduce, where possible, environmental damage caused by cars and car

The LDF can consider
parking issues in new and
existing developments, and in
town centres and residential
areas and look to reduce
dependency on the car and
improve safety and
environmental conditions
through park and ride
schemes.

The objectives outlined in
the Parking Strategy should
be covered in SA criteria 4.2
and 6.3.
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ownership, particularly in residential areas.
• To reduce, where possible, competition for road space, between residents and

other groups.

Targets
The Strategy has an action plan of measures to introduce which contains some
targets such as introducing targets in all council car parks with in 5 years and
provide convenient and suitable parking space for blue badge holders.

Welwyn Hatfield Cycling Strategy 2003-2008 (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2003)
The Cycling Strategy
outlines the Council’s
policies and action plans
for cycling.

Objectives
• To increase utility cycle trips eg. journeys to work and school
• To increase cycle use generally
• To decrease journeys made by car
• To improve safety for cyclists through physical measures and education
• To promote the environmental, economic and health benefits of regular cycle

use through various means
• To link the Borough’s cycle network together and create new routes

Targets
The Cycling Strategy has an action plan that sets out how objectives will be
achieved and timescales.

The LDF can consider cycling
in new and existing
developments as a healthier
and more sustainable mode
of transport to reduce car
dependency.

The objectives outlined in
the Cycling Strategy should
be covered in SA criteria
1.1, 1.2, and 4.2:

A Strategy for Walking in Welwyn Hatfield (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2002)
The Strategy aims to
promote walking for
everyday activities and
for leisure. Giving
people wider travel
choices and enabling
them to take advantage
of the health benefits
and recreational

Objectives
Vision: “All who live in, work in or visit the District should have access to the many
opportunities that walking offers: travel on foot for whatever reason should be safe,
comfortable and convenient for all; people should be able to enjoy the benefits of better
health through being able to walk; and opportunities for recreation and leisure on foot
should be accessible to all.”

• To work constructively with those who have an interest in the Welwyn
Hatfield walking strategy.

The LDF should consider
walking in new and existing
developments as a healthier
and more sustainable mode
of transport to reduce car
dependency.

The objectives outlined in
the Walking Strategy should
be covered in SA criteria
1.1, 1.2, and 4.2:
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opportunities of walking. • To seek quality for pedestrians, securing convenient pedestrian access to key
destinations, particularly schools, town centres, places of work, leisure
facilities & public transport.

• To improve & maintain the walking environment so that it is more attractive,
convenient & safer for all pedestrians to use.

• To integrate walking more effectively with other modes of transport, in
particular public transport, thereby enabling sustainable transport choices &
providing realistic alternatives to use of the car.

• To ensure that individuals are able to benefit from the health opportunities
that walking provides both for recreational and transport purposes.

• To promote the opportunities for walking & the valuable role it can play in the
district’s transport system

Welwyn Hatfield Air Quality Strategy – Progress Report 2005 (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2005)
The Progress Report is
intended to ensure
continuity of Local Air
Quality Management
Process (LAQM) in
Welwyn Hatfield.

Objectives
The overall objective is to provide an annual review and update on air quality
issues and developments that might be significant to air quality in Welwyn Hatfield.

Measured air quality with in Welwyn Hatfield currently meets national standards,
and concentrations of nitrogen dioxide are predicted to meet the objectives for
2006 and 2010.

The Report sets out detailed objectives as they are included in the Air Quality
Regulations 2000 and (amendment) 2002 for the purpose of LAQM.

The LDF should aim to meet
the targets set out in the
NAQS by considering the
implications of new
development on
increasing/decreasing traffic
flows, and its subsequent
impact on air quality.

The objectives outlined in
the Welwyn Hatfield Air
Quality Strategy should be
covered in SA criterion 4.3.

Welwyn Hatfield 2015: The Borough’s Corporate and Community Plan (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2007)
The Corporate and
Community Strategy
sets out the Council and
local partners’
commitments to deliver
on aims, promises and
targets that have been

Vision for the Borough in 2015:
‘To be a place where people live together in healthy, safe and strong communities, a
thriving economy and a pleasant and sustainable environment.’

Objectives and Targets
The Corporate and Community Strategy sets out 6 long term objectives and
associated targets:

The LDF should aim to meet
the objectives and targets set
out in the Corporate and
Community Plan. The LDF
should aim to meet housing
needs, provide health and
community facilities and

There are a large number of
criteria in the SA
Framework which address
the objectives set out in the
Community Strategy. These
include 1.1, 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 5.1
and 6.6.
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set to achieve
improvement in
Welwyn Hatfield.

• Health Improvement – ensure the people of Welwyn Hatfield become
healthier year on year, and reduce the number of people suffering health
inequalities by 10% by March 2015.

• Safer Communities - ensure the people and communities of Welwyn Hatfield
become safer and reduce total crime in the Borough by 15% from its 2008
level by March 2015.

• Good Citizenship – to ensure disadvantaged people and communities in
Welwyn Hatfield become more socially involved year on year, and to reduce
by 150 the number of adults, children and pensioners suffering from 5 or
more of a list of 10 disadvantages, by March 2015.

• Improving the Environment – to work to increase public satisfaction with the
overall environment of the Borough by March 2015, based on a locally agreed
environmental checklist.

• Decent Housing – in order to provide high quality, affordable, decent homes
in attractive places where people want to live, work to achieve 100% of the
targets on an agreed Housing Quality Checklist by March 2015.

• A Thriving Economy - to ensure the Borough has a long term sustainable
economy that creates prosperity, work to achieve 100% of the targets on an
agreed economic checklist by March 2015.

The Corporate and Community Plan also sets out the Council’s 5 promises to the
Borough:
• We will work with the police and other agencies to reduce crime and anti-

social behaviour.
• We will make Welwyn Hatfield cleaner and greener.
• We will make sure people have a decent home.
• We will promote a sense of community in the Borough.
• We will make sure we are accountable to you.

The work programme for the Corporate and Community Plan are set out in the
Local Area Agreement for Hertfordshire that sets targets for the County under 4
themes:

ensure development is
designed in such a way as to
reduce crime.

Development should be
located in areas which do not
adversely affect the natural
environment and recycling
facilities and renewable
energy infrastructure should
be provided for.

Sufficient educational and
learning facilities should be
provided for in the LDF along
with infrastructure to
support tourism and business
growth.
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• Safer and stronger communities
• Healthy communities and older people
• Children and young people
• Economic development and enterprise

Enjoying Life: Making the Most of Living in Welwyn Hatfield – Cultural Strategy (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, June 2003)
The Cultural Strategy
sets out a number of
objectives and targets to
stimulate and enhance
people’s cultural
experience, developing
and drawing on
partnerships between
councils, health trusts,
police, educational
institutions and local
residents.

Objectives
Vision: “to stimulate and enhance everyone’s cultural experience. No one gets to avoid
‘culture’! It is made, re-made, changed, improved, valued and enjoyed by people of all
types and all ethnic backgrounds. We want to help everyone be part of it.”

The strategy’s objectives are set out under 4 themes:

Theme 1: helping young people develop their potential
• Encourage all young people to reach their full potential
• Actively involve young people in democracy

Theme 2: encouraging participation and involvement in cultural l ife
• Increase awareness of opportunities to get involved in community life
• Find ways to improve everyone’s access to cultural activities by

strengthening community networks and capacities

Theme 3: making Welwyn Hatfield a more attractive, healthy and safe place to live,
work and visit

• Improve understanding of environmental issues and people’s care for our
open spaces

• Work in partnership to reduce the level and fear of crime and enable
people to lead independent healthy lives

Theme 4: promoting prosperity and regeneration
• Enable cultural business to contribute to the improvement of

employment opportunities, support an inclusive local economy and help
reduce deprivation where it exists.

The LDF should aim to meet
the objectives and targets set
out in the Cultural Strategy
by encouraging and providing
for sustainable and inclusive
cultural faci lities and
activities, and educational
services and infrastructure.

The LDF could also address
health and fear of crime
issues by taking these
considerations into account
in new and existing
developments.

Although cultural elements
of the SA framework are not
overt, a number of SA
criteria wil l contribute to
meeting the aims of the
strategy including 1.1, 1.2 ,
2.1, 3.1, 5.1 and 6.6.
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Targets
A number of targets have been established under each theme heading in order to
meet the objectives above.

Community Safety Strategy (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2005)
The Community Safety
Strategy sets out
Welwyn Hatfield
Borough Council’s
proposals for improving
community safety and in
particular dealing with
“crime, disorder, anti-
social behavior and the
misuse of drugs and
alcohol” over the next
three years and
identifies areas where
efforts should be
concentrated. The
Strategy provides a
framework for reducing
crime and disorder.

Objectives

The Community Safety Strategy aims to reduce crime and the perception of crime
in the Borough by working to meet agreed outcomes under four priority aims:
• To reduce crime, concentrating particu larly on home burglary, theft of and

from vehicles, domestic violence and other ‘hate crimes’.
• Reduce anti-social behaviour and alcohol-related disorder.
• To reduce the harm caused to communities by misuse of drugs.
• To reduce the fear of crime and build community confidence.

Targets
The Community Safety Strategy aims to contribute to meeting PSA targets set at
the national level such as :
• Reduce BCS Comparator Crimes by 18.5% by 2008
• To reassure the public, reducing the fear of crime and anti-social behavior,

and building confidence in the criminal justice system without compromising
fairness

• To bring 1.25 million offences to justice in 2007/08
• To reduce the harm caused by illegal drugs including substantially increasing

the number of drug misusing offenders entering treatment through the
Criminal Justice System

• Increase voluntary and community engagement, especially amongst those at
risk of social exclusion.

The LDF should aim to
reduce crime and fear of
crime e.g. promoting
designing out crime which
can ensure streets are well lit
and locating development to
avoid dead ends and narrow
alleyways.

Crime and fear of crime
should be covered in criteria
2.1.

Welwyn Hatfield Housing Strategy 2004-2007 (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, June 2004)
The Housing Strategy is
designed to provide a
cohesive strategic

Objectives
The Housing Strategy sets out future targets within the following six strategic
priorities:

The Housing Strategy has
significant implications for the
LDF as this document is

Objectives to deliver decent
and affordable homes for all
in the Borough should be
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approach to local
housing. The Strategy
aims to be an
informative guide to the
way local housing needs
and priorities are to be
addressed over the 3
year period of the
Strategy.

• To provide sufficient sustainable and affordable homes which meet the
housing size, location and tenure required by local people in housing need

• To promote physical improvements in both private and public sector housing
through planned programmes of capital investment and grants in pursuance of
the Decent Homes Standard, energy efficiency measures, health and safety
housing enforcement and healthy living initiatives

• To encourage and provide a wide range of social care and support services
which assist the more vulnerable members of our communities to sustain
independent living for as long as they wish to do so

• To give local people reasonable choice and preference about where and what
they live in, by promoting equal access to sustainable accommodation based
on their identified housing priority

• To work with our partners to create a safe place in which to live and work,
where vibrant and balanced communities make a positive contribution to the
economic, social and environmental well-being of the Borough

• To tackle homelessness through the implementation of our Local
Homelessness Strategy 2003-08 in partnership with others

Targets
The Housing Strategy sets targets for each of the six strategic priorities, however
these targets are not quantifiable.

concerned with the level,
type and location of housing
in the Borough.

The LDF should aim to meet
the objectives in the Housing
Strategy by ensuring the
amount of housing, including
affordable housing is
sustainable and appropriate.
The LDF should aim to
develop on previously
developed land and vacant
buildings and deliver Decent
Homes for all.

covered as part of the SA
criteria 5.1.

Welwyn Hatfield Local Homelessness Strategy 2003-2008 (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2003)
The overall aim of the
Strategy is to ‘prevent
homelessness occurring in
Welwyn Hatfield wherever
possible; to provide
comprehensive advice,
assessment,
accommodation, and
support services where it
does; and provide

Objectives
Welwyn Hatfield’s Local Homelessness Strategy has been developed to meet the
following strategic objectives:

• Improving homelessness prevention
• Meeting housing need from the homeless
• Effective joint-working
• Improving customer services to the homeless

Targets

The LDF should aim to meet
the targets set out in the
Strategy by increasing the
supply of housing at the
lower end of the price range
on the open market.

Objectives to deliver decent
and affordable homes for all
in the Borough should be
covered as part of the SA
criteria 5.1.

Welwyn Hatfield LDF Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Appendix 5 - Plans & Programmes Review March 2008
109



Overall aim or
purpose of document

Objectives, opportunities, constraints and targets identified in the
document

Implications for the LDF Implications for the
SA/SEA

opportunities for
resettlement in the
community which is
responsive the needs of
local people and targeted
at breaking the cycle of
repeat homelessness’.

The Strategy sets out a large number of detailed local targets for each of the
strategic objectives to tackle homelessness

Waste Policy and Plan for Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (Second Draft) (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, October 2007)
The Waste Policy and
Plan for Welwyn
Hatfield progresses the
1992-2000 Recycling
Plan and assess current
trends and policies and
sets out a number of
policies and action plans
to promote and work
towards sustainable
waste management.

Objectives
The Waste Policy and Plan’s vision is:
“to manage waste and resources in a way that does not compromise the potential for
future generations to meet their own needs…(and) to provide high quality and cost
effective services, with which the public will engage and make use of.”

A number of policies that apply to Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council and the
Hertfordshire Waste Partnership have been set out and include the following
targets:

Policy 22: The Hertfordshire authorities will work together through the HWP to
ensure the amount of residual household waste generated per person does not
exceed the following amounts:

• 315 Kg in 2008;
• 300 Kg in 2010; and
• 285 Kg in 2012.

Policy 26: Jointly, the Hertfordshire authorities will aim to recycle and compost a
minimum of:

• 40% of household waste by 2008;
• 45% of household waste by 2010; and
• 50% of household waste by 2012.

The LDF should contribute
towards the targets and
action plans set out in the
Waste Policy and Plan by for
example, encouraging the
provision of recycling
centres, and promoting
efforts to educate residents
and promote waste
awareness campaigns.

Making efficient use of
resources and minimising the
disposal of waste to landfill is
covered in SA criterion 4.9.
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A Local Biodiversity Action Plan for Welwyn Hatfield District (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, 2003)
The overall aim of the
BAP is for Welwyn
Hatfield to be ‘a District
where there will be a
progressive increase in
biological diversity which is
properly cared for and
treasured by all who live,
work and play there’

Objectives
Overarching objectives of the BAP are:
• To implement the aims of the UK National BAP at a local level and thus to

encourage thinking nationally but acting locally
• To focus resources upon the protection, conservation and enhancement of

locally important wildlife through species action plans (SAPs) and habitat action
plans (HAPs)

• To encourage local organisations to recognise local conservation priorities
and to educate and inform local people about biodiversity issues and
opportunities

• To develop closer working partnerships between local conservation groups,
the Council, local businesses, and local volunteers

• To encourage the inclusion of actions to enhance local biodiversity in all
Council policy

• To review, evaluate and monitor the local biodiversity resource
• To ensure that the BAP is a living and long-term working document

Targets
The Welwyn Hatfield BAP specifies action plans for 5 habitats and 14 species in
the District

The LDF should aim to
protect biodiversity from the
adverse effects of
development, and should
promote the BAP targets in
its policies.

The SA Framework should
reflect the objectives set out
in the Local Biodiversity
Action Plan for Welwyn
Hatfield District.

SA criterion 4.6: protect and
enhance biodiversity, taking
into account the impacts of
climate change covers
biodiversity.

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Tree Strategy (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, January 2007)
The Tree Strategy sets
out the Council’s 20
year strategy for the
sustainable management,
conservation and
enhancement of the
Borough’s tree and
landscaping assets.

It contributes towards

Objectives
The Council has identified 3 strategic objectives, with associated actions:
1 To effectively manage the lifecycle of trees by

• Developing and implementing good operational practices
• Developing community awareness and participation
• Informing the community about the Council’s approach to the

management of trees in the urban environment

2 To conserve the Borough’s distinctive high quality environment by
• Protecting privately owned trees and woodlands of high amenity value

The LDF can address the
objectives of the strategy
through ensuring
developments protect and
maintain existing trees and
woodland, and through
encouraging the planting of
more trees.

The aims of the strategy are
reflected in SA criteria 1.1,
4.4 and 4.5.
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and builds upon a range
of objectives and
priorities published in
the Welwyn Hatfield
Community Plan and
Corporate Plan.

• Assessing over the life of this Strategy, the importance of the Borough’s
historic landscape, on publicy owned and managed land

3 To enhance the environment by improving and developing the Borough’s
treescape by

• Seeking the highest standard of tree planting in new development
implemented by the Council

• Seeking the highest standard of tree planting in new development
implemented by others through the planning system

• Developing a set of criteria to assess the priority areas for street tree
planting

Targets
The Strategy sets out performance management arrangements for each strategic
objective that includes the target to plan no less than 200 new trees per annum.
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