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Figure 2 - Strategic Gap

N

1573

Not to Scale

ZN

Brookmans Estate
DATE

CHECKED
CJ

NOV 2019

© COPYRIGHT LIZ LAKE ASSOCIATES
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey map data
by permission of Ordnance Survey © Crown
copyright 2019 Licence No.100007196
© Crown copyright and database rights 2019
Ordnance Survey Licence No.0100031673

HATFIELD

HS11

WELHAM
GREEN

HS22

POTTERS
BAR

East Coast Main Line

Solar farm

Settlement outside green belt

Royal Veterinary College
Green gap

HS11 Site Allocation (120 homes)
HS22 (BrP4) Site Allocation (250 homes)

Welham Green and Hatfield
South parish boundary

Sites & Boundaries
Study

SCALE

PROJECT CODE

DRAWN

CONTENT

Figure 3 - Green Gap between
Hatfield and Potters Bar
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Figure 4 - Landscape and Biodiversity Opportunities
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1. Implement a programme of conservation management to
Peplin’s Wood and The Legg, the connecting areas of ancient
woodland and Local Wildlife Sites. A phased programme of
thinning and coppicing is proposed to enhance the species, age
and structural diversity of the woodland and encourage the
regeneration of a characteristic woodland flora. The woodland
is presently used to rear pheasants for commercial game
shooting, it is intendedthat this would be discontinued under
the new management programme. The existing inappropriate
trees and shrubs (including poplar, sycamore and laurel) would
be removed as would the fly tipping. Public access would be
permitted via new rides to be created in strategic parts of the
woodland, these rides and proposed new glades would
increase the diversity of habitats within the woodland.

Figure 4 - Landscape and Biodiversity Opportunities
2 - Existing pond to be
subject to habitat enhancement to
increase potential use by amphibians
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2. Ponds located in the ancient woodland, which are currently
heavily silted and of low ecological value, are to be restored to
provide suitable open habitat for a range of aquatic flora and
flora, including great crested newts, which are found in nearby
ponds.
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4. Enhancement of existing Wildlife site.
5. The hedgerows are to be reinforced to provide a substantial
native tree belt linking the ancient woodland habitats to provide
a valuable wildlife link for bats, great crested newts, reptiles
and other protected and notable species, including a range of
characteristic woodland birds.
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3. Nature Conservation Area (NCA): the extensive area of open
grassland and isolated mature oak specimens to be retained
and enhanced as diverse habitat of value as informal
recreational space and subject to habitat creation measures to
provide a mosaic of new habitats and optimise the wildlife
value of the area. The existing grassland would be enhanced to
increase floristic diversity and promote complementary areas of
damp and neutral / acidic grassland. The majority of the
existing grassland on the north and south of the Legg would be
subject to an ongoing agricultural management regime
including hay cropping and grazing, to optimise the botanical
value of the grassland.

6. A 15m buffer strip will be provided adjacent to the ancient
woodland within the development area managed to provide a
linear woodland edge habitat including some native tree and
shrub planting, to boost natural regeneration, within a mosaic
of grassland communities. The resulting graded shrubby and
tall grass / herb woodland edge will be of undoubted benefit to
invertebrates, breeding birds, bats, other small mammals,
herptiles and other wildlife.
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7. New ponds / SuDs to be created on the site. These would
be specifically designed to optimise their potential for wildlife
and would be planted with locally indigenous marginal and
emergent aquatic plants, to encourage use by typical wetland
insects, breeding birds and amphibians.
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8. The peripheral area of woodland adjacent to the proposed
school and scout hut is currently particularly disturbed and
degraded (fly tipping and dog fouling) and would provide an
ideal opportunity for restoration and the implementation of
educational facilities eg. a woodland classroom and projects
including localised planting / seeding and the construction,
installation and monitoring of bird and bat boxes, insect ‘hotels’
etc.
9. General buffer enhancements.
10. Area of cleared woodland currently sown to a game of
crop.
Restore woodland/create new pond.
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11. Historic hedgerow reinstated.

LEGEND

WS

Existing Public Footpath

Proposed Right of Way or
Permissive Routes

Wider connectivity

Proposed wildlife
enhancement

Existing settlement

Proposed new hedgerows

Landscape enhancement
to boundary feature

Proposed trees

Local Wildlife
Site

Watling Chase Community
Forest

Proposed residential
development

East Coast Main
Line

© COPYRIGHT LIZ LAKE ASSOCIATES Reproduced from Ordnance Survey map data by permission of Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright 2019 Licence No.100007196
© Crown copyright and database rights 2019 Ordnance Survey Licence No.0100031673

Title: Figure

Proposed ponds
Existing ponds to
be restored and
enhanced

Existing hedgerow
strengthen
Land in ownership

12. Planting within and around the proposed residential
development area would include groups of native flowering and
fruiting trees and shrubs of specific value to invertebrates,
breeding birds and bats. These new habitats, along with
retained / enhanced areas of grassland, would help to screen
and sub-divide the development, to integrate it into the
surrounding partially wooded landscape and to optimise
ecological connectivity, through creating new green links and
habitat of intrinsic value to a range of wildlife.
13. Restoration of disturbed and degraded land to reinstate
lanscape character (currently used for storage and stockpiling).
14. Community orchard to include traditional Hertfordshire
varieties of apples and other fruit trees.
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Figure 5 - Brookmans Park Aerial View
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