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4global Consulting Terms of Reference 

Estimates and forecasts contained within this report are based on the data and information obtained at that 
time and the accuracy of resultant findings and recommendations is dependent on the quality of that data. 

The author(s) will not be held liable for any data provided by third party organisations as part of the Playing 
Pitch Strategy (PPS) delivery process. The data and recommendations have been conscientiously reviewed 
through the PPS governance process, with all data and information  subject to a thorough check and 
challenge process via the Project Steering Group. Notwithstanding this, it has not been possible for the 
author to independently review every element of data provided by third parties. 
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 Introduction and methodology 

 Project scope and objectives 

 Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, hereby referred to as WHBC, has commissioned 

4global Consulting to prepare a Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS), to provide the council with a 

clear evidence base and guide future provision and management of new sports pitches 

and outdoor sports facilities in the Welwyn Hatfield area in the context of national policy 

and local sports development criteria.  

 A PPS is a strategic assessment that provides an up to date analysis of supply and 

demand for playing pitches (grass and artificial) and outdoor sports facilities in the local 

authority. The strategy and the evidence base upon which it is based is delivered using 

national guidance and facility insight from specific Governing Bodies of Sport and the 

council. The assessment will focus on facilities used by the following sports: 

• Football 

• Rugby Union 

• Cricket  

• Hockey 

• Tennis 

• Netball 

• Lacrosse 

• Golf 

• Cycling 

• Bowls 

• Athletics 

 Within these sports, the strategy will seek as far as is practical to include consideration of 

all forms of play, whether; 

• Club and league based (formal) play and training 

• Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up and play 

‘products’ such as Rush Hockey, Mash-up Football, Last Man Stands Cricket, and 

Touch Rugby) 

• Informal and un-programmed play by groups of residents, workers, students, school 

friends (out of school) 

 The PPS will provide a holistic analysis of sports facilities across the Study Area, leading 

to a comprehensive set of recommendations for the future development of facilities, in line 

with the needs of local residents. 

 The consultant team has worked with the council and PPS steering group to provide a 

strategy that is fit-for-purpose and addresses the specific issues and risks for the area. It 

is key that this PPS reflects the local context and enables the council to maximise the 

amount of high quality sporting provision for its residents, while understanding the need to 

meet planning and housing requirements. The Strategy will therefore aim to deliver 

against the following drivers: 
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• To ensure that the borough has an up-to-date framework for the prioritisation, 

provision and development of sports facilities across the public, private and 

independent sectors. 

• Support the implementation of the Council’s submitted local plan policies relating to 

the protection, enhancement and provision of community sport and physical activity 

facilities and provide an evidence based framework to support negotiations with 

developers who may provide funding or other assistance to improve local provision 

• The identification of deficiencies and opportunities for improvement will set the context 

for decisions about the priority and delivery of local sports/physical activity facilities in 

the borough. 

• Provide a robust evidence base to support funding bids from National Sports bodies 

like Sport England and National Governing Bodies (NGB’s) of sport.   

• Ensure that a planned approach to sport and physical activity facilities takes place in 

Welwyn Hatfield now and up to 2032, ensuring that the borough community has 

access to high quality facilities, helping communities to increase their levels of 

physical activity, improve their health and remain cohesive.  

•  

 Methodology 

 The assessment methodology adopted for the PPS follows the published guidance from 

Sport England. The guidance used is the 2013 version, Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance – 

An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy1. Figure 1 

summarises the approach proposed in this guidance and is broken down into 10 steps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 https://www.sportengland.org/media/3522/pps-guidance-october-2013-updated.pdf 
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Figure 1.1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach (Sport 
England, 2013) 

 

 The findings in this report are based on data collected from several credible sources, 

including but not limited to; 

• Local authority and public policy strategic documentation; 

• Sport England tools, including Active Places Power, the Active Lives Survey and the 

New Development Playing Pitch Calculator; 

• Stakeholder consultation, including WHBC Officers and Members, Sport England, , 

relevant National Governing Bodies of Sport, key user clubs; and 

• Site visits, undertaken at all sites across the Study Area.  

 To facilitate information gathering and help ensure PPS reports are based on a robust 

evidence base, 4global has developed an online data entry and assessment platform (see 

example below), which contains all site and club information. This will enable the council 

and PPS Steering Group to keep supply and demand information and the strategy up to 

date throughout the delivery of the strategy. 
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Figure 1.2 - 4global’s Online Playing Pitch Platform  

 

 

 A Project Steering Group comprising representation from the council, Sport England and 

National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the study from its 

commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and 

verified the data and information collected to allow the work to proceed efficiently through 

each stage. 

 The PPS Steering Group will continue to help guide preparation of the PPS through to its 

adoption and subsequent delivery and implementation. 

 Methodology for the assessment of non-pitch sports facilities – ANOG 

 As highlighted above, the 2013 PPS methodology features in depth guidance and 

instruction regarding the undertaking of research, and presentation of the data for five 

pitch sports: Association Football; Cricket; Hockey; Rugby Union, and; Rugby. All other 

sports covered in the strategy are not covered by any formal PPS guidance. 

 The aim of the ANOG (Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide for indoor and outdoor 

sports) guidance is stated as follows: "This guide provides a recommended approach to 

undertaking a robust assessment of need for indoor and outdoor sports facilities. The 

guide has primarily been produced to help (LAs) meet the requirements of the 

Government’s National Planning Policy Framework". 
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 The ANOG guidance recommends utilising the following methodology: 

Figure 1.3: ANOG methodology 

 

 Whilst this methodology is not as specific as that laid out in the 2013 PPS guidance for 

PPS sports, it does provide a recognised, repeatable and robust framework on which to 

base out assessment of need. 
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 Report structure 

 The structure of the PPS report is as follows  

• Section 1 – Introduction and Methodology 

• Section 2 – Strategic Context 

• Section 3 – Sport-Specific Supply and Demand Assessment 

 Supporting information is included in the appendices and referenced throughout. 

 In addition to this needs assessment, a strategy document has also been produced, which 

provides future recommendations, scenario testing and a site by site action plan for key 

sites across the local authority.  
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Section 2: Strategic context 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



   
   
  Doc Status: Draft 

Doc Ref: Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council PPS Needs Assessment 
 
 

 
Page 12 of 231 

 Strategic Context 

 The Study Area 

 Map 2.1 shows the Welwyn Hatfield Borough and the four sub-areas included within the 

PPS.  

 The four sub areas are as follows; 

• Hatfield 

• Northern Villages 

• Southern Villages 

• Welwyn Garden City 
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Figure 2.1 –Welwyn Hatfield Sub Areas 

 

 Welwyn Hatfield Borough 

 Welwyn Hatfield covers an area of 130 square kilometres across the centre of 

Hertfordshire. Welwyn Hatfield has two main towns, Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield 

alongside a number of large and small villages providing a mix of urban, suburban and 

rural settlements. The borough is bordered by Hertsmere and Enfield to the south, St 

Albans to the west, North Hertfordshire to the north, and East Herts and Broxbourne to the 

east. At its closest point, Central London is approximately 11 miles south of the borough. 

 Welwyn Hatfield has an estimated 122,472 residents in 2017 (Source: ONS 2016 sub 

national population projections). There has been an increase of 11% since the 2011 
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Census, and the borough is continuing to grow. The ONS 2016 census projections 

estimate that the borough will have 140,642 residents by 2032, a growth of 18,170 

persons (Source: ONS 2016 sub national population projections).  

 Welwyn Hatfield has a rich heritage; based on Roman origins, Welwyn can be dated back 

to the 1st Century. Welwyn Garden City, founded in 1920, is the second garden city in 

England; the area combines the benefits of the city and the countryside. Hatfield was 

designated a New Town after the Second World War to accommodate the population 

overspill from London. 

 Welwyn Hatfield is also rich in green spaces and biodiversity interest with approximately 

79% of the borough lying within the Metropolitan Green Belt. The borough has eight 

conservation areas, 427 listed buildings and structures, 73 areas of archaeological 

significance and 4 registered historic parks and gardens. 

 Welwyn Hatfield has a strong economy with a good balance of businesses; approximately 

22% of the Borough’s residents work in London whilst many of the residents of 

surrounding boroughs choose Welwyn Hatfield as their destination for work. 

 A number of current strategic polices, strategies and factors influence current and future 

supply and demand for sport and recreation facilities in the Borough. As well as providing 

the context for future facility provision, e.g. health improvement, improving accessibility 

and increasing participation, these strategies also provide opportunities to link priority 

areas and needs, and ensure that outcomes are aligned with identified local objectives. 

The relevant strategies and policies include: 

• Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan 2016-2032 

• Understanding the Implications of the Draft Local Plan Housing Target 

• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council  

• April 2017 Welwyn Hatfield Alliance Community Partnership 

• Welwyn Hatfield Community Strategy 2015-2020 – “Towards 2020”; 

• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Business Plan 2015-2018 

• Business Action Plan 2017-18 

• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Public Health and Wellbeing Strategic Framework 

2015-2018 

• Hertfordshire’s Joint strategic needs assessment (JSNA) 2016 

• Welwyn and Hatfield Sports Facility Strategy (WHSFS) 2012 

• Welwyn Hatfield Sport Facility Study (WHSFS) 2011 

• Welwyn Hatfield Community Facilities Study October 2012 

• Herts County Sports Partnership (CSP) -Strategic Plan 2017-2021; and 

 

 Future development in the Borough 

 A key factor influencing the future provision of sports facilities in the Borough (what and 

where) is the scale and location of future housing development, which impacts on 

population density and also levels and nature of community demand.  
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 Welwyn Hatfield Draft Local Plan 

 Policies in the Welwyn Hatfield Draft Local Plan 2016-2032 will help shape the kind of 

place that Welwyn Hatfield will be in the future. The Draft Local Plan currently proposes 

12,000 additional homes over the plan period. 

 Policies in the Business Plan 2018-2021 “Working Better together” sets out the vision and 

ambition for the area and the outcomes that Council want to achieve for local people. The 

Business Plan recognises that sport, culture, fitness and access to arts all have a role in 

helping people feel physically and mentally healthy regardless of their age, gender or 

ethnicity and commits to supporting local sport and leisure through a range of projects. 

 Section 106 contributions for enhancements to existing, nearby open space will be sought 

where high- density schemes or town centre sites are unable to provide on-site private 

amenity space. 

 Evidence in the PPS will support the implementation of key Local Plan policies such as 

SP 6 and SADM 7, which aim to guarantee the protection, expansion and enhancement of 

existing community services and facilities in the borough, and the provision of new ones. 

 Growth and development in Welwyn Hatfield 

 Welwyn Hatfield Council is currently planning for 12,000 homes in the period to 2032, 

however, it may be that as part of the Local Plan examination the housing figure will be 

increased to around 16,000 homes. The Local Plan includes 5 key sites for future housing 

• North West Hatfield (1,650 homes): 

• North East Welwyn Garden City (Panshanger) (650 homes); 

• New village planned between Hatfield and Wheathampstead (to be known as 

Symondshyde) 1,130 homes 

• Birchall Garden Suburb, 2,500 homes (an extension south east of Welwyn Garden 

City but partially within East Herts District); and 

• Old Shredded Wheat Factory in WGC Town centre (850-1500 potential homes along 

with the Roche site nearby). 

 In addition to housing growth, there are 2-3 new Secondary schools planned to support 

new homes.  One is to be located NW of Hatfield with 8-10 forms of entry, and another in 

Birchall Garden Suburb (SE of WGC) 6-8 forms of entry.
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 Population Profiles and Projections 

 The current and future population profile of Welwyn Hatfield and the locations of 

growth are important to understand in relation to planning for the future provision 

of sport and physical activity. 

 The 2017 population, based on the ONS 2016 sub-national population 

projections, is 122,472 with continued growth projected through to 2032.  

 Table 2.1 summarises the population projections for Welwyn Hatfield, taken from 

the ONS Sub National Population Data (2016-based). 

Table 2.1: Population Projections 2017-2032 

Welwyn Hatfield - Population Projections 2017-2032 

Population 2017 122,472 

Increase in population 2017 to 2032 18,170 

Projected population in 2032 140,642 

% Population Change 2017 to 2032 14.8% 

Change in Households 2017 to 2032 

There are approximately 46,900 homes in Welwyn 
Hatfield.12,000 (potentially 16,000) new homes are 
projected by 2032.  
(Source: Welwyn Hatfield Draft Local Plan 2016). 

 
% Change in Households 2017 to 2032 25.6% 
 
 



   
   
  Doc Status: Draft 

Doc Ref: Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council PPS Needs Assessment 
 
 

 
Page 17 of 231 

Map 2.1: Population 2017 by LSOA’s
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 17.4% (21,398) of the population is under 15 years of age, 60.7% (74,313) of the 

population is aged 16-74 years and 15.3% (18,746) are over 65. 

 The black and minority ethnic population is 23.5% (Source: ONS, Figure 2: 

Starting Point (2016-based) Population and Household Projections, 2011- 36). 

Whilst the majority of the population is Christian, there are growing numbers of 

those who consider themselves to be Hindu or Muslim. Future provision of sport 

and physical activity – facilities and activities - needs to reflect these 

demographic changes to ensure provision is accessible to all.  

 The ONS Sub National Population projections (2016-based) sets out a population 

increase between 2017 and 2032 of 18,170 (14.8%), from 122,472 to 140,642. 

This figure of 18,170 has been used in this study as the population increase on 

which to base future need). 

 Map 2.2 illustrates the population change 2017-2032 (Lower Super Output Areas 

(LSOA’s)) 

Map 2.2: Welwyn Hatfield population growth by ward, 2017-2032 
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 Welwyn Hatfield’s population has steadily increased over the last 30 years and 

that trend is expected to continue. People are living longer, and the Borough has 

an increasingly ageing population. Women have a longer life expectancy than 

men. 

 The projected population growth indicates that there will be a significant increase 

in older people aged 65 and over in Welwyn Hatfield. The number of those aged 

65+ is projected to increase by 37%. This is three times the level of growth in the 

0-15 and 16-64 age groups. Over 18% of the population in Welwyn Hatfield will 

be 65+ by 2032.  

 Map 2.3 illustrates the existing population density in the Borough. Hatfield South 

West is the most densely populated ward in 2017. 

 

Map 2.3: Population density by LSOA’s, Welwyn Hatfield 2017 
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 Based on the identified areas of population growth, the areas of density shown in 

Map 3.3 will change quite dramatically; in particular the housing growth areas in 

the North West and South East of the Borough, will become major residential 

areas. 

 Population Profile - Deprivation 

 Welwyn Hatfield is generally a prosperous borough. This is reflected in above 

average incomes, health and higher levels of educational attainment. However, 

there is deprivation in certain areas, most notably in and around Hatfield, in the 

west of the Borough. 

 Welwyn Hatfield is ranked 266 out of 326 local authorities on the 2015 Indices of 

Multiple Deprivation, placing it in the 20% least deprived local authority areas 

(Local authorities are given a rank out of 353 (the total number of lower tier and 

upper tier local authorities).  The lower the score and the higher the rank, the less 

deprived an area is compared with other areas in England. 

 None of the Borough's 66 LSOA’s are amongst the 20% most deprived LSOA’s 

in England. 

 More locally, 3 of Welwyn Hatfield's LSOA’s are amongst the 10% most deprived 

in Hertfordshire and 12 are amongst the 20% most deprived. However, Welwyn 

Hatfield also has 7 LSOA’s amongst the 10% least deprived and 10 LSOA’s 

amongst the 20% least deprived in Hertfordshire. 

 75.5% of the population aged 16-64 is economically active (Census 2011) 

 Car ownership is above the England and Wales average of 79.7% with 73% of 

households having access to at least one car (RAC Foundation / 2011 Census). 

Car ownership in the Borough is very high due to the large number of people who 

commute out of the Borough, given the motorway network is very close to its 

borders 

 45% of Welwyn Hatfield’s residents use public transport at least once per week 

(Annual Residents’ survey, 2007) 

 20.3% of households have no access to a car or a van, 79.7% have access to at 

lest one car or van (ONS Census 2011) 

 There is an outflow of 23,044 commuters primarily into more central London and 

an inflow of 38,565 commuters. Therefore, an overall net inflow of 15,638 

commuters. (Census 2011)  

 Map 2.4 shows the areas of deprivation in the Borough; the darker colours are 

the areas of highest deprivation 
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Map 2.4: Index of multiple deprivation by LSOA’s 2015, Welwyn Hatfield
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 Health Profile 

 The health of people in Welwyn Hatfield is better than the England average. 

However, life expectancy is 7.8 years lower for men and 8.1 years lower for 

women in the most deprived areas of Welwyn Hatfield than in the least deprived 

areas. 

 Key factors from the Public Health England (PHE) Health profile 2017 are: 

• At year 6, in 2017/18 the number of children classed as obese was 15.1%, 

lower than the England average of 20.1%;); 

• Excess weight in adults is below the England average (64.6%) at 61.1%; 

• Recorded levels of diabetes are currently 1.4% lower than the England 

average of 6.4%; 

• Death caused by cardio vascular disease (Cardio Vascular disease (CVD)) 

for under 75’s is 4% lower than the national average; 

• Physical activity levels for adults (16+) is 56.4%, slightly higher than the 

England average of 53.9% (Based on Chief Medical Officer (CMO)) 

guidelines; 

• GCSE attainment is better than the England average (57.3%) at 61.6%; 

• 14.4% of the population has a long-term health problem or disability that 

limits their day to day activities; and 

• 15% of children live in low income families). 

 Local priorities include reducing obesity and increasing physical activity in adults, 

reducing smoking, and helping the growing older population maintain their health. 

 Summary of key demographic factors and their implications 

 Table 2.2 summarises the demographic profile of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities, 

reflecting the overall demographic analysis and factors for the Borough as 

discussed above. 

 

Table 2.2: Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s Localities – Demographic Profile 

Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 

LOCAL DESCRIPTION 
- Welwyn Hatfield consists of seventeen wards. 
- Welwyn Hatfield has 122,472 residents.  
- The Borough is a combination of rural and urban areas. 

POPULATION PROFILE 

- 2017 population of 122,472 (2016 ONS SNPP 2016) with 65.4% of 
the population aged 16-64 years and 18.7% classed as 65+ 
- The 2032 projected population is expected to be 140,642. 
- Population will grow by 14.8% by 2032 
-The borough has a significant number of older people and this trend 
will continue to rise. There will be a reduction in the number of under 
15 year olds by 2032. 

ETHNICITY - 76.5% White British, 23.5% BME 
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Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 

HOUSING 

- 12,000 (potentially 16,000) new homes projected by 2032, the end of 
the Local Plan period. 
- Key development areas include: North West Hatfield, North East 
Welwyn Garden City, South East Welwyn Garden City and a new 
settlement at Symondshyde, which lies between Hatfield and 
Wheathampstead. 

DEPRIVATION 

- Pockets of deprivation alongside very affluent areas of the Borough. 
- Areas of highest deprivation are Hatfield Central Ward and Peartree 
Ward 
- Educational attainment above the Hertfordshire average at GCSE 
level. 

CAR OWNERSHIP 
- 79.7% of the population has access to at least one car; 20.3% has no 
access to a car.  

 

HEALTH 

- Overall health better than the national average 
- Welwyn Hatfield Physical Activity and Health statistics are slightly 
below than the regional and national averages.  
- 61.1% of adults are categorised as overweight this is in line with the 
regional average (63.3%) but lower than the and national (64.8%) 
average.  
- 15% of children are classed as obese, lower than the regional 
(17.9%) and the national (19.1%) average   
- Total health costs due to physical activity are estimated at £1.7m per 
annum 

  

 Physical activity and participation: the intrinsic value of participation 

 The value of participation in sport and physical activity is significant, and its 

contribution to individual and community quality of life should not be under 

estimated. This is true for both younger and older people; participation in sport 

and physical activity delivers: 

• Opportunities for physical activity, and therefore more ‘active living’; 

• Health benefits – cardio vascular, stronger bones, mobility; 

• Health improvement %; 

• Social benefits – socialisation, communication, inter-action, regular contact, 

stimulation. 

 In addition, participation in sport and physical activity can facilitate the learning of 

new skills, development of individual and team ability / performance, and provide 

a ‘disciplined’ environment in which participants can ‘grow’ and develop. 

 The benefits of regular and active participation in sport and physical activity will 

be important to promote in relation to future sport, leisure and physical activity in 

Welwyn Hatfield. 

 There is an existing audience in the Borough, which already recognises the 

advantages of participation, and a latent community who are ready to take part. 

The sport, physical activity and leisure offer in the Borough can support the 

delivery of the desired outcomes across a number of Borough Strategic priorities 

and objectives. 
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 Current participation rates 

 In terms of the Public Health England definition for physical activity (150 minutes 

or equivalent of at least moderate intensity activity per week) 57.4% of adults 

aged 16+ years are classed as being active. 

 

Table 2.3: Physically active and inactive adults (average figures) 

Rate Welwyn Hatfield Hertfordshire England 

% Active 57.4% 57.8% 57% 

% Inactive 28.7% 28.1% 28.7% 

 The Sport England Active People Survey (APS) shows that participation levels in 

Welwyn Hatfield are marginally above those at national level: 

• 57.4% of adults (16+) report undertaking 150 minutes of moderate intensity 

physical activity compared to the national average of 57.0%; 

• 45.2% adults (14+) take part in sport at least once a week compared to the 

national average of 37.0%: that’s 52.6% of men and 38.0% of women in the 

Welwyn Hatfield community; 

• 24.1% adults (16+) take part in sport and active recreation three times a 

week compared to the National average of 23.7%: that’s 28.3% of men and 

19.9% of women in the Welwyn Hatfield community; and 

• 53.7% of adults who are inactive, want to take part in sport, demonstrating 

there is an opportunity to increase participation 

 Sports Activity 

 The Active Lives Survey has replaced the APS. Active Lives Year 2 data 

(2016/17) for Welwyn Hatfield highlights the following: 

• 80.6 % of Welwyn Hatfield’s residents aged 16+ took part in sport and 

physical activity at least twice in the 28 days prior to the survey being 

undertaken; 

• 19.4% of the Borough’s population is inactive – i.e. they had undertaken less 

than 30 minutes physical activity or sport in the last 28 days 

• 14.1% of the Borough’s population had undertaken at least 30-149 minutes 

of physical activity or sport in the last 28 days (excluding gardening); and 

• In a separately measured category 69.1% of the Borough’s population had 

undertaken at least 150 minutes physical activity or sport in the last 28 days 

(including gardening). 

 This data further highlights that whilst many in the Borough are physically active, 

the regularity of this could still increase, and there is just under a fifth of the 

population who are not active enough to gain any health benefits. 
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Section 3: Sport-specific supply and demand assessment 
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 Football grass pitch analysis 

 Introduction 

 This section of the report focusses on the supply and demand for grass football 

pitches. At the end of this section there is also a summary of the supply and 

demand findings for third generation (3G) Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s), that 

are becoming increasingly important to service the needs of football for both 

competitive play and training (Table 4.1).  

 This section includes the headline findings from the PPS, as well as a site by site 

analysis of football sites across Welwyn Hatfield. For further detail on the supply 

and demand of football in the Study Area, Technical Appendix A – Football 

Analysis provides a detailed analysis of supply and demand of football in Welwyn 

Hatfield, including all the required analysis as defined in the Sport England 

Playing Pitch Guidance.  

 Strategic Priorities for the Football Association  

 The National Game Strategy for the FA (2018-2021) is based on the exciting 

objective of inspiring a lifelong journey in football for all. 

 2018/19 will see the FA start to implement the first year of the National Game 

Strategy, building on a growth of just under 1,000 new teams during the 2017/18 

season. 

 The National Game Strategy focusses on five initial strategic pillars, with the sixth 

to be added in Year 2. These pillars are aligned to 18 Key Performance 

Indicators (KPI’s), as shown in the figure 3.1 overleaf. 

Figure 3.1: FA NGS Strategic Pillars and KPI’s 
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 A key piece of context for the strategy is the changing profile of formal football 

participation across the country. Between the 16/17 and 17/18 seasons, the 

number of total teams has grown by 986 across all age groups, with the greatest 

growth coming in mini soccer (1,512) and youth male (415). This growth is offset 

to an extent by a reduction in adult male teams of 1,268 teams, signalling the 

changing nature of football participation across England.  

 The strategic pillar that is of greatest relevance to this PPS is 5. Develop 

Sustainable Football Facilities. This key focus for this pillar is facilities and 

investment, with key objectives summarised below: 

• Provide support to an agreed portfolio of priority projects in line with the 

National Football Facility Strategy (NFFS) investment priorities: 

• 3G Football Turf Pitches 

• Changing rooms, pavilions and clubhouses 

• Improved grass pitches 

• Better indoor and outdoor spaces 

• Ensure that all projects are aligned and deliver against FA National Game 

Strategy targets: 

• Quality 

• Sustainability 

• Inclusivity 

• Engagement 

• Participation 

 Another key element of the NGS is the focus on informal and recreational 

football, the overall goal being to improve the experience of the participant, 

leading to enhanced retention and new participation in the game.  

 Current trends and participation – Football 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights a slight decrease in football participation over the last two 

years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 

 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 5.1% of the population (aged 16+) 

participated in football at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 

2,299,700 people. The survey also indicates that 10.8% - or approximately 

4,827,600 people – participating in the last year. 

 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 4.7%, or approximately 2,095,900 

people, participated in the last 28 days and 10.1%, or approximately 4,555,000 

people, participated in the last year. 

 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) 

indicates that 31.9% of children and young people in school years 1-11 

participated in football at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that 

this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that 

is likely to be captured by community football clubs. 
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 Consultation Overview 

HERTFORDSHIRE FA CONSULTATION 

 Football participation across the Study Area is high, as demonstrated by the 

significant number of affiliated teams. 

 Hertfordshire has the largest number of ‘Super Clubs’ - 11 clubs with 45 teams or 

more. The FA has encouraged clubs to join resources and it expects super club 

numbers to continue to grow.  

 In line with the National Strategy, Hertfordshire FA’s priority objectives for football 

in the area include: 

 To increase participation youth and transition from youth to adult (reduce the 

drop off in adult 11v11) 

• To continue driving initiatives like Respect and Charter Standard 

• To increase women and girls participation by over 20% 

• To increase male participation by over 9% 

• To increase disability participation by 25% 

• To increase player registration coverage to 80% 

 The provision of AGPs in the Study Area is a potential area of development, with 

the key focus being on investing in high quality provision that will be available for 

community use and provide clubs with long-term security of tenure ((20 3G AGPs 

across Herts currently, the majority of which are at or near full capacity)  

 This PPS will be used as evidence base to help inform a Local Football Facility 

Plan (LFFP) for the area, which will set out a ten-year vision for football facilities 

in the local authority, identifying strategic projects to deliver and forming an 

investment portfolio for the majority of local schemes that require funding. 

Hertfordshire’s LFFP is expected to be delivered from September 2019 and will 

build upon the football recommendations and actions within the PPS. 

KEY CLUB CONSULTATION 

 As part of the study, consultation was undertaken with 78% of football clubs in 

Welwyn Hatfield, with all major multi-team clubs responding to the PPS survey 

and team data for unresponsive clubs (22%) obtained from the FA’s Whole 

Game System. 

 Detailed accounts of club consultations are included within Technical Appendix A 

– Football Analysis, however the below points provide a summary of the key 

issues identified through consultation with clubs and leagues currently operating 

within Welwyn Hatfield.  

• Large junior clubs are thriving, with major recent growth and further growth 

projected in the future. This is putting an ever-increasing strain on the supply 

of pitches for both match play and training 

• All major clubs have identified a need for additional 3G AGPs that are 

available and affordable. These would primarily accommodate training 

demand and some junior match demand. 
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• There is a shortage youth 11v11 pitch and available AGP provision across 

the LA 

• There is currently a low level of demand being exported to neighbouring local 

authorities, however this is likely to increase in the future if additional pitch 

provision cannot be secured 

• The quality of facilities is adequate, however there are few examples of large 

club demand being met at one site only (such as Panshanger FC at 

Moneyhole Lane Playing Fields and Welwyn Pegasus at Monks Walk 

School) 

• Most of the major clubs currently use multiple facilities across Welwyn 

Hatfield, with some of expressing their intentions to find a single multi-pitch 

site that can be used as home ground for all of their teams (Lemsford Youth 

FC, Potters Bar United Youth) 

• Due to the aspirations of clubs looking to keep expanding, there are 

examples of clubs requiring improvements to existing ancillaries, as well as 

additional training facilities, in order to make this feasible.  

 Supply 

 To gather a full understanding of the supply of football pitches in Welwyn 

Hatfield, the 4global research team visited all football sites, 106 pitches across 42 

sites, in the area and assessed the facilities using the FA’s guidelines, as shown 

in Playing Pitch Strategy Appendix 2 - Football Association2. Site assessments 

were undertaken in February of 2018. 

 A detailed record of all the supply data can be found in Technical Appendix A – 

Football Analysis, however this section will summarise the key findings. 

 Table 3.1 summarises how the grass football pitches in the Study Area were 

assessed, in line with Sport England PPS guidance (non-technical assessments). 

It shows that most pitches across the borough are rated as Standard quality, 

with an evident lack of Good quality pitches. This quality of pitches is unusual for 

local authorities with a mix of rural and urban geography and demographic 

profile, illustrating a standard overall quality of provision.  

Table 3.1 – Supply of grass pitches in the Study Area. Source: 4global site assessments 

Quality score 
Adult football Youth football Mini soccer 

11v11 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Good (80-100%) 15 0 2 2 2 

Standard (50-79.9%) 27 8 10 18 12 

Poor (0-49.9%) 6 0 0 3 0 
 

 To provide a spatial analysis of football provision supply in Welwyn Hatfield, 

Figure 3.2 overleaf provides an illustration of all football provision by pitch 

typology, showing the distribution of provision across the Study Area. 

 As highlighted in Figure 3.2, there is a concentration of supply within the Welwyn 

Garden City sub-area, which is also the most densely populated area in Welwyn 

Hatfield. The sub area with the least amount of football supply is Northern 

Villages, with only five sites.  
 

 
2 Sport England PPS Guidance – Football Appendix (http://goo.gl/em3wyj: 2015) 

http://goo.gl/em3wyj
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Figure 3.2 – Football provision in Welwyn Hatfield. Source: 4g site assessments 
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PITCH OWNERSHIP  

 As is common across the UK, a large proportion of pitch provision in the Study 

Area is owned by the local authority (45%), or education establishments (40%), 

with other ownership spread across a number of different organisations. 

 In terms of management, there is a large proportion sites that are managed by 

education facilities (33%), followed by sites managed by Clubs (11%), with Local 

Authority management being the most frequent arrangement (45%). 

 Table 3.3 below shows the spread of ownership, illustrating the broad spread of 

management and ownership types across the Study Area  

Table 3.3 – Site ownership and management in Welwyn Hatfield. 

Type of ownership Ownership Management 

Charity, Trust 3 0 

Club 2 5 

Commercial Management 0 2 

Education (including PPI management) 17 14 

Local Authority 19 19 

Private 1 2 

 
 

SECURITY OF TENURE 

 To understand the long-term trends and potential risks for football provision, it is 

important to understand the ‘security’ that is afforded to community access on 

football provision across the Study Area. Decisions relating to security of tenure 

are taken on a case by case basis, using 4global’s industry experience and 

through collaboration with the project steering group. As a starting point, one of 

the following elements typically constitutes a secure site; 

• A formal community use agreement 

• A leasing or management agreement requiring pitches to be available to the 

community  

• A formal policy for community use adopted by the owner and or educational 

establishment 

• Written confirmation from the owner and/or educational establishment 

 The following points provide a summary of the general security of tenure for 

football provision across the Study Area; 

• 26 out of 42 sites are classified as secured (62%) leaving 11 sites (26%) 

being identified as unsecured, the remaining 12% being unavailable for 

community use. The long-term security of football provision across the Study 

Area is adequate as a result. It is to be noted that security is referring to 

security of community use, therefore there is a high proportion of hirers 

rather than a formal lease agreement in place. 

• Local authority ownership and management typically leads to sites being 

identified as secured. Of the unsecured sites in Welwyn Hatfield, only one is 

owned by the local authority: Gosling Sports Park. 
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 Detail of all sites and their security of use is contained within the Technical 

Appendix A – Football Analysis, as well as in the site by site analysis later in this 

report chapter.  

EDUCATION SUPPLY 

 Football facilities are provided at educational establishments across the study 

area, with different levels of community use and security of tenure. Where a site 

has been identified as being available for community use, pitches allocated to the 

relevant site are included within the total supply and demand analysis. 

 The following education establishments have been identified as being 

unavailable for community use and are therefore not included in the supply and 

demand analysis. Further detail is provided in the Technical Appendix A – 

Football Analysis, as well as the site by site analysis. 

Table 3.4: Education facilities unavailable for community use  

Site Name Sub Area 

COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL Welwyn Garden City 

DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL Southern Villages 

SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL Welwyn Garden City 

THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL Welwyn Garden City 

UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) Hatfield 

 Demand 

 Football is the most popular team participation sport across Welwyn Hatfield, with 

a total of 224 teams recorded by the study, as shown in Table 3.6. To illustrate 

the distribution of football teams across the Study Area, this data has been 

broken down into the four sub-areas, along with detailing the number of teams 

which are Welwyn Hatfield based but access provision outside of Welwyn 

Hatfield on a frequent and formal basis.  

Table 3.6 – Team Profile for football in Welwyn Hatfield  

Sub Area  

Adult teams Youth teams 
Mini 

teams 

Total 

Mens Ladies 
Boys Girls 

Mini 
soccer 

11v11 9v9 11v11 9v9 7v7 5v5 

Hatfield 14 3 1 2 1 0 0 1 22 

Northern Villages 3 1 0 0 1 0 2 3 10 

Southern Villages 16 1 14 6 0 0 8 3 48 

Welwyn Garden City 21 2 33 29 1 2 33 23 144 

Study Area 54 7 48 37 3 2 43 30 224 

 

 Table 3.6 illustrates the significant amount of demand across all age groups in 

the Welwyn Garden City Sub-Area. There is far less formal football in Hatfield 

and Southern Villages South Sub-Areas, and very little demand in the Northern 

Villages Sub-Area.  
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 Using the above team data and the volume of all 46 clubs present in Welwyn 

Hatfield that were surveyed, the club to team ratio in Welwyn Hatfield is 1:4.86 

i.e. each club has around 5 teams. There are teams that meet/surpass this 

including Cuffley Youth FC, Hatfield Town, Lemsford Youth, Panshanger, Potters 

Bar United, Welwyn Garden City Youth and Welwyn Pegasus. This compares to 

a national ratio of 1:3.3 and shows that there are significantly more teams per 

club compared to national levels. This is likely to increase the demand for large 

football sites with multiple pitches of different sizes, as well as high quality 

ancillary provision, due to club aspirations are often based around meeting all 

demand on one site. Further detail is provided as part of Technical Appendix A – 

Football Analysis, which contains a detailed account of consultations with major 

clubs across Welwyn Hatfield.  

EDUCATION DEMAND 

 As part of the demand analysis, it is important to understand the impact of school 

usage on the capacity of football pitches and as to whether school demand has 

an impact on the supply and demand of pitch provision 

 As part of the consultation phase of the project, all schools were asked whether 

school (both curriculum or after school usage) leads to pitches either being 

unavailable or partially available for community use.  

 From our data gathered, we can confirm that there are no school sites, at 

present, that do not allow community access due to a lack of spare capacity 

which has been apparent due to school usage. It should be noted that there are 

educational facilities within Welwyn Hatfield that have identified a lack of 

community use due to other reasons, such as poor quality facilities or security on 

site, this will be explored further in the document. 

 Further detail on how education facilities have been addressed in the capacity 

analysis is included in the football supply and demand section of this report. 

IMPORTED DEMAND 

 No imported demand was identified in Welwyn Hatfield as part of the study. 

DISPLACED DEMAND 

 While a PPS is typically delivered for a single local authority area and considers 

all supply and demand from that given Study Area, it is understood that residents 

are typically not restricted by local authority boundaries when undertaking sport 

and physical activity. For instance, clubs and participants may travel outside of 

the local authority to access facilities that are of higher quality or more affordable, 

or where they are no longer able to access to facilities within the local authority.  

 Table 3.8 summarises where this has been identified during the primary research 

phase, which is defined as ‘displaced demand’ in line with the 2013 PPS 

Guidance. 
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Table 3.8 – Displaced demand for football in Welwyn Hatfield.  

Club 

Adult 
Teams 

Youth Teams Mini Teams 
Total Displaced 

Demand 
(Match Equivalent 

Session) 

Location of Displaced Demand Reason for Demand Displacement  

M F 11 V 11 9 V 9 7 V 7 5 V 5 

Hatfield Town FC/ 
Hatfield Town Youth 

4  1 1 2 1 4.5 
Birchwood Leisure Centre/Gosling 
Sports Park 

Land at Angerland Common, previous 
home ground, developed for the 
University of Herfordshire 

Northaw 1      0.5 Furzefield Centre (3G) Lack of available pitches in the area 

Welwyn Garden City   1    0.5 Enfield Playing Fields Not stated 
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 Future Demand 

DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 

 To calculate the future demand for football in the Study Area, a Team Generation 

Rate has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current 

population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for 

various age groups) will typically cause enough demand for a football team. 

 This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for 

the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the 

demand for teams in each of the key age groups. It is to be noted that population 

is just one factor in estimating future teams. Other factors such as NGB initiatives 

and amount of available provision has a large level of influence. 

 Table 3.9 below illustrates that the significant population growth in Welwyn 

Hatfield is projected to lead to an increase in demand for football, with an 

additional 33 teams required across the Study Area. To break-down this 

projected increase in demand, TGR calculations have also been undertaken for 

each of the three sub-areas, all of which are detailed in Technical Appendix A – 

Football Analysis. 

Table 3.9 – Team Generation Rates for Football in Welwyn Hatfield 

Age Groups 
Current no. 

of teams 
Current 

popn 
Future 
popn  

Current 
TGR* 

Popn 
change  

Projected 
team no. 
change 

Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 54 27335 30841 506 3506 7 

Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 7 27378 28864 3911 1486 0 

Youth Boys11v11 (12-15yrs) 48 2523 3373 53 850 16 

Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 3 2491 3246 830 755 1 

Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 37 1398 1688 38 290 8 

Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 2 1347 1604 674 257 0 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 43 4573 4670 106 97 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 30 4706 4732 157 26 0 

Figures have been rounded up in order to better represent the realistic level of demand. 

 Table 3.9 illustrates the projected growth across each football age group, with a 

significant proportion of the growth projected to be in the youth boys (11v11) age 

group. This is influenced by a combination of significant population growth in 

these age ranges, along with a high existing level of demand. 

 Utilising the current demand for football in each of the sub areas and how each of 

the sub-areas is projected to grow over the lifetime of the local plan period 

(2032), provides an estimation of how the growth of demand is likely to be 

allocated across the seven sub areas is summarised in the Table 3.10. 

Table 3.10 – Projected increase in football demand in Welwyn Hatfield by Sub-area 

 
Hatfield Northern 

Villages 
Southern 
Villages 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 

Adult Men 11v11 2 0 2 3 

Adult Women 11v11 0 0 0 0 

Youth Boys11v11  0 0 5 11 

Youth Girls 11v11  0.3 0.3 0 0.3 

Youth Boys 9v9 1 0 1 6 

Youth Girls 9v9  0 0 0 0 
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Hatfield Northern 

Villages 
Southern 
Villages 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 

Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7  0 0 0 1 

Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 0 0 0 0 

Total 3.3 0.3 8 21.3 

 When comparing the findings for the whole Study Area to national trends, the 

consistent growth of football population is in line with the rest of the UK. 

 It is important to note that the TGR and future growth calculation assumes that 

clubs, the councils and the local FA development officers do not improve their 

marketing or participation schemes over the period and are therefore no more 

successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in football in 

the Study Area. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved channels of 

digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher 

quality ancillary provision.  

DEMAND DRIVEN BY UNMET DEMAND 

 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, there 

is also expected that that unmet demand for football exists within the study area. 

Unmet demand is defined as demand that currently exists but does not currently 

equate to actual participation due to a range of reasons. For instance, unmet 

demand could be in the form of a team that has currently got access to a pitch for 

its members but nowhere to train or vice versa. 

 The following clubs identified unmet demand for facilities. Where data was 

provided this is shown, with figures being incorporated into the future supply and 

demand analysis for Football 

• Hatfield Comet Youth: the club stated that in the previous season, they were 

unable to find pitches for their U11 and U8 teams  

• Northaw: lack of indoor/artificial facilities for midweek training 

• Onslow St Audrey’s Academy: need for additional 3G facilities for midweek 

training  

• Potters Bar United Youth: Lack of facilities for midweek winter training 

• Town Inn FC: changing rooms, more affordable pitch fees and lighting on 

pitches for training is required to meet unmet demand for adult football 

• Welwyn Garden City: additional pitch capacity/increased pitch maintenance 

is required to field a Ladies team 

• Welwyn Pegasus: lack of pitches to field a third adult team 

• Welwyn Pegasus Youth: additional 3G pitch capacity is required to 

accommodate midweek training, as well as avoiding match cancellations 

during poor weather. 

DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 

 In addition to unmet demand, latent demand for football has also been identified 

across the study area. Whereas unmet demand is known to currently exist, latent 

demand is demand that evidence suggests may be generated from the current 

population should they have access to more or better provision. This could 

include feedback from a sports club which may feel that it could set up and run 

an additional team if it had access to improved provision. 
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 The table below identifies all clubs, that identified latent demand (not currently 

active), which they are aiming to convert into affiliated football demand within the 

next 3 - 5 years. This provides an estimation of the number of new teams that will 

be required in Welwyn Hatfield, in addition to the teams generated by population 

growth. 

 It should be noted that the latent demand commentary (LD commentary) contains 

a summary of the comments provided by clubs during consultation, which the 

consultancy team has used to quantify the estimated number of teams.  

 

Table 3.11: Latent demand for football by sub-area 

Club Sub Area Latent Demand commentary 

Total latent 

demand 

(teams) 

Cuffley 

(Saturday) 

Southern 

Villages 
No Justification 1x Adult 

Cuffley 

Youth FC 

Southern 

Villages 
No Justification 1x Junior 

Hatfield 

Comet Youth 
Hatfield 

3-4 junior teams if more pitches 

were available 
3x Junior 

Hatfield 

Mosquito 
Hatfield 

The club would like to attract new 

players and create new teams 
1x Adult 

Lemsford 

Youth 

Welwyn Garden 

City 
No Justification 1x Junior 

Onslow St 

Audrey's 

Academy 

Hatfield 
The club estimated 10 new teams 

in the next three years 

10x Junior and 

Mini 

Potters Bar 

United Youth 

Southern 

Villages 

The club would like as many 

additional teams as possible 
1x Junior 

Town Inn FC Hatfield 
As many teams as possible in 

different age groups 
2x Adult 

Welwyn 

Garden City 

Welwyn Garden 

City 
1-2 adult teams 2x Adult 

Welwyn 

Pegasus 

(Youth) 

Welwyn Garden 

City 
No justification 1x Junior 

Cuffley 

(Saturday) 

Southern 

Villages 
No Justification 1x Adult 

Cuffley 

Youth FC 

Southern 

Villages 
No Justification 1x Junior 

Hatfield 

Comet Youth 
Hatfield 

3-4 junior teams if more pitches 

were available 
3x Junior 
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 Table 3.11 illustrates the significant projected growth that clubs are expecting 

over the next 3 – 5 years. This is influenced by a significant demand for youth 

and mini football in the Study Area, as well as the presence of a number of well-

run junior clubs with high growth ambitions.  

 It is important to note that this projected growth should be treated with an 

element of caution, as the source of information is club consultations. In some 

instances, clubs projected growth is aspirational and in reality, actual growth is 

dependent on a number of factors enabling that growth e.g. access to pitches 

and sufficient volunteers to run new teams.  

 Notwithstanding this, it is important that where clubs have the ambition and 

structure to increase in size, therefore getting more children and adults physically 

active, they should be supported. With this in mind future supply and demand 

analysis for football provision will include the projected growth from latent 

demand identified in this section. 

 Supply and Demand Balance 

 This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for grass football 

pitches (both for current and future estimated demand) for the study area, split by 

sub-area. 

 For every site, an analysis has been undertaken to assess whether each pitch on 

the site has enough capacity to meet the current level of demand for affiliated 

football. The capacity for natural grass pitches to regularly provide for matches, 

training and other activity over a week and a season is most often determined by 

their quality. The quality of both the pitch and the ancillary facilities will determine 

how well a pitch is able to contribute to meeting demand. The following key terms 

are summarised below, with more detailed definitions included within the 

glossary; 

• Spare capacity: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch is less than 

the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch 

• At capacity: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch is equal to the 

weekly carrying capacity of that pitch 

• Overplay: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch exceeds the weekly 

carrying capacity of that pitch. 

 It should be noted that this section of the supply and demand analysis refers to 

‘theoretical capacity’ over the period of a week, however it does not allow for the 

fact that teams and participants may want to play at the same time, therefore 

generating a high level of demand during certain points of the week. This point is 

referred to as the ‘Peak Period’, which is explained in more detail later in this 

chapter. 

OVERPLAY 

 Overplay occurs when a grass football pitch is played on to a greater extent than 

is recommended by the pitch’s carrying capacity. For example, if an adult football 

pitch is given a quality rating of standard, then it has a recommended maximum 
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usage of 2 match equivalent sessions* and/or training sessions per week If, 

however, this pitch is used for 3 adult football matches per week (equating to 3 

match equivalent sessions), the pitch is being used over and above its carrying 

capacity and is therefore being overplayed by one match equivalent session. 

There are a number of reasons for a pitch being overplayed, such as lack of 

alternative provision, poor site management, or a discrepancy in pitch rates, 

making some more affordable than others.  

 It is important that any overplay of pitches is considered as part of the overall 

supply and demand analysis, therefore Table 3.12 below identifies all sites that 

have pitches with overplay.  

 Where overplay has been identified as part of this analysis, it is included within 

the overall supply and demand analysis for football in the Study Area. Sites such 

as Welwyn Playing Fields are currently subject to significant overplay, which is 

influenced by a lack of provision and a significant amount of demand for formal 

football provision. 

 A full capacity analysis of all sites with football provision is included within 

Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis.   

 
 
* Refer to Phrases (9.1.14) 
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Table 3.12: Overplay of Football pitches in Welwyn Hatfield (Only sites with overplay included) 

Site Name Sub Area 

Balance - Overplay or Spare Capacity (match equivalent sessions) 

Adult Yth 11v11 Yth 9v9 Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 
Total 

balance 

BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE Hatfield 4 1 -1 0 0 4 

DE HAVILLAND GRANGE Hatfield 0 0 -0.5 0 0 -0.5 

DIGSWELL PARK Welwyn Garden City 0 0 -0.5 0 0 -0.5 

KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD Southern Villages 5 0 0.5 -1.5 7 11 

KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS Welwyn Garden City 5 -3 0 0 0 2 

MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD Welwyn Garden City 0 -3 2 -4 6 1 

MONKS WALK SCHOOL Welwyn Garden City 18 -5 -5.5 -4.5 -1 2 

Oak View Primary and Nursery School Hatfield 0 0 -1 -1 0 -2 

OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB Southern Villages 7 -2 -0.5 -0.5 11.5 15.5 

ONSLOW ST AUDREYS SCHOOL Hatfield -1.5 0 0 0 0 -1.5 

SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL Northern villages 2.5 -0.5 0 11 -1.5 11.5 

RIDGEWAY ACADEMY Welwyn Garden City 0 -2 -2 7 5 8 

ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Hatfield 0 0 0 0 -0.5 -0.5 

STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES Welwyn Garden City 2.5 0 0 -3.5 -1 -2 

WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND Southern Villages 0.5 0 0 -1 3.5 3 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB Welwyn Garden City 0.5 0 0 0 -2 -1.5 

WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS Northern villages 1 -3 -1.5 0 0 -3.5 

WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND Northern villages -0.5 0 0 0 0 -0.5 
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TOTAL STUDY AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

 Table 3.13 to 3.17 below shows the balance between supply and demand for 

sub-area, split by pitch typology. For each pitch typology, the total amount of 

available and secured provision in each sub-area (in the peak period) is 

compared with the total demand for pitches, providing a balance analysis across 

the whole study area.  

 The points below provide further explanation on the terms used within the tables: 

• Actual capacity: The amount of supply from all pitches that are available 

and secured for community use during the peak period, quantified in Match 

Equivalent Sessions (MES) 

• Total demand: The total amount of football demand in the area, calculated 

by adding together the match play and training demand data captured from 

clubs in the specific sub-areas 

• Current position: The supply and demand balance for grass pitch provision, 

when taking into consideration the actual capacity and the total demand 

• Unmet/latent demand: Potential demand that has been identified as not 

being converted yet. For more information, see the latent and unmet demand 

sections of this needs assessment 

• Displaced demand: Demand that cannot be satisfied within the local 

authority, due to a lack of suitable facilities  

• Future demand: The projected growth of demand, calculated using Team 

Generation Rates and the population projections for each sub-area 

• Future position: The projected supply and demand analysis for 2035, taking 

into consideration the additional demand from unmet, latent, displaced and 

future (population growth) demand. 

 

Table 3.13 – Adult 11v11 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 

ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 2.5 -1.5 1 1.5 1 1 -2.5 

Northern Villages 0.5 -0.5 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern Villages 2 0 2 0.5 0 1 0.5 

Welwyn Garden City 12 0 12 1 0 1.5 9.5 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

17 -2 15 3 1 3.5 7.5 

ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 2.5 -1.5 1 1.5 1 1 -2.5 

Northern Villages 0.5 -0.5 0 0 0 0 0 

Southern Villages 7 0 7 0.5 0 1 5.5 

Welwyn Garden City 15 0 15 1 0 1.5 12.5 
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Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

25 -2 23 3 1 3.5 15.5 

 
 

 Table 3.13 illustrates that for adult 11v11 pitch provision, there is currently spare 

capacity across all sub-areas for all available sites, except for Northern Villages, 

where this pitch typology is currently at capacity. The highest amount of spare 

capacity exists in the Welwyn Garden City sub-area, with the majority of spare 

capacity spread across the following sites: 

• King George V Playing Fields (2 MES) 

• Moneyhole Lane Playing Field (3 MES) 

• Monks Walk School (7 MES)  

 The sites highlighted above have been identified as having spare capacity during 

the peak period, as demonstrated in the following section, which provides an 

opportunity for increased usage or re-configuring existing 11v11 provision as 

alternative pitch provision. 

 The analysis of secured provision demonstrates, however, that this spare 

capacity is reduced significantly from 23MES to 15MES. 

 When incorporating unmet, latent and displaced demand, as well as demand 

driven by population growth, the future position analysis shows spare capacity in 

the Southern Villages and Welwyn Garden City sub-areas. There is projected to 

be, however, a small deficit of provision in the Hatfield sub-area, which is driven 

by population growth and the very low level of secured adult 11v11 provision. 

Table 3.13 also shows that by the end of the strategy, Welwyn Garden City is 

likely to be the only sub-are with significant spare capacity that is secured for 

long term community use. 

 The overall picture for the adult 11v11 pitch typology, as demonstrated by Table 

3.13, aligns with the consultation outcomes from earlier stages of the PPS 

project. These consultations, especially those undertaken with the Hertfordshire 

FA, have indicated that adult 11v11 football is declining across the study area, 

with reduction in demand for this type of football offset by an increase in demand 

for mini and youth football.  

Table 3.14 – Youth 11v11 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 

ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 1.5 0 1.5 2 0 0 -0.5 

Northern Villages 0 -3.5 -3.5 0 0 0 -3.5 

Southern Villages 0 -2 -2 1 0 2.5 -5.5 

Welwyn Garden City 1 -13 -12 0.5 0.5 6 -19 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

2.5 -18.5 -16 3.5 0.5 8.5 -28.5 

ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 
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Hatfield 1.5 0 1.5 2 0 0 -0.5 

Northern Villages 0 -3.5 -3.5 0 0 0 -3.5 

Southern Villages 2 -2 0 1 0 2.5 -3.5 

Welwyn Garden City 1 -13 -12 0.5 0.5 6 -19 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

4.5 -18.5 -14 3.5 0.5 8.5 -26.5 

 

 Table 3.14 illustrates the previously mentioned shortage of Youth 11v11 pitch 

provision across Welwyh Hatfield, with a total deficit of 14 MES.  

 The analysis for current position shows that the largest deficit occurs within the 

Welwyn Garden City sub-area. Provision in Southern Villages is currently at 

capacity, and there is a small amount of spare capacity in the Hatfield sub-area. 

When looking at secured provision only, this spare capacity in the Hatfield sub-

area also converts into a deficit. 

 Given the large surplus of adult pitch provision and the deficit of Youth 11v11 

identified in the analysis, it is likely that there is some level of youth football 

currently taking place on adult pitches, instead of the FA recommended Youth 

11v11 pitch size. 

 Future analysis, including future and displaced demand, shows that the current 

shortage of Youth 11v11 pitch provision is increased during the life of the 

strategy, with a deficit across all sub-areas that totals 26.5 match equivalents for 

all available sites and 28.5 match equivalents for secured sites only (the vast 

majority of it occurring within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area). 

 

Table 3.15 – Youth 9v9 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 

ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 0 -2.5 -2.5 2 0 0.5 -5 

Northern Villages 3 -1.5 1.5 0 0 0 1.5 

Southern Villages 0 -0.5 -0.5 0 0 0.5 -1 

Welwyn Garden City 1 -8 -7 0.5 0 3 -10.5 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

4 -12.5 -8.5 2.5 0 4 -15 

ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 0.5 -2.5 -2 2 0 0.5 -4.5 

Northern Villages 3 -1.5 1.5 0 0 0 1.5 

Southern Villages 0 -0.5 -0.5 0 0 0.5 -1 

Welwyn Garden City 4 -8 -4 0.5 0 3 -7.5 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

7.5 -12.5 -5 2.5 0 4 -11.5 
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 Table 3.15 demonstrates an overall deficit of Youth 9v9 provision for both current 

and future scenarios 

 Northern Villages is the only sub-area that has spare capacity for Youth 9v9 

football, both currently and in the future, since no new teams are expected to be 

generated in this area. 

 This deficit of Youth 9v9 provision in Welwyn Hatfield is expected to increase by 

2032 from 5 MEs to 11.5 MES, due to the additional demand generated by 

population change and the conversion of latent demand. When looking at 

secured sites only, this deficit is increased to 15MES across Welwyn Hatfield. 

Table 3.16 – Mini Soccer 7v7 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 

ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 1 -1 0 1.5 0 0 -1.5 

Northern Villages 7 0 7 0 0 0 7 

Southern Villages 1 -3 -2 0 0 0 -2 

Welwyn Garden City 1.5 -12 -10.5 0 0 0.5 -11 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

10.5 -16 -5.5 1.5 0 0.5 -7.5 

ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 2 -1 1 1.5 0 0 -0.5 

Northern Villages 7 0 7 0 0 0 7 

Southern Villages 1 -3 -2 0 0 0 -2 

Welwyn Garden City 1.5 -12 -10.5 0 0 0.5 -11 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

11.5 -16 -4.5 1.5 0 0.5 -6.5 

 

 Table 3.16 shows an overall deficit of 4.5 MES for Mini Soccer 7v7 in Welwyn 

Hatfield. 

 It should be highlighted that, since most of the demand for 7v7 football (and 

football in Welwyn Hatfield in general) is concentrated in the Welwyn Garden City 

and Southern Villages sub-areas, the analysis shows a significant deficit for 

these areas. Hatfield and Northern Villages, however, show significant spare 

capacity in the current position and this is due to a very low level of Mini Soccer 

demand.   

 With a small increase in team demand by 2032, the future scenario shows that 

the deficit for Mini Soccer 7v7 provision in Welwyn Hatfield is slightly increased 

from 4.5 MES to 6.5 MES. 

Table 3.17 – Mini Soccer 5v5 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 

ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 
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Hatfield 1 -0.5 0.5 1.5 0 0 -1 

Northern Villages 2 -1.5 0.5 0 0 0 0.5 

Southern Villages 3 0 3 0 0 0 3 

Welwyn Garden City 0 -2 -2 0 0 0 -2 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

6 -4 2 1.5 0 0 0.5 

ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 

Analysis Area 
Actual spare 

capacity 
Total 

overplay 
Current 
position 

Unmet/latent 
demand 

Displaced 
demand 

Future 
demand 

Future 
position 

Hatfield 2 -0.5 1.5 1.5 0 0 0 

Northern Villages 2 -1.5 0.5 0 0 0 0.5 

Southern Villages 4 0 4 0 0 0 4 

Welwyn Garden City 0 -2 -2 0 0 0 -2 

Welwyn Hatfield (total 
LA) 

8 -4 4 1.5 0 0 2.5 

 

 Table 3.17 demonstrates that there is spare capacity for Mini Soccer 5v5 football 

in Welwyn Hatfield as a whole, both in current and future positions. 

 As occurs with other Youth and Mini Soccer pitch typologies, the Welwyn Garden 

City sub-area shows a deficit for Mini 7v7 provision due to the concentration of 

demand within this area. The Hatfield, Northern Villages and Southern Villages 

sub-areas all have some spare capacity in the current position. 

 Future scenarios indicate that by 2032, Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches in the Hatfield 

sub-area could be operating at capacity if the current level of latent demand is 

converted into actual demand. The supply and demand analysis in all other sub-

areas remains consistent, since no change in demand is expected. The future 

analysis for Welwyn Hatfield as a whole shows, therefore, a slight reduction in 

spare capacity for Mini Soccer 5v5 provision, and a very small amount of spare 

capacity at secured sites.  

 

 Peak time analysis 

 In line with the 2013 Sport England PPS guidance, this study has considered the 

total supply and demand for facilities, measured in match equivalent sessions per 

week.  

 While this is a valuable measure as to whether or not pitches are at capacity, 

have spare capacity or are overplayed, the patterns of demand should also be 

considered when assessing whether there are sufficient facilities across the 

Study Area.  

 With this in mind, this section undertakes a peak time capacity analysis, to 

assess whether there are sufficient facilities during the periods that the greatest 

proportion of the population like to play football.  
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 This will indicate whether there are enough pitches to satisfy the demand where 

a large amount of football is played at the same time (e.g. are there enough Adult 

11v11 pitches so that all adult teams can to play on Saturday afternoons?) 

 The following assumptions on peak times have been developed using data 

collected during the demand consultations with clubs and the Whole Game 

System FA report. 

• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 

• Youth 11v11 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday PM 

• Youth 9v9 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday PM 

• Mini Soccer 7v7 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday AM 

• Mini Soccer 5v5 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday AM 

 A full methodology for calculating peak time capacity can be found in Appendix A 

 Table 3.18 provides an analysis of all sites across Welwyn Hatfield where formal 

football demand has been identified. For all relevant sites, it has been identified 

whether there is spare capacity during the peak period (highlighted green). It 

should be noted that where sites are at an overall deficit of capacity (highlighted 

red), it is assumed that there is not spare capacity during the peak period. It has 

also been assumed that all sites that are currently available for community use 

but have no formal demand identified, there will be spare capacity at the peak 

period. Conversely, all sites that are not available for community use are 

assumed to have no spare capacity at the period of peak demand. 

 Table 3.18 illustrates the majority of grass provision does not have any spare 

capacity at the peak period. This is as expected for a Study Area with a high level 

of football demand, especially in the youth and adult age groups.  
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Table 3.18: Spare peak time capacity for football 

Site Name Sub Area 
Community 
use on site 

Peak Time Capacity Commentary  

Adult  Yth 11v11 Yth 9v9 Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 Total balance 

BIRCHWOOD AVENUE 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

1 match 
equivalent 

BIRCHWOOD LEISURE 
CENTRE 

Hatfield Available 
1 match 

equivalent 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

BISHOPS HATFIELD 
GIRLS SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

0.5 match 
equivalents 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

0.5 match 
equivalents 

CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL Southern Villages Available 
2 match 

equivalents 
2 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1match 
equivalent 

5 match 
equivalents 

COMMONSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden City Not Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

COOPERS ROAD Southern Villages Available 
1 match 

equivalent 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

CUFFLEY SCHOOL Southern Villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

DE HAVILLAND GRANGE 
(a.k.a. Cornflower Way, 
Hatfield) 

Southern Villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Southern Villages Not Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK Welwyn Garden City Available 
0.5 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

0.5 match 
equivalents 

HALLS CLOSE Northern Villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

2 match 
equivalents 

No spare 
capacity 

3 match 
equivalents 

HATFIELD CRUSADERS 
CRICKET CLUB 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
1 match 

equivalent 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

Hatfield Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

HOLWELL PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

KING GEORGE PLAYING 
FIELD 

Southern Villages Available 
2 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

1 match 
equivalent 

KING GEORGE V 
PLAYING FIELDS 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
2 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 
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Site Name Sub Area 
Community 
use on site 

Peak Time Capacity Commentary  

Adult  Yth 11v11 Yth 9v9 Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 Total balance 

LEMSFORD VILLAGE 
HALL 

Hatfield Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

MONEYHOLE LANE 
PLAYING FIELD 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
3 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

MONKS WALK SCHOOL Welwyn Garden City Available 
7 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

OLD OWENS SPORTS 
CLUB 

Southern Villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1.5 match 
equivalents 

No spare 
capacity 

PANSHANGER PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

1match 
equivalent 

ROE HILL Hatfield Available 
0.5 match 

equivalents 
0.5 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

ROWANS PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

ROYAL VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

Southern Villages Available 
2 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

2 match 
equivalents 

SHERRARDSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Northern Villages Available 
0.5 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

2 match 
equivalents 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

1.5 match 
equivalents 

RIDGEWAY ACADEMY Welwyn Garden City Available 
2 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

0.5 match 
equivalents 

No spare 
capacity 

0.5 match 
equivalents 

ST JOHN'S VOLUNTARY 
AIDED CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

1 match 
equivalent 

ST MICHAEL'S 
WOOLMER GREEN COFE 
VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Northern villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

2 match 
equivalents 

2 match 
equivalents 

ST. PHILIP HOWARD 
CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

0.5 match 
equivalents 

STANBOROUGH SCHOOL 
GRASS PITCHES 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
0.5 match 

equivalents 
No spare 
capacity 

3 match 
equivalents 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 
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Site Name Sub Area 
Community 
use on site 

Peak Time Capacity Commentary  

Adult  Yth 11v11 Yth 9v9 Mini 7v7 Mini 5v5 Total balance 

SWALLOW DELL 
PRIMARY AND NURSERY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden City Not Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

THE HOLY FAMILY 
CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden City Not Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

WELHAM GREEN 
RECREATION GROUND 

Southern Villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

0.5 match 
equivalents 

No spare 
capacity 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

Welwyn Garden City Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

WELWYN PLAYING 
FIELDS 

Northern Villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

WOOLMER GREEN 
RECREATION GROUND 

Northern Villages Available 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

3 match 
equivalents 

No spare 
capacity 

2.5 match 
equivalents 
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 Site by Site Analysis - Protection, Enhancement and Provision 

 The site-by-site assessment provides a justification of how each active football site should be protected, enhanced or further provided for, in line 

with the National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 73 and 74. Additionally, this table serves to summarise the key parts of the PPS 

assessment that have been identified so far within this sport specific section.   

 To confirm the sites that have spare capacity or a deficit, the site-by-site analysis in this section will provide a total balance per site to illustrate the 

sites that need investment either to improve the quality of pitches (and therefore carrying capacity), as well as the sites that need a greater 

number of grass pitches in order to satisfy demand. This will be shown in the ‘capacity for community use’ column. 

 This table does not include lapsed or disused sites that have been identified as part of the study. These are included in the following section. 

Table 3.19 – Site by site summary for football provision 

Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

BIRCHWOOD 
AVENUE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available 
Unsecure

d 
1 x Mini 

5v5 
4 0 4 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It has a Mini Soccer 5v5 pitch that 
available to the community and not currently used 
for any formal football demand, however it is used 
by pupils of the school for PE and other physical 
activity. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

BIRCHWOOD 
LEISURE CENTRE 

Hatfield Available Secured 

3 x 
Adult 

6 2 4 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. The adult and youth pitches on site 
are used by Hatfield Social, Hatfield Town, Hatfield 
Town Youth and The Wrestlers FC. There is also a 
small sided 3G AGP on site that is used by Comet 
Youth for training. 

1x 
Youth 
11v11 

2 1 1 
No spare 
capacity 

E The grass pitches were deemed Standard as part 
of the site inspection, however it was revealed that 
they could sometimes be unsafe with a hard 
surface due to using inappropriate maintenance 
equipment. An increased and improved 
maintenance regime is recommended. 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

Given the level of spare capacity for adult football 
in Welwyn Hatfield and the current deficit of youth 
provision, it is recommended to explore the 
possibility of reconfiguring one of the 3 existing 
adult pitches into a youth pitch. 

1x Mini 
7v7 

4 0 4 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
V 

The small sided AGP is over 10 years old and 
there is evidence of deterioration of the surface. 
There are current discussions taking place to 
determine whether to resurface this pitch or 
replacing one of the existing grass pitches with a 
full sized 3G AGP. There is also potential for a 
new stadia pitch at the site to create a new home 
ground for Hatfield Town FC, based on 
consultation with the club and Hatfield Town 
Council. Further feasibility work is recommended. 

BISHOPS 
HATFIELD GIRLS 
SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available 
Unsecure

d 

1x 
Youth 
9v9 

2 0.5 1.5 

0.5 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. The Youth 9v9 pitch is currently 
used by a junior side from Hatfield Comet Youth.  

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

The school are looking to access RFU funding that 
they will put into new grass pitch provision that 
they will acquire once building works are no longer 
taking place on site. It is recommended to work 
with the school to determine a new site 
configuration that will be beneficial for all sports on 
site. 

CHANCELLOR'S 
SCHOOL 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available 

Unsecure
d 

2x 
Adult 

4 0 4 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It has two adult , two youth 11v11 
and one Mini 5v5 pitches that are used by pupils of 
the school, however no formal football demand 
has been recorded as part of the study. 

2x 
Youth 
11v11 

4 0 4 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

E The grass pitches scored in the lower end of the 
Standard rating as part of the non-technical 
assessment, however the pitch quality was 
described as poor during consultation, with severe 
drainage problems. This is potentially the reason 
for the lack of community football on site and an 
increased an improved maintenance regime as 
well as drainage work are recommended. 
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Availabilit
y 
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d 
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(grass 
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only) 

Peak 
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g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

1x Mini 
5v5 

4 0 4 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
V 

The school have expressed their aspirations to 
establish AGP provision on site, to act as a central 
community hub for sports in the area, which would 
also demand further parking capacity. Further 
feasibility work is required to determine the scale 
and viability of this development. 

COMMONSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 

Not 
Available 

N/A 
1x Mini 

7v7 
4 0 

NA – Not 
available for 
community 

use 

No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It is not available to the wider 
community, however it is used by pupils of the 
school for PE and other physical activity. 

E The Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch is not currently available 
to the community due to its poor condition and the 
lack of security at the school. An improved 
maintenance regime and increased security are 
recommended in order to make the pitch available 
to the wider community, given the current deficit of 
7v7 provision within the Welwyn Garden City sub-
area. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

COOPERS ROAD 
Souther

n 
Villages 

Available 
Unsecure

d 
1x 

Adult 
2 0 2 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site’s location is difficult to access and it has a 
poor quality adult pitch, no formal football demand 
has been recorded at the site as part of the study. 
It is therefore recommended that the site is re-
designated as open space for alternative sports 
and physical activity. 

E If the site was to be kept, it is recommended to 
reconfigure the existing provision into Youth or 
Mini Soccer pitches in order to address the current 
deficit in the Southern Villages sub-area, as well 
as the study area as a whole. A more robust 
maintenance regime would also be required. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
Souther

n 
Villages 

Available Secured 
1x Mini 

7v7 
2 0 2 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. No formal demand has been 
identified as part of the study, however it is used 
by pupils of the school for PE and physical activity. 

E The Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch on site is of poor quality 
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Availabilit
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y 
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y 
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d 

Balance 
for 
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(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
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g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

and an improved maintenance regime is 
recommended. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

DE HAVILLAND 
GRANGE (a.k.a. 
Cornflower Way, 
Hatfield) 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available Secured 

1x 
Youth 
11v11 

2 0.5 1.5 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site is used by one U12s side from Hatfield 
Comet Youth and should be protected as playing 
fields in the local plan.  

E No enhancements are identified for existing 
provision due to the potential full redevelopment 
and reconfiguration of the site. 

P
V 

Funding has been secured by a nearby housing 
development to invest in a full redevelopment of 
the site, including new changing provision, storage 
depot and the reconfiguration of the grass 
provision to 1x Youth 9v9 and 2x Mini Soccer 7v7 
pitches. It is recommended to support the delivery 
of this project which, once completed, would 
contribute to address the current deficit of Youth 
and Mini provision in the area. 

DE HAVILLAND 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Souther
n 

Villages 

Not 
Available 

N/A 
1x Mini 

7v7 
4 0 

NA – Not 
available for 
community 

use 

No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It has a Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch and 
it is not available to the wider community, however 
it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other 
physical activity. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

GOSLING SPORTS 
PARK 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available 

Unsecure
d 

1x 
Adult 

2 0.5 1.5 

0.5 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is a large multi-sport site, it is used by an 
adult team from Hatfield Town for competitive 
football and should be protected as playing fields 
in the Local Plan. There is potential, however, for 
the club to be relocated to a new home ground 
behind Birchwood Leisure Centre in the future. 
As well as the Adult Football grass pitch, there is 
small sided 3G AGP provision on site that is 
frequently hired out for informal use, as well as 
competitive training from Welwyn Garden City 
Youth. 
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Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
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Suppl
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Capacit
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d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
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g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

It is recommended to work with the club and site 
managers (GLL and Play Football) to put in place 
a community use agreement and secure long-term 
access. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

HALLS CLOSE 
Norther

n 
villages 

Available Secured 

1x 
Youth 
9v9 

2 0 2 

1 match 
equivalents 

sessions 
spare 

capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan, it is owned by Welwyn St Mary’s 
Primary School and used by pupils of the school. 

2x Mini 
7v7 

8 0 8 

2 match 
equivalents 

sessions 
spare 

capacity 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

HATFIELD 
CRUSADERS 
CRICKET CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

1x 
Adult 

2 0 2 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site is heavily used by the cricket club and 
should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. No formal football demand has been 
recorded on the standard quality Adult pitch, and 
the cricket club have expressed their intentions to 
move to the Hatfield House site across the road 
(see the Cricket section of this report). If this was 
to go ahead, it is recommended to explore the 
possibility of reconfiguring the site for football use 
only, including youth football provision in order to 
address current deficit within the Welwyn Garden 
City sub-area. 

E Grass provision and ancillary facilities at the site 
are of adequate quality. No enhancements were 
identified as part of the study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

HATFIELD 
FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

Hatfield Available Secured 1x AGP No grass provision on site N/A 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. There are two 60x40 sand based 
AGPs on site, that are available and used by the 
local community.  
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only) 
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g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

E The AGPs on site are 5-10 years old and scored in 
the lower end of the Standard rating as part of the 
non-technical assessment. Resurfacing of both 
pitches may be required within the next 5 years. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

HATFIELD LAWN 
TENNIS & 
BOWLING CLUB 
LTD 

Hatfield Available Secured 1x AGP No grass provision on site N/A 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. There are two standard quality  
35x20 3G AGPs that are available to the 
community and, although no football demand was 
identified as part of the study, it can serve as a 
training facility for local clubs 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

HATFIELD 
LEISURE CENTRE 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available Secured 1x AGP No grass provision on site N/A 

P
R 

The site has two small sided AGPs (3G) that are 
well utilised by the community and should be 
protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is 
used for training by local football clubs such as 
Welwyn Garden City Youth, Lemsford Youth, OSA 
Academy. 

E The AGP surface was relayed two years ago and 
pitch quality is adequate, however the netting and 
walls surrounding the pitches are deteriorating and 
in need of replacing/refurbishing. It was also 
revealed in consultation that there are aspirations 
to establish a café on site, which would increase 
revenue, however the site is soon to be taken over 
by GLL. Further feasibility work for this 
development is recommended.  

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

Hatfield Available 
Unsecure

d 
3x 

Adult 
9 4 5 

No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is a large site with grass and AGP provision 
that is heavily used by the community and should 
be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It 
is used by local clubs such us AFC Mymms, 
Hatfield Mosquito and the University of 
Hertfordshire teams, and it is also home to Arsenal 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

Women’s FC. 

E This is a high quality site and all grass and AGP 
provision was rated as Good as part of the 
assessment. The only enhancements identified as 
part of the study are the refurbishing of the existing 
dugout provision and potentially establishing a 
covered stand for the first team pitch (in discussion 
between the site and Arsenal Women’s FC) 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

HOLWELL 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

1x 
Youth 
9v9 

2 0 2 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site has a standard quality Youth 9v9 pitch 
and should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. No formal football demand was 
identified at the site, however it is used by pupils of 
the school for PE and other physical activity. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

KING GEORGE 
PLAYING FIELD 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available Secured 

3x 
Adult 

6 1 5 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is a multi-pitch site that is home to adult and 
junior teams from Cuffley FC and Cuffley Youth 
and should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. 
This is a key site for football, given its and the level 
of demand that it accommodates from one of the 
largest clubs in the area, however it was identified 
as unsecured for long-term use. It is therefore 
recommended to put in place a long-term 
community use agreement in order to guarantee 
security of tenure. 

1x 
Youth 
9v9 

2 1.5 0.5 
No spare 
capacity 

E Consultation with Cuffley Youth FC revealed that 
the pitch on site suffer from severe drainage 
problems due to the site being built on London 
Clay, some further investment and drainage works 
are required in order to address this. The 
clubhouse on site was also identified as poor and 
refurbishment is recommended. 

2x Mini 
5v5 

8 1 7 
1 match 

equivalent 
P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 
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Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
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only) 
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overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

sessions 
spare 

capacity 

KING GEORGE V 
PLAYING FIELDS 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

5x 
Adult 

8 3 5 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It used by several clubs in the 
area, including Welwyn Borough, Cuffley Tigers, 
The Grove, Shamrock Rovers, Bradmore Rovers 
and junior teams from Cuffley Youth FC.  
There are 5x adult and 1x Youth 11v11 pitches on 
site, and the analysis shows significant spare 
capacity on the adult pitches – with some level of 
overplay on the youth 11v11 pitch. It is likely that 
some youth demand is currently taking place on 
the adult pitches, and therefore it is recommended 
that the site is reconfigured to address this. 

1x 
Youth 
11v11 

2 5 -3 
No spare 
capacity 

E Pitch provision was identified as standard during 
site inspection, and no particular issues were 
revealed on consultation with clubs that utilise the 
site. No enhancements are required. 

P
V 

The installation of a full sized 3G AGP in 
replacement of one of the existing adult pitches 
should be explored, in order to address the lack of 
training facilities in the area identified as part of 
this study, as well as the current deficit of Youth 
football provision (if competitive fixtures were 
accommodated on the AGP). This would also help 
reduce the number of cancelled fixtures at times of 
inclement weather. Further feasibility work is 
recommended to determine the viability of this 
project. 

LEMSFORD 
VILLAGE HALL 

Hatfield Available Secured 
1x 

Adult 
2 1 1 

No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site is home to Lemsford FC and Hedgehog 
FC’s adult teams and should be protected as 
playing fields in the Local Plan. 
The site was identified lacking long-term security 
of tenure, it is therefore recommended that WHBC 
engage with the football clubs that use the site and 
put in place and long-term community use 
agreement. 

E The adult pitch on site has been rated as 
Standard, however it suffers from a rabbit problem 
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Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

and has had some anti-social behaviour issues in 
the past. Increased security is recommended at 
the site. 

P
V 

No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

MONEYHOLE 
LANE PLAYING 
FIELD 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

3x 
Adult 

4 
3 (Youth 
11v11) 

1 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is one of the key football sites in the area and 
should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. It is home to Panshanger FC, who have a 
total of 29 sites in all age groups playing from the 
site. 

2x 
Youth 
9v9 

4 2 2 
No spare 
capacity 

E The club stated to be satisfied with the quality of 
provision during consultation and the pitches were 
deemed Standard as part of the site assessment. 
However the high level of demand generated by 
the club results in some overuse of the pitches and 
an increased and more robust maintenance 
regime is required in order to keep the playing 
surface to an adequate standard. 

2x Mini 
5v5 

8 
2 (+4 

Mini 7v7) 
2 

No spare 
capacity 

P
V 

It was revealed during consultation that the club 
are growing at a steady pace and are also 
expecting some further growth in coming years 
from caused by nearby housing developments. It 
is likely that further provision will be required and 
there is space on site to develop new pitches. It is 
recommended to work with the club and support 
them with the reconfiguration of the site as per the 
new requirements. The installation of a small sized 
3G AGP would also be beneficial as it would allow 
the club to accommodate all of their training 
demand (currently taking place at Ridgeway 
Academy) on site. Further feasibility work is 
recommended, as well as providing the club with 
support and information on funding options. 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

10x 
Adult 

21 

3 (Adult) 
+ 

5 (Youth 
11v11) 

+ 
5.5 

(Youth 

2 
No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is a multi-pitch site with grass and artificial 
ground provision and should be protected as 
playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to 
Welwyn Pegasus, one of the largest clubs in the 
area with 36 teams, all of which play and train at 
the site. 

E The pitches are heavily used and increased 
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Availabilit
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Capacit
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pitches 

only) 
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Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

9v9) 
+ 

4.5 (Mini 
7v7) 

+ 
1 (Mini 
5v5) 

maintenance is required due to gravel and stones 
rising on the surface, with a lot of hard ground and 
poor line marking as well. The FA are aware of the 
situation but there are large costs associated with 
this work. It is recommended to support the club 
and provide information on available funding 
sources. 
With a large amount of youth and mini soccer 
demand on site (possibly taking place on the adult 
pitches or over marked pitches) it is recommended 
to reconfigure some of the existing adult provision 
into youth and mini pitches. 
The full sized 3G AGP on site has recently been 
invested on and is of very good quality, however it 
is also heavily used by Welwyn Pegasus and the 
club stated during consultation that it is reaching 
capacity. 

P
V 

The site should be considered as a potential 
location for an additional 3G AGP, with several 
clubs in the area having identified a need for 
additional training facilities and Welwyn Pegasus 
stating in consultation that club growth is currently 
restricted by the lack of available and suitable 
pitch provision. It is recommended to undertake 
feasibility works to determine the viability of this 
development, as well as working with the club to 
provide funding opportunities.  

OLD OWENS 
SPORTS CLUB 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available Secured 

4x 
Adult 

12 

5 (Adult) 
+ 

2 (Youth 
11v11) 

+ 
0.5 

(Youth 
9v9) 

4.5 
No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is a multi-sport site and it should be protected 
as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used as a 
home ground by several football clubs, including 
Potters Bar United Youth, Elizabeth Allen Old 
Boys, Oakwood Town, Northaw, Tansley Saturday 
and Hadley Green. 

2x Mini 
5v5 

12 

0.5 (Mini 
5v5) 

+ 
0.5 (Mini 

7v7) 

11 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

E There are four Adult and two Mini Soccer 5v5 
pitches on site, all of which are of good quality and 
very well maintained. The ancillary facility is also 
good and meets the needs of site users. There is a 
significant amount of youth football accommodated 
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Availabilit
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for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
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only) 
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Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

at the site, however no Youth 11v11 or 9v9 
provision, which indicates that it is likely that this 
demand is currently taking place on the adult 
pitches instead of the FA recommended Youth 
11v11 pitch size. It is recommended to explore the 
possibility of reconfiguring the site to include youth 
provision. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

PANSHANGER 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

1x Mini 
7v7 

2 0 2 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. No football demand currently takes 
place on site due to the poor pitch quality, however 
it is used by school pupils for physical activity. 

E The site used to accommodate community use, 
however teams no longer play or train on site and 
no school home games are held here either due to 
the quality of the pitch. It is recommended to relay 
and resurface the pitch, putting in place an 
improved and increased maintenance regime, in 
order to bring community football back to the site 
and improve the existing deficit of Mini Soccer 
provision in the area. 

P
V 

No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

QUEENSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available 

Unsecure
d 

1x AGP No grass provision on site N/A 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. There is a good quality, full sized 
AGPs (sand based) on site that is open to the 
community and currently used by Cuffley Youth for 
training purposes. 

E The AGP was rated as Good as part of the 
assessment and no apparent issues were 
identified. The site appears to have a lack of 
suitable parking facilities; however it is assumed 
that the school site is used for this during working 
hours. No further enhancements were identified as 
part of the study. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

ROE HILL Hatfield Available Secured 1x 2 0.5 1.5 0.5 match P This is a multi-sport site with Cricket, Football, 
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(E) or Provision (PV) 

Adult equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

R Rugby and AGP provision and it should therefore 
be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
There are two football pitches (Adult and Youth 
11v11) on site that are used by Town Inn FC and 
Hatfield Comet Youth. 

1x 
Youth 
11v11 

2 0.5 1.5 

0.5 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

E The pitches and ancillary facilities on site were 
deemed adequate and no issues were raised on 
consultation. No enhancements were identified as 
part of this study. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

ROWANS 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

1x 
Youth 
11v11 

2 0 2 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. No formal football demand was 
identified as part of the study, however it is used 
by pupils of the school for PE and other physical 
activity. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

ROYAL 
VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available 

Unsecure
d 

3x 
Adult 

9 1 8 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. There are three good quality adult 
pitches pitches on site and it is used by 
Brookmans Park FC as their home ground. 
The site also has a 40x40 sand based AGP that is 
available to the community, however no formal 
football demand has been recorded at part of this 
study. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

SHERRARDSWOO
D SCHOOL 

Norther
n 

villages 
Available Secured 

1x 
Adult 

3 

0.5 
(Adult) 

+ 
0.5 

(Youth 
11v11) 

2 
No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is a good quality multi-pitch site and it should 
be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It 
is used by pupils of the school and also hired out 
to the community, with teams from Welwyn 
Garden City Ladies (adult), Sherrardswood Ladies 
(U15) and PKSA Panthers (Mini Soccer) playing 
from the site. 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

2x 
Youth 
9v9 

8 0 8 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

E All sides and clubs have a good relationship with 
the school and there are no development plans for 
the school as they are happy with the current 
teams playing on site. No enhancements were 
identified as part of the study. 

2x Mini 
5v5 

12 

1.5 (Mini 
5v5) 

+ 
1 (Mini 
7v7) 

9.5 
No spare 
capacity 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

RIDGEWAY 
ACADEMY 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available 

Unsecure
d 

2x 
Adult 

4 0 4 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. This is a multi-pitch site that has 
grass and artificial ground provision and is heavily 
used by the community, with Welwyn Garden City 
(one of the largest clubs in the area with 36 teams) 
being the main user of the site. Lemsford Youth 
also access the grass provision with a Mini Soccer 
team and all training from Panshanger FC takes 
place on the full sized sand dressed AGP. 

1x 
Youth 
11v11 

2 4 -2 
No spare 
capacity 

E The pitches were identified as adequate during 
club consultation and no particular issues were 
raised, however they are heavily used and this is 
likely to cause issues in the future in terms of pitch 
quality and overplay. A more robust maintenance 
regime is recommended in order to prevent this. 

1x 
Youth 
9v9 

2 4 -2 
No spare 
capacity 

P
V 

The site has been identified as a potential location 
for the development of a full sized 3G pitch, given 
the level of demand generated by Welwyn Garden 
City FC and the lack of training facilities identified 
by clubs within this sub-area and the study area as 
a whole. The site is also at full capacity during 
peak times of demand, and the utilization of an 
AGP for competitive fixtures and training purposes 
will also contribute to address this issue. Further 
feasibility work is required to determine the viability 
and this development. 

3x Mini 
7v7 

12 5 7 
No spare 
capacity 

2x Mini 
5v5 

8 3 5 
No spare 
capacity 

SPRINGMEAD 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

2x Mini 
7v7 

8 1.5 6.5 

0.5 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It is used by junior teams from 
Lemsford Youth, as well as pupils of the school for 
PE and physical activity. The school have a very 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

capacity good relationship with the club and are not looking 
to increase community use of the site 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

ST JOHN'S 
VOLUNTARY 
AIDED CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available Secured 
1x Mini 

5v5 
4 0 4 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. No formal football demand was 
identified as part of the study, however it is used 
by pupils of the school for PE and other physical 
activity. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

ST MICHAEL'S 
WOOLMER 
GREEN COFE VA 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Norther
n 

villages 
Available Secured 

2x Mini 
5v5 

8 0 8 

2 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. No formal football demand was 
identified as part of the study, however it is used 
by pupils of the school for PE and other physical 
activity. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

ST. PHILIP 
HOWARD 
CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Hatfield Available 
Unsecure

d 
1x Mini 

7v7 
4 0.5 3.5 

0.5 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site is used by Hatfield Comet Youth for mini 
soccer and should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. 

E Provision on site is sufficient and of adequate 
quality. No enhancements were identified as part 
of the study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

STANBOROUGH 
SCHOOL GRASS 
PITCHES 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available 

Unsecure
d 

2x 
Adult 

4 1.5 2.5 

0.5 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It is used by an adult teeam from 
Hatfield Seniors and mini teams from Hatfield 
Youth and Hatfiled Town Youth. 

3x 
Youth 

6 
0 (Youth 

9v9) 
1.5 

No spare 
capacity 

E The site currently consists of two adult pitches and 
three Youth 9v9, however no Youth Football 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

9v9 + 
3.5 (Mini 

7v7) 
+ 

1 (Mini 
5v5) 

demand was recorded at the site as part of the 
study. It is recommend to reconfigure one of the 
9v9 pitches into one or two mini soccer pitches in 
order to better accommodate the existing demand. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

SWALLOW DELL 
PRIMARY AND 
NURSERY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 

Not 
Available 

Secured 
2x Mini 

7v7 
8 0 

NA – Not 
available for 
community 

use 

No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. There are two Mini Soccer 7v7 
pitches that are not currently available to the 
community due to lack of security and toilet issues 
at the school, however it is used by pupils for PE 
and physical activity. 

E There is a significant deficit of Mini Soccer 7v7 
provision within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area 
and it is therefore recommended to work with the 
school and determine the requirements to make 
the facility available to the wider community. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

THE HOLY FAMILY 
CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 

Not 
Available 

Secured 
2x Mini 

7v7 
8 0 

NA – Not 
available for 
community 

use 

No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It is not available for community 
use, however it is used by pupils of the school for 
PE and other physical activity. 
There are two Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches on site that 
are of Standard quality. Given the current deficit of 
7v7 provision within the sub-area and the study 
area as a whole, it is recommended to explore the 
possibility of opening the site to the community 
during peak times of demand. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

UNIVERSITY OF 
HERTFORDSHIRE 
(Campus located 
East of A1M) 

Hatfield 
Not 

Available 
Unsecure

d 
1x AGP N/A N/A 

NA – Not 
available for 
community 

use 

No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site is not available for community use, 
however it should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan as it is utilised by university 
students. It has a high quality 3G AGP (65x45) 
tbat is open to the community and utilised by 
Welwyn Garden City Youth, Lemsford, Brookmans 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

Park and Hatfield Seniors for training purposs. 

E The AGP on site is of good quality and no issues 
were identified during site inspection. No 
enhancements required. 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 

WELHAM GREEN 
RECREATION 
GROUND 

Souther
n 

Villages 
Available Secured 

1x 
Adult 

2 1.5 0.5 
No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. It comprised one Adult and one 
Mini 5v5 pitch and is used by adult teams from 
Tansley Saturday, Tansley Sunday and 
Brookmans Park; and Mini Soccer teams from 
Welham Albion and Hatfield Town Youth. 

1x Mini 
5v5 

4 

0.5 (Mini 
5v5) 

+ 
1 (Mini 
7v7) 

2.5 
No spare 
capacity 

E Some drainage problems were identified on the 
grass pitches, and particularly to the exterior of the 
pitches, and it is believed that the introduction of 
verti-draining would improve pitch quality 
significantly.  

P
V 

It was revealed on consultation that the site are 
keen to establish a 9v9 pitch on site through a 
potential reconfiguration. It is recommended to 
provide support and advice for this development. 

WELWYN GARDEN 
CITY FOOTBALL 
CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

1x 
Adult 

2 

1.5 
(Adult) 

+ 
2 (Mini 
5v5) 

-1.5 
No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

This is a single pitch site that is home to Welwyn 
Garden City FC (a Tier 5 club with an adult and an 
U18 team) and should be protected as playing 
fields in the Local Plan. It is also used by youth 
and mini teams from Welwyn Garden City Youth 
FC. 

E The major issue at the site is the quality of the 
pitch, which scored in the lower end of the 
Standard rating. It was stated in consultation that 
this has restricted the growth and development of 
the club and teams, and therefore a more robust 
maintenance regime is recommended. 

P
V 

The club are looking to create a ladies’ section and 
a youth section, however it was stated that a 
second pitch will be required for this and they have 
identified a potential site for development of new 
provision (this Avery Field, a borough-owned site 
located next to the existing site). It is 
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Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Availabilit
y 

Security 
of Use 

Pitch 
Suppl

y 

Pitch 
Capacit

y 

Pitch 
Deman

d 

Balance 
for 

Communit
y use 
(grass 
pitches 

only) 

Peak 
Period 

Balance 
(accountin

g for 
overplay) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement 
(E) or Provision (PV) 

recommended to support the club obtaining 
funding and permission to move forward with this 
development, subject to further feasibility work 

WELWYN 
PLAYING FIELDS 

Norther
n 

villages 
Available Secured 

1x 
Adult 

3 

2 (Adult) 
+ 

3 (Youth 
11v11) 

+ 
1.5 

(Youth 
9v9) 

0.5 
No spare 
capacity 

P
R 

The site should be protected as playing fields in 
the Local Plan. There is a good quality adult pitch 
and a standard Mini 7v7 pitch, and the site is used 
by adult teams from Welwyn St Marys, Lemsford 
FC and Welwyn Sports, and junior teams from 
Lemsford Youth FC 

1x Mini 
7v7 

4 0 4 

1 match 
equivalent 
sessions 

spare 
capacity 

E No enhancements were identified as required 
during site inspection and consultation with site 
users.  

P
V 

The site have plans for a potential small sided 
AGP on site which will not result in any loss of 
grass pitches, subject to further feasibility work. 

WOOLMER 
GREEN 
RECREATION 
GROUND 

Norther
n 

villages 
Available Secured 

3x Mini 
7v7 

10 
0.5 

(Adult) 
9.5 

2.5 match 
equivalents 

sessions 
spare 

capacity 

P
R 

The site is home to Welwyn St Marys reserves and 
it should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. 

E No enhancements were identified as part of the 
study 

P
V 

There are no recommendations for further facilities 
at this site. 
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 Football summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the 

basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Table 3.23 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport 

England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the 

findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report but 

with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield.  

Table 3.23 – Key PPS findings for football in Welwyn Hatfield  

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of 
the current supply 
and demand for 
provision? 

The quality of football provision across the Study Area is high, with 91% of 
the total pitches scoring as Standard or higher as part of the assessment. 
The ownership and management of the 42 football sites in the area is clearly 
dominated by the Local Authority, followed by Education sites. The level of 
demand has also stayed at a relatively consistent level, with major clubs 
continuing to grow, offset by the contraction of demand for smaller affiliated 
adult’s teams. Both the supply and demand for football facilities is dominated 
by the Welwyn Garden City and Southern Villages Sub Areas, which are 
home to the majority of the large clubs, as well as a number of the strategic 
football sites.  

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured community 
use provision to 
meet current 
demand 

The current supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch 
provision shows significant deficit across the Study Area for youth 11v11 (14 
MES), with an overall deficit as well for Youth 9v9 (5 MES) and Mini 7v7 (4.5 
MES). The Welwyn Garden City sub-area has a significant deficit for all pitch 
typologies, except for Adult football, and this is due to the majority of football 
demand being concentrated within this sub-area.  
The analysis shows a significant level of spare capacity for Adult pitches 
across Welwyn Hatfield, which suggests that some level of Youth 11v11 
demand is likely to be taking place on adult pitches, instead of the FA 
recommended Youth 11v11. The reconfiguration of existing sites to address 
this issue should be explored.  

Is the provision that 
is accessible of 
sufficient quality 
and appropriately 
maintained? 

While several clubs have identified issues with drainage and maintenance, 
the overall quality of facilities and the robustness of maintenance regimes is 
standard. There are a small number of poor quality pitches within Welwyn 
Hatfield, only 8% of the total. The highest scoring pitches are the ones 
located at Hertfordshire Sports Village, Old Owens Sports Club, Royal Vet 
College, Monks Walk School and Sherrardswood School. 

What are the main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

With a significant projected growth in population during the lifetime of the 
study and some level of latent demand identified, the requirement for youth 
pitches is likely to increase. 
This demand is projected to be particularly significant in the Welwyn Garden 
City Sub-area, for both grass and artificial provision, given the projected 
growth growth of 22 teams. 
The largest growth across the study area is projected to be realised in the 
Youth 11v11 with an expected increase of 16 teams. 
The supply of provision is also likely to change, with the development of new 
3G provision being a priority for the area, as well as the potential 
development of hub sites. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured community 
use provision to 
meet future 
demand 

The future supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch 
provision shows there is a significant overall deficit for Youth 11v11, 9v9 and 
Mini 7v7 football. The current surplus of adult provision is slightly decreased 
to 15 MES when including future demand, and Mini 5v5 pitches show a 
small amount of spare capacity by the end of the strategy (2.5 MES)  
Spatially, the sub-area with the highest future projected deficit of supply is 
the Welwyn Garden City Sub Area, where there is a deficit of 27 MES when 
considering future demand on secured sites.  
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 Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) 

 There are three surface types that fall into the category of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP); 

rubber crumb (3G), sand-based (filled or dressed) and water based. The Hockey section 

(Section 7) of this needs assessment presents the position for sand-based and water-

based provision, with this section focussing on third generation (3G) facilities that are 

suitable for football and rugby, as well as sand-based provision that is currently used for 

football training. 

 Utilising 3G AGP provision for training and matchplay 

3G AGP USAGE FOR FOOTBALL 

 The FA and Football Foundation considers high quality 3G pitches as essential in 

promoting coach and player development across all age groups. These pitches can 

support intensive use and as such are valuable assets for both playing and training. 

Primarily, such facilities have been installed for community use and training however 

they are increasingly used for competition, which the FA wholly supports providing the 

pitch has been appropriately tested and is on the FA 3G pitch register. The FA’s long-

term ambition is to provide every affiliated team in England with the opportunity to train 

once a week on a floodlit 3G surface together with priority access for Charter Standard 

Community Clubs through a partnership agreement. 

 The FA has adopted the use of 3G pitches across all its competitions and incorporated 

this into the standard code of rules. This decision was taken due to the significant 

advances that have been made to the development of 3G Football Turf (FT) and the 

adoption of these surfaces by professional leagues throughout Europe and by both 

UEFA and FIFA for major competitions.  

 Competitive affiliated football can take place on 3G surfaces that have been tested to 

FA standards and is on the FA 3G Football Turf Pitch Register. All football training can 

take place on sand and water-based surfaces but a 3G surface is preferred. 

3G AGP USAGE FOR RUGBY 

 The use of 3G AGP provision for rugby match play and training has increased 

significantly in the past 10 years, due to a combination of improved technology, greater 

investment and changing player behaviour. 

 Clubs and operators are increasingly seeing the benefit of utilising 3G provision, due to 

the durability of the surface and the ability of clubs to play back to back matches, as well 

as using the same surfaces for both match play and training.  

 For facilities to be used for contact training or affiliated matchplay, pitches must be 

World Rugby 22(WR22) compliant, which ensures pitches have an adequate shock pad 

and length of synthetic grass to ensure they are safe to play on.  

 The RFU’s Rugby365 programme invests in 3G AGP provision, with the overall 

objective of improving player experience. Further information can be found on England 

Rugby’s website. 
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 Supply analysis 

 Table 4.1 overleaf provides a list of all sand-based and 3G AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield 

identified as part of the audit. For each of the AGP’s across the Study Area, the supply 

and demand has been summarised, with identification of spare capacity in the peak 

period where relevant.  

 Detailed audit data for each facility, as well as whether they are included on the FA 

register, are included in Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis 

 The Study Area currently has three full sized 3G AGP’s – two at the Hertfordshire 

Sports Village and one at Monks Walk School - all of which are available for community 

use and used through periods of peak demand. The weekday peak times are 6-9pm 

and at weekends and 10am-7pm.  All facilities are floodlit, therefore can be used by the 

community at peak times throughout the winter. In addition to the full-size pitches, there 

are 15 small sided 3G pitches, some of which are used for training and junior 

matchplay. The additional capacity that is provided by these facilities will be addressed 

in the following supply and demand balance section.  

 There are no World Rugby 22 (WR22) compliant AGPs within Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Table 4.1 Illustrates that there is only one 3G AGP (small sided) within Welwyn Hatfield 

that is not available for community use. This is at the University of Hertfordshire (Campus 

located East of A1M), which is used exclusively by the university.  
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Table 4.1 – AGP audit 

Site Name Sub Area Availability Security of Use Surface Type Size (M) Age of Surface Floodlit Score 

BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE Hatfield Available Secured 3G 
35mx3

0m 
over 10 years Yes 

61.86% - 
Standard 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured 3G 

30mx2
0m 

2-5 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured 3G 

30mx2
0m 

2-5 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured 3G 

30mx2
0m 

2-5 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured 3G 

30mx2
0m 

2-5 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured 3G 

30mx2
0m 

2-5 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured 3G 

30mx2
0m 

2-5 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured 3G 

60mx4
0m 

2-5 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured Sand Filled 

50mx3
5m 

5-10 years Yes 
73.73% - 
Standard 

HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY Hatfield Available Secured Sand Dressed 60x40 5-10 years Yes 
64.52% - 
Standard 

HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY Hatfield Available Secured Sand Dressed 60x40 over 10 years Yes 
61.29% - 
Standard 

HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & 
BOWLING CLUB LTD 

Hatfield Available Secured 3G 35x20 5-10 years Yes 
77.97% - 
Standard 

HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & 
BOWLING CLUB LTD 

Hatfield Available Secured 3G 35x20 5-10 years Yes 
77.97% - 
Standard 

HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE Southern Villages Available Unsecured 3G 35x20 2-5 years Yes 
79.57% - 
Standard 

HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE Southern Villages Available Unsecured 3G 35x20 2-5 years Yes 
79.57% - 
Standard 

HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE Hatfield Available Unsecured 3G 100x60 2-5 years Yes 
93.22% - 

Good 

HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE Hatfield Available Unsecured Sand Dressed 100x60 2-5 years Yes 
93.22% - 

Good 

HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE Hatfield Available Unsecured 3G 100x60 2-5 years Yes 
93.22% - 

Good 
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Site Name Sub Area Availability Security of Use Surface Type Size (M) Age of Surface Floodlit Score 

MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Secured 3G 100x60 2-5 years Yes 

91.53% - 
Good 

QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL Southern Villages Available Unsecured Sand Dressed 100x60 5-10 years Yes 
84.75% - 

Good 

ROE HILL Hatfield Available Secured 3G 
30mx1

7m 
less than 2 

years 
Yes 

82.20% - 
Good 

ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE Southern Villages Available Unsecured Sand Dressed 40x40 2-5 years Yes 
88.98% - 

Good 

RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Unsecured Sand Dressed 91x53 5-10 years Yes 

77.42% - 
Standard 

SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Secured Sand Dressed 40x20 5-10 years Yes 

64.52% - 
Standard 

UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE 
(Campus located East of A1M) 

Hatfield Not Available N/A 3G 65x45 
less than 2 

years 
Yes 

89.25% - 
Good 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL 
CLUB 

Welwyn Garden 
City 

Available Secured 3G 65x45 
less than 2 

years 
Yes 

91.53% - 
Good 
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 Current supply and demand analysis 

CURRENT SUPPLY AND DEMAND MODELLING – FULL SIZE 3G AGP PROVISION 
(FOOTBALL) 

 While Table 4.2 provides a capacity analysis for all AGP sites across the Study 

Area, further analysis is required to identify whether there are sufficient facilities 

to meet the demand, based on national parameters and calculations. 

 As part of the FA National Game Strategy, the Football Association has identified 

a strategic objective to ensure that all teams playing competitive football have 

access to a floodlit 3G AGP to train on at least once a week. To do this, FA 

calculations show that a full size 3G AGP (available for community use at peak 

times) is required for every 38 teams, which will allow the required training and 

match play slots, as well as providing suitable supply at peak times (weekday 

evenings and weekends). 

 Using the demand data for Welwyn Hatfield, 224 teams have been identified as 

playing within Welwyn Hatfield. Using the FA’s suggested ratio of 1:38, this 

demonstrates the need for 5.89 full sized 3G AGP’s, which it is suggested should 

be rounded up to 6 to allow for a comfort factor.  

 Supply and demand data for the project identifies three existing full sized 3G 

AGP facilities within the Study Area that are available for community use. There 

is therefore currently a theoretical deficit of three full sized 3G AGP’s across the 

Study Area. 

 As demonstrated in table 4.1, there is a large quantity of small-sided AGP 

provision in the Borough, which plays an important role in meeting local demand. 

Consultation with the FA has determined that small sided provision will not be 

taken into consideration for the analysis due to the following reasons: 

- the range of use that small-sided AGPs cater for such as commercial 5aside 

leagues and pay &play; 

- no guarantee that the club’s younger sections would be able to access small-

sided provision at the desired times; 

- affiliated matchplay on 3G APPs must take place on sites included in the FA 3G 

Register, whilst small-sided pitches may not be able to meet this requirement. 

 It should be noted that this theoretical analysis only includes full sized 3G AGP’s, 

in line with the strategic objectives of the FA, Football Foundation and Sport 

England. The Strategy document of this PPS will include a scenario to test the 

impact of incorporating all small-sided provision within the supply and demand 

analysis, which will provide a clear understanding of whether the extensive small-

sided provision in the study area provides enough capacity to reduce the future 

need for investment. 

COMBINED SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 

 The analysis in the previous sections has explained the theoretical supply and 

demand analysis for the study area, which uses an assumed level of availability 

and demand to calculate the required total amount of provision.  
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 To provide a more accurate picture of how AGP provision is currently being 

utilised, Table 4.2 shows the supply and demand analysis for all provision that 

is available to the community. This compares the amount of available capacity 

(in hours) during the peak period with the amount of demand that has been 

provided by clubs and users during consultation. 
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Table 4.2: Supply and demand analysis for all AGP provision (demand figures in hours and secured facilities identified in bold) 

Site Name 
Surface 

Type 
Size (M) Floodlit 

Football 
Match 

Demand 

Football 
Training 
Demand 

Hockey 
Training 
Demand 

Hockey 
Match 

demand 

Rugby 
Training 
Demand 

Rugby 
Match 

demand 

Lacrosse 
Training 
Demand 

Lacrosse 
Match 

Demand 

Total 
Demand 

Total 
Peak-
time 

capacity 

Supply and 
demand 
balance 

BIRCHWOOD 
LEISURE 
CENTRE 

3G 35mx30m Yes 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 36 28 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

3G 30mx20m Yes 

0.5 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 13.5 288 274.5 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

3G 30mx20m Yes 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

3G 30mx20m Yes 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

3G 30mx20m Yes 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

3G 30mx20m Yes 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

3G 30mx20m Yes 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

3G 60mx40m Yes 

GOSLING 
SPORTS PARK 

Sand 
Filled 

50mx35m Yes 

HATFIELD 
FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

Sand 
Dressed 

60x40 Yes 

0 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 72 65 
HATFIELD 
FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

Sand 
Dressed 

60x40 Yes 

HATFIELD LAWN 
TENNIS & 
BOWLING CLUB 
LTD 

3G 35x20 Yes 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 72 
HATFIELD LAWN 
TENNIS & 
BOWLING CLUB 
LTD 

3G 35x20 Yes 

HATFIELD 
LEISURE 
CENTRE 

3G 35x20 Yes 0 33 0 0 0 0 0 0 33 72 39 
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Site Name 
Surface 

Type 
Size (M) Floodlit 

Football 
Match 

Demand 

Football 
Training 
Demand 

Hockey 
Training 
Demand 

Hockey 
Match 

demand 

Rugby 
Training 
Demand 

Rugby 
Match 

demand 

Lacrosse 
Training 
Demand 

Lacrosse 
Match 

Demand 

Total 
Demand 

Total 
Peak-
time 

capacity 

Supply and 
demand 
balance 

HATFIELD 
LEISURE 
CENTRE 

3G 35x20 Yes 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

3G 100x60 Yes 

4 16 6.5 17 0 0 1 2 46.5 105 64.5 
HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

Sand 
Dressed 

100x60 Yes 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

3G 100x60 Yes 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

3G 100x60 Yes 19 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 26 36 10 

QUEENSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Sand 
Dressed 

100x60 Yes 0 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 36 18 

ROE HILL 3G 30mx17m Yes 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 36 31 

ROYAL 
VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

Sand 
Dressed 

40x40 Yes 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 36 35 

RIDGEWAY 
ACADEMY 

Sand 
Dressed 

91x53 Yes 16 22 0 0 0 0 0 0 38 36 -2 

SPRINGMEAD 
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Sand 
Dressed 

40x20 Yes 1.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.5 36 34.5 

WELWYN 
GARDEN CITY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 

3G 65x45 Yes 3.5 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 16.5 36 19.5 

Total – all available sites  50.5 137 6.5 17 0 0 1 2 214 894 689 

Total – All secured sites  29 68 0 0 0 0 0 0 97 396 299 

Total – 3G pitches only 32 90 6.5 17 0 0 0 2 147.5 679 538.5 

Total – sand based pitches only 18.5 47 0 0 0 0 1 0 66.5 215 150.5 

 Table 4.32 indicates that the majority of facilities across currently have spare capacity, however this includes all AGP facilities in the study area, 

some of which are sand-based and therefore not appropriate for rugby or football, while some are unsecured for community use.  
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 To evaluate only those 3G AGP sites that are secured for community use the following sites have been identified as spare capacity during the 

peak period: 

• Birchwood Leisure Centre 

• Hatfield Lawn Tennis and Bowling Club 

• Hatfield Leisure Centre 

• Monks Walk School 

• Roe Hill 

• Welwyn Garden City FC 
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 Future supply and demand analysis  

AGP FUTURE SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE 

 To understand the projected level of demand for 3G AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield 

across the lifetime of the project, the same ratio of 1:38 has been used, as well 

as the additional 57 teams identified in the TGR and latent demand calculations, 

in 2032.  

 Using these updated parameters, it is projected that two (rounded from 1.5) new 

full sized 3G AGP’s will be required by the end of the local plan period in Welwyn 

Hatfield. This is to be considered along with meeting the current deficit of three 

AGPs highlighted as part of the current analysis. It must be noted, however, that 

the role that small sided facilities play in meeting local demand must be taken 

into consideration due to the large quantify of these in the Borough. 

 Table 4.3 below breaks down this future demand by sub area, which will feed into 

the site-specific recommendations and actions. 

 It should be noted that the future supply and demand analysis considers only full 

sized 3G AGP’s.  

Table 4.3: Future Capacity Analysis for AGP’s by sub-area 

Sub Area Total New Teams (Future) New AGP Provision Required 

Hatfield 19.3 0.5 

Northern Villages  0.3 0 

Southern Villages  11 0.3 

Welwyn Garden City 26.3 0.7 

Welwyn Hatfield (ALL) 57 1.5 

 While the above analysis provides a quantified assessment of supply and 

demand, it is important to consider accessibility and spatial constraints when 

making recommendations regarding new or increased access to AGP provision. 

Figure 4.1 overleaf shows the catchment area analysis for 3G AGP’s in Welwyn 

Hatfield, which can be used to assess the accessibility of full-size 3G AGP 

facilities across the Study Area. 

 Figure 4.1 shows the 20-minute (non-overlapping) catchment areas for the nine 

3G AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield Study Area. This illustrates that the majority of 

residents in the Study Area sit within a 20-minute drive time catchment of one of 

the nine 3G AGP’s, with only a small area in the south-east and south-west of the 

Study Area sitting within the catchment area of a facility outside of the Study Area 

(identified by grey hashed shading). 

 While this analysis illustrates that accessibility is good across the Study Area, it 

should be noted that there is a large area in the Southern Villages sub-areas that 

have to travel considerable distance to access artificial provision within Welwyn 

Hatfield.  
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Figure 4.1 – 3G AGP Catchment area analysis for Welwyn Hatfield 

 

MEETING THE CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR 3G AGP FACILITIES ACROSS 
WELWYN HATFIELD 

 To meet the shortfall for both current and future 3G AGP supply and demand, the 

likely solution will be a combination of new 3G AGP development, resurfacing 
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sand-based pitches and increasing the current level of usage at 3G AGP facilities 

across the study area. A key consideration when identifying potential 

development sites is meeting the current and future demands for Hockey to 

ensure that the current and future needs are being met, before identifying any 

sites for re-surfacing. 

 A key objective for the FA is to maximise the use of 3G pitches for competitive 

football match play. This will increase the quality of provision, reduce the number 

of cancellations and help to address future demand. Affordable pricing policy that 

includes match-based charges in line with grass pitches should be a 

consideration.  

 In addition, it is key that other sports clubs have suitable access to 3G AGP 

facilities, to ensure that participants can train and play on high quality facilities 

and to reduce the amount of match cancellations caused by waterlogging on 

grass pitches.  

 When selecting the sites that are appropriate for 3G AGP development, sites 

should have the following characteristics; 

• Be available for significant use by local community clubs 

• Have good access and ancillary facilities to service the pitch(es) 

• Be financially sustainable 

• Be able to be maximised for training and match play provision during peak 

time 

• Be well positioned to deliver wider football, rugby or lacrosse development 

programmes, including coach education and a recreational offer, using spare 

off-peak capacity to deliver this 

• Be able to explore shared projects across multiple sports, education usage 

and additional community usage, in order to ensure facilities are used 

throughout the peak and off-peak periods. 
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 AGP summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the AGP analysis, which will form the 

basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Table 4.5 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the 

Sport England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to 

summarise the findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only 

within the report but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities 

and further afield.  

 

Table 4.5 – Key PPS findings for football in Welwyn Hatfield 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of 
the current supply 
and demand for 
provision? 

The quality of AGP provision across the Study Area is standard and appears 
to have stayed at a consistent level over the past years, due to a lack of 
investment into increased artificial provision within Welwyn Hatfield. The 
level of demand has increased recently, due to the requirements of central 
venue leagues and the aspirations of clubs to utilise artificial rather than 
grass surfaces. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured community 
use provision to 
meet current 
demand 

The current supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible 
3G pitch provision shows there is a deficit across the Study Area, 
currently equating to 3 full sized facilities. 
 

Is the provision that 
is accessible of 
sufficient quality 
and appropriately 
maintained? 

While several clubs and sites have identified issues regarding cost and 
availability of AGP provision, the quality of facilities and the robustness of 
maintenance regimes is high. There are no AGPs within Welwyn Hatfield 
identified as Poor during site inspections, with the lowest scoring pitches in 
the borough located at Birchwood Leisure Centre and Hatfield Football 
Academy (both scoring in the lower end of the Standard rating). 
The highest scoring pitches are located at Hertfordshire Sports Village, 
which was also identified as an excellent quality site by its users as part of 
club consultations. 

What are the main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

There is expected to be a need for two further full sized 3G AGPs within 
Welwyn Hatfield, in addition to the current deficit of three AGPs. In line with 
the strategic objectives of the Football Foundation, FA, Sport England and 
the RFU, it is expected that the demand for 3G AGP provision will increase 
over the period of the local plan, as there is an ambition to improve the 
overall playing experience of participants by moving more grass-roots 
participation onto artificial surfaces.  
Through consultation undertaken as part of this study, the following sites 
have been identified as potential locations for the development 3G provision: 

- Birchwood Leisure Centre: discussions currently taking place on 
the potential development of a full sized 3G AGP to replace one of 
the grass pitches on site 

- Chancellor’s School: aspirations to establish AGP provision to act 
as a central community hub for sports in the area 

- King George V Playing Fields: installation of a full sized 3G AGP to 
be explored to address the high levels of demand at the site and 
the lack of training facilities identified by clubs in the area 

- Moneyhole Playing Fields: available space at the site to develop 
further provision and the installation of a 3G pitch is to be explored 
due to the high levels of demand at the site and the need for 
training facilities 

- Monks Walk School: to be considered for an additional 3G AGP 
due to existing provision currently reaching capacity and the 
growing demand from local clubs, particularly Welwyn Pegasus 

- Ridgeway Academy: full sized 3G pitch required due to the level of 
demand generated by Welwyn Garden City FC and the need for 
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Key Question Analysis 

training facilities in the area 
- Welwyn Playing Fields: current plans for a potential small sided 

AGP 
Onslow St Audrey School: planning permission put in for a 9v9 3G AGP 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured community 
use provision to 
meet future 
demand 

The future supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible 
pitch provision shows there is a significant total deficit for secured 
provision equivalents across all AGPs, equating to 5 full sized 3G 
AGPs (3 for meeting existing demand and 2 for future demand, as explained 
in previous sections of the report) 
The areas of specific concern are the Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield Sub 
Areas, where the largest team growth has been identified.  
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 Cricket analysis 

 Introduction and strategic context  

 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the England and 

Wales Cricket Board (ECB), an analysis of key recent strategies and 

documentation has been undertaken and summarised below.  

CRICKET UNLEASHED (2016) 

 The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2015. One of the core aims of the 

strategy is to create more players, great teams and inspired fans, guided by good 

governance and strong financial operations. The goal of Cricket unleashed is to 

make the game more accessible and inspire the next generation of players, 

coaches, officials and volunteers. 

 The ECB are looking to work with local authorities to develop fit-for-purpose 

facility and participation plans that will engage with local residents and ensure 

residents are provided with the right facilities to help them play the game. 

 It is key that this PPS recognises the opportunity made available by Cricket 

Unleashed and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work together 

and deliver against the key objectives of ‘more play’, ‘great teams’ and ‘inspired 

fans. It’s also vital that any facility development for cricket takes the objectives of 

the strategy into consideration, namely the growth of entry level cricket, women 

and girls’ cricket, T20 and engagement of previously hard-to-reach demographics 

groups. 

INSPIRING GENERATIONS (2019 - 2024) 

 The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2019, with the ambition being to 

inspire a generation to say that ‘cricket is a game for me’. 

 The ECB wants to encourage more young people to form a lifelong relationship 

with cricket from an early age, to be passionate about the game throughout their 

lives, and to pass this passion on for generations to come. 

 The ECB will deliver in cricket’s purpose and ambition through six priorities: 

• GROW AND NURTURE THE CORE: Ensure that there is a thriving county network 

at the heart of the domestic game 

• INSPIRE THROUGH ELITE TEAMS: Create and celebrate the heroes at the 

pinnacle of the elite game 

• MAKE CRICKET ACCESSIBLE: Give more people the opportunity to engage with 

cricket more often 

• ENGAGE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: Inspire a new generation of players 

and fans to develop a love for cricket 

• TRANSFORM WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ CRICKET: Drive cricket’s progress to 

becoming a truly gender-neutral sport 

• SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITIES: Use the purpose to connect communities and 

improve lives more broadly across society 

 It is key that this PPS recognises the opportunity made available by Inspiring 

Generations and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work together 
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and deliver against the priorities identified above. It’s also vital that any facility 

development for cricket takes the objectives of the strategy into consideration, 

namely the growth of entry level cricket, women and girls’ cricket, T20 and 

engagement of previously hard-to-reach demographics groups. 

 Development Priorities  

ALL STARS CRICKET (2017) 

 Launched in 2017, All Stars Cricket is an ECB initiative that provides children 

aged five to eight with an introduction to cricket, focusing on parental 

engagement in supporting the newly trained All Stars Cricket Activators, as well 

as having a special focus on establishing women’s softball and cricket events. 

 It is key that this PPS recognises the opportunity made available by Cricket 

Unleashed and All Stars Cricket and provides a framework that allows 

stakeholders to work together and deliver against the key objectives of ‘more 

play’, ‘great teams’ and ‘inspired fans.  

WOMEN AND GIRLS 

 In consultation with the ECB, it has been identified that the development of 

female cricket is likely to have an impact on supply and demand in the area. 

Women’s and girls’ cricket is a national priority and there is a target to establish 

two girls’ and one women’s team in every local authority over the next five years. 

 Softball cricket is an ECB initiative aimed at women and girls to increase 

participation in cricket as a sport. The aim of softball cricket sections are 

enjoyment and participation; without pads, a hardball, a heavy bat and limited 

rules. Sessions follow a festival format with each session running for a maximum 

of two and half hours, shorter than traditional formats. 

 Current trends and participation – Cricket 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights a slight decrease in cricket participation over the last two 

years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 

 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.7% of the population (aged 16+) 

participated in cricket at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 301,200 

people. The survey also indicates that 2.8% - or approximately 1,269,400 people 

– participating in the last year. 

 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 0.6%, or approximately 291,900 people, 

participated in the last 28 days and 2.6%, or approximately 1,182,600 people, 

participated in the last year. 

 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) 

indicates that 4.8% of children and young people in school years 1-11 

participated in cricket at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that 

this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that 

is likely to be captured by community cricket clubs. 
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CLUB CONSULTATION 

 As part of the PPS process we gathered data from clubs regarding any issues 

that they had at present along with what they believe to be the key issues within 

Welwyn Hatfield, in terms of cricket provision. Consultation was undertaken with 

100% (5 out of 5) of cricket clubs in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 General issues across the Study Area were identified as; 

• Pitch quality is generally adequate, however a need for increased 

maintenance was identified by local clubs. 

• There is a need for improved/additional non-turf practice nets and further 

equipment. 

• Major development plans for the ancillary facility at Welwyn Garden City CC 

to make it suitable for female and disabled cricketers. Consultation revealed 

that the scale of this work would be significant in order to meet ECB 

regulations. 

 

 Club and site-specific facility issues and priorities will be identified in the following 

sections. 

 Supply 

 Table 5.1 below presents a summary of the total number of cricket pitches and 

wickets in each of the four sub-areas, as well as Welwyn Hatfield as a whole. 

Welwyn Hatfield borough has a total of 15 cricket pitches and 124 grass wickets. 

Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis presents a detailed audit of all pitches 

across the Study Area including carrying capacity, supply and demand and 

quality. Figure 5.1 overleaf also shows the supply of cricket wickets across the 

Study Area, colour coded by type. 

Table 5.1 – Supply of cricket pitches in Welwyn Hatfield 

Local Authority sub-area Number of Pitches Grass wickets 
Artificial 
wickets 

Hatfield 1 10 0 

Northern Villages 2 10 1 

Southern Villages 6 52 1 

Welwyn Garden City 6 52 1 

All 15 124 3 

 Figure 5.1 illustrates that there is a concentration of supply in Southern Villages 

and Welwyn Garden City sub areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
   
  Doc Status: Draft 

Doc Ref: Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council PPS Needs Assessment 
 
 

 
Page 87 of 231 

 

 

 

Figure 5.1 – Cricket supply in Welwyn Hatfield 

 

TENURE AND MANAGEMENT 

 Table 45.2 illustrates that while the ownership of cricket sites is varied across the 

Study Area, the highest proportion of sites is owned by the Local Authority (31%), 

followed by Education and Charity/Trust sites (25% each). 
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 In addition, Table 5.2 illustrates that the management of cricket facilities is 

dominated by clubs (37.5%). This identifies a high level of autonomy and low 

reliance on the council for cricket facility maintenance and management.  

 

Table 5.2 – Cricket site ownership and management in Welwyn Hatfield 

Type of ownership Ownership Management 

Charity, Trust 4 0 

Education 4 4 

Local Authority 5 2 

Private 0 1 

Sport Club 0 6 

 Table 5.4 overleaf provides a breakdown of the cricket sites in Welwyn Hatfield, 

the majority of which have secured community use. 

 Further detail is provided in the Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. 

QUALITY ASSESMENT 

 Each site was visited and assessed by the 4global research team (in September 

2017) using a non-technical assessment framework provided by the ECB. The 

assessment considers the quality of playing surface, the quality of changing 

rooms and the score of the maintenance regime when compared to ECB 

recommendations. In addition to the site visits, the club consultation was used to 

validate the quality ratings. Each site is rated as GOOD (≥80%), STANDARD 

(between 50% and 80%) or POOR (<50%). 

 Table 5.3 summarizes the quality assessment results. Full details of the 

subsequent carrying capacity allocations of each site by pitch type can be found 

in Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. Given the ratings, the overall 

standard of pitches across Welwyn Hatfield is 82% (Good), with all factors within 

this falling within the standard score. 

Table 5.3 – Summary of cricket pitch scoring in Welwyn Hatfield by sub-area 

Sub Area Outfield 
Artificial 
Wickets 

Grass 
Wickets 

Changing 
/Pavilion 

Non-Turf 
Practice 

Overall 
Score 

Hatfield 87% - 83% 64% 25% 57% 

Northern Villages 83% 71% 100% 60% - 77% 

Southern Villages 88% 69% 100% 96% 92% 89% 

Welwyn Garden City 79% 37% 100% 90% 75% 81% 

Average Score 84% 63% 98% 87% 64% 82% 

 Table 5.3 illustrates that the Southern Villages is the stand out area in Welwyn 

Hatfield, with regard to high quality of provision, scoring 89% average score.  

 In contrast, cricket provision in the Hatfield sub-area scored lower for site quality, 

with changing pavilions and practice nets being identified as a particular issue. It 

should be noted, however, that these ratings are for Roe Hill, the only one cricket 

site within this sub-area. 
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Table 5.4 – Cricket site breakdown in Welwyn Hatfield 

Playing Pitch Sites Sub-area 
Community Use 

on Site 
Secured 

Community Use 
Ownership Squares 

Senior 
Wickets 
(grass) 

Wickets 
(Artificial) 

Quality of provision 

CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
Southern 
Villages 

Available Unsecured Education 1 0 1 67.69%- Standard 

ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
Southern 
Villages 

Available Secured Charity, Trust 1 8 0 85.83% - Good 

HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  
CRICKET CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Available Secured Charity, Trust 1 10 0 92.94% - Good 

HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET 
CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Available Secured Local Authority 2 22 0 
88.24% - Good 

88.24% - Good 

KING GEORGE V PLAYING 
FIELDS 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Available Secured Local Authority 1 8 0 66.67% - Standard 

NORTH MYMMS CRICKET 
CLUB 

Southern 
Villages 

Available Secured Local Authority 1 10 0 95.83% - Good 

OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
Southern 
Villages 

Available Secured Charity, Trust 2 28 0 
95.29% - Good 

95.29% - Good 

ROE HILL Hatfield Available Secured Local Authority 1 10 0 56.55% - Poor 

ROYAL VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

Southern 
Villages 

Not Available Unsecured Education 1 6 0 97.65% - Good 

SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
Northern 
villages 

Not Available Secured Education 1 0 1 75.38% - Standard 

STANBOROUGH SCHOOL 
GRASS PITCHES 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Available Unsecured Education 1 0 1 46.15% - Poor 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY 
BOWLS CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Available Secured Charity, Trust 1 12 0 88.28% - Good 

WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
Northern 
villages 

Available Secured Local Authority 1 10 0 80.00% - Good 
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 Current demand 

CLUB AND TEAM PROFILE  

 To understand how cricket is played across Welwyn Hatfield and the trends for 

demand across the game, this section assesses consultation responses from all 

clubs in the Study Area that responded to requests to take part in the study. 5 

clubs were consulted with (100% of clubs in the area). 

 Through the demand consultations with clubs, 5 clubs have been identified as 

playing in Welwyn Hatfield. This totals to 44 teams, with the majority of teams 

being in the junior ages. 

Table 5.5 – Cricket club profiles for Welwyn Hatfield clubs.  

Club Sub-area (home ground location) 
No. of competitive teams 

Total 
Senior men Snr women Jnr 

Essendon CC Southern Villages 2 0 0 2 

Hatfield & Crusaders CC Welwyn Garden City 5 0 0 5 

Hatfield Hyde CC Welwyn Garden City 3 0 6 9 

North Mymms CC Southern Villages 3 0 4 7 

Welwyn Garden City CC Welwyn Garden City 5 0 16 21 

Total  18 0 26 44 

 To illustrate how the demand for cricket is spread geographically, Table 5.6 

indicates how the teams are split by sub-area.  

Table 5.6 – Cricket demand by sub-area 

Sub-area (home ground location) 
No. of competitive teams 

Total 
Senior men Senior women Juniors 

Hatfield 0 0 0 0 

Northern Villages 0 0 0 0 

Southern Villages 5 0 4 9 

Welwyn Garden City 13 0 22 35 

 Table 5.6 shows that the majority of cricket is played in the Welwyn Garden City 

Sub Area, with no demand present in the entire Hatfield and Northern Villages 

sub areas.   

 To further understand the demand for cricket in Welwyn Hatfield, detailed 

consultations have been undertaken with all five clubs within the area. The 

detailed account of these consultations is provided in Technical Appendix B – 

Cricket Analysis, with key strategic priorities referenced in the site-by-site 

assessment later in this section. 

CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR INDOOR CRICKET 

 Consultations undertaken as part of the PPS project have identified that a key 

priority for clubs and the ECB is the continuation of indoor cricket in Welwyn 

Hatfield. 

 There are indoor cricket facilities available at the Hertfordshire Sports Village, the 

cricket hall is built to ECB standards and provides cricket lane nets that are 

suitable for year-round practice. Stanborough School also provides indoor 

facilities (a sports hall with nets), however these are not cricket-specific. 
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 Consultation with the ECB revealed that there are no indoor cricket competitions 

in the area, however the facilities at Hertfordshire Sports Village are at capacity 

during peak times of demand and there may be a need for additional cricket-

specific facilities in order to accommodate any growth in demand in the Welwyn 

Hatfield area. 

 Future demand 

DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 

 In order to understand the future demand for cricket in the Study Area, a Team 

Generation Rate (definition provided in glossary) has been calculated using the 

current number of teams and the current population. This measure allows us to 

calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause 

enough demand for a cricket team.  

 This TGR can now be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to 

confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams in 

each of the key age groups.  

 Table 5.7 and 5.8 overleaf illustrates that the greatest projected growth in cricket 

demand is projected to be junior boys, followed by men’s (open age) cricket. As 

limited formal demand was recorded for female cricket across the Study Area, 

the TGR calculation is unable to project the likely growth in demand for these age 

groups. 

 Following consultation with the ECB, and in line with the NGB’s national strategy, 

this does not represent a realistic future picture of female cricket. The ECB and 

County Cricket Boards are making a conscious effort to increase female 

participation across the country, especially following England’s 2017 Women’s 

Cricket World Cup win.  

 As a result, 3 new female teams have been added to the ‘projected increase 

column’ and subsequent table, which aligns with the ECB overall strategic 

objective of having two new junior female teams and one new adult female team 

per local authority. It should be noted that this does not allow for the latent 

demand that has been captured in the following section. 
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Table 5.7: Impact of population projections on the need for cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield (Team Generation Rates) 

Sport and Age Groups 
No. of teams in age 

group within the area 

Current popn in 
age group within 

the area 

Future popn. in age 
group within the area 

Current 
TGR 

Popn Change in 
Age Group 

Change in Team 
Numbers in Age 

Group 

Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 18 32872 36223 1826 3351 1.8 

Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 0 33077 34814 N/A 1736 1 

Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 16 8225 10254 514 2028 3.9 

Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 0 8021 9790 N/A 1769 2 

 Utilising the current demand for cricket in each of the sub areas and how each of the sub-areas is projected to grow over the lifetime of the local plan 

period (2032), an estimation of how the growth of demand is likely to be allocated across the six sub areas is summarised in the table below.  

Table 5.8 – Projected increase in cricket demand in Welwyn Hatfield by Sub-area 

DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 

 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent 

demand into actual demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing cricket. The table below identifies all clubs, grouped by sub-area, that 

identified latent demand (not currently active), which they are aiming to convert into affiliated cricket demand within the next 3 - 5 years. This provides an 

estimation of the number of new teams that will be required in Welwyn Hatfield in addition to the teams generated by population growth. 

 Table 5.9 illustrates the significant projected growth that clubs are expecting over the next 3 – 5 years.  

Table 5.9: Latent demand for cricket by sub-area 

Club Sub Area 
Senior Cricket Junior Cricket 

Men Women Boys Girls 

Hatfield & Crusaders Welwyn Garden City 0 0 1 0 

Hatfield Hyde CC Welwyn Garden City 1 0 0 0 

Welwyn Garden City CC Welwyn Garden City 0 0 1 0 

  Hatfield 
Northern 
Villages 

Southern Villages 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Total 

Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 0 0 0.8 1 1.8 

Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 0 0 0 0 1 

Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 0 0 1 2.9 3.9 

Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 0 0 0 0 2 
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 It is important to note that this projected growth should be treated with an 

element of caution, as the source of information is club consultations. In some 

instances, clubs may not have considered the governance and infrastructure 

requirements, associated with ongoing club growth. As a result, there may be 

instances where actual growth does not meet the projections identified during 

consultation. 

CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR INDOOR CRICKET 

 Consultations undertaken as part of the PPS project have identified that one of 

the key priorities for clubs and the ECB is the continuation of indoor cricket in 

Welwyn Hatfield. 

 While indoor facilities do not sit within the scope of this PPS, it is important that 

development priorities are referenced, as they have an impact on the wider game 

of cricket, including the level of participation from adults and juniors.  

 Club feedback has indicated that there is some indoor cricket provision at 

schools in Welwyn Hatfield, however it was stated that University facilities are 

unaffordable for clubs. It was also highlighted that although the quality of indoor 

facilities is adequate, there is room for improvement – particularly in the flooring, 

as if this is not amenable for cricket, clubs will not use them.  

 Supply and demand balance 

 This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for cricket 

provision (both for current and future analysis) for the study, split by sub-area. 

 The pitch balance figures i.e. the relationship between supply and demand, have 

been calculated using the capacity and pitch quality ratings, with further detail 

provided in Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis.  

 Table 5.10 provides a supply and demand analysis for all cricket sites across the 

study area. To provide a greater understanding of how this spare capacity or 

deficit is dispersed around the study area, tables 5.11 to 5.15 show the total 

capacity analysis for cricket in each of the four sub-areas. For each table, future 

demand analysis has been carried out, to show the impact of pitch ownership 

and security across the sub-area.  

 Overall, in terms of Welwyn Hatfield as a Study Area, there is currently a spare 

capacity of 187 matches per season, when all available and secured sites are 

taken into consideration.  

SPARE CAPACITY AND OVERPLAY 

 Overplay occurs when a cricket square is played on a greater amount than is 

recommended by the pitch’s carrying capacity. If a square has 8 individual 

wickets, then this provides an overall carrying capacity of 40 matches per season 

for that square. If, however, demand consultation indicates that there are 50 

matches being played on that square over the course of a season, then that 

square (pitch) can be said to be overplayed. 

 There are a number of reasons for a pitch being overplayed, such as lack of 

alternative provision, poor site management, or a discrepancy in pitch rates, 

making some more affordable than others.  
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 Spare capacity is the opposite of overplay and occurs when demand at a site is 

less than the theoretical carrying capacity over a season.  

 It is important that any overplay of pitches is considered as part of the overall 

supply and demand analysis, therefore Table 5.10 below identifies overplay or 

spare capacity at all sites. 
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Table 5.10 – Site balance analysis for cricket in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name 
No of Cricket 

Squares 
No of 

wickets 
No of Non-Turf 

wickets 

Games Per Season 
Capacity NTP 

Overplay or spare capacity 
(match equivalents)  Adult Junior Capacity Grass 

ESSENDON PLAYING 
FIELDS 

1 8 0 20 0 40 0 20 

HATFIELD  AND 
CRUSADERS 
CRICKET CLUB 

1 8 0 50 0 50 0 0 

HATFIELD HYDE 
CRICKET CLUB 

2 12 0 25 53 110 0 32 

NORTH MYMMS 
CRICKET CLUB 

1 10 0 30 20 50 0 0 

ROE HILL 1 10 0 20 0 50 0 30 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

1 0 1 5 10 0 60 45 

WEWLWYN GARDEN 
CITY BOWLS CLUB 

1 12 0 40 30 60 0 -10 

WELWYN PLAYING 
FIELDS 

1 10 0 20 30 50 0 0 

WEWLWYN GARDEN 
CITY BOWLS CLUB 

1 8 0 20 0 40 0 20 

 Table 5.10 shows the sites across the Study Area where overplay has been found. This is a particular issue for Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club, which is 

currently suffering from 10 match equivalents of overplay. Hatfield and Crusaders Cricket Club, North Mymms Cricket Club and Welwyn Playing Fields are 

currently operating at capacity and are at risk of incurring in overplay in the near future. 

 This level of overplay typically leads to clubs either using facilities more intensively than is sustainable or using unsecured nearby facilities for short term 

usage on an ad hoc basis, to ensure that facilities can be run efficiently and effectively. It is therefore important that future facility planning allows clubs to 

utilise an adequate quantity of provision to ensure that existing facilities are not subject to overplay.  
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TOTAL STUDY AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

 Table 5.11 provides the supply and demand analysis for all cricket provision in 

Welwyn Hatfield. The analysis includes 6 separate analysis, which are repeated 

for each of the sub-areas in the following sections. These analyses include 

different levels of supply and demand, to test the impact of potential changes 

over the lifetime of the local plan period (2032). For example, analyses 1 and 4 

only take into consideration sites that are secured for community use in 2017 and 

2032 respectively. 

 For each of the supply and demand assessments, the key findings from the 

analysis are included as bullet points below the tables. 

 It should be noted that for the future analysis, ECB guidance suggests that adult 

teams will play 10 home matches per season and junior teams 8 home matches 

per season. These figures have therefore been utilised to calculate the future 

demand for pitch provision. 

 Please note that inclusion of a non-turf wicket for the management of fixtures 

would alleviate overplay issues, however this would be subject to league rules 

and minimum pitch specifications (the minimum overall ground size is 115m 

(width) which can accommodate a nine-strip square. Where possible the addition 

of a non-turf wicket could be considered for junior cricket (up to U15s) and 

potentially lower league cricket which will take the burden off remaining wickets 

due to intensification of use. This option should be considered on a site by site 

basis. 
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Table 5.11: Overall cricket supply and demand for Welwyn Hatfield 

Analysis Notes 
Capacity – 

grass 
wickets 

Capacity – 
non-turf 
wickets  

Community use demand 
(matches + training) 

Balance Commentary (all figures 
quoted per season) 

Adult Junior Total 

Current Analysis (2018) 

1. All available sites; 
grass wickets only 

Includes all cricket sites that are 
confirmed as being available for 
community use (5 matches per grass 
wicket per season) 

590 180 210 143 237 
237 match equivalents of 
spare capacity for grass 
wickets 

2. All secured sites; 
grass wickets only 

Includes all cricket sites that are 
available and secured for community 
use using 5 matches per grass wicket 
per season 

590 0 210 143 237 
237 match equivalents of 
spare capacity for grass 
wickets 

3. All secured site; 
grass and non-turf 
wickets 

As above, but including non-turf wickets, 
with an assumed capacity of 60 matches 
per season 

590 0 125 143 237 
237 match equivalents of 
spare capacity for grass 
wickets 

Future Analysis (2033) 

4. All available sites; 
grass wickets- FUTURE  

As per analysis 1, but including the 
projected growth in demand as per TGR 
and latent demand analysis 

590 180 250 207 133 
133 match equivalents of 
spare capacity for grass 
wicket facilities 

5. All secured sites; 
grass wickets - 
FUTURE 

As per analysis 1, but including the 
projected growth in demand as per TGR 
and latent demand analysis 

590 0 250 207 133 
133 match equivalents of 
spare capacity for grass 
wicket facilities 

6. All secured sites; 
grass and non-turf 
wickets - FUTURE  

As per analysis 1, but including the 
projected growth in demand as per TGR 
and latent demand analysis 

590 0 250 207 133 
133 match equivalents of 
spare capacity for grass 
wicket facilities 

 

• All available grass pitch provision across Welwyn Hatfield is secured for community use, therefore analysis 1 and 2 show a significant spare capacity of 

237 matches per season for grass cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield 

• Incorporating non-turf pitch provision into the current supply and demand analysis does not generate additional spare capacity, given the lack of non-

turf pitch provision at sites that have secured community use.   

• The future projections (incorporating projected future demand and assuming supply stays consistent) for all three analysis show a slightly higher level 

of demand (40 additional adult matches and 65 additional junior matches per season) across the study area, however there is still a significant amount 

of spare capacity across Welwyn Hatfield. 
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HATFIELD SUB-AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 

Table 5.12: Cricket supply and demand for Hatfield Sub-Area 

Hatfield - all figures in match per season 

Analysis Notes 
Capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Capacity – 
non-turf 
pitches 

Community use demand (matches + 
training in match equivalent sessions) 

Supply & 
demand 
balance 

Adult Junior Total 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All secured sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as 
being available and secured for community use 

50 - 20 0 30 

2. All available sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being 
available for community use 

50 - 20 0 30 

3. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf pitches 

As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed 
capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

50 0 20 0 30 

Future Analysis (2035) 

4. All secured sites; grass 
wickets- FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

50 - 20 0 30 

5. All available sites; grass 
wickets - FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

50 - 20 0 30 

6. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf wickets - FUTURE 
analysis 

As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

50 0 20 0 30 

• Roe Hill is the only cricket site within the Hatfield sub-area and it has been identified as secured for long-term community use, therefore both analysis 1 

and 2 show spare capacity of 30 matches per season.  

• There is also no non-turf pitch provision located in the sub-area, therefore analysis 3 does not show any improvement in the supply and demand 

analysis 

• No changes in demand are forecasted through population change in the area, and as a consequence the supply and demand analysis is likely to 

remain consistent by the end of the strategy.  
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NORTHERN VILLAGES SUB-AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 

Table 5.13: Cricket supply and demand for Northern Villages sub-area 

Northern Villages - all figures in match per season 

Analysis Notes 
Capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Capacity – 
non-turf 
pitches 

Community use demand (matches + 
training in match equivalent sessions) 

Supply & 
demand 
balance 

Adult Junior Total 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All secured sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as 
being available and secured for community use 

50 - 20 30 0 

2. All available sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being 
available for community use 

50 - 20 30 0 

3. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf pitches 

As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed 
capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

50 0 20 30 0 

Future Analysis (2035) 

4. All secured sites; grass 
wickets- FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

50 - 20 30 0 

5. All available sites; grass 
wickets - FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

50 - 20 30 0 

6. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf wickets - FUTURE 
analysis 

As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

50 0 20 30 0 

• There is only one cricket site in the Northern Villages sub-area (Welwyn Playing Fields), which is available to the community, secured for long term use 

and only has grass cricket provision. The site is currently operating at capacity and all current analysis reflect this. 

• As no additional demand is expected in this sub-area by 2032, future analysis replicates the same scenario.  

• In order to allow local clubs to grow further, the possibility of displacing some junior demand to the artificial pitch at Sherrardswood School – currently 

unavailable for community use – could be explored. 
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SOUTHERN VILLAGES SUB-ARAE SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 

Table 5.14: Cricket supply and demand for Southern Villages sub-area 

Southern Villages - all figures in match per season 

Analysis Notes 
Capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Capacity – 
non-turf 
pitches 

Community use demand (matches + 
training in match equivalent sessions) 

Supply & 
demand 
balance 

Adult Junior Total 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All secured sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as 
being available and secured for community use 

230 - 50 20 160 

2. All available sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being 
available for community use 

230 - 50 20 160 

3. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf pitches 

As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed 
capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

230 60 50 20 220 

Future Analysis (2035) 

4. All secured sites; grass 
wickets- FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

230 - 65 36 129 

5. All available sites; grass 
wickets - FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

230 - 65 36 129 

6. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf wickets - FUTURE 
analysis 

As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

230 60 65 36 189 

• There is a large amount of spare capacity (160 matches per season) for secured grass provision within the Southern Villages sub-area. This is due to 

all sites that are available to the community within this sub being secured for long term use, as well as the high amount of provision.  

• When including the artificial provision at Chancellor’s school into the analysis, the spare capacity across the sub-area is increased to 220 matches per 

season.  

• The future projections illustrate the level of capacity (assuming that supply stays consistent) is more than sufficient to accommodate the additional 

demand forecasted for adult and junior cricket in the Southern Villages sub-area.   
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WELWYN GARDEN CITY SUB-AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 

Table 5.15: Cricket supply and demand for Welwyn Garden City sub-area 

Welwyn Garden City - all figures in match per season 

Analysis Notes 
Capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Capacity – 
non-turf 
pitches 

Community use demand (matches + 
training in match equivalent sessions) 

Supply & 
demand 
balance 

Adult Junior Total 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All secured sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as 
being available and secured for community use 

260 - 120 93 47 

2. All available sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being 
available for community use 

260  120 93 47 

3. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf pitches 

As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed 
capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

260 120 120 93 167 

Future Analysis (2035) 

4. All secured sites; grass 
wickets- FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

260 - 145 141 -26 

5. All available sites; grass 
wickets - FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

260 - 145 141 -26 

6. All available sites; grass 
and non-turf wickets - FUTURE 
analysis 

As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

260 120 145 141 94 

• Welwyn Garden City sub-area concentrates the highest amount of supply and demand across Welwyn Hatfield. All sites that are available for 

community use within this sub-area are secured for long term use. 

• Current analysis show that there is sufficient capacity within the sub-area to meet the existing level of demand. The spare capacity of 47 matches per 

season of for grass wickets is further improved to 167 when including artificial provision in the analysis. 

• The future projections (incorporating projected future demand and assuming supply stays consistent) show that Welwyn Garden City sub-area is likely 

to be operating over capacity for grass wickets by 2032. Including artificial provision to accommodate junior demand, would allow for an additional 

capacity of 94 matches per season.  
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PEAK TIME SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 

 In line with the 2013 Sport England PPS guidance, this study has considered the 

total supply and demand for facilities, measured in match equivalent sessions per 

season for cricket.  

 While this is a valuable measure of whether or not pitches are at capacity, 

underplayed or overplayed, the patterns of demand should also be considered 

when assessing whether there are sufficient facilities across Welwyn Hatfield.    

 With this in mind, this section undertakes a peak time capacity analysis, to 

assess whether there are sufficient facilities during the periods that the greatest 

proportion of the population like to play cricket.  

 This will indicate whether there are enough pitches to satisfy the demand where 

a large amount of cricket is played at the same time (e.g. are there enough grass 

cricket squares so that all adult teams can to play on Saturday afternoons?) 

 The following assumptions on peak times have been developed, based on 

standard practice for competitive grass roots cricket 

• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 

• Youth cricket peak demand is split between Saturday and Sunday AM 

 A full methodology for calculating peak time capacity can be found in Technical 

Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. 

 Table 5.18 provides an analysis of all sites across Welwyn Hatfield where formal 

cricket demand has been identified. For all relevant sites, it has been identified 

whether there is spare capacity during the peak period (highlighted by ‘Spare 

Capacity at peak times’).  It should be noted that where sites are at an overall 

deficit of capacity (highlighted by ‘There is no spare capacity in the peak period’ 

red), it is assumed that there is not spare capacity during the peak period. It has 

also been assumed that all sites that are currently available for community use 

but have no formal demand identified, there will be spare capacity at the peak 

period. Conversely, all sites that are not available for community use are 

assumed to have no spare capacity at the period of peak demand. 

 Table 5.18 illustrates that there is some spare capacity for available cricket sites 

in the peak period. This will be considered alongside the total supply and 

demand analysis when providing recommendations on future cricket facility 

provision across Welwyn Hatfield 
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Table 5.18: Adult Peak time supply and demand analysis – Cricket grass squares 

Site Sub-area Squares 
Demand 
(teams) 

Peak time 
demand (ME’s) 

Peak time 
capacity 

Balance Commentary 

CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL Southern Villages 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent 
of spare capacity 

ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS Southern Villages 1 2 1 1 0 No spare capacity 

HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB Welwyn Garden City 1 5 2.5 1 -1.5 No spare capacity 

HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB Welwyn Garden City 2 4 2 2 0 No spare capacity 

KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS Welwyn Garden City 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent 
of spare capacity 

NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB Southern Villages 1 3 1.5 1 -0.5 No spare capacity 

OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB Southern Villages 2 0 0 2 2 
2 match equivalents 

of spare capacity 

ROE HILL Hatfield 1 2 1 1 0 No spare capacity 

ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE Southern Villages 1 0 0 1 1 
Not available/No 
spare capacity 

SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL Northern villages 1 0 0 1 1 
Not available/No 
spare capacity 

STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES Welwyn Garden City 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent 
of spare capacity 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB Welwyn Garden City 1 4 2 1 -1 No spare capacity 

WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS Northern villages 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent 
of spare capacity 
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Table 5.19: Junior Peak time supply and demand analysis – Cricket grass squares 

Site Sub-area Squares 
Demand 
(teams) 

Peak time 
demand (ME’s) 

Peak time 
capacity 

Balance Commentary 

CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL Southern Villages 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent of 

spare capacity 

ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS Southern Villages 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent of 

spare capacity 

HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET 
CLUB 

Welwyn Garden City 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent of 

spare capacity 

HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB Welwyn Garden City 2 8 4 2 -2 No spare capacity 

KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS Welwyn Garden City 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent of 

spare capacity 

NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB Southern Villages 1 4 2 1 -1 No spare capacity 

OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB Southern Villages 2 0 0 2 2 
2 match equivalents 

of spare capacity 

ROE HILL Hatfield 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent of 

spare capacity 

ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE Southern Villages 1 0 0 1 1 
Not available/No 
spare capacity 

SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL Northern villages 1 0 0 1 1 
Not available/No 
spare capacity 

STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES Welwyn Garden City 1 0 0 1 1 
1 match equivalent of 

spare capacity 

WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB Welwyn Garden City 1 6 3 1 -2 No spare capacity 

WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS Northern villages 1 6 3 1 -2 No spare capacity 
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 Site by site summary – sites for protection, enhancement and provision 

 To ensure that the PPS meets the requirements of the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan and can be seen as a robust evidence base, the site-by-site 

assessment below includes all cricket site that have been included within the study. The site-by-site assessment provides a justification of how each of 

these sites should be protected, enhanced or further provided for, in line with the 2012 National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 73 and 743. 

Additionally, this table serves to summarise the key parts of the PPS assessment that have been identified so far within this sport specific section.   

Table 5.20: Site by site summary for cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield 
 

Site Squares Availability 
Security of 

use 
Ownership 

Total Capacity 
Analysis (grass 

wickets) 

Peak 
period 

capacity 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) 
or Provision (PV) 

CHANCELLOR'S 
SCHOOL 

1 Available Unsecured Education 
No grass provision 

on site 

Adult: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

 
Junior: 1 

match 
equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The square is on an education site and is 
of a standard quality. The school have priority on 
usage during school hours however the site is 
available for community use out of hours. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

ESSENDON 
PLAYING FIELDS 1 Available Secured Charity, Trust 

This site is 
currently under 

capacity for grass 
wickets  

20 match spare 
capacity per season 

Adult: no 
spare 

capacity 
 

Junior: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The square is of a good standard and is 
the home ground of Essendon CC, which currently 
has 2 senior teams 

E 

The square and grass wickets are in good condition 
and well maintained, however there is some evidence 
of informal use and dog fouling/rubbish. Additional 
waste bins and improved signage are recommended. 

PV 

There is a disused net facility to the North of the site 
and it is recommended to reinstate this facility to 
address the lack of suitable training facilities raised by 
local clubs in consultation. 

HATFIELD AND 
CRUSADERS  

1 Available Secured Charity, Trust 
This site is 
currently at 

Adult: no 
spare 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. The good quality square on site is home to 

 
 
3 Further information on NPPF provided in Section 2 – Strategic Context 
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Site Squares Availability 
Security of 

use 
Ownership 

Total Capacity 
Analysis (grass 

wickets) 

Peak 
period 

capacity 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) 
or Provision (PV) 

CRICKET CLUB capacity for grass 
wickets  

capacity 
 

Junior: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

Hatfield and Crusaders CC, who have a total of of 5 
adult teams playing from here.  

E 

The site has recently suffered some anti-social 
behaviour and vandalism incidents that have caused 
damage to the facility. Increased security is requited 
at the site.  

PV 

The Hatfield House site, which is located across the 
road, has current plans to install 2 cricket pitches, and 
the Club revealed during consultation that they would 
like to move to this site one completed. It is 
recommended to work with the club and support them 
with their plans to move to the new site, which would 
address the issue of capacity at the current ground. 

HATFIELD HYDE 
CRICKET CLUB 2 Available Secured Local Authority 

This site is 
currently under 

capacity for grass 
wickets 

32 matches spare 
capacity per season 

Adult: no 
spare 

capacity 
 

Junior: no 
spare 

capacity 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is home to Hatfield Hyde CC, one of the 
largest clubs in the area, with 3 adult and 6 junior 
teams playing from the site, and it also 
accommodates some demand from Welwyn Garden 
City CC. 

E 

The site is of public access and suffer from some 
unofficial use, damage to the surface and some 
vandalism. It is recommended to increase security of 
the site and possibly install pitch perimeter barriers. 
Site users have also identified an issue of general 
unevenness of the pitch, which could be improved by 
the implementation of a more robust maintenance 
regime.  

PV 

The cricket club have stated that in order to continue 
growing, additional training facilities are required. It is 
recommended to support the club in their aspirations 
to install a two-lane non-turf practice net.  

KING GEORGE V 
PLAYING FIELDS 

1 Available Secured Local Authority 

This site is 
currently under 

capacity for grass 
wickets 

No recorded 
demand 

Adult: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

 
Junior: 1 

match 

PR 

The site is available for community use and not 
currently used for formal cricket, however the analysis 
shows that capacity for cricket in the Welwyn Garden 
City sub-area is likely to be reached in coming years, 
and therefore the site should be protected as cricket 
provision in the Local Plan. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 
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Site Squares Availability 
Security of 

use 
Ownership 

Total Capacity 
Analysis (grass 

wickets) 

Peak 
period 

capacity 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) 
or Provision (PV) 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PV 
No further provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

1 Available Secured Education 

This site is 
currently over 

capacity for grass 
wickets (no grass 
provision on site) 

15 match 
equivalents of 

overplay per season 

Adult: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

 
Junior: no 

spare 
capacity 

PR 
The site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. There is an artificial pitch on site that is 
used by Welwyn Garden City CC when required. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

NORTH MYMMS 
CRICKET CLUB 

1 Available Secured Local Authority 

This site is 
currently at 

capacity for grass 
wickets  

Adult: no 
spare 

capacity 
 

Junior: no 
spare 

capacity 

PR 
This site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is home to North Mymms CC, who have 
3 adult and 4 junior teams. 

E 

The site is very well maintained and the club has 
recently invested on renovations to the training 
facilities and the ancillary. Users of the site have 
stated to be pleased with its quality, and the only 
issue identified is the lack of available water to use for 
maintenance of the square. It is recommended to 
support the club as they are currently seeking funding 
for a water container or an alternative solution to this 
problem 

PV 

The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets, 
the installation of an NTP to accommodate some 
junior demand and allow some rest on the grass 
wickets should be explored.  

OLD OWENS 
SPORTS CLUB 

2 Available Secured Charity, Trust 

This site is 
currently under 

capacity for grass 
wickets 

110 matches spare 
capacity per season 

Adult: 2 
match 

equivalents 
of spare 
capacity 

 
Junior: 2 

match 

PR 
The site is home to Old Owens CC and should be 
protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 

It is recommended provide the club support to obtain 
funding to reinstate their two-lane practice net, which 
is currently disused due to lack of maintenance. This 
would help to address the lack of training facilities that 
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Site Squares Availability 
Security of 

use 
Ownership 

Total Capacity 
Analysis (grass 

wickets) 

Peak 
period 

capacity 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) 
or Provision (PV) 

equivalents 
of spare 
capacity 

has been identified by local clubs as part of the 
consultation process. 

ROE HILL 1 Available Secured Local Authority 

This site is 
currently under 

capacity for grass 
wickets 

30 matches spare 
capacity per season 

Adult: no 
spare 

capacity 
 

Junior: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It is used as a second ground by Hatfield 
& Crusaders CC, who accommodate some adult 
demand at the site. 

E 

The cricket outfield and pitch are in good condition, 
however the ancillary on site is in need of upgrading 
(to accommodate the level of demand at this multi-
sport site) and the two-lane practice nets were 
identified as extremely poor and need replacing. 

PV 
No further provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

ROYAL 
VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

1 Not Available Unsecured Education 
Not available for 
community use 

N/A 

PR 
The site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan It is not available to the community, 
however it is utilised by the college students. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

SHERRARDSWO
OD SCHOOL 

1 Not Available Secured Education 
Not available for 
community use 

N/A 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan It is not available to the community, 
however it used by pupils of the school for PE and 
other physical activity. 

E 
No further enhancement has been identified as part of 
this study. 

PV 
No further provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 

STANBOROUGH 
SCHOOL GRASS 
PITCHES 

1 Available Unsecured Education 
No grass provision 

on site 

Adult: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

 
Junior: 1 

match 
equivalent 
of spare 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan It is not available to the community, 
however it used by pupils of the school for PE and 
other physical activity. 

E 
The artificial pitch on site is worn down and in need of 
refurbishment. No further enhancements were 
identified as part of this study. 

PV 
No further provision has been identified as part of this 
study. 
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Site Squares Availability 
Security of 

use 
Ownership 

Total Capacity 
Analysis (grass 

wickets) 

Peak 
period 

capacity 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) 
or Provision (PV) 

capacity 

WELWYN 
GARDEN CITY 
BOWLS CLUB 

1 Available Secured Charity, Trust 

This site is 
currently over 

capacity for grass 
wickets 
10 match 

equivalents of 
overplay per season 

Adult: no 
of spare 
capacity 

 
Junior: no 

spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It has a good quality square and serves as 
the main ground of Welwyn Garden City CC, the 
largest club in the area with a total of 21 teams. 

E 

The site inspection and club consultation revealed that 
the cricket pitch on site is of good quality. The practice 
nets, however, were deemed old and in need of 
relaying. 
The club have expressed their intentions to upgrade 
the changing facility to make it suitable for female and 
disabled cricketers, however the scale of this work 
was deemed significant in order to meet ECB 
regulations. Further feasibility work is required.  

PV 

The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets 
and has no spare capacity in the peak period. It is 
recommended to undertake feasibility work to explore 
the option of installing additional wickets to the 
existing square. 
Alternatively, it is recommended that the club displace 
some further junior demand to nearby sites in order to 
allow some rest on grass wickets and address the 
current issue of overplay. 

WELWYN 
PLAYING FIELDS 

1 Available Secured Local Authority 

This site is 
currently at 

capacity for grass 
wickets 

Adult: 1 
match 

equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

 
Junior: no 

spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the 
Local Plan. It has grass and artificial wicket provision 
and is used by adult and junior teams from Welwyn 
Garden City CC. 

E 

No major issues identified on site as part of the study. 
The grass wickets are of good quality, however there 
is some evidence of flooding to the north of the site 
and some drainage works are required. T 
he artificial strip and ancillary facility scored in the 
lower end of the Standard rating and may need 
investment in coming years. 
The club have also expressed their aspirations to 
establish a score board on site, it is recommended to 
support the club and provide information on funding 
opportunities 
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Site Squares Availability 
Security of 

use 
Ownership 

Total Capacity 
Analysis (grass 

wickets) 

Peak 
period 

capacity 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) 
or Provision (PV) 

PV 

The site is currently at capacity for grass wickets, 
however this could be addressed by accommodating 
junior demand on the artificial pitch. No further 
provision requirements have been identified as part of 
this study. 
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 Cricket summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the cricket analysis, which will form 

the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 

 When considering future developments, it is important to consider Ball Strike. 

Where there is either new Cricket provision being put in place or more commonly 

development which may prejudice the use of the sporting facility there would be a 

requirement for a full ball strike risk assessment to be undertaken and 

appropriate mitigation put in place as part of the development. As such the ECB 

recommends that the clubs / organisations seeks to have a ball strike risk 

assessment undertaken. Further information can be provided by the ECB. 

 Table 5.21 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the 

Sport England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to 

summarise the findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only 

within the report but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities 

and further afield.  

Table 5.21 – Key PPS findings for cricket in Welwyn Hatfield 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the current 
supply and 
demand for 
provision? 

The quality of cricket provision across the study area is good with provision in the Southern 
Villages and Welwyn Garden City sub-areas scoring highly on assessment. The lowest rated 
elements of cricket provision across the Study Area are artificial wickets and non-turf practice 
facilities, which is reducing the ability of clubs to train and play on non-turf pitches during the 
season.  
The demand for cricket across Welwyn Hatfield is relatively low, with 5 clubs in the area, 
comprising a total of 44 teams. The largest club in the study area is Welwyn Garden City CC, 
who have 5 adult and 16 junior sides. All cricket clubs are based within the Southern Villages 
and Welwyn Garden City sub-areas and the majority of demand is concentrated in those 
areas, however they place some level of demand on facilities in the Hatfield and Northern 
Villages sub-areas. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
current demand 

The majority of clubs in the Study Area use sites that have long—term security of tenure, 
therefore there is adequate accessible and secured provision for cricket. The only site that is 
unsecured and currently registers cricket demand is Roe Hill . 
The supply and demand analysis for secured provision shows, therefore, a large amount of 
spare capacity (187 match equivalents). Peak time analysis demonstrates, however, that 54% 
of cricket sites in Welwyn Hatfield have no spare capacity in the peak period for adult cricket 
(Sat PM), and 46% of sites have no spare capacity for Junior Cricket (Sun AM). It should also 
be highlighted that although the overall analysis shows that there is enough secured provision 
in Welwyn Hatfield, sub-area analysis for Hatfield demonstrates that there is no secured 
provision within this sub-area, and long-term community use agreements are required to 
address this. 

Is the provision 
that is accessible 
of sufficient 
quality and 
appropriately 
maintained? 

Overall, the provision is of good quality, with facilities at Hatfield and Crusaders, North Mymms 
Cricket Club and Old Owens Sports Club scoring particularly highly. There are only two 
pitches in the borough that were deemed poor: these are the ones at Roe Hill and 
Stanborough School. Maintenance is largely undertaken by individual clubs, either through the 
use of a paid grounds man or through club volunteers.  
Clubs have identified a need to improve practice net facilities and artificial provision. 
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What are the 
main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

The future demand for cricket is projected to increase in the Welwyn Garden City and 
Southern Villages sub-areas, given the concentration of demand that occurs in these two 
areas. A total of 9 additional teams are expected in Welwyn Hatfield by 2032 as a 
consequence of population change.   
Women’s cricket is a priority area for the ECB and although there are no women’s teams 
currently playing in the Study Area, the number is expected to increase over the lifetime of the 
local plan period (2032). In turn, this will increase the future requirement for playing, practice 
and associated changing facilities for women and girls. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
future demand 

With the projected increase in demand from both population growth and conversion of latent 
demand, as well as the expected growth that will be realised following the success of All Stars 
Cricket, Softball Cricket and South Asian initiatives, the increase in demand is likely to have a 
significant impact on the level of demand for cricket across Welwyn Hatfield. However, given 
the high level and quality of supply, the analysis shows that there will be sufficient capacity by 
the end of the strategy to accommodate all future demand. (133 match equivalents of spare 
capacity for secured grass provision, assuming the level of supply stays consistent). Sub-area 
analysis demonstrates that, although the overall provision in the borough is sufficient, the 
Welwyn Garden City sub-area is expected to be over capacity for grass wickets by the end of 
the strategy. 
Given that the current analysis identifies that 54% of the sites are currently at capacity during 
peak times of demand, it is expected that peak-time capacity will be further reduced over the 
lifespan of the strategy. This could be addressed by either providing additional facilities at 
existing sites that are currently at capacity, or displacing some demand from these sites to 
nearby sites with spare peak-time capacity. 
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 Rugby Union analysis 

 Introduction and Strategic Context  

 The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body responsible for 

grassroots and elite rugby in England, with the season operating from September 

to May.  

RFU STRATEGIC PLAN (2017-2021) 

 In October 2017, the RFU published its strategic plan, with the overall objective 

of being England’s strongest sport, underpinned by good governance and 

regulation, as well as increased investment in the game to drive elite 

performance and community participation4. 

 The following key areas of focus are particularly relevant for this strategy; 

• Protect our clubs: Support clubs to protect themselves against risks to 

sustainability in the key areas of leadership, facilities and finances. Support 

clubs to meet all their statutory and regulatory obligations 

• Expand places to play through Artificial Grass Pitches: Install and 

manage strategically placed Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) nationwide, 

increasing playing opportunities for the 15-a-side game and other variants in 

communities where natural turf pitches are significantly overused. Improve 

access to rugby in non-traditional and urban areas 

• Engage new communities in rugby: Increase female player numbers, with 

more teams and matches, expansion in the education environment and 

transitioning more players to clubs 

• Grow the grass-roots game: Increase the number of active male and 

female (14+) 15-a-side teams by 10%. Increase the number of 15-a-side 

matches played by 20%. Increase the number of active rugby union players 

by 10%. 

 The objectives and targets of the RFU will be referenced throughout this strategy 

and utilised to prioritise facility development projects as part of the 

recommendations and action plan section. 

ENGLAND RUGBY WOMEN AND GIRLS ACTION PLAN (2017-2021) 

 As part of the four-year strategic plan summarised above, England Rugby has 

launched the women and girls action plan for the next four years. The plan 

recognises the significant growth in the female game over the last four years and 

sets out a plan for the next four years to continue to grow the number of women 

and girls engaging in rugby. 

 There are currently 512 women and girls’ teams in England and 27,500 existing 

players, however by 2021 England Rugby wants to growth these numbers, 

engaging 100,000 females in rugby and converting 25,000 of those into new 

players.  

 
 
4 RFU Strategic Plan (http://www.englandrugby.com/about-the-rfu/rfu-strategic-plan/”: 2017) 

http://www.englandrugby.com/about-the-rfu/rfu-strategic-plan/
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 It is key that the future supply and demand analysis considers this growth and 

provides appropriate facilities and opportunities for women and girls to play rugby 

at clubs across Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Current trends and participation – Rugby Union 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, demonstrates that rugby participation over the last two years (May 

16/17 - May 17/18) has remained relatively consistent. 

 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.6% of the population (aged 16+) 

participated in rugby at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 246,200 

people. The survey also indicates that 1.5% - or approximately 681,700 people – 

participated in the last year. 

 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 0.5%, or approximately 239,700 people, 

participated in the last 28 days, and participation in the last year remained 

consistent at 1.5%. 

 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) 

indicates that 6.9% of children and young people in school years 1-11 

participated in rugby at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this 

refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is 

likely to be captured by community rugby clubs. 
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 Supply 

QUANTITY OVERVIEW  

 There are six sites in Welwyn Hatfield that have rugby provision, all of which are 

available for community rugby usage.  The ownership of the seven rugby sites 

across the Study Area is shown in Table 6.1.  

Table 6.1: Ownership of rugby pitches in Welwyn Hatfield 

Sub-category Ownership Management 

Club 0 1 

Education 4 4 

Local Authority 2 1 

 Figure 6.1 shows the geographic location of the rugby pitches across the Study 

Area and illustrates that the current supply is split between the Welwyn Garden 

City, Hatfield, and Southern Villages sub-aras. There is no rugby provision in the 

Northern Villages sub-area.  

  Figure 6.1 – Rugby pitch audit in Welwyn Hatfield 
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 Table 6.2 provides a breakdown of the rugby sites in Welwyn Hatfield. All rugby 

sites are available for community use, however only two have secured long-term 

access: Monks Walk School and Welwyn RFC.  

Table 6.2 – Rugby Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 

Site Name Sub area 
Community 
use on site 

Security 
of Use  

Owners Adult 
Junior/
Minis 

CHANCELLOR'S 
SCHOOL 

Southern Villages Available Unsecured Education 1 0 

HERTFORDSHIR
E SPORTS 
VILLAGE 

Hatfield Available Unsecured Education 1 0 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn Garden 
City 

Available Secured Education 2 0 

ROE HILL Hatfield Available Unsecured 
Local 

Authority 
1 0 

ROYAL 
VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

Southern Villages Available Unsecured Education 1 0 

WELWYN RFC 
Welwyn Garden 

City 
Available Secured 

Local 
Authority 

3 0 

QUALITY ASSESSMENT 

 Each site was visited and assessed by 4global using non-technical assessments 

as determined by the RFU. The methodology for assessing rugby pitch quality 

analyses two key elements; the maintenance programme and level of drainage.  

 Further detail on this process can be seen in the Technical Appendix C – Rugby 

Union Analysis.  

 Each pitch is scored and classified in one of three categories. These represent 

actions required to improve site quality. A breakdown for each of the two scoring 

elements and three respective categories is provided in the following two tables. 

Table 6.3 – Rugby pitch maintenance quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS 
Guidance 

 Overall Quality Rating 

M0 Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme 

M1 Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme 

M2 Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme 

Table 6.4 – Rugby pitch drainage quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS 
Guidance 

 Overall Quality Rating 

D0 Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch 

D1 Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch 

D2 No action is needed on pitch drainage 

D3 No action is needed on pipe drainage or slit drainage. 
 

 These scores are then combined to provide a match equivalent capacity, as 

calculated in Table 6.5 below. Depending on the score of a site, a pitch is 

assigned a certain carrying capacity which can then be used to calculate the 

overall capacity of a site.  
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Table 6.5 – Match equivalent calculation for rugby pitches. Source: Appendices 4a to 4c – 
Rugby Football Union5 

Drainage 
Maintenance 

Poor (MO) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (DO) 0.5 1.5 2 

Natural Adequate (D1) 1.5 2 3 

Pipe Drained (D2) 1.75 2.5 3.25 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 2 3 3.5 

 Table 6.6 summarises the quality assessment results for those sites currently 

used by the community. Full details of the subsequent carrying capacity 

allocations of each site by pitch type can be found in Technical Appendix C – 

Rugby Analysis.  

Table 6.6 – Quality summary by pitch type 

Drainage 
Maintenance 

Poor (M0) Standard (M1) Good (M2) 

Natural Inadequate (D0) - 3 - 

Natural Adequate (D1) 2 2 - 

Pipe Drained (D2) - - - 

Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) - - 2 

 In terms of maintenance, the majority of pitches across Welwyn Hatfield fall into 

the Standard rating, meaning that improvements are needed for the maintenance 

programme, in order to increase the number of M2 pitches, therefore increasing 

the carrying capacity of the existing pitch stock. The three senior pitches at 

Welwyn RFC are the only ones in the area that are natural and inadequate, these 

are deemed to have natural drainage (no artificial infrastructure) which is 

inadequate given the needs of residents (due to the number of players using the 

facility and the lack of lights on site). 

 As is typical for grass-roots rugby provision, the supply of pitches at educational 

establishments is generally poor. Consultation has identified, however, that 

drainage is also an issue for the grass pitches at a number of club sites, with 

floodlit areas that are used for training and match play causing the biggest 

issues. Where clubs are unable to use dedicated training areas and need to train 

on pitches as a result, this also has a negative impact on the overall quality of 

pitch provision. 

 Current Demand 

CURRENT DEMAND 

 Through the demand consultations with clubs, two clubs have been identified as 

playing in Welwyn Hatfield. Utilising survey responses and desktop research, 

table 6.7 provides the team profiles of all clubs playing in Welwyn Hatfield. 

Table 6.7 – Rugby club profiles for responding clubs. Source: PPS club consultations 

Club Adult teams 
U17-18 

colts’ teams 

Junior 
teams 

(U13-16) 

Mini / Midi 
teams 
(U7-12) 

Totals 

Hatfield QE RFC 2 0 0 0 2 

 
 
5 Sport England PPS Guidance – RFU Appendices (http://goo.gl/em3wyj: 2015) 

http://goo.gl/em3wyj
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Club Adult teams 
U17-18 

colts’ teams 

Junior 
teams 

(U13-16) 

Mini / Midi 
teams 
(U7-12) 

Totals 

Welwyn RFC 5 1 6 7 19 

 

 All of the rugby clubs playing in the local authority responded to the PPS survey 

and were consulted with as part of the demand gathering process, with the 

detailed consultations providing the following findings. 

Table 6.8: Summary of demand consultations from rugby clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 

Club Consultation Summary 

Hatfield QE 
RFC 

The club has two adult teams, both playing and training at Roe Hill. Membership numbers have 
stayed consistent over the last few years, however the club have current plans to add another 
adult side in coming years. 
The club’s principal facility need at present is the development of 2 full sized adult pitches and a 
club house with 4 changing rooms and a bar for income generation. They have received a grant 
of £200k from the University Sports Fund and are currently looking for an opportunity to buy or 
rent a facility for this development. They would like to have this completed within the next 5 
years. 
With only one pitch currently at Roe Hill, the club are unable to play two home matches on the 
same day, so they occasionally rent the pitches from the university. They have stated that this 
lack of pitches is preventing the club to expand any further and set up a junior/mini section. They 
have also highlighted the need for additional training facilities, particularly a half or full sized 
floodlit training area. 

Welwyn RFC 

The club has a current total of 19 teams, including male and female sides and ranging from U7s 
to adults. All teams play and train at Welwyn RFC, a site that is partly owned by the club and 
partly rented from the Local Authority.  
The club are constantly looking to expand and have very good links with local schools, as well as 
touch rugby options for adults. They are expecting to add at least one adult and one junior side 
in the next 3 years. 
Within the next 18-24 months, the club plans to redevelop their current changing rooms to better 
accommodate their sections (with segregated changing rooms) and would also like to develop 
their own artificial pitch to address the current overuse of their grass pitches. However, no 
funding has been secured for this.  
The quality of pitches at their home ground has been identified as good during consultation, 
however it was stated that the pitches suffer from poor drainage and due to them being built on 
clay foundation there is very little the club can do to improve this.  

 Further detail on the demand consultations and data collection can be seen in 

Technical Appendix C – Rugby Analysis 

IMPORTED AND EXPORTED DEMAND 

 No imported or exported demand has been identified in Welwyn Hatfield as part 

of this study. 

 Future demand 

FUTURE DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 

 In order to calculate the future demand for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield, a Team 

Generation Rate has been calculated using the current number of teams and the 

current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population 

(for various age groups) will typically cause enough demand for a rugby team.  

 This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for 

the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the 

demand for teams in each of the key age groups.  

 Team generation rates have been provided at a Study Area level, as the 

projected growth is not meaningful when split down further into a sub-area 
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analysis. Table 5.9 shows the TGR calculations for Welwyn Hatfield. Based on 

future population projections a total of 5 additional rugby teams will be generated 

by 2032. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 6.9 – Future demand projections for rugby teams in Welwyn Hatfield 

Age Group 
No. of 
teams  

Current popn 
in age group  

Future 
popn  

Current 
TGR 

Popn 
Change  

Potential 
Change in 
Team no. 

Total 
teams 

by 2032 

Rugby Union Senior 
Men (19-45yrs) 

6 25300 28168 4217 2868 1 7 

Rugby Union Senior 
Women (19-45yrs) 

1 25318 26316 25318 998 0 1* 

Rugby Union Youth 
Boys (13-18yrs) 

4 3870 5208 968 1338 1 5 

Rugby Union Youth 
Girls (13-18yrs) 

3 3931 4989 1310 1057 1 4 

Rugby Union 
Mini/Midi Mixed (7-
12yrs) 

8 8445 9846 1056 1402 1 9 

 Table 6.9 illustrates that the number of projected demand for rugby teams across 

the Study Area is likely to increase for adults (1 team) youth (2 teams) and mini 

rugby (1 team) between 2017 and 2032.  

 While the TGR calculation does not project a growth in female senior teams, it 

should be noted that one of the RFU’s key strategic objectives is to increase 

female participation, with potential investment leading to a growth in demand. An 

analysis of latent demand will be undertaken in the following section to assess 

whether future female provision should be planned for. 

 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the council and the 

RFU do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and 

are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to 

participate in rugby in in the Study Area. In reality, it is expected that there will be 

improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance 

technology, as well as higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be 

a higher quality and an improved ability to generate demand and convert it into 

participation. 

GROWTH OF FEMALE RUGBY 

 *The future growth in female rugby is calculated using a ratio of future growth to 

existing team numbers, the projected growth is projected to be 0 for senior 

teams. Given the strategic priority of England Rugby (RFU) to increase women 

and girl’s rugby across the country, a projected increase of one senior women’s 

team has been added to the future growth projections, which aligns to the overall 

target of increasing team numbers by 350 across England over the next four 

years. This growth will be considered in the future supply and demand analysis 

for Rugby in the Study Area. 
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FUTURE DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 

 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is 

also likely that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent demand 

into actual demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing rugby. 

The table below identifies latent demand (not currently active), which clubs are 

aiming to convert into rugby demand within the next 3-5 years. This provides an 

estimation of the number of new teams that will be required in Welwyn Hatfield, in 

addition to the teams generated by population growth. 

 Table 6.10 illustrates that 16 additional teams have been projected as part of the 

latent demand calculations.  

 This latent demand will be combined with the projected increase in demand 

generated from population growth and incorporated into the future supply and 

demand analysis for rugby union provision. 

Table 6.10: Latent demand for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield 

Club 
Adult 
Male  

Adult Female  Junior  Mini/Midi Total  

Hatfield QE RFC 2 0 0 10 12 

Welwyn RFC 1 0 3 0 4 
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 Supply and Demand Balance 

OVERPLAY AND SPARE CAPACITY  

 To calculate whether there is any total spare capacity at rugby sites in Welwyn 

Hatfield, Table 6.11 shows the supply and demand figures across the two sites 

that are available for community rugby use, and have demand registered on 

them. This table demonstrates the sites that are currently being overplayed, as 

well as those that have spare capacity for grass pitch provision. 

 

Table 6.11: capacity analysis of club sites in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name Pitch type Quantity 
Supply 

(Capacity) 

Demand 
(matches + 
training in 

match 
equivalents) 

Balance 
(Supply 
minus 

demand) 

SNR JNR 

Roe Hill 
Senior 

Rugby Union 
1 1.5 2 0 -0.5 

Welwyn RFC 
Senior 

Rugby Union 
3 4.5 7.5 12.5 -15.5 

 

 As shown in Table 6.11, both of the sites that are currently used for rugby are 

over-capacity, with the level of overplay being particularly high at Welwyn RFC. 

This is caused by the club having consistent junior and senior demand, leading to 

the overplay of poor-quality grass provision, which has a low carrying capacity 

due to insufficient drainage infrastructure, and the lack of additional training 

lights. 

PEAK PERIOD SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

 To assess the availability of rugby facilities at peak times, it has been assumed 

that the period of highest demand for rugby matches is on a Saturday afternoon 

for adults and Sunday morning for mini and youth rugby. Please note that all 

demand is measured in match equivalent sessions. 

 Table 6.12 overleaf indicates that the sites that are currently utilised by rugby 

clubs have spare no capacity during the peak period for adult rugby provision. 
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Table 6.12: Supply and Demand Balance and Peak Period Capacity by Site  

Site Name Type of pitch 
Pitch 

maintenance 
score 

Floodlit 
Pitch Capacity 

(Assessed/Agreed) 

Demand (matches + 
training in match 

equivalent sessions) 
Balance 

Adult Peak time 
capacity (Sat 

PM) 

Junior Peak time 
Capacity 

SNR JNR MINIS 

CHANCELLOR'S 
SCHOOL 

Senior Rugby Union 5 - Poor No 1.5 0 0 1.5 
1 match 

equivalent of 
spare capacity 

1 match 
equivalent of 

spare capacity 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

Senior Rugby Union 15 - Good No 3.5 0 0 3.5 
1 match 

equivalent of 
spare capacity 

1 match 
equivalent of 

spare capacity 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

Senior Rugby Union 6 - Standard No 

4 0 0 4 
2 match 

equivalents of 
spare capacity 

2 match 
equivalents of 
spare capacity 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

Senior Rugby Union 6 - Standard No 

ROE HILL Senior Rugby Union 5 - Poor No 1.50 2 0 -0.5 No spare capacity 
1 match 

equivalent of 
spare capacity 

ROYAL 
VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

Senior Rugby Union 15 - Good No 3.5 0 0 3.5 
1 match 

equivalent of 
spare capacity 

1 match 
equivalent of 

spare capacity 

WELWYN RFC 

Senior Rugby Union 6 - Standard Yes 

4.5 7.5 12.5 -15.5 No spare capacity No spare capacity Senior Rugby Union 6 - Standard Yes 

Senior Rugby Union 6 - Standard No 
 

 Supply and demand analysis  

 The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield, as well as for a number of relevant summaries, as requested by 

the RFU and the Sport England 2013 Playing Pitch Guidance. It should be noted that as there are only two rugby clubs currently in Welwyn Hatfield, the 

future analysis and capacity analysis has been undertaken at a Study Area-wide level 
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WELWYN HATFILD ANALYSIS 

Table 6.13: Summary capacity analysis for rugby provision in Welwyn Hatfield 

Analysis Notes 
Capacity – 

grass 
pitches 

Community use demand (matches + 
training in match equivalent sessions) Balance  

Adult/Yth Junior/Mini 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All rugby provision that is available for community 
use 

All sites, with demand 6 9.5 12.5 -16 

2. All rugby provision that is secured for community use All secured sites  4.5 9.5 12.5 -17.5 

3. Rugby Club sites only All club sites  4.5 9.5 12.5 -17.5 

Future Analysis (2032) 

4. Future balance (including projected team growth) for 
all rugby provision available for community use 

As per analysis 1, including projected 
growth in demand to 2032 

6 15* 28* -37 

5. Future balance (including projected team growth) for 
all rugby provision secured for community use 

As per analysis 2, including projected 
growth in demand to 2032 

4.5 15* 28* -38.5 

6. Future balance (including projected team growth) for 
all rugby club’s sites with long term security of tenure 

As per analysis 3, including projected 
growth in demand to 2032 

4.5 15* 28* -38.5 

*Figures include projected team growth of 4 Adult match equivalents and 9 Junior/Mini match, as well as the conversion of 1.5 Adult match equivalents and 6.5 

Junior match equivalents of latent demand, as previously identified in tables 6.9 and 6.10. 

 Table 6.13 illustrates that across the full Study Area, there is a large deficit of playing pitches when taking into consideration the current level of demand 

across all clubs. This deficit reflects the amount of demand present across all sites in Welwyn Hatfield, which is projected to worsen when incorporating the 

projected growth in demand 

 It should be noted that the deficit in scenarios reflected as part of analysis 3 and 6 (balance at club sites) is particularly significant, given that all of club 

demand is currently on these sites and, generally, rugby clubs prefer to focus meeting their needs on club sites even if capacity is available on school sites 

to avoid club fragmentation.  

 Site by site analysis - protection, enhancement and provision 

 To ensure that the PPS meets the requirements of the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan and can be seen as a robust evidence base, the site-by-site 

assessment below includes all rugby sites that have been included within the study.  
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 The site-by-site assessment provides a justification of how each of these sites should be protected, enhanced or further provided for, in line with the 

National Planning Policy Framework6. Additionally, this table serves to summarise the key parts of the PPS assessment that have been identified so far 

within this sport specific section.   

Table 6.14: Site–by-site summary for rugby provision in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name 
Pitch 
type 

Pitch 
maintenance 

score 

Drainage 
Score 

Floodlit 
Pitch 

Capacity 
Balance 

Adult Peak 
time capacity 

(Sat PM) 

Jnr Peak 
time 

Capacity 
Commentary 

CHANCELL
OR'S 

SCHOOL 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

5 - Poor 
Natural 

(adequate) 
No 1.5 1.5 

1 match 
equivalent of 

spare capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. It is available to the community and no formal rugby 
demand has been recorded at the site, however it is used 
by pupils of the school 

E 

Some drainage issues were identified at the site, which are 
restricting extracurricular or external use of the pitches. An 
increased and improved drainage provision and 
maintenance regime are recommended 

PV 
It is recommended to undertake feasibility work to assess 
the school’s aspirations of developing AGP provision on 
site and acting as a central hub for sports in the area. 

HERTFORD
SHIRE 

SPORTS 
VILLAGE 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

15 - Good 
Pipe and 

slit drained 
No 3.5 3.5 

1 match 
equivalent of 

spare capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. It is heavily used by the community and acts as a 
sporting hub in the area. No formal rugby demand has 
been identified as part of this study, however, consultation 
with the RFU has revealed that this is used as an overspill 
site for the two major club sites. 

E 
No enhancements have been identified as part of the 
study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of the 
study. 

MONKS 
WALK 

SCHOOL 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

6 - Standard 
Natural 

(adequate) 
No 

4 4 
2 match 

equivalents of 
spare capacity 

2 match 
equivalent
s of spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. No rugby demand was recorded at the site, however 
it is heavily used for others sports, as well as pupils of the 
school for PE and other physical activity. 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

6 - Standard 
Natural 

(adequate) 
No 

E 
No enhancements have been identified as part of the 
study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of the 
study. 

ROE HILL 
Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

5 - Poor 
Natural 

(adequate) 
No 1.50 -0.5 

No spare 
capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. It is used by Hatfield QE RFC, who have two adult 
teams. 
The site has been identified as being unsecured for long-

 
 
6 Further information on NPPF provided in Section 2 – Strategic Context 
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Site Name 
Pitch 
type 

Pitch 
maintenance 

score 

Drainage 
Score 

Floodlit 
Pitch 

Capacity 
Balance 

Adult Peak 
time capacity 

(Sat PM) 

Jnr Peak 
time 

Capacity 
Commentary 

term community use, therefore collaboration is required 
between the Town Council and the rugby club to agree a 
formal long-term usage agreement. 

E 

Pitch quality was identified as poor as part of the 
assessment and therefore carrying capacity is not 
sufficient to meet demand from users. An increased and 
improved pitch maintenance regime is required 

PV 

With only one pitch on site, the club are unable to play two 
home matches on the same day and occasionally have to 
seek alternative provision.  
The club have expressed during consultation their desire 
to develop their own facility, with 2 adult pitches and club 
house, which they have received a 200k grant for. It is 
recommended to assist the club with finding a suitable 
facility for this development. 

ROYAL 
VETERINAR
Y COLLEGE 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

15 - Good 
Pipe and 

slit drained 
No 3.5 3.5 

1 match 
equivalent of 

spare capacity 

1 match 
equivalent 
of spare 
capacity 

PR 

The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. The good-quality senior pitch on site is used by 
college students, and consultation with the RFU has 
revealed that it is also used as an overspill site for the two 
major club sites. 

E 
No enhancements have been identified as part of the 
study. 

PV 
No required provision has been identified as part of the 
study. 

WELWYN 
RFC 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

6 - Standard 
Natural 

(inadequat
e) 

Yes 

4.5 -15.5 
No spare 
capacity 

No spare 
capacity 

PR 
The site is used by Welwyn RFC, the largest club in the 
area, and should be protected as playing fields in the Local 
Plan. 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

6 - Standard 
Natural 

(inadequat
e) 

Yes E 

The three senior pitches on site are heavily overused, with 
all match play and training (2 pitches are floodlit) taking 
place on site, which causes de deterioration of the surface. 
Additional provision is required in order to allow some rest 
on the existing grass pitches, and an increased and 
improved maintenance regime is also recommended in 
order to increase the site’s carrying capacity. 
The site is of public access and suffers with occasional 
vandalism and dog fouling, therefore increased security 
and improved signage are recommended. 

Senior 
Rugby 
Union 

6 - Standard 
Natural 

(inadequat
e) 

No PV 

The club’s main aspiration is to secure additional land in 
order to develop further provision, which is urgently 
required to address the current issue of overplay. The club 
also expressed their intention to renovate the ancillary 
facility on site, to make it suitable for all genders and ages, 
as well as some roof refurbishments.  It is recommended 
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Site Name 
Pitch 
type 

Pitch 
maintenance 

score 

Drainage 
Score 

Floodlit 
Pitch 

Capacity 
Balance 

Adult Peak 
time capacity 

(Sat PM) 

Jnr Peak 
time 

Capacity 
Commentary 

for WHBC and the RFU to work with the club, providing 
support and assistance with these developments which will 
allow the club to expand further. 
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 Rugby summary 

 This section summarises the findings from the rugby analysis, which will form the basis of 

the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Table 6.15 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport 

England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the findings 

of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report but with similar 

PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield. .  

Table 6.15 – Key PPS findings for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield 

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of the 
current supply and 
demand for 
provision? 

The quality of grass pitch provision across the Study Area for rugby is standard, 
with only 2 out of the total 9 pitches in the area scoring Poor for maintenance. It 
should be highlighted, however, that the pitches at Welwyn RFC – have natural 
inadequate drainage, which affects the site’s carrying capacity. 
There are two rugby clubs based in Welwyn Hatfield, Welwyn RFC being the key 
club in the area with 5 adult teams and a large junior section (15 teams). 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured community 
use provision to 
meet current 
demand 

There is a large deficit for secured and accessible rugby provision across the Study 
Area. The only secured site that is currently used for rugby is Welwyn RFC, which 
is operating over capacity. Monks Walk School is the other site in the area that has 
secured community use accessibility, however it is not currently used. 
Roe Hill, the site utilised by Hatfield QE RFC, is not secured for long-term use and 
is also operating over capacity.  
There is no spare capacity during the peak period at club sites, given that all of club 
demand is currently on these sites, and this is likely to remain an issue as generally 
rugby clubs prefer to focus meeting their needs on club sites even if capacity is 
available on school sites to avoid club fragmentation. A need for additional match 
and training provision has been identified as part of this study, as well as an 
improvement of existing maintenance regimes and drainage systems in order to 
increase carrying capacity.  

Is the provision that 
is accessible of 
sufficient quality and 
appropriately 
maintained? 

With the exception of Chancellors School and Roe Hill, the remaining 4 sites have 
standard or good rated maintenance procedures, which ensures grass pitches are 
maintained to an adequate quality. Given the amount level of demand at club sites, 
this is not enough to ensure pitches are of a high quality all year round, with wet 
weather and high demand causing waterlogging at some points during the year. 
Hertfordshire Sports Village and Royal Veterinary College both have artificial (pipe) 
drainage installed, however this sites are not currently used by local clubs. 
The natural drainage at Welwyn RFC was identified as inadequate and it was 
stated during club consultation that due to the site being built on clay foundation 
there is very little the club can do to improve this. 

What are the main 
characteristics of the 
future supply and 
demand for provision 

Future analysis indicates that rugby demand is likely to increase significantly as a 
consequence of population change in the area, as well as the conversion of latent 
demand into actual demand over the life of the strategy. A total of 20 new teams 
was identified as part of the analysis.  
Women and girl’s rugby demand is projected to increase, in line with the RFU’s 
national strategic priorities. Referencing the large amount of overplay already 
present, it is of paramount importance that this is addressed when considering the 
increased demand expected. 
The level of supply is also likely to change, with Welwyn RFC expressing their 
intentions to develop an artificial pitch/training area that would allow some rest on 
the grass provision. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured community 
use provision to 
meet future demand 

The future demand for rugby is projected to increase significantly across the Study 
Area, with the current deficit for secured provision likely to increase further over the 
lifetime of the strategy. Further capacity is required to meet the current and future 
needs of local residents.  
The strategy document to be delivered alongside this needs assessment will 
contain detailed scenario testing, in order to establish whether the current pitch 
stock could better meet the needs of local clubs and participants, if maintenance, 
drainage or ancillary facilities were to be improved. 
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 Hockey analysis 

 Introduction and strategic context 

 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of England Hockey, an analysis 

of key recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and summarised below.  

ENGLAND HOCKEY FACILITIES STRATEGY (2017) 

 In 2017 England Hockey published the latest facilities strategy for the sport, which 

replaces the previous 2012 edition and aims to help every hockey club in England work 

towards having appropriate and sustainable facilities that provide excellent experiences 

for players. 

Vision: For every hockey player in England to have appropriate and sustainable 
facilities that provide excellent experiences for players. 

Mission: More, Better, Happier players with access to appropriate and sustainable 
facilities  

 The club market for hockey is well structured and clubs are required to affiliate to England 

Hockey to play in community leagues. As a result, only a few occasional teams lie outside 

of the EH affiliation structure. Schools and Universities are the other two areas where 

significant hockey is played. 

 England Hockey has the ambition of growing participation by 10,000 adults and 32,500 

children. To enable this, the following three objectives have been highlighted; 

• PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently has over 800 

pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school, universities). We need to retain 

the current provision where appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across 

the country 

• IMPROVE: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically and 

administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs to be 

strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and ancillary facilities. There needs 

to more support for clubs to obtain better agreements with facilities providers & 

education around owning an asset. 

• DEVELOP: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there is an 

identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might include consolidation 

hockey provision in a local area where appropriate. Research has identified key areas 

across the country where there is a lack of suitable Hockey provision and there is a 

need for additional pitches. There is an identified demand for multi pitches in the right 

places to consolidate hockey and allow clubs to have all of their provision catered at 

one site. 

Competitive league hockey matches and training can only be played on sand filled, sand dressed 
or water based artificial grass pitches (AGPs). Although competitive, adult and junior club training 
cannot take place on third generation turf pitches (3G), 40mm pitches may be suitable for 
introductory level hockey, such as school curriculum low level hockey. EH’s Artificial Grass Playing 
Surface Policy details suitability of surface type for varying levels of hockey, as shown below.  
 
  Table 7.0: England Hockey guidelines on artificial surface types suitable for hockey 

Category Surface Playing Level Playing Level 
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Category Surface Playing Level Playing Level 

England Hockey 
Category 1 

Water surface approved 
within the FIH 
Global/National 
Parameters 

Essential  

International Hockey - Training and matches 

Desirable  

Domestic National 
Premier competition   

Higher levels of EH 
Player Pathway 

Performance Centres 
and upwards   

England 

England Hockey 
Category 2 

Sand dressed surfaces 
within the FIH National 
Parameter 

Essential  

Domestic National Premier competition 

Higher levels of player pathway:  Academy 
Centres and Upwards 

Desirable  

All adult and junior 
League Hockey 

Intermediate or 
advanced School 
Hockey    

EH competitions for 
clubs and schools 
(excluding domestic 
national league) 

England Hockey 
Category 3 

Sand based surfaces 
within the FIH National 
Parameter 

Essential   

All adult and junior club training and league 
Hockey 

EH competitions for clubs and schools  

Intermediate or advanced schools hockey 

England Hockey 
Category 4 

All 3G surfaces Essential  

None 

Desirable   

Lower level hockey          
(Introductory level) 
when no category 1-3 
surface is available.   

 
For senior hockey teams, a full sized pitch for competitive matches must measure at least 91.4 x 
55 metres excluding surrounding run off areas which must be a minimum of two metres at the 
sides & three metres at the ends. England Hockey preference is for four metre side and five metre 
end run offs, with a preferred overall area of 101.4 x 63 metres though a minimum overall area of 
97.4 x 59 metres is accepted. 
 
It is considered that a hockey pitch can accommodate a maximum of four matches on one day 
(peak time) provided that the pitch has floodlighting. Training is generally midweek and requires 
access to a pitch and floodlights. 
 

 Current trends and participation – Hockey 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, 

highlights a slight decrease in hockey participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - 

May 17/18). 

 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.2% of the population (aged 16+) participated in 

hockey at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 107,800 people. The survey 

also indicates that 1.1% - or approximately 495,000 people – participated in the last year. 

 The May 17/18 survey shows that participation in the last 28 days remains consistent at 

0.2%, however participation in the last year decreased to 1% (approximately 459,700 

people). 

 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 

4.4% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in hockey at least 

once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of 

school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community hockey 

clubs 
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 Supply 

 Welwyn Hatfield has three sites that have full size sand or artificial grass pitches that are 

suitable for competitive hockey.  

 Although there are 3 full sized hockey appropriate AGP’s in the area, all club play from 

local clubs is accommodated at Hertfordshire Sports Village. There is also a small amount 

of imported demand from Harpenden HC and Hertford HC at Queenswood School and 

Ridgeway Academy, which will be further explored in following sections of this report. 

 Table 7.1 below shows details of all pitches that are suitable for competitive hockey in 

Welwyn Hatfield. 

Table 7.1 – Quantity overview for hockey facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name Sub Area Pitch Type and Size 

HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS 
VILLAGE 

Hatfield Sand Dressed (100x60) 

QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL Southern Villages Sand Dressed (100x60) 

RIDGEWAY ACADEMY Welwyn Garden City Sand Dressed (91x53) 

 

QUALITY 

 As part of the PPS, each site that is suitable for hockey has been assessed by an 

independent research team and scored according to England Hockey’s facilities 

framework contained within the 2013 Sport England Playing Pitch Guidance. Table 7.2 

below provides a summary of the quality assessments for all hockey suitable sites in the 

Study Area, with assessments undertaken at two key sites. 

 

Table 7.2 – Quality overview for hockey facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name Sub Area 
Pitch Type 
and Size 

Floodlit 
Pitch 

assessment 
score 

Availability 
Security of 

Use 

HERTFORDSH
IRE SPORTS 
VILLAGE 

Hatfield 
Sand 
Dressed 
(100x60) 

Yes 
93.22% - 
Good 

Available Unsecured 

QUEENSWOO
D SCHOOL 

Southern 
Villages 

Sand 
Dressed 
(100x60) 

Yes 
84.75% - 
Good 

Available Unsecured 

RIDGEWAY 
ACADEMY 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Sand 
Dressed 
(91x53) 

Yes 
77.42% - 
Standard 

Available Unsecured 

 

 Table 7.2 indicates that all three hockey AGPs in Welwyn Hatfield are available for 

community use, however there is no secured provision.  

 All competitive hockey demand demand in the area is placed at Hertfordshire Sports 

Village. The site summary for the site, collected as part of the site assessment is shown 

below. 

• Hertfordshire Sports Village: All maintenance work at the site is carried out by 

external contractors, along with contractors that are in place to monitor the quality of 

the AGPs. The site does not have issues with community access, apart from 

instances of foul language from the community club users and consequently, this is 

something that the university has to monitor heavily. The site does not suffer from 
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anti-social behaviour or dog fouling due to the location and also due to having 

sufficient security. In terms of the AGP provision, one of the 3G AGPs has shock pads 

built in, and can consequently be utilised for Rugby and American Football, however, 

the second 3G AGP does not have this.  

 Demand 

CURRENT DEMAND  

 There are two hockey clubs using hockey facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. Welwyn Garden 

City HC Hockey Club, based at Hertfordshire Sports Village, is the largest club in the area. 

The scale of the club is demonstrated by Table 7.3, which shows the club profile by age 

group and gender. University of Hertfordshire HC also have a presence in Welwyn 

Hatfield, with some match and training demand at the university site on weekdays.  

 There is also some level of imported demand from neighbouring local authorities that is 

accommodated at facilities in Welwyn Hatfield - this will be further explored within this 

section of the report. Table 7.3 also includes membership data for Harpenden HC and 

Hertford HC, two clubs that are not based within Welwyn Hatfield but currently have a 

number of teams accessing hockey facilities in the borough. 

Table 7.3 – Membership data for Hockey in Welwyn Hatfield. 

Hockey 
club 

M
 5

-1
0
 

F
 5

-1
0
 

M
 1

1
-1

3
 

F
 1

1
-1

3
 

M
 1

4
-1

6
 

F
 1

4
-1

6
 

M
 1

7
-1

8
 

F
 1

7
-1

8
 

M
 1

9
-2

1
 

F
 1

9
-2

1
 

M
 2

2
-2

5
 

F
 2

2
-2

5
 

M
 2

6
-3

5
 

F
 2

6
-3

5
 

M
 3

6
-4

5
 

F
 3

6
-4

5
 

M
 4

6
+

 

F
 4

6
+

 

Tota
l 

Me
mbe
rs 

201
6/17 

Universit
y of 
Hertfords
hire HC 

0 0 - - - - - - 14 30 1 2 - - - - - - 47 

Welwyn 
Garden 
City HC 

6 16 8 14 3 7 1 3 4 4 5 7 12 15 15 6 6 8 140 

Harpende
n HC 

25 42 22 27 28 16 11 6 1 - 5 5 11 16 24 10 17 3 269 

Hertford 
HC 

40 72 40 52 25 32 11 18 8 8 10 10 28 15 25 23 26 13 456 

 The tables below highlight how the profile of hockey teams across Welwyn Hatfield 

creates demand for AGP match and training hours throughout the week. Senior teams 

train midweek, however some junior teams/development centres may train on weekends. 

It is important to understand that this will impact on capacity analysis when considered 

with the competitive match slots required above.  

Table 7.4 – Match demand for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield  

 Number of teams 
Competitive hours required 

Weekday Saturday Sunday 

Senior teams (16-65) 10 6 8* 0 

Junior teams (11-15) 8 0 0 4 

*Includes imported demand: 1hr of adult hockey (occasional use from Harpenden HC)  

Table 7.5 – Training demand for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield  

 Number of teams 
Training hours required 

Weekday Saturday Sunday 

Senior teams (16-65) 10 5 0 0 

Junior teams (11-15) 8 3* 0 1.5 

* Imported demand from Hertford HC (3hs of junior hockey) 



   
   
  Doc Status: Draft 

Doc Ref: Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council PPS Needs Assessment 
 
 

 
Page 132 of 231 

KEY CLUB CONSULTATION 

 To develop a greater understanding of the need for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield, 

consultations were undertaken with the Welwyn Garden City HC – the main hockey club in 

the study area – with a summary provided in the table below. 

Table 7.6 – Key club consultations in Welwyn Hatfield 

Club Consultation Summary 

Welwyn 
Garden 
City 
Hockey 
Club 

Teams  
50 members from ages 6-14 (1h 30 weekly sessions) 
3x Mens  
4x Ladies  
All adult teams train together for 2 hours per week 
Home Ground: Hertfordshire Sports Village (rented from the University of Hertfordshire)  
In the previous 3 years the club has lost the men’s 4th team due to lack of participation. 
However, they have seen a growth in the junior section of the club, something that they wish to 
continue over the next 3 years. The majority of players live within the study area, and travel 5+ 
miles as the University campus is very central.  
The club is very satisfied with the quality of provision at Hertfordshire Sports Village. They 
have access to clean and well maintained changing facilities as well as the bar area. The 
pitches themselves are modern and very well maintained. The club has no reason to complain 
– very happy with their setup, as a result have no plans to move/ build a site of their own.  

 

IMPORTED AND EXPORTED DEMAND 

 Through consultation with England Hockey and clubs located both inside and outside of 

the study area, the following cross-boundary demand has been identified as part of this 

study:  

 Imported demand: Harpenden HC (based in St Albans City and District) utilise the 

facilities at Queenswood School and Hertfordshire Sports Village occasionally; and 

Hertford HC (based in East Herts) use Ridgeway Academy as an overspill site for junior 

hockey for 3 hours per week (the club feel that the pitch at this site is of poor quality and 

are therefore looking at hiring slots at Queenswood School) 

 Exported demand: Royal Veterinary College HC are a Welwyn Hatfield-based club, 

however they currently access the facility at Furzefield Leisure Centre in Hertsmere for 

their weekday fixtures. There are plans for this pitch to be converted into a 3G surface, 

which may result in the club having to return to use facilities within Welwyn Hatfield. 

 

 Future demand 

DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 

 In order to calculate the future demand for Hockey in the Study Area, an agreed growth 

rate has been used in conjunction with the current number of teams across the study area. 

This measure allows us to calculate the expected number of participants and subsequent 

number of teams that will be present by the end of the lifetime of the local plan period 

(2032).   

 The growth rate has been agreed following consultation with England Hockey, based on 

experience and best practice from across the country. This is believed to be a more 

accurate projection that than provided by team generation rates (as used for the other 

sports included within the PPS), as it allows for the expected growth driven by success at 

the 2016 Rio Olympics, increasing level of junior demand across the sport and the level of 

informal activity such as pay and play. 
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 Table 7.7 shows the current number of members in each of the age groups and applies a 

5% growth rate, in order to calculate a projected number of members and teams. 

 It should be noted that as there is only two hockey clubs currently in Welwyn Hatfield, the 

future analysis and capacity analysis has been undertaken at a Study Area-wide level. 

Table 7.7 – Future demand projections for hockey teams in Welwyn Hatfield  

Sport and Age Groups No. of teams 5% growth 
Projected 

number of teams 

Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 4 0.2 5 

Hockey Senior Women (16-55yrs) 6 0.3 7 

Hockey Junior Boys (5-15yrs) 4 0.2 5 

Hockey Junior Girls (5-15yrs) 4 0.2 5  
18 0.9 22 

 Table 7.7 illustrates that with the 5% projected growth in participation, it is expected that 

there will be an additional 4 (rounded to allow for a small comfort factor) teams over the 

period of the strategy.  

 

DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 

 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely 

that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent demand into actual demand, 

therefore increasing the number of people playing hockey. No latent demand has been 

identified from consultations with key hockey clubs in the area. 

 Supply and demand balance 

SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

 To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at hockey sites in the Study Area, Table 

7.8 shows the supply and demand figures for community use hockey facilities in Welwyn 

Hatfield. This table contains demand (in hours) from competitive matches as well as 

training required by local clubs (including Football training).  

 In order to assess the availability of hockey facilities at peak times, it has been assumed 

that the period of highest demand for hockey matches is on a Saturday.  

Table 7.8 – Supply and demand balance for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site name 
Supply (hours) Demand (Hours: training and matches) Balance (hours) 

Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE* 

20 8 8 11 7 5.5 9 1 2.5 

* The site is also used occasionally by Harpenden HC - a club that is based outside the study area 

– approximately twice a season for ladies’ fixtures 

 Table 7.8 illustrates that the Hertfordshire Sports Village, which is the only facility in 

Welwyn Hatfield used for competitive hockey matches, is almost at capacity on Saturdays. 

Following consultation with England Hockey and the club users, it is evident that provision 

at Hertfordshire Sports Village is extremely well-used during periods of peak demand. The 

site is also used by the University of Hertfordshire on weekdays, however there is some 

spare capacity for additional demand. 

 The supply and demand analysis for Hertfordshire Sports Village indicates that there is 

spare capacity on weekdays, but very limited capacity on weekends.   
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 The other two hockey suitable sites in the area have not recorded any formal hockey 

demand from Welwyn Hatfield-based clubs as part of the assessment. Queenswood 

School is available for community use on weekday evenings and weekends and used 

occasionally by Harpenden HC (imported demand), whilst the AGP at Ridgeway Academy 

is only available weekdays and accommodates some imported junior demand from 

Hertford HC.  

 The impact of expected growth in hockey demand will be addressed as part of the 

analysis later in this section. 

PEAK TIME CAPACITY ANALYSIS 

 In line with the 2013 Sport England PPS guidance, this study has considered the total 

supply and demand for facilities, measured in match equivalent sessions per week.  

 While this is a valuable measure of whether or not AGP facilities are at capacity, the 

patterns of demand should also be considered when assessing whether there are 

sufficient facilities across the Study Area.   

 With this in mind, this section undertakes a peak time capacity analysis, to assess 

whether there are sufficient facilities during the periods that the greatest proportion of the 

population like to play hockey.  

 This will indicate whether there is enough capacity to satisfy the demand where a large 

amount of hockey is played at the same time (e.g. are there enough match slots so that all 

adult and junior teams can to play at the favoured times on Saturday and Sunday?) 

 The following assumptions on peak times have been developed, based on standard 

practice for competitive grass roots hockey, as well as consultation with Welwyn Garden 

City Hockey Club and Heaton Moor Juniors. 

• There are 4 x 2 hours match slots on Saturday per pitch 

• There are 4 x 1.5 hours match slots on Sunday per pitch 

 It should be noted that only Hertfordshire Sports Village has been included in the peak 

time capacity analysis as it is the only site in the Study Area that has regular hockey 

demand for matches. 

Table 7.9: Peak time capacity analysis for Welwyn Hatfield Hockey provision (calculated in match 
slots) 

Age-group (preferred 
match slot) 

No. of 
teams 

Peak-time 
demand  

Peak-time 
Capacity  

Balance Commentary 

Adult (Saturday 10-6*) 10 5 4 -1 No spare capacity 

Junior (Sunday 10-4) 8 4 4 0 No spare capacity 
*Adult fixtures are occasionally played on Sunday or weekdays (depending on league rules), however for this analysis peak 
time adult demand is assumed to be Saturday. 

 Table 7.9 indicates that, with the exclusive use of the full sized AGP present at 

Hertfordshire Sports Village, there is no spare capacity during periods of peak demand on 

Saturdays or Sundays.  

SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS 

 Figure 7.1 overleaf provides a spatial analysis of full-size sand based AGP’s in the Study 

Area in order to assess whether the current provision of ‘strategic’ hockey facilities meet 

the needs of the local residents. These maps also include full size AGP’s from 

neighbouring local authorities, as there is a significant potential export of demand if the 
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facilities in neighbouring local authorities are an attractive offer for residents, with facilities 

that are more suitable for example. The coloured areas show the unique catchment area 

of each of the AGP’s, which indicates the closest AGP, within 20-minute drive time, for 

local residents. 

Figure 7.1 – Spatial analysis and cross –boundary demand for sand-based AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield, 
all AGP data from Active Places Power (Sport England) 
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 Capacity Analysis  

 The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for hockey in Welwyn 

Hatfield. This takes into consideration the current position for hockey, as well as a 
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potential future analysis, incorporating any additional future demand identified as part of 

this study. 

Table 7.10: Summary of capacity balances for hockey (all in hours) 

Analysis Notes 
Supply (Hours) 

Demand (matches + 
training in hours) 

Balance (supply 
minus demand) 

Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun Week Sat Sun 

1. All secured 
sites 

This includes all secured 
sites and their capacity  

0 0 0 14* 8* 5.5 -14 -8 -5.5 

2. All available 
sites 

If demand displaced out of 
the area came back in.  

60 16 16 14* 8* 5.5 46 8 10.5 

3. All secured 
sites; FUTURE 
analysis 

As above, but including 
the projected growth in 
demand 

0 0 0 16 10 7.5 -16 -10 -7.5 

*Includes imported demand from Harpenden HC and Hertford HC 

 As highlighted above, the analysis shows a clear deficit of secured hockey provision in 

Welwyn Hatfield. This deficit is projected to worsen when looking at the future analysis of 

secured sites, which includes the additional teams identified as part of the future 

projections. 

 If long-term community use agreements were put in place on all hockey sites in Welwyn 

Hatfield, the current scenario would show a large amount of spare capacity both on 

weekdays and weekends. 
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 Site by site analysis - protection, enhancement and provision 

 Table 7.11 provides a justification for how the all AGP’s used for hockey should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided. 

Table 7.11 – Site by Site Analysis for Hockey 

Site Name 
Sub 
Area 

Pitch Type 
and Size 

Quality 
rating 

Balance 
(Total 
hours) 

Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 

HERTFORD
SHIRE 
SPORTS 
VILLAGE 

Hatfield 
Sand 
dressed 
(100x60) 

93.22% - 
Good 

12.5 
(No spare 
capacity at 
peak times) 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. It is a key site for hockey as it accommodates all formal 
demand in the area (University of Hertfordshire HC and Welwyn Garden City HC train and play from here, as well as 
some imported demand from Harpenden HC).  
This is a key site for hockey in the area, however it has been identified as being unsecured for long-term community 
use, therefore collaboration is required between WHBC, Welwyn Garden City HC and the University to agree a formal 
long-term usage agreement. 

E 
Provision at the site is of high quality and users of the site have stated to be very pleased with the quality of the hockey 
pitch and ancillary facility.  No further enhancements are recommended at this site. 

PV 

Although the site has some spare capacity on weekdays, it is currently reaching capacity at peak times of demand and 
this is likely to restrict club growth in coming years. It is not possible to provide additional hockey capacity at the site, It 
is therefore recommended to work with Welwyn Garden HC and explore the possibility to, if required, allocate any 
excess in demand at alternative sites in the area.  

QUEENSW
OOD 
SCHOOL 

Southern 
Villages 

Sand 
dressed 
(100x60) 

84.75% - 
Good 

No formal 
affiliated 
club demand 
identified 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. The site is available for community use and no formal 
hockey demand from Welwyn Hatfield-based clubs has been identified as part of this study, however, the pitch is 
utilised occasionally by Harpenden HC (imported demand). It is also used for extensive school and extracurricular 
usage. 
It is recommended to work with the school to put in place a long-term community use agreement to address the current 
lack of secured provision in the area. 

E 

It is recommended that the school are supported in addressing the issue of slippery surface on their AGP that has 
been raised by site users. Should this be rectified, the school would have increased capacity for community bookings 
and therefore be able to accommodate any overspill demand from over capacity sites – as well as potentially serving 
as a home ground from Royal Veterinary HC in the case that the club relocate from their current pitch in Hertsmere. 

PV There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 

RIDGEWAY 
ACADEMY 

Welwyn 
Garden 
City 

Sand 
Dressed 
(91x53) 

77.42% - 
Standard 

No formal 
affiliated 
club demand 
identified 

PR 

This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. No formal hockey demand from Welwyn Hatfield-
baseed clubs has been identified at the site, however a small amount of imported junior demand from Hertford HC is 
accommodated at the site. The pitch is also heavily used by the community, as well as by pupils of the school for PE 
and other physical activity. 

E 
The pitch was deemed Standard as part of the assessment, however the surface is 5-10 years old and starting to show 
some evidence of damage. Resurfacing is likely to be required within the next 5 years 

PV There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
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 Hockey Summary  

 This section summarises the findings from the hockey analysis, which will form the 

basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Table 7.12 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport 

England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the 

findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report 

but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield.  

Table 7.12 – Key PPS findings for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield  

Key Question Analysis 

What are the main 
characteristics of 
the current supply 
and demand for 
provision? 

The quality of provision across the Study Area for hockey is good, given the existence of Hertfordshire Sports 
Village. This facility is vital to provision in Welwyn Hatfield as it accommodates all local hockey demand, 
generated by Welwyn Garden City HC and University of Hertfordshire HC. However, it is not secured for long 
term community use. There is also some level of imported demand – with Harpenden HC and Hertford HC 
utilising sites within the study area occasionally – and exported demand, with RVC HC currently utilising 
facilities outside the area.  
There are also another two hockey suitable pitches, which scored as Good and Standard as part of the 
assessment – Queenwood School and Ridgeway Academy respectively. 

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
current demand 

All three hockey suitable pitches in Welwyn Hatfield lack security of long term community access and 
therefore the analysis shows a deficit of secured hockey provision across the area.  
Hertfordshire Sports Village, the only site currently used for formal hockey demand has no spare capacity 
during peak times of demand for adult and junior hockey and is heavily used during the week by the 
university teams. The hockey clubs have not identified a shortage of provision; however, this may change 
should the club experience growth in the near future. 

Is the provision 
that is accessible 
of sufficient quality 
and appropriately 
maintained? 

The existing facility Hertfordshire Sports Village is of high quality and users of the site stated to be very 
pleased with the pitch and ancillary provision at the site. The remaining two sites in the area both scored 
above the standard rating as part of the assessment.  

What are the main 
characteristics of 
the future supply 
and demand for 
provision 

Future demand for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield is projected to have very little change, through a combination 
of population growth and the conversion of latent demand (5% growth rate as agreed by England Hockey) . It 
is important to recognize that the sport has also enjoyed significant growth since the Women’s gold medal at 
the Rio Olympics, which it is hoped will stimulate further growth at both junior and adult age groups across 
the country.  
It should also be highlighted that RVC HC, who currently play at Furzefield Leisure Centre in Hertsmere, 
could potentially return to play within Welwyn Hatfield in the near future due to the potential surface 
conversion (to 3G) at this facility.  

Is there enough 
accessible and 
secured 
community use 
provision to meet 
future demand 

If all available sites are taken into consideration, the projected increase in demand could be satisfied at the 
existing hockey sites within Welwyn Hatfield. 
However, with all sites in the area lacking security of tenure, the current deficit of secured provision is likely 
to worsen by 2032. 
The future peak time analysis indicates that over the lifetime of the local plan period (2032), Hertfordshire 
Sports Village is likely to have a deficit of capacity for demand during the peak period. As a result, it is 
recommended that long-term community use agreements are put in place at existing sites and clubs are 
encouraged to displace any excess in demand at the Sports Village to other sites in the study area. 
Alternatively, the option of resurfacing existing 3G AGPs or providing new sand-based pitches should be 
explored. 
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 Tennis analysis 

 Introduction 

 The Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) is the organisation responsible for the governance of 

tennis. The Hertfordshire LTA is locally responsible for the sport in terms of county teams and 

county-based initiatives in Welwyn Hatfield. The following section provides greater detail of 

the existing strategies and national facility plans, that are currently being delivered by the 

LTA. 

 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of 

facilities for tennis and considers:   

• The supply of courts and demand for these courts.  

• The adequacy of courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 

• Recommendations moving forward.   

 Strategic Context 

 The LTA’s new strategy “Tennis Opened up” will take effect from January 2019.   

 The Mission is to: Grow tennis by making it relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable.  

 Following extensive research and collaboration with a wide range of partners, and 

stakeholders the insight informing the strategy points to many challenges for tennis.   

 There is a perception that tennis is costly, difficult to access, and difficult to play, with too 

many people thinking that tennis starts and finishes with Wimbledon. As with many traditional 

sports that are struggling to compete with people’s time and attention, there is a concern that 

tennis is losing its relevance. 

 In order to address these challenges, the stated mission of the strategy is to grow tennis by 

making it more relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable. There are 3 key objectives: 

1. Increasing the number of fans engaging with tennis from 623,602 to 1,000,000 by 2023. 

2. Grow participation by increasing the number of adults playing tennis each year from 4,018,600 

to 4,420,460. Also, increasing the frequency of adults playing tennis twice a month from 19% 

to 2.2%.  

3. Increase children’s participation in tennis. 

4. Enable 5 new players to break into the world top 100 by 2023.  

Key elements connected to growing participation include: 
 

• Visibility – Broadening the relevance and increasing the visibility of tennis all year round to 

build engagement and participation with fans and players.  

• Innovation – Innovate in the delivery of tennis to widen its appeal. 

• Investment - Support community facilities and schools to increase the opportunities to play 

• Accessibility - Make the customer journey to playing tennis easier and more accessible for 

anyone 

• Engagement - Engage and collaborate with everyone involved in delivering tennis in Britain, 

particularly coaches and volunteers to attract and maintain more people in the game. 
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• Performance - Create a pathway for British champions that nurtures a diverse team of 

players, people and leaders. 

• Leadership - Lead tennis in Britain to the highest standard so it is a safe, welcoming, well-run 

sport. 

Specifically for indoor tennis: the LTA’s future investment is based on detailed analysis of 

potential demand through the country and has identified 96 priority target areas in England, 

Scotland and Wales for the development of new indoor courts.  

To shape the new facilities and ensure they provide opportunities for people to get active 

through tennis in a way that is right for them, the LTA has also developed a model design and 

indicative costings for new community indoor tennis centres. The investment from the LTA for 

these will be provided in the form of an interest free strategic loan scheme.  

The new facilities being developed will add to the current total of more than 1,400 indoor 

courts at over 300 venues across the country, including the existing network of community 

indoor tennis centres (CITCs) supported by the LTA, commercial clubs and tennis club 

venues. 

 

 The LTA has a strategic priority to grow the number of indoor tennis courts in Great Britain to 

realise its ambition to Open Up tennis and provide all year round tennis. Part of this strategic 

plan is to protect and maintain all existing indoor tennis venues as well as increasing 

provision of indoor courts in areas of greatest need. In 2019 the LTA completed a 

comprehensive mapping report, this concluded that Welwyn & Hatfield is currently in an area 

that is served well for indoor provision via Gosling Sports Park (operated by GLL and under 

which the LTA have national partnership with) and Welwyn Tennis Club (seasonal bubble 

over two courts). The LTA priorities for the area are therefore to support both venues to 

remain sustainable and commercially viable to maintain and protect the current provision in 

meeting the demand for indoor tennis in the LA area and surrounding catchment. 

 

 Gosling Sports Park is part of the LTAs CITC network of indoor centres and as such any 

changes to tennis provision at the site would be subject to LTA input and consultation 

 

 The graphics overleaf represent an extract of the LTA national strategy and identify the 

importance of local authority park courts and facilities for the future priorities of the LTA 

 Lawn Tennis Association Insight 

 The LTA has conducted some wide-ranging research to understand what the wider public feel 

about tennis and primarily the main barriers they see to access the sport. The research has 

been split into the club, community and education sectors. The relevant headlines from the 

parks and community sections area highlighted below: 

• Around 5m pick up a racket once a year and play – majority of this in parks. 

• 36% of tennis played by those aged 14+ is on parks (14% Clubs and 22% Schools). 

• For those that don’t play tennis but would like to 80% would see a park court as their first option. 

• For people who want to play tennis in parks, they are most dissatisfied with state and condition of 

courts, ease of booking and the number of courts available to play. 

• Demand for tennis is amongst those who stopped playing in the last 5 years – but the age profile 

is wide ranging – from 14+ upwards demand for parks tennis is strong. 
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• Although there is demand amongst C2DE demographic classification the highest latent demand is 

for ABC 1 demographic classification. 

  
 

 The Sport England Active People Survey confirms the seasonal participation peaks in the 

summer. This is particularly pronounced amongst non-club and occasional players. 

 It is key to note that the correlation between the lack of ‘community’ tennis in the non-summer 

months is likely to be heavily influenced by the lack of floodlighting, which is often a 

characteristic of local authority owned courts.  

 Further research carried out by the LTA suggests that many more people would play tennis if 

they knew where courts were located, particularly local authority courts. Its assertion is that 

better promotion would increase conversion of latent demand. 

 Technology development is evolving, and it is now possible for an access gate to be 

connected to the internet via 3G / Wi-Fi. The key pad can be used to open the gate with a 

code, automatically generated by the LTA online booking system ‘clubspark’. Courts can be 

booked via mobile phone tablets and laptop / desktop. The booking system manages 

payments for the courts alongside a number of other customer relationship features. 

 It is hoped that increasing the awareness, the ease of bookings and the security of facilities 

from petty crime and vandalism will increase the conversion of latent demand to actual 

demand across the country. The LTA are therefore keen to work with local authorities, 

especially those in areas of high population, to deliver fit-for-purpose projects at sites with 

community access. 
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 Current trends and participation – Tennis 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights a slight decrease in tennis participation over 

the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 

 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 1.9% of the population (aged 16+) participated in tennis at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 

840,200 people. The survey also indicates that 6.9% - or approximately 3,092,800 people – participating in the last year. 

 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 1.9% of the population participated in the last 28 days (consistent with the previous year) and 6.6%, or 

approximately 2,971,300 people, participated in the last year. 

 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 6.3% of children and young people in school years 1-11 

participated in tennis at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school, which represents 

demand that is likely to be captured by community tennis clubs. 

 Supply Analysis 

 The following table provides a breakdown of tennis courts in the area (please note that this table refers to courts and not sites). The quality rating 

of a site is calculated using the following LTA criteria:  

● Good: Good playing surface, courts recently been upgraded, resurfaced, nets and fencing in working order. 
● Standard– Court colour is fading or showing signs of wear. The surface remains largely intact. The court life, prior to needing resurfacing, 

would be extended for up to 5 years by cleaning and repainting of the existing surface. 
● Poor: Playing surface poor, slippery playing surface, poor drainage, cracks on the playing surface and surrounding area, court markings hardly 

visible, no nets or nets damaged, surrounding fencing poor/dangerous. 
 
  Table 8.1: Outdoor tennis provision by site 

Site Name Community Use Security of Community Use Ownership Management Maintenance 
All 

Courts 
Surface Floodlit Quality 

Brookmans Park Golf Club Available Unsecured Private Sport Club 
In house 

team 
6 

Synthetic 
Grass 

4 Good 

Chancellor's School** Available Unsecured Education 
School, College or 

University 
External 

contractor 
5 Macadam 0 Standard 

David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) Available Unsecured Private 
Commercial 
Management 

In house 
team 

6 
Synthetic 

Grass 
6 Good 
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Site Name Community Use Security of Community Use Ownership Management Maintenance 
All 

Courts 
Surface Floodlit Quality 

Dellcott Family Tennis Club Available Secured Club Sport Club 
External 

contractor 
3 Macadam 0 Standard 

Digswell Playing Fields Available Secured Local Authority 
Local Authority (in 

house) 
Other (please 

specify) 
1 Macadam 1 Good 

Gosling Sports Park Available Unsecured Private  Commercial 
In house 

team 
5 

Synthetic 
Grass 

5 Good 

King George Playing Field Available Secured Local Authority 
Local Authority (in 

house) 
External 

contractor 
6 

Synthetic 
Grass 

6 Good 

Newgate Street Village Hall Available Unsecured Local Authority 
Local Authority (in 

house) 
External 

contractor 
2 Macadam 0 Good 

Orchard Lawn Tennis Club Not Available Unsecured Local Authority Sport Club 
External 

contractor 
3 

Synthetic 
Grass 

0 Standard 

Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club* Available Unsecured Private Sport Club 
External 

contractor 

3 
Synthetic 

Grass 
3 

Good 

2 Macadam 0 

Queenswood School Available Unsecured Education 
School, College or 

University 
In house 

team 
7 Macadam 0 Good 

Sherrardswood School Not Available Secured Education 
School, College or 

University 
In house 

team 
2 Macadam 0 Good 

Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club Available Secured Local Authority Sport Club 
External 

contractor 

6 
Synthetic 

Grass 
6 

Good 

4 Macadam 4 

 

 
 
* Club’s lease end’s on 1/5/2019 and the site is being redeveloped as a hotel complex. 
** Consultation with Sport England revealed that there is currently a planning application being considered for redeveloping the site’s court for a sports hal l with a new 
games court being provided to replace the existing one, however this would be 4 courts. 
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 Key site summaries 

 Table 8.2 below summarises the key tennis sites in Welwyn Hatfield 

 Provisional findings from the supply-side analysis: 

• There is a total of 61outdoor tennis courts across 13 sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 

• There is a good coverage of community accessible courts across the study area, it is to 

be highlighted that community access at club sites is reduced, within Welwyn Hatfield, 

along with a lack of good process at park sites reducing the availability to the community.  

• 10 out of 13 sites are considered to be of good quality, with the remaining two sites being 

of average quality. 

• There are 35 floodlit courts in the study area. 

 

Table 8.2: Key Site Summary 

Site Name Summary 

Ponsbourne 
Tennis Club 

At present on site are five good quality tennis courts, three of which are floodlit, and a 
small organised clubhouse.   
The tennis club has been built up from nothing by the two Directors of Tennis & 
coaches, Tony Scott & Keith Garber, by using their own personal money, through good 
planning, physical hard work, organisation, and a passionate enthusiasm to create a 
first-class tennis club & facilities for the local community. This has also been helped 
along with a specific tennis court renovation contribution from the site owners. 
The club has grown in size dramatically over recent years; however, there has been a 
slight decline in recent years due to promised potential developments by the landlords 
falling through & the insecurity of the whole estate being sold. 
The key priorities for the club, in terms of developments, is to add a sixth court on site, 
and expand the size & improve the current clubhouse, with new changing 
rooms/showers/toilets, larger/open social lounge & bar/refreshment area, fitness studio, 
kitchen, and pro shop. 
The tennis club is seen as a hub in the community, and one which can supply high 
quality & pleasant sports/social facilities, social tennis, coaching, and tournament tennis 
to the local community. 
The club has now been informed by their landlords that the land has been sold and the 
new owners are going to build a hotel complex. A number of the tennis courts will be 
retained on site but will be used only for hotel guests and will not be available for 
community use. Their lease ends on 01/05/19 and so at this moment the club and their 
270 members will be without a tennis facility. 

Welwyn 
Hatfield 
Tennis Club 

Along with outdoor tennis provision, the site can bubble off two of the outdoor courts for 
winter usage. The club have 11 years left on their lease to the council, where the parish 
council take half the land and the district council take the other half. The club have had 
three courts recently resurfaced, along with floodlighting, through LTA funding. These 
courts are in great condition and the club maintain these suitably, along with good 
maintenance to all courts. The site do not have any issues with the courts at present, 
however they may potentially look to expand to the rear. This would be on land that the 
club have in their lease, yet it is on a public bypass where plans have been rejected by 
the local rambling club before. The club would look to establish 2 macadam courts and 
floodlight them to meet demand from the members. The ancillary facility is also of good 
quality, and the club are currently investing into the changing and toilet facilities. The 
only other issue on site is that the club are concerned that the lease agreement, when 
renewing, will be too expensive for the club and unreasonable. 

King George 
Playing Field 

The site appears to be owned and managed by the parish council. There is an ancillary 
facility and adult 11v11 football pitch to the south of the site, included in the assessment, 
there is potential for this area to have different ownership and management, potentially 
Cuffley FC; however, this is hard to determine as there was no consultation on site. 
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Site Name Summary 

Along with football provision, there are also six floodlit synthetic grass tennis courts and 
an ancillary which appears to meet this demand and are part of Northaw and Cuffley 
Lawn Tennis Club. The site is open from all sides, yet does not appear to suffer from 
dog fouling or anti-social behaviour. The pitches appear to be well used and the 
drainage seems to be sufficient which may be aided by the gradual slope of the site. 
There is also sufficient play area and MUGA facilities on site, 5v5, and these are well 
maintained and in a standard condition. There are no summer sports present on site, 
other than tennis. 

 
 

 Supply vs Demand 

 Table 8.3 below shows how the total estimated membership capacity for each Club 

and Community site calculated by the LTA from existing data. Tables 8.4 and 8.5, 

also below, shows the capacity for membership at each of these sites. 

Table 8.3: LTA membership capacity calculations  

Court Type Membership Capacity 

Non-floodlit outdoor 40 

Floodlit outdoor 60 

Grass outdoor 20 

Park Site 250 

Education Site 100 

 

Table 8.4: Tennis site capacity scores  

 

Site Name 
All 

Courts 
Surface Floodlit Quality Capacity 

Brookmans Park Golf Club 6 Synthetic Grass 4 Good 320 

Chancellor's School 5 Macadam 0 Standard 200 

David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) 6 Synthetic Grass 6 Good 360 

Dellcott Family Tennis Club 3 Macadam 0 Standard 120 

Digswell Playing Fields 1 Macadam 1 Good 60 

Gosling Sports Park 5 Synthetic Grass 5 Good 300 

King George Playing Field 6 Synthetic Grass 6 Good 360 

Newgate Street Village Hall 2 Macadam 0 Good 80 

Orchard Lawn Tennis Club 3 Synthetic Grass 0 Standard 120 

Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club 3/2 
Synthetic Grass/ 

Macadam 
3/0 Good 200 

Queenswood School 7 Macadam 0 Good 280 

Sherrardswood School 2 Macadam 0 Good 80 

Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 6/4 
Synthetic Grass/ 

Macadam 
6/4 Good 480 
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Table 8.5: Demand of Community Tennis Courts in Welwyn Hatfield 

 
*Assumes that members Ponsbourne Tennis Club continue to play Tennis elsewhere in the borough. 

 Table 8.6: Demand of All Tennis Courts in Welwyn Hatfield 

Number of courts Capacity 

Tennis Demand 

Actual Demand Latent Demand Total Demand 

61 2960 2026 2214 4240 

 

 Table 8.6 shows that courts accessible to the community in Welwyn Hatfield have a 

capacity for 2960 people to play tennis compared to an estimated actual demand of 

2026 people. This means that tennis facilities in Welwyn Hatfield are currently 

operating at 68% of their operational capacity.* 

 It should also be noted that the LTA are looking to convert between 5-10% of latent 

demand into actual demand through schemes such as Pay-and-Play and Parks 

tennis schemes. In Welwyn Hatfield therefore, the estimated level of realistic demand 

to be achieved in the short to medium term is 424. Given that the current level of 

membership at clubs is 677, this means that demand generated by 424 people with a 

casual demand for tennis should be met through pay and play or free to access 

courts, along with spare capacity at club sites 

  

 
 

 Supply vs Demand 

 Table 8.7 below outlines the key emerging issues and development priorities, from 

clubs within Welwyn Hatfield that responded to 4globals survey. 

Table 8.7: Club consultation summaries 

 
 
* This is subject to change. Ponsbourne Tennis Club site is being redeveloped after the club’s lease runs 
out on 01/05/19, leading to a reduction of capacity by 200. This will mean that tennis facilities will be at 
73% of their operational capacity, when considering demand as a whole in Welwyn Hatfield.  

Club 
Current 

Membership 
Current Capacity Balance 

Orchard Tennis Club 200 120 -80 

Brookmans Park 200 320 120 

Ponsbourne Tennis Club 277 200 -77 

Total 677 640 -37 

Total – after closure of Ponsbourne TC 677 440* -237 

Club Club Summary 
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Table 8.8: Summary of Findings and LTA Consultation 

Orchard Tennis 
The club requested that owner (i.e. the Council) provides more support with regard to 
maintaining the road to the club (which also provides access to local garages) and giving 
greater rights to prevent unauthorised people parking on the land which the club have 
rights over and are responsible for under the terms of their lease. The clubs main main 
priorities are to increase the number of members and re-stabilise the coaching 
programme. The club has run successfully for many years and will probably continue to 
do so. The main change which could help going forwards would be investment in 
floodlighting. Positive support from the council on this topic would probably be needed 
also, with regard to both approval and providing a longer lease term. 
 

Brookmans Park 
In terms of key priorities for the club, there is a need for new court surfaces and outdated 
Clubhouse furniture, with the hope of increasing quality of provision along with attracting 
members, is a key priority for the club. 

KEY FINDINGS 

 
Supply: 

• There are 68 outdoor courts across 13 sites 

• There are 35 floodlit courts across the study area 

• Across Welwyn Hatfield, sites are currently under-operating at 68% of their capacity 

Demand: 

• Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool indicates that 2026 people currently play tennis in 

Welwyn Hatfield. 

• Across the 61 courts, there is a capacity for 2960 people, however the current demand in 

Welwyn Hatfield for Tennis is below this, at 2326. 

Supply vs Demand: 

• The current level of total demand for tennis facilities in Welwyn Hatfield means that across 

the study area, the current stock of courts is under-operating at 68% of their capacity. 

• It is apparent that there is an over-supply of tennis courts that are available to the community 

in the study area, however when considering the conversion of latent demand, the sites are 

operating over capacity.  

LTA:  
At this current time there is a healthy balance between actual demand and Capacity. Despite this, in order to 
convert latent demand into actual demand, the council may have to look at how they are managing their park 
facilities. In order to cater for increasing demand, the existing park facilities may need to be expanded or 
improved to have a greater carrying capacity. This point may become more apparent when considering the loss 
of tennis provision available to the community at Ponsbourne Tennis Club.  
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 Netball analysis 

 Introduction 

 Netball in England is administered by Netball England, the national governing 

body for the sport. 

 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are 

currently being delivered by Netball England 

 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the 

adequacy of facilities for tennis and considers:   

• The supply of courts and demand for these courts.  

• The adequacy of courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 

• Recommendations moving forward.   

VISION, MISSION AND VALUES 

 The 10-1-1 policy refers to three key targets for the sport:  

• Aspire to establish netball as a top 10 participation sport in England 

• Aspire to establish netball as the first-choice team sport for women and girls. 

• Aspire to achieve and maintain Number 1 World ranking status.   

STRATEGIC GOALS 

 In achieving these 3 central aspirations, England Netball has established 4 

strategic goals:  

• Grow Participation in the netball by an average of 10,000 participants per year 

• Deliver a 1st class member and participant experience 

• Establish the national team as number 1 in the world by winning the World Netball 

Championships 

• Lead an effective and progressive infrastructure enabling all involved in the netball 

experience to collaborate as one team aligned behind one dream 

GUIDING PRINCIPALS 

 Finally, Netball England has identified 9 guiding principles to help shape decision 

making within the organisation:  

• We are a customer-focused sport business. We will always place the participant at 

the heart of everything we do and provide the best quality service we can but we will 

balance that with the need to grow and manage a sustainable business 

• We will value and respect the contribution and needs of our volunteer workforce who 

are integral to our success  

• We will centrally coordinate and locally deliver our portfolio of programmes and 

products targeting resources at the point of need (one size does not fit all), by 

ensuring pathways are integrated and securing a return to on our investment 

(financially or socially) creating capacity to reinvest in the business and deliver long-

term sustainability 
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• We will be innovative and progressive in our thinking, always connecting short-term 

actions to medium-term strategies and long-term goals, while striving to improve the 

quality and standard of what we do and how we do it. 

• We will work as ‘one team aligned to one dream’ for the benefit of netball in England 

and as such we will succeed or fail together. 

• We will work in partnership and collaboration where there is a mutual benefit in terms 

of operational effectiveness and efficiency, value for money and added value for 

participants in netball. 

• We will develop, enable and encourage programmes and activities that have a 

positive and beneficial impact on the lives of netball participants. 

• We will establish integrated planning and process pathways that enable rather than 

constrain service excellence, making England Netball easy to do business with and 

add value to the participant. 

• We will recognise and celebrate individual and collective contributions and success. 

DELIVERY METHODS 

 In order to deliver the strategic goals of netball, Netball England has established 

multiple participation programmes. These programmes are detailed below: 

Traditional 7-aside: 7 aside is the longstanding format of the game that most girls are 

introduced to at school. The game is played to a professional level as part of the Netball 

Super league to regional amateur leagues around the country. 

Back to Netball: A key participation programme for netball, Back to Netball sessions are 

run nationally with the intention of reintroducing women back into the sport. Netball 

England report that over 60,000 women have taken part in these sessions since 2010. 

Netball Now: A turn up and play session of netball with an emphasis on low organisation 

for the player, with no assigned teams or organised leagues. Netball Now targeted at 16-

21year olds and is seen as a partner to the Back to Netball programme. 

High 5: The entry game for netball targeted at children aged 9-11. The game can be 

mixed or single sex and is designed to get children playing the game in an active and 

enjoyable way. 

I Heart Leagues: Designed to provide a social and gentle introduction into match play. 

The leagues are designed for players who have participated in the Back to Netball 

program or Social Players looking for a weekly, light but competitive game. 

Netball in the City: An annual competition that targets corporate teams based around 

central venues in large cities. The closest league to Welwyn is in Welwyn Garden City. 

Nets: A fast, tactical variant of 7 aside netball, Nets is a high impact version of netball 

played exclusively indoors in high tensions cages. The closest Nets venue to Welwyn is 

‘Play on’ in Whitechapel. 

Walking Netball: A slower version of the 7 aside game played only at walking pace. The 

programme is targeted at older demographics with a key focus on sociability and 

enjoyment. 

 Current trends and participation – Netball 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights a slight decrease in netball participation over the last two 

years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
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 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.6% of the population (aged 16+) 

participated in netball at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 282,000 

people. The survey also indicates that 2.2% - or approximately 968,000 people – 

participating in the last year. 

 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that participation in the last 28 days remains 

consistent at 0.6%, however participation in the last year is reduced to 

2.1%(approximately 963,000 people). 

 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) 

indicates that 5.9% of children and young people in school years 1-11 

participated in netball at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that 

this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that 

is likely to be captured by community netball clubs  

 Supply 

 The following section will detail the supply of outdoor netball facilities in Welwyn 

Hatfield. 

 Table 9.1 below shows the outdoor provision of netball courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Table 9.2 below shows the indoor provision of netball courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 

Table 9.1 Outdoor Netball Facilities  

Site Ownership 
Management 

Type 
Courts Surface Floodlit 

Available 
to 

community 

Overall 
Rating 

Bishops 
Hatfield 
School 

Education Education 6 

3x 
Tarmac 

No Available 

3x Tarmac 
(Standard) 

3x 
Macadam 

3x 
Macadam 

(Good) 

DeHavilland 
Primary 
School 

Education Education 1 Tarmac No 
Not 

Available 
Standard 

Herts Sports 
Village (De 
Hav 
Campus) 

Education Education 2 Tarmac Yes Available Standard 

Stanborough 
School 

Education Education 9 Macadam Yes Available Good 

 
 

Table 9.2: Indoor Netball Facilities  

Site Ownership 
Management 

Type 
Courts Surface Floodlit 

Available 
to 

community 

Overall 
Rating 

Stanborough 
School 

Education Education 1 Indoor No Available Good 

Birchwood 
Leisure 
Centre 

Local 
Authority 

Local 
Authority 

1 Indoor No Available Standard 

Bishops 
Hatfield 
School 

Education Education 1 Indoor No Available Standard 

University of 
Hertfordshire 
Sports 
Village 

Education Education 4 Indoor No Available  Good 

Ridgeway 
Academy 

Education Education 1 Indoor No Available Standard 
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Table 9.3: Selected Site Summaries 

Site Summary 

Stanborough 
School 

The Stanborough Netball Centre is a nationally recognised outdoor sports facility built to 
national governing body specifications in 2016 and with support from England Netball, Sport 
England and WHBC. It is a key netball site in Hertfordshire and acts as a netball academy and 
a centre of excellence. 
Provision at the site includes nine high-quality floodlit courts that are well utilised by the 
community, along with a suitable ancillary facility.  
Stanborough School is the home of both the Welwyn Hatfield League and County Netball 
Association. It has also hosted the national school’s competition for the past two years.  
The condition of the courts are good and have been resurfaced recently. There is suitable, 
secure parking on site, along with appropriate fencing around the netball courts and around the 
site as a whole. The site does not appear to suffer from anti-social behaviour or dog fouling.  

Hertfordshire 
Sports Village 

The site hast a wide range of indoor provision that are available to the community and heavily 
used, including three good quality netball courts. 
Netball is a key performance sport at the University and is becoming known nationwide as one 
of the sector’s most successful programmes, with the first team recently having won the BUCS 
National Championship in 2017-18. 
The site also hosts the Saracens Mavericks, who compete in the Vitality Netball Superleague.  

 

 Demand 

 Table 9.4 shows the facilities that are used for competitive netball matches in 

Welwyn and the number of hours of demand placed on them. 

 Table 9.4 shows that there is a total of 12.5 hours of netball demand across the 

borough. 

 
Table 9.4: Match Demand for Netball in Welwyn Hatfield  

Site Name 
Total Number of 
Netball Courts 

Weekly Demand for matches (hours) 

Stanborough School 10  8.5 

University of Hertfordshire 
Sports Village 

3 4 

 Table 9.5 shows the facilities that are used for netball training in Welwyn Hatfield 

and the number of hours of demand placed on them. 

Table 9.5: Training demand for Netball in Welwyn Hatfield (Outdoor) 

Site Name 
Total Number of 
Netball Courts 

Weekly Demand for training (hours) 

Stanborough School 10  7 

Birchwood Leisure Centre 1  2.5 

University of Hertfordshire 
Sports Village 

3 3.5 

Ridgeway Academy 1 2 
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 All clubs were invited to form part of the Netball Consultation. Table 9.6 shows a 

summary of the consultations provided by the one responding club, Hatfield 

Netball Club. Other clubs have been included but a direct consultation was not 

undertaken. 

Table 9.6: Summary of demand and consultations from Netball clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 

Club Consultation Summary 

Hatfield 
Netball 
Club 

There are 350 senior members present in the club, with matches based at Stanborough School for at 
least 7 hours a week. The club do not feel as though they have reached full capacity but have 
highlighted key issues preventing them from expanding. The club have suggested that there is a lack 
of accessible community courts, both indoor and outdoor, within Welwyn Hatfield. The club hope that 
with the opportunity to play at better quality facilities, this will allow them to improve the quality of 
netball present but also to increase membership capacity. 
Training 
Juniors: 
2.5 hours @ Birchwood Leisure Centre per week 
2.5 hours @ Stanborough School per week 
1.5 hours @ University of Hertfordshire Sports Village per week 
Adults: 
2 hours @ University of Hertfordshire Sports Village per week 
2 hours @ Ridgeway Academy per week 
3 hours @ Stanborough School 

SAS 
Netball 
Club* 

SAS Netball club have 5 adult netball teams and 9 junior netball teams. They host adult and junior 
tournaments at Stanborough School. Much of their training is done at facilities outside of the Welwyn 
Hatfield border. 
Training 
Juniors: 
1.5 hours @ Stanborough School per week 

Kardale 
netball 
club* 

The club has 5 senior teams and 6 junior teams. The first team (Pinks) play in Herts League Division 
3 and the games are played at Stanborough School on Sundays. Additionally, their Sunday league 
and Tuesday evening league are played at Stanborough School.  

Saracens 
Mavericks 

Consultation with the club was not possible, this is an elite club that competes in the Vitality Netball 
Superleague and plays home matches at the Hertfordshire Sports Village. As well as the 
Superleague team, the cub also has U21, U19 and U17 squads. 

*Teams that did not respond to 4global’s survey. 

 Summary and Recommendations 

 The section examines the supply and demand for indoor and outdoor netball 

facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 There are four recorded outdoor netball facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, with a 

combined total of 18 courts. 

 All outdoor and indoor courts are located on sites related to education and local 

authority. 

 The audit has also highlighted the underutilisation of outdoor facilities in the study 

area. 
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 Lacrosse analysis 

 Introduction and Strategic Context 

 England Lacrosse is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and 

elite Lacrosse in England, with the season operating from September to April.  

ENGLAND LACROSSE 10 YEAR STRATEGY (2012-2022) 

 In 2012, England Lacrosse published it’s 10year strategy, stating that the overall 

vision of England Lacrosse in this time is ‘being to be recognised as a major team 

sport in England’. This is coupled with the mission to promote and develop 

lacrosse, in all its forms, by working with its members, stakeholders and others to 

ensure that opportunities exist for individuals to participate and achieve 

excellence in the sport of Lacrosse 

 The following key values underpin the strategy: 

• Excellence: Provide a high-quality experience and interaction with all our members 

and other parties  

• Accountability: Recognise that we have clear responsibilities and commit to ethical, 

equitable and safe practices and challenge exclusion and poor practice  

• Respect: Value the contribution of all  

• Integrity: Act at all time with openness and transparency to build mutual trust and co-

operation with members and stakeholders  

• Teamwork: Value the contributions of individuals and work collectively as a team 

• Inclusivity: An enjoyable experience for all  

KEY OUTCOMES 

 The 10 year strategy includes the following key objectives and priorities relevant 

to the PPS: 

• Increased Membership  

• Increased and diverse sources of funding  

• Greater access to appropriate facilities  

• Staging national and international events  

• Establishing national centres  

ORGANISATIONAL ACTIONS 

 Along with key outcomes, organisational actions have been identified by England 

Lacrosse in order to achieve the intended outcomes  

• To develop the business and provide greater financial independence from 

government support, by increasing the number of members and their financial 

contribution to the organisation  
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• Developing a range of commercial partnerships to support the sport in order to ensure 

access to appropriate training and playing facilities by developing a national facilities 

strategy  

ENGLAND LACROSSE BUSINESS PLAN 2016-2020 

 In 2016, England Lacrosse published the England Lacrosse Business Plan for the 

next four years. This document again highlighted the vision of becoming a 

recognised major team sport along with specifying key target groups. The 

document states that England Lacrosse will focus operations on female and male 

participation between the age range of 10-30 years of age. This plan will 

encompass: 

• School age lacrosse up to 18 

• Club expansion through developing the INTO recreational brand  

• 12month participation programme  

• Relevant events to support participation growth  

• A more commercially minded approach to the operational priorities  

ENGLAND LACROSSE DIVERSITY POLICY AND ACTION PLAN 2017-2021 

 The England Lacrosse Diversity Policy and Action plan spans a four-year period 

and is crucial to ensuring that the expansion of participation continues, profile 

enhancement continues and that more partners join the organisation in achieving 

its goals. The strategy adds an interesting consideration with regard to PPS: 

• Raise awareness of key organisational decisions regarding gender diversity  

• Implement effective processes to develop diverse board recruitment from lacrosse 

core market populations, stakeholders and networks  

• Ensure that England Lacrosse maintains a diverse leadership, equipped to act as 

ambassadors for equality, diversity and inclusion in all that they do  

 Current trends and participation – Lacrosse 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights that lacrosse participation over the last two years (May 16/17 

- May 17/18) has remained consistent at 0.1% of the population, or approximately 

60,900 people. 

 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) 

indicates that 0.1% of children and young people in school years 1-11 

participated in lacrosse at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that 

this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that 

is likely to be captured by community lacrosse clubs 

 Supply 

 There are two sites in Welwyn Hatfield comprising of 1 lacrosse pitch each. 

Lacrosse sites across the study area are shown in Table 10.1 by the number of 

pitches, to reflect the significance of each ownership and management type. 

Table 10.1 – Ownership of Lacrosse pitches in Welwyn Hatfield. 
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Organisation Type Ownership Management 

Education 2 2 

 

 Table 10.1 shows that all formal pitch provision in the study area is based at 

education sites, and consequently the site manage all competitive fixtures and 

training, and do not have to export demand to outside of the study area. 

 Table 10.2 provides a breakdown of the Lacrosse sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 

Table 10.2 – Lacrosse Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 

Site Name Postcode 
Community 
use on site 

Security 
of Use 

Ownership Pitches Rating 

University of 
Hertfordshire 
Sports Centre 

YO10 5NA Available 
Unsecured 

Hired 
Education 1 senior Good 

Applecroft 
School 

AL8 6LA Available 
Unsecured 

Hired 
Education 1 senior Standard 

 

 Demand 

 There are 2 club’s that have been identified as playing Lacrosse in Welwyn 

Hatfield. Their home-grounds and the number of members they field are detailed 

in Table 10.3, along with consultation reviews found in Table 10.4 

Table 10.3: Lacrosse profiles for clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 

Club name Home Ground No. of active members 

Welwyn 
Warriors 
Lacrosse Club 

University of 
Hertfordshire Sports 
Centre/ Applecroft 

School 

40 

University of 
Hertfordshire 
Lacrosse Club* 

University of 
Hertfordshire Sports 

Centre 
- 

Total 40 

*teams that did not respond to 4globals demand survey. 
 

Table 10.4: Summary of demand consultations from Lacrosse Clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 

Club Consultation Summary 

Welwyn Warriors 
Lacrosse Club 

We used to have an NGB supported development programme, which came 
to a sudden end with new Visa restrictions, two years ago. This effectively 
destroyed our youth development programme and our ability to promote 
women’s lacrosse. We have just started to rebuild our junior programme but 
have not been able to make progress on rebuilding our women’s section. We 
aim to continue to rebuild our junior section. We also still have in our Club 
development programme the ambition to re-establish a women’s section and 
also try to run three men’s senior teams. 
 
3G pitch is used for matches (men’s senior league takes place on Saturday 
afternoons). We use the hockey astro for mid-week training under flood lights 
one night a week and also try to share a fitness session with the University's 
men’s lacrosse team at the College Lane site. 
 
We would like to train on 3G - which is more appropriate for a body contact 
sport like lacrosse - but it is not available - hence the use of the Hockey Astro 
turf which is too hard. We would ideally like a longer-term commitment to the 
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Club Consultation Summary 

security of the 3G pitch on a Saturday - which is critical to our participation in 
the League. Instead we have to wait for confirmation that we have the pitch 
on a year by year basis. 
 
Women’s league lacrosse games take place on a Sunday. We will struggle to 
find a facility again if we do have a women’s team as this conflicts with peak 
time for other sports like football etc. Also, junior lacrosse games also tend to 
take place on Sunday - so pitch space is again an issue. 
 
Our training costs during the winter are by far our biggest financial burden 
and we struggle to find a way of meeting them each year. Also, it means that 
we generally have to find ways of cross subsiding our junior section - as 
whilst we collect money from juniors, we often cannot charge full cost 
recovery rates if we weren’t to encourage participation. 
 
Finally, our NGB is very poorly resourced, therefore we effectively are left to 
our own devices to promote and develop what is a minority sport. We are 
members of WHSPAA and the Herts Sports Partnership and have found their 
help and support very valuable in recent years, given that situation. 
 
Also, we have found finding venues to host training, matches and 
competitions extremely difficult over the years. Despite the pitch 
requirements for lacrosse not being that different from football, we find a 
resistance to us being able to hire facilities even when they are available - 
allegedly due to concerns about dual marking of pitches, playing surface 
pressure etc. It would be helpful going forward that when new 3G facilities 
come on stream, and community use agreements are negotiated, that the 
needs of minority sports like lacrosse are recognized and access capability is 
built in. 

 

 England Lacrosse consultation – key strategic focus 

 Through consultation with England Lacrosse, the following three key areas of 

strategic focus for Lacrosse in Welwyn Hatfield have been identified: 

 Supporting local club and their current and future participation needs, 

 Supporting the growth of Lacrosse within the higher education sector, including 

the University of Hertfordshire with exit routes for Lacrosse players, supporting 

transition into community playing opportunities, 

 Supporting the Lacrosse playing schools and re-engagement with POP Lacrosse, 

providing junior programmes and exit routes for players within community 

Lacrosse. 
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 Golf analysis 

 Introduction  

 England Golf are the governing body of amateur golf in England  

 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are 

currently being delivered by the England Golf  

 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the 

adequacy of facilities for golf and considers: 

• The supply of facilities and demand for these, 4global data  

• The adequacy of facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, 4global data  

• A facility planning enquiry from England Golf, detailing key overarching priorities and 

issues within Welwyn Hatfield. 

 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are 

currently being delivered by the England Golf  

 England Golf is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and elite 

Golf in England, with the season operating from September to April.  

 Strategic Context  

 Golf is the fifth largest participation sport in the country, with around 650,000 

members belonging to one of 1900 affiliated clubs and a further 2 million people 

playing golf independently outside of club membership. Since 2004, participation 

and club membership has been in decline and has only recently shown signs of 

levelling off. 

 England Golf published the ‘Raising Our Game’ strategy in 2014, which clearly 

defined the organisation’s strategic direction for the 2014-2017 window. This 

document highlights the need for a strategy to enhance market understanding of 

current golf facilities, one of the key considerations to increasing participation, 

and map alongside segmentation 

 Jigsaw research were commissioned by England Golf in 2015, in order to create 

a market segmentation which is specific to golf. The research identified that 24% 

of adults in England are potential players. This is made up of: 9% current players, 

8% lapsed players and 7% latent players – amounting to a target market of 9.6 

million. It also provided England Golf with 9 defined profiles and clearly identified 

behaviours, motivations and barriers within each one 

 England Golf’s mapping report is able to identify the total number of golfers within 

a 20-minute catchment. This number will include current, lapsed and latent 

golfers – the full 24% 

 Table 11.1 below outlines the key findings from the consultation with England 

Golf  

Table 11.1: Golf England Consultation Summary 

England Golf 
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Improved market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their existing 
members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. Customer focus is critical to this 
success. Given the high level of demand across both club based and independent profiles, there is 
clearly scope for the existing clubs to offer additional non-traditional playing opportunities wherever 
appropriate. As each club/facility has its own place in the market, there may also be further 
opportunities for some clubs to work more collaboratively in terms of creating pathways where 
appropriate and collectively cater for the needs of all golfing profiles.  

 

MARKET SEGMENTS 

• Relaxed Members: focus is on enjoying the game, not fanatical but like to play regularly 

• Older Traditionalists: have a deep love for golf and take the game seriously 

• Younger Traditionalists: focus on competing and playing well in a social setting. Really 

enjoy golf but also have other demands on their time. 

• Younger Fanatics: focus on competition and playing well. Really enjoy playing but also 

have many other interests  

• Younger Actives: balance between playing and socialising. Enjoy golf ‘now and then’ 

• Late Enthusiasts: enjoy but do not love the game. This group could love golf if time 

pressures were alleviated. More about playing the game rather than socialising  

• Occasional: social side is much more important a motivator than the game. Enjoy playing 

but little passion for golf  

• Time Pressed: focus is on spending time with the family/ partner — this is a bigger draw 

than golf itself. Enjoy the game, but little passion.  

• Social Couples: focus is on spending time with the family/ partner. This is a bigger draw 

than golf itself. Enjoy the game, but little passion. 

• Casual Fun: only real appeal is social side Enjoy the game now and again, but no 

enthusiasm for golf 

 Table 11.2 below shows how the estimated demand generated by these 

segments in broken down  

Table 11.2: Demand Breakdown by Segment 

Segment Active Lapsed Latent 

1: Relaxed Members 86% 6% 8% 

2: Older Traditionalists 96% 4% 0% 

3: Younger Traditionalists 74% 26% 0% 

4: Younger Fanatics 79% 21% 0% 

5: Younger Actives 30% 35% 35% 

6: Late Enthusiasts 28% 33% 39% 

7: Occasional Time Pressed 23% 43% 34% 

8: Social Couples 36% 34% 31% 

9: Casual Fun 26% 48% 26% 

 Current trends and participation – Golf 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights that golf participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - 

May 17/18) has remained consistent 

 Both the May 16/17 and May 17/18 surveys indicate that 2.1% of the population 

(aged 16+) participated in golf at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 
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945,700 people. The surveys also indicates that 9.2% - or approximately 

4,125,500 people – participating in the last year. 

 The Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 

0.3% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in golf at 

least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation 

outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by 

community clubs. 

 Supply  

 This section summarises the supply of golf facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Table 11.3 below details the supply of Golf Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 

Table 11.3: Golf Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name 
Security 
of Use 

Ownership Management 
Maintenanc

e 
Facility Quality  

Brockett Hall 
Golf Club 

Secured Private Private 
In house 

team 
Golf 18 

Std 
Good 

Brookmans 
Park Golf 
Club 

Secured Private Sport Club 
In house 

team 
Golf 18 

Std 
Good 

Essendon 
Country 
Club  

Secured Private Sport Club 
In house 

team 

Driving 
Range 

Good 
Golf 18 

Std 

Mill Green 
Golf Club 

Secured Private 
Commercial 
Management 

In house 
team 

Golf 18 
Std 

Good 

Panshanger 
Golf 
Complex 

Secured 
Local 

Authority 
Commercial 
Management 

In house 
team 

Golf 18 
Std 

Standard 

Welwyn 
Garden City 
Golf Club 

Secured Club Sport Club 
In house 

team 
Golf 18 

Std 
Poor 

 

 Table 11.3 shows there are 6 golf facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. All of the sites 

offer 18-hole courses, with multiple site having a pro shop present. The largest 

owner of facilities are private entities (66%), with there being one authority owned 

course within the study area. 

COURSE QUALITY 

 Table 11.3 shows that 66% of the golf courses located in Welwyn Hatfield are 

scored as ‘Good’, with the one site being of standard condition, and with one poor 

site present also. It should be noted that this site has been scored as poor due to 

the vandalism and anti-social behaviour that is present. 

COURSE QUALITY 

 Table 11.4 summaries each of the golf sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 

Table 1.3: Golf Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name Notes 
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Essendon 
Country Club 

There is no other sporting provision on site, other than the golf facilities. The club have 
1000 members and offer both full memberships and also pay and play options for non-
members. Due to the maintenance arrangement on site, there is suitable equipment and 
resources on hand, and the course reflects this. The site has no issues at present, 
however they are potentially looking at establishing pod accommodation on site - this is 
set to go to planning shortly however no other information regarding this could be 
established. 

Panshanger Golf 
Complex 

Along with outdoor provision, there are also two squash courts and a restaurant present. 
The site is well maintained throughout and has a range of membership options for 
community access. The site has suitable car parking and is open at all sides. There 
does not appear to be any issues with anti-social behaviour or vandalism, as expected, 
and there are no outstanding issues present on site. No further information could be 
obtained due to no consultation being present on site. 

Welwyn Garden 
City Golf Club 

The course is owned and managed by the golf club and maintained to a high level by a 
6-man in-house team of groundsmen. The course is 18-holes and there is a short and 
long-distance practice area. The club does not have a pitch&putt area or a driving range 
due to lack of available space and little demand or request by the members. The 
clubhouse has 2 large male and female changing rooms, a large bar/function area and a 
dining hall upstairs, equipped with a large kitchen for functions or events. The course is 
predominantly used by the members of the club, however, pay and play is available. 
The club would like to continue with their restoration works on the bunkers throughout 
the course and refurbish the clubhouse. 

Brookman Park 
Golf Club 

No consultation on site. There are 6 tennis courts present onsite, with 4 being synthetic 
grass and 2 being macadam in terms of surface type. The synthetic grass courts are 
floodlit, however, floodlights on the macadam courts are not present. There is evidence 
of moulding and surface damage present on the synthetic grass courts however the 
macadam courts appear to have been resurfaced more recently and therefore do not 
show signs of such wear. The courts are joined with a suitable ancillary and car parking 
provision, that appear to be shared with the golf course also. The golf course is 
maintained by an in-house team and is of standard to good quality throughout. The site 
shows no signs of anti-social behaviour or vandalism and this is assumed to be due to 
well monitored site and the surrounding area. 

 

FACILITY PLANNING ENQUIRY: WELWYN HATFIELD -EASTERN 

Background 

 Golf is the fifth largest participation sport in the Country, with around 650,000 

members belonging to one of 1900 affiliated clubs and a further 2 million people 

playing golf independently outside of club membership. Since 2004, participation 

and club membership has been in decline and has only recently shown signs of 

levelling off 

 England Golf published the ‘Raising Our Game’ strategy in 2014, which clearly 

defined the organisation’s strategic direction for the 2014-2017 window. This 

document highlighted the need for a strategy to enhance market understanding of 

the size and shape of the golfing market and to map alongside the golfing 

facilities catering for that demand 

 Jigsaw research were commissioned by England Golf in 2015, in order to create 

a market segmentation which is specific to golf. The research identified that 24% 

of adults in England are potential players. This is made up of – 9% current 

players, 8% lapsed players and 7% latent players – amounting to c.9.6 million 

people in total. It also provided England Golf with 9 defined profiles and clearly 

identified behaviours, motivations and barriers within each one 
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 England Golf then worked with LCMB, facility consultancy, to utilise the 

segmentation work to develop a facility strategy and create some practical tools 

to overlay supply with demand. When looking at a club, Local Authority or 

Region, our mapping report is able to identify the total number of golfers within a 

20-minute catchment. This number will include current, lapsed and latent golfers 

– the full 24% 

Methodology 

 The mapping tool is a statistical data engine that identifies golfing demand within 

a 20-minute drive of each golf facility within England. It does this by utilising the 

demographic information taken from the CACI Acorn model and applies a 

statistical analysis to convert demographics into a likely breakdown of the 9 

golfing profiles, as identified by the Jigsaw Research 

 The tool allows us to identify the dominant profiles within the catchment area and 

review by Region and Local Authority and also by a specific club/facility. This can 

then be used to predict likely demand for each type of facility and to support 

informed marketing, development and investment decisions 

 The facilities at each golf club are also included, so we can review and cross-

check information listed within any additional supporting documents such as 

number of holes, number of courses, number of driving range bays, 

championship courses (during the next 3 years) and performance centres 

(England Golf). 

 In addition to the mapping tool, we have guidance on ‘Understanding Your 

Market’ for the type of golfing experience that particular profiles are looking for, 

which enables facilities to adapt their offer to cater for a range of different needs 

 Local knowledge and desk-based research will also help to paint a fuller picture 

of the golfing opportunities available within the surrounding area. Each of these is 

intended to be offered to clubs in a structured manner in conjunction with England 

Golf 

Analysis 

 Within Welwyn Hatfield there are 6 affiliated clubs and 1 non-affiliated facility. 
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 The demand for golf within the borough and the region by profile as follows:  

Profile Name 

Average number of people per club/facility/local authority 
(within 20-minute drive time*) 

Local Authority Region 

Welwyn Hatfield Eastern 

1: Relaxed Members  10073 5886 

2: Older Traditionalists  9398 5232 

3: Younger Traditionalists  9917 5705 

4: Younger Fanatics  10312 5627 

5: Younger Actives  9855 5665 

6: Late Enthusiasts  9791 5461 

7: Occasional Time Pressed  9960 5702 

8: Social Couples  9372 5459 

9: Casual Fun  10649 5738 

*The figures represent the number of people within each profile, within a 20-minute drive 

time of each club/facility. It is averaged to ensure no double counting and is therefore at 

its most accurate at club/facility level 

 

 

Profile Name  

Average Number of People per Affiliated Facility (within 20-minute 
drive time*) 

Affiliated Club Affiliated Club Affiliated Club Affiliated Club 

Brocket Hall Golf 
& Country Club 

Brookmans Park 
Golf Club 

Essendon 
Country Club 

Gosling Sports 
Park 

1: Relaxed Members  9826 10726 5743 13635 

2: Older Traditionalists  9224 10191 5365 12840 

3: Younger Traditionalists  9712 10224 5679 13361 

4: Younger Fanatics  10155 11301 5878 14153 

5: Younger Actives  9637 10500 5625 13367 

6: Late Enthusiasts  9607 10701 5581 13397 

7: Occasional Time Pressed  9753 10472 5693 13480 

8: Social Couples  9134 10125 5341 12728 

9: Casual Fun  10497 11977 6054 14717 
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Profile Name  

Average Number of People per Affiliated Facility (within 20-
minute drive time*) 

Affiliated Club Affiliated Club Affiliated Club 

Mill Green Golf Club 
Panshanger Golf 

Club 
Welwyn Garden City 

Golf Club 

1: Relaxed Members  11322 7023 12234 

2: Older Traditionalists  10523 6375 11270 

3: Younger Traditionalists  11117 7153 12172 

4: Younger Fanatics  11523 6873 12299 

5: Younger Actives  11060 6852 11945 

6: Late Enthusiasts  10966 6576 11712 

7: Occasional Time Pressed  11167 7024 12129 

8: Social Couples  10539 6430 11308 

9: Casual Fun  11897 6850 12554 

 

 In addition, the table below provides the most recent affiliated membership 

numbers along with some commentary from the local Club Support Officer and 

Regional Manager  

 

Affiliated Club Name  2015 Numbers 2016 Numbers 2017 Numbers 

Brockett Hall Golf & Country Club  599 130 - 

Brookmans Park Golf Club  695 490 477 

Essendon Country Club  669 747 882 

Mill Green Golf Club  790 862 714 

Panshanger Golf Club  189 175 142 

Welwyn Garden City Golf Club  574 570 542 

Gosling Sports Park  Non-Affiliated 

 

 Brockett Hall Golf & Country Club is a proprietary golf club set in a large country 

estate. It has two 18-hole golf courses, a 7-hole short course and practice 

facilities that are both covered and uncovered. The golf courses are kept in 

excellent condition all year around. The facility caters to a high-end market, and 

also has a high-end restaurant and hotel rooms on site 

 Brookmans Park Golf club is an 18-hole parkland member’s club. There is a short 

practice area but no driving range or covered facilities. The club have 3 PGA 

professionals that run beginner and junior coaching, as well as offering individual 

lessons to more established golfers 
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 Essendon Country Club is a proprietary owned golf club with two 18 holes golf 

courses. The club also have a driving range (with covered area), swing studio 

and short game area. The club cater for a wide range of customers and continue 

to grow their membership. There is a team of three PGA Professionals which 

offer coaching for all ages and abilities. They also run junior and ladies 

academies, with academy membership available before full membership. The 

club are GolfMark accredited 

 Mill Green Golf Club is a proprietary owned golf club, by Crown Golf. It has an 18-

hole golf course and driving range, which has some covered areas. There is one 

PGA Professional, who runs coaching for all abilities. This covers Get in to Golf 

sessions, improver sessions, one to one coaching and junior academy coaching. 

Membership continues to be stable 

 Panshanger Golf Club is situated at Panshanger Golf Complex, which is a 

municipal site run by Better Leisure. It has an 18-hole golf course, footgolf, an 

indoor simulator and pro shop  

 Welwyn Garden City Golf Club is an 18-hole member’s golf club, situated on the 

outskirts of Welwyn Garden City. There is a pro shop on site with a PGA 

Professional offering coaching opportunities. The clubs’ membership continues to 

be stable, with an area of identified growth around women and girls. 

DRIVING RANGES 

 There are four Golf driving ranges within Welwyn Hatfield. The facilities at 

Brockett Hall Golf Club, Mill Green Golf Club, Gosling Sports Park (covered) and 

Essendon Country Club are all available on a Pay and Play basis. 

 Map 11.1 overleaf illustrates the provision of Golf driving ranges in Welwyn 

Hatfield and surrounding areas. 
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Map 11.1: Driving range provision by access type – Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring 

local authorities 
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 To show the impact of a potential loss of the Pay & Play driving range facilities at 

Gosling Sports Park, maps 11.2 and 11.3 show service areas (up to 20-minute 

drive time) for local facilities, as well as those located in neighbouring local 

authorities. 

Map 11.2: Driving ranges with pay and play access service areas (20min drive time) in 

Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring local authorities. 
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Map 11.3: Driving ranges with pay and play access service areas (20min drive time) in 

Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring local authorities (removal of Gosling Sports Park) 

 
 

 Maps 11.2 and 11.3 demonstrate that, if the driving range at Gosling Sports Park 

was to be lost, residents of Welwyn Hatfield would continue to have access to 

local Pay & Play driving ranges, as well as those outside of the borough, within a 

20 minute drive time.  

 Residents of Welwyn Hatfield would also be supported by one of three golf 

courses located outside of the study area: Stevenage to the North, Chadwell to 
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the East and A1M golf course to the South. However, this would be on the 

extremities of the catchments for these facilities and up to a 20-minute drive time 

for Welwyn Hatfield residents. 

 Further feasibility work would be required to determine whether there is spare 

capacity at other facilities within Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring local 

authorities to accommodate the demand from Gosling Sports Park in the case of 

its potential loss. 

 

Conclusion 

 The work around mapping demand and supply, and the need for improved 

market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their 

existing members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. 

Customer focus is critical to this success, which very much aligns to England 

Golf’s refreshed strategy ‘Growing the Game of Golf in England 2017-2021’ 

 A more detailed description of the different customer profiles can be found within 

the ‘Understanding Your Market’ resource that accompanies this report. The 9 

golfing profiles are designed to illustrate the wants and needs of different 

customers and are intended as a guide for clubs to assist with tailoring their 

initiatives and approach and are not meant to be a commentary on any particular 

golf club or facility. 

 Within Welwyn Hatfield there is significant demand for golf, which is also greater 

than the average for the Eastern region. The demand cuts across all 9 golfing 

profiles, both club based and independent. Membership numbers are mixed 

compared with the national average, but worth noting that each club will have a 

different financial model in terms of income generation from membership vs 

green fees etc 

 There is a good level of golf provision within the area, and alongside a large 

number of traditional 18-hole courses, there is one Par 3 course and four driving 

ranges, one of which is standalone. Based on our initial analysis, some clubs are 

proactively targeting new audiences through coaching programmes and a wider 

range of membership/playing options, which is something that we will continue to 

support and encourage. Maintaining entry level facilities that offer more informal 

playing opportunities would be key, as without them the playing opportunities in 

Welwyn Hatfield would be limited to traditional 18-hole member clubs 

 We know that clubs showing growth are developing new income streams and 

catering for a wide range of needs, so there is clearly scope for clubs to offer 

additional non-traditional and flexible playing opportunities wherever appropriate. 

As each club/facility has its own USP and place in the market, there may also be 

further opportunities for some clubs to work more collaboratively in terms of 

creating pathways where appropriate and collectively cater for the needs of all 

golfing profiles 

 Further analysis at club or facility level, along with some additional England Golf 

tools can be used to better understand the existing members and visitors of each 

venue. This in turn may help to establish a clearer picture of the overall facility 

landscape and how well it caters for the local demographic. We believe success 
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is reliant upon utilising a combination of the customer profiles, the mapping tool 

and local knowledge and experience
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 Cycling analysis 

 Current trends and participation – Track Cycling 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights that track cycling participation has remained consistent over 

the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 

 Both the May 16/17 and May 17/18 surveys indicate that 0.1% of the population 

(aged 16+) participated in track cycling at least twice in the last 28 days, or 

approximately 55,100 people. The surveys also indicate that 0.8% - or 

approximately 373,500 people – participating in the last year. 

 Supply  

 Table 12.1 below shows that there is one facility in Welwyn Hatfield for Cycling  

 

Table 12.1: Cycling Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site Name 
Communit
y use on 

site 

Ownershi
p Type 

Management 
Type 

Nature of Facility 
Pitch 

Rating 

Gosling 
Sports Park 
(AL8 6XE) 

Available / 
Unsecured 

Private 
(GLL) 

Commercial 

Medium to Large outdoor 
cycling velodrome 

situated around the 
outside of a grass 11v11 

football pitch.  

Poor* 

* The track was identified as of poor quality as part of the assessment.  However, this has now 
been addressed with track resurfacing taking place in August 2019.  
Without Prejudice Permission to Proceed was granted by Sport England in relation to a capital 
investment bid to British Cycling’s ‘Places to Ride’ Programme to fund the resurfacing plus 
additional works to create cyclo-cross / mountain bike trails, and improve surrounding environment 
(signage etc.). A decision on the application is due to be made in October 2019, with the current 
proposal of a 12-year extended lease with GLL.  

 There is one facility in Welwyn Hatfield for Cycling, which is available to the 

community. 

 Table 12.2 summarises key notes from site inspection, as well as additional 

information provided by Easter Region British Cycling as part of consultation.  

 
Table 12.2: Site Summaries  

Site Name Summary 

Gosling 
Sports Park 

This sports park is managed by GLL and is a very large site with numerous sports 
facilities, all available to the public through either membership, pay and play or 
booking in advance. All bookings are done through GLL with the exception of the 
football facilities, which is managed by Play Football.  
The cycling velodrome on site is mainly utilised by Wewlyn Wheelers (225 
members), however it is also accessed by Verulam CC (770 members) and Cycle 
Club Ashwell (219 members). Other clubs in nearby areas include: Hemel 
Hampstead CC (296 members), Green Arrow CC (Hertford) and Watford Cycle Hub 
(2160 members). 
Welwyn Wheelers offer sessions on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday (with track 
league on a Friday in the summer), and through the winter they run CX sessions 
and MTB. Verulam CC run very popular sessions on Saturdays, with kids sessions 
prior to the adults. The track is also used by other clubs and teams such as the 
development group based at Oaklands College.   
Track League usage on site is run by volunteers from Verulam CC and Welwyn 
Wheelers. In 2018, there were 19 weeks of track racing with categories Senior A, 
Senior B, Women, Youth 1 and Youth 2, with approximately 100 riders per week 
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Site Name Summary 

and more than 20 clubs sending riders to track league, both adult and Go Ride. 
During consultation, Welwyn Wheelers revealed that they believe the velodrome 
surface is of adequate condition for their current needs, however it will need to be 
resurfaced within the next four years. 
Issues with programming of cycling and athletics on the velodrome have been 
reported, however both sports need to be accommodated. There is a possibility to 
be explored for athletics to be accommodated at Oaklands College or the University 
of Hertfordshire, as high-performance athletes will use the track.   
In terms of ancillary facilities, there are 2 buildings on site: the 'old' original building 
and the newer building with the trampolining inside. The sports hall is due to be 
closed down and when this happens, there will not be any ancillary facilities within 
the immediate vicinity of the velodrome, which was stated to be a major concern for 
British Cycling during consultation. 
During consultation with regional officer from British Cycling, it was stated that the 
main issue with the usage of the velodrome is that its seasonal and, although 
activity in the summer is increasing, their aspiration would be for the facility to work 
similarly to Herne Hill, with increased school activity, etc. Overall, It was stated that 
as it stands it offers a great place to develop riders in the region. 

British 
Cycling 

Consultation 
– Additional 

notes 

British Cycling Talent Team: 
Welwyn wheelers are what is classed as a ‘super club’ when it comes to talent, they 
are one of a handful of clubs in the UK who consistently produce riders for the 
English talent pathway year-on-year. Their facilities (Gosling Sports Park), club 
structure and culture play a huge role in this.  Across the last three years, Welwyn 
Wheelers have provided the following numbers for talent activity: 
2018/19 – 10 riders   
2017/18 – 12 riders  
2016/17 – 8 riders  
Some of the more well-known riders who have come from Welwyn Wheelers 
include: 
- Laura Trott - most successful British female olympian 
- Emma Trott – current GBCT coach for female senior academy.  Raced for Boels 
Dolman CT as well as all over the world 
- Andy Fenn – Pairs Roubaix being one of his many victories    
- They currently have three riders whose status is ‘GBCT Apprentice’ (first step on 
the GBCT pathway) 
The latest BC report also shows that the clubs contribute: 12 active coaches, 106 
volunteer hours per week to run the club, and 2,341 opportunities reported across al 
club sessions. t  
 
The facility has hosted track leagues since 1997, serving the local community and 
linking in with schools and the grassroots of the sport.  The club also run regional 
youth omniums each year, attracting riders from multiple regions across the South 
of England to their events. “Ultimately if this facility closes we potentially lose 
a massive talent feeder club to our system”  
  
British Cycling Facilities Team: from a Facilities Strategy perspective, there is a 
target that riders be within 1.5hrs of an indoor velodrome where economically viable 
– Derby would therefore be outside of any catchment, as its 2-2.5hrs minimum. 
Likewise, Herne Hill would be out of catchment for the majority of the region, if we 
take into account outdoor velodromes. From a strategic coverage perspective, there 
is clearly therefore an argument for retention of a track in the Hertfordshire, Essex 
etc. region to support community, club and talent pathway development, in the 
context that the Olympic velodrome (Lee Valley) is difficult to access for practical / 
commercial reasons, and has no capacity during usage hours. The lack of ancillary 
provision (once closed) would be of significant concern in terms of impact on 
usability.  
  
British Cycling Recreation Team: Welwyn Hatfield sits amongst the Hertfordshire 
Cycling Hub network which is one of the most active cycle networks in the country, 
delivering 501 rides/ 2616 opportunities (2018) to cycle locally per year. 
Hertfordshire also boasts 81 of the Eastern regions 140 Volunteer cycling 
workforce, of which a number operate within the Welwyn Hatfield area. Gosling 
Sports Park has for the past 3 years also hosted the Breeze Christmas Jingle, 
bringing over 100 local women together through cycling. While Welwyn Hatfield 
does not have a cycling hub, it would be our ambition to develop the Velodrome site 
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Site Name Summary 

into a cycling hub with a learn to ride area, Cyclo Cross Course etc. to further 
capitalise on the Hertfordshire Hub Network. 
  
British Cycling Regional Team: Gosling Velodrome is a cornerstone for the 
regions (Kings Lynn/Norfolk/Suffolk /Essex/ Greater London) youth activity, and has 
a pedigree for significantly contributing the national cycling ecosystem. Without 
Gosling Velodrome resident club – Welwyn Wheelers would be unable to continue 
to exist – beyond riders, this also impacts the local and regional volunteer 
workforce, and opportunities for U16 riders across the region. 
 
The Velodrome at Gosling Sports Park site sits within a wider partnership between 
British Cycling & Herts County Council, looking at growing recreational cycling to 
address physical activity and active travel agendas within which the Hertfordshire 
Cycling Hub network (Watford, Hertford, Leavesden, Stevenage + St Albans) is 
fundamental. Future recommendation for the site, should athletics be relocated, 
would be to develop the inner part of the velodrome into a learn to ride/pump track 
area to accommodate a greater range of cycling activity for the local populous, 
essentially creating a Welwyn Cycling Hub. This would support / align with provision 
of community and disability bike hire available at Stanborough Lakes and would 
support greater use of the site by the mass market / those wishing to cycle for 
physical activity / active travel as opposed to solely sport. Where cycling hubs have 
been developed in Hertfordshire sites have seen the development of a volunteer 
workforce of >85 through British Cycling’s recreational programmes (Breeze/Guided 
Rides) providing up to 3000 opportunities for local people to cycle their towns 
infrastructure (Watford case study). 

 

 

 Demand  

 Consultation and online research of clubs in Welwyn Hatfield, as well as British 

Cycling has informed the demand for Cycling in the Borough. All clubs have been 

contacted by 4global and invited to take part in a consultation, table 12.3 below 

provides a summary of consultation with a key club in the area: Welwyn 

Wheelers. 

Table 12.3: Cycling Clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 

Club name Sites Used Summary 

Welwyn 
Wheelers 

Gosling Sports Park 

Current club Membership 
Number of members: 230 
Juniors (U18)  105 - Male 77 Female  

28 Adults (18 – 60 ) 118 -Male 87 Female  
31 Seniors (60+ ) 7 - Male 7 Female 0 
 
Usage of Gosling Sports Park 
The Welwyn Wheelers Cycling Club is based at Gosling 
Sports Park and is the primary user and organiser of cycling 
activities at the Velodrome. The club organises and runs track 
training sessions for Welwyn Wheelers and the cycling 
fraternity from local clubs over a wide area.  The club has 8 
British Cycling qualified coaches who run the track training 
sessions covering the whole year. 
Training sessions  on fixed wheel track bikes are run on 
Monday evenings for ‘experienced’ track riders (7-00 to 9-
00pm) from late March to mid September, Saturday mornings 
late March to mid September for novice and less experienced 
riders (9-00 to 11-00am) plus Wednesday evenings for 
Welwyn Wheelers riders (7-00 to 9-00pm).  
In the period from mid-September to late March the track 
sessions are run on Wednesday evenings using Road bikes 
as these are more suitable for the autumn/spring weather 
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conditions.  
The club also runs Cyclo-cross training sessions on Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings at Gosling Sports Park, during this 
period, as there is a very strong following for Cyclo-cross in 
the winter period. The club is affiliated to both Eastern and 
Central Cyclo-cross Leagues.  All of these sessions are open 
to local riders both adult and youth riders 
The average number attending are as follows – Mid week 25 
riders (per session), Saturday morning April to September) – 
30 riders – this covers adult and youth riders 
The Club coaches also run ‘track taster’ sessions for a 
number of local schools at the Velodrome to encourage 
young riders to take part in cycling activities. 
The Verulam CC also run track training sessions for their club 
riders in the summer period on a Saturday.  The track is also 
used extensively by Jez Cox with his Wolves Academy team 
at the Oaklands College – this is a dedicated cycling 6th form 
programme.  
The Welwyn Wheelers also hosts and organises a number of 
racing events throughout the year: 
- British Cycling Youth Omnium series – mid April – the event 
in 2018 had 110 entries 
- Welwyn Track League – Friday evenings late April to mid 
September – Senior and Youth racing series – number of 
participating riders 90 Seniors and fifty Youth 
- Cyclo-cross – Eastern League series  October 14th at 
Stanborough Park, Welwyn GC -  362 riders participating in 
race categories under 10 to 60+ 
- East and Central Regional Championship – December 2nd 
at Stanborough Park, WGC – 486 entries – race categories 
under 10 to 60+ 
- Two events in the Muddy Monsters series at GSP  for young 
‘novice ‘ riders who are being introduced to the sport of cyclo-
cross – 60 riders in the age range under 8 to under 14 is the 
normal level of entries. 
  
Welwyn Wheelers coaches and members put in an enormous 
amount of work to promote cycle racing and participation for 
the local and wider regional community, the club also has 
vast experience in organising top quality racing events on a 
national basis. 
    
Velodrome condition 
At time of consultation, the club stated that the track had 
been deteriorating in recent years and that it required 
renovation works. However, this has been addressed with 
resurfacing of the track tacking place in August 2019.   
  
“It is important to note that this is the only track for the region 
between Derby and Stratford – it cannot be viewed as a 
facility just for the Welwyn Hatfield Borough.  We are a 
source of superb future talent – with notable names – the 
likes of Laura Trott coming from our club.  We are one of the 
only clubs in the country to have 4 riders on the Olympic 
development pathways and have a succession plan of new 
and up and coming riders that will potentially fill these places 
from our development academy squad.  The Velodrome is a 
critical resource to support this.  We also host many riders for 
track league in all age categories. Riders travel from North 
London, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge , Bedfordshire to 
compete on the track – we are a British Cycling Eastern 
Region facility.” 
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 Bowls analysis 

 Introduction  

 Bowls England is responsible for governance administration and promotion of 

Flat Green Lawn Bowls in England. It was formed in 2008 following a unification 

of the English Bowling Association (EBA) and English Women's Bowling 

Association (EWBA) 

 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are 

currently being delivered by Bowls England. 

 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the 

adequacy of facilities for bowls and considers: 

• Recommendations moving forward 

• The supply of facilities and demand for these  

• The adequacy of facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 Strategic Context 

 The most recent strategy formulated by Bowls England to help drive the game 

forward was the Strategic Plan (2014-2017). This plan outlines the main vision, 

values and mission of Bowls England  

 The strategy produced three 3 key strategic priorities. Underpinning these 3 

Strategic priorities are the vision and values of the organisation: 

• To increase participation in the sport of outdoor flat green bowls 

• To support County Associations and Clubs 

• To provide strong leadership and direction 

  Bowls England have 3 areas feeding into their key vision  

• Promote the sport of outdoor flat green bowls  

• Recruit new participants to the sport of outdoor flat green bowls 

• Retain current and future participants within the sport of outdoor flat green bowls 

 Bowls England have also identified areas feeding into their key vision 

• Be progressive: seek opportunities to adapt the sport to meet the needs of clubs and 

participants and embrace change when required  

• Offer opportunities: for players to participate at national and international level  

• Work to raise the profile of the sport: in support of recruitment and retention  

• Lead the sport: We will drive the sport forward towards our vision 

• Support clubs and county associations: in developing their facilities and bowls facility  
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 Current trends and participation – Bowls 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights that bowls participation has remained consistent over the last 

two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 

 Both the May 16/17 and May 17/18 surveys indicate that 0.8% of the population 

(aged 16+) participated in bowls at least twice in the last 28 days, or 

approximately 336,100 people. The surveys also indicates that 2.2% - or 

approximately 991,300 people – participated in the last year. 

 Supply 

 Table 13.1 below shows there are currently 6 bowling greens in Welwyn Hatfield 

 Of these greens, 100% are of good quality  

 4 out of the 6 sites (66%) in Welwyn Hatfield are owned by Local Authority. 

 The authority are only directly responsible to managing 1 green. This is present at 

Welham Green Recreation Ground  

Table 13.1 – Bowls Sites in Welwyn Hatfield 

Site 
Availability for 
community use 

Security of 
community 

Ownership Management 
Maintenance 

provider 
Site 

Score 

Hatfield Hyde 
Cricket Club 

Available Secured Local Authority Sport Club Volunteers Good 

Hatfield Lawn 
Tennis & 
Bowling Club 
Ltd 

Available Secured Club Sport Club 
External 

contractor 
Good 

Northaw & 
Cuffley 
Bowling Club 

Available Secured Local Authority Sport Club Volunteers Good 

Welham 
Green 
Recreation 
Ground 

Available Secured Local Authority 
Local Authority 

(in house) 
External 

contractor 
Good 

Welwyn & 
District Bowls 
Club 

Available Secured Local Authority Sport Club Volunteers Good 

Welwyn 
Garden City 
Bowls Club 

Available Secured Charity, Trust Sport Club Volunteers Good 

Table 13.2: Key Site Consultation Summaries 

Site Summary 

Welham Green 
Recreation 
Ground 

There is no other sports provision present, other than the bowls green. The green is of great 
condition throughout and is maintained to a great standard by the contractor on site. There 
is sufficient fencing and gating on this and therefore there is no informal or anti-social 
behaviour present. The tennis courts are lockable; however, remain open and are still in the 
good condition that they were in the winter. The site does suffer from dog walkers and 
informal usage; however, this is on the open grass area rather than the specific sports 
areas. No further issues or developments were identified other than those mentioned above. 
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Site Summary 

Welwyn Garden 
City Bowls Club 

Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club are a well-established club within the area, who have been 
on site for a number of years. The site is managed by the club; however, they contribute to 
the sports association along with the cricket club on site. The site is maintained well by three 
volunteers, yet the overarching issue at present is the lack of suitable irrigation systems, 
issues with the edges falling down and paving slabs needing to be refurbished. The club 
have suitable funding for resources and equipment, but these key issues are holding back 
the site improving in quality. The site has a suitable ancillary, yet it is without a DDA toilet 
present, but there is in the cricket ancillary present on site also. The club are looking to 
increase their membership base, through BDA funding, and are targeting the 50+ age 
bracket. The club are also employing 4 coaches to manage this growth and are envisaging a 
steep increase. The club, to match this increase, are potentially looking to expand their 
green provision and install floodlighting also. This is subject to planning. The club find that 
they have hit a ceiling, in terms of facilities and members already; however, due to the 
current configuration on site, there is no further space for the bowls club to gather or expand 
onto. 

Welwyn and 
district bowls 
club 

Welwyn and District Bowls Club are a well-established bowls club in the area, boasting the 
best quality green in the county. The club currently have 138 members, yet are keen to 
establish more juniors on site through better school links and word of mouth. The club have 
recently applied for grant funding from Bowls England yet are unsure on the progress. This 
was generic grant funding that the club were hoping to invest into site maintenance and to 
address the drainage issues that we will discuss. The main priority for the site is addressing 
the poor drainage to the bottom left and top right corners. This is attributed to run off from 
the tennis club above, contributed to by a poor drain in the road, and also the predominantly 
clay base. The club are looking to carry out boar hole testing on site, costing around 13K, in 
order to address and resolve this issue. Once this has been addressed, the club are looking 
to expand the current club house in order to house more members, and to resolve the issue 
of toilets flooding from surface run off above. The club would then look to establish an 
improved DDA ramp to the green and more suitable DDA facilities generally. The club are 
keen to push increased membership on site, and particularly with the juniors. The club 
envisage continued growth should these facilities be present. 

 

 There is a good coverage of community accessible courts across Welwyn 

Hatfield, with four local authority owned sites  

 100% of green provision is of good condition, highlighting the high quality of 

provision in the borough  

 Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club have ambitions to expand their current ancillary 

facility on site to increase membership base and improve the sporting offer on 

site  

 Demand 

 All clubs were contacted by 4global with the aim to inform the demand section of 

the study.  

 This section summarises the level of demand for bowls in Welwyn Hatfield, with 

membership figures provided by Bowls England and based on latest affiliation 

data. 
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Table 13.3: Membership by Club 

Clubs 
Home Ground Male 

Members 
Female 

Members 
Total 

Membership 

de Havilland Bowls 
Club 

Hatfield Lawn Tennis & 
Bowling Club Ltd 

19 8 27 

Hatfield Bowls Club 
Hatfield Lawn Tennis & 

Bowling Club Ltd 
73 35 108 

Northaw and Cuffley 
Bowls Club 

Northaw & Cuffley 
Bowling Club 

58 42 100 

North Mymms 
Bowls Club 

Welham Green 
Recreation Ground 

38 22 60 

Parkside Bowls 
Club 

Hatfield Hyde Cricket 
Club 

18 11 29 

Welwyn and District 
Bowls Club 

Welwyn & District Bowls 
Club 

75 50 125 

Welwyn Garden 
City Bowls Club 

Welwyn Garden City 
Bowls Club 

51 18 69 

Total 332 186 518 

 

 Capacity Analysis 

 Utilising the supply and demand data in the previous sections, table 13.4 

presents a capacity analysis of Bowls facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 It must be noted that, as per Bowls England parameters, it is considered that a 

bowling green can accommodate approximately 60 members before capacity 

becomes an issue, whereas at least 20 members are required for a green to be 

sustainable. 

Table 13.4: Capacity analysis 

Clubs 
Capacity Total members 

on site 
Balance Notes 

Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 60 29 31 
The site is currently 

under capacity 

Hatfield Lawn Tennis & 
Bowling Club Ltd 

60 135 -75 
The site is currently 

over capacity 

Northaw & Cuffley Bowling 
Club 

60 100 -40 
The site is currently 

over capacity 

Welham Green Recreation 
Ground 

60 60 0 
The site is currently at 

capacity 

Welwyn & District Bowls 
Club 

60 125 -65 
The site is currently 

over capacity 

Welwyn Garden City Bowls 
Club 

60 69 -9 
The site is currently 

over capacity 

 Table 13.4 shows that all bowls sites in Welwyn Hatfield that are utilised by the 

community are currently at or over capacity, with the exception of Hatfield Hyde 

Cricket Club.
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 Athletics analysis 

 Introduction  

 Athletics in England is administered by England Athletics. England Athletics is the 

membership and development body for grassroots athletics and running clubs in 

England. It states that the function of England Athletics is to: 

 “Develops grass roots athletics in England, supporting affiliated clubs to prosper, 

developing more and better coaches, recruiting and supporting volunteers and 

officials. England Athletics provides and supports competition opportunities at an 

international (England representative), national, area and county level.” 

 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are 

currently being delivered by England Athletics. Subsequently, the supply and 

demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities 

 Strategic Context  

 England Athletics released their national strategy “Athletics & Running: for 

everyone, forever” in 2017. Its vision is for the sport of athletics and running to be 

the “most inclusive and popular sport in England”. 

 England Athletics believe that this should be led by a network of progressive 

clubs and organisations, and it has identified three key values as part of the 2017 

strategy: 

• Pride: inspiring athletes of the future by celebrating the history and contemporary 

success of British Athletes  

• Integrity: essential the ongoing success and future of the sport and its ability to attract 

participants  

• Inclusivity: athletics can contribute towards a healthy lifestyle and a sense of 

achievement, whatever the age, ability or background of the athlete or volunteer  

 The strategic priorities to achieve this include the following: 

• To expand the capacity of the sport by supporting and developing its volunteers and 

other workforce  

• To sustain and increase participation and performance levels in our sport  

• To influence participation in the wider athletics and running market  

 The delivery methods for achieving these priorities are: 

• Positive culture, progressive performance and collaborative leadership  

• Transparent governance and accountability  

• High-quality member engagement and communications  

VISION  

 Athletics and running will be the most popular and inclusive sport in England, led 

by a network of progressive clubs and organisations and supported by a 

sustainable, respected and trusted governing body. 
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 Due to a significant reduction in funding for the 2017-2021 funding cycle, England 

Athletics no longer have capital expenditure budget. England Athletics work with 

clubs and facility operators on applying for funding from various sources 

 The current EA facilities strategy7 states that there are enough 6/8 lane tracks in 

England for the foreseeable future and that our priority should be: 

• To safeguard our existing stock of facilities  

• To upgrade non-competition standard venues  

• To develop new and innovative models for training provision  

• Infill Geographical Gaps with compact facilities that are located at Satellite sites 

(preferably school sites). Sport England Compact facilities Design Guidance 

Document. Pick components based on Space available. 

 England Athletics encourages participation from all ages and are currently 

working with Sport England on an initiative for clubs to apply for funding to 

develop running opportunities for less active younger people, in the 12-25yr age 

range. Less competitive, more social running has had large participation increase 

over the last few years. The introduction of England Athletics social offer, 

RunTogether, allows qualified leaders to set up groups aimed more at beginners 

and those not wanting to join affiliated clubs. 

 In addition to Track & Field there are many road running clubs, meaning that 

increased emphasis should be placed on the design of urban space, in order to 

provide runners with safe, well-lit paved routes. Some of the programmes and 

initiatives taking place in the Welwyn Hatfield area include: 

• Parkrun: a free 5km run that is organised every week all over the world and run by 

teams of dedicated volunteers from the local community. In Welwyn Hatfield, there is 

a parkrun group that runs every Saturday at Ellenbrook Fields, a privately owned 

nature reserve which is adjacent to the University of Hertfordshire Sports Village site 

in Hatfield. There are also several other groups based in nearby areas – such as 

Jersey Farm, St. Albans, and Panshanger – however these do not sit within the 

Welwyn Hatfield Borough. 

• RunTogether has been created by England Athletics, the membership and 

development body for grassroots athletics and running in England, to provide fun, 

friendly, inclusive running opportunities for everyone in England. All of their 

programmes, such as groups and routes, aim to help people to run with others, which 

can provide motivation, guidance and support. There are a number of groups 

operating within Welwyn Hatfield, which can be found utilising the RunTogether 

mobile application and website. 

• Couch to 5k is a running plan for absolute beginners, which was designed to get 

inactive people “from the couch to running 5 kilometres in 9 weeks”. The programme 

is free and open to anyone who wants to get more active, providing an easy way to 

get fitter and healthier.  

 
 
7 https://d192th1lqal2xm.cloudfront.net/2018/11/EA-Facilities-Strategy-2018-25.pdf 

 

https://d192th1lqal2xm.cloudfront.net/2018/11/EA-Facilities-Strategy-2018-25.pdf
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 England Athletics Consultation 

 Facilities are essential to attracting, retaining and developing athletes of the 

future. Having the right facilities in the right place will be crucial in meeting 

growing demand, increasing participation in physical activity and athletics, 

improving the health of the nation and supporting a new generation of athletes in 

clubs and schools through to national and world class level. 

 Supply and Demand: The running track at Gosling Sports Park is in a bowl and 

has 6 lanes, meaning they have limited space. This prevents the club from 

expanding as they don’t have the space to cater for so many people. This means 

that the club have a large waiting list of people wanting to become members and 

considerable unmet demand. Additional members cannot be accommodated due 

to the track being at capacity at peak time. 

 England Athletics has adopted UKA’s strategic position to concentrate on 

preserving and improving the existing stock of 400m tracks rather than seeking to 

build additional ones. However, there are areas in the country where journey time 

to the nearest full size outdoor track is longer than ideal, and there are places 

where good coaching has created significant demand despite the lack of a local 

athletics facility. 

 The Compact Athletics concept8 is intended to fill this gap, providing training 

facilities in places where there is insufficient demand, funding or land to 

accommodate a full-size track. A Compact Athletics facility can take a number of 

forms, but essentially provides a strip of synthetic track plus some capacity for 

jumps and throws, enabling core athletic skills to be taught, enjoyed and 

developed. This could be an option to explore to supplement the existing track 

and to meet unmet demand in the longer term. 

 There is already a high level of demand for running events in the Welwyn Hatfield 

area and as such emphasise should be placed on sustaining and increasing the 

popularity of these as well as exploring the growth of initiatives such as 

RunTogether groups. 

 Future demand: England Athletics reports that there is generally a current growth 

being experienced in relation to athletics and running. Therefore, it is expected 

that the popularity of Parkrun, RunBritain and local fun run events will increase in 

the future following national trends. 

 Current trends and participation – Track Athletics 

 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across 

England, highlights a slight decrease in track and field athletics participation over 

the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 

 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.5% of the population (aged 16+) 

participated in track and field athletics at least twice in the last 28 days, or 

approximately 241,900 people. The survey also indicates that 1.7% - or 

approximately 749,000 people – participating in the last year. 

 
 
8 More details of this concept can be found at http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-
guidance/other-design-guidance. 

 

http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/other-design-guidance
http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/other-design-guidance
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 The May 17/18 survey shows that participation in the last 28 days remains 

consistent at 0.5%, however participation in the last year is reduced to 1.6% 

(approximately 699,200 people). 

 The Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 

2.4% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in track and 

field athletics at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers 

to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to 

be captured by community clubs. 

 Supply 

 As shown in Table 14.1, there is one athletics site in Welwyn Hatfield – Gosling 

Sports Park. 

 
Table 14.1: Athletics Sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 

Site Name Facility Lanes Ownership  Management  
Community 

Use 
Security of 

Use 

Gosling 
Sports Park 

Synthetic 6 Private Commercial Available Unsecured 

 

 The synthetic athletics track at Gosling Sports Park has six lanes, which are 

available for community use, but it is unsecured and managed by a commercial 

entity. There is also a 60m synthetic 6 lane track, which is heavily utilised. The 

athletics facilities are suitable for school competitions and club training. The track 

and field facilities at this site are also well used, featuring long jump pits and 

hammer throw safety nets 

Table 14.2: Site assessment summaries. 

Site Site Summary 

Gosling 
Sports Park 

This sports park is managed by GLL and is a very large site with numerous sports 
facilities, all available to the public through either membership, pay and play or 
booking in advance. All bookings are done through GLL with the exception of the 
football facilities, which is managed by Play Football. There are 6 floodlit 5-a-side 
rubber-crumb pitches and 1 full sized 3G pitch. The athletics track has all throwing 
and jumping events facilities and also with a senior grass football pitch in the 
middle and a cycling velodrome around the outside. There are 2 buildings on site, 
the 'old' original building and the newer building with the trampolining inside. The 
older building has separate changing rooms for football, in particular Hatfield Town 
FC as they are based on this site. The quality of provision is of good quality 
throughput. In terms of the athletics track, there are no outstanding issues at 
present. No signs of surface breaks or damage are present along with a good 
quality of netting present on all field training facilities. 

 

 

 Demand 

 Consultation and online research of athletics and clubs in Welwyn Hatfield, as 

well as England Athletics has informed the demand for athletics in the Borough. 

All clubs have been contacted by 4global, to ask for completion of our online 

survey, no clubs have responded to the survey. 

Table 14.3: Athletics profiles for clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 
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Club name Sites Used Summary 

Welwyn Garden 
City Runners* 

Gosling Park, 
Ridgeway 
Academy  

This club is a runners and joggers club. They take part in a 
number of races, including the Welwyn 10k, the Festive 5 and 
the Hatfield 5k series.  
Training: 
2 hours @ Ridgeway Academy per week 
1 hour @ Gosling Park per week 

Herts Phoenix 
Athletics Club 

Gosling Park 

Herts Phoenix is a club that covers a wide range of athletic 
events. They are registered with UK Athletics and have 
achieved Club Mark status. 
Training: 
6 hours @Gosling Park per week 
 
Herts Phoenix recognise themselves as a grassroots club, 
with members of all abilities within their ranks. The club do 
have high level athletes, who have usually come through the 
club. The fact that the club have high level coaches means 
that they’re able to retain their top talent. Training takes place 
at two venues, which are Wodson Park and Gosling Park. 
Yet, Wodson Park is not within the Welwyn Hatfield 
boundary. Training takes place at Gosling Park on a Tuesday 
and Thursday night from 6pm to 8.30/9pm. Herts phoenix 
have club nights where they have exclusive use of the track. 
There are two main buildings at Gosling Sports park. The 
main building has been refurbished by GLL, but the other 
building is very run down. The running track is in a bowl and 
has 6 lanes, meaning they have limited space. This prevents 
the club from expanding as they don’t have the space to cater 
for so many people. This means that the club have a large 
waiting list of people wanting to become members. Oakland 
College are considering putting a running track on their site 
and have spoke to Herts Phoenix about the possibility of 
using it.  

OH Ladies Running 
Club* 

N/A 

The club is for women runners of all ability. They have 3 
groups, which are for beginners, intermediates and for 
experienced runners.  

*Clubs that did not respond to 4global’s survey
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 Scenario testing and options appraisal 

 The supply and demand analysis undertaken in each of the previous sections 

provides a clear view of the capacity for pitch sports facilities across Welwyn 

Hatfield, based on the existing supply of facilities and the demand for these facilities 

from residents, both now and in the future. 

 This data provides an accurate evidence base, on which future planning and 

investment decisions can be made, using the guidelines outlined in the ‘Delivering 

the Strategy’ chapter of the strategy.  

 To complement the analysis that has been undertaken in each of the sport-specific 

sections, this chapter contains detailed further analysis on a small number of key 

scenarios, which have been identified by the project steering group throughout the 

development of the PPS.  

 For each of the scenarios identified below, a short summary is provided to explain 

why the scenario needs to be tested. Following this, a needs assessment for each of 

the relevant facility types is undertaken and explained. 

Scenario 1: Major housing development projects - potential facility requirements  

 Through consultation with WHBC, the following sites have been identified for major 

housing allocations: 

- North West Hatfield (1,650 homes – Hatfield sub-area) 

- New village between Hatfield and Wheathampstead –Symondshyde  (1,130 homes 

– Hatfield sub-area) 

- Birchall Garden Suburb (1,200 homes – Southern Villages sub-area - plus 1,350 in 

East Herts)  

 To understand the projected need for playing pitch provision triggered by these 

developments, Sport England’s Playing Pitch Calculator9 (PPC) has been 

developed to provide a total number of facilities that are likely to be needed to meet 

the needs of new residents. The full Playing Pitch Calculator and associated 

analysis is included as Technical Appendices E, F and G – Playing Pitch Calculator, 

in addition to a short summary below. 

 Using a total estimated population growth of 9,154 (in line with the 3,980 dwelling), 

figure 15.1 below illustrates how the PPC model generates an estimated demand for 

each of the pitch typologies for each of the above developments. 

 
 
9 https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-
calculator/ 

 

https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-calculator/
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-calculator/
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Figure 15.1: estimated demand for new developments 

Estimated demand for matches in the weekly peak period (Match equivalent sessions 
in the peak period - per season for cricket)  

North West Hatfield Symondshyde 
Birchall Garden 

Suburb 
TOTAL 

Football         

Adult 0.95 0.65 0.69 2.28 

Youth 1.39 0.95 1.01 3.36 

Mini 1.13 0.77 0.82 2.73 

Rugby Union     

Adult (inc. youth & mini) 0.25 0.17 0.18 0.60 

Rugby League     

Adult (inc. youth & mini) 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Hockey     

Adult 0.15 0.11 0.11 0.37 

Junior & Mixed U10s 0.12 0.08 0.09 0.30 

Cricket     

Open Age & Junior 9.54 6.54 6.94 23.02 

Estimated demand for training per week (match equivalent sessions or hours) 

Football   -   hours on a 3G artificial grass pitch 6.94 4.75 5.05 16.74 

Rugby Union   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 0.28 0.19 0.20 0.67 

Rugby League   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Hockey - Adult  (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 0.46 0.32 0.34 1.12 

Hockey - Junior & Mixed U10s (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.10 

Cricket   -   N/a 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
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 Using this estimated demand data and assumption of how much supply would be needed to meet demand during the peak period, figure 

15.2 identifies the total number of pitches that are projected to be required (for each of the proposed developments) by typology, as well as 

the expected capital cost and annual lifecycle cost for each of the pitch typologies (as per Sport England’s latest capital costs, and robust 

operating costs where relevant). 

Figure 15.2: PPC required facilities and associated costs 

Estimated 
demand and 
costs for new 
pitches 
(matches 
and training 
demand) 
  

North West Hatfield Symondshyde Birchall Garden Suburb TOTAL 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital Cost Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital Cost Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital Cost Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital Cost Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Natural 
Grass 
Pitches 

3.93 £333,097 £69,672 2.69 £228,121 £47,714 2.86 £242,252 £50,670 9.48 £803,470 £168,056 

Adult 
Football 

0.95 £91,013 £19,204 0.65 £62,330 £13,152 0.69 £66,191 £13,966 2.28 £219,533 £46,322 

Youth 
Football 

1.39 £111,901 £23,499 0.95 £76,635 £16,093 1.01 £81,382 £17,090 3.36 £269,918 £56,683 

Mini Soccer 1.13 £30,255 £6,353 0.77 £20,720 £4,351 0.82 £22,003 £4,621 2.73 £72,978 £15,325 

Rugby Union 0.25 £35,808 £7,663 0.17 £24,523 £5,248 0.18 £26,042 £5,573 0.60 £86,374 £18,484 

Rugby 
League 

0.00 £0 £0 0.00 £0 £0 0.00 £0 £0 0.00 £0 £0 

Cricket 0.21 £64,121 £12,952 0.14 £43,913 £8,870 0.15 £46,633 £9,420 0.51 £154,667 £31,243 

              

Artificial 
Grass 
Pitches 

0.22 £225,668 £7,685 0.15 £154,549 £5,263 0.16 £164,123 £5,589 0.53 £544,340 £18,537 

Sand Based 0.04 £33,156 £1,028 0.03 £22,707 £704 0.03 £24,113 £748 0.09 £79,976 £2,479 

3G 0.18 £192,513 £6,657 0.13 £131,842 £4,559 0.13 £140,009 £4,841 0.44 £464,364 £16,057 

Total 4.15 £558,765 £77,356 2.84 £382,670 £52,977 3.02 £406,375 £56,259 10.01 £1,347,809 £186,593 
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Estimated 
ancillary 
provision to 
support new 
playing 
pitches 

North West Hatfield Symondshyde Birchall Garden Suburb TOTAL 

Number of 
Changing 
Rooms 

4.83 3.31 3.51 11.65 

Capital Cost £846,208 £579,524 £615,424 £2,041,157 

 

 Figure 15.2 illustrates that a total of 10 new pitches will be required to meet the needs of new residents living in the proposed developments 

at North West Hatfield, Symondshyde Village and Birchall Garden Suburb, spread over the different pitch typologies. This is based on 

existing rates of demand for the Borough and therefore could be subject to change, for instance if a Rugby League team moves into the area 

or if a new team is formed. 

 This analysis provides a guideline for future needs generated by major development; however, these should be considered alongside the 

guidelines provided in the ‘Delivering the Strategy’ chapter of this strategy (see Figure 17.2). For instance, it may be that the increase in 

demand is met more effectively by existing provision and therefore any S106 contribution is put towards projects that help to meet the need 

of the new population. It should be noted that the figures that the calculator shows in demanded pitch numbers does not mean that new 

pitches should necessarily be provided in the development. This additional demand could be met by a combination of new grass pitches, 

improvements to the quality of existing grass pitches or 3G AGP provision.  

 This is likely to be especially relevant for the North West Hatfield and Symondshyde Village developments, as De Haviland Grange, 

Lemsford Village Hall, Birchwood Leisure Centre, Welwyn RFC and Stanborough School’s existing facilities are located in proximity to the 

proposed housing developments. Similarly, the Birchall Garden Suburb development is located in close proximity to King George V Playing 

Fields, Hatfield Hyde CC and Hatfield CC site. As a result, it is likely that investment is better placed on these facilities, with new residents 

encouraged to join an existing club.  

 It should be taken into consideration that the Hatfield sub-area analysis shows that there is no spare capacity for football when including 

projected future demand, and Welwyn RFC – the only rugby facility in the area - is currently operating over capacity. The future analysis for 

cricket at Roe Hill (the only cricket facility available within the sub area) shows a surplus of 30 match equivalents. In the Southern Villages 
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sub-area, a significant amount of spare capacity for football has been identified at King George V Playing Fields, as well as Hatfield Hyde CC 

for cricket (and the sub-are a as a whole). Therefore, some of the football and cricket needs identified by the PPC could potentially be met by 

existing facilities.   

 It is important to emphasise that the figures generated by the PPC should not be considered in isolation, as some of the housing growth 

straddles the Welwyn Hatfield and East Herts areas. As a result, the combined demand from the overall development needs to be 

considered, rather than just the demand from growth within Welwyn Hatfield Borough. 

 It should also be noted that investment into existing facilities will not necessarily go into facilities within Welwyn Hatfield Borough as there 

may be facilities close to the site in adjoining authorities where it would be more appropriate for such investment to be made to meet the 

needs of the development. 

 As mentioned previously, the Birchall Garden Suburb development includes a proposed 1,350 homes that will be based within the 

neighbouring local authority of East Herts. Table 15.3 overleaf provides total figures related to required facilies and their costs, when taking 

into consideration the total new demand projected as a consequence of this allocation. 

 This combined figure will allow sports facility provision to be planned strategically across the whole development, regardless of where the 

local authority boundaries are.  

Figure 15.3: PPC required facilities and associated costs (including projected new population in East Herts) 

Estimated 
demand and 
costs for new 
pitches 
(matches 
and training 
demand) 
  

North West Hatfield Symondshyde 
Birchall Garden Suburb (including 

projected new population in East Herts)  
TOTAL 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital Cost Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital Cost Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital 
Cost 

Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Number of 
pitches 
required to 
meet the 
estimated 
demand 

Capital Cost Lifecycle 
Cost (per 
annum) 

Natural 
Grass 
Pitches 

3.93 £333,097 £69,672 2.69 £228,121 £47,714 6.07 £514,786 £107,674 12.69 £1,076,004 £225,060 

Adult 
Football 

0.95 £91,013 £19,204 0.65 £62,330 £13,152 1.46 £140,656 £29,678 3.06 £293,999 £62,034 

Youth 
Football 

1.39 £111,901 £23,499 0.95 £76,635 £16,093 2.15 £172,937 £36,317 4.49 £361,473 £75,909 
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Mini Soccer 1.13 £30,255 £6,353 0.77 £20,720 £4,351 1.75 £46,757 £9,819 3.65 £97,732 £20,523 

Rugby Union 0.25 £35,808 £7,663 0.17 £24,523 £5,248 0.38 £55,340 £11,843 0.8 £115,671 £24,754 

Rugby 
League 

0.00 £0 £0 0.00 £0 £0 0 £0 £0 0 £0 £0 

Cricket 0.21 £64,121 £12,952 0.14 £43,913 £8,870 0.32 £99,096 £20,017 0.67 £207,130 £41,839 

                    

Artificial 
Grass 
Pitches 

0.22 £225,668 £7,685 0.15 £154,549 £5,263 0.34 £348,760 £11,877 0.71 £728,977 £24,825 

Sand Based 0.04 £33,156 £1,028 0.03 £22,707 £704 0.06 £51,241 £1,588 0.13 £107,104 £3,320 

3G 0.18 £192,513 £6,657 0.13 £131,842 £4,559 0.28 £297,520 £10,288 0.59 £621,875 £21,504 

Total 4.15 £558,765 £77,356 2.84 £382,670 £52,977 6.41 £863,546 £119,551 13.4 £1,804,981 £249,885 

Estimated 
ancillary 
provision to 
support new 
playing 
pitches 

North West Hatfield Symondshyde 
Birchall Garden Suburb (including 

projected new population in East Herts) 
TOTAL 

Number of 
Changing 
Rooms 

4.83 3.31 7.46 15.6 

Capital Cost £846,208 £579,524 £1,307,776 £2,733,508 

 

 As mentioned previously, the Birchall Garden Suburb development includes a proposed 1,350 homes that will be based within the 

neighbouring local authority of East Herts. Table 15.3 overleaf provides total figures related to required facilies and their costs, when taking 

into consideration the total new demand projected as a consequence of this allocation.  

 This combined figure will allow sports facility provision to be planned strategically across the whole development, regardless of where the 

local authority boundaries are. 
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DEMAND PROJECTIONS BASED ON TOTAL HOUSING GROWTH – WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH 

 Table 15.4 below shows demand projections and associated facility requirements identified by the Playing Pitch Calculator when taking into 

consideration the total number of dwellings planned in Welwyn Hatfield during the lifespan of this Strategy. 

 There are a total of 15,200 dwellings (or 800pa) planned in Welwyn Hatfield over the Local Plan Period (2013-2032). For the below 

calculations, the period of 2019-2032 has been taken into consideration, utilising a total of 10,400 new dwellings (based on 800dpa over13 

years) and approximately 23,920 people (2.3 people per dwelling as per ONS census). 

Figure 15.4: PPC required facilities and associated costs (based on total projected housing growth) 

Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
  

Welwyn Hatfield 

Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand Capital Cost Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 

Natural Grass Pitches 24.76 £2,099,519 £439,142 

Adult Football 5.96 £573,655 £121,041 

Youth Football 8.79 £705,313 £148,116 

Mini Soccer 7.13 £190,696 £40,046 

Rugby Union 1.56 £225,700 £48,300 

Rugby League 0.00 £0 £0 

Cricket 1.33 £404,156 £81,639 

    

Artificial Grass Pitches 1.40 £1,422,395 £48,438 

Sand Based 0.24 £208,982 £6,478 

3G 1.15 £1,213,413 £41,959 

Total 26.16 £3,521,914 £487,580 

Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches Total 

Number of Changing Rooms 30.44 

Capital Cost £5,333,676 
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Scenario 2: Loss of unsecured full-sized 3G AGPs from supply 

 As identified through stakeholder consultation, ensuring all available sites also have security 

of tenure for current and future provision is vital for the sustainability and growth of pitch 

sports within Welwyn Hatfield. 

 It was demonstrated in the AGP section of this report that the two 3G pitches at Hertfordshire 

Sports Village are key for sport in the area, and heavily used by local football and lacrosse 

clubs for match and training demand. However, the site was identified as unsecured for long-

term community access. 

 The following scenario shows the omission of these pitches from the analysis, to 

demonstrate the impact that the loss of these provision would have in the current and future 

AGP supply in the area.  

Table 15.1: removal of unsecured full-sized 3G provision 

Site Name 
Size 
(M) 

Football 
Match 

Demand 

Football 
Training 
Demand 

Lacrosse 
Training 
Demand 

Lacrosse 
Match 

Demand 

Total 
Demand 

Total 
Peak-
time 

capacity 

Supply 
and 

demand 
balance 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

2x 
100x60 

4 16 1 2 23 72 49 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

100x60 19 7 0 0 26 36 10 

Total – all full-sized 3G 
pitches  

23 16 1 2 49 108 59 

Total – secured full-sized 
sites only 

23 16 1 2 49 36 -13 

 Table 15.1 shows that when removing the 3G pitches at Hertfordshire Sports Village from 

the analysis and displacing all demand to the only secured full-sized pitch in the borough at 

Monks Walk School, the analysis shows a deficit of 13 match equivalents. It must be 

highlighted that the table above includes demand figures as provided by clubs and users 

during consultation. 

 To better understand the need for additional 3G facilities in the study area, based on national 

parameters and calculations, the FA 3G Calculator has been used in the current and future 

supply and demand modelling as part of the AGP section of this report. FA calculations show 

that one full-sized 3G AGP is required for every 38 teams, which will allow the required 

training and match play slots. 

 Utilising the calculator in previous sections of this report, it was demonstrated that 6 full-

sized pitches would be required to satisfy demand from the 224 teams present in the 

borough. When removing provision at Hertfordshire Sports Village from the analysis and 

including secured full-sized provision only, the current deficit of 3 pitches would be increased 

to 5 full-sized 3G pitches. 

 Applying the calculator to the additional 57 teams identified in the TGR and latent demand 

calculations, future analysis projects that two new full sized 3G AGPs (rounded up from 1.5) 

would be required by the end of the strategy. Considering this in conjunction with the current 

deficit, it can be concluded that, if 3G provision at Hertfordshire Sports Village was to be lost, 

a total of 7 new full-sized 3G pitches would be required in Welwyn Hatfield by 2032. 
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Scenario 3: impact of Hatfield and Crusaders CC relocation 

 It was identified during the data gathering and club consultation process of this PPS that 

Hatfield and Crusaders Cricket Club currently have aspirations to move to the Hatfield House 

site, which is located in proximity to their existing ground, and have plans to install two new 

cricket pitches. 

 The section below illustrates the impact that this potential move and introduction of new 

provision could have for cricket in the area. 

 Table 15.2 below shows how the introduction of two new cricket pitches would influence the 

supply and demand analysis for cricket in the Welwyn Garden City sub-area. 

 It must be noted that an assumption of 8 grass wickets per pitch has been utilised, with a 

carrying capacity of 5 matches per wicket per season. 

 It has also been assumed that once the move is completed, as per recommendation in the 

football section of this report, the existing ground would be reconfigured for football use only, 

resulting in the loss of the 10 grass wickets currently present on site (with a capacity of 50 

matches per season).
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Table 15.2: Overall cricket supply and demand for Welwyn Garden City 

Welwyn Garden City - current scenario (figures in match per season) 

Analysis Notes 
Capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Capacity – 
non-turf 
pitches 

Community use demand (matches + 
training in match equivalent sessions) 

Supply & 
demand 
balance 

Adult Junior Total 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All secured sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as 
being available and secured for community use 

260 - 120 93 47 

2. All available sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being 
available for community use 

260  120 93 47 

3. All available sites; grass and 
non-turf pitches 

As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed 
capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

260 120 120 93 167 

Future Analysis (2035) 

4. All secured sites; grass 
wickets- FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

260 - 145 141 -26 

5. All available sites; grass 
wickets - FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

260 - 145 141 -26 

6. All available sites; grass and 
non-turf wickets - FUTURE 
analysis 

As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

260 120 145 141 94 

Welwyn Garden City – Scenario: relocation of Hatfield Crusaders to Hatfield House 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All secured sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as 
being available and secured for community use 

290 - 120 93 77 

2. All available sites; grass 
wickets only 

Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being 
available for community use 

290  120 93 77 

3. All available sites; grass and 
non-turf pitches 

As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed 
capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

290 120 120 93 197 

Future Analysis (2035) 

4. All secured sites; grass 
wickets- FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

290 - 145 141 4 

5. All available sites; grass 
wickets - FUTURE analysis 

As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

290 - 145 141 4 

6. All available sites; grass and 
non-turf wickets - FUTURE 

As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in 
demand 

290 120 145 141 124 
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analysis 

 

 Table 15.2 shows that, once the relocation of Hatfield Crusaders CC is completed, the capacity for grass wickets within the Welwyn Garden City sub-

area is increased by 30 matches per season, addressing the expected future deficit that had been identified as part of the analysis in the needs 

assessment section of this report.  

 When looking at Welwyn Hatfield Borough as a whole, the supply and demand analysis undertaken as part of the Cricket section of this report 

demonstrated that there is spare capacity for grass wickets in both the current and future analysis. Once the Hatfield Crusaders’ relocation is 

completed, the current spare capacity in the borough will be increased from 237 to 367 match equivalents per season, while the future spare capacity 

will change from 133 to 163 match equivalents per season.  
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Scenario 4: completion of potential developments identified in the PPS 

 This section will model the impact of adding new facilities to the pitch stock in Welwyn 

Hatfield, as identified as part of site and club consultations in previous stages of this PPS.  

3G AGP 

 During the last decade, 3G AGPs have played an increasing role within the national game.  

They are regarded by the Football Association (FA) and Football Foundation (FF) as the 

optimum facility for training by clubs. In recent seasons, they have also become more 

popular for competitive matches.  

 As shown in previous sections of this report, FA calculations identify a current deficit of 3 full-

sized 3G pitches across Welwyn Hatfield, which is expected to be increased to 5 by the end 

of the strategy.  

 In order to address this need for additional 3G facilities, the following sites were identified in 

the assessment stage of this PPS as potential locations for the development new full sized 

3G pitches: 

- Birchwood Leisure Centre: discussions currently taking place on the potential development 

of a full sized 3G AGP to replace one of the grass pitches on site 

-Chancellor’s School: aspirations to establish AGP provision to act as a central community 

hub for sports in the area. 

-King George V Playing Fields: installation of a full sized 3G AGP to be explored to address 

the high levels of demand at the site and the lack of training facilities identified by clubs in 

the area. 

-Moneyhole Playing Fields: available space at the site to develop further provision and the 

installation of a 3G pitch is to be explored due to the high levels of demand at the site and 

the need for training facilities 

-Monks Walk School: to be considered for an additional 3G AGP due to existing provision 

currently reaching capacity and the growing demand from local clubs, particularly Welwyn 

Pegasus 

-Ridgeway Academy: full sized 3G pitch required due to the level of demand generated by 

Welwyn Garden City FC and the need for training facilities in the area 

 Assuming as part of this scenario that the six projects mentioned above are completed, it 

can be concluded that the projected stock of full-sized 3G pitches (9) in Welwyn Hatfield 

would be sufficient to meet the total demand for football during the lifespan of this strategy.  

FOOTBALL 

 This section models the impact of the completion of development plans identified for De 

Havilland Grange (Cornflower Way) and Avery Field as part of consultations with football 

organisations in Welwyn Hatfield.   

 De Havilland Grange currently has one Youth 11v11 pitch, however funding has been 

secured for a full redevelopment of the site, including the reconfiguration of grass provision 

into one Youth 9v9 and two Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches. As the site is currently used by an U12 

team from Hatfield Comet Youth, the reconfiguration would allow this demand to take place 
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on the recommended pitch size for the age group, as well as increasing 9v9 and 7v7 

capacity, which is currently at a deficit within the Hatfield sub-area and Welwyn Hatfield as a 

whole. 

 Consultation with Welwyn Garden City FC revealed that the club’s current home ground is 

operating over capacity, accommodating demand from their Adult (Tier 5) team, as well as 

Adult and Mini teams from Welwyn Garden City Youth FC. The development of additional 

provision at Avery Field – adjacent to the existing site – would allow the club to address the 

current issue of overplay, as well as working towards their aspirations of growing their youth 

section and introducing a ladies section. An ideal configuration of the site should include 

Adult and Mini Soccer provision. 

CRICKET 

 This section models the installation of an additional Non-Turf Pitch to the existing squares at 

North Mymms Cricket Club and Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club (Home to Welwyn Garden 

City CC), as identified in the assessment stage of this PPS and via club consultations. 

 North Mymms Cricket Club is located in the Southern Villages sub-area, which is currently 

under capacity by 160 match equivalents per year (see table 5.14 of the needs assessment). 

The site itself, however, is currently at capacity.  

 An additional NTP is estimated to add a further 60 match equivalents to the site which would 

address the current capacity issues. It should be noted that not all matches could be played 

on the NTP as leagues require some matches to be played on fine turf wickets. An NTP on 

this site would produce enough capacity to allow the club’s junior section to develop on the 

site without damaging the square due to overplay. It is estimated that overall, an NTP would 

reduce overplay across the Borough by around 20-30 match equivalents per year. 

 Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club is located in Welwyn Garden City. The sub area is under 

capacity by 47 matches per season, however a deficit of grass provision is projected when 

including future demand (see table 5.15 in the needs assessment). The site itself is currently 

overplayed by 10 matches per season. 

 Adding an NTP to the site would allow an additional 60 match equivalents of supply, 

addressing the issues of overplay at the site (accommodating existing junior demand) and 

future grass capacity deficit at the sub-area level.  

RUBGY UNION 

 This section models the impact of the completion of development plans identified through 

club consultations with Hatfield QE RFC and Welwyn RFC. 

 Hatfield QE RFC - currently playing from Roe Hill - have expressed their intentions to 

develop their own facility, consisting of 2 senior pitches and a club house, however they 

have not secured a location for this.  

 Welwyn RFC are currently operating over capacity at their home ground and urgently require 

additional land to develop further pitch provision.  

 Table 15.3 below illustrates the impact that the introduction of the above mentioned provision 

would have in the capacity analysis for Rugby club sites in Welwyn Hatfield. The scenario 
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below assumes that a total of three Senior Rugby Union pitches (with adequate natural 

drainage and good maintenance) will be developed by the end of the strategy. 

Table 15.3: Scenario – development of additional Rugby Union Provision – Capacity Analysis   

Analysis Notes 

Existing  
capacity 
– grass 
pitches 

Additional 
Capacity 

as per new 
provision 

Total 
capacity 

Community use demand 
(matches + training in 

match equivalent 
sessions) 

Balance  

Adult/Yth Junior/Mini 

Current Analysis (2017) 

1. All rugby 
provision 
that is 
available for 
community 
use 

All sites, 
with 
demand 

6 9 15 9.5 12.5 -7 

2. All rugby 
provision 
that is 
secured for 
community 
use 

All 
secured 
sites  

4.5 9 13.5 9.5 12.5 -8.5 

Future Analysis (2032) 

4. Future 
balance 
(including 
projected 
team 
growth) for 
all rugby 
club sites 

As per 
analysis 
1, 
including 
projected 
growth in 
demand 
to 2032 

6 9 15 15 28 -28 

5. Future 
balance 
(including 
projected 
team 
growth) for 
all rugby 
provision 
secured for 
community 
use 

As per 
analysis 
2, 
including 
projected 
growth in 
demand 
to 2032 

4.5 9 13.5 15 28 -29.5 

 Table 15.3 demonstrates that the development of additional rugby pitches as identified 

through club consultations is expected to reduce the current and future deficit for Rugby 

within Welwyn Hatfield significantly, however it is not sufficient to meet current and future 

levels of demand. 

 It is therefore required that the drainage and maintenance of existing and new provision is 

also enhanced in order to increase pitch carrying capacity across the borough.  
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 Strategic recommendations and action plan 

 To facilitate the development of sport and physical activity across Welwyn Hatfield, it is 

advised that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy project, 

continues to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as part of this strategy. 

 This section of the report provides a set of strategic recommendations, to guide future 

governance and investment into pitch sport provision across the study area. 

Strategic recommendations 

 This section brings together the complete evidence base and analysis that has been 

developed as part of the PPS and provides a clear strategy for the future delivery of pitch 

sports provision in Welwyn Hatfield. 

 At a strategic level, the following key recommendations have been identified for each of the 

sport typologies, as well as for general sports provision.  

 The recommendations contained within this document are in line with the recommendations 

and actions for the relevant sports (e.g. Athletics, Cycling, Golf) contained within the WHBC 

Built Facilities Strategy. 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

• Recommendation G0: It is recommended that Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council local 

planning policy protects all playing field sites as identified in this document, in order to 

reduce the risk of loss and subsequent impact on sport and physical activity provision. 

Where a site is to be lost, the future development plan for the site should meet one of 

the five policy exceptions identified in Sport England's March 2018 issue of the Playing 

Fields Guidance. In addition, it is key that local authority planning policy supports the 

development of new, high quality sports provision required to meet the needs 

generated by major housing development and population growth. This policy and 

associated strategic planning is particularly key when existing provision cannot meet 

the growing need generated by a large numbers of new residents living in a single 

area. it is recommended that the tools and guidance identifies in this strategy are used 

to identify the typology and quantity of provision, as well as the overall strategic 

direction of sport facility development in the study area. 

• Recommendation G1: Work with well-run sports clubs to utilise the existing volunteer 

network across Welwyn Hatfield and providing more autonomy for clubs, allowing 

those organisations that have adequate governance and financial stability to develop 

facilities and participation. 

• Recommendation G2: Address the issue of poor ancillary and changing pavilion 

quality through the refurbishment and replacement of existing ancillary facilities, 

prioritising those on multi-pitch sites that are currently well used. Utilise the action plan 

to identify specific sites for development. 

• Recommendation G3: Enhance the drainage and maintenance of pitches that are 

currently operating over-capacity, to increase the pitch capacity to accommodate 

demand of current user clubs, especially on council-maintained pitches. Utilise the 
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action plan to identify specific sites for development. 

• Recommendation G4: Work with clubs based at council owned sites, to establish 

long-term security use agreements, ensuring that clubs and participants have security 

of tenure and are able to grow and develop through grant funding wider investment. 

• Recommendation G5: For all sports and physical activity, look to increase and secure 

community use at education sites across the study area. There is currently some level 

of dependence on unsecured facilities to meet the needs of residents across the 

Borough, which represents a risk to participation and physical activity in Welwyn 

Hatfield Borough. A strategic approach is recommended to address this, as opposed 

to being dealt with on a school by school basis, identifying priority schools to focus on, 

as well as opportunities to work with multi-academy trusts and identifying possible 

strategic solutions that can apply to multiple schools. Consideration should also be 

given to the role of independent schools, given the quality of the facilities that they 

usually offer. 

• Recommendation G6: it is recommended for a master planning exercise to be 

undertaken on the Gosling Sports Park site to consider how it could effectively 

accommodate the needs, priorities and recommendations for indoor and outdoor 

sports facilities as outlined in this PPS and the emerging Built Facilities Strategy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOTBALL 

• Recommendation F1: Protect all grass pitches for future football use and develop 

further capacity through improved maintenance and the development of 3G AGP 

provision, to ensure there is spare capacity for football over the lifetime of the strategy  

• Recommendation F2: Ensure sites that have community use available also have 

security of tenure to protect the future provision of football, allowing clubs based on 

council sites to apply for grants and investments from various governing bodies.    

• Recommendation F3: Provide sites where there is significant use of adult pitches to 

meet Youth Football and Mini Soccer pitch demand with mobile goal posts to ensure 

the appropriate sized goals and pitches are being used for these age-groups. 

• Recommendation F4: FA calculations estimate that there is a current deficit of three 

full sized 3G AGPs in Welwyn Hatfield, which is expected to increase to five by the 

end of the strategy. Identify at least 3 sites to develop full sized 3G AGP provision, to 

meet the growing demand for this pitch type and meet the needs of local clubs and 

residents. The following sites should be considered, as identified as part of this study, 

and in conjunction with any priorities identified in the emerging Local Football Facilities 

Plan for Welwyn Hatfield: 

- Birchwood Leisure Centre 

- Chancellor’s School 

- King George V Playing Fields 

- Moneyhole Lane Playing Field 

- Monks Walk School 
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- Ridgeway Academy 

• Recommendation F5: Increase the level of maintenance at sites identified as being 

close to the poor rating, in order to mitigate the risk of pitches falling into disuse and 

lowering the carrying capacity of pitch provision in the borough 

• Recommendation F6: Focus on the development of ancillary facilities located at local 

authority sites in terms of changing room provision. This should be in conjunction with 

the Football Foundation, and in line with any priorities for investment identified as part 

of the emerging Local Football Facilities Plan for Welwyn Hatfield.  

CRICKET  

• Recommendation C1: Protect all sites designated as cricket playing fields in this PPS 

in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. Cricket should not only be protected 

from loss but also from developments that would prejudice their use, particularly ball 

strike, unless it can be properly mitigated (this has become an increasing issue with 

developments around cricket grounds and, if not given appropriate weight, it could 

prejudice cricket activity on the sites). 

• Recommendation C2: Work with clubs that are currently using sites that are over-

capacity, such as Hatfield Crusaders CC, North Mymms CC and Welwyn Garden City 

CC, to provide additional provision, through non-turf (artificial) wickets, in order to 

accommodate junior team demand. 

• Recommendation C3: Utilise the funding opportunities and strategic direction 

provided by the ECB’s Cricket Unleashed strategy, to provide fit for purpose facilities 

and programmes across the Borough. Work with the ECB to continue to develop 

community programmes such as All Stars Cricket, Women’s Softball Festivals, Get the 

Game On and Chance to Shine and increase participation in the programme across 

the Borough. 

 

• Recommendation C4: Invest in ancillary facilities and the use of better security 

systems in order to decrease the amount of anti-social behaviour. Utilise the action 

plan to identify the specific sites where this should be a priority.  

RUGBY 

• Recommendation R1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, 

in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy.  

• Recommendation R2: Improve the pitch drainage and maintenance regime across all 

key rugby sites, to increase the capacity of grass rugby pitches, especially those at 

Roe Hill and Welwyn RFC. 

• Recommendation R3: Support Welwyn RFC to develop additional pitch provision to 

accommodate their growing demand, and Hatfield QE RFC in their aspirations to 

develop their own facility for relocation. 

• Recommendation R4: Monitor the growth of women’s and girls’ rugby to ensure there 

is sufficient capacity to allow clubs to develop these sections. 

• Recommendation R5: Work with clubs to upgrade facilities to ensure they are 

appropriate for hosting matches for both genders at the same time. 

• Recommendation R6: Install permanent or demountable floodlighting to increase 
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training capacity. 

HOCKEY 

• Recommendation H1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, 

in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. 

• Recommendation H2: Ensure long-term community use agreements are in place, 

especially at educational sites such as Hertfordshire Sports Village and Queenswood 

School, to further develop hockey within the area. This will allow for great club growth 

and facility development.  

• Recommendation H3: Safeguard sand based AGP provision for future use and do 

not allow the conversion from sand based to 3G AGP’s to occur unless offset with new 

development. 

• Recommendation H4: Work with Queenswood School to improve pitch quality on 

site, which will increase Hockey capacity in the borough and attract further club use. 

 

TENNIS 

• Recommendation T1: Work with the LTA to invest in further local authority facilities, 

focussing on those of poorer quality, to increase tennis capacity across the borough 

and address the current deficit of provision. 

• Recommendation T2: Work in conjunction with the FA and Football Foundation when 

applying for new 3G surfaces and sites as Tennis courts can be added onto such 

applications and better serve a wider aspect of the community.  

• Recommendation T3: Ensure that the loss of the Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club site 

is mitigated with the provision of equivalent facilities elsewhere in the borough; and 

protect tennis provision at Brookmans Park Golf Club, which has been identified as a 

potential site for housing developments. 

NETBALL 

• Recommendation N1: Protect all sites designated as netball provision and establish 

long-term community use agreements with educational sites and netball clubs, as well 

as continued maintenance improvements to surfaces. 

LACROSSE 

• Recommendation L1: Protect the existing 3G facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, with a view 

to increase pitch availability for Lacrosse (particularly Welwyn Warriors) and support 

local clubs securing suitable training and match pitch space, which has been identified 

as a major issue as part of this study.  

GOLF 

• Recommendation G1: Protect all sites designated as Golf provision and establish 

long-term community use agreements, as well as continued maintenance 

improvements to golf courses and driving ranges.  

A golf facility needs assessment will need to be prepared to support any golf facility 

that is progressed for development as golf sites are increasingly coming under 
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pressure for development and a more detailed analysis of needs will be required than 

that included in this PPS, to inform whether facilities are surplus to requirements. 

CYCLING 

• Recommendation CY1: Protect provision at Gosling Sports Park, which is considered 

of key importance for the development of cycling in the region. If the ancillary facilities 

on site (due to be closed down) are to be lost, explore alternative options for their 

replacement. 

• Recommendation CY2: Continue to monitor the quality of provision at Gosling Sports 

Park, and continue to invest in improving the quality of the velodrome track on site as 

identified in the needs assessment of this PPS (it must be highlighted that the surface 

has recently been replaced). 

• Recommendation CY3: work in conjunction with England Athletics to explore the 

displacement of athletics demand to Oakland College, in order to address the current 

programming issues – subject to further feasibility work. 

BOWLS 

• Recommendation B1: Protect all sites designated as bowls facilities in this PPS. 

Recommendation B2: Continue to support the work of volunteers and, where 

appropriate, to empower members to have control over management of their own 

facility. The Council, Bowls England and Sport England should continue to support 

projects that help clubs attract more players and grow the game further in Welwyn 

Hatfield. 

ATHLETICS 

• Recommendation A1: Work with England Athletics and the resident clubs to explore 

the relocation of existing demand at Gosling Sports Park to one of the potential 

relocation sites (in alignment with CY3), protect this facility until further feasibility 

studies are completed to determine the most suitable solution. If the track at Gosling 

Sports Park was to be lost, it must be replaced with equivalent facilities elsewhere in 

the area. 

 

Action plan 

 Through a detailed supply and demand analysis of the sports included in the scope of the 

strategy, as well as stakeholder consultations across the study area, an action plan has been 

created, which will guide the steering group in their delivery of sports provision and facility 

decisions over the next 10 years. The action plan is broken down by site with clear owners, 

timescales and expected resources. This is shown Table 16.1. 

 The table identifies potential sources of external funding. It should be noted that funding for 

the actions below could come from one, or a combination, of funding sources shown below. 

This is not an exhaustive list and could be extended to other sources, depending on 

availability. 

• CIL monies 
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• Section 106 funding 

• Community Grant Schemes 

 The Action Plan does not identify all those clubs that may be partners or provide resources 

in relation to its delivery.  It is assumed that where clubs have a long-standing interest in a 

specific site that they will be a partner in delivering the actions and contribute financially or 

in-kind where appropriate. 

 The Action Plan has been developed in partnership by WHBC and a range of stakeholders, 

including Sport England and several sports’ national governing bodies, and therefore its 

delivery is a partnership between all these bodies and not WHBC only.    

 The Action Plan does not identify Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council as a key resource either 

in terms of officer time or finance, except for those sites owned and/or managed by the 

Council.  However, the Council has an interest in all those projects delivered within the local 

authority area and may contribute towards them either financially or in-kind, as appropriate 

and subject to available resources. It should be noted that not all sites have actions allocated 

to them, as it is unrealistic to expect funding partners to contribute to improvements at all 

facilities across a local authority. Sites where no actions have bee identified have not been 

included in the Action Plan.  

ACTION PLAN TERMINOLOGY 

• Issue/ opportunity: The issue or opportunity that can be addressed 

• Actions ID: Numbering indicates order of preference 

• Partners: Top listed partner is identified as lead partner 

• Resources: Key resource implications (time and money) 

• Timescale: Short: 1–5 yrs. Medium: 5-10 yrs. Long 10+ yrs. 

• Priority: Low, Medium and High, depending on overall impact for sports participation 

• Acronyms: WHBC (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council), FA (Football Association), FF 

(Football Foundation), ECB (England & Wales Cricket Board), Lawn Tennis 

Association (LTA), EH (England Hockey), RFU (Rugby Football Union), CC (cricket 

club), HC (hockey club), FC (football club). 

 All costs are estimated, based on 4global desktop research and consultation with industry 

experts. These are not based on firm pricing or quotes from reputable contractors, unless 

stated otherwise. 

 All maintenance costs represent the full cost for maintaining the pitches. They do not, 

therefore, reflect any maintenance that is currently being undertaken at the site and the cost 

incurred for these services. In reality, the cost for additional maintenance would be reflected 

by an increase of the current maintenance cost, rather than the full price stated as part of 

this action plan 

 It is important to highlight that all generic and site specific recommendations and actions 

listed in this section have been assigned with lead partners and key resources for their 

delivery. However, this does not commit any of the partners, including WHBC, to the delivery 

of the actions as this will be determined by financial and staffing resources, corporate 

priorities, co-operation by other stakeholders, etc 
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 There is not unlimited funding to invest in sports facilities, for any of the identified partners. 

As a result, actions have been prioritised on sites that are currently either not fit-for-purpose, 

showing a deficit of provision, or those that represent a viable investment opportunity that will 

significantly increase the quality, quantity or accessibility of sports provision in Welwyn 

Hatfield.  

 To provide the Council and Steering Group with a clear identification of ‘strategic’ investment 

priorities across the study area, high profile strategic investment projects have been 

identified overleaf in bold. These projects are likely to be limited in number due to their size 

but will deliver a significant level of benefit for grass-roots sport and physical activity. These 

projects are likely to cost approximately £250,000 or more and will include a number of 

different stakeholders and funding partners. 
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Table 16.1: Welwyn Hatfield’s PPS Action Plan (2018-2033 ) 

Site Name Subarea Action ID/Ref Issue / opportunity Key Action(s) Partners Resources Timing Priority 

BIRCHWOOD 
LEISURE CENTRE 

Hatfield 

Football 1 - 
Enhance 

The grass pitches were 
deemed Standard as part of 
the site inspection, however it 
was revealed that they could 
sometimes be unsafe with a 
hard surface due to using 
inappropriate maintenance 
equipment  

Provide support 
acquiring the required 
equipment to put in place 
an improved and more 
robust maintenance 
regime. 

WHBC, 
Hatfield Town 
Council, 
FF 

FF funding Short Medium 

Football 2 - 
Enhance 

Youth 11v11 pitches on site 
are at capacity during peak 
times, with significant spare 
capacity on the adult pitches 

Explore a potential re-
configuration of the site 
in order to address the 
current deficit for Youth 
11v11 provision across 
the Borough 

Hatfield Town 
Council, 
WHBC, 
Site users 
 

Council 
officer time 

Short Medium 

Football 3 - 
Provide 

An opportunity to replace one 
of the existing adult grass 
pitches on site with a full-
sized 3G AGP has been 
identified. 
The site has also been 
identified by Hatfield Town 
FC as a potential site for 
relocation. 

Explore the site’s 
potential to 
accommodate demand 
from Hatfield Town FC 
and for 3G development, 
in conjunction with the 
FA and FF, and in line 
with any priorities 
identified as part of the 
emerging LFFP.  

WHBC,  
FA,  
FF, 
Sport England 

Council, FA 
and Sport 
England 
officer time, 
FA funding 
for new 3G 
AGP 

Short High 

BISHOPS HATFIELD 
GIRLS SCHOOL 

Hatfield 
Rugby 1 - 
Provide 

The school are looking to 
access RFU funding that they 
will put into new grass pitch 
provision at the site  

Support the school and 
work together with 
relevant NGBs to 
determine a new site 
configuration that will be 
beneficial for all sports 
on site 

Bishop’s Hatfield 
Girls School 
RFU, 
FA, 
ECB 

RFU funding, 
School funds 

Short Medium 

BROOKMANS PARK 
GOLF CLUB 

Southern 
Villages 

Tennis 1 - 
Protect 

LTA consultation revealed 
that the site has been put 
forward for potential housing 
development, which could 
result in a displacement/loss 
of tennis playing members in 
the borough 

Protect the tennis 
provision and support 
the club in securing a 
long-term usage 
agreement 

WHBC, 
Sport England, 
LTA, 
Brookmans Park 
Golf Club 

WHBC, 
Sport 
England and 
LTA officer 
time 

Short High 

CHANCELLOR'S 
SCHOOL 

Southern 
Villages 

Football 4 - 
Provide 

The school have expressed 
their aspirations to establish 

Explore the site’s 
potential for 3G 

WHBC, 
Chancellor’s 

WHBC, FA 
and RFU 

Medium Medium 
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AGP provision on site, to act 
as a central community hub 
for sports in the area, which 
would also demand further 
parking capacity 

development, in 
conjunction with the FA 
and FF, and in line with 
any priorities identified 
as part of the emerging 
LFFP. 

School, 
FA,  
RFU 

officer time 

Rugby 2 – 
Enhance 

The drainage problems and 
poor condition of the pitch is 
restricting community use of 
the pitch 

Improve quality of 
maintenance on site with 
a view to improving 
drainage on site 

Chancellor’s 
School 
RFU 
WHBC 

RFU funding 
School funds 

Short Medium 

COMMONSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 5 - 
Enhance 

The Mini 7v7 pitch on site is 
not available to the 
community due to its poor 
condition. Improving its 
quality and making it 
available to the wider 
community would help 
address the deficit for 7v7 
provision in the area 

Support the school in 
improving pitch 
maintenance 

WHBC, 
Commonswood 
School 

WHBC 
funding, 
FF funding 

Medium Medium 

COOPERS ROAD 
Southern 
Villages 

Football 6 - 
Protect 

Due to its poor location and 
pitch quality, no demand has 
been recorded on the Adult 
pitch on site 

Re-designate the site as 
open space for 
alternative sports and 
physical activity  

WHBC 
WHBC 
funding 

Short Low 

CRESWICK 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 7 - 
Provide 

The site is known to have 
had community use in the 
past, however no formal pitch 
provision was identified at 
time of assessment 

Work with the school and 
the FA to explore the 
possibility to utilise the 
site to develop further 
pitch provision and better 
accommodate local 
football demand 

WHBC 
FA 
Creswick Primary 
School 

WHBC and 
FA officer 
time 

Short Medium 

CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
Southern 
Villages 

Football 8 – 
Enhance 

The Mini 7v7 pitch on site 
was identified as poor as part 
of the assessment 

Improved maintenance 
of pitches on this site 

WHBC, 
Cuffley School 

WHBC 
funding 

Short Low 

DE HAVILLAND 
GRANGE (a.k.a. 
Cornflower Way, 
Hatfield) 

Southern 
Villages 

Football 9 – 
Enhance 

Funding has been secured 
from a nearby housing 
development to invest in a full 
redevelopment of the site, 
including new changing 
provision, storage depot and 
the reconfiguration of the 
grass provision to 1x Youth 
9v9 and 2x Mini Soccer 7v7 
pitches 

Council to support the 
delivery of this project 

WHBC, 
FF 

Developer 
contribution, 
WHBC 
officer time 

Long High 



 
  Doc Status: Draft 

Doc Ref: Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council PPS Needs Assessment 
 
 
 

 
Page 208 of 231 

ESSENDON 
PLAYING FIELDS 

Southern 
Villages 

Cricket 1 – 
Enhance 

Evidence of informal use of 
the pitches and dog 
fouling/rubbish 

Install additional waste 
bins and improve 
signage 

Essendon PF 
Association, 
Essendon CC, 
ECB 

Essendon 
CC 
ECB 

Short Low 

Cricket 2 - 
Provide 

There is a disused net facility 
to the North of the site 

Work with the site and 
club to reinstate the 
disused facilities to help 
address the lack of 
suitable training facilities 
identified by local clubs 

Essendon PF 
Association, 
Essendon CC, 
ECB 

Essendon 
CC 
ECB 

Medium Medium 

GOSLING SPORTS 
PARK 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 10 – 
Enhance 

The site has unsecured 
security of tenure and it is 
currently used by Hatfield 
Town FC. 
There is an opportunity for 
the club to move to a site 
adjacent to Birchwood 
Leisure Centre in the future. 

Work with the club and 
site managers to put in 
place a community use 
agreement and secure 
long-term access, and/or 
support the club with 
their relocation to 
Birchwood Leisure 
Centre 

WHBC, 
Site managers 
(GLL, Play 
Football), 
Hatfield Town FC 
FF 

WHBC 
officer time 

Short Medium 

Cycling 1 – 
Enhance/Provide 

1.The sports hall on site is 
due to be closed down and 
when this happens, there will 
not be any ancillary facilities 
within the immediate vicinity 
of the velodrome, which was 
stated to be a major concern 
for British Cycling during 
consultation. 
2.The velodrome currently 
remains dependant on 
lightfall from neighbouring 
floodlit pitches, the 
installation of floodlights 
would allow a greater use of 
the facility. 

1.Support the club for an 
extended lease being 
negotiated with GLL, 
guaranteeing access to 
the velodrome and 
ancillary facilities. If the 
existing facility is to be 
lost, explore potential 
options for replacement. 
2.Invest in floodlighting 
for the velodrome in 
order to allow increased 
usage 

GLL 
Welwyn 
Wheelers 
British Cycling 

British 
Cycling and 
WHBC 
funding 

1.Short 
2.Short 

1.High 
2.Medium 

Athletics 1 – 
Enhance 

The running track is in a bowl 
and has six lanes, and Herts 
Phoenix AC have revealed 
that, due to the limited space, 
the club is being prevented 
from expanding. 
The potential development of 
a running track at Oaklands 

Undertake feasibility 
study to determine 
whether a new track at 
Oakland’s College could 
fully accommodate the 
needs for Athletics in the 
Welwyn Hatfield and 
St.Albans area and 

England Athletics 
Herts Phoenix 
AC 
WHBC 

England 
Athletics and 
WHBC 
officer time 

Medium-
Long 

Medium 
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College would allow the club 
to offset some demand to the 
site and continue to grow 

whether the track at 
Gosling Sports Park 
would have to be 
retained or replaced if 
lost. 
 
If the Oaklands College 
track was to be 
completed, support the 
club in securing long-
term access to the site 

Tennis 2 - 
Protect 

The site is of key strategic 
importance in the area. 

Protect and maintain the 
site as tennis provision 

WHBC 
LTA 

Officer time Short High 

Golf 1 - Protect 

The driving range on site was 
identified as at risk of being 
lost.  
Consultation also revealed 
that if the facility was to be 
lost, it could be potentially 
relocated to the Panshanger 
area (subject to further 
feasibility work) 

Undertake a feasibility 
study to determine the 
impact of the potential 
loss of this facility and 
where existing demand 
could be accommodated 
at other Pay & Play 
facilities in the area. 

WHBC 
England Golf 

Officer time Short High 

HATFIELD 
COMMUNITY FREE 
SCHOOL 

Hatfield 
Football 11 - 
Provide 

The site is known to have 
had community use in the 
past, however no formal pitch 
provision was identified at 
time of assessment 

Work with the school and 
the FA to explore the 
possibility to utilise the 
site to develop further 
pitch provision and better 
accommodate local 
football demand 

WHBC 
FA 
Hatfield 
Community Free 
School 

WHBC and 
FA officer 
time 

Short Medium 

HATFIELD 
CRUSADERS 
CRICKET CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 12 – 
Protect and 
Provide 

No football demand was 
recorded at the site, however 
the Cricket Club are looking 
to relocate to a nearby site. If 
this move is completed, there 
is an opportunity to 
reconfigure the site for 
football use in order to 
address the shortage of 
Youth provision in the area 

Explore the possibility of 
reconfiguring the site for 
football use only 

FF 
WHBC 
ECB 
Hatfield 
Crusaders CC 

FF funding Medium Medium 

Cricket 3 – 
Enhance 

The site has recently suffered 
some anti-social behaviour 
and vandalism incidents that 
have caused damage to the 

Increase security of the 
site to avoid 
unauthorized access 

WHBC 
Hatfield 
Crusaders CC 
ECB 

WHBC and 
ECB funding 

Short Low 
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facility 

Cricket 4 - 
Provide 

The Hatfield House site, 
located across the road, has 
current plans to install 2 
cricket pitches and the club 
have plans to relocate to this 
site once completed 

Support the club with 
their relocation and 
provide support and 
information on funding 
opportunities 

ECB 
Hatfield 
Crusaders CC 
WHBC 

ECB officer 
time and 
funding, 
Hatfield 
Crusaders 
CC 

Medium High 

HATFIELD 
FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

Hatfield 
Football 13 – 
Enhance 

The two small sided AGPs on 
site are aging and likely to 
require surfacing 

Resurfacing of the sand-
based AGPs on site 
within the next 5 years 

Hatfield Football 
Academy 

Private 
capital, 
FF funding 

Medium Low 

HATFIELD HYDE 
CRICKET CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Cricket 5 – 
Enhance 

1.Issues of unofficial use, 
vandalism and surface 
damage have been identified 
on the cricket pitches 
2.Site users have raised 
problems with the 
unevenness of the pitch 

1.Increase security of the 
site and improve signage 
to avoid unauthorized 
access 
2.Work with the club to 
put in place a more 
robust maintenance 
regime 

WHBC 
ECB 
Hatfield Hyde CC 

WHBC and  
ECB funding 

1.Short 
2.Medium 

1.Low 
2.Medium 

Cricket 6 - 
Provide 

The club has identified a 
need for additional training 
facilities to allow their further 
growth 

Support the club with 
their aspirations to install 
a two-lane non-turf 
practice net and provide 
information on potential 
funding opportunities 

Hatfield Hyde CC 
ECB 
WHBC 
 

WHBC and 
ECB funding 

Medium Medium 

HATFIELD LAWN 
TENNIS & BOWLING 
CLUB LTD 

Hatfield Bowls 1- Protect 

The site has been promoted 
for development in recent 
consultation on potential 
residential sites. 

Protect the facility as 
sports provision. If the 
site was to be lost, this 
should be mitigated by 
the provision of 
replacement facilities 
elsewhere in the 
borough. 

WHBC 
Sport England 
FA 
Bowls England    

WHBC 
officer time 

Short Medium 

HATFIELD LEISURE 
CENTRE 

Southern 
Villages 

Football 14 –  
Enhance 

The two small sided 3G 
AGPs on site are well utilised 
by football clubs for training 
and the netting and walls 
surrounding the pitch are 
deteriorating. 

Replace nets and 
refurbish AGP walls 

WHBC 
FF 

WHBC and 
FF funding 

Short Low 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
SPORTS VILLAGE 

Hatfield 
Football 15 –  
Enhance 

Consultation with Arsenal 
Women FC revealed a need 
to upgrade the dugout 
provision and establish a 

Support the site and the 
club to proceed with the 
development of dugout 
and stands provision 

Arsenal Women 
FC, 
FF 

Arsenal 
Women’s FC 

Medium Low 
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covered stand 

Hockey 1 - 
Protect 

The site is home to Welwyn 
Garden City HC and other 
teams imported from 
neighbouring local 
authorities. However, it has 
been identified as unsecured 
for long-term use  

Due to the site being of 
key importance for 
sports in the area, 
community access 
should be secured 
through a community 
use agreement.  

University of 
Hertfordshire 
Welwyn Garden 
City HC 
WHBC 

EH officer 
time 

Short High 

Hockey 2 - 
Provide 

The site is currently reaching 
capacity during peak times of 
demand and it is not possible 
to develop further pitches on 
site 

Work with users of the 
site and explore the 
possibility of displacing 
some demand to 
alternative hockey 
facilities in the borough 

EH 
Welwyn Garden 
City HC 

EH officer 
time 

Short High 

KING GEORGE 
PLAYING FIELD 

Southern 
Villages 

Football 16 –  
Protect 

1. Club consultation revealed 
severe drainage problems 
due to the site being built on 
London Clay. 
2. The clubhouse on site is of 
poor quality and requires 
upgrading 

1.Improve quality of 
maintenance on site with 
a view to improving 
drainage on site 
2. Assess the ancillary 
with a view to 
refurbishing the existing 
facilities 

WHBC,  
FA,  
Football 
Foundation 

WHBC and 
FF funding 

1.Short 
2.Medium 

1.Medium 
2.Medium 

KING GEORGE V 
PLAYING FIELDS 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 17 –  
Enhance 

The site is heavily used by 
several local clubs and the 
analysis shows spare 
capacity on the adult pitches, 
with some level of overplay 
on the Youth 11v11 pitch 
(suggesting that youth teams 
are currently utilising adult 
pitches) 

Assess the potential 
reconfiguration of the 
site to better address 
current level of youth 
football demand 

WHBC, 
FF, 
Site users 

WHBC and 
FF officer 
time 

Short High 

Football 18 –  
Provide 

The site has been identified 
as a potential location for the 
development of 3G AGP 
provision 

Explore the site’s 
potential for 3G 
development, in 
conjunction with the FA 
and FF, and in line with 
any priorities identified 
as part of the emerging 
LFFP. 

WHBC, 
FF 

WHBC and 
FF officer 
time for 
feasibility 
study, 
FF funding 
for 3G AGP 

Short High 
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LEMSFORD VILLAGE 
HALL 

Hatfield 
Football 19 –  
Enhance 

The site has suffered from 
anti-social behaviour in the 
past 

Increase security of the 
site and improve signage 

WHBC 
WHBC 
funding 

Short Low 

MONEYHOLE LANE 
PLAYING FIELD 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 20 –  
Enhance 

The site accommodates a 
large amount of demand from 
Panshanger FC, which 
results in some overuse of 
the pitches 

Improve maintenance on 
site in order to keep the 
playing surface to an 
adequate standard 

FF, 
Panshanger FC, 
WHBC 
 

WHBC and 
FF funding 

Medium Medium 

Football 21 –  
Provide 

Due to the club’s fast paced 
growth in recent years and 
the proposed nearby housing 
developments, a 
reconfiguration of the site is 
likely to be required in order 
to meet new requirements, 
including the potential 
development of a small sized 
AGP to accommodate 
training demand 

Explore the site’s 
potential for 
reconfiguration and 3G 
development, in 
conjunction with the FA 
and FF, and in line with 
any priorities identified 
as part of the emerging 
LFFP. 
Provide the club with 
support and information 
on funding options  

WHBC, 
FF 

WHBC and 
FF officer 
time for 
feasibility 
study, 
FF funding 
for 3G AGP 

Medium High 

MONKS WALK 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 22 –  
Enhance 

The pitches on site are 
heavily used by Welwyn 
Pegasus’ 38 teams and 
suffer from gravel and stones 
rising from the surface, with 
hard ground and poor line 
marking as well. 

Work with the FA and 
the club to put in place a 
more robust 
maintenance regime with 
adequate equipment 

Monks Walk 
School, 
FF, 
Welwyn Pegasus 
FC 

FF officer 
time, 
School and 
FF funding 
for additional 
equipment 

Short Medium 

Football 23 –  
Enhance 

Large amount of Youth and 
Mini Soccer demand 
potentially taking place on 
Adult pitches 

Asses the possibility of a 
reconfiguration of the 
site to better address 
current levels of demand 

Monks Walk 
School, 
Welwyn Pegasus 
FC, 
FF 

Monks Walk 
School  

Medium High 

Football 24 –  
Provide 

Club consultation revealed 
that the existing 3G AGP is 
currently reaching capacity 
due to the high levels of 
demand in the area and the 
site has been identified as a 
potential location for an 
additional 3G pitch 

Explore the site’s 
potential for 3G 
development, in 
conjunction with the FA 
and FF, and in line with 
any priorities identified 
as part of the emerging 
LFFP. 
Provide the club 
information on funding 
opportunities 

Monks Walk 
School, 
FF, 
WHBC 

FF officer 
time and 
funding 

Short High 
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NORTH MYMMS 
CRICKET CLUB 

Southern 
Villages 

Cricket 7 – 
Enhance 

The club are currently 
seeking funding for a water 
container or an alternative 
solution to address the lack 
of available water for 
maintenance of the square 

Provide support and 
information on potential 
funding opportunities for 
this development 

ECB 
North Mymms 
CC 
WHBC 

ECB officer 
time and 
funding 

Short Medium 

Cricket 8 - 
Provide 

The site is currently over 
capacity for grass wickets 

Asses the possibility of 
installing an NTP on site 
to help off-set demand 
on the fine turf wickets 

ECB 
North Mymms 
CC 
WHBC 

ECB funding Medium High 

OLD OWENS 
SPORTS CLUB 

Southern 
Villages 

Football 25 –  
Enhance 

There is a significant amount 
of youth football 
accommodated at the site, 
however no Youth 11v11 or 
9v9 provision, which 
indicates that it is likely that 
this demand is currently 
taking place on the adult 
pitches 

Assess a potential 
reconfiguration of the 
site or add mobile Youth 
and Mini goal posts to 
the site  

Old Owens 
Sports Club 

Club officer 
time 

Short Medium 

Cricket 9 - 
Provide 

There is a two-lane practice 
net on site that is currently 
disused due to the a lack of 
maintenance 

Support the club in 
obtaining funding to 
reinstate the practice 
nets, in order to address 
the lack of training 
facilities identified by 
local clubs across the 
borough. 

Old Owens 
Sports Club, 
ECB, 
WHBC 

ECB funding Medium High 

PANSHANGER 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 26 –  
Enhance 

The site no longer 
accommodates demand from 
the wider community due to 
poor pitch quality. An 
improved playing surface 
would help address the 
current deficit for Mini 7v7 
provision in the area 

Relay and resurface the 
pitch, as well as putting 
in place an adequate 
maintenance regime 

Panshanger 
School, 
FF 

WHBC and 
FF funding 

Medium Medium 

PONSBOURNE PARK 
TE CLUB 

Southern 
Villages 

Tennis 3 - 
Provide 

The land has now been sold 
for the development of a 
hotel on site. A number of the 
tennis courts will be retained 
but will not be available for 
community use. 

Ensure that the loss of 
the tennis courts is 
mitigated with 
investment in similar 
facilities elsewhere in the 
borough 

WHBC 
Sport England 
LTA 
Ponsbourne Park 
Tennis Club 

Developer 
contribution, 
LTA funding 
Sport 
England 
Funding 

Medium High 

QUEENSWOOD 
SCHOOL 

Southern 
Villages 

Hockey 2 - 
Protect 

The pitch is occasionally 
used by Harpenden HC 

Work with the club to put 
in place a long-term 

WHBC 
EH 

WHBC and 
EH officer 

Short Medium 
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(imported demand) and could 
potentially act as an overflow 
pitch for local clubs. 
However, it has been 
identified as unsecured for 
long term use 

agreement to allow 
community access 
during peak demand 
times  

Queenswood 
School 

time 

Hockey 3 – 
Enhance 

Users of the site have raised 
the issue of a slippery 
surface. 
The site has also been 
identified as a potential home 
ground for Royal Veterinary 
College HC if they were to 
relocate from their current 
pitch in Hertsmere  

Undertake resurfacing of 
the pitch to increase 
capacity for community 
bookings 

WHBC 
EH 
Queenswood 
School 

EH funding Medium High 

RIDGEWAY 
ACADEMY 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 27 –  
Enhance 

Pitches on site were 
identified as Standard, 
however the high level of 
demand from Welwyn 
Garden City is likely to cause 
issues in relation to pitch 
quality and overplay in the 
near future 

Work with the FA and 
the club to put in place a 
more robust pitch 
maintenance regime 

FA 
FF 

FF funding Short Medium 

Football 28 –  
Provide 

The site has been identified 
as a potential location for the 
development of a full-sized 
3G AGP to accommodate the 
large amount of match and 
training demand in the area. 
The existing sand-based 
AGP on site should not be 
converted to 3G unless 
existing hockey demand is 
satisfactory relocated. 

Explore the site’s 
potential for 
reconfiguration and 3G 
development, in 
conjunction with the FA 
and FF, and in line with 
any priorities identified 
as part of the emerging 
LFFP. 

FA, 
FF, 
WHBC 

 
FA, FF and 
WHBC 
officer time 

Short High 

Hockey 4 – 
Enhance 

The AGP is 5-10 years old 
and it is starting to show 
some evidence of damage 

Work with the school to 
resurface the sand 
based pitch within the 
next 5 years 

Ridgeway 
Academy 
EH 
WHBC 

EH funding Medium Medium 

  
Cricket 10 - 
Protect 

There is the potential for 
Rugby and Football to be 
displaced from the site and 
therefore it should be 
protected for Cricket use. 

Protect the site as 
Cricket provision 

WHBC 
ECB 
Herts CCB 

WHBC and 
ECB  officer 
time 

Short High 
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Consultation has also 
revealed that the site is being 
considered as a potential 
location for the Herts CCB to 
be based in the future 

ROE HILL Hatfield 

Cricket 11 – 
Enhance 

The ancillary facilities, as the 
well as the two-lane practice 
nets on site, were identified 
as very poor and in need of 
refurbishment/replacement 

1.Work with relevant 
NGBs to upgrade the 
changing rooms, toilet 
and clubhouse facilities 
in order to better address 
demand at this multi-
sport site 
2.Refurbish/replace the 
existing practice nets to 
address the current need 
for additional training 
facilities across the 
borough  

WHBC 
ECB 
RFU 
FA 
Sport England 

1.WHBC and 
NGB officer 
time and 
funding 
2.ECB 
funding 

1.Medium 
2.Medium 

1.Medium 
2.High 

Rugby 3 - 
Protect 

Hatfield QE RFC has been 
refused a lease of the site, 
therefore it is unsecured for 
long term use 

Work with the club to put 
in place an agreement to 
allow long-term access 
of the site 

WHBC 
RFU 
Hatfield QE RFC 

WHBC and 
RFU officer 
time 

Short High 

Rugby 4 – 
Enhance 

Pitch quality was identified as 
poor and therefore carrying 
capacity is not sufficient to 
meet current demand 

Improve pitch 
maintenance to allow 
additional capacity 

WHBC 
RFU 
Hatfield QE RFC 

WHBC and 
RFU funding 

Short Medium 

Rugby 5 - 
Provide 

Hatfield QE RFC have 
expressed their desire to 
develop their own facility, 
with 2 adult pitches and club 
house, which they have 
received a 200k grant for 

Work with the club and 
support them in finding a 
suitable site for their 
relocation  

WHBC 
RFU 
Hatfield QE RFC 
 

WHBC and 
RFU officer 
time 
 

Medium High 

STANBOROUGH 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Netball 1 - 
Protect 

The site is a nationally 
recognised netball facility that 
is of key strategic importance 
for netball in Hertfordshire. 

Protect and maintain 
netball facilities on site 

England Netball 
WHBC 

Officer time Short High 

STANBOROUGH 
SCHOOL GRASS 
PITCHES 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 29 –  
Enhance 

There are two Youth 9v9 
pitches on site but no 
demand for this pitch 
typology. However, there are 
Mini Soccer teams from 
Hatfield Youth and Hatfield 
Town Youth playing from the 

Reconfigure the Youth 
pitches into Mini Soccer 
in order to better 
accommodate current 
demand 

Stanborough 
School, 
FF 

Stanborough 
School 

Short Low 
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site.  

SOUTHFIELDS 
SCHOOL 

Hatfield 
Football 30 - 
Provide 

The school has completed 
community use agreements 
on two sites (Woods Avenue 
and Travellers Lane), 
however no sports provision 
was present at time of 
assessment 

Work with the school and 
the FA to explore the 
possibility of developing 
pitch provision on site to 
better accommodate 
local demand 

WHBC 
FA 
Southfields 
School 

WHBC and 
FA officer 
time 

Short Medium 

SWALLOW DELL 
PRIMARY AND 
NURSERY SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 31 –  
Protect 

The site has two Mini 7v7 
pitches that are not available 
to the community, however 
there is a significant deficit for 
this pitch typology within the 
sub-area 

Work with the school to 
explore the possibility of 
opening the site to the 
community during peak 
times of demand 

WHBC 
Swallow Dell 
School 

WHBC 
officer time 

Short Medium 

THE HOLY FAMILY 
CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 32 –  
Protect 

The site has two Mini 7v7 
pitches that are not available 
to the community, however 
there is a significant deficit for 
this pitch typology within the 
sub-area 

Work with the school to 
explore the possibility of 
opening the site to the 
community during peak 
times of demand 

WHBC 
The Holy Family 
School 

WHBC 
officer time 

Short Medium 

WELHAM GREEN 
RECREATION 
GROUND 

Southern 
Villages 

Football 33 –  
Enhance 

Drainage problems were 
identified on the grass 
pitches 

Improve quality of 
maintenance on site with 
a view to improving 
drainage on site 

WHBC,  
FF 

WHBC and 
FF funding 

Short Medium 

Football 34 –  
Provide 

There are intentions to 
establish a 9v9 pitch on site 
through a potential 
reconfiguration 

Provide support and 
advice for a site 
reconfiguration 

FF, 
WHBC 

FF and 
WHBC 
officer time 

Short Medium 

WELWYN AND 
DISTRICT CLUB 

Northern 
Villages 

Bowls 2 – 
Enhance 

The club have applied for 
Bowls England funding to 
address drainage issues on 
site 

Continue to support the 
club in their efforts to 
undertake drainage 
works on site 

Bowls England 
Welwyn Garden 
City Bowls Club 

Bowls 
England 
funding 

Medium Low 

WELWYN GARDEN 
CITY BOWLS CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Cricket 12 – 
Enhance 

1.Practice nets on site were 
deemed old and in need of 
relaying 
2.The club have aspirations 
to undertake significant 
development works to the 
ancillary facility to make it 
suitable for female and 
disabled cricketers 

1.Refurbish practice nets 
2.Undertake feasibility 
study to determine the 
scale of work required 
and costs implied for the 
ancillary facility 
development. 

ECB 
Welwyn Garden 
City CC 
Sport England  

1.ECB 
funding 
2. ECB and 
WHBC 
officer time 

1.Short 
2.Short 

1.Medium 
2.Medium 
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Cricket 13 - 
Provide 

The site is currently over 
capacity for grass wickets 
and has no spare capacity in 
the peak period 

1.Undertake feasibility 
study to explore the 
option of installing a non-
turf pitch to the existing 
square 
2. If the above is not 
possible, support the 
club in displacing some 
demand to nearby sites 

ECB 
WHBC 
Welwyn Garden 
City CC 

ECB and 
WHBC 
officer time 
and funding 

1.Short 
2.Short 

1.High 
2.High 

Bowls 3 – 
Enhance 

The club have expressed 
their intentions to increase 
and improve green provision 
to meet an expected growth 
in demand in coming years, 
as well as installing 
floodlights 

Support the club with 
their development plans, 
providing guidance and 
information on potential 
funding opportunities 

Bowls England  
Welwyn and 
District Bowls 
Club 
WHBC 

Bowls 
England 
funding  

Short Low 

WELWYN GARDEN 
CITY FOOTBALL 
CLUB 

Welwyn 
Garden City 

Football 35 –  
Enhance 

The pitch scored in the lower 
end of the Standard rating 
and the club revealed that 
this has restricted the growth 
and development of the club 
and teams 

Improved maintenance 
of pitches on this site 

FF,  
Welwyn Garden 
City Football 
Club 

FF funding  Short Medium 

Football 36 –  
Provide 

The club have identified a 
potential site for the 
development of additional 
provision in order to allow the 
introduction of a ladies and a 
youth section 

Explore the site’s 
potential for 
reconfiguration and 3G 
development, in 
conjunction with the FA 
and FF, and in line with 
any priorities identified 
as part of the emerging 
LFFP. 
 
1. Explore the potential 
development of Avery 
Field, located adjacent to 
the existing site, in 
conjunction with the FA 
and FF, and in line with 
any priorities identified in 
the emerging LFFP. 
2.Support the club in 
obtaining permission for 
this development and 

WHBC, 
FA, 
FF 

WHBC and 
FF officer 
time and 
funding 

1.Short 
2.Medium 

1.High 
2.High 



 
  Doc Status: Draft 

Doc Ref: Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council PPS Needs Assessment 
 
 
 

 
Page 218 of 231 

 

accessing funding 
opportunities. 

WELWYN PLAYING 
FIELDS 

Northern 
Villages 

Cricket 14 – 
Enhance 

1.Some evidence of flooding 
was identified at the site 
2.The ancillary facility scored 
in the lower end of the 
Standard rating and may 
need refurbishment in the 
near future 
3.The club have expressed 
their aspirations to establish 
a score board on site 

1.Undertake drainage 
works and improve 
maintenance 
2.Provide support and 
information on potential 
funding opportunities for 
an upgrading of the 
pavilion 
3.Support the club in 
accessing funding for a 
new score board 

WHBC 
ECB 
Welwyn Garden 
City CC 

WHBC and 
ECB funding 
for drainage 
works, 
ancillary 
works and 
new score 
board 

1.Short 
2.Long 
3.Short 

1.Medium 
2.Medium 
3.Low 

WELWYN RFC 
Welwyn 
Garden City 

Rugby 6 – 
Enhance 

1.The three senior pitches on 
site are heavily overused, 
which causes the 
deterioration of the surface 
2.The site is of public access 
and suffers with occasional 
vandalism and dog fouling,  

1.Support the club in 
putting in place a more 
robust maintenance 
regime and allow 
additional carrying 
capacity 
2.Increase security of the 
site and improve signage 

RFU 
WHBC 
Welwyn RFC 

WHBC and 
RFU officer 
time and 
funding 

1.Short 
2.Short 

1.Medium 
2.Low 

Rugby 7 - 
Provide 

1.The club urgently requires 
additional land to develop 
additional provision to 
address the issue of overplay 
2.They have also expressed 
their intentions to renovate 
the ancillary facilities on site 
to make them suitable for all 
ages and genders 

1.Work with the club and 
assist them with finding 
suitable land for 
development 
2.Support the club with 
their facility development 
plans and provide 
information on potential 
funding opportunities 

RFU 
Welwyn RFC 
WHBC 
Sport England  

WHBC, 
RFU, and 
Sport 
England 
officer time 
and funding 

1.Medium-
Long 
2.Medium-
Long 

1.High 
2.High 
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Section 5: Delivering the Playing Pitch Strategy 
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 Delivering the Playing Pitch Strategy 

 To facilitate the development of sport and physical activity across Welwyn Hatfield, it is 

advised that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy project, continues 

to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as part of this strategy. 

 The success of a PPS will be determined by how it is used. It is recommended that the 

delivery of the strategy is led by the Council, with close support by the steering group that has 

been developed as part of this project. Further guidance is provided in Sport England’s PPS 

Guidance in the form of the Stage E commentary and associated checklist. Further detail on 

how a PPS can be used is included in Technical Appendix G – Applying the Playing Pitch 

Strategy. 

Keeping the PPS relevant and up-to-date 

 To ensure that the Playing Pitch Strategy stays relevant and continues to support 

stakeholders in the delivery of sport and physical activity facility investment and development, 

an annual review should be undertaken. This review, which if undertaken regularly will have a 

reduced scope than the full PPS, will allow the steering group to review progress against the 

PPS recommendations and action plan. The review will also identify any emerging issues and 

apply any lessons learnt through recent development or investment projects.  

 Through the development of the PPS, data has been stored and analysed on the 4 global 

Playing Pitch Strategy Platform, which has up to date supply and demand data for pitch sports 

across the borough. This data is available to WHBC and it is recommended that this is used 

as the starting point for future strategy refresh projects. 

Figure 17.1: Welwyn Hatfield Council Playing Pitch Platform 
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 In the short term, it is advised that the Council sets up an implementation group (which should 

be a continuation of steering group set up as part of the PPS), to co-ordinate preparation of a 

short-term action plan, as well as undertaking further sub-regional needs assessment for 

major cross-boundary development projects. The PPS has identified, on a site by site and 

sub-area level, the needs for pitch and ancillary provision across Welwyn Hatfield. Where the 

current level of supply does not meet the current or future needs of residents for specific 

sports, pitch typologies and ancillaries have been identified as requiring further capacity to 

meet demand.  

 In order to provide this additional capacity, guidance has been provided as to whether the 

steering group and partner organisations should look to; 

• Enhance existing pitches to increase their capacity and ensure adequate maintenance 

to maintain the higher use, and/or 

• Secure greater community access to sites and undertake necessary works to allow for 

such use to occur, and/or 

• Provide new playing pitches on new sites (natural or artificial grass pitches). 

 Where the third option has been recommended, further guidance is available from Sport 

England and National Governing Bodies to advise on the best course of action for local 

authorities and delivery organisations.  

Securing additional or improved pitch provision through development 

 In addition to the specific site by site recommendations identified throughout needs 

assessment, it is also key that the strategy provides a clear approach to securing playing pitch 

provision in the case new development, or utilising Section 106 (S106) of Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) contributions to improve the quantity or accessibility of existing 

provision.  

 It is important to note that for any contribution secured through S106, a clear and tailored 

approach is required, to demonstrate how the contribution will be used to benefit residents. 

Specifically, the Playing Pitch Strategy’s evidence base and action plan should be used to 

justify the need arising from the specific development and how these are to be met.  

 While S106 investment should typically be used for improvement projects nearby new 

development, or for developing new provision on new sites, CIL contributions are typically 

more appropriate for key strategic investment projects. .  

 The graphic overleaf and associated commentary identifies the stages that should be 

followed, when utilising the Playing Pitch Strategy to secure additional or improved pitch 

provision through development. 
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Figure 17.2: Securing additional or improved pitch provision through development 

 

 Although the population of a single development may not in itself generate the demand for a 

full pitch, it will still generate additional demand which should be quantified and be met. An 

example of how the Playing Pitch New Development Calculator can be used to calculate the 

need for new pitch provision arising from new development is included within the scenario 

testing section of this strategy.  

Using the Community Infrastructure Levy to invest in pitch sport provision 

 If a Local Authority uses CIL to invest in community projects, there are a range of resources 

available to support the development of these investment cases, alongside the evidence from 

this Playing Pitch Strategy.  

 Sport England continue to keep the advice note for CIL and Planning Obligations updated10, 

with the latest version found on the organisation’s website. The following key points have been 

updated and are particularly relevant to the outcomes of this PPS. 

 
 
10 https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-
guidance/community-infrastructure-levy-and-planning-obligations-advice-note/ 
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TOP TIPS FOR USING CIL  

• Develop and maintain a robust and up to date evidence base for sporting provision. 

• Use the evidence base to: 

o Estimate the nature and level of needs that may be generated from 

new development(s) for sporting provision; 

o establish clear deliverable actions (with associated costs) that have 

the potential to help meet the needs that will be generated from new 

development in the area. 

• Based on the nature of the actions, the level of new development in an area, and the 

realistic ability to secure investment into sport through CIL or planning obligations, 

decide how best to use CIL and planning obligations alongside one another to deliver 

sporting infrastructure and to support development. 

• Where CIL is in place ensure any sporting provision to be placed on the Reg 123 list is: 

o Project specific so it does not unnecessarily restrict the use of 

planning obligations; 

o focused on high level priority projects of a strategic nature that CIL 

has potential to deliver rather than a long list of projects that CIL will 

never be able to fund. This will allow the potential for other projects 

to be funded by planning obligations; 

o backed by strong high level officer and political support within the LA 

so that there is some confidence that CIL funds will be directed to 

the sporting provision. 

• Where CIL is not in place, or where the wording of a Reg 123 list allows for the use of 

planning obligations, ensure that: 

o any obligations sought are based on a tailored approach to each 

development, using the robust evidence base to help with clearly 

justifying the needs arising and how they are to be met; 

o a proactive approach is taken to planning for the use of planning 

obligations in the context of the current pooling restrictions (i.e. as 

far as is practical matching specific developments to identified 

projects). This could be through the use of a Planning Obligations 

SPD which identifies potential projects from a playing pitch strategy 

or sports facility strategy that could help meet the need arising from 

planned developments in a Local Plan. 

 Further information is available as part of Sport England’s CIL and Planning Obligations 

Advice Note, however it is key to note that in relation to the 1st top tip identified above, the 

development and delivery of this PPS is the first stage in utilising CIL to leverage grass roots 

sport investment. 

Securing additional or improved pitch provision through development 

 In addition to the new or improved pitch provision that is identified in line with the process 

demonstrated above, the cost for maintenance of new facilities should also be sought for both 

on-site and off-site provision. For example, where 3G facilities are installed, the carpet will 



 
  Doc Status: Draft 

Doc Ref: Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council PPS Needs Assessment 
 
 
 

 
Page 224 of 231 

require replacement (approximately every 10 years depending on level of usage and 

maintenance) and costs towards a sinking fund should also be sought.  

 Where a pitch or pitches are required on-site, this may include requiring delivery through a 

planning policy and a masterplan approach for the whole area. This can ensure that enough 

suitable land is planned from the outset and provided at no cost. This is particularly important 

where there is a need for a large land-take associated with pitches.  

 Planning policy should seek to ensure that where sites are developed in phases or through 

multiple applications, and where the pitch provision is required on-site, that this provision is 

coordinated and delivered by the landowners/developers. In some circumstances, a single site 

for pitches serving all the development or all its phases can be required.  

 The timing and delivery of the pitches and related changing and parking facilities should be 

considered in relation to development phasing to achieve a balance between ensuring 

provision is in place in time to meet the needs of the residents, avoiding pressure being placed 

on existing facilities, and the financial viability of the development.  

 Where there are separate developments in close proximity that taken together generate a 

need for a whole pitch, contributions need to be made towards new provision or improving, 

existing pitches. For new pitches, the planning policy therefore also needs to identify where 

that pitch and related changing and parking facilities are to be located, how sufficient land is to 

be secured, and (where known) the individual developments that need to contribute to it. This 

also applies to where there is a need for a larger strategic site serving a large catchment. This 

may require the developers to provide the land on-site or for the local planning authority to 

identify the land through the Local Plan process. 

Securing appropriate land provision from new development 

 Suitable land needs to be provided by developments, in line with the guidelines below; 

• Where the investment need is for a new pitch and related changing and parking facilities 

to meet the demand directly generated by the population of the new development(s), 

then the developer is expected to meet all these costs. These include provision, 

maintenance and land costs 

• Where the demand is for the majority (50% or more) of a pitch and related changing and 

parking facilities, that is to be provided on site, suitable land will be provided by the 

developer at no cost, as well as the population-related proportion of the cost of the pitch 

• Where the demand is for less than 50% of a pitch and related changing and parking 

facilities, that is to be provided on-site, then suitable land needs to be planned into the 

development, however only a proportionate amount of this land will be provided for free 

and the remainder will need to be funded from other sources (e.g. from pooled 

contributions from other developments, from grants or other sources) 

• Where the land cannot be provided for on-site because of proven master-planning 

constraints, financial viability or other relevant reasons, then the local authority may 

negotiate an appropriate alternative contribution, where this is S106 compliant.  
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Identifying the appropriate provision for contribution 

 As identified in the policy context for this document, the Council will secure developer 

contributions where appropriate towards future sports infrastructure to support future 

development in accordance with Local Plan policies and the Infrastructure Delivery Plan.  

Developer contributions will primarily be sought through S106 agreements, but other funding 

sources may also be secured where possible. The Council will continue to work with partners 

and infrastructure providers in order to secure improvements to sport infrastructure to meet the 

future needs of the borough. 

 In the case of S106 contributions, the following should be noted; 

• No more than five contributions may be pooled towards the provision of any single 

infrastructure project or type of infrastructure 

• Section 106 contributions must be directly related to the development in question; 

however the impact of any development can affect the wider community. This means 

that S106 contributions can be used to deliver improvements to facilities that are located 

some distance away from the development, such as a local town centre or major sports 

facility hub site 

• Development that is funded through S106 contribution should be focussed on specific 

projects, identified through the strategic need’s assessments (such as this Playing Pitch 

Strategy) that have been issued by the Council. 

Calculating contributions 

 To calculate the scale of a developer’s financial contributions for the provision of pitches and 

related facilities, the following should be used; 

• Sport England’s Playing Pitch New Development Calculator should be used to assess 

pitch and related facilities arising from specific developments. This can be supported 

and evidenced by Sport England’s latest facility costs for pitches and related facilities, 

as well as detailed feasibility work and support from qualified cost consultants. The 

latest version of this calculator can be found here: 

https://www.activeplacespower.com/reports/playing-pitch-caculator  

• The cost of maintenance and sinking funds, where justified, should be calculated using 

Sport England or NGB advice and supporting documents, however local knowledge and 

previous costs from similar maintenance contracts should be considered. Maintenance 

and sinking costs can also be provided by Sport England’s ‘Lifecycle Costs’ (2017) 

however where specific and robust knowledge is available it is recommended that this is 

used 

• Where a land cost is justified this cost will be based on the local market cost for the 

relevant sport/leisure land use. There may also be a need to add the cost of other local 

and site-specific costs (e.g. abnormal ground conditions, site access needs etc.) 

• All costs should date related and inflation needs to be considered (e.g. if a facility is to 

be delivered in 3 years’ time the planning condition must apply an appropriate inflation 

index). 

https://www.activeplacespower.com/reports/playing-pitch-caculator
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 If the PPNCD is to be used, the Council should ensure that the most recent template is used, 

as financial data changes regularly. Further support is available from Sport England as 

required. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES 

 Following consultation with the Steering Group, the following notes are included to provide further 

guidance on the general principles to consider when planning on-site playing pitch provision in major 

new developments: 

• New football pitches should be provided on large multi-pitch sites supported by 
appropriate changing facilities and car parking 

• Small single pitch football sites should be avoided 

• Provision for 3G pitches should be considered from the outset and sites should be 
sited and designed so that they can accommodate 3G at a later date 

• New cricket pitches should only be provided where there is clear evidence that there 
will be a club that will use and/or manage the pitch from the outset 

• New playing fields should be sited and designed so that their use is not prejudiced by 
adjoining sensitive uses such as residential (e.g. to address the implications of ball 
strike and lighting/noise associated with 3G pitches) 

• The potential for new secondary schools to meet 3G pitch and cricket NTP needs 
should be explored at the outset 

• MUGAs and tennis/netball courts should be provided as part of playing field sites or 
secondary school sites and should be designed for meeting club needs including the 
provision of floodlighting 

• New schools that provide facilities that will help meet community needs should have 
community use secured through formal agreements 

• Management options for managing new outdoor sports sites should be considered at 
the outset including management by community sports clubs and community sports 
trusts as well as conventional options. 

• Provision should be made for the long term maintenance of new sites 
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 Glossary of terms  

 In order to fully understand the PPS, 4global have created a glossary detailing key 

terms and phrases mentioned throughout. The glossary is detailed below, along with 

appropriate definitions; 

ACRONYMS 

• 3G AGP: Third Generation Artificial Grass Pitch 

• 4g: 4global Consulting 

• AGP: Artificial Grass Pitch(es) 

• APS: Active People Survey(s) 

• CC: Cricket Club 

• CIL: Community Infrastructure Levy 

• CSP: County Sports Partnership 

• ECB: England and Wales Cricket Board 

• EH: England Hockey 

• FA: Football Association 

• FC: Football Club 

• FE: Further Education 

• GIS: Geographical Information Systems 

• HC: Hockey Club 

• HE: Higher Education 

• IOG: Institute of Groundsmanship 

• JFC: Junior Football Club 

• LDF: Local Development Framework 

• LMS: Last Man Stands 

• LSOA: Lower Layer Super Output Area 

• MES: Match equivalent sessions 

• NPPF: National Planning Policy Framework 

• PPS: Playing Pitch Strategy 

• PQS: Performance Quality Standard 

• RFU: Rugby Football Union 

• RUFC: Rugby Union Football Club 

• S106: Section 106 Agreement 

• U: Under. 

PHRASES 

 National Governing Body of Sport (NGB) - typically these are independent, self-

appointed organisations that govern their sports through the common consent of their 

sport. Sport England has a recognition process for NGBs that aims to identify a single 

lead NGB structure which governs a sport at UK, GB or home country level. 
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 Unsecured Community Use - these are pitches that are currently used or available 

for community-use, however there is no secure management/usage agreement in 

place. 

 Secured Community Use - all pitches in LA, town and parish council ownership 

would typically be considered secure. It must be noted that secured access relates to 

community users of pitches in general terms having secured access to sites, not 

individual teams/clubs. 

 Team Generation Rate – Provides an indication of how many people it may take to 

generate a team. A TGR can be calculated by dividing the current population within an 

age group for a sport by the number of teams in the area within that age group. This is 

then used to calculate the number of teams that will be required in the future, to allow 

for future population growth or reduction. 

 Displaced demand generally relates to play by teams or other users of playing 

pitches from within the Study Area (i.e. from residents of the Study Area) which takes 

place outside of the area. This may be due to issues with the provision of pitches and 

ancillary facilities in the Study Area, just reflective of how the sports are played (e.g. at 

a central venue for the wider area) or due to the most convenient site for the 

respective users just falling outside of the local authority/Study Area. 

 Unmet demand is demand that is known to exist but unable to be accommodated on 

current supply of pitches. This could be in the form of a team with access to a pitch for 

matches but nowhere to train or vice versa. This could also be due to the poor quality 

and therefore limited capacity of pitches in the area and/or a lack of provision and 

ancillary facilities which meet a certain standard of play/league requirement. League 

secretaries may be aware of some unmet demand as they may have declined 

applications from teams wishing to enter their competitions due to a lack of pitch 

provision which in turn is hindering the growth of the league. 

 Latent demand is demand that evidence suggests may be generated from the current 

population should they have access to more or better provision. This could include 

feedback from a sports club who may feel that they could set up and run an additional 

team if they had access to better provision. 

 Future demand is an informed estimate made of the likely future demand for pitches 

in the Study Area. This is generally based on the most appropriate current and future 

population projections for the relevant age and gender groupings for each sport. Key 

trends, local objectives and targets and consultation also inform this figure. 

 Casual use or other use could take place on natural grass pitches or AGPs and 

include: 

• Regular play from non-sports club sources (e.g. companies, schools, fitness 

classes) 

• Infrequent informal/friendly matches 

• Informal training sessions 

• More casual forms of a particular sport organised by sports clubs or other parties 
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• Significant public use and informal play, particularly where pitches are located in 

parks/recreation grounds. 

 

 Carrying capacity is the amount of play a site can regularly accommodate (in the 

relevant comparable unit) for community use without adversely affecting its quality and 

use. This is typically outlined by the NGB. 

 Overplay is when a pitch is used over the amount that the carrying capacity will allow, 

(i.e. more than the site can accommodate). Pitches have a limit of how much play they 

can accommodate over a certain period of time before their quality, and in turn their 

use, is adversely affected. 

 Spare capacity is the amount of additional play that a pitch could potentially 

accommodate in additional to current activity. There may be reasons why this 

potential to accommodate additional play should not automatically be regarded as 

actual spare capacity, for example, a site may be managed to regularly operate 

slightly below its carrying capacity, to ensure that it can cater for a number of friendly 

matches and training activity. This needs to be investigated before the capacity is 

deemed actual spare capacity. 

 Match equivalent sessions is an appropriate comparable unit for pitch usage. For 

football, rugby union and rugby league, pitches should relate to a typical week within 

the season and one match = one match equivalent session if it occurs every week or 

0.5 match equivalent sessions if it occurs every other week (i.e. reflecting home and 

away fixtures). For cricket pitches it is appropriate to look at the number of match 

equivalent sessions over the course of a season and one match = one match 

equivalent session. 
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	 Introduction and methodology 
	 Project scope and objectives 
	 Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, hereby referred to as WHBC, has commissioned 4global Consulting to prepare a Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS), to provide the council with a clear evidence base and guide future provision and management of new sports pitches and outdoor sports facilities in the Welwyn Hatfield area in the context of national policy and local sports development criteria.  
	Span
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Span
	 
	 
	 
	 


	 A PPS is a strategic assessment that provides an up to date analysis of supply and demand for playing pitches (grass and artificial) and outdoor sports facilities in the local authority. The strategy and the evidence base upon which it is based is delivered using national guidance and facility insight from specific Governing Bodies of Sport and the council. The assessment will focus on facilities used by the following sports: 
	• Football 
	• Football 
	• Football 

	• Rugby Union 
	• Rugby Union 

	• Cricket  
	• Cricket  

	• Hockey 
	• Hockey 

	• Tennis 
	• Tennis 

	• Netball 
	• Netball 

	• Lacrosse 
	• Lacrosse 

	• Golf 
	• Golf 

	• Cycling 
	• Cycling 

	• Bowls 
	• Bowls 

	• Athletics 
	• Athletics 


	 Within these sports, the strategy will seek as far as is practical to include consideration of all forms of play, whether; 
	• Club and league based (formal) play and training 
	• Club and league based (formal) play and training 
	• Club and league based (formal) play and training 

	• Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up and play ‘products’ such as Rush Hockey, Mash-up Football, Last Man Stands Cricket, and Touch Rugby) 
	• Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up and play ‘products’ such as Rush Hockey, Mash-up Football, Last Man Stands Cricket, and Touch Rugby) 
	• Less formal programmed forms of the respective sports (e.g. turn up and play ‘products’ such as Rush Hockey, Mash-up Football, Last Man Stands Cricket, and Touch Rugby) 
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	• Informal and un-programmed play by groups of residents, workers, students, school friends (out of school) 
	• Informal and un-programmed play by groups of residents, workers, students, school friends (out of school) 


	Span
	 The PPS will provide a holistic analysis of sports facilities across the Study Area, leading to a comprehensive set of recommendations for the future development of facilities, in line with the needs of local residents. 
	 The consultant team has worked with the council and PPS steering group to provide a strategy that is fit-for-purpose and addresses the specific issues and risks for the area. It is key that this PPS reflects the local context and enables the council to maximise the amount of high quality sporting provision for its residents, while understanding the need to meet planning and housing requirements. The Strategy will therefore aim to deliver against the following drivers: 
	• To ensure that the borough has an up-to-date framework for the prioritisation, provision and development of sports facilities across the public, private and independent sectors. 
	• To ensure that the borough has an up-to-date framework for the prioritisation, provision and development of sports facilities across the public, private and independent sectors. 
	• To ensure that the borough has an up-to-date framework for the prioritisation, provision and development of sports facilities across the public, private and independent sectors. 

	• Support the implementation of the Council’s submitted local plan policies relating to the protection, enhancement and provision of community sport and physical activity facilities and provide an evidence based framework to support negotiations with developers who may provide funding or other assistance to improve local provision 
	• Support the implementation of the Council’s submitted local plan policies relating to the protection, enhancement and provision of community sport and physical activity facilities and provide an evidence based framework to support negotiations with developers who may provide funding or other assistance to improve local provision 

	• The identification of deficiencies and opportunities for improvement will set the context for decisions about the priority and delivery of local sports/physical activity facilities in the borough. 
	• The identification of deficiencies and opportunities for improvement will set the context for decisions about the priority and delivery of local sports/physical activity facilities in the borough. 

	• Provide a robust evidence base to support funding bids from National Sports bodies like Sport England and National Governing Bodies (NGB’s) of sport.   
	• Provide a robust evidence base to support funding bids from National Sports bodies like Sport England and National Governing Bodies (NGB’s) of sport.   

	• Ensure that a planned approach to sport and physical activity facilities takes place in Welwyn Hatfield now and up to 2032, ensuring that the borough community has access to high quality facilities, helping communities to increase their levels of physical activity, improve their health and remain cohesive.  
	• Ensure that a planned approach to sport and physical activity facilities takes place in Welwyn Hatfield now and up to 2032, ensuring that the borough community has access to high quality facilities, helping communities to increase their levels of physical activity, improve their health and remain cohesive.  

	•  
	•  


	 Methodology 
	 The assessment methodology adopted for the PPS follows the published guidance from Sport England. The guidance used is the 2013 version, Playing Pitch Strategy Guidance – An Approach to Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy1. Figure 1 summarises the approach proposed in this guidance and is broken down into 10 steps. 
	1 https://www.sportengland.org/media/3522/pps-guidance-october-2013-updated.pdf 
	1 https://www.sportengland.org/media/3522/pps-guidance-october-2013-updated.pdf 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Figure 1.1: Developing and Delivering a Playing Pitch Strategy – The 10 Step Approach (Sport England, 2013) 
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	 The findings in this report are based on data collected from several credible sources, including but not limited to; 
	• Local authority and public policy strategic documentation; 
	• Local authority and public policy strategic documentation; 
	• Local authority and public policy strategic documentation; 

	• Sport England tools, including Active Places Power, the Active Lives Survey and the New Development Playing Pitch Calculator; 
	• Sport England tools, including Active Places Power, the Active Lives Survey and the New Development Playing Pitch Calculator; 

	• Stakeholder consultation, including WHBC Officers and Members, Sport England, , relevant National Governing Bodies of Sport, key user clubs; and 
	• Stakeholder consultation, including WHBC Officers and Members, Sport England, , relevant National Governing Bodies of Sport, key user clubs; and 

	• Site visits, undertaken at all sites across the Study Area.  
	• Site visits, undertaken at all sites across the Study Area.  


	 To facilitate information gathering and help ensure PPS reports are based on a robust evidence base, 4global has developed an online data entry and assessment platform (see example below), which contains all site and club information. This will enable the council and PPS Steering Group to keep supply and demand information and the strategy up to date throughout the delivery of the strategy. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Figure 1.2 - 4global’s Online Playing Pitch Platform  
	 
	Figure
	 
	 A Project Steering Group comprising representation from the council, Sport England and National Governing Bodies of Sport (NGBs) has guided the study from its commencement. At critical milestones, the Steering Group members have reviewed and verified the data and information collected to allow the work to proceed efficiently through each stage. 
	 The PPS Steering Group will continue to help guide preparation of the PPS through to its adoption and subsequent delivery and implementation. 
	 Methodology for the assessment of non-pitch sports facilities – ANOG 
	 As highlighted above, the 2013 PPS methodology features in depth guidance and instruction regarding the undertaking of research, and presentation of the data for five pitch sports: Association Football; Cricket; Hockey; Rugby Union, and; Rugby. All other sports covered in the strategy are not covered by any formal PPS guidance. 
	 The aim of the ANOG (Assessing Needs and Opportunities Guide for indoor and outdoor sports) guidance is stated as follows: "This guide provides a recommended approach to undertaking a robust assessment of need for indoor and outdoor sports facilities. The guide has primarily been produced to help (LAs) meet the requirements of the Government’s National Planning Policy Framework". 
	 The ANOG guidance recommends utilising the following methodology: 
	Figure 1.3: ANOG methodology  
	Figure
	 Whilst this methodology is not as specific as that laid out in the 2013 PPS guidance for PPS sports, it does provide a recognised, repeatable and robust framework on which to base out assessment of need. 
	 
	 
	  
	 Report structure 
	 The structure of the PPS report is as follows  
	• Section 1 – Introduction and Methodology 
	• Section 1 – Introduction and Methodology 
	• Section 1 – Introduction and Methodology 

	• Section 2 – Strategic Context 
	• Section 2 – Strategic Context 

	• Section 3 – Sport-Specific Supply and Demand Assessment 
	• Section 3 – Sport-Specific Supply and Demand Assessment 


	 Supporting information is included in the appendices and referenced throughout. 
	 In addition to this needs assessment, a strategy document has also been produced, which provides future recommendations, scenario testing and a site by site action plan for key sites across the local authority.  
	  
	  
	 
	 
	Section 2: Strategic context 
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	 Strategic Context 
	 The Study Area 
	 Map 2.1 shows the Welwyn Hatfield Borough and the four sub-areas included within the PPS.  
	 The four sub areas are as follows; 
	• Hatfield 
	• Hatfield 
	• Hatfield 

	• Northern Villages 
	• Northern Villages 

	• Southern Villages 
	• Southern Villages 

	• Welwyn Garden City 
	• Welwyn Garden City 


	Figure 2.1 –Welwyn Hatfield Sub Areas  
	Figure
	 Welwyn Hatfield Borough 
	 Welwyn Hatfield covers an area of 130 square kilometres across the centre of Hertfordshire. Welwyn Hatfield has two main towns, Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield alongside a number of large and small villages providing a mix of urban, suburban and rural settlements. The borough is bordered by Hertsmere and Enfield to the south, St Albans to the west, North Hertfordshire to the north, and East Herts and Broxbourne to the east. At its closest point, Central London is approximately 11 miles south of the borough
	 Welwyn Hatfield has an estimated 122,472 residents in 2017 (Source: ONS 2016 sub national population projections). There has been an increase of 11% since the 2011 
	Census, and the borough is continuing to grow. The ONS 2016 census projections estimate that the borough will have 140,642 residents by 2032, a growth of 18,170 persons (Source: ONS 2016 sub national population projections).  
	 Welwyn Hatfield has a rich heritage; based on Roman origins, Welwyn can be dated back to the 1st Century. Welwyn Garden City, founded in 1920, is the second garden city in England; the area combines the benefits of the city and the countryside. Hatfield was designated a New Town after the Second World War to accommodate the population overspill from London. 
	 Welwyn Hatfield is also rich in green spaces and biodiversity interest with approximately 79% of the borough lying within the Metropolitan Green Belt. The borough has eight conservation areas, 427 listed buildings and structures, 73 areas of archaeological significance and 4 registered historic parks and gardens. 
	 Welwyn Hatfield has a strong economy with a good balance of businesses; approximately 22% of the Borough’s residents work in London whilst many of the residents of surrounding boroughs choose Welwyn Hatfield as their destination for work. 
	 A number of current strategic polices, strategies and factors influence current and future supply and demand for sport and recreation facilities in the Borough. As well as providing the context for future facility provision, e.g. health improvement, improving accessibility and increasing participation, these strategies also provide opportunities to link priority areas and needs, and ensure that outcomes are aligned with identified local objectives. The relevant strategies and policies include: 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan 2016-2032 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan 2016-2032 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan 2016-2032 

	• Understanding the Implications of the Draft Local Plan Housing Target 
	• Understanding the Implications of the Draft Local Plan Housing Target 

	• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council  
	• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council  

	• April 2017 Welwyn Hatfield Alliance Community Partnership 
	• April 2017 Welwyn Hatfield Alliance Community Partnership 

	• Welwyn Hatfield Community Strategy 2015-2020 – “Towards 2020”; 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Community Strategy 2015-2020 – “Towards 2020”; 

	• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Business Plan 2015-2018 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Business Plan 2015-2018 

	• Business Action Plan 2017-18 
	• Business Action Plan 2017-18 

	• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Public Health and Wellbeing Strategic Framework 2015-2018 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council Public Health and Wellbeing Strategic Framework 2015-2018 

	• Hertfordshire’s Joint strategic needs assessment (JSNA) 2016 
	• Hertfordshire’s Joint strategic needs assessment (JSNA) 2016 

	• Welwyn and Hatfield Sports Facility Strategy (WHSFS) 2012 
	• Welwyn and Hatfield Sports Facility Strategy (WHSFS) 2012 

	• Welwyn Hatfield Sport Facility Study (WHSFS) 2011 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Sport Facility Study (WHSFS) 2011 

	• Welwyn Hatfield Community Facilities Study October 2012 
	• Welwyn Hatfield Community Facilities Study October 2012 

	• Herts County Sports Partnership (CSP) -Strategic Plan 2017-2021; and 
	• Herts County Sports Partnership (CSP) -Strategic Plan 2017-2021; and 


	 
	 Future development in the Borough 
	 A key factor influencing the future provision of sports facilities in the Borough (what and where) is the scale and location of future housing development, which impacts on population density and also levels and nature of community demand.  
	 Welwyn Hatfield Draft Local Plan 
	 Policies in the Welwyn Hatfield Draft Local Plan 2016-2032 will help shape the kind of place that Welwyn Hatfield will be in the future. The Draft Local Plan currently proposes 12,000 additional homes over the plan period. 
	 Policies in the Business Plan 2018-2021 “Working Better together” sets out the vision and ambition for the area and the outcomes that Council want to achieve for local people. The Business Plan recognises that sport, culture, fitness and access to arts all have a role in helping people feel physically and mentally healthy regardless of their age, gender or ethnicity and commits to supporting local sport and leisure through a range of projects. 
	 Section 106 contributions for enhancements to existing, nearby open space will be sought where high- density schemes or town centre sites are unable to provide on-site private amenity space. 
	 Evidence in the PPS will support the implementation of key Local Plan policies such as SP 6 and SADM 7, which aim to guarantee the protection, expansion and enhancement of existing community services and facilities in the borough, and the provision of new ones. 
	 Growth and development in Welwyn Hatfield 
	 Welwyn Hatfield Council is currently planning for 12,000 homes in the period to 2032, however, it may be that as part of the Local Plan examination the housing figure will be increased to around 16,000 homes. The Local Plan includes 5 key sites for future housing 
	• North West Hatfield (1,650 homes): 
	• North West Hatfield (1,650 homes): 
	• North West Hatfield (1,650 homes): 

	• North East Welwyn Garden City (Panshanger) (650 homes); 
	• North East Welwyn Garden City (Panshanger) (650 homes); 

	• New village planned between Hatfield and Wheathampstead (to be known as Symondshyde) 1,130 homes 
	• New village planned between Hatfield and Wheathampstead (to be known as Symondshyde) 1,130 homes 

	• Birchall Garden Suburb, 2,500 homes (an extension south east of Welwyn Garden City but partially within East Herts District); and 
	• Birchall Garden Suburb, 2,500 homes (an extension south east of Welwyn Garden City but partially within East Herts District); and 

	• Old Shredded Wheat Factory in WGC Town centre (850-1500 potential homes along with the Roche site nearby). 
	• Old Shredded Wheat Factory in WGC Town centre (850-1500 potential homes along with the Roche site nearby). 


	 In addition to housing growth, there are 2-3 new Secondary schools planned to support new homes.  One is to be located NW of Hatfield with 8-10 forms of entry, and another in Birchall Garden Suburb (SE of WGC) 6-8 forms of entry.
	 Population Profiles and Projections 
	 The current and future population profile of Welwyn Hatfield and the locations of growth are important to understand in relation to planning for the future provision of sport and physical activity. 
	 The 2017 population, based on the ONS 2016 sub-national population projections, is 122,472 with continued growth projected through to 2032.  
	 Table 2.1 summarises the population projections for Welwyn Hatfield, taken from the ONS Sub National Population Data (2016-based). 
	Table 2.1: Population Projections 2017-2032 
	Welwyn Hatfield - Population Projections 2017-2032 
	Welwyn Hatfield - Population Projections 2017-2032 
	Welwyn Hatfield - Population Projections 2017-2032 
	Welwyn Hatfield - Population Projections 2017-2032 
	Welwyn Hatfield - Population Projections 2017-2032 



	Population 2017 
	Population 2017 
	Population 2017 
	Population 2017 

	122,472 
	122,472 


	Increase in population 2017 to 2032 
	Increase in population 2017 to 2032 
	Increase in population 2017 to 2032 

	18,170 
	18,170 


	Projected population in 2032 
	Projected population in 2032 
	Projected population in 2032 

	140,642 
	140,642 


	% Population Change 2017 to 2032 
	% Population Change 2017 to 2032 
	% Population Change 2017 to 2032 

	14.8% 
	14.8% 


	Change in Households 2017 to 2032 
	Change in Households 2017 to 2032 
	Change in Households 2017 to 2032 

	There are approximately 46,900 homes in Welwyn Hatfield.12,000 (potentially 16,000) new homes are projected by 2032.  
	There are approximately 46,900 homes in Welwyn Hatfield.12,000 (potentially 16,000) new homes are projected by 2032.  
	(Source: Welwyn Hatfield Draft Local Plan 2016). 
	 


	% Change in Households 2017 to 2032 
	% Change in Households 2017 to 2032 
	% Change in Households 2017 to 2032 

	25.6% 
	25.6% 




	 
	 
	Map 2.1: Population 2017 by LSOA’s
	Figure
	 17.4% (21,398) of the population is under 15 years of age, 60.7% (74,313) of the population is aged 16-74 years and 15.3% (18,746) are over 65. 
	 The black and minority ethnic population is 23.5% (Source: ONS, Figure 2: Starting Point (2016-based) Population and Household Projections, 2011- 36). Whilst the majority of the population is Christian, there are growing numbers of those who consider themselves to be Hindu or Muslim. Future provision of sport and physical activity – facilities and activities - needs to reflect these demographic changes to ensure provision is accessible to all.  
	 The ONS Sub National Population projections (2016-based) sets out a population increase between 2017 and 2032 of 18,170 (14.8%), from 122,472 to 140,642. This figure of 18,170 has been used in this study as the population increase on which to base future need). 
	 Map 2.2 illustrates the population change 2017-2032 (Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA’s)) 
	Map 2.2: Welwyn Hatfield population growth by ward, 2017-2032 
	 
	Figure
	 
	 Welwyn Hatfield’s population has steadily increased over the last 30 years and that trend is expected to continue. People are living longer, and the Borough has an increasingly ageing population. Women have a longer life expectancy than men. 
	 The projected population growth indicates that there will be a significant increase in older people aged 65 and over in Welwyn Hatfield. The number of those aged 65+ is projected to increase by 37%. This is three times the level of growth in the 0-15 and 16-64 age groups. Over 18% of the population in Welwyn Hatfield will be 65+ by 2032.  
	 Map 2.3 illustrates the existing population density in the Borough. Hatfield South West is the most densely populated ward in 2017.  Map 2.3: Population density by LSOA’s, Welwyn Hatfield 2017 
	 
	Figure
	 Based on the identified areas of population growth, the areas of density shown in Map 3.3 will change quite dramatically; in particular the housing growth areas in the North West and South East of the Borough, will become major residential areas. 
	 Population Profile - Deprivation 
	 Welwyn Hatfield is generally a prosperous borough. This is reflected in above average incomes, health and higher levels of educational attainment. However, there is deprivation in certain areas, most notably in and around Hatfield, in the west of the Borough. 
	 Welwyn Hatfield is ranked 266 out of 326 local authorities on the 2015 Indices of Multiple Deprivation, placing it in the 20% least deprived local authority areas (Local authorities are given a rank out of 353 (the total number of lower tier and upper tier local authorities).  The lower the score and the higher the rank, the less deprived an area is compared with other areas in England. 
	 None of the Borough's 66 LSOA’s are amongst the 20% most deprived LSOA’s in England. 
	 More locally, 3 of Welwyn Hatfield's LSOA’s are amongst the 10% most deprived in Hertfordshire and 12 are amongst the 20% most deprived. However, Welwyn Hatfield also has 7 LSOA’s amongst the 10% least deprived and 10 LSOA’s amongst the 20% least deprived in Hertfordshire. 
	 75.5% of the population aged 16-64 is economically active (Census 2011) 
	 Car ownership is above the England and Wales average of 79.7% with 73% of households having access to at least one car (RAC Foundation / 2011 Census). Car ownership in the Borough is very high due to the large number of people who commute out of the Borough, given the motorway network is very close to its borders 
	 45% of Welwyn Hatfield’s residents use public transport at least once per week (Annual Residents’ survey, 2007) 
	 20.3% of households have no access to a car or a van, 79.7% have access to at lest one car or van (ONS Census 2011) 
	 There is an outflow of 23,044 commuters primarily into more central London and an inflow of 38,565 commuters. Therefore, an overall net inflow of 15,638 commuters. (Census 2011)  
	 Map 2.4 shows the areas of deprivation in the Borough; the darker colours are the areas of highest deprivation  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	     
	 
	Map 2.4: Index of multiple deprivation by LSOA’s 2015, Welwyn Hatfield 
	Figure
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 Health Profile 
	 The health of people in Welwyn Hatfield is better than the England average. However, life expectancy is 7.8 years lower for men and 8.1 years lower for women in the most deprived areas of Welwyn Hatfield than in the least deprived areas. 
	 Key factors from the Public Health England (PHE) Health profile 2017 are: 
	• At year 6, in 2017/18 the number of children classed as obese was 15.1%, lower than the England average of 20.1%;); 
	• At year 6, in 2017/18 the number of children classed as obese was 15.1%, lower than the England average of 20.1%;); 
	• At year 6, in 2017/18 the number of children classed as obese was 15.1%, lower than the England average of 20.1%;); 

	• Excess weight in adults is below the England average (64.6%) at 61.1%; 
	• Excess weight in adults is below the England average (64.6%) at 61.1%; 

	• Recorded levels of diabetes are currently 1.4% lower than the England average of 6.4%; 
	• Recorded levels of diabetes are currently 1.4% lower than the England average of 6.4%; 

	• Death caused by cardio vascular disease (Cardio Vascular disease (CVD)) for under 75’s is 4% lower than the national average; 
	• Death caused by cardio vascular disease (Cardio Vascular disease (CVD)) for under 75’s is 4% lower than the national average; 

	• Physical activity levels for adults (16+) is 56.4%, slightly higher than the England average of 53.9% (Based on Chief Medical Officer (CMO)) guidelines; 
	• Physical activity levels for adults (16+) is 56.4%, slightly higher than the England average of 53.9% (Based on Chief Medical Officer (CMO)) guidelines; 

	• GCSE attainment is better than the England average (57.3%) at 61.6%; 
	• GCSE attainment is better than the England average (57.3%) at 61.6%; 

	• 14.4% of the population has a long-term health problem or disability that limits their day to day activities; and 
	• 14.4% of the population has a long-term health problem or disability that limits their day to day activities; and 

	• 15% of children live in low income families). 
	• 15% of children live in low income families). 


	 Local priorities include reducing obesity and increasing physical activity in adults, reducing smoking, and helping the growing older population maintain their health. 
	 Summary of key demographic factors and their implications 
	 Table 2.2 summarises the demographic profile of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities, reflecting the overall demographic analysis and factors for the Borough as discussed above.  Table 2.2: Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s Localities – Demographic Profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 



	LOCAL DESCRIPTION 
	LOCAL DESCRIPTION 
	LOCAL DESCRIPTION 
	LOCAL DESCRIPTION 

	- Welwyn Hatfield consists of seventeen wards. 
	- Welwyn Hatfield consists of seventeen wards. 
	- Welwyn Hatfield has 122,472 residents.  
	- The Borough is a combination of rural and urban areas. 


	POPULATION PROFILE 
	POPULATION PROFILE 
	POPULATION PROFILE 

	- 2017 population of 122,472 (2016 ONS SNPP 2016) with 65.4% of the population aged 16-64 years and 18.7% classed as 65+ 
	- 2017 population of 122,472 (2016 ONS SNPP 2016) with 65.4% of the population aged 16-64 years and 18.7% classed as 65+ 
	- The 2032 projected population is expected to be 140,642. 
	- Population will grow by 14.8% by 2032 
	-The borough has a significant number of older people and this trend will continue to rise. There will be a reduction in the number of under 15 year olds by 2032. 


	ETHNICITY 
	ETHNICITY 
	ETHNICITY 

	- 76.5% White British, 23.5% BME 
	- 76.5% White British, 23.5% BME 
	 




	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 
	Summary of Welwyn Hatfield’s localities – Demographic profile 



	HOUSING 
	HOUSING 
	HOUSING 
	HOUSING 

	- 12,000 (potentially 16,000) new homes projected by 2032, the end of the Local Plan period. 
	- 12,000 (potentially 16,000) new homes projected by 2032, the end of the Local Plan period. 
	- Key development areas include: North West Hatfield, North East Welwyn Garden City, South East Welwyn Garden City and a new settlement at Symondshyde, which lies between Hatfield and Wheathampstead. 


	DEPRIVATION 
	DEPRIVATION 
	DEPRIVATION 

	- Pockets of deprivation alongside very affluent areas of the Borough. 
	- Pockets of deprivation alongside very affluent areas of the Borough. 
	- Areas of highest deprivation are Hatfield Central Ward and Peartree Ward 
	- Educational attainment above the Hertfordshire average at GCSE level. 


	CAR OWNERSHIP 
	CAR OWNERSHIP 
	CAR OWNERSHIP 

	- 79.7% of the population has access to at least one car; 20.3% has no access to a car.  
	- 79.7% of the population has access to at least one car; 20.3% has no access to a car.  
	 


	HEALTH 
	HEALTH 
	HEALTH 

	- Overall health better than the national average 
	- Overall health better than the national average 
	- Welwyn Hatfield Physical Activity and Health statistics are slightly below than the regional and national averages.  
	- 61.1% of adults are categorised as overweight this is in line with the regional average (63.3%) but lower than the and national (64.8%) average.  
	- 15% of children are classed as obese, lower than the regional (17.9%) and the national (19.1%) average   
	- Total health costs due to physical activity are estimated at £1.7m per annum 
	 




	 
	 Physical activity and participation: the intrinsic value of participation 
	 The value of participation in sport and physical activity is significant, and its contribution to individual and community quality of life should not be under estimated. This is true for both younger and older people; participation in sport and physical activity delivers: 
	• Opportunities for physical activity, and therefore more ‘active living’; 
	• Opportunities for physical activity, and therefore more ‘active living’; 
	• Opportunities for physical activity, and therefore more ‘active living’; 

	• Health benefits – cardio vascular, stronger bones, mobility; 
	• Health benefits – cardio vascular, stronger bones, mobility; 

	• Health improvement %; 
	• Health improvement %; 

	• Social benefits – socialisation, communication, inter-action, regular contact, stimulation. 
	• Social benefits – socialisation, communication, inter-action, regular contact, stimulation. 


	 In addition, participation in sport and physical activity can facilitate the learning of new skills, development of individual and team ability / performance, and provide a ‘disciplined’ environment in which participants can ‘grow’ and develop. 
	 The benefits of regular and active participation in sport and physical activity will be important to promote in relation to future sport, leisure and physical activity in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 There is an existing audience in the Borough, which already recognises the advantages of participation, and a latent community who are ready to take part. The sport, physical activity and leisure offer in the Borough can support the delivery of the desired outcomes across a number of Borough Strategic priorities and objectives. 
	 Current participation rates 
	 In terms of the Public Health England definition for physical activity (150 minutes or equivalent of at least moderate intensity activity per week) 57.4% of adults aged 16+ years are classed as being active.  Table 2.3: Physically active and inactive adults (average figures) 
	Rate 
	Rate 
	Rate 
	Rate 
	Rate 

	Welwyn Hatfield 
	Welwyn Hatfield 

	Hertfordshire 
	Hertfordshire 

	England 
	England 



	% Active 
	% Active 
	% Active 
	% Active 

	57.4% 
	57.4% 

	57.8% 
	57.8% 

	57% 
	57% 


	% Inactive 
	% Inactive 
	% Inactive 

	28.7% 
	28.7% 

	28.1% 
	28.1% 

	28.7% 
	28.7% 




	 The Sport England Active People Survey (APS) shows that participation levels in Welwyn Hatfield are marginally above those at national level: 
	• 57.4% of adults (16+) report undertaking 150 minutes of moderate intensity physical activity compared to the national average of 57.0%; 
	• 57.4% of adults (16+) report undertaking 150 minutes of moderate intensity physical activity compared to the national average of 57.0%; 
	• 57.4% of adults (16+) report undertaking 150 minutes of moderate intensity physical activity compared to the national average of 57.0%; 

	• 45.2% adults (14+) take part in sport at least once a week compared to the national average of 37.0%: that’s 52.6% of men and 38.0% of women in the Welwyn Hatfield community; 
	• 45.2% adults (14+) take part in sport at least once a week compared to the national average of 37.0%: that’s 52.6% of men and 38.0% of women in the Welwyn Hatfield community; 

	• 24.1% adults (16+) take part in sport and active recreation three times a week compared to the National average of 23.7%: that’s 28.3% of men and 19.9% of women in the Welwyn Hatfield community; and 
	• 24.1% adults (16+) take part in sport and active recreation three times a week compared to the National average of 23.7%: that’s 28.3% of men and 19.9% of women in the Welwyn Hatfield community; and 

	• 53.7% of adults who are inactive, want to take part in sport, demonstrating there is an opportunity to increase participation 
	• 53.7% of adults who are inactive, want to take part in sport, demonstrating there is an opportunity to increase participation 


	 Sports Activity 
	 The Active Lives Survey has replaced the APS. Active Lives Year 2 data (2016/17) for Welwyn Hatfield highlights the following: 
	• 80.6 % of Welwyn Hatfield’s residents aged 16+ took part in sport and physical activity at least twice in the 28 days prior to the survey being undertaken; 
	• 80.6 % of Welwyn Hatfield’s residents aged 16+ took part in sport and physical activity at least twice in the 28 days prior to the survey being undertaken; 
	• 80.6 % of Welwyn Hatfield’s residents aged 16+ took part in sport and physical activity at least twice in the 28 days prior to the survey being undertaken; 

	• 19.4% of the Borough’s population is inactive – i.e. they had undertaken less than 30 minutes physical activity or sport in the last 28 days 
	• 19.4% of the Borough’s population is inactive – i.e. they had undertaken less than 30 minutes physical activity or sport in the last 28 days 

	• 14.1% of the Borough’s population had undertaken at least 30-149 minutes of physical activity or sport in the last 28 days (excluding gardening); and 
	• 14.1% of the Borough’s population had undertaken at least 30-149 minutes of physical activity or sport in the last 28 days (excluding gardening); and 

	• In a separately measured category 69.1% of the Borough’s population had undertaken at least 150 minutes physical activity or sport in the last 28 days (including gardening). 
	• In a separately measured category 69.1% of the Borough’s population had undertaken at least 150 minutes physical activity or sport in the last 28 days (including gardening). 


	 This data further highlights that whilst many in the Borough are physically active, the regularity of this could still increase, and there is just under a fifth of the population who are not active enough to gain any health benefits. 
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	 Football grass pitch analysis 
	 Introduction 
	 This section of the report focusses on the supply and demand for grass football pitches. At the end of this section there is also a summary of the supply and demand findings for third generation (3G) Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s), that are becoming increasingly important to service the needs of football for both competitive play and training (Table 4.1).  
	 This section includes the headline findings from the PPS, as well as a site by site analysis of football sites across Welwyn Hatfield. For further detail on the supply and demand of football in the Study Area, Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis provides a detailed analysis of supply and demand of football in Welwyn Hatfield, including all the required analysis as defined in the Sport England Playing Pitch Guidance.  
	 Strategic Priorities for the Football Association  
	 The National Game Strategy for the FA (2018-2021) is based on the exciting objective of inspiring a lifelong journey in football for all. 
	 2018/19 will see the FA start to implement the first year of the National Game Strategy, building on a growth of just under 1,000 new teams during the 2017/18 season. 
	 The National Game Strategy focusses on five initial strategic pillars, with the sixth to be added in Year 2. These pillars are aligned to 18 Key Performance Indicators (KPI’s), as shown in the figure 3.1 overleaf. 
	Figure
	Figure 3.1: FA NGS Strategic Pillars and KPI’s 
	  
	 A key piece of context for the strategy is the changing profile of formal football participation across the country. Between the 16/17 and 17/18 seasons, the number of total teams has grown by 986 across all age groups, with the greatest growth coming in mini soccer (1,512) and youth male (415). This growth is offset to an extent by a reduction in adult male teams of 1,268 teams, signalling the changing nature of football participation across England.  
	 The strategic pillar that is of greatest relevance to this PPS is 5. Develop Sustainable Football Facilities. This key focus for this pillar is facilities and investment, with key objectives summarised below: 
	• Provide support to an agreed portfolio of priority projects in line with the National Football Facility Strategy (NFFS) investment priorities: 
	• Provide support to an agreed portfolio of priority projects in line with the National Football Facility Strategy (NFFS) investment priorities: 
	• Provide support to an agreed portfolio of priority projects in line with the National Football Facility Strategy (NFFS) investment priorities: 

	• 3G Football Turf Pitches 
	• 3G Football Turf Pitches 

	• Changing rooms, pavilions and clubhouses 
	• Changing rooms, pavilions and clubhouses 

	• Improved grass pitches 
	• Improved grass pitches 

	• Better indoor and outdoor spaces 
	• Better indoor and outdoor spaces 

	• Ensure that all projects are aligned and deliver against FA National Game Strategy targets: 
	• Ensure that all projects are aligned and deliver against FA National Game Strategy targets: 

	• Quality 
	• Quality 

	• Sustainability 
	• Sustainability 

	• Inclusivity 
	• Inclusivity 

	• Engagement 
	• Engagement 

	• Participation 
	• Participation 


	 Another key element of the NGS is the focus on informal and recreational football, the overall goal being to improve the experience of the participant, leading to enhanced retention and new participation in the game.  
	 Current trends and participation – Football 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights a slight decrease in football participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 5.1% of the population (aged 16+) participated in football at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 2,299,700 people. The survey also indicates that 10.8% - or approximately 4,827,600 people – participating in the last year. 
	 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 4.7%, or approximately 2,095,900 people, participated in the last 28 days and 10.1%, or approximately 4,555,000 people, participated in the last year. 
	 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 31.9% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in football at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community football clubs. 
	 Consultation Overview 
	HERTFORDSHIRE FA CONSULTATION 
	 Football participation across the Study Area is high, as demonstrated by the significant number of affiliated teams. 
	 Hertfordshire has the largest number of ‘Super Clubs’ - 11 clubs with 45 teams or more. The FA has encouraged clubs to join resources and it expects super club numbers to continue to grow.  
	 In line with the National Strategy, Hertfordshire FA’s priority objectives for football in the area include: 
	 To increase participation youth and transition from youth to adult (reduce the drop off in adult 11v11) 
	• To continue driving initiatives like Respect and Charter Standard 
	• To continue driving initiatives like Respect and Charter Standard 
	• To continue driving initiatives like Respect and Charter Standard 

	• To increase women and girls participation by over 20% 
	• To increase women and girls participation by over 20% 

	• To increase male participation by over 9% 
	• To increase male participation by over 9% 

	• To increase disability participation by 25% 
	• To increase disability participation by 25% 

	• To increase player registration coverage to 80% 
	• To increase player registration coverage to 80% 


	 The provision of AGPs in the Study Area is a potential area of development, with the key focus being on investing in high quality provision that will be available for community use and provide clubs with long-term security of tenure ((20 3G AGPs across Herts currently, the majority of which are at or near full capacity)  
	 This PPS will be used as evidence base to help inform a Local Football Facility Plan (LFFP) for the area, which will set out a ten-year vision for football facilities in the local authority, identifying strategic projects to deliver and forming an investment portfolio for the majority of local schemes that require funding. Hertfordshire’s LFFP is expected to be delivered from September 2019 and will build upon the football recommendations and actions within the PPS. 
	KEY CLUB CONSULTATION 
	 As part of the study, consultation was undertaken with 78% of football clubs in Welwyn Hatfield, with all major multi-team clubs responding to the PPS survey and team data for unresponsive clubs (22%) obtained from the FA’s Whole Game System. 
	 Detailed accounts of club consultations are included within Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis, however the below points provide a summary of the key issues identified through consultation with clubs and leagues currently operating within Welwyn Hatfield.  
	• Large junior clubs are thriving, with major recent growth and further growth projected in the future. This is putting an ever-increasing strain on the supply of pitches for both match play and training 
	• Large junior clubs are thriving, with major recent growth and further growth projected in the future. This is putting an ever-increasing strain on the supply of pitches for both match play and training 
	• Large junior clubs are thriving, with major recent growth and further growth projected in the future. This is putting an ever-increasing strain on the supply of pitches for both match play and training 

	• All major clubs have identified a need for additional 3G AGPs that are available and affordable. These would primarily accommodate training demand and some junior match demand. 
	• All major clubs have identified a need for additional 3G AGPs that are available and affordable. These would primarily accommodate training demand and some junior match demand. 


	• There is a shortage youth 11v11 pitch and available AGP provision across the LA 
	• There is a shortage youth 11v11 pitch and available AGP provision across the LA 
	• There is a shortage youth 11v11 pitch and available AGP provision across the LA 

	• There is currently a low level of demand being exported to neighbouring local authorities, however this is likely to increase in the future if additional pitch provision cannot be secured 
	• There is currently a low level of demand being exported to neighbouring local authorities, however this is likely to increase in the future if additional pitch provision cannot be secured 

	• The quality of facilities is adequate, however there are few examples of large club demand being met at one site only (such as Panshanger FC at Moneyhole Lane Playing Fields and Welwyn Pegasus at Monks Walk School) 
	• The quality of facilities is adequate, however there are few examples of large club demand being met at one site only (such as Panshanger FC at Moneyhole Lane Playing Fields and Welwyn Pegasus at Monks Walk School) 

	• Most of the major clubs currently use multiple facilities across Welwyn Hatfield, with some of expressing their intentions to find a single multi-pitch site that can be used as home ground for all of their teams (Lemsford Youth FC, Potters Bar United Youth) 
	• Most of the major clubs currently use multiple facilities across Welwyn Hatfield, with some of expressing their intentions to find a single multi-pitch site that can be used as home ground for all of their teams (Lemsford Youth FC, Potters Bar United Youth) 

	• Due to the aspirations of clubs looking to keep expanding, there are examples of clubs requiring improvements to existing ancillaries, as well as additional training facilities, in order to make this feasible.  
	• Due to the aspirations of clubs looking to keep expanding, there are examples of clubs requiring improvements to existing ancillaries, as well as additional training facilities, in order to make this feasible.  


	 Supply 
	 To gather a full understanding of the supply of football pitches in Welwyn Hatfield, the 4global research team visited all football sites, 106 pitches across 42 sites, in the area and assessed the facilities using the FA’s guidelines, as shown in Playing Pitch Strategy Appendix 2 - Football Association2. Site assessments were undertaken in February of 2018. 
	2 Sport England PPS Guidance – Football Appendix (
	2 Sport England PPS Guidance – Football Appendix (
	2 Sport England PPS Guidance – Football Appendix (
	http://goo.gl/em3wyj
	http://goo.gl/em3wyj

	: 2015) 


	 A detailed record of all the supply data can be found in Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis, however this section will summarise the key findings. 
	 Table 3.1 summarises how the grass football pitches in the Study Area were assessed, in line with Sport England PPS guidance (non-technical assessments). It shows that most pitches across the borough are rated as Standard quality, with an evident lack of Good quality pitches. This quality of pitches is unusual for local authorities with a mix of rural and urban geography and demographic profile, illustrating a standard overall quality of provision.  
	Table 3.1 – Supply of grass pitches in the Study Area. Source: 4global site assessments 
	Quality score 
	Quality score 
	Quality score 
	Quality score 
	Quality score 

	Adult football 
	Adult football 

	Youth football 
	Youth football 

	Mini soccer 
	Mini soccer 


	TR
	11v11 
	11v11 

	11v11 
	11v11 

	9v9 
	9v9 

	7v7 
	7v7 

	5v5 
	5v5 


	Good (80-100%) 
	Good (80-100%) 
	Good (80-100%) 

	15 
	15 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 


	Standard (50-79.9%) 
	Standard (50-79.9%) 
	Standard (50-79.9%) 

	27 
	27 

	8 
	8 

	10 
	10 

	18 
	18 

	12 
	12 


	Poor (0-49.9%) 
	Poor (0-49.9%) 
	Poor (0-49.9%) 

	6 
	6 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 




	 
	 To provide a spatial analysis of football provision supply in Welwyn Hatfield, Figure 3.2 overleaf provides an illustration of all football provision by pitch typology, showing the distribution of provision across the Study Area. 
	 As highlighted in Figure 3.2, there is a concentration of supply within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area, which is also the most densely populated area in Welwyn Hatfield. The sub area with the least amount of football supply is Northern Villages, with only five sites.  
	 
	 
	 
	Figure 3.2 – Football provision in Welwyn Hatfield. Source: 4g site assessments 
	 
	Figure
	PITCH OWNERSHIP  
	 As is common across the UK, a large proportion of pitch provision in the Study Area is owned by the local authority (45%), or education establishments (40%), with other ownership spread across a number of different organisations. 
	 In terms of management, there is a large proportion sites that are managed by education facilities (33%), followed by sites managed by Clubs (11%), with Local Authority management being the most frequent arrangement (45%). 
	 Table 3.3 below shows the spread of ownership, illustrating the broad spread of management and ownership types across the Study Area  
	Table 3.3 – Site ownership and management in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 




	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 


	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	2 
	2 

	5 
	5 


	Commercial Management 
	Commercial Management 
	Commercial Management 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 


	Education (including PPI management) 
	Education (including PPI management) 
	Education (including PPI management) 

	17 
	17 

	14 
	14 


	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	19 
	19 

	19 
	19 


	Private 
	Private 
	Private 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 




	 
	 
	SECURITY OF TENURE 
	 To understand the long-term trends and potential risks for football provision, it is important to understand the ‘security’ that is afforded to community access on football provision across the Study Area. Decisions relating to security of tenure are taken on a case by case basis, using 4global’s industry experience and through collaboration with the project steering group. As a starting point, one of the following elements typically constitutes a secure site; 
	• A formal community use agreement 
	• A formal community use agreement 
	• A formal community use agreement 

	• A leasing or management agreement requiring pitches to be available to the community  
	• A leasing or management agreement requiring pitches to be available to the community  

	• A formal policy for community use adopted by the owner and or educational establishment 
	• A formal policy for community use adopted by the owner and or educational establishment 

	• Written confirmation from the owner and/or educational establishment 
	• Written confirmation from the owner and/or educational establishment 


	 The following points provide a summary of the general security of tenure for football provision across the Study Area; 
	• 26 out of 42 sites are classified as secured (62%) leaving 11 sites (26%) being identified as unsecured, the remaining 12% being unavailable for community use. The long-term security of football provision across the Study Area is adequate as a result. It is to be noted that security is referring to security of community use, therefore there is a high proportion of hirers rather than a formal lease agreement in place. 
	• 26 out of 42 sites are classified as secured (62%) leaving 11 sites (26%) being identified as unsecured, the remaining 12% being unavailable for community use. The long-term security of football provision across the Study Area is adequate as a result. It is to be noted that security is referring to security of community use, therefore there is a high proportion of hirers rather than a formal lease agreement in place. 
	• 26 out of 42 sites are classified as secured (62%) leaving 11 sites (26%) being identified as unsecured, the remaining 12% being unavailable for community use. The long-term security of football provision across the Study Area is adequate as a result. It is to be noted that security is referring to security of community use, therefore there is a high proportion of hirers rather than a formal lease agreement in place. 

	• Local authority ownership and management typically leads to sites being identified as secured. Of the unsecured sites in Welwyn Hatfield, only one is owned by the local authority: Gosling Sports Park. 
	• Local authority ownership and management typically leads to sites being identified as secured. Of the unsecured sites in Welwyn Hatfield, only one is owned by the local authority: Gosling Sports Park. 


	 Detail of all sites and their security of use is contained within the Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis, as well as in the site by site analysis later in this report chapter.  
	EDUCATION SUPPLY 
	 Football facilities are provided at educational establishments across the study area, with different levels of community use and security of tenure. Where a site has been identified as being available for community use, pitches allocated to the relevant site are included within the total supply and demand analysis. 
	 The following education establishments have been identified as being unavailable for community use and are therefore not included in the supply and demand analysis. Further detail is provided in the Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis, as well as the site by site analysis. 
	Table 3.4: Education facilities unavailable for community use  
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 



	TBody
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 


	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 


	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 


	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 


	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 
	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 
	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 




	 Demand 
	 Football is the most popular team participation sport across Welwyn Hatfield, with a total of 224 teams recorded by the study, as shown in Table 3.6. To illustrate the distribution of football teams across the Study Area, this data has been broken down into the four sub-areas, along with detailing the number of teams which are Welwyn Hatfield based but access provision outside of Welwyn Hatfield on a frequent and formal basis.  
	Table 3.6 – Team Profile for football in Welwyn Hatfield  
	Sub Area  
	Sub Area  
	Sub Area  
	Sub Area  
	Sub Area  

	Adult teams 
	Adult teams 

	Youth teams 
	Youth teams 

	Mini teams 
	Mini teams 

	Total 
	Total 



	TBody
	TR
	Mens 
	Mens 

	Ladies 
	Ladies 

	Boys 
	Boys 

	Girls 
	Girls 

	Mini soccer 
	Mini soccer 


	TR
	11v11 
	11v11 

	9v9 
	9v9 

	11v11 
	11v11 

	9v9 
	9v9 

	7v7 
	7v7 

	5v5 
	5v5 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	14 
	14 

	3 
	3 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	22 
	22 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	3 
	3 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	3 
	3 

	10 
	10 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	16 
	16 

	1 
	1 

	14 
	14 

	6 
	6 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	8 
	8 

	3 
	3 

	48 
	48 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	21 
	21 

	2 
	2 

	33 
	33 

	29 
	29 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	33 
	33 

	23 
	23 

	144 
	144 


	Study Area 
	Study Area 
	Study Area 

	54 
	54 

	7 
	7 

	48 
	48 

	37 
	37 

	3 
	3 

	2 
	2 

	43 
	43 

	30 
	30 

	224 
	224 




	 
	 Table 3.6 illustrates the significant amount of demand across all age groups in the Welwyn Garden City Sub-Area. There is far less formal football in Hatfield and Southern Villages South Sub-Areas, and very little demand in the Northern Villages Sub-Area.  
	 Using the above team data and the volume of all 46 clubs present in Welwyn Hatfield that were surveyed, the club to team ratio in Welwyn Hatfield is 1:4.86 i.e. each club has around 5 teams. There are teams that meet/surpass this including Cuffley Youth FC, Hatfield Town, Lemsford Youth, Panshanger, Potters Bar United, Welwyn Garden City Youth and Welwyn Pegasus. This compares to a national ratio of 1:3.3 and shows that there are significantly more teams per club compared to national levels. This is likely
	EDUCATION DEMAND 
	 As part of the demand analysis, it is important to understand the impact of school usage on the capacity of football pitches and as to whether school demand has an impact on the supply and demand of pitch provision 
	 As part of the consultation phase of the project, all schools were asked whether school (both curriculum or after school usage) leads to pitches either being unavailable or partially available for community use.  
	 From our data gathered, we can confirm that there are no school sites, at present, that do not allow community access due to a lack of spare capacity which has been apparent due to school usage. It should be noted that there are educational facilities within Welwyn Hatfield that have identified a lack of community use due to other reasons, such as poor quality facilities or security on site, this will be explored further in the document. 
	 Further detail on how education facilities have been addressed in the capacity analysis is included in the football supply and demand section of this report. 
	IMPORTED DEMAND 
	 No imported demand was identified in Welwyn Hatfield as part of the study. 
	DISPLACED DEMAND 
	 While a PPS is typically delivered for a single local authority area and considers all supply and demand from that given Study Area, it is understood that residents are typically not restricted by local authority boundaries when undertaking sport and physical activity. For instance, clubs and participants may travel outside of the local authority to access facilities that are of higher quality or more affordable, or where they are no longer able to access to facilities within the local authority.  
	 Table 3.8 summarises where this has been identified during the primary research phase, which is defined as ‘displaced demand’ in line with the 2013 PPS Guidance. 
	 
	Table 3.8 – Displaced demand for football in Welwyn Hatfield.  
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Adult Teams 
	Adult Teams 

	Youth Teams 
	Youth Teams 

	Mini Teams 
	Mini Teams 

	Total Displaced Demand (Match Equivalent Session) 
	Total Displaced Demand (Match Equivalent Session) 

	Location of Displaced Demand 
	Location of Displaced Demand 

	Reason for Demand Displacement  
	Reason for Demand Displacement  



	TBody
	TR
	M 
	M 

	F 
	F 

	11 V 11 
	11 V 11 

	9 V 9 
	9 V 9 

	7 V 7 
	7 V 7 

	5 V 5 
	5 V 5 


	Hatfield Town FC/ Hatfield Town Youth 
	Hatfield Town FC/ Hatfield Town Youth 
	Hatfield Town FC/ Hatfield Town Youth 

	4 
	4 

	 
	 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	Birchwood Leisure Centre/Gosling Sports Park 
	Birchwood Leisure Centre/Gosling Sports Park 

	Land at Angerland Common, previous home ground, developed for the University of Herfordshire 
	Land at Angerland Common, previous home ground, developed for the University of Herfordshire 


	Northaw 
	Northaw 
	Northaw 

	1 
	1 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	Furzefield Centre (3G) 
	Furzefield Centre (3G) 

	Lack of available pitches in the area 
	Lack of available pitches in the area 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	1 
	1 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	Enfield Playing Fields 
	Enfield Playing Fields 

	Not stated 
	Not stated 




	 Future Demand 
	DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 
	 To calculate the future demand for football in the Study Area, a Team Generation Rate has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause enough demand for a football team. 
	 This Team Generation Rate can then be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams in each of the key age groups. It is to be noted that population is just one factor in estimating future teams. Other factors such as NGB initiatives and amount of available provision has a large level of influence. 
	 Table 3.9 below illustrates that the significant population growth in Welwyn Hatfield is projected to lead to an increase in demand for football, with an additional 33 teams required across the Study Area. To break-down this projected increase in demand, TGR calculations have also been undertaken for each of the three sub-areas, all of which are detailed in Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis. 
	Table 3.9 – Team Generation Rates for Football in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Age Groups 
	Age Groups 
	Age Groups 
	Age Groups 
	Age Groups 

	Current no. of teams 
	Current no. of teams 

	Current popn 
	Current popn 

	Future popn  
	Future popn  

	Current TGR* 
	Current TGR* 

	Popn change  
	Popn change  

	Projected team no. change 
	Projected team no. change 



	Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 
	Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 
	Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 
	Adult Men 11v11 (16-45yrs) 

	54 
	54 

	27335 
	27335 

	30841 
	30841 

	506 
	506 

	3506 
	3506 

	7 
	7 


	Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 
	Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 
	Adult Women 11v11 (16-45yrs) 

	7 
	7 

	27378 
	27378 

	28864 
	28864 

	3911 
	3911 

	1486 
	1486 

	0 
	0 


	Youth Boys11v11 (12-15yrs) 
	Youth Boys11v11 (12-15yrs) 
	Youth Boys11v11 (12-15yrs) 

	48 
	48 

	2523 
	2523 

	3373 
	3373 

	53 
	53 

	850 
	850 

	16 
	16 


	Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 
	Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 
	Youth Girls 11v11 (12-15yrs) 

	3 
	3 

	2491 
	2491 

	3246 
	3246 

	830 
	830 

	755 
	755 

	1 
	1 


	Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 
	Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 
	Youth Boys 9v9 (10-11yrs) 

	37 
	37 

	1398 
	1398 

	1688 
	1688 

	38 
	38 

	290 
	290 

	8 
	8 


	Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 
	Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 
	Youth Girls 9v9 (10-11yrs) 

	2 
	2 

	1347 
	1347 

	1604 
	1604 

	674 
	674 

	257 
	257 

	0 
	0 


	Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 
	Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 
	Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7 (8-9yrs) 

	43 
	43 

	4573 
	4573 

	4670 
	4670 

	106 
	106 

	97 
	97 

	1 
	1 


	Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 
	Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 
	Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 (6-7yrs) 

	30 
	30 

	4706 
	4706 

	4732 
	4732 

	157 
	157 

	26 
	26 

	0 
	0 




	Figures have been rounded up in order to better represent the realistic level of demand. 
	 Table 3.9 illustrates the projected growth across each football age group, with a significant proportion of the growth projected to be in the youth boys (11v11) age group. This is influenced by a combination of significant population growth in these age ranges, along with a high existing level of demand. 
	 Utilising the current demand for football in each of the sub areas and how each of the sub-areas is projected to grow over the lifetime of the local plan period (2032), provides an estimation of how the growth of demand is likely to be allocated across the seven sub areas is summarised in the Table 3.10. 
	Table 3.10 – Projected increase in football demand in Welwyn Hatfield by Sub-area 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 



	Adult Men 11v11 
	Adult Men 11v11 
	Adult Men 11v11 
	Adult Men 11v11 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	3 
	3 


	Adult Women 11v11 
	Adult Women 11v11 
	Adult Women 11v11 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Youth Boys11v11  
	Youth Boys11v11  
	Youth Boys11v11  

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	5 
	5 

	11 
	11 


	Youth Girls 11v11  
	Youth Girls 11v11  
	Youth Girls 11v11  

	0.3 
	0.3 

	0.3 
	0.3 

	0 
	0 

	0.3 
	0.3 


	Youth Boys 9v9 
	Youth Boys 9v9 
	Youth Boys 9v9 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	6 
	6 


	Youth Girls 9v9  
	Youth Girls 9v9  
	Youth Girls 9v9  

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 




	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 



	Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7  
	Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7  
	Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7  
	Mini Soccer Mixed 7v7  

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 


	Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 
	Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 
	Mini Soccer Mixed 5v5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Total 
	Total 
	Total 

	3.3 
	3.3 

	0.3 
	0.3 

	8 
	8 

	21.3 
	21.3 




	 When comparing the findings for the whole Study Area to national trends, the consistent growth of football population is in line with the rest of the UK. 
	 It is important to note that the TGR and future growth calculation assumes that clubs, the councils and the local FA development officers do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in football in the Study Area. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality ancillary provision.  
	DEMAND DRIVEN BY UNMET DEMAND 
	 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, there is also expected that that unmet demand for football exists within the study area. Unmet demand is defined as demand that currently exists but does not currently equate to actual participation due to a range of reasons. For instance, unmet demand could be in the form of a team that has currently got access to a pitch for its members but nowhere to train or vice versa. 
	 The following clubs identified unmet demand for facilities. Where data was provided this is shown, with figures being incorporated into the future supply and demand analysis for Football 
	• Hatfield Comet Youth: the club stated that in the previous season, they were unable to find pitches for their U11 and U8 teams  
	• Hatfield Comet Youth: the club stated that in the previous season, they were unable to find pitches for their U11 and U8 teams  
	• Hatfield Comet Youth: the club stated that in the previous season, they were unable to find pitches for their U11 and U8 teams  

	• Northaw: lack of indoor/artificial facilities for midweek training 
	• Northaw: lack of indoor/artificial facilities for midweek training 

	• Onslow St Audrey’s Academy: need for additional 3G facilities for midweek training  
	• Onslow St Audrey’s Academy: need for additional 3G facilities for midweek training  

	• Potters Bar United Youth: Lack of facilities for midweek winter training 
	• Potters Bar United Youth: Lack of facilities for midweek winter training 

	• Town Inn FC: changing rooms, more affordable pitch fees and lighting on pitches for training is required to meet unmet demand for adult football 
	• Town Inn FC: changing rooms, more affordable pitch fees and lighting on pitches for training is required to meet unmet demand for adult football 

	• Welwyn Garden City: additional pitch capacity/increased pitch maintenance is required to field a Ladies team 
	• Welwyn Garden City: additional pitch capacity/increased pitch maintenance is required to field a Ladies team 

	• Welwyn Pegasus: lack of pitches to field a third adult team 
	• Welwyn Pegasus: lack of pitches to field a third adult team 

	• Welwyn Pegasus Youth: additional 3G pitch capacity is required to accommodate midweek training, as well as avoiding match cancellations during poor weather. 
	• Welwyn Pegasus Youth: additional 3G pitch capacity is required to accommodate midweek training, as well as avoiding match cancellations during poor weather. 


	DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 
	 In addition to unmet demand, latent demand for football has also been identified across the study area. Whereas unmet demand is known to currently exist, latent demand is demand that evidence suggests may be generated from the current population should they have access to more or better provision. This could include feedback from a sports club which may feel that it could set up and run an additional team if it had access to improved provision. 
	 The table below identifies all clubs, that identified latent demand (not currently active), which they are aiming to convert into affiliated football demand within the next 3 - 5 years. This provides an estimation of the number of new teams that will be required in Welwyn Hatfield, in addition to the teams generated by population growth. 
	 It should be noted that the latent demand commentary (LD commentary) contains a summary of the comments provided by clubs during consultation, which the consultancy team has used to quantify the estimated number of teams.  
	 Table 3.11: Latent demand for football by sub-area 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Latent Demand commentary 
	Latent Demand commentary 

	Total latent demand (teams) 
	Total latent demand (teams) 



	Cuffley (Saturday) 
	Cuffley (Saturday) 
	Cuffley (Saturday) 
	Cuffley (Saturday) 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	No Justification 
	No Justification 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 


	Cuffley Youth FC 
	Cuffley Youth FC 
	Cuffley Youth FC 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	No Justification 
	No Justification 

	1x Junior 
	1x Junior 


	Hatfield Comet Youth 
	Hatfield Comet Youth 
	Hatfield Comet Youth 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	3-4 junior teams if more pitches were available 
	3-4 junior teams if more pitches were available 

	3x Junior 
	3x Junior 


	Hatfield Mosquito 
	Hatfield Mosquito 
	Hatfield Mosquito 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	The club would like to attract new players and create new teams 
	The club would like to attract new players and create new teams 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 


	Lemsford Youth 
	Lemsford Youth 
	Lemsford Youth 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	No Justification 
	No Justification 

	1x Junior 
	1x Junior 


	Onslow St Audrey's Academy 
	Onslow St Audrey's Academy 
	Onslow St Audrey's Academy 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	The club estimated 10 new teams in the next three years 
	The club estimated 10 new teams in the next three years 

	10x Junior and Mini 
	10x Junior and Mini 


	Potters Bar United Youth 
	Potters Bar United Youth 
	Potters Bar United Youth 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	The club would like as many additional teams as possible 
	The club would like as many additional teams as possible 

	1x Junior 
	1x Junior 


	Town Inn FC 
	Town Inn FC 
	Town Inn FC 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	As many teams as possible in different age groups 
	As many teams as possible in different age groups 

	2x Adult 
	2x Adult 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1-2 adult teams 
	1-2 adult teams 

	2x Adult 
	2x Adult 


	Welwyn Pegasus (Youth) 
	Welwyn Pegasus (Youth) 
	Welwyn Pegasus (Youth) 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	No justification 
	No justification 

	1x Junior 
	1x Junior 


	Cuffley (Saturday) 
	Cuffley (Saturday) 
	Cuffley (Saturday) 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	No Justification 
	No Justification 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 


	Cuffley Youth FC 
	Cuffley Youth FC 
	Cuffley Youth FC 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	No Justification 
	No Justification 

	1x Junior 
	1x Junior 


	Hatfield Comet Youth 
	Hatfield Comet Youth 
	Hatfield Comet Youth 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	3-4 junior teams if more pitches were available 
	3-4 junior teams if more pitches were available 

	3x Junior 
	3x Junior 




	 
	 
	 
	 Table 3.11 illustrates the significant projected growth that clubs are expecting over the next 3 – 5 years. This is influenced by a significant demand for youth and mini football in the Study Area, as well as the presence of a number of well-run junior clubs with high growth ambitions.  
	 It is important to note that this projected growth should be treated with an element of caution, as the source of information is club consultations. In some instances, clubs projected growth is aspirational and in reality, actual growth is dependent on a number of factors enabling that growth e.g. access to pitches and sufficient volunteers to run new teams.  
	 Notwithstanding this, it is important that where clubs have the ambition and structure to increase in size, therefore getting more children and adults physically active, they should be supported. With this in mind future supply and demand analysis for football provision will include the projected growth from latent demand identified in this section. 
	 Supply and Demand Balance 
	 This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for grass football pitches (both for current and future estimated demand) for the study area, split by sub-area. 
	 For every site, an analysis has been undertaken to assess whether each pitch on the site has enough capacity to meet the current level of demand for affiliated football. The capacity for natural grass pitches to regularly provide for matches, training and other activity over a week and a season is most often determined by their quality. The quality of both the pitch and the ancillary facilities will determine how well a pitch is able to contribute to meeting demand. The following key terms are summarised b
	• Spare capacity: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch is less than the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch 
	• Spare capacity: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch is less than the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch 
	• Spare capacity: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch is less than the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch 

	• At capacity: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch is equal to the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch 
	• At capacity: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch is equal to the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch 

	• Overplay: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch exceeds the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch. 
	• Overplay: When the level of recorded demand for a pitch exceeds the weekly carrying capacity of that pitch. 


	 It should be noted that this section of the supply and demand analysis refers to ‘theoretical capacity’ over the period of a week, however it does not allow for the fact that teams and participants may want to play at the same time, therefore generating a high level of demand during certain points of the week. This point is referred to as the ‘Peak Period’, which is explained in more detail later in this chapter. 
	OVERPLAY 
	 Overplay occurs when a grass football pitch is played on to a greater extent than is recommended by the pitch’s carrying capacity. For example, if an adult football pitch is given a quality rating of standard, then it has a recommended maximum 
	usage of 2 match equivalent sessions* and/or training sessions per week If, however, this pitch is used for 3 adult football matches per week (equating to 3 match equivalent sessions), the pitch is being used over and above its carrying capacity and is therefore being overplayed by one match equivalent session. There are a number of reasons for a pitch being overplayed, such as lack of alternative provision, poor site management, or a discrepancy in pitch rates, making some more affordable than others.  
	* Refer to Phrases (9.1.14) 
	* Refer to Phrases (9.1.14) 

	 It is important that any overplay of pitches is considered as part of the overall supply and demand analysis, therefore Table 3.12 below identifies all sites that have pitches with overplay.  
	 Where overplay has been identified as part of this analysis, it is included within the overall supply and demand analysis for football in the Study Area. Sites such as Welwyn Playing Fields are currently subject to significant overplay, which is influenced by a lack of provision and a significant amount of demand for formal football provision. 
	 A full capacity analysis of all sites with football provision is included within Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis.   
	Table 3.12: Overplay of Football pitches in Welwyn Hatfield (Only sites with overplay included) 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Balance - Overplay or Spare Capacity (match equivalent sessions) 
	Balance - Overplay or Spare Capacity (match equivalent sessions) 


	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Yth 11v11 
	Yth 11v11 

	Yth 9v9 
	Yth 9v9 

	Mini 7v7 
	Mini 7v7 

	Mini 5v5 
	Mini 5v5 

	Total balance 
	Total balance 



	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	4 
	4 

	1 
	1 

	-1 
	-1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 


	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 


	DIGSWELL PARK 
	DIGSWELL PARK 
	DIGSWELL PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 


	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	5 
	5 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	7 
	7 

	11 
	11 


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	5 
	5 

	-3 
	-3 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 


	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0 
	0 

	-3 
	-3 

	2 
	2 

	-4 
	-4 

	6 
	6 

	1 
	1 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	18 
	18 

	-5 
	-5 

	-5.5 
	-5.5 

	-4.5 
	-4.5 

	-1 
	-1 

	2 
	2 


	Oak View Primary and Nursery School 
	Oak View Primary and Nursery School 
	Oak View Primary and Nursery School 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-1 
	-1 

	-1 
	-1 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	7 
	7 

	-2 
	-2 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	11.5 
	11.5 

	15.5 
	15.5 


	ONSLOW ST AUDREYS SCHOOL 
	ONSLOW ST AUDREYS SCHOOL 
	ONSLOW ST AUDREYS SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 


	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	11 
	11 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	11.5 
	11.5 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 

	-2 
	-2 

	7 
	7 

	5 
	5 

	8 
	8 


	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 

	-1 
	-1 

	-2 
	-2 


	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-1 
	-1 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	3 
	3 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	1 
	1 

	-3 
	-3 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 


	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 




	TOTAL STUDY AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
	 Table 3.13 to 3.17 below shows the balance between supply and demand for sub-area, split by pitch typology. For each pitch typology, the total amount of available and secured provision in each sub-area (in the peak period) is compared with the total demand for pitches, providing a balance analysis across the whole study area.  
	 The points below provide further explanation on the terms used within the tables: 
	• Actual capacity: The amount of supply from all pitches that are available and secured for community use during the peak period, quantified in Match Equivalent Sessions (MES) 
	• Actual capacity: The amount of supply from all pitches that are available and secured for community use during the peak period, quantified in Match Equivalent Sessions (MES) 
	• Actual capacity: The amount of supply from all pitches that are available and secured for community use during the peak period, quantified in Match Equivalent Sessions (MES) 

	• Total demand: The total amount of football demand in the area, calculated by adding together the match play and training demand data captured from clubs in the specific sub-areas 
	• Total demand: The total amount of football demand in the area, calculated by adding together the match play and training demand data captured from clubs in the specific sub-areas 

	• Current position: The supply and demand balance for grass pitch provision, when taking into consideration the actual capacity and the total demand 
	• Current position: The supply and demand balance for grass pitch provision, when taking into consideration the actual capacity and the total demand 

	• Unmet/latent demand: Potential demand that has been identified as not being converted yet. For more information, see the latent and unmet demand sections of this needs assessment 
	• Unmet/latent demand: Potential demand that has been identified as not being converted yet. For more information, see the latent and unmet demand sections of this needs assessment 

	• Displaced demand: Demand that cannot be satisfied within the local authority, due to a lack of suitable facilities  
	• Displaced demand: Demand that cannot be satisfied within the local authority, due to a lack of suitable facilities  

	• Future demand: The projected growth of demand, calculated using Team Generation Rates and the population projections for each sub-area 
	• Future demand: The projected growth of demand, calculated using Team Generation Rates and the population projections for each sub-area 

	• Future position: The projected supply and demand analysis for 2035, taking into consideration the additional demand from unmet, latent, displaced and future (population growth) demand. 
	• Future position: The projected supply and demand analysis for 2035, taking into consideration the additional demand from unmet, latent, displaced and future (population growth) demand. 


	 
	Table 3.13 – Adult 11v11 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 



	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	1 
	1 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	-2.5 
	-2.5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	0.5 
	0.5 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	12 
	12 

	0 
	0 

	12 
	12 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	9.5 
	9.5 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	17 
	17 

	-2 
	-2 

	15 
	15 

	3 
	3 

	1 
	1 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	7.5 
	7.5 


	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 


	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	1 
	1 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	-2.5 
	-2.5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	7 
	7 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	5.5 
	5.5 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	15 
	15 

	0 
	0 

	15 
	15 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 




	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	25 
	25 

	-2 
	-2 

	23 
	23 

	3 
	3 

	1 
	1 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	15.5 
	15.5 




	 
	 
	 Table 3.13 illustrates that for adult 11v11 pitch provision, there is currently spare capacity across all sub-areas for all available sites, except for Northern Villages, where this pitch typology is currently at capacity. The highest amount of spare capacity exists in the Welwyn Garden City sub-area, with the majority of spare capacity spread across the following sites: 
	• King George V Playing Fields (2 MES) 
	• King George V Playing Fields (2 MES) 
	• King George V Playing Fields (2 MES) 

	• Moneyhole Lane Playing Field (3 MES) 
	• Moneyhole Lane Playing Field (3 MES) 

	• Monks Walk School (7 MES)  
	• Monks Walk School (7 MES)  


	 The sites highlighted above have been identified as having spare capacity during the peak period, as demonstrated in the following section, which provides an opportunity for increased usage or re-configuring existing 11v11 provision as alternative pitch provision. 
	 The analysis of secured provision demonstrates, however, that this spare capacity is reduced significantly from 23MES to 15MES. 
	 When incorporating unmet, latent and displaced demand, as well as demand driven by population growth, the future position analysis shows spare capacity in the Southern Villages and Welwyn Garden City sub-areas. There is projected to be, however, a small deficit of provision in the Hatfield sub-area, which is driven by population growth and the very low level of secured adult 11v11 provision. Table 3.13 also shows that by the end of the strategy, Welwyn Garden City is likely to be the only sub-are with sign
	 The overall picture for the adult 11v11 pitch typology, as demonstrated by Table 3.13, aligns with the consultation outcomes from earlier stages of the PPS project. These consultations, especially those undertaken with the Hertfordshire FA, have indicated that adult 11v11 football is declining across the study area, with reduction in demand for this type of football offset by an increase in demand for mini and youth football.  
	Table 3.14 – Youth 11v11 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 



	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	0 
	0 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 

	-2 
	-2 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	-5.5 
	-5.5 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	-13 
	-13 

	-12 
	-12 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	6 
	6 

	-19 
	-19 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	-18.5 
	-18.5 

	-16 
	-16 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	8.5 
	8.5 

	-28.5 
	-28.5 


	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 


	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 




	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	0 
	0 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	-2 
	-2 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	-3.5 
	-3.5 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	-13 
	-13 

	-12 
	-12 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	6 
	6 

	-19 
	-19 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	-18.5 
	-18.5 

	-14 
	-14 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	8.5 
	8.5 

	-26.5 
	-26.5 




	 
	 Table 3.14 illustrates the previously mentioned shortage of Youth 11v11 pitch provision across Welwyh Hatfield, with a total deficit of 14 MES.  
	 The analysis for current position shows that the largest deficit occurs within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area. Provision in Southern Villages is currently at capacity, and there is a small amount of spare capacity in the Hatfield sub-area. When looking at secured provision only, this spare capacity in the Hatfield sub-area also converts into a deficit. 
	 Given the large surplus of adult pitch provision and the deficit of Youth 11v11 identified in the analysis, it is likely that there is some level of youth football currently taking place on adult pitches, instead of the FA recommended Youth 11v11 pitch size. 
	 Future analysis, including future and displaced demand, shows that the current shortage of Youth 11v11 pitch provision is increased during the life of the strategy, with a deficit across all sub-areas that totals 26.5 match equivalents for all available sites and 28.5 match equivalents for secured sites only (the vast majority of it occurring within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area). 
	 
	Table 3.15 – Youth 9v9 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 



	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	0 
	0 

	-2.5 
	-2.5 

	-2.5 
	-2.5 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-5 
	-5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	3 
	3 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-1 
	-1 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	-8 
	-8 

	-7 
	-7 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	3 
	3 

	-10.5 
	-10.5 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	4 
	4 

	-12.5 
	-12.5 

	-8.5 
	-8.5 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	-15 
	-15 


	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 


	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-2.5 
	-2.5 

	-2 
	-2 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-4.5 
	-4.5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	3 
	3 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-1 
	-1 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	4 
	4 

	-8 
	-8 

	-4 
	-4 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	3 
	3 

	-7.5 
	-7.5 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	7.5 
	7.5 

	-12.5 
	-12.5 

	-5 
	-5 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	-11.5 
	-11.5 




	 
	 Table 3.15 demonstrates an overall deficit of Youth 9v9 provision for both current and future scenarios 
	 Northern Villages is the only sub-area that has spare capacity for Youth 9v9 football, both currently and in the future, since no new teams are expected to be generated in this area. 
	 This deficit of Youth 9v9 provision in Welwyn Hatfield is expected to increase by 2032 from 5 MEs to 11.5 MES, due to the additional demand generated by population change and the conversion of latent demand. When looking at secured sites only, this deficit is increased to 15MES across Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Table 3.16 – Mini Soccer 7v7 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 



	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	1 
	1 

	-1 
	-1 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	7 
	7 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	-3 
	-3 

	-2 
	-2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	-12 
	-12 

	-10.5 
	-10.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-11 
	-11 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	10.5 
	10.5 

	-16 
	-16 

	-5.5 
	-5.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-7.5 
	-7.5 


	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 


	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	2 
	2 

	-1 
	-1 

	1 
	1 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	7 
	7 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	-3 
	-3 

	-2 
	-2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	-12 
	-12 

	-10.5 
	-10.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-11 
	-11 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	11.5 
	11.5 

	-16 
	-16 

	-4.5 
	-4.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	-6.5 
	-6.5 




	 
	 Table 3.16 shows an overall deficit of 4.5 MES for Mini Soccer 7v7 in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 It should be highlighted that, since most of the demand for 7v7 football (and football in Welwyn Hatfield in general) is concentrated in the Welwyn Garden City and Southern Villages sub-areas, the analysis shows a significant deficit for these areas. Hatfield and Northern Villages, however, show significant spare capacity in the current position and this is due to a very low level of Mini Soccer demand.   
	 With a small increase in team demand by 2032, the future scenario shows that the deficit for Mini Soccer 7v7 provision in Welwyn Hatfield is slightly increased from 4.5 MES to 6.5 MES. 
	Table 3.17 – Mini Soccer 5v5 supply and demand analysis – all data in MES 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 
	ANALYSIS 1 – SECURED SITES ONLY 



	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 




	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	1 
	1 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-1 
	-1 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	3 
	3 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 

	-2 
	-2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	6 
	6 

	-4 
	-4 

	2 
	2 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 


	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 
	ANALYSIS 2 – ALL AVAILABLE SITES 


	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 
	Analysis Area 

	Actual spare capacity 
	Actual spare capacity 

	Total overplay 
	Total overplay 

	Current position 
	Current position 

	Unmet/latent demand 
	Unmet/latent demand 

	Displaced demand 
	Displaced demand 

	Future demand 
	Future demand 

	Future position 
	Future position 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	2 
	2 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.5 
	0.5 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 

	-2 
	-2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	-2 
	-2 


	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (total LA) 

	8 
	8 

	-4 
	-4 

	4 
	4 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2.5 
	2.5 




	 
	 Table 3.17 demonstrates that there is spare capacity for Mini Soccer 5v5 football in Welwyn Hatfield as a whole, both in current and future positions. 
	 As occurs with other Youth and Mini Soccer pitch typologies, the Welwyn Garden City sub-area shows a deficit for Mini 7v7 provision due to the concentration of demand within this area. The Hatfield, Northern Villages and Southern Villages sub-areas all have some spare capacity in the current position. 
	 Future scenarios indicate that by 2032, Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches in the Hatfield sub-area could be operating at capacity if the current level of latent demand is converted into actual demand. The supply and demand analysis in all other sub-areas remains consistent, since no change in demand is expected. The future analysis for Welwyn Hatfield as a whole shows, therefore, a slight reduction in spare capacity for Mini Soccer 5v5 provision, and a very small amount of spare capacity at secured sites.  
	 
	 Peak time analysis 
	 In line with the 2013 Sport England PPS guidance, this study has considered the total supply and demand for facilities, measured in match equivalent sessions per week.  
	 While this is a valuable measure as to whether or not pitches are at capacity, have spare capacity or are overplayed, the patterns of demand should also be considered when assessing whether there are sufficient facilities across the Study Area.  
	 With this in mind, this section undertakes a peak time capacity analysis, to assess whether there are sufficient facilities during the periods that the greatest proportion of the population like to play football.  
	 This will indicate whether there are enough pitches to satisfy the demand where a large amount of football is played at the same time (e.g. are there enough Adult 11v11 pitches so that all adult teams can to play on Saturday afternoons?) 
	 The following assumptions on peak times have been developed using data collected during the demand consultations with clubs and the Whole Game System FA report. 
	• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 
	• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 
	• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 

	• Youth 11v11 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday PM 
	• Youth 11v11 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday PM 

	• Youth 9v9 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday PM 
	• Youth 9v9 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday PM 

	• Mini Soccer 7v7 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday AM 
	• Mini Soccer 7v7 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday AM 

	• Mini Soccer 5v5 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday AM 
	• Mini Soccer 5v5 peak demand is assumed to be Sunday AM 


	 A full methodology for calculating peak time capacity can be found in Appendix A 
	 Table 3.18 provides an analysis of all sites across Welwyn Hatfield where formal football demand has been identified. For all relevant sites, it has been identified whether there is spare capacity during the peak period (highlighted green). It should be noted that where sites are at an overall deficit of capacity (highlighted red), it is assumed that there is not spare capacity during the peak period. It has also been assumed that all sites that are currently available for community use but have no formal 
	 Table 3.18 illustrates the majority of grass provision does not have any spare capacity at the peak period. This is as expected for a Study Area with a high level of football demand, especially in the youth and adult age groups.  
	Table 3.18: Spare peak time capacity for football 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Community use on site 
	Community use on site 

	Peak Time Capacity Commentary  
	Peak Time Capacity Commentary  


	TR
	Adult  
	Adult  

	Yth 11v11 
	Yth 11v11 

	Yth 9v9 
	Yth 9v9 

	Mini 7v7 
	Mini 7v7 

	Mini 5v5 
	Mini 5v5 

	Total balance 
	Total balance 



	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 
	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 
	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 


	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1match equivalent 
	1match equivalent 

	5 match equivalents 
	5 match equivalents 


	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	COOPERS ROAD 
	COOPERS ROAD 
	COOPERS ROAD 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 


	HALLS CLOSE 
	HALLS CLOSE 
	HALLS CLOSE 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	3 match equivalents 
	3 match equivalents 


	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	HOLWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	HOLWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	HOLWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Community use on site 
	Community use on site 

	Peak Time Capacity Commentary  
	Peak Time Capacity Commentary  


	TR
	Adult  
	Adult  

	Yth 11v11 
	Yth 11v11 

	Yth 9v9 
	Yth 9v9 

	Mini 7v7 
	Mini 7v7 

	Mini 5v5 
	Mini 5v5 

	Total balance 
	Total balance 



	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	3 match equivalents 
	3 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	7 match equivalents 
	7 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1.5 match equivalents 
	1.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1match equivalent 
	1match equivalent 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	ROWANS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ROWANS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ROWANS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 


	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1.5 match equivalents 
	1.5 match equivalents 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 


	ST JOHN'S VOLUNTARY AIDED CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST JOHN'S VOLUNTARY AIDED CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST JOHN'S VOLUNTARY AIDED CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 


	ST MICHAEL'S WOOLMER GREEN COFE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST MICHAEL'S WOOLMER GREEN COFE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST MICHAEL'S WOOLMER GREEN COFE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 

	2 match equivalents 
	2 match equivalents 


	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	3 match equivalents 
	3 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Community use on site 
	Community use on site 

	Peak Time Capacity Commentary  
	Peak Time Capacity Commentary  


	TR
	Adult  
	Adult  

	Yth 11v11 
	Yth 11v11 

	Yth 9v9 
	Yth 9v9 

	Mini 7v7 
	Mini 7v7 

	Mini 5v5 
	Mini 5v5 

	Total balance 
	Total balance 



	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	0.5 match equivalents 
	0.5 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	3 match equivalents 
	3 match equivalents 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	2.5 match equivalents 
	2.5 match equivalents 




	 Site by Site Analysis - Protection, Enhancement and Provision 
	 The site-by-site assessment provides a justification of how each active football site should be protected, enhanced or further provided for, in line with the National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 73 and 74. Additionally, this table serves to summarise the key parts of the PPS assessment that have been identified so far within this sport specific section.   
	 To confirm the sites that have spare capacity or a deficit, the site-by-site analysis in this section will provide a total balance per site to illustrate the sites that need investment either to improve the quality of pitches (and therefore carrying capacity), as well as the sites that need a greater number of grass pitches in order to satisfy demand. This will be shown in the ‘capacity for community use’ column. 
	 This table does not include lapsed or disused sites that have been identified as part of the study. These are included in the following section. 
	Table 3.19 – Site by site summary for football provision 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	BIRCHWOOD AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	1 x Mini 5v5 
	1 x Mini 5v5 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has a Mini Soccer 5v5 pitch that available to the community and not currently used for any formal football demand, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has a Mini Soccer 5v5 pitch that available to the community and not currently used for any formal football demand, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3 x Adult 
	3 x Adult 

	6 
	6 

	2 
	2 

	4 
	4 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The adult and youth pitches on site are used by Hatfield Social, Hatfield Town, Hatfield Town Youth and The Wrestlers FC. There is also a small sided 3G AGP on site that is used by Comet Youth for training. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The adult and youth pitches on site are used by Hatfield Social, Hatfield Town, Hatfield Town Youth and The Wrestlers FC. There is also a small sided 3G AGP on site that is used by Comet Youth for training. 


	TR
	1x Youth 11v11 
	1x Youth 11v11 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	The grass pitches were deemed Standard as part of the site inspection, however it was revealed that they could sometimes be unsafe with a hard surface due to using inappropriate maintenance equipment. An increased and improved maintenance regime is recommended. 
	The grass pitches were deemed Standard as part of the site inspection, however it was revealed that they could sometimes be unsafe with a hard surface due to using inappropriate maintenance equipment. An increased and improved maintenance regime is recommended. 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	Given the level of spare capacity for adult football in Welwyn Hatfield and the current deficit of youth provision, it is recommended to explore the possibility of reconfiguring one of the 3 existing adult pitches into a youth pitch. 
	Given the level of spare capacity for adult football in Welwyn Hatfield and the current deficit of youth provision, it is recommended to explore the possibility of reconfiguring one of the 3 existing adult pitches into a youth pitch. 


	TR
	1x Mini 7v7 
	1x Mini 7v7 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PV 
	PV 

	The small sided AGP is over 10 years old and there is evidence of deterioration of the surface. There are current discussions taking place to determine whether to resurface this pitch or replacing one of the existing grass pitches with a full sized 3G AGP. There is also potential for a new stadia pitch at the site to create a new home ground for Hatfield Town FC, based on consultation with the club and Hatfield Town Council. Further feasibility work is recommended. 
	The small sided AGP is over 10 years old and there is evidence of deterioration of the surface. There are current discussions taking place to determine whether to resurface this pitch or replacing one of the existing grass pitches with a full sized 3G AGP. There is also potential for a new stadia pitch at the site to create a new home ground for Hatfield Town FC, based on consultation with the club and Hatfield Town Council. Further feasibility work is recommended. 


	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 
	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 
	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	1x Youth 9v9 
	1x Youth 9v9 

	2 
	2 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The Youth 9v9 pitch is currently used by a junior side from Hatfield Comet Youth.  
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The Youth 9v9 pitch is currently used by a junior side from Hatfield Comet Youth.  


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The school are looking to access RFU funding that they will put into new grass pitch provision that they will acquire once building works are no longer taking place on site. It is recommended to work with the school to determine a new site configuration that will be beneficial for all sports on site. 
	The school are looking to access RFU funding that they will put into new grass pitch provision that they will acquire once building works are no longer taking place on site. It is recommended to work with the school to determine a new site configuration that will be beneficial for all sports on site. 


	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	2x Adult 
	2x Adult 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has two adult , two youth 11v11 and one Mini 5v5 pitches that are used by pupils of the school, however no formal football demand has been recorded as part of the study. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has two adult , two youth 11v11 and one Mini 5v5 pitches that are used by pupils of the school, however no formal football demand has been recorded as part of the study. 


	TR
	2x Youth 11v11 
	2x Youth 11v11 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	The grass pitches scored in the lower end of the Standard rating as part of the non-technical assessment, however the pitch quality was described as poor during consultation, with severe drainage problems. This is potentially the reason for the lack of community football on site and an increased an improved maintenance regime as well as drainage work are recommended. 
	The grass pitches scored in the lower end of the Standard rating as part of the non-technical assessment, however the pitch quality was described as poor during consultation, with severe drainage problems. This is potentially the reason for the lack of community football on site and an increased an improved maintenance regime as well as drainage work are recommended. 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	1x Mini 5v5 
	1x Mini 5v5 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PV 
	PV 

	The school have expressed their aspirations to establish AGP provision on site, to act as a central community hub for sports in the area, which would also demand further parking capacity. Further feasibility work is required to determine the scale and viability of this development. 
	The school have expressed their aspirations to establish AGP provision on site, to act as a central community hub for sports in the area, which would also demand further parking capacity. Further feasibility work is required to determine the scale and viability of this development. 


	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	1x Mini 7v7 
	1x Mini 7v7 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	NA – Not available for community use 
	NA – Not available for community use 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is not available to the wider community, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is not available to the wider community, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch is not currently available to the community due to its poor condition and the lack of security at the school. An improved maintenance regime and increased security are recommended in order to make the pitch available to the wider community, given the current deficit of 7v7 provision within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area. 
	The Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch is not currently available to the community due to its poor condition and the lack of security at the school. An improved maintenance regime and increased security are recommended in order to make the pitch available to the wider community, given the current deficit of 7v7 provision within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	COOPERS ROAD 
	COOPERS ROAD 
	COOPERS ROAD 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site’s location is difficult to access and it has a poor quality adult pitch, no formal football demand has been recorded at the site as part of the study. It is therefore recommended that the site is re-designated as open space for alternative sports and physical activity. 
	The site’s location is difficult to access and it has a poor quality adult pitch, no formal football demand has been recorded at the site as part of the study. It is therefore recommended that the site is re-designated as open space for alternative sports and physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	If the site was to be kept, it is recommended to reconfigure the existing provision into Youth or Mini Soccer pitches in order to address the current deficit in the Southern Villages sub-area, as well as the study area as a whole. A more robust maintenance regime would also be required. 
	If the site was to be kept, it is recommended to reconfigure the existing provision into Youth or Mini Soccer pitches in order to address the current deficit in the Southern Villages sub-area, as well as the study area as a whole. A more robust maintenance regime would also be required. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Mini 7v7 
	1x Mini 7v7 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal demand has been identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal demand has been identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch on site is of poor quality 
	The Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch on site is of poor quality 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	and an improved maintenance regime is recommended. 
	and an improved maintenance regime is recommended. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Youth 11v11 
	1x Youth 11v11 

	2 
	2 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is used by one U12s side from Hatfield Comet Youth and should be protected as playing fields in the local plan.  
	The site is used by one U12s side from Hatfield Comet Youth and should be protected as playing fields in the local plan.  


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements are identified for existing provision due to the potential full redevelopment and reconfiguration of the site. 
	No enhancements are identified for existing provision due to the potential full redevelopment and reconfiguration of the site. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	Funding has been secured by a nearby housing development to invest in a full redevelopment of the site, including new changing provision, storage depot and the reconfiguration of the grass provision to 1x Youth 9v9 and 2x Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches. It is recommended to support the delivery of this project which, once completed, would contribute to address the current deficit of Youth and Mini provision in the area. 
	Funding has been secured by a nearby housing development to invest in a full redevelopment of the site, including new changing provision, storage depot and the reconfiguration of the grass provision to 1x Youth 9v9 and 2x Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches. It is recommended to support the delivery of this project which, once completed, would contribute to address the current deficit of Youth and Mini provision in the area. 


	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	DE HAVILLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	1x Mini 7v7 
	1x Mini 7v7 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	NA – Not available for community use 
	NA – Not available for community use 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has a Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch and it is not available to the wider community, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has a Mini Soccer 7v7 pitch and it is not available to the wider community, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	2 
	2 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is a large multi-sport site, it is used by an adult team from Hatfield Town for competitive football and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is potential, however, for the club to be relocated to a new home ground behind Birchwood Leisure Centre in the future. 
	This is a large multi-sport site, it is used by an adult team from Hatfield Town for competitive football and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is potential, however, for the club to be relocated to a new home ground behind Birchwood Leisure Centre in the future. 
	As well as the Adult Football grass pitch, there is small sided 3G AGP provision on site that is frequently hired out for informal use, as well as competitive training from Welwyn Garden City Youth. 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	It is recommended to work with the club and site managers (GLL and Play Football) to put in place a community use agreement and secure long-term access. 
	It is recommended to work with the club and site managers (GLL and Play Football) to put in place a community use agreement and secure long-term access. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	HALLS CLOSE 
	HALLS CLOSE 
	HALLS CLOSE 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Youth 9v9 
	1x Youth 9v9 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	1 match equivalents sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalents sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan, it is owned by Welwyn St Mary’s Primary School and used by pupils of the school. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan, it is owned by Welwyn St Mary’s Primary School and used by pupils of the school. 


	TR
	2x Mini 7v7 
	2x Mini 7v7 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	8 
	8 

	2 match equivalents sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalents sessions spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is heavily used by the cricket club and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand has been recorded on the standard quality Adult pitch, and the cricket club have expressed their intentions to move to the Hatfield House site across the road (see the Cricket section of this report). If this was to go ahead, it is recommended to explore the possibility of reconfiguring the site for football use only, including youth football provision in order to address curre
	The site is heavily used by the cricket club and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand has been recorded on the standard quality Adult pitch, and the cricket club have expressed their intentions to move to the Hatfield House site across the road (see the Cricket section of this report). If this was to go ahead, it is recommended to explore the possibility of reconfiguring the site for football use only, including youth football provision in order to address curre


	TR
	E 
	E 

	Grass provision and ancillary facilities at the site are of adequate quality. No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	Grass provision and ancillary facilities at the site are of adequate quality. No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x AGP 
	1x AGP 

	No grass provision on site 
	No grass provision on site 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two 60x40 sand based AGPs on site, that are available and used by the local community.  
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two 60x40 sand based AGPs on site, that are available and used by the local community.  




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	E 
	E 

	The AGPs on site are 5-10 years old and scored in the lower end of the Standard rating as part of the non-technical assessment. Resurfacing of both pitches may be required within the next 5 years. 
	The AGPs on site are 5-10 years old and scored in the lower end of the Standard rating as part of the non-technical assessment. Resurfacing of both pitches may be required within the next 5 years. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x AGP 
	1x AGP 

	No grass provision on site 
	No grass provision on site 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two standard quality  35x20 3G AGPs that are available to the community and, although no football demand was identified as part of the study, it can serve as a training facility for local clubs 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two standard quality  35x20 3G AGPs that are available to the community and, although no football demand was identified as part of the study, it can serve as a training facility for local clubs 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x AGP 
	1x AGP 

	No grass provision on site 
	No grass provision on site 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site has two small sided AGPs (3G) that are well utilised by the community and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used for training by local football clubs such as Welwyn Garden City Youth, Lemsford Youth, OSA Academy. 
	The site has two small sided AGPs (3G) that are well utilised by the community and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used for training by local football clubs such as Welwyn Garden City Youth, Lemsford Youth, OSA Academy. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The AGP surface was relayed two years ago and pitch quality is adequate, however the netting and walls surrounding the pitches are deteriorating and in need of replacing/refurbishing. It was also revealed in consultation that there are aspirations to establish a café on site, which would increase revenue, however the site is soon to be taken over by GLL. Further feasibility work for this development is recommended.  
	The AGP surface was relayed two years ago and pitch quality is adequate, however the netting and walls surrounding the pitches are deteriorating and in need of replacing/refurbishing. It was also revealed in consultation that there are aspirations to establish a café on site, which would increase revenue, however the site is soon to be taken over by GLL. Further feasibility work for this development is recommended.  


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3x Adult 
	3x Adult 

	9 
	9 

	4 
	4 

	5 
	5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is a large site with grass and AGP provision that is heavily used by the community and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by local clubs such us AFC Mymms, Hatfield Mosquito and the University of Hertfordshire teams, and it is also home to Arsenal 
	This is a large site with grass and AGP provision that is heavily used by the community and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by local clubs such us AFC Mymms, Hatfield Mosquito and the University of Hertfordshire teams, and it is also home to Arsenal 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	Women’s FC. 
	Women’s FC. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	This is a high quality site and all grass and AGP provision was rated as Good as part of the assessment. The only enhancements identified as part of the study are the refurbishing of the existing dugout provision and potentially establishing a covered stand for the first team pitch (in discussion between the site and Arsenal Women’s FC) 
	This is a high quality site and all grass and AGP provision was rated as Good as part of the assessment. The only enhancements identified as part of the study are the refurbishing of the existing dugout provision and potentially establishing a covered stand for the first team pitch (in discussion between the site and Arsenal Women’s FC) 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	HOLWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	HOLWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	HOLWELL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Youth 9v9 
	1x Youth 9v9 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site has a standard quality Youth 9v9 pitch and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified at the site, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site has a standard quality Youth 9v9 pitch and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified at the site, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3x Adult 
	3x Adult 

	6 
	6 

	1 
	1 

	5 
	5 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is a multi-pitch site that is home to adult and junior teams from Cuffley FC and Cuffley Youth and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	This is a multi-pitch site that is home to adult and junior teams from Cuffley FC and Cuffley Youth and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	This is a key site for football, given its and the level of demand that it accommodates from one of the largest clubs in the area, however it was identified as unsecured for long-term use. It is therefore recommended to put in place a long-term community use agreement in order to guarantee security of tenure. 


	TR
	1x Youth 9v9 
	1x Youth 9v9 

	2 
	2 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	Consultation with Cuffley Youth FC revealed that the pitch on site suffer from severe drainage problems due to the site being built on London Clay, some further investment and drainage works are required in order to address this. The clubhouse on site was also identified as poor and refurbishment is recommended. 
	Consultation with Cuffley Youth FC revealed that the pitch on site suffer from severe drainage problems due to the site being built on London Clay, some further investment and drainage works are required in order to address this. The clubhouse on site was also identified as poor and refurbishment is recommended. 


	TR
	2x Mini 5v5 
	2x Mini 5v5 

	8 
	8 

	1 
	1 

	7 
	7 

	1 match equivalent 
	1 match equivalent 

	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
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	sessions spare capacity 
	sessions spare capacity 


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	5x Adult 
	5x Adult 

	8 
	8 

	3 
	3 

	5 
	5 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It used by several clubs in the area, including Welwyn Borough, Cuffley Tigers, The Grove, Shamrock Rovers, Bradmore Rovers and junior teams from Cuffley Youth FC.  
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It used by several clubs in the area, including Welwyn Borough, Cuffley Tigers, The Grove, Shamrock Rovers, Bradmore Rovers and junior teams from Cuffley Youth FC.  
	There are 5x adult and 1x Youth 11v11 pitches on site, and the analysis shows significant spare capacity on the adult pitches – with some level of overplay on the youth 11v11 pitch. It is likely that some youth demand is currently taking place on the adult pitches, and therefore it is recommended that the site is reconfigured to address this. 


	TR
	1x Youth 11v11 
	1x Youth 11v11 

	2 
	2 

	5 
	5 

	-3 
	-3 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	Pitch provision was identified as standard during site inspection, and no particular issues were revealed on consultation with clubs that utilise the site. No enhancements are required. 
	Pitch provision was identified as standard during site inspection, and no particular issues were revealed on consultation with clubs that utilise the site. No enhancements are required. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The installation of a full sized 3G AGP in replacement of one of the existing adult pitches should be explored, in order to address the lack of training facilities in the area identified as part of this study, as well as the current deficit of Youth football provision (if competitive fixtures were accommodated on the AGP). This would also help reduce the number of cancelled fixtures at times of inclement weather. Further feasibility work is recommended to determine the viability of this project. 
	The installation of a full sized 3G AGP in replacement of one of the existing adult pitches should be explored, in order to address the lack of training facilities in the area identified as part of this study, as well as the current deficit of Youth football provision (if competitive fixtures were accommodated on the AGP). This would also help reduce the number of cancelled fixtures at times of inclement weather. Further feasibility work is recommended to determine the viability of this project. 


	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is home to Lemsford FC and Hedgehog FC’s adult teams and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	The site is home to Lemsford FC and Hedgehog FC’s adult teams and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	The site was identified lacking long-term security of tenure, it is therefore recommended that WHBC engage with the football clubs that use the site and put in place and long-term community use agreement. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The adult pitch on site has been rated as Standard, however it suffers from a rabbit problem 
	The adult pitch on site has been rated as Standard, however it suffers from a rabbit problem 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	and has had some anti-social behaviour issues in the past. Increased security is recommended at the site. 
	and has had some anti-social behaviour issues in the past. Increased security is recommended at the site. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3x Adult 
	3x Adult 

	4 
	4 

	3 (Youth 11v11) 
	3 (Youth 11v11) 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is one of the key football sites in the area and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to Panshanger FC, who have a total of 29 sites in all age groups playing from the site. 
	This is one of the key football sites in the area and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to Panshanger FC, who have a total of 29 sites in all age groups playing from the site. 


	TR
	2x Youth 9v9 
	2x Youth 9v9 

	4 
	4 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	The club stated to be satisfied with the quality of provision during consultation and the pitches were deemed Standard as part of the site assessment. However the high level of demand generated by the club results in some overuse of the pitches and an increased and more robust maintenance regime is required in order to keep the playing surface to an adequate standard. 
	The club stated to be satisfied with the quality of provision during consultation and the pitches were deemed Standard as part of the site assessment. However the high level of demand generated by the club results in some overuse of the pitches and an increased and more robust maintenance regime is required in order to keep the playing surface to an adequate standard. 


	TR
	2x Mini 5v5 
	2x Mini 5v5 

	8 
	8 

	2 (+4 Mini 7v7) 
	2 (+4 Mini 7v7) 

	2 
	2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PV 
	PV 

	It was revealed during consultation that the club are growing at a steady pace and are also expecting some further growth in coming years from caused by nearby housing developments. It is likely that further provision will be required and there is space on site to develop new pitches. It is recommended to work with the club and support them with the reconfiguration of the site as per the new requirements. The installation of a small sized 3G AGP would also be beneficial as it would allow the club to accommo
	It was revealed during consultation that the club are growing at a steady pace and are also expecting some further growth in coming years from caused by nearby housing developments. It is likely that further provision will be required and there is space on site to develop new pitches. It is recommended to work with the club and support them with the reconfiguration of the site as per the new requirements. The installation of a small sized 3G AGP would also be beneficial as it would allow the club to accommo


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	10x Adult 
	10x Adult 

	21 
	21 

	3 (Adult) 
	3 (Adult) 
	+ 
	5 (Youth 11v11) 
	+ 
	5.5 (Youth 

	2 
	2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is a multi-pitch site with grass and artificial ground provision and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to Welwyn Pegasus, one of the largest clubs in the area with 36 teams, all of which play and train at the site. 
	This is a multi-pitch site with grass and artificial ground provision and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to Welwyn Pegasus, one of the largest clubs in the area with 36 teams, all of which play and train at the site. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The pitches are heavily used and increased 
	The pitches are heavily used and increased 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
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	9v9) 
	9v9) 
	+ 
	4.5 (Mini 7v7) 
	+ 
	1 (Mini 5v5) 

	maintenance is required due to gravel and stones rising on the surface, with a lot of hard ground and poor line marking as well. The FA are aware of the situation but there are large costs associated with this work. It is recommended to support the club and provide information on available funding sources. 
	maintenance is required due to gravel and stones rising on the surface, with a lot of hard ground and poor line marking as well. The FA are aware of the situation but there are large costs associated with this work. It is recommended to support the club and provide information on available funding sources. 
	With a large amount of youth and mini soccer demand on site (possibly taking place on the adult pitches or over marked pitches) it is recommended to reconfigure some of the existing adult provision into youth and mini pitches. 
	The full sized 3G AGP on site has recently been invested on and is of very good quality, however it is also heavily used by Welwyn Pegasus and the club stated during consultation that it is reaching capacity. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The site should be considered as a potential location for an additional 3G AGP, with several clubs in the area having identified a need for additional training facilities and Welwyn Pegasus stating in consultation that club growth is currently restricted by the lack of available and suitable pitch provision. It is recommended to undertake feasibility works to determine the viability of this development, as well as working with the club to provide funding opportunities.  
	The site should be considered as a potential location for an additional 3G AGP, with several clubs in the area having identified a need for additional training facilities and Welwyn Pegasus stating in consultation that club growth is currently restricted by the lack of available and suitable pitch provision. It is recommended to undertake feasibility works to determine the viability of this development, as well as working with the club to provide funding opportunities.  


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	4x Adult 
	4x Adult 

	12 
	12 

	5 (Adult) + 2 (Youth 11v11) + 0.5 (Youth 9v9) 
	5 (Adult) + 2 (Youth 11v11) + 0.5 (Youth 9v9) 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is a multi-sport site and it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used as a home ground by several football clubs, including Potters Bar United Youth, Elizabeth Allen Old Boys, Oakwood Town, Northaw, Tansley Saturday and Hadley Green. 
	This is a multi-sport site and it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used as a home ground by several football clubs, including Potters Bar United Youth, Elizabeth Allen Old Boys, Oakwood Town, Northaw, Tansley Saturday and Hadley Green. 


	TR
	2x Mini 5v5 
	2x Mini 5v5 

	12 
	12 

	0.5 (Mini 5v5) + 
	0.5 (Mini 5v5) + 
	0.5 (Mini 7v7) 

	11 
	11 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	There are four Adult and two Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches on site, all of which are of good quality and very well maintained. The ancillary facility is also good and meets the needs of site users. There is a significant amount of youth football accommodated 
	There are four Adult and two Mini Soccer 5v5 pitches on site, all of which are of good quality and very well maintained. The ancillary facility is also good and meets the needs of site users. There is a significant amount of youth football accommodated 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	at the site, however no Youth 11v11 or 9v9 provision, which indicates that it is likely that this demand is currently taking place on the adult pitches instead of the FA recommended Youth 11v11 pitch size. It is recommended to explore the possibility of reconfiguring the site to include youth provision. 
	at the site, however no Youth 11v11 or 9v9 provision, which indicates that it is likely that this demand is currently taking place on the adult pitches instead of the FA recommended Youth 11v11 pitch size. It is recommended to explore the possibility of reconfiguring the site to include youth provision. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Mini 7v7 
	1x Mini 7v7 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No football demand currently takes place on site due to the poor pitch quality, however it is used by school pupils for physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No football demand currently takes place on site due to the poor pitch quality, however it is used by school pupils for physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The site used to accommodate community use, however teams no longer play or train on site and no school home games are held here either due to the quality of the pitch. It is recommended to relay and resurface the pitch, putting in place an improved and increased maintenance regime, in order to bring community football back to the site and improve the existing deficit of Mini Soccer provision in the area. 
	The site used to accommodate community use, however teams no longer play or train on site and no school home games are held here either due to the quality of the pitch. It is recommended to relay and resurface the pitch, putting in place an improved and increased maintenance regime, in order to bring community football back to the site and improve the existing deficit of Mini Soccer provision in the area. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	1x AGP 
	1x AGP 

	No grass provision on site 
	No grass provision on site 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is a good quality, full sized AGPs (sand based) on site that is open to the community and currently used by Cuffley Youth for training purposes. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is a good quality, full sized AGPs (sand based) on site that is open to the community and currently used by Cuffley Youth for training purposes. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The AGP was rated as Good as part of the assessment and no apparent issues were identified. The site appears to have a lack of suitable parking facilities; however it is assumed that the school site is used for this during working hours. No further enhancements were identified as part of the study. 
	The AGP was rated as Good as part of the assessment and no apparent issues were identified. The site appears to have a lack of suitable parking facilities; however it is assumed that the school site is used for this during working hours. No further enhancements were identified as part of the study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x 
	1x 

	2 
	2 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0.5 match 
	0.5 match 

	P
	P

	This is a multi-sport site with Cricket, Football, 
	This is a multi-sport site with Cricket, Football, 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	R 
	R 

	Rugby and AGP provision and it should therefore be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two football pitches (Adult and Youth 11v11) on site that are used by Town Inn FC and Hatfield Comet Youth. 
	Rugby and AGP provision and it should therefore be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two football pitches (Adult and Youth 11v11) on site that are used by Town Inn FC and Hatfield Comet Youth. 


	TR
	1x Youth 11v11 
	1x Youth 11v11 

	2 
	2 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	The pitches and ancillary facilities on site were deemed adequate and no issues were raised on consultation. No enhancements were identified as part of this study. 
	The pitches and ancillary facilities on site were deemed adequate and no issues were raised on consultation. No enhancements were identified as part of this study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	ROWANS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ROWANS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ROWANS PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Youth 11v11 
	1x Youth 11v11 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3x Adult 
	3x Adult 

	9 
	9 

	1 
	1 

	8 
	8 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are three good quality adult pitches pitches on site and it is used by Brookmans Park FC as their home ground. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are three good quality adult pitches pitches on site and it is used by Brookmans Park FC as their home ground. 
	The site also has a 40x40 sand based AGP that is available to the community, however no formal football demand has been recorded at part of this study. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	3 
	3 

	0.5 (Adult) + 0.5 (Youth 11v11) 
	0.5 (Adult) + 0.5 (Youth 11v11) 

	2 
	2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is a good quality multi-pitch site and it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by pupils of the school and also hired out to the community, with teams from Welwyn Garden City Ladies (adult), Sherrardswood Ladies (U15) and PKSA Panthers (Mini Soccer) playing from the site. 
	This is a good quality multi-pitch site and it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by pupils of the school and also hired out to the community, with teams from Welwyn Garden City Ladies (adult), Sherrardswood Ladies (U15) and PKSA Panthers (Mini Soccer) playing from the site. 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	2x Youth 9v9 
	2x Youth 9v9 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	8 
	8 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	All sides and clubs have a good relationship with the school and there are no development plans for the school as they are happy with the current teams playing on site. No enhancements were identified as part of the study. 
	All sides and clubs have a good relationship with the school and there are no development plans for the school as they are happy with the current teams playing on site. No enhancements were identified as part of the study. 


	TR
	2x Mini 5v5 
	2x Mini 5v5 

	12 
	12 

	1.5 (Mini 5v5) + 1 (Mini 7v7) 
	1.5 (Mini 5v5) + 1 (Mini 7v7) 

	9.5 
	9.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	2x Adult 
	2x Adult 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a multi-pitch site that has grass and artificial ground provision and is heavily used by the community, with Welwyn Garden City (one of the largest clubs in the area with 36 teams) being the main user of the site. Lemsford Youth also access the grass provision with a Mini Soccer team and all training from Panshanger FC takes place on the full sized sand dressed AGP. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. This is a multi-pitch site that has grass and artificial ground provision and is heavily used by the community, with Welwyn Garden City (one of the largest clubs in the area with 36 teams) being the main user of the site. Lemsford Youth also access the grass provision with a Mini Soccer team and all training from Panshanger FC takes place on the full sized sand dressed AGP. 


	TR
	1x Youth 11v11 
	1x Youth 11v11 

	2 
	2 

	4 
	4 

	-2 
	-2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	The pitches were identified as adequate during club consultation and no particular issues were raised, however they are heavily used and this is likely to cause issues in the future in terms of pitch quality and overplay. A more robust maintenance regime is recommended in order to prevent this. 
	The pitches were identified as adequate during club consultation and no particular issues were raised, however they are heavily used and this is likely to cause issues in the future in terms of pitch quality and overplay. A more robust maintenance regime is recommended in order to prevent this. 


	TR
	1x Youth 9v9 
	1x Youth 9v9 

	2 
	2 

	4 
	4 

	-2 
	-2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PV 
	PV 

	The site has been identified as a potential location for the development of a full sized 3G pitch, given the level of demand generated by Welwyn Garden City FC and the lack of training facilities identified by clubs within this sub-area and the study area as a whole. The site is also at full capacity during peak times of demand, and the utilization of an AGP for competitive fixtures and training purposes will also contribute to address this issue. Further feasibility work is required to determine the viabil
	The site has been identified as a potential location for the development of a full sized 3G pitch, given the level of demand generated by Welwyn Garden City FC and the lack of training facilities identified by clubs within this sub-area and the study area as a whole. The site is also at full capacity during peak times of demand, and the utilization of an AGP for competitive fixtures and training purposes will also contribute to address this issue. Further feasibility work is required to determine the viabil


	TR
	3x Mini 7v7 
	3x Mini 7v7 

	12 
	12 

	5 
	5 

	7 
	7 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	TR
	2x Mini 5v5 
	2x Mini 5v5 

	8 
	8 

	3 
	3 

	5 
	5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	2x Mini 7v7 
	2x Mini 7v7 

	8 
	8 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	6.5 
	6.5 

	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare 
	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by junior teams from Lemsford Youth, as well as pupils of the school for PE and physical activity. The school have a very 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by junior teams from Lemsford Youth, as well as pupils of the school for PE and physical activity. The school have a very 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	capacity 
	capacity 

	good relationship with the club and are not looking to increase community use of the site 
	good relationship with the club and are not looking to increase community use of the site 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	ST JOHN'S VOLUNTARY AIDED CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST JOHN'S VOLUNTARY AIDED CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST JOHN'S VOLUNTARY AIDED CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Mini 5v5 
	1x Mini 5v5 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	ST MICHAEL'S WOOLMER GREEN COFE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST MICHAEL'S WOOLMER GREEN COFE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST MICHAEL'S WOOLMER GREEN COFE VA PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	2x Mini 5v5 
	2x Mini 5v5 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	8 
	8 

	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	2 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No formal football demand was identified as part of the study, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	ST. PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	1x Mini 7v7 
	1x Mini 7v7 

	4 
	4 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is used by Hatfield Comet Youth for mini soccer and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	The site is used by Hatfield Comet Youth for mini soccer and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	Provision on site is sufficient and of adequate quality. No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	Provision on site is sufficient and of adequate quality. No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	2x Adult 
	2x Adult 

	4 
	4 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	0.5 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by an adult teeam from Hatfield Seniors and mini teams from Hatfield Youth and Hatfiled Town Youth. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by an adult teeam from Hatfield Seniors and mini teams from Hatfield Youth and Hatfiled Town Youth. 


	TR
	3x Youth 
	3x Youth 

	6 
	6 

	0 (Youth 9v9) 
	0 (Youth 9v9) 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	The site currently consists of two adult pitches and three Youth 9v9, however no Youth Football 
	The site currently consists of two adult pitches and three Youth 9v9, however no Youth Football 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	9v9 
	9v9 

	+ 
	+ 
	3.5 (Mini 7v7) 
	+ 
	1 (Mini 5v5) 

	demand was recorded at the site as part of the study. It is recommend to reconfigure one of the 9v9 pitches into one or two mini soccer pitches in order to better accommodate the existing demand. 
	demand was recorded at the site as part of the study. It is recommend to reconfigure one of the 9v9 pitches into one or two mini soccer pitches in order to better accommodate the existing demand. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	2x Mini 7v7 
	2x Mini 7v7 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	NA – Not available for community use 
	NA – Not available for community use 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches that are not currently available to the community due to lack of security and toilet issues at the school, however it is used by pupils for PE and physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There are two Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches that are not currently available to the community due to lack of security and toilet issues at the school, however it is used by pupils for PE and physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	There is a significant deficit of Mini Soccer 7v7 provision within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area and it is therefore recommended to work with the school and determine the requirements to make the facility available to the wider community. 
	There is a significant deficit of Mini Soccer 7v7 provision within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area and it is therefore recommended to work with the school and determine the requirements to make the facility available to the wider community. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	2x Mini 7v7 
	2x Mini 7v7 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	NA – Not available for community use 
	NA – Not available for community use 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is not available for community use, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is not available for community use, however it is used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	There are two Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches on site that are of Standard quality. Given the current deficit of 7v7 provision within the sub-area and the study area as a whole, it is recommended to explore the possibility of opening the site to the community during peak times of demand. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 
	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 
	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	1x AGP 
	1x AGP 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	NA – Not available for community use 
	NA – Not available for community use 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is not available for community use, however it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan as it is utilised by university students. It has a high quality 3G AGP (65x45) tbat is open to the community and utilised by Welwyn Garden City Youth, Lemsford, Brookmans 
	The site is not available for community use, however it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan as it is utilised by university students. It has a high quality 3G AGP (65x45) tbat is open to the community and utilised by Welwyn Garden City Youth, Lemsford, Brookmans 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	Park and Hatfield Seniors for training purposs. 
	Park and Hatfield Seniors for training purposs. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The AGP on site is of good quality and no issues were identified during site inspection. No enhancements required. 
	The AGP on site is of good quality and no issues were identified during site inspection. No enhancements required. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	2 
	2 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It comprised one Adult and one Mini 5v5 pitch and is used by adult teams from Tansley Saturday, Tansley Sunday and Brookmans Park; and Mini Soccer teams from Welham Albion and Hatfield Town Youth. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It comprised one Adult and one Mini 5v5 pitch and is used by adult teams from Tansley Saturday, Tansley Sunday and Brookmans Park; and Mini Soccer teams from Welham Albion and Hatfield Town Youth. 


	TR
	1x Mini 5v5 
	1x Mini 5v5 

	4 
	4 

	0.5 (Mini 5v5) + 1 (Mini 7v7) 
	0.5 (Mini 5v5) + 1 (Mini 7v7) 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	Some drainage problems were identified on the grass pitches, and particularly to the exterior of the pitches, and it is believed that the introduction of verti-draining would improve pitch quality significantly.  
	Some drainage problems were identified on the grass pitches, and particularly to the exterior of the pitches, and it is believed that the introduction of verti-draining would improve pitch quality significantly.  


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	It was revealed on consultation that the site are keen to establish a 9v9 pitch on site through a potential reconfiguration. It is recommended to provide support and advice for this development. 
	It was revealed on consultation that the site are keen to establish a 9v9 pitch on site through a potential reconfiguration. It is recommended to provide support and advice for this development. 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	2 
	2 

	1.5 (Adult) + 
	1.5 (Adult) + 
	2 (Mini 5v5) 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This is a single pitch site that is home to Welwyn Garden City FC (a Tier 5 club with an adult and an U18 team) and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is also used by youth and mini teams from Welwyn Garden City Youth FC. 
	This is a single pitch site that is home to Welwyn Garden City FC (a Tier 5 club with an adult and an U18 team) and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is also used by youth and mini teams from Welwyn Garden City Youth FC. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The major issue at the site is the quality of the pitch, which scored in the lower end of the Standard rating. It was stated in consultation that this has restricted the growth and development of the club and teams, and therefore a more robust maintenance regime is recommended. 
	The major issue at the site is the quality of the pitch, which scored in the lower end of the Standard rating. It was stated in consultation that this has restricted the growth and development of the club and teams, and therefore a more robust maintenance regime is recommended. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The club are looking to create a ladies’ section and a youth section, however it was stated that a second pitch will be required for this and they have identified a potential site for development of new provision (this Avery Field, a borough-owned site located next to the existing site). It is 
	The club are looking to create a ladies’ section and a youth section, however it was stated that a second pitch will be required for this and they have identified a potential site for development of new provision (this Avery Field, a borough-owned site located next to the existing site). It is 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Pitch Supply 
	Pitch Supply 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Pitch Demand 
	Pitch Demand 

	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 
	Balance for Community use (grass pitches only) 

	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 
	Peak Period Balance (accounting for overplay) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	recommended to support the club obtaining funding and permission to move forward with this development, subject to further feasibility work 
	recommended to support the club obtaining funding and permission to move forward with this development, subject to further feasibility work 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	1x Adult 
	1x Adult 

	3 
	3 

	2 (Adult) + 3 (Youth 11v11) + 1.5 (Youth 9v9) 
	2 (Adult) + 3 (Youth 11v11) + 1.5 (Youth 9v9) 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is a good quality adult pitch and a standard Mini 7v7 pitch, and the site is used by adult teams from Welwyn St Marys, Lemsford FC and Welwyn Sports, and junior teams from Lemsford Youth FC 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is a good quality adult pitch and a standard Mini 7v7 pitch, and the site is used by adult teams from Welwyn St Marys, Lemsford FC and Welwyn Sports, and junior teams from Lemsford Youth FC 


	TR
	1x Mini 7v7 
	1x Mini 7v7 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent sessions spare capacity 

	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as required during site inspection and consultation with site users.  
	No enhancements were identified as required during site inspection and consultation with site users.  


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The site have plans for a potential small sided AGP on site which will not result in any loss of grass pitches, subject to further feasibility work. 
	The site have plans for a potential small sided AGP on site which will not result in any loss of grass pitches, subject to further feasibility work. 


	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WOOLMER GREEN RECREATION GROUND 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3x Mini 7v7 
	3x Mini 7v7 

	10 
	10 

	0.5 (Adult) 
	0.5 (Adult) 

	9.5 
	9.5 

	2.5 match equivalents sessions spare capacity 
	2.5 match equivalents sessions spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is home to Welwyn St Marys reserves and it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	The site is home to Welwyn St Marys reserves and it should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 
	No enhancements were identified as part of the study 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 




	 Football summary 
	 This section summarises the findings from the football analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 3.23 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield.  
	Table 3.23 – Key PPS findings for football in Welwyn Hatfield  
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 

	Analysis 
	Analysis 



	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 

	The quality of football provision across the Study Area is high, with 91% of the total pitches scoring as Standard or higher as part of the assessment. The ownership and management of the 42 football sites in the area is clearly dominated by the Local Authority, followed by Education sites. The level of demand has also stayed at a relatively consistent level, with major clubs continuing to grow, offset by the contraction of demand for smaller affiliated adult’s teams. Both the supply and demand for football
	The quality of football provision across the Study Area is high, with 91% of the total pitches scoring as Standard or higher as part of the assessment. The ownership and management of the 42 football sites in the area is clearly dominated by the Local Authority, followed by Education sites. The level of demand has also stayed at a relatively consistent level, with major clubs continuing to grow, offset by the contraction of demand for smaller affiliated adult’s teams. Both the supply and demand for football


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 

	The current supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch provision shows significant deficit across the Study Area for youth 11v11 (14 MES), with an overall deficit as well for Youth 9v9 (5 MES) and Mini 7v7 (4.5 MES). The Welwyn Garden City sub-area has a significant deficit for all pitch typologies, except for Adult football, and this is due to the majority of football demand being concentrated within this sub-area.  
	The current supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch provision shows significant deficit across the Study Area for youth 11v11 (14 MES), with an overall deficit as well for Youth 9v9 (5 MES) and Mini 7v7 (4.5 MES). The Welwyn Garden City sub-area has a significant deficit for all pitch typologies, except for Adult football, and this is due to the majority of football demand being concentrated within this sub-area.  
	The analysis shows a significant level of spare capacity for Adult pitches across Welwyn Hatfield, which suggests that some level of Youth 11v11 demand is likely to be taking place on adult pitches, instead of the FA recommended Youth 11v11. The reconfiguration of existing sites to address this issue should be explored.  


	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 

	While several clubs have identified issues with drainage and maintenance, the overall quality of facilities and the robustness of maintenance regimes is standard. There are a small number of poor quality pitches within Welwyn Hatfield, only 8% of the total. The highest scoring pitches are the ones located at Hertfordshire Sports Village, Old Owens Sports Club, Royal Vet College, Monks Walk School and Sherrardswood School. 
	While several clubs have identified issues with drainage and maintenance, the overall quality of facilities and the robustness of maintenance regimes is standard. There are a small number of poor quality pitches within Welwyn Hatfield, only 8% of the total. The highest scoring pitches are the ones located at Hertfordshire Sports Village, Old Owens Sports Club, Royal Vet College, Monks Walk School and Sherrardswood School. 


	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 

	With a significant projected growth in population during the lifetime of the study and some level of latent demand identified, the requirement for youth pitches is likely to increase. 
	With a significant projected growth in population during the lifetime of the study and some level of latent demand identified, the requirement for youth pitches is likely to increase. 
	This demand is projected to be particularly significant in the Welwyn Garden City Sub-area, for both grass and artificial provision, given the projected growth growth of 22 teams. 
	The largest growth across the study area is projected to be realised in the Youth 11v11 with an expected increase of 16 teams. 
	The supply of provision is also likely to change, with the development of new 3G provision being a priority for the area, as well as the potential development of hub sites. 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 

	The future supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch provision shows there is a significant overall deficit for Youth 11v11, 9v9 and Mini 7v7 football. The current surplus of adult provision is slightly decreased to 15 MES when including future demand, and Mini 5v5 pitches show a small amount of spare capacity by the end of the strategy (2.5 MES)  
	The future supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch provision shows there is a significant overall deficit for Youth 11v11, 9v9 and Mini 7v7 football. The current surplus of adult provision is slightly decreased to 15 MES when including future demand, and Mini 5v5 pitches show a small amount of spare capacity by the end of the strategy (2.5 MES)  
	Spatially, the sub-area with the highest future projected deficit of supply is the Welwyn Garden City Sub Area, where there is a deficit of 27 MES when considering future demand on secured sites.  




	 Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) 
	 There are three surface types that fall into the category of Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP); rubber crumb (3G), sand-based (filled or dressed) and water based. The Hockey section (Section 7) of this needs assessment presents the position for sand-based and water-based provision, with this section focussing on third generation (3G) facilities that are suitable for football and rugby, as well as sand-based provision that is currently used for football training. 
	 Utilising 3G AGP provision for training and matchplay 
	3G AGP USAGE FOR FOOTBALL 
	 The FA and Football Foundation considers high quality 3G pitches as essential in promoting coach and player development across all age groups. These pitches can support intensive use and as such are valuable assets for both playing and training. Primarily, such facilities have been installed for community use and training however they are increasingly used for competition, which the FA wholly supports providing the pitch has been appropriately tested and is on the FA 3G pitch register. The FA’s long-term a
	 The FA has adopted the use of 3G pitches across all its competitions and incorporated this into the standard code of rules. This decision was taken due to the significant advances that have been made to the development of 3G Football Turf (FT) and the adoption of these surfaces by professional leagues throughout Europe and by both UEFA and FIFA for major competitions.  
	 Competitive affiliated football can take place on 3G surfaces that have been tested to FA standards and is on the FA 3G Football Turf Pitch Register. All football training can take place on sand and water-based surfaces but a 3G surface is preferred. 
	3G AGP USAGE FOR RUGBY 
	 The use of 3G AGP provision for rugby match play and training has increased significantly in the past 10 years, due to a combination of improved technology, greater investment and changing player behaviour. 
	 Clubs and operators are increasingly seeing the benefit of utilising 3G provision, due to the durability of the surface and the ability of clubs to play back to back matches, as well as using the same surfaces for both match play and training.  
	 For facilities to be used for contact training or affiliated matchplay, pitches must be World Rugby 22(WR22) compliant, which ensures pitches have an adequate shock pad and length of synthetic grass to ensure they are safe to play on.  
	 The RFU’s Rugby365 programme invests in 3G AGP provision, with the overall objective of improving player experience. Further information can be found on England Rugby’s website. 
	 Supply analysis 
	 Table 4.1 overleaf provides a list of all sand-based and 3G AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield identified as part of the audit. For each of the AGP’s across the Study Area, the supply and demand has been summarised, with identification of spare capacity in the peak period where relevant.  
	 Detailed audit data for each facility, as well as whether they are included on the FA register, are included in Technical Appendix A – Football Analysis 
	 The Study Area currently has three full sized 3G AGP’s – two at the Hertfordshire Sports Village and one at Monks Walk School - all of which are available for community use and used through periods of peak demand. The weekday peak times are 6-9pm and at weekends and 10am-7pm.  All facilities are floodlit, therefore can be used by the community at peak times throughout the winter. In addition to the full-size pitches, there are 15 small sided 3G pitches, some of which are used for training and junior matchp
	 There are no World Rugby 22 (WR22) compliant AGPs within Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 4.1 Illustrates that there is only one 3G AGP (small sided) within Welwyn Hatfield that is not available for community use. This is at the University of Hertfordshire (Campus located East of A1M), which is used exclusively by the university.  
	  
	Table 4.1 – AGP audit 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Surface Type 
	Surface Type 

	Size (M) 
	Size (M) 

	Age of Surface 
	Age of Surface 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Score 
	Score 



	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3G 
	3G 

	35mx30m 
	35mx30m 

	over 10 years 
	over 10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	61.86% - Standard 
	61.86% - Standard 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	60mx40m 
	60mx40m 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Sand Filled 
	Sand Filled 

	50mx35m 
	50mx35m 

	5-10 years 
	5-10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	73.73% - Standard 
	73.73% - Standard 


	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	60x40 
	60x40 

	5-10 years 
	5-10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	64.52% - Standard 
	64.52% - Standard 


	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	60x40 
	60x40 

	over 10 years 
	over 10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	61.29% - Standard 
	61.29% - Standard 


	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	5-10 years 
	5-10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	77.97% - Standard 
	77.97% - Standard 


	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	5-10 years 
	5-10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	77.97% - Standard 
	77.97% - Standard 


	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	79.57% - Standard 
	79.57% - Standard 


	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	79.57% - Standard 
	79.57% - Standard 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	93.22% - Good 
	93.22% - Good 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	93.22% - Good 
	93.22% - Good 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	3G 
	3G 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	93.22% - Good 
	93.22% - Good 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Surface Type 
	Surface Type 

	Size (M) 
	Size (M) 

	Age of Surface 
	Age of Surface 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Score 
	Score 



	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3G 
	3G 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	91.53% - Good 
	91.53% - Good 


	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	5-10 years 
	5-10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx17m 
	30mx17m 

	less than 2 years 
	less than 2 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	82.20% - Good 
	82.20% - Good 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	40x40 
	40x40 

	2-5 years 
	2-5 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	88.98% - Good 
	88.98% - Good 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	91x53 
	91x53 

	5-10 years 
	5-10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	77.42% - Standard 
	77.42% - Standard 


	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	40x20 
	40x20 

	5-10 years 
	5-10 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	64.52% - Standard 
	64.52% - Standard 


	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 
	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 
	UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE (Campus located East of A1M) 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	3G 
	3G 

	65x45 
	65x45 

	less than 2 years 
	less than 2 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	89.25% - Good 
	89.25% - Good 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	3G 
	3G 

	65x45 
	65x45 

	less than 2 years 
	less than 2 years 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	91.53% - Good 
	91.53% - Good 




	 Current supply and demand analysis 
	CURRENT SUPPLY AND DEMAND MODELLING – FULL SIZE 3G AGP PROVISION (FOOTBALL) 
	 While Table 4.2 provides a capacity analysis for all AGP sites across the Study Area, further analysis is required to identify whether there are sufficient facilities to meet the demand, based on national parameters and calculations. 
	 As part of the FA National Game Strategy, the Football Association has identified a strategic objective to ensure that all teams playing competitive football have access to a floodlit 3G AGP to train on at least once a week. To do this, FA calculations show that a full size 3G AGP (available for community use at peak times) is required for every 38 teams, which will allow the required training and match play slots, as well as providing suitable supply at peak times (weekday evenings and weekends). 
	 Using the demand data for Welwyn Hatfield, 224 teams have been identified as playing within Welwyn Hatfield. Using the FA’s suggested ratio of 1:38, this demonstrates the need for 5.89 full sized 3G AGP’s, which it is suggested should be rounded up to 6 to allow for a comfort factor.  
	 Supply and demand data for the project identifies three existing full sized 3G AGP facilities within the Study Area that are available for community use. There is therefore currently a theoretical deficit of three full sized 3G AGP’s across the Study Area. 
	 As demonstrated in table 4.1, there is a large quantity of small-sided AGP provision in the Borough, which plays an important role in meeting local demand. Consultation with the FA has determined that small sided provision will not be taken into consideration for the analysis due to the following reasons: - the range of use that small-sided AGPs cater for such as commercial 5aside leagues and pay &play; - no guarantee that the club’s younger sections would be able to access small-sided provision at the des
	 It should be noted that this theoretical analysis only includes full sized 3G AGP’s, in line with the strategic objectives of the FA, Football Foundation and Sport England. The Strategy document of this PPS will include a scenario to test the impact of incorporating all small-sided provision within the supply and demand analysis, which will provide a clear understanding of whether the extensive small-sided provision in the study area provides enough capacity to reduce the future need for investment. 
	COMBINED SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 
	 The analysis in the previous sections has explained the theoretical supply and demand analysis for the study area, which uses an assumed level of availability and demand to calculate the required total amount of provision.  
	 To provide a more accurate picture of how AGP provision is currently being utilised, Table 4.2 shows the supply and demand analysis for all provision that is available to the community. This compares the amount of available capacity (in hours) during the peak period with the amount of demand that has been provided by clubs and users during consultation. 
	Table 4.2: Supply and demand analysis for all AGP provision (demand figures in hours and secured facilities identified in bold) 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Surface Type 
	Surface Type 

	Size (M) 
	Size (M) 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Football Match Demand 
	Football Match Demand 

	Football Training Demand 
	Football Training Demand 

	Hockey Training Demand 
	Hockey Training Demand 

	Hockey Match demand 
	Hockey Match demand 

	Rugby 
	Rugby 
	Training Demand 

	Rugby Match demand 
	Rugby Match demand 

	Lacrosse Training Demand 
	Lacrosse Training Demand 

	Lacrosse Match Demand 
	Lacrosse Match Demand 

	Total Demand 
	Total Demand 

	Total Peak-time capacity 
	Total Peak-time capacity 

	Supply and demand balance 
	Supply and demand balance 



	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

	3G 
	3G 

	35mx30m 
	35mx30m 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	4 
	4 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	8 
	8 

	36 
	36 

	28 
	28 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	13 
	13 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	13.5 
	13.5 

	288 
	288 

	274.5 
	274.5 


	TR
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx20m 
	30mx20m 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	3G 
	3G 

	60mx40m 
	60mx40m 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Sand Filled 
	Sand Filled 

	50mx35m 
	50mx35m 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	60x40 
	60x40 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	0 
	0 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	7 
	7 

	72 
	72 

	65 
	65 


	TR
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	60x40 
	60x40 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	72 
	72 

	72 
	72 


	TR
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	0 
	0 

	33 
	33 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	33 
	33 

	72 
	72 

	39 
	39 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Surface Type 
	Surface Type 

	Size (M) 
	Size (M) 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Football Match Demand 
	Football Match Demand 

	Football Training Demand 
	Football Training Demand 

	Hockey Training Demand 
	Hockey Training Demand 

	Hockey Match demand 
	Hockey Match demand 

	Rugby 
	Rugby 
	Training Demand 

	Rugby Match demand 
	Rugby Match demand 

	Lacrosse Training Demand 
	Lacrosse Training Demand 

	Lacrosse Match Demand 
	Lacrosse Match Demand 

	Total Demand 
	Total Demand 

	Total Peak-time capacity 
	Total Peak-time capacity 

	Supply and demand balance 
	Supply and demand balance 



	TBody
	TR
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

	3G 
	3G 

	35x20 
	35x20 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	3G 
	3G 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	4 
	4 

	16 
	16 

	6.5 
	6.5 

	17 
	17 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	46.5 
	46.5 

	105 
	105 

	64.5 
	64.5 


	TR
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	3G 
	3G 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	3G 
	3G 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	19 
	19 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	26 
	26 

	36 
	36 

	10 
	10 


	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	0 
	0 

	18 
	18 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	18 
	18 

	36 
	36 

	18 
	18 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	3G 
	3G 

	30mx17m 
	30mx17m 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	1 
	1 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	5 
	5 

	36 
	36 

	31 
	31 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	40x40 
	40x40 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	36 
	36 

	35 
	35 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	91x53 
	91x53 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	16 
	16 

	22 
	22 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	38 
	38 

	36 
	36 

	-2 
	-2 


	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	SPRINGMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Sand Dressed 
	Sand Dressed 

	40x20 
	40x20 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	36 
	36 

	34.5 
	34.5 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 

	3G 
	3G 

	65x45 
	65x45 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	13 
	13 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	16.5 
	16.5 

	36 
	36 

	19.5 
	19.5 


	Total – all available sites  
	Total – all available sites  
	Total – all available sites  

	50.5 
	50.5 

	137 
	137 

	6.5 
	6.5 

	17 
	17 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	214 
	214 

	894 
	894 

	689 
	689 


	Total – All secured sites  
	Total – All secured sites  
	Total – All secured sites  

	29 
	29 

	68 
	68 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	97 
	97 

	396 
	396 

	299 
	299 


	Total – 3G pitches only 
	Total – 3G pitches only 
	Total – 3G pitches only 

	32 
	32 

	90 
	90 

	6.5 
	6.5 

	17 
	17 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	147.5 
	147.5 

	679 
	679 

	538.5 
	538.5 


	Total – sand based pitches only 
	Total – sand based pitches only 
	Total – sand based pitches only 

	18.5 
	18.5 

	47 
	47 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	66.5 
	66.5 

	215 
	215 

	150.5 
	150.5 




	 Table 4.32 indicates that the majority of facilities across currently have spare capacity, however this includes all AGP facilities in the study area, some of which are sand-based and therefore not appropriate for rugby or football, while some are unsecured for community use.  
	 To evaluate only those 3G AGP sites that are secured for community use the following sites have been identified as spare capacity during the peak period: 
	• Birchwood Leisure Centre 
	• Birchwood Leisure Centre 
	• Birchwood Leisure Centre 

	• Hatfield Lawn Tennis and Bowling Club 
	• Hatfield Lawn Tennis and Bowling Club 

	• Hatfield Leisure Centre 
	• Hatfield Leisure Centre 

	• Monks Walk School 
	• Monks Walk School 

	• Roe Hill 
	• Roe Hill 

	• Welwyn Garden City FC 
	• Welwyn Garden City FC 


	 
	 Future supply and demand analysis  
	AGP FUTURE SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE 
	 To understand the projected level of demand for 3G AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield across the lifetime of the project, the same ratio of 1:38 has been used, as well as the additional 57 teams identified in the TGR and latent demand calculations, in 2032.  
	 Using these updated parameters, it is projected that two (rounded from 1.5) new full sized 3G AGP’s will be required by the end of the local plan period in Welwyn Hatfield. This is to be considered along with meeting the current deficit of three AGPs highlighted as part of the current analysis. It must be noted, however, that the role that small sided facilities play in meeting local demand must be taken into consideration due to the large quantify of these in the Borough. 
	 Table 4.3 below breaks down this future demand by sub area, which will feed into the site-specific recommendations and actions. 
	 It should be noted that the future supply and demand analysis considers only full sized 3G AGP’s.  
	Table 4.3: Future Capacity Analysis for AGP’s by sub-area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Total New Teams (Future) 
	Total New Teams (Future) 

	New AGP Provision Required 
	New AGP Provision Required 



	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	19.3 
	19.3 

	0.5 
	0.5 


	Northern Villages  
	Northern Villages  
	Northern Villages  

	0.3 
	0.3 

	0 
	0 


	Southern Villages  
	Southern Villages  
	Southern Villages  

	11 
	11 

	0.3 
	0.3 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	26.3 
	26.3 

	0.7 
	0.7 


	Welwyn Hatfield (ALL) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (ALL) 
	Welwyn Hatfield (ALL) 

	57 
	57 

	1.5 
	1.5 




	 While the above analysis provides a quantified assessment of supply and demand, it is important to consider accessibility and spatial constraints when making recommendations regarding new or increased access to AGP provision. Figure 4.1 overleaf shows the catchment area analysis for 3G AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield, which can be used to assess the accessibility of full-size 3G AGP facilities across the Study Area. 
	 Figure 4.1 shows the 20-minute (non-overlapping) catchment areas for the nine 3G AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield Study Area. This illustrates that the majority of residents in the Study Area sit within a 20-minute drive time catchment of one of the nine 3G AGP’s, with only a small area in the south-east and south-west of the Study Area sitting within the catchment area of a facility outside of the Study Area (identified by grey hashed shading). 
	 While this analysis illustrates that accessibility is good across the Study Area, it should be noted that there is a large area in the Southern Villages sub-areas that have to travel considerable distance to access artificial provision within Welwyn Hatfield.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Figure 4.1 – 3G AGP Catchment area analysis for Welwyn Hatfield 
	 
	Figure
	MEETING THE CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR 3G AGP FACILITIES ACROSS WELWYN HATFIELD 
	 To meet the shortfall for both current and future 3G AGP supply and demand, the likely solution will be a combination of new 3G AGP development, resurfacing 
	sand-based pitches and increasing the current level of usage at 3G AGP facilities across the study area. A key consideration when identifying potential development sites is meeting the current and future demands for Hockey to ensure that the current and future needs are being met, before identifying any sites for re-surfacing. 
	 A key objective for the FA is to maximise the use of 3G pitches for competitive football match play. This will increase the quality of provision, reduce the number of cancellations and help to address future demand. Affordable pricing policy that includes match-based charges in line with grass pitches should be a consideration.  
	 In addition, it is key that other sports clubs have suitable access to 3G AGP facilities, to ensure that participants can train and play on high quality facilities and to reduce the amount of match cancellations caused by waterlogging on grass pitches.  
	 When selecting the sites that are appropriate for 3G AGP development, sites should have the following characteristics; 
	• Be available for significant use by local community clubs 
	• Be available for significant use by local community clubs 
	• Be available for significant use by local community clubs 

	• Have good access and ancillary facilities to service the pitch(es) 
	• Have good access and ancillary facilities to service the pitch(es) 

	• Be financially sustainable 
	• Be financially sustainable 

	• Be able to be maximised for training and match play provision during peak time 
	• Be able to be maximised for training and match play provision during peak time 

	• Be well positioned to deliver wider football, rugby or lacrosse development programmes, including coach education and a recreational offer, using spare off-peak capacity to deliver this 
	• Be well positioned to deliver wider football, rugby or lacrosse development programmes, including coach education and a recreational offer, using spare off-peak capacity to deliver this 

	• Be able to explore shared projects across multiple sports, education usage and additional community usage, in order to ensure facilities are used throughout the peak and off-peak periods. 
	• Be able to explore shared projects across multiple sports, education usage and additional community usage, in order to ensure facilities are used throughout the peak and off-peak periods. 


	 
	 
	 AGP summary 
	 This section summarises the findings from the AGP analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 4.5 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield.  
	 
	Table 4.5 – Key PPS findings for football in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 

	Analysis 
	Analysis 



	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 

	The quality of AGP provision across the Study Area is standard and appears to have stayed at a consistent level over the past years, due to a lack of investment into increased artificial provision within Welwyn Hatfield. The level of demand has increased recently, due to the requirements of central venue leagues and the aspirations of clubs to utilise artificial rather than grass surfaces. 
	The quality of AGP provision across the Study Area is standard and appears to have stayed at a consistent level over the past years, due to a lack of investment into increased artificial provision within Welwyn Hatfield. The level of demand has increased recently, due to the requirements of central venue leagues and the aspirations of clubs to utilise artificial rather than grass surfaces. 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 

	The current supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible 3G pitch provision shows there is a deficit across the Study Area, currently equating to 3 full sized facilities. 
	The current supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible 3G pitch provision shows there is a deficit across the Study Area, currently equating to 3 full sized facilities. 
	 


	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 

	While several clubs and sites have identified issues regarding cost and availability of AGP provision, the quality of facilities and the robustness of maintenance regimes is high. There are no AGPs within Welwyn Hatfield identified as Poor during site inspections, with the lowest scoring pitches in the borough located at Birchwood Leisure Centre and Hatfield Football Academy (both scoring in the lower end of the Standard rating). 
	While several clubs and sites have identified issues regarding cost and availability of AGP provision, the quality of facilities and the robustness of maintenance regimes is high. There are no AGPs within Welwyn Hatfield identified as Poor during site inspections, with the lowest scoring pitches in the borough located at Birchwood Leisure Centre and Hatfield Football Academy (both scoring in the lower end of the Standard rating). 
	The highest scoring pitches are located at Hertfordshire Sports Village, which was also identified as an excellent quality site by its users as part of club consultations. 


	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 

	There is expected to be a need for two further full sized 3G AGPs within Welwyn Hatfield, in addition to the current deficit of three AGPs. In line with the strategic objectives of the Football Foundation, FA, Sport England and the RFU, it is expected that the demand for 3G AGP provision will increase over the period of the local plan, as there is an ambition to improve the overall playing experience of participants by moving more grass-roots participation onto artificial surfaces.  
	There is expected to be a need for two further full sized 3G AGPs within Welwyn Hatfield, in addition to the current deficit of three AGPs. In line with the strategic objectives of the Football Foundation, FA, Sport England and the RFU, it is expected that the demand for 3G AGP provision will increase over the period of the local plan, as there is an ambition to improve the overall playing experience of participants by moving more grass-roots participation onto artificial surfaces.  
	Through consultation undertaken as part of this study, the following sites have been identified as potential locations for the development 3G provision: 
	- Birchwood Leisure Centre: discussions currently taking place on the potential development of a full sized 3G AGP to replace one of the grass pitches on site 
	- Birchwood Leisure Centre: discussions currently taking place on the potential development of a full sized 3G AGP to replace one of the grass pitches on site 
	- Birchwood Leisure Centre: discussions currently taking place on the potential development of a full sized 3G AGP to replace one of the grass pitches on site 

	- Chancellor’s School: aspirations to establish AGP provision to act as a central community hub for sports in the area 
	- Chancellor’s School: aspirations to establish AGP provision to act as a central community hub for sports in the area 

	- King George V Playing Fields: installation of a full sized 3G AGP to be explored to address the high levels of demand at the site and the lack of training facilities identified by clubs in the area 
	- King George V Playing Fields: installation of a full sized 3G AGP to be explored to address the high levels of demand at the site and the lack of training facilities identified by clubs in the area 

	- Moneyhole Playing Fields: available space at the site to develop further provision and the installation of a 3G pitch is to be explored due to the high levels of demand at the site and the need for training facilities 
	- Moneyhole Playing Fields: available space at the site to develop further provision and the installation of a 3G pitch is to be explored due to the high levels of demand at the site and the need for training facilities 

	- Monks Walk School: to be considered for an additional 3G AGP due to existing provision currently reaching capacity and the growing demand from local clubs, particularly Welwyn Pegasus 
	- Monks Walk School: to be considered for an additional 3G AGP due to existing provision currently reaching capacity and the growing demand from local clubs, particularly Welwyn Pegasus 

	- Ridgeway Academy: full sized 3G pitch required due to the level of demand generated by Welwyn Garden City FC and the need for 
	- Ridgeway Academy: full sized 3G pitch required due to the level of demand generated by Welwyn Garden City FC and the need for 






	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 

	Analysis 
	Analysis 



	TBody
	TR
	training facilities in the area 
	training facilities in the area 
	training facilities in the area 
	training facilities in the area 

	- Welwyn Playing Fields: current plans for a potential small sided AGP 
	- Welwyn Playing Fields: current plans for a potential small sided AGP 


	Onslow St Audrey School: planning permission put in for a 9v9 3G AGP 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 

	The future supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch provision shows there is a significant total deficit for secured provision equivalents across all AGPs, equating to 5 full sized 3G AGPs (3 for meeting existing demand and 2 for future demand, as explained in previous sections of the report) 
	The future supply and demand analysis for secured and accessible pitch provision shows there is a significant total deficit for secured provision equivalents across all AGPs, equating to 5 full sized 3G AGPs (3 for meeting existing demand and 2 for future demand, as explained in previous sections of the report) 
	The areas of specific concern are the Welwyn Garden City and Hatfield Sub Areas, where the largest team growth has been identified.  
	 




	 
	  
	 Cricket analysis 
	 Introduction and strategic context  
	 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB), an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and summarised below.  
	CRICKET UNLEASHED (2016) 
	 The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2015. One of the core aims of the strategy is to create more players, great teams and inspired fans, guided by good governance and strong financial operations. The goal of Cricket unleashed is to make the game more accessible and inspire the next generation of players, coaches, officials and volunteers. 
	 The ECB are looking to work with local authorities to develop fit-for-purpose facility and participation plans that will engage with local residents and ensure residents are provided with the right facilities to help them play the game. 
	 It is key that this PPS recognises the opportunity made available by Cricket Unleashed and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work together and deliver against the key objectives of ‘more play’, ‘great teams’ and ‘inspired fans. It’s also vital that any facility development for cricket takes the objectives of the strategy into consideration, namely the growth of entry level cricket, women and girls’ cricket, T20 and engagement of previously hard-to-reach demographics groups. 
	INSPIRING GENERATIONS (2019 - 2024) 
	 The ECB published its new strategic plan in 2019, with the ambition being to inspire a generation to say that ‘cricket is a game for me’. 
	 The ECB wants to encourage more young people to form a lifelong relationship with cricket from an early age, to be passionate about the game throughout their lives, and to pass this passion on for generations to come. 
	 The ECB will deliver in cricket’s purpose and ambition through six priorities: 
	• GROW AND NURTURE THE CORE: Ensure that there is a thriving county network at the heart of the domestic game 
	• GROW AND NURTURE THE CORE: Ensure that there is a thriving county network at the heart of the domestic game 
	• GROW AND NURTURE THE CORE: Ensure that there is a thriving county network at the heart of the domestic game 

	• INSPIRE THROUGH ELITE TEAMS: Create and celebrate the heroes at the pinnacle of the elite game 
	• INSPIRE THROUGH ELITE TEAMS: Create and celebrate the heroes at the pinnacle of the elite game 

	• MAKE CRICKET ACCESSIBLE: Give more people the opportunity to engage with cricket more often 
	• MAKE CRICKET ACCESSIBLE: Give more people the opportunity to engage with cricket more often 

	• ENGAGE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: Inspire a new generation of players and fans to develop a love for cricket 
	• ENGAGE CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: Inspire a new generation of players and fans to develop a love for cricket 

	• TRANSFORM WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ CRICKET: Drive cricket’s progress to becoming a truly gender-neutral sport 
	• TRANSFORM WOMEN’S AND GIRLS’ CRICKET: Drive cricket’s progress to becoming a truly gender-neutral sport 

	• SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITIES: Use the purpose to connect communities and improve lives more broadly across society 
	• SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITIES: Use the purpose to connect communities and improve lives more broadly across society 


	 It is key that this PPS recognises the opportunity made available by Inspiring Generations and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work together 
	and deliver against the priorities identified above. It’s also vital that any facility development for cricket takes the objectives of the strategy into consideration, namely the growth of entry level cricket, women and girls’ cricket, T20 and engagement of previously hard-to-reach demographics groups. 
	 Development Priorities  
	ALL STARS CRICKET (2017) 
	 Launched in 2017, All Stars Cricket is an ECB initiative that provides children aged five to eight with an introduction to cricket, focusing on parental engagement in supporting the newly trained All Stars Cricket Activators, as well as having a special focus on establishing women’s softball and cricket events. 
	 It is key that this PPS recognises the opportunity made available by Cricket Unleashed and All Stars Cricket and provides a framework that allows stakeholders to work together and deliver against the key objectives of ‘more play’, ‘great teams’ and ‘inspired fans.  
	WOMEN AND GIRLS 
	 In consultation with the ECB, it has been identified that the development of female cricket is likely to have an impact on supply and demand in the area. Women’s and girls’ cricket is a national priority and there is a target to establish two girls’ and one women’s team in every local authority over the next five years. 
	 Softball cricket is an ECB initiative aimed at women and girls to increase participation in cricket as a sport. The aim of softball cricket sections are enjoyment and participation; without pads, a hardball, a heavy bat and limited rules. Sessions follow a festival format with each session running for a maximum of two and half hours, shorter than traditional formats. 
	 Current trends and participation – Cricket 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights a slight decrease in cricket participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.7% of the population (aged 16+) participated in cricket at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 301,200 people. The survey also indicates that 2.8% - or approximately 1,269,400 people – participating in the last year. 
	 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 0.6%, or approximately 291,900 people, participated in the last 28 days and 2.6%, or approximately 1,182,600 people, participated in the last year. 
	 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 4.8% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in cricket at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community cricket clubs. 
	 
	  
	CLUB CONSULTATION 
	 As part of the PPS process we gathered data from clubs regarding any issues that they had at present along with what they believe to be the key issues within Welwyn Hatfield, in terms of cricket provision. Consultation was undertaken with 100% (5 out of 5) of cricket clubs in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 General issues across the Study Area were identified as; 
	• Pitch quality is generally adequate, however a need for increased maintenance was identified by local clubs. 
	• Pitch quality is generally adequate, however a need for increased maintenance was identified by local clubs. 
	• Pitch quality is generally adequate, however a need for increased maintenance was identified by local clubs. 

	• There is a need for improved/additional non-turf practice nets and further equipment. 
	• There is a need for improved/additional non-turf practice nets and further equipment. 

	• Major development plans for the ancillary facility at Welwyn Garden City CC to make it suitable for female and disabled cricketers. Consultation revealed that the scale of this work would be significant in order to meet ECB regulations. 
	• Major development plans for the ancillary facility at Welwyn Garden City CC to make it suitable for female and disabled cricketers. Consultation revealed that the scale of this work would be significant in order to meet ECB regulations. 


	 
	 Club and site-specific facility issues and priorities will be identified in the following sections. 
	 Supply 
	 Table 5.1 below presents a summary of the total number of cricket pitches and wickets in each of the four sub-areas, as well as Welwyn Hatfield as a whole. Welwyn Hatfield borough has a total of 15 cricket pitches and 124 grass wickets. Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis presents a detailed audit of all pitches across the Study Area including carrying capacity, supply and demand and quality. Figure 5.1 overleaf also shows the supply of cricket wickets across the Study Area, colour coded by type. 
	Table 5.1 – Supply of cricket pitches in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Local Authority sub-area 
	Local Authority sub-area 
	Local Authority sub-area 
	Local Authority sub-area 
	Local Authority sub-area 

	Number of Pitches 
	Number of Pitches 

	Grass wickets 
	Grass wickets 

	Artificial wickets 
	Artificial wickets 



	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	10 
	10 

	1 
	1 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	6 
	6 

	52 
	52 

	1 
	1 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	6 
	6 

	52 
	52 

	1 
	1 


	All 
	All 
	All 

	15 
	15 

	124 
	124 

	3 
	3 




	 Figure 5.1 illustrates that there is a concentration of supply in Southern Villages and Welwyn Garden City sub areas. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Figure 5.1 – Cricket supply in Welwyn Hatfield 
	 
	Figure
	TENURE AND MANAGEMENT 
	 Table 45.2 illustrates that while the ownership of cricket sites is varied across the Study Area, the highest proportion of sites is owned by the Local Authority (31%), followed by Education and Charity/Trust sites (25% each). 
	 In addition, Table 5.2 illustrates that the management of cricket facilities is dominated by clubs (37.5%). This identifies a high level of autonomy and low reliance on the council for cricket facility maintenance and management.  
	 
	Table 5.2 – Cricket site ownership and management in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 
	Type of ownership 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 


	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 


	Education 
	Education 
	Education 

	4 
	4 

	4 
	4 


	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	5 
	5 

	2 
	2 


	Private 
	Private 
	Private 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 


	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	0 
	0 

	6 
	6 




	 Table 5.4 overleaf provides a breakdown of the cricket sites in Welwyn Hatfield, the majority of which have secured community use. 
	 Further detail is provided in the Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. 
	QUALITY ASSESMENT 
	 Each site was visited and assessed by the 4global research team (in September 2017) using a non-technical assessment framework provided by the ECB. The assessment considers the quality of playing surface, the quality of changing rooms and the score of the maintenance regime when compared to ECB recommendations. In addition to the site visits, the club consultation was used to validate the quality ratings. Each site is rated as GOOD (≥80%), STANDARD (between 50% and 80%) or POOR (<50%). 
	 Table 5.3 summarizes the quality assessment results. Full details of the subsequent carrying capacity allocations of each site by pitch type can be found in Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. Given the ratings, the overall standard of pitches across Welwyn Hatfield is 82% (Good), with all factors within this falling within the standard score. 
	Table 5.3 – Summary of cricket pitch scoring in Welwyn Hatfield by sub-area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Outfield 
	Outfield 

	Artificial Wickets 
	Artificial Wickets 

	Grass Wickets 
	Grass Wickets 

	Changing /Pavilion 
	Changing /Pavilion 

	Non-Turf Practice 
	Non-Turf Practice 

	Overall Score 
	Overall Score 



	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	87% 
	87% 

	- 
	- 

	83% 
	83% 

	64% 
	64% 

	25% 
	25% 

	57% 
	57% 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	83% 
	83% 

	71% 
	71% 

	100% 
	100% 

	60% 
	60% 

	- 
	- 

	77% 
	77% 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	88% 
	88% 

	69% 
	69% 

	100% 
	100% 

	96% 
	96% 

	92% 
	92% 

	89% 
	89% 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	79% 
	79% 

	37% 
	37% 

	100% 
	100% 

	90% 
	90% 

	75% 
	75% 

	81% 
	81% 


	Average Score 
	Average Score 
	Average Score 

	84% 
	84% 

	63% 
	63% 

	98% 
	98% 

	87% 
	87% 

	64% 
	64% 

	82% 
	82% 




	 Table 5.3 illustrates that the Southern Villages is the stand out area in Welwyn Hatfield, with regard to high quality of provision, scoring 89% average score.  
	 In contrast, cricket provision in the Hatfield sub-area scored lower for site quality, with changing pavilions and practice nets being identified as a particular issue. It should be noted, however, that these ratings are for Roe Hill, the only one cricket site within this sub-area. 
	 
	Table 5.4 – Cricket site breakdown in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Playing Pitch Sites 
	Playing Pitch Sites 
	Playing Pitch Sites 
	Playing Pitch Sites 
	Playing Pitch Sites 

	Sub-area 
	Sub-area 

	Community Use on Site 
	Community Use on Site 

	Secured Community Use 
	Secured Community Use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Senior Wickets (grass) 
	Senior Wickets (grass) 

	Wickets (Artificial) 
	Wickets (Artificial) 

	Quality of provision 
	Quality of provision 


	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	67.69%- Standard 
	67.69%- Standard 


	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	1 
	1 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	85.83% - Good 
	85.83% - Good 


	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	92.94% - Good 
	92.94% - Good 


	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	2 
	2 

	22 
	22 

	0 
	0 

	88.24% - Good 
	88.24% - Good 


	TR
	88.24% - Good 
	88.24% - Good 


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	1 
	1 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	66.67% - Standard 
	66.67% - Standard 


	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	95.83% - Good 
	95.83% - Good 


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	2 
	2 

	28 
	28 

	0 
	0 

	95.29% - Good 
	95.29% - Good 


	TR
	95.29% - Good 
	95.29% - Good 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	56.55% - Poor 
	56.55% - Poor 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	6 
	6 

	0 
	0 

	97.65% - Good 
	97.65% - Good 


	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	75.38% - Standard 
	75.38% - Standard 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	46.15% - Poor 
	46.15% - Poor 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	1 
	1 

	12 
	12 

	0 
	0 

	88.28% - Good 
	88.28% - Good 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	80.00% - Good 
	80.00% - Good 




	 Current demand 
	CLUB AND TEAM PROFILE  
	 To understand how cricket is played across Welwyn Hatfield and the trends for demand across the game, this section assesses consultation responses from all clubs in the Study Area that responded to requests to take part in the study. 5 clubs were consulted with (100% of clubs in the area). 
	 Through the demand consultations with clubs, 5 clubs have been identified as playing in Welwyn Hatfield. This totals to 44 teams, with the majority of teams being in the junior ages. 
	Table 5.5 – Cricket club profiles for Welwyn Hatfield clubs.  
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Sub-area (home ground location) 
	Sub-area (home ground location) 

	No. of competitive teams 
	No. of competitive teams 

	Total 
	Total 



	TBody
	TR
	Senior men 
	Senior men 

	Snr women 
	Snr women 

	Jnr 
	Jnr 


	Essendon CC 
	Essendon CC 
	Essendon CC 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 


	Hatfield & Crusaders CC 
	Hatfield & Crusaders CC 
	Hatfield & Crusaders CC 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	5 
	5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	5 
	5 


	Hatfield Hyde CC 
	Hatfield Hyde CC 
	Hatfield Hyde CC 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 

	6 
	6 

	9 
	9 


	North Mymms CC 
	North Mymms CC 
	North Mymms CC 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	7 
	7 


	Welwyn Garden City CC 
	Welwyn Garden City CC 
	Welwyn Garden City CC 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	5 
	5 

	0 
	0 

	16 
	16 

	21 
	21 


	Total  
	Total  
	Total  

	18 
	18 

	0 
	0 

	26 
	26 

	44 
	44 




	 To illustrate how the demand for cricket is spread geographically, Table 5.6 indicates how the teams are split by sub-area.  
	Table 5.6 – Cricket demand by sub-area 
	Sub-area (home ground location) 
	Sub-area (home ground location) 
	Sub-area (home ground location) 
	Sub-area (home ground location) 
	Sub-area (home ground location) 

	No. of competitive teams 
	No. of competitive teams 

	Total 
	Total 



	TBody
	TR
	Senior men 
	Senior men 

	Senior women 
	Senior women 

	Juniors 
	Juniors 


	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	5 
	5 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	9 
	9 


	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	13 
	13 

	0 
	0 

	22 
	22 

	35 
	35 




	 Table 5.6 shows that the majority of cricket is played in the Welwyn Garden City Sub Area, with no demand present in the entire Hatfield and Northern Villages sub areas.   
	 To further understand the demand for cricket in Welwyn Hatfield, detailed consultations have been undertaken with all five clubs within the area. The detailed account of these consultations is provided in Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis, with key strategic priorities referenced in the site-by-site assessment later in this section. 
	CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR INDOOR CRICKET 
	 Consultations undertaken as part of the PPS project have identified that a key priority for clubs and the ECB is the continuation of indoor cricket in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 There are indoor cricket facilities available at the Hertfordshire Sports Village, the cricket hall is built to ECB standards and provides cricket lane nets that are suitable for year-round practice. Stanborough School also provides indoor facilities (a sports hall with nets), however these are not cricket-specific. 
	 Consultation with the ECB revealed that there are no indoor cricket competitions in the area, however the facilities at Hertfordshire Sports Village are at capacity during peak times of demand and there may be a need for additional cricket-specific facilities in order to accommodate any growth in demand in the Welwyn Hatfield area. 
	 Future demand 
	DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 
	 In order to understand the future demand for cricket in the Study Area, a Team Generation Rate (definition provided in glossary) has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause enough demand for a cricket team.  
	 This TGR can now be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams in each of the key age groups.  
	 Table 5.7 and 5.8 overleaf illustrates that the greatest projected growth in cricket demand is projected to be junior boys, followed by men’s (open age) cricket. As limited formal demand was recorded for female cricket across the Study Area, the TGR calculation is unable to project the likely growth in demand for these age groups. 
	 Following consultation with the ECB, and in line with the NGB’s national strategy, this does not represent a realistic future picture of female cricket. The ECB and County Cricket Boards are making a conscious effort to increase female participation across the country, especially following England’s 2017 Women’s Cricket World Cup win.  
	 As a result, 3 new female teams have been added to the ‘projected increase column’ and subsequent table, which aligns with the ECB overall strategic objective of having two new junior female teams and one new adult female team per local authority. It should be noted that this does not allow for the latent demand that has been captured in the following section. 
	Table 5.7: Impact of population projections on the need for cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield (Team Generation Rates) 
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 

	No. of teams in age group within the area 
	No. of teams in age group within the area 

	Current popn in age group within the area 
	Current popn in age group within the area 

	Future popn. in age group within the area 
	Future popn. in age group within the area 

	Current TGR 
	Current TGR 

	Popn Change in Age Group 
	Popn Change in Age Group 

	Change in Team Numbers in Age Group 
	Change in Team Numbers in Age Group 



	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 

	18 
	18 

	32872 
	32872 

	36223 
	36223 

	1826 
	1826 

	3351 
	3351 

	1.8 
	1.8 


	Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 

	0 
	0 

	33077 
	33077 

	34814 
	34814 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	1736 
	1736 

	1 
	1 


	Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 

	16 
	16 

	8225 
	8225 

	10254 
	10254 

	514 
	514 

	2028 
	2028 

	3.9 
	3.9 


	Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 

	0 
	0 

	8021 
	8021 

	9790 
	9790 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	1769 
	1769 

	2 
	2 




	 Utilising the current demand for cricket in each of the sub areas and how each of the sub-areas is projected to grow over the lifetime of the local plan period (2032), an estimation of how the growth of demand is likely to be allocated across the six sub areas is summarised in the table below.  
	Table 5.8 – Projected increase in cricket demand in Welwyn Hatfield by Sub-area 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Total 
	Total 



	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Mens (18-55yrs) 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0.8 
	0.8 

	1 
	1 

	1.8 
	1.8 


	Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 
	Cricket Open Age Women’s (18-55yrs) 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 


	Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Boys (7-18yrs) 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	2.9 
	2.9 

	3.9 
	3.9 


	Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 
	Cricket Junior Girls (7-18yrs) 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 




	DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 
	 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent demand into actual demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing cricket. The table below identifies all clubs, grouped by sub-area, that identified latent demand (not currently active), which they are aiming to convert into affiliated cricket demand within the next 3 - 5 years. This provides an estimation of the number of new teams that will 
	 Table 5.9 illustrates the significant projected growth that clubs are expecting over the next 3 – 5 years.  
	Table 5.9: Latent demand for cricket by sub-area 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Senior Cricket 
	Senior Cricket 

	Junior Cricket 
	Junior Cricket 



	TBody
	TR
	Men 
	Men 

	Women 
	Women 

	Boys 
	Boys 

	Girls 
	Girls 


	Hatfield & Crusaders 
	Hatfield & Crusaders 
	Hatfield & Crusaders 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 


	Hatfield Hyde CC 
	Hatfield Hyde CC 
	Hatfield Hyde CC 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Welwyn Garden City CC 
	Welwyn Garden City CC 
	Welwyn Garden City CC 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 




	 It is important to note that this projected growth should be treated with an element of caution, as the source of information is club consultations. In some instances, clubs may not have considered the governance and infrastructure requirements, associated with ongoing club growth. As a result, there may be instances where actual growth does not meet the projections identified during consultation. 
	CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMAND FOR INDOOR CRICKET 
	 Consultations undertaken as part of the PPS project have identified that one of the key priorities for clubs and the ECB is the continuation of indoor cricket in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 While indoor facilities do not sit within the scope of this PPS, it is important that development priorities are referenced, as they have an impact on the wider game of cricket, including the level of participation from adults and juniors.  
	 Club feedback has indicated that there is some indoor cricket provision at schools in Welwyn Hatfield, however it was stated that University facilities are unaffordable for clubs. It was also highlighted that although the quality of indoor facilities is adequate, there is room for improvement – particularly in the flooring, as if this is not amenable for cricket, clubs will not use them.  
	 Supply and demand balance 
	 This section presents the supply and demand balance findings for cricket provision (both for current and future analysis) for the study, split by sub-area. 
	 The pitch balance figures i.e. the relationship between supply and demand, have been calculated using the capacity and pitch quality ratings, with further detail provided in Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis.  
	 Table 5.10 provides a supply and demand analysis for all cricket sites across the study area. To provide a greater understanding of how this spare capacity or deficit is dispersed around the study area, tables 5.11 to 5.15 show the total capacity analysis for cricket in each of the four sub-areas. For each table, future demand analysis has been carried out, to show the impact of pitch ownership and security across the sub-area.  
	 Overall, in terms of Welwyn Hatfield as a Study Area, there is currently a spare capacity of 187 matches per season, when all available and secured sites are taken into consideration.  
	SPARE CAPACITY AND OVERPLAY 
	 Overplay occurs when a cricket square is played on a greater amount than is recommended by the pitch’s carrying capacity. If a square has 8 individual wickets, then this provides an overall carrying capacity of 40 matches per season for that square. If, however, demand consultation indicates that there are 50 matches being played on that square over the course of a season, then that square (pitch) can be said to be overplayed. 
	 There are a number of reasons for a pitch being overplayed, such as lack of alternative provision, poor site management, or a discrepancy in pitch rates, making some more affordable than others.  
	 Spare capacity is the opposite of overplay and occurs when demand at a site is less than the theoretical carrying capacity over a season.  
	 It is important that any overplay of pitches is considered as part of the overall supply and demand analysis, therefore Table 5.10 below identifies overplay or spare capacity at all sites. 
	 
	Table 5.10 – Site balance analysis for cricket in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	No of Cricket Squares 
	No of Cricket Squares 

	No of wickets 
	No of wickets 

	No of Non-Turf wickets 
	No of Non-Turf wickets 

	Games Per Season 
	Games Per Season 

	Capacity NTP 
	Capacity NTP 

	Overplay or spare capacity (match equivalents)  
	Overplay or spare capacity (match equivalents)  



	TBody
	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior 
	Junior 

	Capacity Grass 
	Capacity Grass 


	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 

	1 
	1 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	40 
	40 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 


	HATFIELD  AND CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD  AND CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD  AND CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 

	1 
	1 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 

	2 
	2 

	12 
	12 

	0 
	0 

	25 
	25 

	53 
	53 

	110 
	110 

	0 
	0 

	32 
	32 


	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 

	20 
	20 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	5 
	5 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	60 
	60 

	45 
	45 


	WEWLWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WEWLWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WEWLWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 

	1 
	1 

	12 
	12 

	0 
	0 

	40 
	40 

	30 
	30 

	60 
	60 

	0 
	0 

	-10 
	-10 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	1 
	1 

	10 
	10 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	30 
	30 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	WEWLWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WEWLWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WEWLWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 

	1 
	1 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	40 
	40 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 




	 Table 5.10 shows the sites across the Study Area where overplay has been found. This is a particular issue for Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club, which is currently suffering from 10 match equivalents of overplay. Hatfield and Crusaders Cricket Club, North Mymms Cricket Club and Welwyn Playing Fields are currently operating at capacity and are at risk of incurring in overplay in the near future. 
	 This level of overplay typically leads to clubs either using facilities more intensively than is sustainable or using unsecured nearby facilities for short term usage on an ad hoc basis, to ensure that facilities can be run efficiently and effectively. It is therefore important that future facility planning allows clubs to utilise an adequate quantity of provision to ensure that existing facilities are not subject to overplay.  
	 
	TOTAL STUDY AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
	 Table 5.11 provides the supply and demand analysis for all cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield. The analysis includes 6 separate analysis, which are repeated for each of the sub-areas in the following sections. These analyses include different levels of supply and demand, to test the impact of potential changes over the lifetime of the local plan period (2032). For example, analyses 1 and 4 only take into consideration sites that are secured for community use in 2017 and 2032 respectively. 
	 For each of the supply and demand assessments, the key findings from the analysis are included as bullet points below the tables. 
	 It should be noted that for the future analysis, ECB guidance suggests that adult teams will play 10 home matches per season and junior teams 8 home matches per season. These figures have therefore been utilised to calculate the future demand for pitch provision. 
	 Please note that inclusion of a non-turf wicket for the management of fixtures would alleviate overplay issues, however this would be subject to league rules and minimum pitch specifications (the minimum overall ground size is 115m (width) which can accommodate a nine-strip square. Where possible the addition of a non-turf wicket could be considered for junior cricket (up to U15s) and potentially lower league cricket which will take the burden off remaining wickets due to intensification of use. This optio
	  
	Table 5.11: Overall cricket supply and demand for Welwyn Hatfield 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Capacity – grass wickets 
	Capacity – grass wickets 

	Capacity – non-turf wickets  
	Capacity – non-turf wickets  

	Community use demand (matches + training) 
	Community use demand (matches + training) 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Commentary (all figures quoted per season) 
	Commentary (all figures quoted per season) 



	TBody
	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior 
	Junior 

	Total 
	Total 


	Current Analysis (2018) 
	Current Analysis (2018) 
	Current Analysis (2018) 


	1. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All available sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all cricket sites that are confirmed as being available for community use (5 matches per grass wicket per season) 
	Includes all cricket sites that are confirmed as being available for community use (5 matches per grass wicket per season) 

	590 
	590 

	180 
	180 

	210 
	210 

	143 
	143 

	237 
	237 

	237 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wickets 
	237 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wickets 


	2. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All secured sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all cricket sites that are available and secured for community use using 5 matches per grass wicket per season 
	Includes all cricket sites that are available and secured for community use using 5 matches per grass wicket per season 

	590 
	590 

	0 
	0 

	210 
	210 

	143 
	143 

	237 
	237 

	237 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wickets 
	237 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wickets 


	3. All secured site; grass and non-turf wickets 
	3. All secured site; grass and non-turf wickets 
	3. All secured site; grass and non-turf wickets 

	As above, but including non-turf wickets, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season 
	As above, but including non-turf wickets, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season 

	590 
	590 

	0 
	0 

	125 
	125 

	143 
	143 

	237 
	237 

	237 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wickets 
	237 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wickets 


	Future Analysis (2033) 
	Future Analysis (2033) 
	Future Analysis (2033) 


	4. All available sites; grass wickets- FUTURE  
	4. All available sites; grass wickets- FUTURE  
	4. All available sites; grass wickets- FUTURE  

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand as per TGR and latent demand analysis 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand as per TGR and latent demand analysis 

	590 
	590 

	180 
	180 

	250 
	250 

	207 
	207 

	133 
	133 

	133 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wicket facilities 
	133 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wicket facilities 


	5. All secured sites; grass wickets - FUTURE 
	5. All secured sites; grass wickets - FUTURE 
	5. All secured sites; grass wickets - FUTURE 

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand as per TGR and latent demand analysis 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand as per TGR and latent demand analysis 

	590 
	590 

	0 
	0 

	250 
	250 

	207 
	207 

	133 
	133 

	133 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wicket facilities 
	133 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wicket facilities 


	6. All secured sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE  
	6. All secured sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE  
	6. All secured sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE  

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand as per TGR and latent demand analysis 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand as per TGR and latent demand analysis 

	590 
	590 

	0 
	0 

	250 
	250 

	207 
	207 

	133 
	133 

	133 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wicket facilities 
	133 match equivalents of spare capacity for grass wicket facilities 




	 
	• All available grass pitch provision across Welwyn Hatfield is secured for community use, therefore analysis 1 and 2 show a significant spare capacity of 237 matches per season for grass cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield 
	• All available grass pitch provision across Welwyn Hatfield is secured for community use, therefore analysis 1 and 2 show a significant spare capacity of 237 matches per season for grass cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield 
	• All available grass pitch provision across Welwyn Hatfield is secured for community use, therefore analysis 1 and 2 show a significant spare capacity of 237 matches per season for grass cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield 

	• Incorporating non-turf pitch provision into the current supply and demand analysis does not generate additional spare capacity, given the lack of non-turf pitch provision at sites that have secured community use.   
	• Incorporating non-turf pitch provision into the current supply and demand analysis does not generate additional spare capacity, given the lack of non-turf pitch provision at sites that have secured community use.   

	• The future projections (incorporating projected future demand and assuming supply stays consistent) for all three analysis show a slightly higher level of demand (40 additional adult matches and 65 additional junior matches per season) across the study area, however there is still a significant amount of spare capacity across Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• The future projections (incorporating projected future demand and assuming supply stays consistent) for all three analysis show a slightly higher level of demand (40 additional adult matches and 65 additional junior matches per season) across the study area, however there is still a significant amount of spare capacity across Welwyn Hatfield. 


	 
	 
	HATFIELD SUB-AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 
	Table 5.12: Cricket supply and demand for Hatfield Sub-Area 
	Hatfield - all figures in match per season 
	Hatfield - all figures in match per season 
	Hatfield - all figures in match per season 
	Hatfield - all figures in match per season 
	Hatfield - all figures in match per season 



	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Capacity – grass pitches 
	Capacity – grass pitches 

	Capacity – non-turf pitches 
	Capacity – non-turf pitches 

	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Supply & demand balance 
	Supply & demand balance 


	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior 
	Junior 

	Total 
	Total 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 
	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 


	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 
	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 


	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 

	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 
	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 


	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 


	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 


	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 


	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	0 
	0 

	30 
	30 




	• Roe Hill is the only cricket site within the Hatfield sub-area and it has been identified as secured for long-term community use, therefore both analysis 1 and 2 show spare capacity of 30 matches per season.  
	• Roe Hill is the only cricket site within the Hatfield sub-area and it has been identified as secured for long-term community use, therefore both analysis 1 and 2 show spare capacity of 30 matches per season.  
	• Roe Hill is the only cricket site within the Hatfield sub-area and it has been identified as secured for long-term community use, therefore both analysis 1 and 2 show spare capacity of 30 matches per season.  

	• There is also no non-turf pitch provision located in the sub-area, therefore analysis 3 does not show any improvement in the supply and demand analysis 
	• There is also no non-turf pitch provision located in the sub-area, therefore analysis 3 does not show any improvement in the supply and demand analysis 

	• No changes in demand are forecasted through population change in the area, and as a consequence the supply and demand analysis is likely to remain consistent by the end of the strategy.  
	• No changes in demand are forecasted through population change in the area, and as a consequence the supply and demand analysis is likely to remain consistent by the end of the strategy.  


	  
	NORTHERN VILLAGES SUB-AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 
	Table 5.13: Cricket supply and demand for Northern Villages sub-area 
	Northern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Northern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Northern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Northern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Northern Villages - all figures in match per season 



	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Capacity – grass pitches 
	Capacity – grass pitches 

	Capacity – non-turf pitches 
	Capacity – non-turf pitches 

	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Supply & demand balance 
	Supply & demand balance 


	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior 
	Junior 

	Total 
	Total 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 
	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	30 
	30 

	0 
	0 


	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 
	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	30 
	30 

	0 
	0 


	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 

	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 
	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	30 
	30 

	0 
	0 


	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 


	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	30 
	30 

	0 
	0 


	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 

	50 
	50 

	- 
	- 

	20 
	20 

	30 
	30 

	0 
	0 


	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 

	50 
	50 

	0 
	0 

	20 
	20 

	30 
	30 

	0 
	0 




	• There is only one cricket site in the Northern Villages sub-area (Welwyn Playing Fields), which is available to the community, secured for long term use and only has grass cricket provision. The site is currently operating at capacity and all current analysis reflect this. 
	• There is only one cricket site in the Northern Villages sub-area (Welwyn Playing Fields), which is available to the community, secured for long term use and only has grass cricket provision. The site is currently operating at capacity and all current analysis reflect this. 
	• There is only one cricket site in the Northern Villages sub-area (Welwyn Playing Fields), which is available to the community, secured for long term use and only has grass cricket provision. The site is currently operating at capacity and all current analysis reflect this. 

	• As no additional demand is expected in this sub-area by 2032, future analysis replicates the same scenario.  
	• As no additional demand is expected in this sub-area by 2032, future analysis replicates the same scenario.  

	• In order to allow local clubs to grow further, the possibility of displacing some junior demand to the artificial pitch at Sherrardswood School – currently unavailable for community use – could be explored. 
	• In order to allow local clubs to grow further, the possibility of displacing some junior demand to the artificial pitch at Sherrardswood School – currently unavailable for community use – could be explored. 


	  
	SOUTHERN VILLAGES SUB-ARAE SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 
	Table 5.14: Cricket supply and demand for Southern Villages sub-area 
	Southern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Southern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Southern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Southern Villages - all figures in match per season 
	Southern Villages - all figures in match per season 



	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Capacity – grass pitches 
	Capacity – grass pitches 

	Capacity – non-turf pitches 
	Capacity – non-turf pitches 

	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Supply & demand balance 
	Supply & demand balance 


	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior 
	Junior 

	Total 
	Total 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 
	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 

	230 
	230 

	- 
	- 

	50 
	50 

	20 
	20 

	160 
	160 


	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 
	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 

	230 
	230 

	- 
	- 

	50 
	50 

	20 
	20 

	160 
	160 


	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 

	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 
	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

	230 
	230 

	60 
	60 

	50 
	50 

	20 
	20 

	220 
	220 


	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 


	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 

	230 
	230 

	- 
	- 

	65 
	65 

	36 
	36 

	129 
	129 


	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 

	230 
	230 

	- 
	- 

	65 
	65 

	36 
	36 

	129 
	129 


	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 

	230 
	230 

	60 
	60 

	65 
	65 

	36 
	36 

	189 
	189 




	• There is a large amount of spare capacity (160 matches per season) for secured grass provision within the Southern Villages sub-area. This is due to all sites that are available to the community within this sub being secured for long term use, as well as the high amount of provision.  
	• There is a large amount of spare capacity (160 matches per season) for secured grass provision within the Southern Villages sub-area. This is due to all sites that are available to the community within this sub being secured for long term use, as well as the high amount of provision.  
	• There is a large amount of spare capacity (160 matches per season) for secured grass provision within the Southern Villages sub-area. This is due to all sites that are available to the community within this sub being secured for long term use, as well as the high amount of provision.  

	• When including the artificial provision at Chancellor’s school into the analysis, the spare capacity across the sub-area is increased to 220 matches per season.  
	• When including the artificial provision at Chancellor’s school into the analysis, the spare capacity across the sub-area is increased to 220 matches per season.  

	• The future projections illustrate the level of capacity (assuming that supply stays consistent) is more than sufficient to accommodate the additional demand forecasted for adult and junior cricket in the Southern Villages sub-area.   
	• The future projections illustrate the level of capacity (assuming that supply stays consistent) is more than sufficient to accommodate the additional demand forecasted for adult and junior cricket in the Southern Villages sub-area.   


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY SUB-AREA SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 
	Table 5.15: Cricket supply and demand for Welwyn Garden City sub-area 
	Welwyn Garden City - all figures in match per season 
	Welwyn Garden City - all figures in match per season 
	Welwyn Garden City - all figures in match per season 
	Welwyn Garden City - all figures in match per season 
	Welwyn Garden City - all figures in match per season 



	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Capacity – grass pitches 
	Capacity – grass pitches 

	Capacity – non-turf pitches 
	Capacity – non-turf pitches 

	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Supply & demand balance 
	Supply & demand balance 


	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior 
	Junior 

	Total 
	Total 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 
	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 

	260 
	260 

	- 
	- 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	47 
	47 


	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 
	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 

	260 
	260 

	 
	 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	47 
	47 


	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 

	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 
	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

	260 
	260 

	120 
	120 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	167 
	167 


	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 


	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 

	260 
	260 

	- 
	- 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	-26 
	-26 


	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 

	260 
	260 

	- 
	- 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	-26 
	-26 


	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 

	260 
	260 

	120 
	120 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	94 
	94 




	• Welwyn Garden City sub-area concentrates the highest amount of supply and demand across Welwyn Hatfield. All sites that are available for community use within this sub-area are secured for long term use. 
	• Welwyn Garden City sub-area concentrates the highest amount of supply and demand across Welwyn Hatfield. All sites that are available for community use within this sub-area are secured for long term use. 
	• Welwyn Garden City sub-area concentrates the highest amount of supply and demand across Welwyn Hatfield. All sites that are available for community use within this sub-area are secured for long term use. 

	• Current analysis show that there is sufficient capacity within the sub-area to meet the existing level of demand. The spare capacity of 47 matches per season of for grass wickets is further improved to 167 when including artificial provision in the analysis. 
	• Current analysis show that there is sufficient capacity within the sub-area to meet the existing level of demand. The spare capacity of 47 matches per season of for grass wickets is further improved to 167 when including artificial provision in the analysis. 

	• The future projections (incorporating projected future demand and assuming supply stays consistent) show that Welwyn Garden City sub-area is likely to be operating over capacity for grass wickets by 2032. Including artificial provision to accommodate junior demand, would allow for an additional capacity of 94 matches per season.  
	• The future projections (incorporating projected future demand and assuming supply stays consistent) show that Welwyn Garden City sub-area is likely to be operating over capacity for grass wickets by 2032. Including artificial provision to accommodate junior demand, would allow for an additional capacity of 94 matches per season.  


	PEAK TIME SUPPLY AND DEMAND ANALYSIS 
	 In line with the 2013 Sport England PPS guidance, this study has considered the total supply and demand for facilities, measured in match equivalent sessions per season for cricket.  
	 While this is a valuable measure of whether or not pitches are at capacity, underplayed or overplayed, the patterns of demand should also be considered when assessing whether there are sufficient facilities across Welwyn Hatfield.    
	 With this in mind, this section undertakes a peak time capacity analysis, to assess whether there are sufficient facilities during the periods that the greatest proportion of the population like to play cricket.  
	 This will indicate whether there are enough pitches to satisfy the demand where a large amount of cricket is played at the same time (e.g. are there enough grass cricket squares so that all adult teams can to play on Saturday afternoons?) 
	 The following assumptions on peak times have been developed, based on standard practice for competitive grass roots cricket 
	• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 
	• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 
	• Adult peak demand is assumed to be Saturday PM 

	• Youth cricket peak demand is split between Saturday and Sunday AM 
	• Youth cricket peak demand is split between Saturday and Sunday AM 


	 A full methodology for calculating peak time capacity can be found in Technical Appendix B – Cricket Analysis. 
	 Table 5.18 provides an analysis of all sites across Welwyn Hatfield where formal cricket demand has been identified. For all relevant sites, it has been identified whether there is spare capacity during the peak period (highlighted by ‘Spare Capacity at peak times’).  It should be noted that where sites are at an overall deficit of capacity (highlighted by ‘There is no spare capacity in the peak period’ red), it is assumed that there is not spare capacity during the peak period. It has also been assumed th
	 Table 5.18 illustrates that there is some spare capacity for available cricket sites in the peak period. This will be considered alongside the total supply and demand analysis when providing recommendations on future cricket facility provision across Welwyn Hatfield 
	Table 5.18: Adult Peak time supply and demand analysis – Cricket grass squares 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Sub-area 
	Sub-area 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Demand (teams) 
	Demand (teams) 

	Peak time demand (ME’s) 
	Peak time demand (ME’s) 

	Peak time capacity 
	Peak time capacity 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Commentary 
	Commentary 



	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	5 
	5 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	1 
	1 

	-1.5 
	-1.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	2 
	2 

	4 
	4 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	3 
	3 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1 
	1 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 

	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	Not available/No spare capacity 
	Not available/No spare capacity 


	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	Not available/No spare capacity 
	Not available/No spare capacity 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	4 
	4 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	-1 
	-1 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 




	Table 5.19: Junior Peak time supply and demand analysis – Cricket grass squares 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Sub-area 
	Sub-area 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Demand (teams) 
	Demand (teams) 

	Peak time demand (ME’s) 
	Peak time demand (ME’s) 

	Peak time capacity 
	Peak time capacity 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Commentary 
	Commentary 



	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	2 
	2 

	8 
	8 

	4 
	4 

	2 
	2 

	-2 
	-2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	4 
	4 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 

	-1 
	-1 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 

	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	Not available/No spare capacity 
	Not available/No spare capacity 


	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	Not available/No spare capacity 
	Not available/No spare capacity 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 

	1 
	1 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	1 
	1 

	6 
	6 

	3 
	3 

	1 
	1 

	-2 
	-2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	Northern villages 
	Northern villages 

	1 
	1 

	6 
	6 

	3 
	3 

	1 
	1 

	-2 
	-2 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 




	 Site by site summary – sites for protection, enhancement and provision 
	 To ensure that the PPS meets the requirements of the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan and can be seen as a robust evidence base, the site-by-site assessment below includes all cricket site that have been included within the study. The site-by-site assessment provides a justification of how each of these sites should be protected, enhanced or further provided for, in line with the 2012 National Planning Policy Framework paragraph 73 and 743. Additionally, this table serves to summarise the key parts of the PPS as
	3 Further information on NPPF provided in Section 2 – Strategic Context 
	3 Further information on NPPF provided in Section 2 – Strategic Context 

	Table 5.20: Site by site summary for cricket provision in Welwyn Hatfield 
	 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of use 
	Security of use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 
	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 

	Peak period capacity 
	Peak period capacity 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	No grass provision on site 
	No grass provision on site 

	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The square is on an education site and is of a standard quality. The school have priority on usage during school hours however the site is available for community use out of hours. 
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The square is on an education site and is of a standard quality. The school have priority on usage during school hours however the site is available for community use out of hours. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 


	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets  20 match spare capacity per season 
	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets  20 match spare capacity per season 

	Adult: no spare capacity 
	Adult: no spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The square is of a good standard and is the home ground of Essendon CC, which currently has 2 senior teams 
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The square is of a good standard and is the home ground of Essendon CC, which currently has 2 senior teams 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The square and grass wickets are in good condition and well maintained, however there is some evidence of informal use and dog fouling/rubbish. Additional waste bins and improved signage are recommended. 
	The square and grass wickets are in good condition and well maintained, however there is some evidence of informal use and dog fouling/rubbish. Additional waste bins and improved signage are recommended. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There is a disused net facility to the North of the site and it is recommended to reinstate this facility to address the lack of suitable training facilities raised by local clubs in consultation. 
	There is a disused net facility to the North of the site and it is recommended to reinstate this facility to address the lack of suitable training facilities raised by local clubs in consultation. 


	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  
	HATFIELD AND CRUSADERS  

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	This site is currently at 
	This site is currently at 

	Adult: no spare 
	Adult: no spare 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The good quality square on site is home to 
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The good quality square on site is home to 




	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of use 
	Security of use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 
	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 

	Peak period capacity 
	Peak period capacity 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	CRICKET CLUB 
	CRICKET CLUB 

	capacity for grass wickets  
	capacity for grass wickets  

	capacity 
	capacity 
	 
	Junior: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	Hatfield and Crusaders CC, who have a total of of 5 adult teams playing from here.  
	Hatfield and Crusaders CC, who have a total of of 5 adult teams playing from here.  


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The site has recently suffered some anti-social behaviour and vandalism incidents that have caused damage to the facility. Increased security is requited at the site.  
	The site has recently suffered some anti-social behaviour and vandalism incidents that have caused damage to the facility. Increased security is requited at the site.  


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The Hatfield House site, which is located across the road, has current plans to install 2 cricket pitches, and the Club revealed during consultation that they would like to move to this site one completed. It is recommended to work with the club and support them with their plans to move to the new site, which would address the issue of capacity at the current ground. 
	The Hatfield House site, which is located across the road, has current plans to install 2 cricket pitches, and the Club revealed during consultation that they would like to move to this site one completed. It is recommended to work with the club and support them with their plans to move to the new site, which would address the issue of capacity at the current ground. 


	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 

	2 
	2 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets 32 matches spare capacity per season 
	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets 32 matches spare capacity per season 

	Adult: no spare capacity 
	Adult: no spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: no spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to Hatfield Hyde CC, one of the largest clubs in the area, with 3 adult and 6 junior teams playing from the site, and it also accommodates some demand from Welwyn Garden City CC. 
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to Hatfield Hyde CC, one of the largest clubs in the area, with 3 adult and 6 junior teams playing from the site, and it also accommodates some demand from Welwyn Garden City CC. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The site is of public access and suffer from some unofficial use, damage to the surface and some vandalism. It is recommended to increase security of the site and possibly install pitch perimeter barriers. 
	The site is of public access and suffer from some unofficial use, damage to the surface and some vandalism. It is recommended to increase security of the site and possibly install pitch perimeter barriers. 
	Site users have also identified an issue of general unevenness of the pitch, which could be improved by the implementation of a more robust maintenance regime.  


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The cricket club have stated that in order to continue growing, additional training facilities are required. It is recommended to support the club in their aspirations to install a two-lane non-turf practice net.  
	The cricket club have stated that in order to continue growing, additional training facilities are required. It is recommended to support the club in their aspirations to install a two-lane non-turf practice net.  


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets No recorded demand 
	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets No recorded demand 

	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: 1 match 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is available for community use and not currently used for formal cricket, however the analysis shows that capacity for cricket in the Welwyn Garden City sub-area is likely to be reached in coming years, and therefore the site should be protected as cricket provision in the Local Plan. 
	The site is available for community use and not currently used for formal cricket, however the analysis shows that capacity for cricket in the Welwyn Garden City sub-area is likely to be reached in coming years, and therefore the site should be protected as cricket provision in the Local Plan. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 




	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of use 
	Security of use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 
	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 

	Peak period capacity 
	Peak period capacity 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	equivalent of spare capacity 
	equivalent of spare capacity 

	PV 
	PV 

	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Education 
	Education 

	This site is currently over capacity for grass wickets (no grass provision on site) 15 match equivalents of overplay per season 
	This site is currently over capacity for grass wickets (no grass provision on site) 15 match equivalents of overplay per season 

	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: no spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is an artificial pitch on site that is used by Welwyn Garden City CC when required. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. There is an artificial pitch on site that is used by Welwyn Garden City CC when required. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 


	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	This site is currently at capacity for grass wickets  
	This site is currently at capacity for grass wickets  

	Adult: no spare capacity 
	Adult: no spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: no spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to North Mymms CC, who have 3 adult and 4 junior teams. 
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is home to North Mymms CC, who have 3 adult and 4 junior teams. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The site is very well maintained and the club has recently invested on renovations to the training facilities and the ancillary. Users of the site have stated to be pleased with its quality, and the only issue identified is the lack of available water to use for maintenance of the square. It is recommended to support the club as they are currently seeking funding for a water container or an alternative solution to this problem 
	The site is very well maintained and the club has recently invested on renovations to the training facilities and the ancillary. Users of the site have stated to be pleased with its quality, and the only issue identified is the lack of available water to use for maintenance of the square. It is recommended to support the club as they are currently seeking funding for a water container or an alternative solution to this problem 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets, the installation of an NTP to accommodate some junior demand and allow some rest on the grass wickets should be explored.  
	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets, the installation of an NTP to accommodate some junior demand and allow some rest on the grass wickets should be explored.  


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	2 
	2 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets 110 matches spare capacity per season 
	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets 110 matches spare capacity per season 

	Adult: 2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	Adult: 2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: 2 match 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is home to Old Owens CC and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	The site is home to Old Owens CC and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	It is recommended provide the club support to obtain funding to reinstate their two-lane practice net, which is currently disused due to lack of maintenance. This would help to address the lack of training facilities that 
	It is recommended provide the club support to obtain funding to reinstate their two-lane practice net, which is currently disused due to lack of maintenance. This would help to address the lack of training facilities that 




	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of use 
	Security of use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 
	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 

	Peak period capacity 
	Peak period capacity 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	equivalents of spare capacity 
	equivalents of spare capacity 

	has been identified by local clubs as part of the consultation process. 
	has been identified by local clubs as part of the consultation process. 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets 30 matches spare capacity per season 
	This site is currently under capacity for grass wickets 30 matches spare capacity per season 

	Adult: no spare capacity 
	Adult: no spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used as a second ground by Hatfield & Crusaders CC, who accommodate some adult demand at the site. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used as a second ground by Hatfield & Crusaders CC, who accommodate some adult demand at the site. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The cricket outfield and pitch are in good condition, however the ancillary on site is in need of upgrading (to accommodate the level of demand at this multi-sport site) and the two-lane practice nets were identified as extremely poor and need replacing. 
	The cricket outfield and pitch are in good condition, however the ancillary on site is in need of upgrading (to accommodate the level of demand at this multi-sport site) and the two-lane practice nets were identified as extremely poor and need replacing. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	1 
	1 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	Not available for community use 
	Not available for community use 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan It is not available to the community, however it is utilised by the college students. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan It is not available to the community, however it is utilised by the college students. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 


	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 
	SHERRARDSWOOD SCHOOL 

	1 
	1 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Education 
	Education 

	Not available for community use 
	Not available for community use 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan It is not available to the community, however it used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan It is not available to the community, however it used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further enhancement has been identified as part of this study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	No grass provision on site 
	No grass provision on site 

	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: 1 match equivalent of spare 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan It is not available to the community, however it used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan It is not available to the community, however it used by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The artificial pitch on site is worn down and in need of refurbishment. No further enhancements were identified as part of this study. 
	The artificial pitch on site is worn down and in need of refurbishment. No further enhancements were identified as part of this study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 
	No further provision has been identified as part of this study. 




	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of use 
	Security of use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 
	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 

	Peak period capacity 
	Peak period capacity 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	capacity 
	capacity 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	This site is currently over capacity for grass wickets 10 match equivalents of overplay per season 
	This site is currently over capacity for grass wickets 10 match equivalents of overplay per season 

	Adult: no of spare capacity 
	Adult: no of spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: no spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has a good quality square and serves as the main ground of Welwyn Garden City CC, the largest club in the area with a total of 21 teams. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has a good quality square and serves as the main ground of Welwyn Garden City CC, the largest club in the area with a total of 21 teams. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The site inspection and club consultation revealed that the cricket pitch on site is of good quality. The practice nets, however, were deemed old and in need of relaying. 
	The site inspection and club consultation revealed that the cricket pitch on site is of good quality. The practice nets, however, were deemed old and in need of relaying. 
	The club have expressed their intentions to upgrade the changing facility to make it suitable for female and disabled cricketers, however the scale of this work was deemed significant in order to meet ECB regulations. Further feasibility work is required.  


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets and has no spare capacity in the peak period. It is recommended to undertake feasibility work to explore the option of installing additional wickets to the existing square. 
	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets and has no spare capacity in the peak period. It is recommended to undertake feasibility work to explore the option of installing additional wickets to the existing square. 
	Alternatively, it is recommended that the club displace some further junior demand to nearby sites in order to allow some rest on grass wickets and address the current issue of overplay. 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	1 
	1 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	This site is currently at capacity for grass wickets 
	This site is currently at capacity for grass wickets 

	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	Adult: 1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	 
	Junior: no spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has grass and artificial wicket provision and is used by adult and junior teams from Welwyn Garden City CC. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It has grass and artificial wicket provision and is used by adult and junior teams from Welwyn Garden City CC. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No major issues identified on site as part of the study. The grass wickets are of good quality, however there is some evidence of flooding to the north of the site and some drainage works are required. T 
	No major issues identified on site as part of the study. The grass wickets are of good quality, however there is some evidence of flooding to the north of the site and some drainage works are required. T 
	he artificial strip and ancillary facility scored in the lower end of the Standard rating and may need investment in coming years. 
	The club have also expressed their aspirations to establish a score board on site, it is recommended to support the club and provide information on funding opportunities 




	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Squares 
	Squares 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of use 
	Security of use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 
	Total Capacity Analysis (grass wickets) 

	Peak period capacity 
	Peak period capacity 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	TBody
	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	The site is currently at capacity for grass wickets, however this could be addressed by accommodating junior demand on the artificial pitch. No further provision requirements have been identified as part of this study. 
	The site is currently at capacity for grass wickets, however this could be addressed by accommodating junior demand on the artificial pitch. No further provision requirements have been identified as part of this study. 




	 Cricket summary 
	 This section summarises the findings from the cricket analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 When considering future developments, it is important to consider Ball Strike. Where there is either new Cricket provision being put in place or more commonly development which may prejudice the use of the sporting facility there would be a requirement for a full ball strike risk assessment to be undertaken and appropriate mitigation put in place as part of the development. As such the ECB recommends that the clubs / organisations seeks to have a ball strike risk assessment undertaken. Further information 
	 Table 5.21 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield.  
	Table 5.21 – Key PPS findings for cricket in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 

	Analysis 
	Analysis 



	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 

	The quality of cricket provision across the study area is good with provision in the Southern Villages and Welwyn Garden City sub-areas scoring highly on assessment. The lowest rated elements of cricket provision across the Study Area are artificial wickets and non-turf practice facilities, which is reducing the ability of clubs to train and play on non-turf pitches during the season.  The demand for cricket across Welwyn Hatfield is relatively low, with 5 clubs in the area, comprising a total of 44 teams. 
	The quality of cricket provision across the study area is good with provision in the Southern Villages and Welwyn Garden City sub-areas scoring highly on assessment. The lowest rated elements of cricket provision across the Study Area are artificial wickets and non-turf practice facilities, which is reducing the ability of clubs to train and play on non-turf pitches during the season.  The demand for cricket across Welwyn Hatfield is relatively low, with 5 clubs in the area, comprising a total of 44 teams. 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 

	The majority of clubs in the Study Area use sites that have long—term security of tenure, therefore there is adequate accessible and secured provision for cricket. The only site that is unsecured and currently registers cricket demand is Roe Hill . 
	The majority of clubs in the Study Area use sites that have long—term security of tenure, therefore there is adequate accessible and secured provision for cricket. The only site that is unsecured and currently registers cricket demand is Roe Hill . 
	The supply and demand analysis for secured provision shows, therefore, a large amount of spare capacity (187 match equivalents). Peak time analysis demonstrates, however, that 54% of cricket sites in Welwyn Hatfield have no spare capacity in the peak period for adult cricket (Sat PM), and 46% of sites have no spare capacity for Junior Cricket (Sun AM). It should also be highlighted that although the overall analysis shows that there is enough secured provision in Welwyn Hatfield, sub-area analysis for Hatfi


	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 

	Overall, the provision is of good quality, with facilities at Hatfield and Crusaders, North Mymms Cricket Club and Old Owens Sports Club scoring particularly highly. There are only two pitches in the borough that were deemed poor: these are the ones at Roe Hill and Stanborough School. Maintenance is largely undertaken by individual clubs, either through the use of a paid grounds man or through club volunteers.  
	Overall, the provision is of good quality, with facilities at Hatfield and Crusaders, North Mymms Cricket Club and Old Owens Sports Club scoring particularly highly. There are only two pitches in the borough that were deemed poor: these are the ones at Roe Hill and Stanborough School. Maintenance is largely undertaken by individual clubs, either through the use of a paid grounds man or through club volunteers.  
	Clubs have identified a need to improve practice net facilities and artificial provision. 




	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 

	The future demand for cricket is projected to increase in the Welwyn Garden City and Southern Villages sub-areas, given the concentration of demand that occurs in these two areas. A total of 9 additional teams are expected in Welwyn Hatfield by 2032 as a consequence of population change.   
	The future demand for cricket is projected to increase in the Welwyn Garden City and Southern Villages sub-areas, given the concentration of demand that occurs in these two areas. A total of 9 additional teams are expected in Welwyn Hatfield by 2032 as a consequence of population change.   
	Women’s cricket is a priority area for the ECB and although there are no women’s teams currently playing in the Study Area, the number is expected to increase over the lifetime of the local plan period (2032). In turn, this will increase the future requirement for playing, practice and associated changing facilities for women and girls. 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 

	With the projected increase in demand from both population growth and conversion of latent demand, as well as the expected growth that will be realised following the success of All Stars Cricket, Softball Cricket and South Asian initiatives, the increase in demand is likely to have a significant impact on the level of demand for cricket across Welwyn Hatfield. However, given the high level and quality of supply, the analysis shows that there will be sufficient capacity by the end of the strategy to accommod
	With the projected increase in demand from both population growth and conversion of latent demand, as well as the expected growth that will be realised following the success of All Stars Cricket, Softball Cricket and South Asian initiatives, the increase in demand is likely to have a significant impact on the level of demand for cricket across Welwyn Hatfield. However, given the high level and quality of supply, the analysis shows that there will be sufficient capacity by the end of the strategy to accommod
	Given that the current analysis identifies that 54% of the sites are currently at capacity during peak times of demand, it is expected that peak-time capacity will be further reduced over the lifespan of the strategy. This could be addressed by either providing additional facilities at existing sites that are currently at capacity, or displacing some demand from these sites to nearby sites with spare peak-time capacity. 
	 




	 Rugby Union analysis 
	 Introduction and Strategic Context  
	 The Rugby Football Union (RFU) is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and elite rugby in England, with the season operating from September to May.  
	RFU STRATEGIC PLAN (2017-2021) 
	 In October 2017, the RFU published its strategic plan, with the overall objective of being England’s strongest sport, underpinned by good governance and regulation, as well as increased investment in the game to drive elite performance and community participation4. 
	4 RFU Strategic Plan (
	4 RFU Strategic Plan (
	4 RFU Strategic Plan (
	http://www.englandrugby.com/about-the-rfu/rfu-strategic-plan/
	http://www.englandrugby.com/about-the-rfu/rfu-strategic-plan/

	”: 2017) 


	 The following key areas of focus are particularly relevant for this strategy; 
	• Protect our clubs: Support clubs to protect themselves against risks to sustainability in the key areas of leadership, facilities and finances. Support clubs to meet all their statutory and regulatory obligations 
	• Protect our clubs: Support clubs to protect themselves against risks to sustainability in the key areas of leadership, facilities and finances. Support clubs to meet all their statutory and regulatory obligations 
	• Protect our clubs: Support clubs to protect themselves against risks to sustainability in the key areas of leadership, facilities and finances. Support clubs to meet all their statutory and regulatory obligations 

	• Expand places to play through Artificial Grass Pitches: Install and manage strategically placed Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) nationwide, increasing playing opportunities for the 15-a-side game and other variants in communities where natural turf pitches are significantly overused. Improve access to rugby in non-traditional and urban areas 
	• Expand places to play through Artificial Grass Pitches: Install and manage strategically placed Artificial Grass Pitches (AGP’s) nationwide, increasing playing opportunities for the 15-a-side game and other variants in communities where natural turf pitches are significantly overused. Improve access to rugby in non-traditional and urban areas 

	• Engage new communities in rugby: Increase female player numbers, with more teams and matches, expansion in the education environment and transitioning more players to clubs 
	• Engage new communities in rugby: Increase female player numbers, with more teams and matches, expansion in the education environment and transitioning more players to clubs 

	• Grow the grass-roots game: Increase the number of active male and female (14+) 15-a-side teams by 10%. Increase the number of 15-a-side matches played by 20%. Increase the number of active rugby union players by 10%. 
	• Grow the grass-roots game: Increase the number of active male and female (14+) 15-a-side teams by 10%. Increase the number of 15-a-side matches played by 20%. Increase the number of active rugby union players by 10%. 


	 The objectives and targets of the RFU will be referenced throughout this strategy and utilised to prioritise facility development projects as part of the recommendations and action plan section. 
	ENGLAND RUGBY WOMEN AND GIRLS ACTION PLAN (2017-2021) 
	 As part of the four-year strategic plan summarised above, England Rugby has launched the women and girls action plan for the next four years. The plan recognises the significant growth in the female game over the last four years and sets out a plan for the next four years to continue to grow the number of women and girls engaging in rugby. 
	 There are currently 512 women and girls’ teams in England and 27,500 existing players, however by 2021 England Rugby wants to growth these numbers, engaging 100,000 females in rugby and converting 25,000 of those into new players.  
	 It is key that the future supply and demand analysis considers this growth and provides appropriate facilities and opportunities for women and girls to play rugby at clubs across Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Current trends and participation – Rugby Union 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, demonstrates that rugby participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18) has remained relatively consistent. 
	 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.6% of the population (aged 16+) participated in rugby at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 246,200 people. The survey also indicates that 1.5% - or approximately 681,700 people – participated in the last year. 
	 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 0.5%, or approximately 239,700 people, participated in the last 28 days, and participation in the last year remained consistent at 1.5%. 
	 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 6.9% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in rugby at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community rugby clubs. 
	 
	  
	 Supply 
	QUANTITY OVERVIEW  
	 There are six sites in Welwyn Hatfield that have rugby provision, all of which are available for community rugby usage.  The ownership of the seven rugby sites across the Study Area is shown in Table 6.1.  
	Table 6.1: Ownership of rugby pitches in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Sub-category 
	Sub-category 
	Sub-category 
	Sub-category 
	Sub-category 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 



	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	0 
	0 

	1 
	1 


	Education 
	Education 
	Education 

	4 
	4 

	4 
	4 


	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	2 
	2 

	1 
	1 




	 Figure 6.1 shows the geographic location of the rugby pitches across the Study Area and illustrates that the current supply is split between the Welwyn Garden City, Hatfield, and Southern Villages sub-aras. There is no rugby provision in the Northern Villages sub-area.  
	  Figure 6.1 – Rugby pitch audit in Welwyn Hatfield 
	 
	Figure
	 
	 Table 6.2 provides a breakdown of the rugby sites in Welwyn Hatfield. All rugby sites are available for community use, however only two have secured long-term access: Monks Walk School and Welwyn RFC.  
	Table 6.2 – Rugby Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub area 
	Sub area 

	Community use on site 
	Community use on site 

	Security of Use  
	Security of Use  

	Owners 
	Owners 

	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior/Minis 
	Junior/Minis 



	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Education 
	Education 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 


	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 




	QUALITY ASSESSMENT 
	 Each site was visited and assessed by 4global using non-technical assessments as determined by the RFU. The methodology for assessing rugby pitch quality analyses two key elements; the maintenance programme and level of drainage.  
	 Further detail on this process can be seen in the Technical Appendix C – Rugby Union Analysis.  
	 Each pitch is scored and classified in one of three categories. These represent actions required to improve site quality. A breakdown for each of the two scoring elements and three respective categories is provided in the following two tables. 
	Table 6.3 – Rugby pitch maintenance quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS Guidance 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Overall Quality Rating 
	Overall Quality Rating 



	M0 
	M0 
	M0 
	M0 

	Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme 
	Action requires significant improvements to the maintenance programme 


	M1 
	M1 
	M1 

	Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme 
	Action requires minor improvements to the maintenance programme 


	M2 
	M2 
	M2 

	Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme 
	Action requires no improvements to the maintenance programme 




	Table 6.4 – Rugby pitch drainage quality assessment specifications. Source: RFU PPS Guidance 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Overall Quality Rating 
	Overall Quality Rating 



	D0 
	D0 
	D0 
	D0 

	Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch 
	Action on pipe draining system is needed on pitch 


	D1 
	D1 
	D1 

	Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch 
	Action on silt drainage system is needed on pitch 


	D2 
	D2 
	D2 

	No action is needed on pitch drainage 
	No action is needed on pitch drainage 


	D3 
	D3 
	D3 

	No action is needed on pipe drainage or slit drainage. 
	No action is needed on pipe drainage or slit drainage. 




	 
	 These scores are then combined to provide a match equivalent capacity, as calculated in Table 6.5 below. Depending on the score of a site, a pitch is assigned a certain carrying capacity which can then be used to calculate the overall capacity of a site.  
	 
	 
	 
	Table 6.5 – Match equivalent calculation for rugby pitches. Source: Appendices 4a to 4c – Rugby Football Union5 
	5 Sport England PPS Guidance – RFU Appendices (
	5 Sport England PPS Guidance – RFU Appendices (
	5 Sport England PPS Guidance – RFU Appendices (
	http://goo.gl/em3wyj
	http://goo.gl/em3wyj

	: 2015) 


	Drainage 
	Drainage 
	Drainage 
	Drainage 
	Drainage 

	Maintenance 
	Maintenance 



	TBody
	TR
	Poor (MO) 
	Poor (MO) 

	Standard (M1) 
	Standard (M1) 

	Good (M2) 
	Good (M2) 


	Natural Inadequate (DO) 
	Natural Inadequate (DO) 
	Natural Inadequate (DO) 

	0.5 
	0.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	2 
	2 


	Natural Adequate (D1) 
	Natural Adequate (D1) 
	Natural Adequate (D1) 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	2 
	2 

	3 
	3 


	Pipe Drained (D2) 
	Pipe Drained (D2) 
	Pipe Drained (D2) 

	1.75 
	1.75 

	2.5 
	2.5 

	3.25 
	3.25 


	Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 
	Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 
	Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 

	2 
	2 

	3 
	3 

	3.5 
	3.5 




	 Table 6.6 summarises the quality assessment results for those sites currently used by the community. Full details of the subsequent carrying capacity allocations of each site by pitch type can be found in Technical Appendix C – Rugby Analysis.  
	Table 6.6 – Quality summary by pitch type 
	Drainage 
	Drainage 
	Drainage 
	Drainage 
	Drainage 

	Maintenance 
	Maintenance 



	TBody
	TR
	Poor (M0) 
	Poor (M0) 

	Standard (M1) 
	Standard (M1) 

	Good (M2) 
	Good (M2) 


	Natural Inadequate (D0) 
	Natural Inadequate (D0) 
	Natural Inadequate (D0) 

	- 
	- 

	3 
	3 

	- 
	- 


	Natural Adequate (D1) 
	Natural Adequate (D1) 
	Natural Adequate (D1) 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 

	- 
	- 


	Pipe Drained (D2) 
	Pipe Drained (D2) 
	Pipe Drained (D2) 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 


	Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 
	Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 
	Pipe and Slit Drained (D3) 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	2 
	2 




	 In terms of maintenance, the majority of pitches across Welwyn Hatfield fall into the Standard rating, meaning that improvements are needed for the maintenance programme, in order to increase the number of M2 pitches, therefore increasing the carrying capacity of the existing pitch stock. The three senior pitches at Welwyn RFC are the only ones in the area that are natural and inadequate, these are deemed to have natural drainage (no artificial infrastructure) which is inadequate given the needs of residen
	 As is typical for grass-roots rugby provision, the supply of pitches at educational establishments is generally poor. Consultation has identified, however, that drainage is also an issue for the grass pitches at a number of club sites, with floodlit areas that are used for training and match play causing the biggest issues. Where clubs are unable to use dedicated training areas and need to train on pitches as a result, this also has a negative impact on the overall quality of pitch provision. 
	 Current Demand 
	CURRENT DEMAND 
	 Through the demand consultations with clubs, two clubs have been identified as playing in Welwyn Hatfield. Utilising survey responses and desktop research, table 6.7 provides the team profiles of all clubs playing in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Table 6.7 – Rugby club profiles for responding clubs. Source: PPS club consultations 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Adult teams 
	Adult teams 

	U17-18 colts’ teams 
	U17-18 colts’ teams 

	Junior teams (U13-16) 
	Junior teams (U13-16) 

	Mini / Midi teams (U7-12) 
	Mini / Midi teams (U7-12) 

	Totals 
	Totals 



	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	2 
	2 




	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Adult teams 
	Adult teams 

	U17-18 colts’ teams 
	U17-18 colts’ teams 

	Junior teams (U13-16) 
	Junior teams (U13-16) 

	Mini / Midi teams (U7-12) 
	Mini / Midi teams (U7-12) 

	Totals 
	Totals 



	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 

	5 
	5 

	1 
	1 

	6 
	6 

	7 
	7 

	19 
	19 




	 
	 All of the rugby clubs playing in the local authority responded to the PPS survey and were consulted with as part of the demand gathering process, with the detailed consultations providing the following findings. 
	Table 6.8: Summary of demand consultations from rugby clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Consultation Summary 
	Consultation Summary 



	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 

	The club has two adult teams, both playing and training at Roe Hill. Membership numbers have stayed consistent over the last few years, however the club have current plans to add another adult side in coming years. 
	The club has two adult teams, both playing and training at Roe Hill. Membership numbers have stayed consistent over the last few years, however the club have current plans to add another adult side in coming years. 
	The club’s principal facility need at present is the development of 2 full sized adult pitches and a club house with 4 changing rooms and a bar for income generation. They have received a grant of £200k from the University Sports Fund and are currently looking for an opportunity to buy or rent a facility for this development. They would like to have this completed within the next 5 years. 
	With only one pitch currently at Roe Hill, the club are unable to play two home matches on the same day, so they occasionally rent the pitches from the university. They have stated that this lack of pitches is preventing the club to expand any further and set up a junior/mini section. They have also highlighted the need for additional training facilities, particularly a half or full sized floodlit training area. 


	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 

	The club has a current total of 19 teams, including male and female sides and ranging from U7s to adults. All teams play and train at Welwyn RFC, a site that is partly owned by the club and partly rented from the Local Authority.  
	The club has a current total of 19 teams, including male and female sides and ranging from U7s to adults. All teams play and train at Welwyn RFC, a site that is partly owned by the club and partly rented from the Local Authority.  
	The club are constantly looking to expand and have very good links with local schools, as well as touch rugby options for adults. They are expecting to add at least one adult and one junior side in the next 3 years. 
	Within the next 18-24 months, the club plans to redevelop their current changing rooms to better accommodate their sections (with segregated changing rooms) and would also like to develop their own artificial pitch to address the current overuse of their grass pitches. However, no funding has been secured for this.  
	The quality of pitches at their home ground has been identified as good during consultation, however it was stated that the pitches suffer from poor drainage and due to them being built on clay foundation there is very little the club can do to improve this.  




	 Further detail on the demand consultations and data collection can be seen in Technical Appendix C – Rugby Analysis 
	IMPORTED AND EXPORTED DEMAND 
	 No imported or exported demand has been identified in Welwyn Hatfield as part of this study. 
	 Future demand 
	FUTURE DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 
	 In order to calculate the future demand for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield, a Team Generation Rate has been calculated using the current number of teams and the current population. This measure allows us to calculate what size of population (for various age groups) will typically cause enough demand for a rugby team.  
	 This Team Generation Rate can now be applied to the population projections for the Study Area to confirm how population growth or reduction will affect the demand for teams in each of the key age groups.  
	 Team generation rates have been provided at a Study Area level, as the projected growth is not meaningful when split down further into a sub-area 
	analysis. Table 5.9 shows the TGR calculations for Welwyn Hatfield. Based on future population projections a total of 5 additional rugby teams will be generated by 2032. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Table 6.9 – Future demand projections for rugby teams in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Age Group 
	Age Group 
	Age Group 
	Age Group 
	Age Group 

	No. of teams  
	No. of teams  

	Current popn in age group  
	Current popn in age group  

	Future popn  
	Future popn  

	Current TGR 
	Current TGR 

	Popn Change  
	Popn Change  

	Potential Change in Team no. 
	Potential Change in Team no. 

	Total teams by 2032 
	Total teams by 2032 



	Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 
	Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 
	Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 
	Rugby Union Senior Men (19-45yrs) 

	6 
	6 

	25300 
	25300 

	28168 
	28168 

	4217 
	4217 

	2868 
	2868 

	1 
	1 

	7 
	7 


	Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 
	Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 
	Rugby Union Senior Women (19-45yrs) 

	1 
	1 

	25318 
	25318 

	26316 
	26316 

	25318 
	25318 

	998 
	998 

	0 
	0 

	1* 
	1* 


	Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 
	Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 
	Rugby Union Youth Boys (13-18yrs) 

	4 
	4 

	3870 
	3870 

	5208 
	5208 

	968 
	968 

	1338 
	1338 

	1 
	1 

	5 
	5 


	Rugby Union Youth Girls (13-18yrs) 
	Rugby Union Youth Girls (13-18yrs) 
	Rugby Union Youth Girls (13-18yrs) 

	3 
	3 

	3931 
	3931 

	4989 
	4989 

	1310 
	1310 

	1057 
	1057 

	1 
	1 

	4 
	4 


	Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-12yrs) 
	Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-12yrs) 
	Rugby Union Mini/Midi Mixed (7-12yrs) 

	8 
	8 

	8445 
	8445 

	9846 
	9846 

	1056 
	1056 

	1402 
	1402 

	1 
	1 

	9 
	9 




	 Table 6.9 illustrates that the number of projected demand for rugby teams across the Study Area is likely to increase for adults (1 team) youth (2 teams) and mini rugby (1 team) between 2017 and 2032.  
	 While the TGR calculation does not project a growth in female senior teams, it should be noted that one of the RFU’s key strategic objectives is to increase female participation, with potential investment leading to a growth in demand. An analysis of latent demand will be undertaken in the following section to assess whether future female provision should be planned for. 
	 It is important to note that this calculation assumes that clubs, the council and the RFU do not improve their marketing or participation schemes over the period and are therefore no more successful than they are now in attracting new players to participate in rugby in in the Study Area. In reality, it is expected that there will be improved channels of digital communication and improved maintenance technology, as well as higher quality ancillary provision. The output of this will be a higher quality and a
	GROWTH OF FEMALE RUGBY 
	 *The future growth in female rugby is calculated using a ratio of future growth to existing team numbers, the projected growth is projected to be 0 for senior teams. Given the strategic priority of England Rugby (RFU) to increase women and girl’s rugby across the country, a projected increase of one senior women’s team has been added to the future growth projections, which aligns to the overall target of increasing team numbers by 350 across England over the next four years. This growth will be considered 
	FUTURE DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 
	 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent demand into actual demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing rugby. The table below identifies latent demand (not currently active), which clubs are aiming to convert into rugby demand within the next 3-5 years. This provides an estimation of the number of new teams that will be required in Welwyn Hatfield, in addition to the teams generat
	 Table 6.10 illustrates that 16 additional teams have been projected as part of the latent demand calculations.  
	 This latent demand will be combined with the projected increase in demand generated from population growth and incorporated into the future supply and demand analysis for rugby union provision. 
	Table 6.10: Latent demand for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Adult Male  
	Adult Male  

	Adult Female  
	Adult Female  

	Junior  
	Junior  

	Mini/Midi 
	Mini/Midi 

	Total  
	Total  



	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 
	Hatfield QE RFC 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	10 
	10 

	12 
	12 


	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 

	1 
	1 

	0 
	0 

	3 
	3 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 




	 
	 
	 
	 
	  
	 Supply and Demand Balance 
	OVERPLAY AND SPARE CAPACITY  
	 To calculate whether there is any total spare capacity at rugby sites in Welwyn Hatfield, Table 6.11 shows the supply and demand figures across the two sites that are available for community rugby use, and have demand registered on them. This table demonstrates the sites that are currently being overplayed, as well as those that have spare capacity for grass pitch provision. 
	 Table 6.11: capacity analysis of club sites in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Pitch type 
	Pitch type 

	Quantity 
	Quantity 

	Supply (Capacity) 
	Supply (Capacity) 

	Demand (matches + training in match equivalents) 
	Demand (matches + training in match equivalents) 

	Balance (Supply minus demand) 
	Balance (Supply minus demand) 



	TBody
	TR
	SNR 
	SNR 

	JNR 
	JNR 


	Roe Hill 
	Roe Hill 
	Roe Hill 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	1 
	1 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 


	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 
	Welwyn RFC 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	3 
	3 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	7.5 
	7.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 

	-15.5 
	-15.5 




	 
	 As shown in Table 6.11, both of the sites that are currently used for rugby are over-capacity, with the level of overplay being particularly high at Welwyn RFC. This is caused by the club having consistent junior and senior demand, leading to the overplay of poor-quality grass provision, which has a low carrying capacity due to insufficient drainage infrastructure, and the lack of additional training lights. 
	PEAK PERIOD SUPPLY AND DEMAND 
	 To assess the availability of rugby facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the period of highest demand for rugby matches is on a Saturday afternoon for adults and Sunday morning for mini and youth rugby. Please note that all demand is measured in match equivalent sessions. 
	 Table 6.12 overleaf indicates that the sites that are currently utilised by rugby clubs have spare no capacity during the peak period for adult rugby provision. 
	Table 6.12: Supply and Demand Balance and Peak Period Capacity by Site  
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Type of pitch 
	Type of pitch 

	Pitch maintenance score 
	Pitch maintenance score 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 
	(Assessed/Agreed) 

	Demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 
	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 

	Junior Peak time Capacity 
	Junior Peak time Capacity 


	TR
	SNR 
	SNR 

	JNR 
	JNR 

	MINIS 
	MINIS 



	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	5 - Poor 
	5 - Poor 

	No 
	No 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	15 - Good 
	15 - Good 

	No 
	No 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	No 
	No 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 

	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 

	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 


	TR
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	No 
	No 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	5 - Poor 
	5 - Poor 

	No 
	No 

	1.50 
	1.50 

	2 
	2 

	0 
	0 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	15 - Good 
	15 - Good 

	No 
	No 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 


	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	7.5 
	7.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 

	-15.5 
	-15.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	TR
	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	Yes 
	Yes 


	TR
	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	No 
	No 




	 
	 Supply and demand analysis  
	 The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield, as well as for a number of relevant summaries, as requested by the RFU and the Sport England 2013 Playing Pitch Guidance. It should be noted that as there are only two rugby clubs currently in Welwyn Hatfield, the future analysis and capacity analysis has been undertaken at a Study Area-wide level 
	 
	 
	WELWYN HATFILD ANALYSIS 
	Table 6.13: Summary capacity analysis for rugby provision in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Capacity – grass pitches 
	Capacity – grass pitches 

	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Balance  
	Balance  



	TBody
	TR
	Adult/Yth 
	Adult/Yth 

	Junior/Mini 
	Junior/Mini 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All rugby provision that is available for community use 
	1. All rugby provision that is available for community use 
	1. All rugby provision that is available for community use 

	All sites, with demand 
	All sites, with demand 

	6 
	6 

	9.5 
	9.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 

	-16 
	-16 


	2. All rugby provision that is secured for community use 
	2. All rugby provision that is secured for community use 
	2. All rugby provision that is secured for community use 

	All secured sites  
	All secured sites  

	4.5 
	4.5 

	9.5 
	9.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 

	-17.5 
	-17.5 


	3. Rugby Club sites only 
	3. Rugby Club sites only 
	3. Rugby Club sites only 

	All club sites  
	All club sites  

	4.5 
	4.5 

	9.5 
	9.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 

	-17.5 
	-17.5 


	Future Analysis (2032) 
	Future Analysis (2032) 
	Future Analysis (2032) 


	4. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision available for community use 
	4. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision available for community use 
	4. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision available for community use 

	As per analysis 1, including projected growth in demand to 2032 
	As per analysis 1, including projected growth in demand to 2032 

	6 
	6 

	15* 
	15* 

	28* 
	28* 

	-37 
	-37 


	5. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision secured for community use 
	5. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision secured for community use 
	5. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision secured for community use 

	As per analysis 2, including projected growth in demand to 2032 
	As per analysis 2, including projected growth in demand to 2032 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	15* 
	15* 

	28* 
	28* 

	-38.5 
	-38.5 


	6. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby club’s sites with long term security of tenure 
	6. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby club’s sites with long term security of tenure 
	6. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby club’s sites with long term security of tenure 

	As per analysis 3, including projected growth in demand to 2032 
	As per analysis 3, including projected growth in demand to 2032 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	15* 
	15* 

	28* 
	28* 

	-38.5 
	-38.5 




	*Figures include projected team growth of 4 Adult match equivalents and 9 Junior/Mini match, as well as the conversion of 1.5 Adult match equivalents and 6.5 Junior match equivalents of latent demand, as previously identified in tables 6.9 and 6.10. 
	 Table 6.13 illustrates that across the full Study Area, there is a large deficit of playing pitches when taking into consideration the current level of demand across all clubs. This deficit reflects the amount of demand present across all sites in Welwyn Hatfield, which is projected to worsen when incorporating the projected growth in demand 
	 It should be noted that the deficit in scenarios reflected as part of analysis 3 and 6 (balance at club sites) is particularly significant, given that all of club demand is currently on these sites and, generally, rugby clubs prefer to focus meeting their needs on club sites even if capacity is available on school sites to avoid club fragmentation.  
	 Site by site analysis - protection, enhancement and provision 
	 To ensure that the PPS meets the requirements of the Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan and can be seen as a robust evidence base, the site-by-site assessment below includes all rugby sites that have been included within the study.  
	 The site-by-site assessment provides a justification of how each of these sites should be protected, enhanced or further provided for, in line with the National Planning Policy Framework6. Additionally, this table serves to summarise the key parts of the PPS assessment that have been identified so far within this sport specific section.   
	6 Further information on NPPF provided in Section 2 – Strategic Context 
	6 Further information on NPPF provided in Section 2 – Strategic Context 

	Table 6.14: Site–by-site summary for rugby provision in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Pitch type 
	Pitch type 

	Pitch maintenance score 
	Pitch maintenance score 

	Drainage Score 
	Drainage Score 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 
	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 

	Jnr Peak time Capacity 
	Jnr Peak time Capacity 

	Commentary 
	Commentary 



	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	5 - Poor 
	5 - Poor 

	Natural (adequate) 
	Natural (adequate) 

	No 
	No 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1.5 
	1.5 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is available to the community and no formal rugby demand has been recorded at the site, however it is used by pupils of the school 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is available to the community and no formal rugby demand has been recorded at the site, however it is used by pupils of the school 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	Some drainage issues were identified at the site, which are restricting extracurricular or external use of the pitches. An increased and improved drainage provision and maintenance regime are recommended 
	Some drainage issues were identified at the site, which are restricting extracurricular or external use of the pitches. An increased and improved drainage provision and maintenance regime are recommended 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	It is recommended to undertake feasibility work to assess the school’s aspirations of developing AGP provision on site and acting as a central hub for sports in the area. 
	It is recommended to undertake feasibility work to assess the school’s aspirations of developing AGP provision on site and acting as a central hub for sports in the area. 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	15 - Good 
	15 - Good 

	Pipe and slit drained 
	Pipe and slit drained 

	No 
	No 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is heavily used by the community and acts as a sporting hub in the area. No formal rugby demand has been identified as part of this study, however, consultation with the RFU has revealed that this is used as an overspill site for the two major club sites. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is heavily used by the community and acts as a sporting hub in the area. No formal rugby demand has been identified as part of this study, however, consultation with the RFU has revealed that this is used as an overspill site for the two major club sites. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements have been identified as part of the study. 
	No enhancements have been identified as part of the study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 
	No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	Natural (adequate) 
	Natural (adequate) 

	No 
	No 

	4 
	4 

	4 
	4 

	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 

	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 
	2 match equivalents of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No rugby demand was recorded at the site, however it is heavily used for others sports, as well as pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. No rugby demand was recorded at the site, however it is heavily used for others sports, as well as pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	Natural (adequate) 
	Natural (adequate) 

	No 
	No 

	E 
	E 

	No enhancements have been identified as part of the study. 
	No enhancements have been identified as part of the study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 
	No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	5 - Poor 
	5 - Poor 

	Natural (adequate) 
	Natural (adequate) 

	No 
	No 

	1.50 
	1.50 

	-0.5 
	-0.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by Hatfield QE RFC, who have two adult teams. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. It is used by Hatfield QE RFC, who have two adult teams. 
	The site has been identified as being unsecured for long-




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Pitch type 
	Pitch type 

	Pitch maintenance score 
	Pitch maintenance score 

	Drainage Score 
	Drainage Score 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 
	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 

	Jnr Peak time Capacity 
	Jnr Peak time Capacity 

	Commentary 
	Commentary 



	TBody
	TR
	term community use, therefore collaboration is required between the Town Council and the rugby club to agree a formal long-term usage agreement. 
	term community use, therefore collaboration is required between the Town Council and the rugby club to agree a formal long-term usage agreement. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	Pitch quality was identified as poor as part of the assessment and therefore carrying capacity is not sufficient to meet demand from users. An increased and improved pitch maintenance regime is required 
	Pitch quality was identified as poor as part of the assessment and therefore carrying capacity is not sufficient to meet demand from users. An increased and improved pitch maintenance regime is required 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	With only one pitch on site, the club are unable to play two home matches on the same day and occasionally have to seek alternative provision.  
	With only one pitch on site, the club are unable to play two home matches on the same day and occasionally have to seek alternative provision.  
	The club have expressed during consultation their desire to develop their own facility, with 2 adult pitches and club house, which they have received a 200k grant for. It is recommended to assist the club with finding a suitable facility for this development. 


	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
	ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	15 - Good 
	15 - Good 

	Pipe and slit drained 
	Pipe and slit drained 

	No 
	No 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	3.5 
	3.5 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 
	1 match equivalent of spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The good-quality senior pitch on site is used by college students, and consultation with the RFU has revealed that it is also used as an overspill site for the two major club sites. 
	The site should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. The good-quality senior pitch on site is used by college students, and consultation with the RFU has revealed that it is also used as an overspill site for the two major club sites. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	No enhancements have been identified as part of the study. 
	No enhancements have been identified as part of the study. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 
	No required provision has been identified as part of the study. 


	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 

	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	Natural (inadequate) 
	Natural (inadequate) 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	-15.5 
	-15.5 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 

	PR 
	PR 

	The site is used by Welwyn RFC, the largest club in the area, and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 
	The site is used by Welwyn RFC, the largest club in the area, and should be protected as playing fields in the Local Plan. 


	TR
	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	Natural (inadequate) 
	Natural (inadequate) 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	E 
	E 

	The three senior pitches on site are heavily overused, with all match play and training (2 pitches are floodlit) taking place on site, which causes de deterioration of the surface. Additional provision is required in order to allow some rest on the existing grass pitches, and an increased and improved maintenance regime is also recommended in order to increase the site’s carrying capacity. 
	The three senior pitches on site are heavily overused, with all match play and training (2 pitches are floodlit) taking place on site, which causes de deterioration of the surface. Additional provision is required in order to allow some rest on the existing grass pitches, and an increased and improved maintenance regime is also recommended in order to increase the site’s carrying capacity. 
	The site is of public access and suffers with occasional vandalism and dog fouling, therefore increased security and improved signage are recommended. 


	TR
	Senior Rugby Union 
	Senior Rugby Union 

	6 - Standard 
	6 - Standard 

	Natural (inadequate) 
	Natural (inadequate) 

	No 
	No 

	PV 
	PV 

	The club’s main aspiration is to secure additional land in order to develop further provision, which is urgently required to address the current issue of overplay. The club also expressed their intention to renovate the ancillary facility on site, to make it suitable for all genders and ages, as well as some roof refurbishments.  It is recommended 
	The club’s main aspiration is to secure additional land in order to develop further provision, which is urgently required to address the current issue of overplay. The club also expressed their intention to renovate the ancillary facility on site, to make it suitable for all genders and ages, as well as some roof refurbishments.  It is recommended 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Pitch type 
	Pitch type 

	Pitch maintenance score 
	Pitch maintenance score 

	Drainage Score 
	Drainage Score 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Pitch Capacity 
	Pitch Capacity 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 
	Adult Peak time capacity (Sat PM) 

	Jnr Peak time Capacity 
	Jnr Peak time Capacity 

	Commentary 
	Commentary 



	TBody
	TR
	for WHBC and the RFU to work with the club, providing support and assistance with these developments which will allow the club to expand further. 
	for WHBC and the RFU to work with the club, providing support and assistance with these developments which will allow the club to expand further. 




	 Rugby summary 
	 This section summarises the findings from the rugby analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 6.15 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield. .  
	Table 6.15 – Key PPS findings for rugby in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 

	Analysis 
	Analysis 



	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 

	The quality of grass pitch provision across the Study Area for rugby is standard, with only 2 out of the total 9 pitches in the area scoring Poor for maintenance. It should be highlighted, however, that the pitches at Welwyn RFC – have natural inadequate drainage, which affects the site’s carrying capacity. 
	The quality of grass pitch provision across the Study Area for rugby is standard, with only 2 out of the total 9 pitches in the area scoring Poor for maintenance. It should be highlighted, however, that the pitches at Welwyn RFC – have natural inadequate drainage, which affects the site’s carrying capacity. 
	There are two rugby clubs based in Welwyn Hatfield, Welwyn RFC being the key club in the area with 5 adult teams and a large junior section (15 teams). 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 

	There is a large deficit for secured and accessible rugby provision across the Study Area. The only secured site that is currently used for rugby is Welwyn RFC, which is operating over capacity. Monks Walk School is the other site in the area that has secured community use accessibility, however it is not currently used. 
	There is a large deficit for secured and accessible rugby provision across the Study Area. The only secured site that is currently used for rugby is Welwyn RFC, which is operating over capacity. Monks Walk School is the other site in the area that has secured community use accessibility, however it is not currently used. 
	Roe Hill, the site utilised by Hatfield QE RFC, is not secured for long-term use and is also operating over capacity.  
	There is no spare capacity during the peak period at club sites, given that all of club demand is currently on these sites, and this is likely to remain an issue as generally rugby clubs prefer to focus meeting their needs on club sites even if capacity is available on school sites to avoid club fragmentation. A need for additional match and training provision has been identified as part of this study, as well as an improvement of existing maintenance regimes and drainage systems in order to increase carryi


	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 

	With the exception of Chancellors School and Roe Hill, the remaining 4 sites have standard or good rated maintenance procedures, which ensures grass pitches are maintained to an adequate quality. Given the amount level of demand at club sites, this is not enough to ensure pitches are of a high quality all year round, with wet weather and high demand causing waterlogging at some points during the year. 
	With the exception of Chancellors School and Roe Hill, the remaining 4 sites have standard or good rated maintenance procedures, which ensures grass pitches are maintained to an adequate quality. Given the amount level of demand at club sites, this is not enough to ensure pitches are of a high quality all year round, with wet weather and high demand causing waterlogging at some points during the year. 
	Hertfordshire Sports Village and Royal Veterinary College both have artificial (pipe) drainage installed, however this sites are not currently used by local clubs. 
	The natural drainage at Welwyn RFC was identified as inadequate and it was stated during club consultation that due to the site being built on clay foundation there is very little the club can do to improve this. 


	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 

	Future analysis indicates that rugby demand is likely to increase significantly as a consequence of population change in the area, as well as the conversion of latent demand into actual demand over the life of the strategy. A total of 20 new teams was identified as part of the analysis.  
	Future analysis indicates that rugby demand is likely to increase significantly as a consequence of population change in the area, as well as the conversion of latent demand into actual demand over the life of the strategy. A total of 20 new teams was identified as part of the analysis.  
	Women and girl’s rugby demand is projected to increase, in line with the RFU’s national strategic priorities. Referencing the large amount of overplay already present, it is of paramount importance that this is addressed when considering the increased demand expected. 
	The level of supply is also likely to change, with Welwyn RFC expressing their intentions to develop an artificial pitch/training area that would allow some rest on the grass provision. 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 

	The future demand for rugby is projected to increase significantly across the Study Area, with the current deficit for secured provision likely to increase further over the lifetime of the strategy. Further capacity is required to meet the current and future needs of local residents.  
	The future demand for rugby is projected to increase significantly across the Study Area, with the current deficit for secured provision likely to increase further over the lifetime of the strategy. Further capacity is required to meet the current and future needs of local residents.  
	The strategy document to be delivered alongside this needs assessment will contain detailed scenario testing, in order to establish whether the current pitch stock could better meet the needs of local clubs and participants, if maintenance, drainage or ancillary facilities were to be improved. 




	  
	 Hockey analysis 
	 Introduction and strategic context 
	 In order to understand the overall objectives and priorities of England Hockey, an analysis of key recent strategies and documentation has been undertaken and summarised below.  
	ENGLAND HOCKEY FACILITIES STRATEGY (2017) 
	 In 2017 England Hockey published the latest facilities strategy for the sport, which replaces the previous 2012 edition and aims to help every hockey club in England work towards having appropriate and sustainable facilities that provide excellent experiences for players. 
	Vision: For every hockey player in England to have appropriate and sustainable facilities that provide excellent experiences for players. 
	Mission: More, Better, Happier players with access to appropriate and sustainable facilities  
	 The club market for hockey is well structured and clubs are required to affiliate to England Hockey to play in community leagues. As a result, only a few occasional teams lie outside of the EH affiliation structure. Schools and Universities are the other two areas where significant hockey is played. 
	 England Hockey has the ambition of growing participation by 10,000 adults and 32,500 children. To enable this, the following three objectives have been highlighted; 
	• PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school, universities). We need to retain the current provision where appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country 
	• PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school, universities). We need to retain the current provision where appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country 
	• PROTECT: To conserve the existing hockey provision. EH currently has over 800 pitches that are used by hockey clubs (club, school, universities). We need to retain the current provision where appropriate to ensure that hockey is maintained across the country 

	• IMPROVE: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically and administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs to be strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and ancillary facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to obtain better agreements with facilities providers & education around owning an asset. 
	• IMPROVE: To improve the existing facilities stock (physically and administratively). The current facilities stock is ageing and there needs to be strategic investment into refurbishing the pitches and ancillary facilities. There needs to more support for clubs to obtain better agreements with facilities providers & education around owning an asset. 

	• DEVELOP: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there is an identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might include consolidation hockey provision in a local area where appropriate. Research has identified key areas across the country where there is a lack of suitable Hockey provision and there is a need for additional pitches. There is an identified demand for multi pitches in the right places to consolidate hockey and allow clubs to have all of their provision catered at one 
	• DEVELOP: To strategically build new hockey facilities where there is an identified need and ability to deliver and maintain. This might include consolidation hockey provision in a local area where appropriate. Research has identified key areas across the country where there is a lack of suitable Hockey provision and there is a need for additional pitches. There is an identified demand for multi pitches in the right places to consolidate hockey and allow clubs to have all of their provision catered at one 


	Competitive league hockey matches and training can only be played on sand filled, sand dressed or water based artificial grass pitches (AGPs). Although competitive, adult and junior club training cannot take place on third generation turf pitches (3G), 40mm pitches may be suitable for introductory level hockey, such as school curriculum low level hockey. EH’s Artificial Grass Playing Surface Policy details suitability of surface type for varying levels of hockey, as shown below.  
	 
	  Table 7.0: England Hockey guidelines on artificial surface types suitable for hockey 
	Category 
	Category 
	Category 
	Category 
	Category 

	Surface 
	Surface 

	Playing Level 
	Playing Level 

	Playing Level 
	Playing Level 




	Category 
	Category 
	Category 
	Category 
	Category 

	Surface 
	Surface 

	Playing Level 
	Playing Level 

	Playing Level 
	Playing Level 



	England Hockey Category 1 
	England Hockey Category 1 
	England Hockey Category 1 
	England Hockey Category 1 

	Water surface approved within the FIH Global/National Parameters 
	Water surface approved within the FIH Global/National Parameters 

	Essential  
	Essential  
	International Hockey - Training and matches 

	Desirable  
	Desirable  
	Domestic National Premier competition   
	Higher levels of EH Player Pathway 
	Performance Centres and upwards   
	England 


	England Hockey Category 2 
	England Hockey Category 2 
	England Hockey Category 2 

	Sand dressed surfaces within the FIH National Parameter 
	Sand dressed surfaces within the FIH National Parameter 

	Essential  
	Essential  
	Domestic National Premier competition 
	Higher levels of player pathway:  Academy Centres and Upwards 

	Desirable  
	Desirable  
	All adult and junior League Hockey 
	Intermediate or advanced School Hockey    
	EH competitions for clubs and schools (excluding domestic national league) 


	TR
	England Hockey Category 3 
	England Hockey Category 3 

	Sand based surfaces within the FIH National Parameter 
	Sand based surfaces within the FIH National Parameter 

	Essential   
	Essential   
	All adult and junior club training and league Hockey 
	EH competitions for clubs and schools  
	Intermediate or advanced schools hockey 


	England Hockey Category 4 
	England Hockey Category 4 
	England Hockey Category 4 

	All 3G surfaces 
	All 3G surfaces 

	Essential  
	Essential  
	None 

	Desirable   
	Desirable   
	Lower level hockey          (Introductory level) when no category 1-3 surface is available.   




	 
	For senior hockey teams, a full sized pitch for competitive matches must measure at least 91.4 x 55 metres excluding surrounding run off areas which must be a minimum of two metres at the sides & three metres at the ends. England Hockey preference is for four metre side and five metre end run offs, with a preferred overall area of 101.4 x 63 metres though a minimum overall area of 97.4 x 59 metres is accepted. 
	 
	It is considered that a hockey pitch can accommodate a maximum of four matches on one day (peak time) provided that the pitch has floodlighting. Training is generally midweek and requires access to a pitch and floodlights. 
	 
	 Current trends and participation – Hockey 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights a slight decrease in hockey participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.2% of the population (aged 16+) participated in hockey at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 107,800 people. The survey also indicates that 1.1% - or approximately 495,000 people – participated in the last year. 
	 The May 17/18 survey shows that participation in the last 28 days remains consistent at 0.2%, however participation in the last year decreased to 1% (approximately 459,700 people). 
	 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 4.4% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in hockey at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community hockey clubs 
	 
	 Supply 
	 Welwyn Hatfield has three sites that have full size sand or artificial grass pitches that are suitable for competitive hockey.  
	 Although there are 3 full sized hockey appropriate AGP’s in the area, all club play from local clubs is accommodated at Hertfordshire Sports Village. There is also a small amount of imported demand from Harpenden HC and Hertford HC at Queenswood School and Ridgeway Academy, which will be further explored in following sections of this report. 
	 Table 7.1 below shows details of all pitches that are suitable for competitive hockey in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Table 7.1 – Quantity overview for hockey facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Pitch Type and Size 
	Pitch Type and Size 



	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Sand Dressed (100x60) 
	Sand Dressed (100x60) 


	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Sand Dressed (100x60) 
	Sand Dressed (100x60) 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Sand Dressed (91x53) 
	Sand Dressed (91x53) 




	 
	QUALITY 
	 As part of the PPS, each site that is suitable for hockey has been assessed by an independent research team and scored according to England Hockey’s facilities framework contained within the 2013 Sport England Playing Pitch Guidance. Table 7.2 below provides a summary of the quality assessments for all hockey suitable sites in the Study Area, with assessments undertaken at two key sites. 
	 
	Table 7.2 – Quality overview for hockey facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Pitch Type and Size 
	Pitch Type and Size 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Pitch assessment score 
	Pitch assessment score 

	Availability 
	Availability 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 



	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Sand Dressed (100x60) 
	Sand Dressed (100x60) 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	93.22% - Good 
	93.22% - Good 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 


	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Sand Dressed (100x60) 
	Sand Dressed (100x60) 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Sand Dressed (91x53) 
	Sand Dressed (91x53) 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	77.42% - Standard 
	77.42% - Standard 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 




	 
	 Table 7.2 indicates that all three hockey AGPs in Welwyn Hatfield are available for community use, however there is no secured provision.  
	 All competitive hockey demand demand in the area is placed at Hertfordshire Sports Village. The site summary for the site, collected as part of the site assessment is shown below. 
	• Hertfordshire Sports Village: All maintenance work at the site is carried out by external contractors, along with contractors that are in place to monitor the quality of the AGPs. The site does not have issues with community access, apart from instances of foul language from the community club users and consequently, this is something that the university has to monitor heavily. The site does not suffer from 
	• Hertfordshire Sports Village: All maintenance work at the site is carried out by external contractors, along with contractors that are in place to monitor the quality of the AGPs. The site does not have issues with community access, apart from instances of foul language from the community club users and consequently, this is something that the university has to monitor heavily. The site does not suffer from 
	• Hertfordshire Sports Village: All maintenance work at the site is carried out by external contractors, along with contractors that are in place to monitor the quality of the AGPs. The site does not have issues with community access, apart from instances of foul language from the community club users and consequently, this is something that the university has to monitor heavily. The site does not suffer from 


	anti-social behaviour or dog fouling due to the location and also due to having sufficient security. In terms of the AGP provision, one of the 3G AGPs has shock pads built in, and can consequently be utilised for Rugby and American Football, however, the second 3G AGP does not have this.  
	anti-social behaviour or dog fouling due to the location and also due to having sufficient security. In terms of the AGP provision, one of the 3G AGPs has shock pads built in, and can consequently be utilised for Rugby and American Football, however, the second 3G AGP does not have this.  
	anti-social behaviour or dog fouling due to the location and also due to having sufficient security. In terms of the AGP provision, one of the 3G AGPs has shock pads built in, and can consequently be utilised for Rugby and American Football, however, the second 3G AGP does not have this.  


	 Demand 
	CURRENT DEMAND  
	 There are two hockey clubs using hockey facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. Welwyn Garden City HC Hockey Club, based at Hertfordshire Sports Village, is the largest club in the area. The scale of the club is demonstrated by Table 7.3, which shows the club profile by age group and gender. University of Hertfordshire HC also have a presence in Welwyn Hatfield, with some match and training demand at the university site on weekdays.  
	 There is also some level of imported demand from neighbouring local authorities that is accommodated at facilities in Welwyn Hatfield - this will be further explored within this section of the report. Table 7.3 also includes membership data for Harpenden HC and Hertford HC, two clubs that are not based within Welwyn Hatfield but currently have a number of teams accessing hockey facilities in the borough. 
	Table 7.3 – Membership data for Hockey in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Hockey club 
	Hockey club 
	Hockey club 
	Hockey club 
	Hockey club 

	M 5-10 
	M 5-10 

	F 5-10 
	F 5-10 

	M 11-13 
	M 11-13 

	F 11-13 
	F 11-13 

	M 14-16 
	M 14-16 

	F 14-16 
	F 14-16 

	M 17-18 
	M 17-18 

	F 17-18 
	F 17-18 

	M 19-21 
	M 19-21 

	F 19-21 
	F 19-21 

	M 22-25 
	M 22-25 

	F 22-25 
	F 22-25 

	M 26-35 
	M 26-35 

	F 26-35 
	F 26-35 

	M 36-45 
	M 36-45 

	F 36-45 
	F 36-45 

	M 46+ 
	M 46+ 

	F 46+ 
	F 46+ 

	Total Members 2016/17 
	Total Members 2016/17 



	University of Hertfordshire HC 
	University of Hertfordshire HC 
	University of Hertfordshire HC 
	University of Hertfordshire HC 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	14 
	14 

	30 
	30 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	- 
	- 

	47 
	47 


	Welwyn Garden City HC 
	Welwyn Garden City HC 
	Welwyn Garden City HC 

	6 
	6 

	16 
	16 

	8 
	8 

	14 
	14 

	3 
	3 

	7 
	7 

	1 
	1 

	3 
	3 

	4 
	4 

	4 
	4 

	5 
	5 

	7 
	7 

	12 
	12 

	15 
	15 

	15 
	15 

	6 
	6 

	6 
	6 

	8 
	8 

	140 
	140 


	Harpenden HC 
	Harpenden HC 
	Harpenden HC 

	25 
	25 

	42 
	42 

	22 
	22 

	27 
	27 

	28 
	28 

	16 
	16 

	11 
	11 

	6 
	6 

	1 
	1 

	- 
	- 

	5 
	5 

	5 
	5 

	11 
	11 

	16 
	16 

	24 
	24 

	10 
	10 

	17 
	17 

	3 
	3 

	269 
	269 


	Hertford HC 
	Hertford HC 
	Hertford HC 

	40 
	40 

	72 
	72 

	40 
	40 

	52 
	52 

	25 
	25 

	32 
	32 

	11 
	11 

	18 
	18 

	8 
	8 

	8 
	8 

	10 
	10 

	10 
	10 

	28 
	28 

	15 
	15 

	25 
	25 

	23 
	23 

	26 
	26 

	13 
	13 

	456 
	456 




	 The tables below highlight how the profile of hockey teams across Welwyn Hatfield creates demand for AGP match and training hours throughout the week. Senior teams train midweek, however some junior teams/development centres may train on weekends. It is important to understand that this will impact on capacity analysis when considered with the competitive match slots required above.  
	Table 7.4 – Match demand for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Number of teams 
	Number of teams 

	Competitive hours required 
	Competitive hours required 



	TBody
	TR
	Weekday 
	Weekday 

	Saturday 
	Saturday 

	Sunday 
	Sunday 


	Senior teams (16-65) 
	Senior teams (16-65) 
	Senior teams (16-65) 

	10 
	10 

	6 
	6 

	8* 
	8* 

	0 
	0 


	Junior teams (11-15) 
	Junior teams (11-15) 
	Junior teams (11-15) 

	8 
	8 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	4 
	4 




	*Includes imported demand: 1hr of adult hockey (occasional use from Harpenden HC)  
	Table 7.5 – Training demand for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Number of teams 
	Number of teams 

	Training hours required 
	Training hours required 



	TBody
	TR
	Weekday 
	Weekday 

	Saturday 
	Saturday 

	Sunday 
	Sunday 


	Senior teams (16-65) 
	Senior teams (16-65) 
	Senior teams (16-65) 

	10 
	10 

	5 
	5 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 


	Junior teams (11-15) 
	Junior teams (11-15) 
	Junior teams (11-15) 

	8 
	8 

	3* 
	3* 

	0 
	0 

	1.5 
	1.5 




	* Imported demand from Hertford HC (3hs of junior hockey) 
	KEY CLUB CONSULTATION 
	 To develop a greater understanding of the need for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield, consultations were undertaken with the Welwyn Garden City HC – the main hockey club in the study area – with a summary provided in the table below. 
	Table 7.6 – Key club consultations in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Consultation Summary 
	Consultation Summary 



	Welwyn Garden City Hockey Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Hockey Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Hockey Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Hockey Club 

	Teams  
	Teams  
	50 members from ages 6-14 (1h 30 weekly sessions) 
	3x Mens  
	4x Ladies  
	All adult teams train together for 2 hours per week 
	Home Ground: Hertfordshire Sports Village (rented from the University of Hertfordshire)  
	In the previous 3 years the club has lost the men’s 4th team due to lack of participation. However, they have seen a growth in the junior section of the club, something that they wish to continue over the next 3 years. The majority of players live within the study area, and travel 5+ miles as the University campus is very central.  
	The club is very satisfied with the quality of provision at Hertfordshire Sports Village. They have access to clean and well maintained changing facilities as well as the bar area. The pitches themselves are modern and very well maintained. The club has no reason to complain – very happy with their setup, as a result have no plans to move/ build a site of their own.  




	 
	IMPORTED AND EXPORTED DEMAND 
	 Through consultation with England Hockey and clubs located both inside and outside of the study area, the following cross-boundary demand has been identified as part of this study:  
	 Imported demand: Harpenden HC (based in St Albans City and District) utilise the facilities at Queenswood School and Hertfordshire Sports Village occasionally; and Hertford HC (based in East Herts) use Ridgeway Academy as an overspill site for junior hockey for 3 hours per week (the club feel that the pitch at this site is of poor quality and are therefore looking at hiring slots at Queenswood School) 
	 Exported demand: Royal Veterinary College HC are a Welwyn Hatfield-based club, however they currently access the facility at Furzefield Leisure Centre in Hertsmere for their weekday fixtures. There are plans for this pitch to be converted into a 3G surface, which may result in the club having to return to use facilities within Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 
	 Future demand 
	DEMAND DRIVEN BY POPULATION GROWTH 
	 In order to calculate the future demand for Hockey in the Study Area, an agreed growth rate has been used in conjunction with the current number of teams across the study area. This measure allows us to calculate the expected number of participants and subsequent number of teams that will be present by the end of the lifetime of the local plan period (2032).   
	 The growth rate has been agreed following consultation with England Hockey, based on experience and best practice from across the country. This is believed to be a more accurate projection that than provided by team generation rates (as used for the other sports included within the PPS), as it allows for the expected growth driven by success at the 2016 Rio Olympics, increasing level of junior demand across the sport and the level of informal activity such as pay and play. 
	 Table 7.7 shows the current number of members in each of the age groups and applies a 5% growth rate, in order to calculate a projected number of members and teams. 
	 It should be noted that as there is only two hockey clubs currently in Welwyn Hatfield, the future analysis and capacity analysis has been undertaken at a Study Area-wide level. 
	Table 7.7 – Future demand projections for hockey teams in Welwyn Hatfield  
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 
	Sport and Age Groups 

	No. of teams 
	No. of teams 

	5% growth 
	5% growth 

	Projected number of teams 
	Projected number of teams 



	Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 
	Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 
	Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 
	Hockey Senior Men (16-55yrs) 

	4 
	4 

	0.2 
	0.2 

	5 
	5 


	Hockey Senior Women (16-55yrs) 
	Hockey Senior Women (16-55yrs) 
	Hockey Senior Women (16-55yrs) 

	6 
	6 

	0.3 
	0.3 

	7 
	7 


	Hockey Junior Boys (5-15yrs) 
	Hockey Junior Boys (5-15yrs) 
	Hockey Junior Boys (5-15yrs) 

	4 
	4 

	0.2 
	0.2 

	5 
	5 


	Hockey Junior Girls (5-15yrs) 
	Hockey Junior Girls (5-15yrs) 
	Hockey Junior Girls (5-15yrs) 

	4 
	4 

	0.2 
	0.2 

	5 
	5 


	 
	 
	 

	18 
	18 

	0.9 
	0.9 

	22 
	22 




	 Table 7.7 illustrates that with the 5% projected growth in participation, it is expected that there will be an additional 4 (rounded to allow for a small comfort factor) teams over the period of the strategy.  
	 
	DEMAND DRIVEN BY LATENT DEMAND 
	 While a large amount of future demand will be driven by population growth, it is also likely that clubs and operators are successful in converting latent demand into actual demand, therefore increasing the number of people playing hockey. No latent demand has been identified from consultations with key hockey clubs in the area. 
	 Supply and demand balance 
	SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS 
	 To calculate whether there is any spare capacity at hockey sites in the Study Area, Table 7.8 shows the supply and demand figures for community use hockey facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. This table contains demand (in hours) from competitive matches as well as training required by local clubs (including Football training).  
	 In order to assess the availability of hockey facilities at peak times, it has been assumed that the period of highest demand for hockey matches is on a Saturday.  
	Table 7.8 – Supply and demand balance for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site name 
	Site name 
	Site name 
	Site name 
	Site name 

	Supply (hours) 
	Supply (hours) 

	Demand (Hours: training and matches) 
	Demand (Hours: training and matches) 

	Balance (hours) 
	Balance (hours) 



	TBody
	TR
	Week 
	Week 

	Sat 
	Sat 

	Sun 
	Sun 

	Week 
	Week 

	Sat 
	Sat 

	Sun 
	Sun 

	Week 
	Week 

	Sat 
	Sat 

	Sun 
	Sun 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE* 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE* 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE* 

	20 
	20 

	8 
	8 

	8 
	8 

	11 
	11 

	7 
	7 

	5.5 
	5.5 

	9 
	9 

	1 
	1 

	2.5 
	2.5 




	* The site is also used occasionally by Harpenden HC - a club that is based outside the study area – approximately twice a season for ladies’ fixtures 
	 Table 7.8 illustrates that the Hertfordshire Sports Village, which is the only facility in Welwyn Hatfield used for competitive hockey matches, is almost at capacity on Saturdays. Following consultation with England Hockey and the club users, it is evident that provision at Hertfordshire Sports Village is extremely well-used during periods of peak demand. The site is also used by the University of Hertfordshire on weekdays, however there is some spare capacity for additional demand. 
	 The supply and demand analysis for Hertfordshire Sports Village indicates that there is spare capacity on weekdays, but very limited capacity on weekends.   
	 The other two hockey suitable sites in the area have not recorded any formal hockey demand from Welwyn Hatfield-based clubs as part of the assessment. Queenswood School is available for community use on weekday evenings and weekends and used occasionally by Harpenden HC (imported demand), whilst the AGP at Ridgeway Academy is only available weekdays and accommodates some imported junior demand from Hertford HC.  
	 The impact of expected growth in hockey demand will be addressed as part of the analysis later in this section. 
	PEAK TIME CAPACITY ANALYSIS 
	 In line with the 2013 Sport England PPS guidance, this study has considered the total supply and demand for facilities, measured in match equivalent sessions per week.  
	 While this is a valuable measure of whether or not AGP facilities are at capacity, the patterns of demand should also be considered when assessing whether there are sufficient facilities across the Study Area.   
	 With this in mind, this section undertakes a peak time capacity analysis, to assess whether there are sufficient facilities during the periods that the greatest proportion of the population like to play hockey.  
	 This will indicate whether there is enough capacity to satisfy the demand where a large amount of hockey is played at the same time (e.g. are there enough match slots so that all adult and junior teams can to play at the favoured times on Saturday and Sunday?) 
	 The following assumptions on peak times have been developed, based on standard practice for competitive grass roots hockey, as well as consultation with Welwyn Garden City Hockey Club and Heaton Moor Juniors. 
	• There are 4 x 2 hours match slots on Saturday per pitch 
	• There are 4 x 2 hours match slots on Saturday per pitch 
	• There are 4 x 2 hours match slots on Saturday per pitch 

	• There are 4 x 1.5 hours match slots on Sunday per pitch 
	• There are 4 x 1.5 hours match slots on Sunday per pitch 


	 It should be noted that only Hertfordshire Sports Village has been included in the peak time capacity analysis as it is the only site in the Study Area that has regular hockey demand for matches. 
	Table 7.9: Peak time capacity analysis for Welwyn Hatfield Hockey provision (calculated in match slots) 
	Age-group (preferred match slot) 
	Age-group (preferred match slot) 
	Age-group (preferred match slot) 
	Age-group (preferred match slot) 
	Age-group (preferred match slot) 

	No. of teams 
	No. of teams 

	Peak-time demand  
	Peak-time demand  

	Peak-time Capacity  
	Peak-time Capacity  

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Commentary 
	Commentary 



	Adult (Saturday 10-6*) 
	Adult (Saturday 10-6*) 
	Adult (Saturday 10-6*) 
	Adult (Saturday 10-6*) 

	10 
	10 

	5 
	5 

	4 
	4 

	-1 
	-1 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 


	Junior (Sunday 10-4) 
	Junior (Sunday 10-4) 
	Junior (Sunday 10-4) 

	8 
	8 

	4 
	4 

	4 
	4 

	0 
	0 

	No spare capacity 
	No spare capacity 




	*Adult fixtures are occasionally played on Sunday or weekdays (depending on league rules), however for this analysis peak time adult demand is assumed to be Saturday. 
	 Table 7.9 indicates that, with the exclusive use of the full sized AGP present at Hertfordshire Sports Village, there is no spare capacity during periods of peak demand on Saturdays or Sundays.  
	SUPPLY AND DEMAND BALANCE – SPATIAL ANALYSIS 
	 Figure 7.1 overleaf provides a spatial analysis of full-size sand based AGP’s in the Study Area in order to assess whether the current provision of ‘strategic’ hockey facilities meet the needs of the local residents. These maps also include full size AGP’s from neighbouring local authorities, as there is a significant potential export of demand if the 
	facilities in neighbouring local authorities are an attractive offer for residents, with facilities that are more suitable for example. The coloured areas show the unique catchment area of each of the AGP’s, which indicates the closest AGP, within 20-minute drive time, for local residents. 
	Figure 7.1 – Spatial analysis and cross –boundary demand for sand-based AGP’s in Welwyn Hatfield, all AGP data from Active Places Power (Sport England) 
	 
	Figure
	 Capacity Analysis  
	 The following section contains the summary capacity analysis for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield. This takes into consideration the current position for hockey, as well as a 
	potential future analysis, incorporating any additional future demand identified as part of this study. 
	Table 7.10: Summary of capacity balances for hockey (all in hours) 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Supply (Hours) 
	Supply (Hours) 

	Demand (matches + training in hours) 
	Demand (matches + training in hours) 

	Balance (supply minus demand) 
	Balance (supply minus demand) 



	TBody
	TR
	Week 
	Week 

	Sat 
	Sat 

	Sun 
	Sun 

	Week 
	Week 

	Sat 
	Sat 

	Sun 
	Sun 

	Week 
	Week 

	Sat 
	Sat 

	Sun 
	Sun 


	1. All secured sites 
	1. All secured sites 
	1. All secured sites 

	This includes all secured sites and their capacity  
	This includes all secured sites and their capacity  

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	14* 
	14* 

	8* 
	8* 

	5.5 
	5.5 

	-14 
	-14 

	-8 
	-8 

	-5.5 
	-5.5 


	2. All available sites 
	2. All available sites 
	2. All available sites 

	If demand displaced out of the area came back in.  
	If demand displaced out of the area came back in.  

	60 
	60 

	16 
	16 

	16 
	16 

	14* 
	14* 

	8* 
	8* 

	5.5 
	5.5 

	46 
	46 

	8 
	8 

	10.5 
	10.5 


	3. All secured sites; FUTURE analysis 
	3. All secured sites; FUTURE analysis 
	3. All secured sites; FUTURE analysis 

	As above, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As above, but including the projected growth in demand 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	16 
	16 

	10 
	10 

	7.5 
	7.5 

	-16 
	-16 

	-10 
	-10 

	-7.5 
	-7.5 




	*Includes imported demand from Harpenden HC and Hertford HC 
	 As highlighted above, the analysis shows a clear deficit of secured hockey provision in Welwyn Hatfield. This deficit is projected to worsen when looking at the future analysis of secured sites, which includes the additional teams identified as part of the future projections. 
	 If long-term community use agreements were put in place on all hockey sites in Welwyn Hatfield, the current scenario would show a large amount of spare capacity both on weekdays and weekends. 
	 
	 Site by site analysis - protection, enhancement and provision 
	 Table 7.11 provides a justification for how the all AGP’s used for hockey should be Protected, Enhanced or Provided. 
	Table 7.11 – Site by Site Analysis for Hockey 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Sub Area 
	Sub Area 

	Pitch Type and Size 
	Pitch Type and Size 

	Quality rating 
	Quality rating 

	Balance (Total hours) 
	Balance (Total hours) 

	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 
	Justification for Protection (PR), Enhancement (E) or Provision (PV) 



	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Sand dressed (100x60) 
	Sand dressed (100x60) 

	93.22% - Good 
	93.22% - Good 

	12.5 
	12.5 
	(No spare capacity at peak times) 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. It is a key site for hockey as it accommodates all formal demand in the area (University of Hertfordshire HC and Welwyn Garden City HC train and play from here, as well as some imported demand from Harpenden HC).  
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. It is a key site for hockey as it accommodates all formal demand in the area (University of Hertfordshire HC and Welwyn Garden City HC train and play from here, as well as some imported demand from Harpenden HC).  
	This is a key site for hockey in the area, however it has been identified as being unsecured for long-term community use, therefore collaboration is required between WHBC, Welwyn Garden City HC and the University to agree a formal long-term usage agreement. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	Provision at the site is of high quality and users of the site have stated to be very pleased with the quality of the hockey pitch and ancillary facility.  No further enhancements are recommended at this site. 
	Provision at the site is of high quality and users of the site have stated to be very pleased with the quality of the hockey pitch and ancillary facility.  No further enhancements are recommended at this site. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	Although the site has some spare capacity on weekdays, it is currently reaching capacity at peak times of demand and this is likely to restrict club growth in coming years. It is not possible to provide additional hockey capacity at the site, It is therefore recommended to work with Welwyn Garden HC and explore the possibility to, if required, allocate any excess in demand at alternative sites in the area.  
	Although the site has some spare capacity on weekdays, it is currently reaching capacity at peak times of demand and this is likely to restrict club growth in coming years. It is not possible to provide additional hockey capacity at the site, It is therefore recommended to work with Welwyn Garden HC and explore the possibility to, if required, allocate any excess in demand at alternative sites in the area.  


	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Sand dressed (100x60) 
	Sand dressed (100x60) 

	84.75% - Good 
	84.75% - Good 

	No formal affiliated club demand identified 
	No formal affiliated club demand identified 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. The site is available for community use and no formal hockey demand from Welwyn Hatfield-based clubs has been identified as part of this study, however, the pitch is utilised occasionally by Harpenden HC (imported demand). It is also used for extensive school and extracurricular usage. 
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. The site is available for community use and no formal hockey demand from Welwyn Hatfield-based clubs has been identified as part of this study, however, the pitch is utilised occasionally by Harpenden HC (imported demand). It is also used for extensive school and extracurricular usage. 
	It is recommended to work with the school to put in place a long-term community use agreement to address the current lack of secured provision in the area. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	It is recommended that the school are supported in addressing the issue of slippery surface on their AGP that has been raised by site users. Should this be rectified, the school would have increased capacity for community bookings and therefore be able to accommodate any overspill demand from over capacity sites – as well as potentially serving as a home ground from Royal Veterinary HC in the case that the club relocate from their current pitch in Hertsmere. 
	It is recommended that the school are supported in addressing the issue of slippery surface on their AGP that has been raised by site users. Should this be rectified, the school would have increased capacity for community bookings and therefore be able to accommodate any overspill demand from over capacity sites – as well as potentially serving as a home ground from Royal Veterinary HC in the case that the club relocate from their current pitch in Hertsmere. 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Sand Dressed (91x53) 
	Sand Dressed (91x53) 

	77.42% - Standard 
	77.42% - Standard 

	No formal affiliated club demand identified 
	No formal affiliated club demand identified 

	PR 
	PR 

	This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. No formal hockey demand from Welwyn Hatfield-baseed clubs has been identified at the site, however a small amount of imported junior demand from Hertford HC is accommodated at the site. The pitch is also heavily used by the community, as well as by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 
	This site should be protected as playing fields in the local plan. No formal hockey demand from Welwyn Hatfield-baseed clubs has been identified at the site, however a small amount of imported junior demand from Hertford HC is accommodated at the site. The pitch is also heavily used by the community, as well as by pupils of the school for PE and other physical activity. 


	TR
	E 
	E 

	The pitch was deemed Standard as part of the assessment, however the surface is 5-10 years old and starting to show some evidence of damage. Resurfacing is likely to be required within the next 5 years 
	The pitch was deemed Standard as part of the assessment, however the surface is 5-10 years old and starting to show some evidence of damage. Resurfacing is likely to be required within the next 5 years 


	TR
	PV 
	PV 

	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 
	There are no recommendations for further facilities at this site. 




	 Hockey Summary  
	 This section summarises the findings from the hockey analysis, which will form the basis of the recommendation and action plan section for Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 7.12 includes the response to 5 key questions which are identified in the Sport England PPS Guidance Checklists. Using these key questions to summarise the findings of each of the sport chapter creates consistency, not only within the report but with similar PPS projects in neighbouring local authorities and further afield.  
	Table 7.12 – Key PPS findings for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield  
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 
	Key Question 

	Analysis 
	Analysis 



	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 
	What are the main characteristics of the current supply and demand for provision? 

	The quality of provision across the Study Area for hockey is good, given the existence of Hertfordshire Sports Village. This facility is vital to provision in Welwyn Hatfield as it accommodates all local hockey demand, generated by Welwyn Garden City HC and University of Hertfordshire HC. However, it is not secured for long term community use. There is also some level of imported demand – with Harpenden HC and Hertford HC utilising sites within the study area occasionally – and exported demand, with RVC HC 
	The quality of provision across the Study Area for hockey is good, given the existence of Hertfordshire Sports Village. This facility is vital to provision in Welwyn Hatfield as it accommodates all local hockey demand, generated by Welwyn Garden City HC and University of Hertfordshire HC. However, it is not secured for long term community use. There is also some level of imported demand – with Harpenden HC and Hertford HC utilising sites within the study area occasionally – and exported demand, with RVC HC 
	There are also another two hockey suitable pitches, which scored as Good and Standard as part of the assessment – Queenwood School and Ridgeway Academy respectively. 


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet current demand 

	All three hockey suitable pitches in Welwyn Hatfield lack security of long term community access and therefore the analysis shows a deficit of secured hockey provision across the area.  
	All three hockey suitable pitches in Welwyn Hatfield lack security of long term community access and therefore the analysis shows a deficit of secured hockey provision across the area.  
	Hertfordshire Sports Village, the only site currently used for formal hockey demand has no spare capacity during peak times of demand for adult and junior hockey and is heavily used during the week by the university teams. The hockey clubs have not identified a shortage of provision; however, this may change should the club experience growth in the near future. 


	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 
	Is the provision that is accessible of sufficient quality and appropriately maintained? 

	The existing facility Hertfordshire Sports Village is of high quality and users of the site stated to be very pleased with the pitch and ancillary provision at the site. The remaining two sites in the area both scored above the standard rating as part of the assessment.  
	The existing facility Hertfordshire Sports Village is of high quality and users of the site stated to be very pleased with the pitch and ancillary provision at the site. The remaining two sites in the area both scored above the standard rating as part of the assessment.  


	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 
	What are the main characteristics of the future supply and demand for provision 

	Future demand for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield is projected to have very little change, through a combination of population growth and the conversion of latent demand (5% growth rate as agreed by England Hockey) . It is important to recognize that the sport has also enjoyed significant growth since the Women’s gold medal at the Rio Olympics, which it is hoped will stimulate further growth at both junior and adult age groups across the country.  
	Future demand for hockey in Welwyn Hatfield is projected to have very little change, through a combination of population growth and the conversion of latent demand (5% growth rate as agreed by England Hockey) . It is important to recognize that the sport has also enjoyed significant growth since the Women’s gold medal at the Rio Olympics, which it is hoped will stimulate further growth at both junior and adult age groups across the country.  
	It should also be highlighted that RVC HC, who currently play at Furzefield Leisure Centre in Hertsmere, could potentially return to play within Welwyn Hatfield in the near future due to the potential surface conversion (to 3G) at this facility.  


	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 
	Is there enough accessible and secured community use provision to meet future demand 

	If all available sites are taken into consideration, the projected increase in demand could be satisfied at the existing hockey sites within Welwyn Hatfield. 
	If all available sites are taken into consideration, the projected increase in demand could be satisfied at the existing hockey sites within Welwyn Hatfield. 
	However, with all sites in the area lacking security of tenure, the current deficit of secured provision is likely to worsen by 2032. 
	The future peak time analysis indicates that over the lifetime of the local plan period (2032), Hertfordshire Sports Village is likely to have a deficit of capacity for demand during the peak period. As a result, it is recommended that long-term community use agreements are put in place at existing sites and clubs are encouraged to displace any excess in demand at the Sports Village to other sites in the study area. Alternatively, the option of resurfacing existing 3G AGPs or providing new sand-based pitche




	 Tennis analysis 
	 Introduction 
	 The Lawn Tennis Association (LTA) is the organisation responsible for the governance of tennis. The Hertfordshire LTA is locally responsible for the sport in terms of county teams and county-based initiatives in Welwyn Hatfield. The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies and national facility plans, that are currently being delivered by the LTA. 
	 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities for tennis and considers:   
	• The supply of courts and demand for these courts.  
	• The adequacy of courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• Recommendations moving forward.   
	 Strategic Context 
	 The LTA’s new strategy “Tennis Opened up” will take effect from January 2019.   
	 The Mission is to: Grow tennis by making it relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable.  
	 Following extensive research and collaboration with a wide range of partners, and stakeholders the insight informing the strategy points to many challenges for tennis.   
	 There is a perception that tennis is costly, difficult to access, and difficult to play, with too many people thinking that tennis starts and finishes with Wimbledon. As with many traditional sports that are struggling to compete with people’s time and attention, there is a concern that tennis is losing its relevance. 
	 In order to address these challenges, the stated mission of the strategy is to grow tennis by making it more relevant, accessible, welcoming and enjoyable. There are 3 key objectives: 
	1. Increasing the number of fans engaging with tennis from 623,602 to 1,000,000 by 2023. 
	1. Increasing the number of fans engaging with tennis from 623,602 to 1,000,000 by 2023. 
	1. Increasing the number of fans engaging with tennis from 623,602 to 1,000,000 by 2023. 

	2. Grow participation by increasing the number of adults playing tennis each year from 4,018,600 to 4,420,460. Also, increasing the frequency of adults playing tennis twice a month from 19% to 2.2%.  
	2. Grow participation by increasing the number of adults playing tennis each year from 4,018,600 to 4,420,460. Also, increasing the frequency of adults playing tennis twice a month from 19% to 2.2%.  

	3. Increase children’s participation in tennis. 
	3. Increase children’s participation in tennis. 

	4. Enable 5 new players to break into the world top 100 by 2023.  
	4. Enable 5 new players to break into the world top 100 by 2023.  


	Key elements connected to growing participation include: 
	 
	• Visibility – Broadening the relevance and increasing the visibility of tennis all year round to build engagement and participation with fans and players.  
	• Visibility – Broadening the relevance and increasing the visibility of tennis all year round to build engagement and participation with fans and players.  
	• Visibility – Broadening the relevance and increasing the visibility of tennis all year round to build engagement and participation with fans and players.  

	• Innovation – Innovate in the delivery of tennis to widen its appeal. 
	• Innovation – Innovate in the delivery of tennis to widen its appeal. 

	• Investment - Support community facilities and schools to increase the opportunities to play 
	• Investment - Support community facilities and schools to increase the opportunities to play 

	• Accessibility - Make the customer journey to playing tennis easier and more accessible for anyone 
	• Accessibility - Make the customer journey to playing tennis easier and more accessible for anyone 

	• Engagement - Engage and collaborate with everyone involved in delivering tennis in Britain, particularly coaches and volunteers to attract and maintain more people in the game. 
	• Engagement - Engage and collaborate with everyone involved in delivering tennis in Britain, particularly coaches and volunteers to attract and maintain more people in the game. 


	• Performance - Create a pathway for British champions that nurtures a diverse team of players, people and leaders. 
	• Performance - Create a pathway for British champions that nurtures a diverse team of players, people and leaders. 
	• Performance - Create a pathway for British champions that nurtures a diverse team of players, people and leaders. 

	• Leadership - Lead tennis in Britain to the highest standard so it is a safe, welcoming, well-run sport. 
	• Leadership - Lead tennis in Britain to the highest standard so it is a safe, welcoming, well-run sport. 


	Specifically for indoor tennis: the LTA’s future investment is based on detailed analysis of potential demand through the country and has identified 96 priority target areas in England, Scotland and Wales for the development of new indoor courts.  
	To shape the new facilities and ensure they provide opportunities for people to get active through tennis in a way that is right for them, the LTA has also developed a model design and indicative costings for new community indoor tennis centres. The investment from the LTA for these will be provided in the form of an interest free strategic loan scheme.  
	The new facilities being developed will add to the current total of more than 1,400 indoor courts at over 300 venues across the country, including the existing network of community indoor tennis centres (CITCs) supported by the LTA, commercial clubs and tennis club venues. 
	 
	 The LTA has a strategic priority to grow the number of indoor tennis courts in Great Britain to realise its ambition to Open Up tennis and provide all year round tennis. Part of this strategic plan is to protect and maintain all existing indoor tennis venues as well as increasing provision of indoor courts in areas of greatest need. In 2019 the LTA completed a comprehensive mapping report, this concluded that Welwyn & Hatfield is currently in an area that is served well for indoor provision via Gosling Spo
	 
	 Gosling Sports Park is part of the LTAs CITC network of indoor centres and as such any changes to tennis provision at the site would be subject to LTA input and consultation 
	 
	 The graphics overleaf represent an extract of the LTA national strategy and identify the importance of local authority park courts and facilities for the future priorities of the LTA 
	 Lawn Tennis Association Insight 
	 The LTA has conducted some wide-ranging research to understand what the wider public feel about tennis and primarily the main barriers they see to access the sport. The research has been split into the club, community and education sectors. The relevant headlines from the parks and community sections area highlighted below: 
	• Around 5m pick up a racket once a year and play – majority of this in parks. 
	• 36% of tennis played by those aged 14+ is on parks (14% Clubs and 22% Schools). 
	• For those that don’t play tennis but would like to 80% would see a park court as their first option. 
	• For people who want to play tennis in parks, they are most dissatisfied with state and condition of courts, ease of booking and the number of courts available to play. 
	• Demand for tennis is amongst those who stopped playing in the last 5 years – but the age profile is wide ranging – from 14+ upwards demand for parks tennis is strong. 
	• Although there is demand amongst C2DE demographic classification the highest latent demand is for ABC 1 demographic classification. 
	  
	 
	 The Sport England Active People Survey confirms the seasonal participation peaks in the summer. This is particularly pronounced amongst non-club and occasional players. 
	 It is key to note that the correlation between the lack of ‘community’ tennis in the non-summer months is likely to be heavily influenced by the lack of floodlighting, which is often a characteristic of local authority owned courts.  
	 Further research carried out by the LTA suggests that many more people would play tennis if they knew where courts were located, particularly local authority courts. Its assertion is that better promotion would increase conversion of latent demand. 
	 Technology development is evolving, and it is now possible for an access gate to be connected to the internet via 3G / Wi-Fi. The key pad can be used to open the gate with a code, automatically generated by the LTA online booking system ‘clubspark’. Courts can be booked via mobile phone tablets and laptop / desktop. The booking system manages payments for the courts alongside a number of other customer relationship features. 
	 It is hoped that increasing the awareness, the ease of bookings and the security of facilities from petty crime and vandalism will increase the conversion of latent demand to actual demand across the country. The LTA are therefore keen to work with local authorities, especially those in areas of high population, to deliver fit-for-purpose projects at sites with community access. 
	 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	 
	 
	 Current trends and participation – Tennis 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights a slight decrease in tennis participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 1.9% of the population (aged 16+) participated in tennis at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 840,200 people. The survey also indicates that 6.9% - or approximately 3,092,800 people – participating in the last year. 
	 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that 1.9% of the population participated in the last 28 days (consistent with the previous year) and 6.6%, or approximately 2,971,300 people, participated in the last year. 
	 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 6.3% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in tennis at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community tennis clubs. 
	 Supply Analysis 
	 The following table provides a breakdown of tennis courts in the area (please note that this table refers to courts and not sites). The quality rating of a site is calculated using the following LTA criteria:  
	● Good: Good playing surface, courts recently been upgraded, resurfaced, nets and fencing in working order. 
	● Good: Good playing surface, courts recently been upgraded, resurfaced, nets and fencing in working order. 
	● Good: Good playing surface, courts recently been upgraded, resurfaced, nets and fencing in working order. 

	● Standard– Court colour is fading or showing signs of wear. The surface remains largely intact. The court life, prior to needing resurfacing, would be extended for up to 5 years by cleaning and repainting of the existing surface. 
	● Standard– Court colour is fading or showing signs of wear. The surface remains largely intact. The court life, prior to needing resurfacing, would be extended for up to 5 years by cleaning and repainting of the existing surface. 

	● Poor: Playing surface poor, slippery playing surface, poor drainage, cracks on the playing surface and surrounding area, court markings hardly visible, no nets or nets damaged, surrounding fencing poor/dangerous. 
	● Poor: Playing surface poor, slippery playing surface, poor drainage, cracks on the playing surface and surrounding area, court markings hardly visible, no nets or nets damaged, surrounding fencing poor/dangerous. 


	 
	  Table 8.1: Outdoor tennis provision by site 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Community Use 
	Community Use 

	Security of Community Use 
	Security of Community Use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 

	Maintenance 
	Maintenance 

	All Courts 
	All Courts 

	Surface 
	Surface 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Quality 
	Quality 



	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Private 
	Private 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	6 
	6 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	4 
	4 

	Good 
	Good 


	Chancellor's School** 
	Chancellor's School** 
	Chancellor's School** 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	School, College or University 
	School, College or University 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	5 
	5 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) 
	David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) 
	David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Private 
	Private 

	Commercial Management 
	Commercial Management 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	6 
	6 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	6 
	6 

	Good 
	Good 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Community Use 
	Community Use 

	Security of Community Use 
	Security of Community Use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 

	Maintenance 
	Maintenance 

	All Courts 
	All Courts 

	Surface 
	Surface 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Quality 
	Quality 



	Dellcott Family Tennis Club 
	Dellcott Family Tennis Club 
	Dellcott Family Tennis Club 
	Dellcott Family Tennis Club 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Club 
	Club 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	3 
	3 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	Digswell Playing Fields 
	Digswell Playing Fields 
	Digswell Playing Fields 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Local Authority (in house) 
	Local Authority (in house) 

	Other (please specify) 
	Other (please specify) 

	1 
	1 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	1 
	1 

	Good 
	Good 


	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Private  
	Private  

	Commercial 
	Commercial 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	5 
	5 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	5 
	5 

	Good 
	Good 


	King George Playing Field 
	King George Playing Field 
	King George Playing Field 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Local Authority (in house) 
	Local Authority (in house) 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	6 
	6 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	6 
	6 

	Good 
	Good 


	Newgate Street Village Hall 
	Newgate Street Village Hall 
	Newgate Street Village Hall 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Local Authority (in house) 
	Local Authority (in house) 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	2 
	2 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Good 
	Good 


	Orchard Lawn Tennis Club 
	Orchard Lawn Tennis Club 
	Orchard Lawn Tennis Club 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	3 
	3 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	0 
	0 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club* 
	Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club* 
	Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club* 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Private 
	Private 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	3 
	3 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	3 
	3 

	Good 
	Good 


	TR
	2 
	2 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 


	Queenswood School 
	Queenswood School 
	Queenswood School 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 

	Education 
	Education 

	School, College or University 
	School, College or University 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	7 
	7 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Good 
	Good 


	Sherrardswood School 
	Sherrardswood School 
	Sherrardswood School 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Education 
	Education 

	School, College or University 
	School, College or University 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	2 
	2 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Good 
	Good 


	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 
	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 
	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	6 
	6 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	6 
	6 

	Good 
	Good 


	TR
	4 
	4 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	4 
	4 




	* Club’s lease end’s on 1/5/2019 and the site is being redeveloped as a hotel complex. ** Consultation with Sport England revealed that there is currently a planning application being considered for redeveloping the site’s court for a sports hall with a new games court being provided to replace the existing one, however this would be 4 courts. 
	* Club’s lease end’s on 1/5/2019 and the site is being redeveloped as a hotel complex. ** Consultation with Sport England revealed that there is currently a planning application being considered for redeveloping the site’s court for a sports hall with a new games court being provided to replace the existing one, however this would be 4 courts. 
	 

	 
	 
	 Key site summaries 
	 Table 8.2 below summarises the key tennis sites in Welwyn Hatfield 
	 Provisional findings from the supply-side analysis: 
	• There is a total of 61outdoor tennis courts across 13 sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• There is a good coverage of community accessible courts across the study area, it is to be highlighted that community access at club sites is reduced, within Welwyn Hatfield, along with a lack of good process at park sites reducing the availability to the community.  
	• 10 out of 13 sites are considered to be of good quality, with the remaining two sites being of average quality. 
	• There are 35 floodlit courts in the study area. 
	 
	Table 8.2: Key Site Summary 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Summary 
	Summary 



	Ponsbourne Tennis Club 
	Ponsbourne Tennis Club 
	Ponsbourne Tennis Club 
	Ponsbourne Tennis Club 

	At present on site are five good quality tennis courts, three of which are floodlit, and a small organised clubhouse.   
	At present on site are five good quality tennis courts, three of which are floodlit, and a small organised clubhouse.   
	The tennis club has been built up from nothing by the two Directors of Tennis & coaches, Tony Scott & Keith Garber, by using their own personal money, through good planning, physical hard work, organisation, and a passionate enthusiasm to create a first-class tennis club & facilities for the local community. This has also been helped along with a specific tennis court renovation contribution from the site owners. 
	The club has grown in size dramatically over recent years; however, there has been a slight decline in recent years due to promised potential developments by the landlords falling through & the insecurity of the whole estate being sold. 
	The key priorities for the club, in terms of developments, is to add a sixth court on site, and expand the size & improve the current clubhouse, with new changing rooms/showers/toilets, larger/open social lounge & bar/refreshment area, fitness studio, kitchen, and pro shop. 
	The tennis club is seen as a hub in the community, and one which can supply high quality & pleasant sports/social facilities, social tennis, coaching, and tournament tennis to the local community. 
	The club has now been informed by their landlords that the land has been sold and the new owners are going to build a hotel complex. A number of the tennis courts will be retained on site but will be used only for hotel guests and will not be available for community use. Their lease ends on 01/05/19 and so at this moment the club and their 270 members will be without a tennis facility. 


	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 
	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 
	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 

	Along with outdoor tennis provision, the site can bubble off two of the outdoor courts for winter usage. The club have 11 years left on their lease to the council, where the parish council take half the land and the district council take the other half. The club have had three courts recently resurfaced, along with floodlighting, through LTA funding. These courts are in great condition and the club maintain these suitably, along with good maintenance to all courts. The site do not have any issues with the c
	Along with outdoor tennis provision, the site can bubble off two of the outdoor courts for winter usage. The club have 11 years left on their lease to the council, where the parish council take half the land and the district council take the other half. The club have had three courts recently resurfaced, along with floodlighting, through LTA funding. These courts are in great condition and the club maintain these suitably, along with good maintenance to all courts. The site do not have any issues with the c


	King George Playing Field 
	King George Playing Field 
	King George Playing Field 

	The site appears to be owned and managed by the parish council. There is an ancillary facility and adult 11v11 football pitch to the south of the site, included in the assessment, there is potential for this area to have different ownership and management, potentially Cuffley FC; however, this is hard to determine as there was no consultation on site. 
	The site appears to be owned and managed by the parish council. There is an ancillary facility and adult 11v11 football pitch to the south of the site, included in the assessment, there is potential for this area to have different ownership and management, potentially Cuffley FC; however, this is hard to determine as there was no consultation on site. 




	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Summary 
	Summary 



	TBody
	TR
	Along with football provision, there are also six floodlit synthetic grass tennis courts and an ancillary which appears to meet this demand and are part of Northaw and Cuffley Lawn Tennis Club. The site is open from all sides, yet does not appear to suffer from dog fouling or anti-social behaviour. The pitches appear to be well used and the drainage seems to be sufficient which may be aided by the gradual slope of the site. There is also sufficient play area and MUGA facilities on site, 5v5, and these are w
	Along with football provision, there are also six floodlit synthetic grass tennis courts and an ancillary which appears to meet this demand and are part of Northaw and Cuffley Lawn Tennis Club. The site is open from all sides, yet does not appear to suffer from dog fouling or anti-social behaviour. The pitches appear to be well used and the drainage seems to be sufficient which may be aided by the gradual slope of the site. There is also sufficient play area and MUGA facilities on site, 5v5, and these are w




	 
	 
	 Supply vs Demand 
	 Table 8.3 below shows how the total estimated membership capacity for each Club and Community site calculated by the LTA from existing data. Tables 8.4 and 8.5, also below, shows the capacity for membership at each of these sites. 
	Table 8.3: LTA membership capacity calculations  
	Court Type 
	Court Type 
	Court Type 
	Court Type 
	Court Type 

	Membership Capacity 
	Membership Capacity 


	Non-floodlit outdoor 
	Non-floodlit outdoor 
	Non-floodlit outdoor 

	40 
	40 


	Floodlit outdoor 
	Floodlit outdoor 
	Floodlit outdoor 

	60 
	60 


	Grass outdoor 
	Grass outdoor 
	Grass outdoor 

	20 
	20 


	Park Site 
	Park Site 
	Park Site 

	250 
	250 


	Education Site 
	Education Site 
	Education Site 

	100 
	100 




	 
	Table 8.4: Tennis site capacity scores  
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	All Courts 
	All Courts 

	Surface 
	Surface 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Quality 
	Quality 

	Capacity 
	Capacity 



	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 

	6 
	6 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	4 
	4 

	Good 
	Good 

	320 
	320 


	Chancellor's School 
	Chancellor's School 
	Chancellor's School 

	5 
	5 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Standard 
	Standard 

	200 
	200 


	David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) 
	David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) 
	David Lloyd Club (Hatfield) 

	6 
	6 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	6 
	6 

	Good 
	Good 

	360 
	360 


	Dellcott Family Tennis Club 
	Dellcott Family Tennis Club 
	Dellcott Family Tennis Club 

	3 
	3 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Standard 
	Standard 

	120 
	120 


	Digswell Playing Fields 
	Digswell Playing Fields 
	Digswell Playing Fields 

	1 
	1 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	1 
	1 

	Good 
	Good 

	60 
	60 


	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 

	5 
	5 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	5 
	5 

	Good 
	Good 

	300 
	300 


	King George Playing Field 
	King George Playing Field 
	King George Playing Field 

	6 
	6 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	6 
	6 

	Good 
	Good 

	360 
	360 


	Newgate Street Village Hall 
	Newgate Street Village Hall 
	Newgate Street Village Hall 

	2 
	2 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Good 
	Good 

	80 
	80 


	Orchard Lawn Tennis Club 
	Orchard Lawn Tennis Club 
	Orchard Lawn Tennis Club 

	3 
	3 

	Synthetic Grass 
	Synthetic Grass 

	0 
	0 

	Standard 
	Standard 

	120 
	120 


	Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club 
	Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club 
	Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club 

	3/2 
	3/2 

	Synthetic Grass/ Macadam 
	Synthetic Grass/ Macadam 

	3/0 
	3/0 

	Good 
	Good 

	200 
	200 


	Queenswood School 
	Queenswood School 
	Queenswood School 

	7 
	7 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Good 
	Good 

	280 
	280 


	Sherrardswood School 
	Sherrardswood School 
	Sherrardswood School 

	2 
	2 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	0 
	0 

	Good 
	Good 

	80 
	80 


	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 
	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 
	Welwyn Hatfield Tennis Club 

	6/4 
	6/4 

	Synthetic Grass/ Macadam 
	Synthetic Grass/ Macadam 

	6/4 
	6/4 

	Good 
	Good 

	480 
	480 




	 
	Table 8.5: Demand of Community Tennis Courts in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Current Membership 
	Current Membership 

	Current Capacity 
	Current Capacity 

	Balance 
	Balance 



	Orchard Tennis Club 
	Orchard Tennis Club 
	Orchard Tennis Club 
	Orchard Tennis Club 

	200 
	200 

	120 
	120 

	-80 
	-80 


	Brookmans Park 
	Brookmans Park 
	Brookmans Park 

	200 
	200 

	320 
	320 

	120 
	120 


	Ponsbourne Tennis Club 
	Ponsbourne Tennis Club 
	Ponsbourne Tennis Club 

	277 
	277 

	200 
	200 

	-77 
	-77 


	Total 
	Total 
	Total 

	677 
	677 

	640 
	640 

	-37 
	-37 


	Total – after closure of Ponsbourne TC 
	Total – after closure of Ponsbourne TC 
	Total – after closure of Ponsbourne TC 

	677 
	677 

	440* 
	440* 

	-237 
	-237 




	 
	*Assumes that members Ponsbourne Tennis Club continue to play Tennis elsewhere in the borough. 
	 Table 8.6: Demand of All Tennis Courts in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Number of courts 
	Number of courts 
	Number of courts 
	Number of courts 
	Number of courts 

	Capacity 
	Capacity 

	Tennis Demand 
	Tennis Demand 



	TBody
	TR
	Actual Demand 
	Actual Demand 

	Latent Demand 
	Latent Demand 

	Total Demand 
	Total Demand 


	61 
	61 
	61 

	2960 
	2960 

	2026 
	2026 

	2214 
	2214 

	4240 
	4240 




	 
	 Table 8.6 shows that courts accessible to the community in Welwyn Hatfield have a capacity for 2960 people to play tennis compared to an estimated actual demand of 2026 people. This means that tennis facilities in Welwyn Hatfield are currently operating at 68% of their operational capacity.* 
	* This is subject to change. Ponsbourne Tennis Club site is being redeveloped after the club’s lease runs out on 01/05/19, leading to a reduction of capacity by 200. This will mean that tennis facilities will be at 73% of their operational capacity, when considering demand as a whole in Welwyn Hatfield.  
	* This is subject to change. Ponsbourne Tennis Club site is being redeveloped after the club’s lease runs out on 01/05/19, leading to a reduction of capacity by 200. This will mean that tennis facilities will be at 73% of their operational capacity, when considering demand as a whole in Welwyn Hatfield.  

	 It should also be noted that the LTA are looking to convert between 5-10% of latent demand into actual demand through schemes such as Pay-and-Play and Parks tennis schemes. In Welwyn Hatfield therefore, the estimated level of realistic demand to be achieved in the short to medium term is 424. Given that the current level of membership at clubs is 677, this means that demand generated by 424 people with a casual demand for tennis should be met through pay and play or free to access courts, along with spare 
	  
	 
	 
	 Supply vs Demand 
	 Table 8.7 below outlines the key emerging issues and development priorities, from clubs within Welwyn Hatfield that responded to 4globals survey. 
	Table 8.7: Club consultation summaries 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Club Summary 
	Club Summary 




	Orchard Tennis 
	Orchard Tennis 
	Orchard Tennis 
	Orchard Tennis 
	Orchard Tennis 

	The club requested that owner (i.e. the Council) provides more support with regard to maintaining the road to the club (which also provides access to local garages) and giving greater rights to prevent unauthorised people parking on the land which the club have rights over and are responsible for under the terms of their lease. The clubs main main priorities are to increase the number of members and re-stabilise the coaching programme. The club has run successfully for many years and will probably continue 
	The club requested that owner (i.e. the Council) provides more support with regard to maintaining the road to the club (which also provides access to local garages) and giving greater rights to prevent unauthorised people parking on the land which the club have rights over and are responsible for under the terms of their lease. The clubs main main priorities are to increase the number of members and re-stabilise the coaching programme. The club has run successfully for many years and will probably continue 
	 


	Brookmans Park 
	Brookmans Park 
	Brookmans Park 

	In terms of key priorities for the club, there is a need for new court surfaces and outdated Clubhouse furniture, with the hope of increasing quality of provision along with attracting members, is a key priority for the club. 
	In terms of key priorities for the club, there is a need for new court surfaces and outdated Clubhouse furniture, with the hope of increasing quality of provision along with attracting members, is a key priority for the club. 




	 
	Table 8.8: Summary of Findings and LTA Consultation 
	KEY FINDINGS 
	KEY FINDINGS 
	KEY FINDINGS 
	KEY FINDINGS 
	KEY FINDINGS 


	 
	 
	 
	Supply: 
	• There are 68 outdoor courts across 13 sites 
	• There are 68 outdoor courts across 13 sites 
	• There are 68 outdoor courts across 13 sites 

	• There are 35 floodlit courts across the study area 
	• There are 35 floodlit courts across the study area 

	• Across Welwyn Hatfield, sites are currently under-operating at 68% of their capacity 
	• Across Welwyn Hatfield, sites are currently under-operating at 68% of their capacity 


	Demand: 
	• Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool indicates that 2026 people currently play tennis in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool indicates that 2026 people currently play tennis in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• Sport England’s Market Segmentation Tool indicates that 2026 people currently play tennis in Welwyn Hatfield. 

	• Across the 61 courts, there is a capacity for 2960 people, however the current demand in Welwyn Hatfield for Tennis is below this, at 2326. 
	• Across the 61 courts, there is a capacity for 2960 people, however the current demand in Welwyn Hatfield for Tennis is below this, at 2326. 


	Supply vs Demand: 
	• The current level of total demand for tennis facilities in Welwyn Hatfield means that across the study area, the current stock of courts is under-operating at 68% of their capacity. 
	• The current level of total demand for tennis facilities in Welwyn Hatfield means that across the study area, the current stock of courts is under-operating at 68% of their capacity. 
	• The current level of total demand for tennis facilities in Welwyn Hatfield means that across the study area, the current stock of courts is under-operating at 68% of their capacity. 

	• It is apparent that there is an over-supply of tennis courts that are available to the community in the study area, however when considering the conversion of latent demand, the sites are operating over capacity.  
	• It is apparent that there is an over-supply of tennis courts that are available to the community in the study area, however when considering the conversion of latent demand, the sites are operating over capacity.  


	LTA:  
	At this current time there is a healthy balance between actual demand and Capacity. Despite this, in order to convert latent demand into actual demand, the council may have to look at how they are managing their park facilities. In order to cater for increasing demand, the existing park facilities may need to be expanded or improved to have a greater carrying capacity. This point may become more apparent when considering the loss of tennis provision available to the community at Ponsbourne Tennis Club.  




	 Netball analysis 
	 Introduction 
	 Netball in England is administered by Netball England, the national governing body for the sport. 
	 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are currently being delivered by Netball England 
	 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities for tennis and considers:   
	• The supply of courts and demand for these courts.  
	• The adequacy of courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• Recommendations moving forward.   
	VISION, MISSION AND VALUES 
	 The 10-1-1 policy refers to three key targets for the sport:  
	• Aspire to establish netball as a top 10 participation sport in England 
	• Aspire to establish netball as the first-choice team sport for women and girls. 
	• Aspire to achieve and maintain Number 1 World ranking status.   
	STRATEGIC GOALS 
	 In achieving these 3 central aspirations, England Netball has established 4 strategic goals:  
	• Grow Participation in the netball by an average of 10,000 participants per year 
	• Deliver a 1st class member and participant experience 
	• Deliver a 1st class member and participant experience 
	• Deliver a 1st class member and participant experience 

	• Establish the national team as number 1 in the world by winning the World Netball Championships 
	• Establish the national team as number 1 in the world by winning the World Netball Championships 

	• Lead an effective and progressive infrastructure enabling all involved in the netball experience to collaborate as one team aligned behind one dream 
	• Lead an effective and progressive infrastructure enabling all involved in the netball experience to collaborate as one team aligned behind one dream 


	GUIDING PRINCIPALS 
	 Finally, Netball England has identified 9 guiding principles to help shape decision making within the organisation:  
	• We are a customer-focused sport business. We will always place the participant at the heart of everything we do and provide the best quality service we can but we will balance that with the need to grow and manage a sustainable business 
	• We will value and respect the contribution and needs of our volunteer workforce who are integral to our success  
	• We will centrally coordinate and locally deliver our portfolio of programmes and products targeting resources at the point of need (one size does not fit all), by ensuring pathways are integrated and securing a return to on our investment (financially or socially) creating capacity to reinvest in the business and deliver long-term sustainability 
	• We will centrally coordinate and locally deliver our portfolio of programmes and products targeting resources at the point of need (one size does not fit all), by ensuring pathways are integrated and securing a return to on our investment (financially or socially) creating capacity to reinvest in the business and deliver long-term sustainability 
	• We will centrally coordinate and locally deliver our portfolio of programmes and products targeting resources at the point of need (one size does not fit all), by ensuring pathways are integrated and securing a return to on our investment (financially or socially) creating capacity to reinvest in the business and deliver long-term sustainability 


	• We will be innovative and progressive in our thinking, always connecting short-term actions to medium-term strategies and long-term goals, while striving to improve the quality and standard of what we do and how we do it. 
	• We will be innovative and progressive in our thinking, always connecting short-term actions to medium-term strategies and long-term goals, while striving to improve the quality and standard of what we do and how we do it. 
	• We will be innovative and progressive in our thinking, always connecting short-term actions to medium-term strategies and long-term goals, while striving to improve the quality and standard of what we do and how we do it. 

	• We will work as ‘one team aligned to one dream’ for the benefit of netball in England and as such we will succeed or fail together. 
	• We will work as ‘one team aligned to one dream’ for the benefit of netball in England and as such we will succeed or fail together. 

	• We will work in partnership and collaboration where there is a mutual benefit in terms of operational effectiveness and efficiency, value for money and added value for participants in netball. 
	• We will work in partnership and collaboration where there is a mutual benefit in terms of operational effectiveness and efficiency, value for money and added value for participants in netball. 

	• We will develop, enable and encourage programmes and activities that have a positive and beneficial impact on the lives of netball participants. 
	• We will develop, enable and encourage programmes and activities that have a positive and beneficial impact on the lives of netball participants. 

	• We will establish integrated planning and process pathways that enable rather than constrain service excellence, making England Netball easy to do business with and add value to the participant. 
	• We will establish integrated planning and process pathways that enable rather than constrain service excellence, making England Netball easy to do business with and add value to the participant. 

	• We will recognise and celebrate individual and collective contributions and success. 
	• We will recognise and celebrate individual and collective contributions and success. 


	DELIVERY METHODS 
	 In order to deliver the strategic goals of netball, Netball England has established multiple participation programmes. These programmes are detailed below: 
	Traditional 7-aside: 7 aside is the longstanding format of the game that most girls are introduced to at school. The game is played to a professional level as part of the Netball Super league to regional amateur leagues around the country. 
	Back to Netball: A key participation programme for netball, Back to Netball sessions are run nationally with the intention of reintroducing women back into the sport. Netball England report that over 60,000 women have taken part in these sessions since 2010. 
	Netball Now: A turn up and play session of netball with an emphasis on low organisation for the player, with no assigned teams or organised leagues. Netball Now targeted at 16-21year olds and is seen as a partner to the Back to Netball programme. 
	High 5: The entry game for netball targeted at children aged 9-11. The game can be mixed or single sex and is designed to get children playing the game in an active and enjoyable way. 
	I Heart Leagues: Designed to provide a social and gentle introduction into match play. The leagues are designed for players who have participated in the Back to Netball program or Social Players looking for a weekly, light but competitive game. 
	Netball in the City: An annual competition that targets corporate teams based around central venues in large cities. The closest league to Welwyn is in Welwyn Garden City. 
	Nets: A fast, tactical variant of 7 aside netball, Nets is a high impact version of netball played exclusively indoors in high tensions cages. The closest Nets venue to Welwyn is ‘Play on’ in Whitechapel. 
	Walking Netball: A slower version of the 7 aside game played only at walking pace. The programme is targeted at older demographics with a key focus on sociability and enjoyment. 
	 Current trends and participation – Netball 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights a slight decrease in netball participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.6% of the population (aged 16+) participated in netball at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 282,000 people. The survey also indicates that 2.2% - or approximately 968,000 people – participating in the last year. 
	 Whilst the May 17/18 survey shows that participation in the last 28 days remains consistent at 0.6%, however participation in the last year is reduced to 2.1%(approximately 963,000 people). 
	 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 5.9% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in netball at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community netball clubs  
	 Supply 
	 The following section will detail the supply of outdoor netball facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 9.1 below shows the outdoor provision of netball courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 9.2 below shows the indoor provision of netball courts in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 
	Table 9.1 Outdoor Netball Facilities  
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management Type 
	Management Type 

	Courts 
	Courts 

	Surface 
	Surface 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Available to community 
	Available to community 

	Overall Rating 
	Overall Rating 


	Bishops Hatfield School 
	Bishops Hatfield School 
	Bishops Hatfield School 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	6 
	6 

	3x Tarmac 
	3x Tarmac 

	No 
	No 

	Available 
	Available 

	3x Tarmac (Standard) 
	3x Tarmac (Standard) 


	TR
	3x Macadam 
	3x Macadam 

	3x Macadam (Good) 
	3x Macadam (Good) 


	DeHavilland Primary School 
	DeHavilland Primary School 
	DeHavilland Primary School 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	Tarmac 
	Tarmac 

	No 
	No 

	Not Available 
	Not Available 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	Herts Sports Village (De Hav Campus) 
	Herts Sports Village (De Hav Campus) 
	Herts Sports Village (De Hav Campus) 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	2 
	2 

	Tarmac 
	Tarmac 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	Available 
	Available 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	9 
	9 

	Macadam 
	Macadam 

	Yes 
	Yes 

	Available 
	Available 

	Good 
	Good 




	 
	 
	Table 9.2: Indoor Netball Facilities  
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management Type 
	Management Type 

	Courts 
	Courts 

	Surface 
	Surface 

	Floodlit 
	Floodlit 

	Available to community 
	Available to community 

	Overall Rating 
	Overall Rating 


	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	Indoor 
	Indoor 

	No 
	No 

	Available 
	Available 

	Good 
	Good 


	Birchwood Leisure Centre 
	Birchwood Leisure Centre 
	Birchwood Leisure Centre 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	1 
	1 

	Indoor 
	Indoor 

	No 
	No 

	Available 
	Available 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	Bishops Hatfield School 
	Bishops Hatfield School 
	Bishops Hatfield School 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	Indoor 
	Indoor 

	No 
	No 

	Available 
	Available 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	4 
	4 

	Indoor 
	Indoor 

	No 
	No 

	Available  
	Available  

	Good 
	Good 


	Ridgeway Academy 
	Ridgeway Academy 
	Ridgeway Academy 

	Education 
	Education 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 
	1 

	Indoor 
	Indoor 

	No 
	No 

	Available 
	Available 

	Standard 
	Standard 




	 
	 
	Table 9.3: Selected Site Summaries 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Summary 
	Summary 


	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 

	The Stanborough Netball Centre is a nationally recognised outdoor sports facility built to national governing body specifications in 2016 and with support from England Netball, Sport England and WHBC. It is a key netball site in Hertfordshire and acts as a netball academy and a centre of excellence. 
	The Stanborough Netball Centre is a nationally recognised outdoor sports facility built to national governing body specifications in 2016 and with support from England Netball, Sport England and WHBC. It is a key netball site in Hertfordshire and acts as a netball academy and a centre of excellence. 
	Provision at the site includes nine high-quality floodlit courts that are well utilised by the community, along with a suitable ancillary facility.  
	Stanborough School is the home of both the Welwyn Hatfield League and County Netball Association. It has also hosted the national school’s competition for the past two years.  
	The condition of the courts are good and have been resurfaced recently. There is suitable, secure parking on site, along with appropriate fencing around the netball courts and around the site as a whole. The site does not appear to suffer from anti-social behaviour or dog fouling.  


	Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	Hertfordshire Sports Village 

	The site hast a wide range of indoor provision that are available to the community and heavily used, including three good quality netball courts. 
	The site hast a wide range of indoor provision that are available to the community and heavily used, including three good quality netball courts. 
	Netball is a key performance sport at the University and is becoming known nationwide as one of the sector’s most successful programmes, with the first team recently having won the BUCS National Championship in 2017-18. 
	The site also hosts the Saracens Mavericks, who compete in the Vitality Netball Superleague.  




	 
	 Demand 
	 Table 9.4 shows the facilities that are used for competitive netball matches in Welwyn and the number of hours of demand placed on them. 
	 Table 9.4 shows that there is a total of 12.5 hours of netball demand across the borough. 
	 
	Table 9.4: Match Demand for Netball in Welwyn Hatfield  
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Total Number of Netball Courts 
	Total Number of Netball Courts 

	Weekly Demand for matches (hours) 
	Weekly Demand for matches (hours) 



	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 

	10  
	10  

	8.5 
	8.5 


	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 

	3 
	3 

	4 
	4 




	 Table 9.5 shows the facilities that are used for netball training in Welwyn Hatfield and the number of hours of demand placed on them. 
	Table 9.5: Training demand for Netball in Welwyn Hatfield (Outdoor) 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Total Number of Netball Courts 
	Total Number of Netball Courts 

	Weekly Demand for training (hours) 
	Weekly Demand for training (hours) 


	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 

	10  
	10  

	7 
	7 


	Birchwood Leisure Centre 
	Birchwood Leisure Centre 
	Birchwood Leisure Centre 

	1  
	1  

	2.5 
	2.5 


	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Village 

	3 
	3 

	3.5 
	3.5 


	Ridgeway Academy 
	Ridgeway Academy 
	Ridgeway Academy 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 




	 All clubs were invited to form part of the Netball Consultation. Table 9.6 shows a summary of the consultations provided by the one responding club, Hatfield Netball Club. Other clubs have been included but a direct consultation was not undertaken. 
	Table 9.6: Summary of demand and consultations from Netball clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Consultation Summary 
	Consultation Summary 



	Hatfield Netball Club 
	Hatfield Netball Club 
	Hatfield Netball Club 
	Hatfield Netball Club 

	There are 350 senior members present in the club, with matches based at Stanborough School for at least 7 hours a week. The club do not feel as though they have reached full capacity but have highlighted key issues preventing them from expanding. The club have suggested that there is a lack of accessible community courts, both indoor and outdoor, within Welwyn Hatfield. The club hope that with the opportunity to play at better quality facilities, this will allow them to improve the quality of netball presen
	There are 350 senior members present in the club, with matches based at Stanborough School for at least 7 hours a week. The club do not feel as though they have reached full capacity but have highlighted key issues preventing them from expanding. The club have suggested that there is a lack of accessible community courts, both indoor and outdoor, within Welwyn Hatfield. The club hope that with the opportunity to play at better quality facilities, this will allow them to improve the quality of netball presen
	Training 
	Juniors: 
	2.5 hours @ Birchwood Leisure Centre per week 
	2.5 hours @ Stanborough School per week 
	1.5 hours @ University of Hertfordshire Sports Village per week 
	Adults: 
	2 hours @ University of Hertfordshire Sports Village per week 
	2 hours @ Ridgeway Academy per week 
	3 hours @ Stanborough School 


	SAS Netball Club* 
	SAS Netball Club* 
	SAS Netball Club* 

	SAS Netball club have 5 adult netball teams and 9 junior netball teams. They host adult and junior tournaments at Stanborough School. Much of their training is done at facilities outside of the Welwyn Hatfield border. 
	SAS Netball club have 5 adult netball teams and 9 junior netball teams. They host adult and junior tournaments at Stanborough School. Much of their training is done at facilities outside of the Welwyn Hatfield border. 
	Training 
	Juniors: 
	1.5 hours @ Stanborough School per week 


	Kardale netball club* 
	Kardale netball club* 
	Kardale netball club* 

	The club has 5 senior teams and 6 junior teams. The first team (Pinks) play in Herts League Division 3 and the games are played at Stanborough School on Sundays. Additionally, their Sunday league and Tuesday evening league are played at Stanborough School.  
	The club has 5 senior teams and 6 junior teams. The first team (Pinks) play in Herts League Division 3 and the games are played at Stanborough School on Sundays. Additionally, their Sunday league and Tuesday evening league are played at Stanborough School.  


	Saracens Mavericks 
	Saracens Mavericks 
	Saracens Mavericks 

	Consultation with the club was not possible, this is an elite club that competes in the Vitality Netball Superleague and plays home matches at the Hertfordshire Sports Village. As well as the Superleague team, the cub also has U21, U19 and U17 squads. 
	Consultation with the club was not possible, this is an elite club that competes in the Vitality Netball Superleague and plays home matches at the Hertfordshire Sports Village. As well as the Superleague team, the cub also has U21, U19 and U17 squads. 




	*Teams that did not respond to 4global’s survey. 
	 Summary and Recommendations 
	 The section examines the supply and demand for indoor and outdoor netball facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 There are four recorded outdoor netball facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, with a combined total of 18 courts. 
	 All outdoor and indoor courts are located on sites related to education and local authority. 
	 The audit has also highlighted the underutilisation of outdoor facilities in the study area. 
	 
	 
	 Lacrosse analysis 
	 Introduction and Strategic Context 
	 England Lacrosse is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and elite Lacrosse in England, with the season operating from September to April.  
	ENGLAND LACROSSE 10 YEAR STRATEGY (2012-2022) 
	 In 2012, England Lacrosse published it’s 10year strategy, stating that the overall vision of England Lacrosse in this time is ‘being to be recognised as a major team sport in England’. This is coupled with the mission to promote and develop lacrosse, in all its forms, by working with its members, stakeholders and others to ensure that opportunities exist for individuals to participate and achieve excellence in the sport of Lacrosse 
	 The following key values underpin the strategy: 
	• Excellence: Provide a high-quality experience and interaction with all our members and other parties  
	• Accountability: Recognise that we have clear responsibilities and commit to ethical, equitable and safe practices and challenge exclusion and poor practice  
	• Respect: Value the contribution of all  
	• Integrity: Act at all time with openness and transparency to build mutual trust and co-operation with members and stakeholders  
	• Teamwork: Value the contributions of individuals and work collectively as a team 
	• Inclusivity: An enjoyable experience for all  
	KEY OUTCOMES 
	 The 10 year strategy includes the following key objectives and priorities relevant to the PPS: 
	• Increased Membership  
	• Increased and diverse sources of funding  
	• Greater access to appropriate facilities  
	• Staging national and international events  
	• Establishing national centres  
	ORGANISATIONAL ACTIONS 
	 Along with key outcomes, organisational actions have been identified by England Lacrosse in order to achieve the intended outcomes  
	• To develop the business and provide greater financial independence from government support, by increasing the number of members and their financial contribution to the organisation  
	• Developing a range of commercial partnerships to support the sport in order to ensure access to appropriate training and playing facilities by developing a national facilities strategy  
	ENGLAND LACROSSE BUSINESS PLAN 2016-2020 
	 In 2016, England Lacrosse published the England Lacrosse Business Plan for the next four years. This document again highlighted the vision of becoming a recognised major team sport along with specifying key target groups. The document states that England Lacrosse will focus operations on female and male participation between the age range of 10-30 years of age. This plan will encompass: 
	• School age lacrosse up to 18 
	• Club expansion through developing the INTO recreational brand  
	• 12month participation programme  
	• Relevant events to support participation growth  
	• A more commercially minded approach to the operational priorities  
	ENGLAND LACROSSE DIVERSITY POLICY AND ACTION PLAN 2017-2021 
	 The England Lacrosse Diversity Policy and Action plan spans a four-year period and is crucial to ensuring that the expansion of participation continues, profile enhancement continues and that more partners join the organisation in achieving its goals. The strategy adds an interesting consideration with regard to PPS: 
	• Raise awareness of key organisational decisions regarding gender diversity  
	• Implement effective processes to develop diverse board recruitment from lacrosse core market populations, stakeholders and networks  
	• Ensure that England Lacrosse maintains a diverse leadership, equipped to act as ambassadors for equality, diversity and inclusion in all that they do  
	 Current trends and participation – Lacrosse 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights that lacrosse participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18) has remained consistent at 0.1% of the population, or approximately 60,900 people. 
	 In addition, the Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 0.1% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in lacrosse at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community lacrosse clubs 
	 Supply 
	 There are two sites in Welwyn Hatfield comprising of 1 lacrosse pitch each. Lacrosse sites across the study area are shown in Table 10.1 by the number of pitches, to reflect the significance of each ownership and management type. 
	Table 10.1 – Ownership of Lacrosse pitches in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Organisation Type 
	Organisation Type 
	Organisation Type 
	Organisation Type 
	Organisation Type 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 



	Education 
	Education 
	Education 
	Education 

	2 
	2 

	2 
	2 




	 
	 Table 10.1 shows that all formal pitch provision in the study area is based at education sites, and consequently the site manage all competitive fixtures and training, and do not have to export demand to outside of the study area. 
	 Table 10.2 provides a breakdown of the Lacrosse sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Table 10.2 – Lacrosse Site Breakdown of Security of Community Use 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Postcode 
	Postcode 

	Community use on site 
	Community use on site 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Pitches 
	Pitches 

	Rating 
	Rating 



	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre 

	YO10 5NA 
	YO10 5NA 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured Hired 
	Unsecured Hired 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 senior 
	1 senior 

	Good 
	Good 


	Applecroft School 
	Applecroft School 
	Applecroft School 

	AL8 6LA 
	AL8 6LA 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured Hired 
	Unsecured Hired 

	Education 
	Education 

	1 senior 
	1 senior 

	Standard 
	Standard 




	 
	 Demand 
	 There are 2 club’s that have been identified as playing Lacrosse in Welwyn Hatfield. Their home-grounds and the number of members they field are detailed in Table 10.3, along with consultation reviews found in Table 10.4 
	Table 10.3: Lacrosse profiles for clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 

	Home Ground 
	Home Ground 

	No. of active members 
	No. of active members 


	Welwyn Warriors Lacrosse Club 
	Welwyn Warriors Lacrosse Club 
	Welwyn Warriors Lacrosse Club 

	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre/ Applecroft School 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre/ Applecroft School 

	40 
	40 


	University of Hertfordshire Lacrosse Club* 
	University of Hertfordshire Lacrosse Club* 
	University of Hertfordshire Lacrosse Club* 

	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre 
	University of Hertfordshire Sports Centre 

	- 
	- 


	Total 
	Total 
	Total 

	40 
	40 




	*teams that did not respond to 4globals demand survey. 
	 
	Table 10.4: Summary of demand consultations from Lacrosse Clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Consultation Summary 
	Consultation Summary 



	Welwyn Warriors Lacrosse Club 
	Welwyn Warriors Lacrosse Club 
	Welwyn Warriors Lacrosse Club 
	Welwyn Warriors Lacrosse Club 

	We used to have an NGB supported development programme, which came to a sudden end with new Visa restrictions, two years ago. This effectively destroyed our youth development programme and our ability to promote women’s lacrosse. We have just started to rebuild our junior programme but have not been able to make progress on rebuilding our women’s section. We aim to continue to rebuild our junior section. We also still have in our Club development programme the ambition to re-establish a women’s section and 
	We used to have an NGB supported development programme, which came to a sudden end with new Visa restrictions, two years ago. This effectively destroyed our youth development programme and our ability to promote women’s lacrosse. We have just started to rebuild our junior programme but have not been able to make progress on rebuilding our women’s section. We aim to continue to rebuild our junior section. We also still have in our Club development programme the ambition to re-establish a women’s section and 
	 
	3G pitch is used for matches (men’s senior league takes place on Saturday afternoons). We use the hockey astro for mid-week training under flood lights one night a week and also try to share a fitness session with the University's men’s lacrosse team at the College Lane site. 
	 
	We would like to train on 3G - which is more appropriate for a body contact sport like lacrosse - but it is not available - hence the use of the Hockey Astro turf which is too hard. We would ideally like a longer-term commitment to the 




	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 
	Club 

	Consultation Summary 
	Consultation Summary 



	TBody
	TR
	security of the 3G pitch on a Saturday - which is critical to our participation in the League. Instead we have to wait for confirmation that we have the pitch on a year by year basis. 
	security of the 3G pitch on a Saturday - which is critical to our participation in the League. Instead we have to wait for confirmation that we have the pitch on a year by year basis. 
	 
	Women’s league lacrosse games take place on a Sunday. We will struggle to find a facility again if we do have a women’s team as this conflicts with peak time for other sports like football etc. Also, junior lacrosse games also tend to take place on Sunday - so pitch space is again an issue. 
	 
	Our training costs during the winter are by far our biggest financial burden and we struggle to find a way of meeting them each year. Also, it means that we generally have to find ways of cross subsiding our junior section - as whilst we collect money from juniors, we often cannot charge full cost recovery rates if we weren’t to encourage participation. 
	 
	Finally, our NGB is very poorly resourced, therefore we effectively are left to our own devices to promote and develop what is a minority sport. We are members of WHSPAA and the Herts Sports Partnership and have found their help and support very valuable in recent years, given that situation. 
	 
	Also, we have found finding venues to host training, matches and competitions extremely difficult over the years. Despite the pitch requirements for lacrosse not being that different from football, we find a resistance to us being able to hire facilities even when they are available - allegedly due to concerns about dual marking of pitches, playing surface pressure etc. It would be helpful going forward that when new 3G facilities come on stream, and community use agreements are negotiated, that the needs o




	 
	 England Lacrosse consultation – key strategic focus 
	 Through consultation with England Lacrosse, the following three key areas of strategic focus for Lacrosse in Welwyn Hatfield have been identified: 
	 Supporting local club and their current and future participation needs, 
	 Supporting the growth of Lacrosse within the higher education sector, including the University of Hertfordshire with exit routes for Lacrosse players, supporting transition into community playing opportunities, 
	 Supporting the Lacrosse playing schools and re-engagement with POP Lacrosse, providing junior programmes and exit routes for players within community Lacrosse. 
	 Golf analysis 
	 Introduction  
	 England Golf are the governing body of amateur golf in England  
	 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are currently being delivered by the England Golf  
	 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities for golf and considers: 
	• The supply of facilities and demand for these, 4global data  
	• The adequacy of facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, 4global data  
	• A facility planning enquiry from England Golf, detailing key overarching priorities and issues within Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are currently being delivered by the England Golf  
	 England Golf is the national governing body responsible for grassroots and elite Golf in England, with the season operating from September to April.  
	 Strategic Context  
	 Golf is the fifth largest participation sport in the country, with around 650,000 members belonging to one of 1900 affiliated clubs and a further 2 million people playing golf independently outside of club membership. Since 2004, participation and club membership has been in decline and has only recently shown signs of levelling off. 
	 England Golf published the ‘Raising Our Game’ strategy in 2014, which clearly defined the organisation’s strategic direction for the 2014-2017 window. This document highlights the need for a strategy to enhance market understanding of current golf facilities, one of the key considerations to increasing participation, and map alongside segmentation 
	 Jigsaw research were commissioned by England Golf in 2015, in order to create a market segmentation which is specific to golf. The research identified that 24% of adults in England are potential players. This is made up of: 9% current players, 8% lapsed players and 7% latent players – amounting to a target market of 9.6 million. It also provided England Golf with 9 defined profiles and clearly identified behaviours, motivations and barriers within each one 
	 England Golf’s mapping report is able to identify the total number of golfers within a 20-minute catchment. This number will include current, lapsed and latent golfers – the full 24% 
	 Table 11.1 below outlines the key findings from the consultation with England Golf  
	Table 11.1: Golf England Consultation Summary 
	England Golf 
	England Golf 
	England Golf 
	England Golf 
	England Golf 




	Improved market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their existing members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. Customer focus is critical to this success. Given the high level of demand across both club based and independent profiles, there is clearly scope for the existing clubs to offer additional non-traditional playing opportunities wherever appropriate. As each club/facility has its own place in the market, there may also be further opportunities for some
	Improved market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their existing members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. Customer focus is critical to this success. Given the high level of demand across both club based and independent profiles, there is clearly scope for the existing clubs to offer additional non-traditional playing opportunities wherever appropriate. As each club/facility has its own place in the market, there may also be further opportunities for some
	Improved market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their existing members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. Customer focus is critical to this success. Given the high level of demand across both club based and independent profiles, there is clearly scope for the existing clubs to offer additional non-traditional playing opportunities wherever appropriate. As each club/facility has its own place in the market, there may also be further opportunities for some
	Improved market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their existing members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. Customer focus is critical to this success. Given the high level of demand across both club based and independent profiles, there is clearly scope for the existing clubs to offer additional non-traditional playing opportunities wherever appropriate. As each club/facility has its own place in the market, there may also be further opportunities for some
	Improved market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their existing members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. Customer focus is critical to this success. Given the high level of demand across both club based and independent profiles, there is clearly scope for the existing clubs to offer additional non-traditional playing opportunities wherever appropriate. As each club/facility has its own place in the market, there may also be further opportunities for some




	 
	MARKET SEGMENTS 
	• Relaxed Members: focus is on enjoying the game, not fanatical but like to play regularly 
	• Relaxed Members: focus is on enjoying the game, not fanatical but like to play regularly 
	• Relaxed Members: focus is on enjoying the game, not fanatical but like to play regularly 

	• Older Traditionalists: have a deep love for golf and take the game seriously 
	• Older Traditionalists: have a deep love for golf and take the game seriously 

	• Younger Traditionalists: focus on competing and playing well in a social setting. Really enjoy golf but also have other demands on their time. 
	• Younger Traditionalists: focus on competing and playing well in a social setting. Really enjoy golf but also have other demands on their time. 

	• Younger Fanatics: focus on competition and playing well. Really enjoy playing but also have many other interests  
	• Younger Fanatics: focus on competition and playing well. Really enjoy playing but also have many other interests  

	• Younger Actives: balance between playing and socialising. Enjoy golf ‘now and then’ 
	• Younger Actives: balance between playing and socialising. Enjoy golf ‘now and then’ 

	• Late Enthusiasts: enjoy but do not love the game. This group could love golf if time pressures were alleviated. More about playing the game rather than socialising  
	• Late Enthusiasts: enjoy but do not love the game. This group could love golf if time pressures were alleviated. More about playing the game rather than socialising  

	• Occasional: social side is much more important a motivator than the game. Enjoy playing but little passion for golf  
	• Occasional: social side is much more important a motivator than the game. Enjoy playing but little passion for golf  

	• Time Pressed: focus is on spending time with the family/ partner — this is a bigger draw than golf itself. Enjoy the game, but little passion.  
	• Time Pressed: focus is on spending time with the family/ partner — this is a bigger draw than golf itself. Enjoy the game, but little passion.  

	• Social Couples: focus is on spending time with the family/ partner. This is a bigger draw than golf itself. Enjoy the game, but little passion. 
	• Social Couples: focus is on spending time with the family/ partner. This is a bigger draw than golf itself. Enjoy the game, but little passion. 

	• Casual Fun: only real appeal is social side Enjoy the game now and again, but no enthusiasm for golf 
	• Casual Fun: only real appeal is social side Enjoy the game now and again, but no enthusiasm for golf 


	 Table 11.2 below shows how the estimated demand generated by these segments in broken down  
	Table 11.2: Demand Breakdown by Segment 
	Segment 
	Segment 
	Segment 
	Segment 
	Segment 

	Active 
	Active 

	Lapsed 
	Lapsed 

	Latent 
	Latent 



	1: Relaxed Members 
	1: Relaxed Members 
	1: Relaxed Members 
	1: Relaxed Members 

	86% 
	86% 

	6% 
	6% 

	8% 
	8% 


	2: Older Traditionalists 
	2: Older Traditionalists 
	2: Older Traditionalists 

	96% 
	96% 

	4% 
	4% 

	0% 
	0% 


	3: Younger Traditionalists 
	3: Younger Traditionalists 
	3: Younger Traditionalists 

	74% 
	74% 

	26% 
	26% 

	0% 
	0% 


	4: Younger Fanatics 
	4: Younger Fanatics 
	4: Younger Fanatics 

	79% 
	79% 

	21% 
	21% 

	0% 
	0% 


	5: Younger Actives 
	5: Younger Actives 
	5: Younger Actives 

	30% 
	30% 

	35% 
	35% 

	35% 
	35% 


	6: Late Enthusiasts 
	6: Late Enthusiasts 
	6: Late Enthusiasts 

	28% 
	28% 

	33% 
	33% 

	39% 
	39% 


	7: Occasional Time Pressed 
	7: Occasional Time Pressed 
	7: Occasional Time Pressed 

	23% 
	23% 

	43% 
	43% 

	34% 
	34% 


	8: Social Couples 
	8: Social Couples 
	8: Social Couples 

	36% 
	36% 

	34% 
	34% 

	31% 
	31% 


	9: Casual Fun 
	9: Casual Fun 
	9: Casual Fun 

	26% 
	26% 

	48% 
	48% 

	26% 
	26% 




	 Current trends and participation – Golf 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights that golf participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18) has remained consistent 
	 Both the May 16/17 and May 17/18 surveys indicate that 2.1% of the population (aged 16+) participated in golf at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 
	945,700 people. The surveys also indicates that 9.2% - or approximately 4,125,500 people – participating in the last year. 
	 The Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 0.3% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in golf at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community clubs. 
	 Supply  
	 This section summarises the supply of golf facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Table 11.3 below details the supply of Golf Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Table 11.3: Golf Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 

	Maintenance 
	Maintenance 

	Facility 
	Facility 

	Quality  
	Quality  



	Brockett Hall Golf Club 
	Brockett Hall Golf Club 
	Brockett Hall Golf Club 
	Brockett Hall Golf Club 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Private 
	Private 

	Private 
	Private 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	Golf 18 Std 
	Golf 18 Std 

	Good 
	Good 


	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Private 
	Private 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	Golf 18 Std 
	Golf 18 Std 

	Good 
	Good 


	Essendon Country Club 
	Essendon Country Club 
	Essendon Country Club 
	 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Private 
	Private 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	Driving Range 
	Driving Range 

	Good 
	Good 


	TR
	Golf 18 Std 
	Golf 18 Std 


	Mill Green Golf Club 
	Mill Green Golf Club 
	Mill Green Golf Club 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Private 
	Private 

	Commercial Management 
	Commercial Management 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	Golf 18 Std 
	Golf 18 Std 

	Good 
	Good 


	Panshanger Golf Complex 
	Panshanger Golf Complex 
	Panshanger Golf Complex 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Commercial Management 
	Commercial Management 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	Golf 18 Std 
	Golf 18 Std 

	Standard 
	Standard 


	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Club 
	Club 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	In house team 
	In house team 

	Golf 18 Std 
	Golf 18 Std 

	Poor 
	Poor 




	 
	 Table 11.3 shows there are 6 golf facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. All of the sites offer 18-hole courses, with multiple site having a pro shop present. The largest owner of facilities are private entities (66%), with there being one authority owned course within the study area. 
	COURSE QUALITY 
	 Table 11.3 shows that 66% of the golf courses located in Welwyn Hatfield are scored as ‘Good’, with the one site being of standard condition, and with one poor site present also. It should be noted that this site has been scored as poor due to the vandalism and anti-social behaviour that is present. 
	COURSE QUALITY 
	 Table 11.4 summaries each of the golf sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Table 1.3: Golf Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Notes 
	Notes 




	Essendon Country Club 
	Essendon Country Club 
	Essendon Country Club 
	Essendon Country Club 
	Essendon Country Club 

	There is no other sporting provision on site, other than the golf facilities. The club have 1000 members and offer both full memberships and also pay and play options for non-members. Due to the maintenance arrangement on site, there is suitable equipment and resources on hand, and the course reflects this. The site has no issues at present, however they are potentially looking at establishing pod accommodation on site - this is set to go to planning shortly however no other information regarding this could
	There is no other sporting provision on site, other than the golf facilities. The club have 1000 members and offer both full memberships and also pay and play options for non-members. Due to the maintenance arrangement on site, there is suitable equipment and resources on hand, and the course reflects this. The site has no issues at present, however they are potentially looking at establishing pod accommodation on site - this is set to go to planning shortly however no other information regarding this could


	Panshanger Golf Complex 
	Panshanger Golf Complex 
	Panshanger Golf Complex 

	Along with outdoor provision, there are also two squash courts and a restaurant present. The site is well maintained throughout and has a range of membership options for community access. The site has suitable car parking and is open at all sides. There does not appear to be any issues with anti-social behaviour or vandalism, as expected, and there are no outstanding issues present on site. No further information could be obtained due to no consultation being present on site. 
	Along with outdoor provision, there are also two squash courts and a restaurant present. The site is well maintained throughout and has a range of membership options for community access. The site has suitable car parking and is open at all sides. There does not appear to be any issues with anti-social behaviour or vandalism, as expected, and there are no outstanding issues present on site. No further information could be obtained due to no consultation being present on site. 


	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 

	The course is owned and managed by the golf club and maintained to a high level by a 6-man in-house team of groundsmen. The course is 18-holes and there is a short and long-distance practice area. The club does not have a pitch&putt area or a driving range due to lack of available space and little demand or request by the members. The clubhouse has 2 large male and female changing rooms, a large bar/function area and a dining hall upstairs, equipped with a large kitchen for functions or events. The course i
	The course is owned and managed by the golf club and maintained to a high level by a 6-man in-house team of groundsmen. The course is 18-holes and there is a short and long-distance practice area. The club does not have a pitch&putt area or a driving range due to lack of available space and little demand or request by the members. The clubhouse has 2 large male and female changing rooms, a large bar/function area and a dining hall upstairs, equipped with a large kitchen for functions or events. The course i


	Brookman Park Golf Club 
	Brookman Park Golf Club 
	Brookman Park Golf Club 

	No consultation on site. There are 6 tennis courts present onsite, with 4 being synthetic grass and 2 being macadam in terms of surface type. The synthetic grass courts are floodlit, however, floodlights on the macadam courts are not present. There is evidence of moulding and surface damage present on the synthetic grass courts however the macadam courts appear to have been resurfaced more recently and therefore do not show signs of such wear. The courts are joined with a suitable ancillary and car parking 
	No consultation on site. There are 6 tennis courts present onsite, with 4 being synthetic grass and 2 being macadam in terms of surface type. The synthetic grass courts are floodlit, however, floodlights on the macadam courts are not present. There is evidence of moulding and surface damage present on the synthetic grass courts however the macadam courts appear to have been resurfaced more recently and therefore do not show signs of such wear. The courts are joined with a suitable ancillary and car parking 




	 
	FACILITY PLANNING ENQUIRY: WELWYN HATFIELD -EASTERN 
	Background 
	 Golf is the fifth largest participation sport in the Country, with around 650,000 members belonging to one of 1900 affiliated clubs and a further 2 million people playing golf independently outside of club membership. Since 2004, participation and club membership has been in decline and has only recently shown signs of levelling off 
	 England Golf published the ‘Raising Our Game’ strategy in 2014, which clearly defined the organisation’s strategic direction for the 2014-2017 window. This document highlighted the need for a strategy to enhance market understanding of the size and shape of the golfing market and to map alongside the golfing facilities catering for that demand 
	 Jigsaw research were commissioned by England Golf in 2015, in order to create a market segmentation which is specific to golf. The research identified that 24% of adults in England are potential players. This is made up of – 9% current players, 8% lapsed players and 7% latent players – amounting to c.9.6 million people in total. It also provided England Golf with 9 defined profiles and clearly identified behaviours, motivations and barriers within each one 
	 England Golf then worked with LCMB, facility consultancy, to utilise the segmentation work to develop a facility strategy and create some practical tools to overlay supply with demand. When looking at a club, Local Authority or Region, our mapping report is able to identify the total number of golfers within a 20-minute catchment. This number will include current, lapsed and latent golfers – the full 24% 
	Methodology 
	 The mapping tool is a statistical data engine that identifies golfing demand within a 20-minute drive of each golf facility within England. It does this by utilising the demographic information taken from the CACI Acorn model and applies a statistical analysis to convert demographics into a likely breakdown of the 9 golfing profiles, as identified by the Jigsaw Research 
	 The tool allows us to identify the dominant profiles within the catchment area and review by Region and Local Authority and also by a specific club/facility. This can then be used to predict likely demand for each type of facility and to support informed marketing, development and investment decisions 
	 The facilities at each golf club are also included, so we can review and cross-check information listed within any additional supporting documents such as number of holes, number of courses, number of driving range bays, championship courses (during the next 3 years) and performance centres (England Golf). 
	 In addition to the mapping tool, we have guidance on ‘Understanding Your Market’ for the type of golfing experience that particular profiles are looking for, which enables facilities to adapt their offer to cater for a range of different needs 
	 Local knowledge and desk-based research will also help to paint a fuller picture of the golfing opportunities available within the surrounding area. Each of these is intended to be offered to clubs in a structured manner in conjunction with England Golf 
	Analysis 
	 Within Welwyn Hatfield there are 6 affiliated clubs and 1 non-affiliated facility. 
	  
	Figure
	 
	 The demand for golf within the borough and the region by profile as follows:  
	Profile Name 
	Profile Name 
	Profile Name 
	Profile Name 
	Profile Name 

	Average number of people per club/facility/local authority (within 20-minute drive time*) 
	Average number of people per club/facility/local authority (within 20-minute drive time*) 



	TBody
	TR
	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Region 
	Region 


	TR
	Welwyn Hatfield 
	Welwyn Hatfield 

	Eastern 
	Eastern 


	1: Relaxed Members  
	1: Relaxed Members  
	1: Relaxed Members  

	10073 
	10073 

	5886 
	5886 


	2: Older Traditionalists  
	2: Older Traditionalists  
	2: Older Traditionalists  

	9398 
	9398 

	5232 
	5232 


	3: Younger Traditionalists  
	3: Younger Traditionalists  
	3: Younger Traditionalists  

	9917 
	9917 

	5705 
	5705 


	4: Younger Fanatics  
	4: Younger Fanatics  
	4: Younger Fanatics  

	10312 
	10312 

	5627 
	5627 


	5: Younger Actives  
	5: Younger Actives  
	5: Younger Actives  

	9855 
	9855 

	5665 
	5665 


	6: Late Enthusiasts  
	6: Late Enthusiasts  
	6: Late Enthusiasts  

	9791 
	9791 

	5461 
	5461 


	7: Occasional Time Pressed  
	7: Occasional Time Pressed  
	7: Occasional Time Pressed  

	9960 
	9960 

	5702 
	5702 


	8: Social Couples  
	8: Social Couples  
	8: Social Couples  

	9372 
	9372 

	5459 
	5459 


	9: Casual Fun  
	9: Casual Fun  
	9: Casual Fun  

	10649 
	10649 

	5738 
	5738 




	*The figures represent the number of people within each profile, within a 20-minute drive time of each club/facility. It is averaged to ensure no double counting and is therefore at its most accurate at club/facility level 
	 
	 
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  

	Average Number of People per Affiliated Facility (within 20-minute drive time*) 
	Average Number of People per Affiliated Facility (within 20-minute drive time*) 



	TBody
	TR
	Affiliated Club 
	Affiliated Club 

	Affiliated Club 
	Affiliated Club 

	Affiliated Club 
	Affiliated Club 

	Affiliated Club 
	Affiliated Club 


	TR
	Brocket Hall Golf & Country Club 
	Brocket Hall Golf & Country Club 

	Brookmans Park Golf Club 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 

	Essendon Country Club 
	Essendon Country Club 

	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 


	1: Relaxed Members  
	1: Relaxed Members  
	1: Relaxed Members  

	9826 
	9826 

	10726 
	10726 

	5743 
	5743 

	13635 
	13635 


	2: Older Traditionalists  
	2: Older Traditionalists  
	2: Older Traditionalists  

	9224 
	9224 

	10191 
	10191 

	5365 
	5365 

	12840 
	12840 


	3: Younger Traditionalists  
	3: Younger Traditionalists  
	3: Younger Traditionalists  

	9712 
	9712 

	10224 
	10224 

	5679 
	5679 

	13361 
	13361 


	4: Younger Fanatics  
	4: Younger Fanatics  
	4: Younger Fanatics  

	10155 
	10155 
	Figure

	11301 
	11301 

	5878 
	5878 

	14153 
	14153 


	5: Younger Actives  
	5: Younger Actives  
	5: Younger Actives  

	9637 
	9637 

	10500 
	10500 

	5625 
	5625 

	13367 
	13367 


	6: Late Enthusiasts  
	6: Late Enthusiasts  
	6: Late Enthusiasts  

	9607 
	9607 

	10701 
	10701 

	5581 
	5581 

	13397 
	13397 


	7: Occasional Time Pressed  
	7: Occasional Time Pressed  
	7: Occasional Time Pressed  

	9753 
	9753 

	10472 
	10472 

	5693 
	5693 

	13480 
	13480 


	8: Social Couples  
	8: Social Couples  
	8: Social Couples  

	9134 
	9134 

	10125 
	10125 

	5341 
	5341 

	12728 
	12728 


	9: Casual Fun  
	9: Casual Fun  
	9: Casual Fun  

	10497 
	10497 

	11977 
	11977 

	6054 
	6054 

	14717 
	14717 




	 
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  
	Profile Name  

	Average Number of People per Affiliated Facility (within 20-minute drive time*) 
	Average Number of People per Affiliated Facility (within 20-minute drive time*) 



	TBody
	TR
	Affiliated Club 
	Affiliated Club 

	Affiliated Club 
	Affiliated Club 

	Affiliated Club 
	Affiliated Club 


	TR
	Mill Green Golf Club 
	Mill Green Golf Club 

	Panshanger Golf Club 
	Panshanger Golf Club 

	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club 


	1: Relaxed Members  
	1: Relaxed Members  
	1: Relaxed Members  

	11322 
	11322 

	7023 
	7023 

	12234 
	12234 


	2: Older Traditionalists  
	2: Older Traditionalists  
	2: Older Traditionalists  

	10523 
	10523 

	6375 
	6375 

	11270 
	11270 


	3: Younger Traditionalists  
	3: Younger Traditionalists  
	3: Younger Traditionalists  

	11117 
	11117 

	7153 
	7153 

	12172 
	12172 


	4: Younger Fanatics  
	4: Younger Fanatics  
	4: Younger Fanatics  

	11523 
	11523 

	6873 
	6873 

	12299 
	12299 


	5: Younger Actives  
	5: Younger Actives  
	5: Younger Actives  

	11060 
	11060 

	6852 
	6852 

	11945 
	11945 


	6: Late Enthusiasts  
	6: Late Enthusiasts  
	6: Late Enthusiasts  

	10966 
	10966 

	6576 
	6576 

	11712 
	11712 


	7: Occasional Time Pressed  
	7: Occasional Time Pressed  
	7: Occasional Time Pressed  

	11167 
	11167 

	7024 
	7024 

	12129 
	12129 


	8: Social Couples  
	8: Social Couples  
	8: Social Couples  

	10539 
	10539 

	6430 
	6430 

	11308 
	11308 


	9: Casual Fun  
	9: Casual Fun  
	9: Casual Fun  

	11897 
	11897 

	6850 
	6850 

	12554 
	12554 




	 
	 In addition, the table below provides the most recent affiliated membership numbers along with some commentary from the local Club Support Officer and Regional Manager  
	 
	Affiliated Club Name  
	Affiliated Club Name  
	Affiliated Club Name  
	Affiliated Club Name  
	Affiliated Club Name  

	2015 Numbers 
	2015 Numbers 

	2016 Numbers 
	2016 Numbers 

	2017 Numbers 
	2017 Numbers 



	Brockett Hall Golf & Country Club  
	Brockett Hall Golf & Country Club  
	Brockett Hall Golf & Country Club  
	Brockett Hall Golf & Country Club  

	599 
	599 

	130 
	130 

	- 
	- 


	Brookmans Park Golf Club  
	Brookmans Park Golf Club  
	Brookmans Park Golf Club  

	695 
	695 

	490 
	490 

	477 
	477 


	Essendon Country Club  
	Essendon Country Club  
	Essendon Country Club  

	669 
	669 

	747 
	747 

	882 
	882 


	Mill Green Golf Club  
	Mill Green Golf Club  
	Mill Green Golf Club  

	790 
	790 

	862 
	862 

	714 
	714 


	Panshanger Golf Club  
	Panshanger Golf Club  
	Panshanger Golf Club  

	189 
	189 

	175 
	175 

	142 
	142 


	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club  
	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club  
	Welwyn Garden City Golf Club  

	574 
	574 

	570 
	570 

	542 
	542 


	Gosling Sports Park  
	Gosling Sports Park  
	Gosling Sports Park  

	Non-Affiliated 
	Non-Affiliated 




	 
	 Brockett Hall Golf & Country Club is a proprietary golf club set in a large country estate. It has two 18-hole golf courses, a 7-hole short course and practice facilities that are both covered and uncovered. The golf courses are kept in excellent condition all year around. The facility caters to a high-end market, and also has a high-end restaurant and hotel rooms on site 
	 Brookmans Park Golf club is an 18-hole parkland member’s club. There is a short practice area but no driving range or covered facilities. The club have 3 PGA professionals that run beginner and junior coaching, as well as offering individual lessons to more established golfers 
	 Essendon Country Club is a proprietary owned golf club with two 18 holes golf courses. The club also have a driving range (with covered area), swing studio and short game area. The club cater for a wide range of customers and continue to grow their membership. There is a team of three PGA Professionals which offer coaching for all ages and abilities. They also run junior and ladies academies, with academy membership available before full membership. The club are GolfMark accredited 
	 Mill Green Golf Club is a proprietary owned golf club, by Crown Golf. It has an 18-hole golf course and driving range, which has some covered areas. There is one PGA Professional, who runs coaching for all abilities. This covers Get in to Golf sessions, improver sessions, one to one coaching and junior academy coaching. Membership continues to be stable 
	 Panshanger Golf Club is situated at Panshanger Golf Complex, which is a municipal site run by Better Leisure. It has an 18-hole golf course, footgolf, an indoor simulator and pro shop  
	 Welwyn Garden City Golf Club is an 18-hole member’s golf club, situated on the outskirts of Welwyn Garden City. There is a pro shop on site with a PGA Professional offering coaching opportunities. The clubs’ membership continues to be stable, with an area of identified growth around women and girls. 
	DRIVING RANGES 
	 There are four Golf driving ranges within Welwyn Hatfield. The facilities at Brockett Hall Golf Club, Mill Green Golf Club, Gosling Sports Park (covered) and Essendon Country Club are all available on a Pay and Play basis. 
	 Map 11.1 overleaf illustrates the provision of Golf driving ranges in Welwyn Hatfield and surrounding areas. 
	 
	Map 11.1: Driving range provision by access type – Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring local authorities 
	Figure
	 To show the impact of a potential loss of the Pay & Play driving range facilities at Gosling Sports Park, maps 11.2 and 11.3 show service areas (up to 20-minute drive time) for local facilities, as well as those located in neighbouring local authorities. 
	Map 11.2: Driving ranges with pay and play access service areas (20min drive time) in Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring local authorities. 
	 
	Figure
	 
	 
	Map 11.3: Driving ranges with pay and play access service areas (20min drive time) in Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring local authorities (removal of Gosling Sports Park) 
	 
	Figure
	 
	 Maps 11.2 and 11.3 demonstrate that, if the driving range at Gosling Sports Park was to be lost, residents of Welwyn Hatfield would continue to have access to local Pay & Play driving ranges, as well as those outside of the borough, within a 20 minute drive time.  
	 Residents of Welwyn Hatfield would also be supported by one of three golf courses located outside of the study area: Stevenage to the North, Chadwell to 
	the East and A1M golf course to the South. However, this would be on the extremities of the catchments for these facilities and up to a 20-minute drive time for Welwyn Hatfield residents. 
	 Further feasibility work would be required to determine whether there is spare capacity at other facilities within Welwyn Hatfield and neighbouring local authorities to accommodate the demand from Gosling Sports Park in the case of its potential loss. 
	 
	Conclusion 
	 The work around mapping demand and supply, and the need for improved market understanding is all about supporting clubs to ensure they retain their existing members and players as well as capitalise on untapped demand. Customer focus is critical to this success, which very much aligns to England Golf’s refreshed strategy ‘Growing the Game of Golf in England 2017-2021’ 
	 A more detailed description of the different customer profiles can be found within the ‘Understanding Your Market’ resource that accompanies this report. The 9 golfing profiles are designed to illustrate the wants and needs of different customers and are intended as a guide for clubs to assist with tailoring their initiatives and approach and are not meant to be a commentary on any particular golf club or facility. 
	 Within Welwyn Hatfield there is significant demand for golf, which is also greater than the average for the Eastern region. The demand cuts across all 9 golfing profiles, both club based and independent. Membership numbers are mixed compared with the national average, but worth noting that each club will have a different financial model in terms of income generation from membership vs green fees etc 
	 There is a good level of golf provision within the area, and alongside a large number of traditional 18-hole courses, there is one Par 3 course and four driving ranges, one of which is standalone. Based on our initial analysis, some clubs are proactively targeting new audiences through coaching programmes and a wider range of membership/playing options, which is something that we will continue to support and encourage. Maintaining entry level facilities that offer more informal playing opportunities would 
	 We know that clubs showing growth are developing new income streams and catering for a wide range of needs, so there is clearly scope for clubs to offer additional non-traditional and flexible playing opportunities wherever appropriate. As each club/facility has its own USP and place in the market, there may also be further opportunities for some clubs to work more collaboratively in terms of creating pathways where appropriate and collectively cater for the needs of all golfing profiles 
	 Further analysis at club or facility level, along with some additional England Golf tools can be used to better understand the existing members and visitors of each venue. This in turn may help to establish a clearer picture of the overall facility landscape and how well it caters for the local demographic. We believe success 
	is reliant upon utilising a combination of the customer profiles, the mapping tool and local knowledge and experience
	 Cycling analysis 
	 Current trends and participation – Track Cycling 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights that track cycling participation has remained consistent over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 Both the May 16/17 and May 17/18 surveys indicate that 0.1% of the population (aged 16+) participated in track cycling at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 55,100 people. The surveys also indicate that 0.8% - or approximately 373,500 people – participating in the last year. 
	 Supply  
	 Table 12.1 below shows that there is one facility in Welwyn Hatfield for Cycling  
	 
	Table 12.1: Cycling Facilities in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Community use on site 
	Community use on site 

	Ownership Type 
	Ownership Type 

	Management Type 
	Management Type 

	Nature of Facility 
	Nature of Facility 

	Pitch Rating 
	Pitch Rating 



	Gosling Sports Park (AL8 6XE) 
	Gosling Sports Park (AL8 6XE) 
	Gosling Sports Park (AL8 6XE) 
	Gosling Sports Park (AL8 6XE) 

	Available / Unsecured 
	Available / Unsecured 

	Private (GLL) 
	Private (GLL) 

	Commercial 
	Commercial 

	Medium to Large outdoor cycling velodrome situated around the outside of a grass 11v11 football pitch.  
	Medium to Large outdoor cycling velodrome situated around the outside of a grass 11v11 football pitch.  

	Poor* 
	Poor* 




	* The track was identified as of poor quality as part of the assessment.  However, this has now been addressed with track resurfacing taking place in August 2019.  Without Prejudice Permission to Proceed was granted by Sport England in relation to a capital investment bid to British Cycling’s ‘Places to Ride’ Programme to fund the resurfacing plus additional works to create cyclo-cross / mountain bike trails, and improve surrounding environment (signage etc.). A decision on the application is due to be made
	 There is one facility in Welwyn Hatfield for Cycling, which is available to the community. 
	 Table 12.2 summarises key notes from site inspection, as well as additional information provided by Easter Region British Cycling as part of consultation.  
	 
	Table 12.2: Site Summaries  
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Summary 
	Summary 



	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 

	This sports park is managed by GLL and is a very large site with numerous sports facilities, all available to the public through either membership, pay and play or booking in advance. All bookings are done through GLL with the exception of the football facilities, which is managed by Play Football.  
	This sports park is managed by GLL and is a very large site with numerous sports facilities, all available to the public through either membership, pay and play or booking in advance. All bookings are done through GLL with the exception of the football facilities, which is managed by Play Football.  
	The cycling velodrome on site is mainly utilised by Wewlyn Wheelers (225 members), however it is also accessed by Verulam CC (770 members) and Cycle Club Ashwell (219 members). Other clubs in nearby areas include: Hemel Hampstead CC (296 members), Green Arrow CC (Hertford) and Watford Cycle Hub (2160 members). 
	Welwyn Wheelers offer sessions on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday (with track league on a Friday in the summer), and through the winter they run CX sessions and MTB. Verulam CC run very popular sessions on Saturdays, with kids sessions prior to the adults. The track is also used by other clubs and teams such as the development group based at Oaklands College.   
	Track League usage on site is run by volunteers from Verulam CC and Welwyn Wheelers. In 2018, there were 19 weeks of track racing with categories Senior A, Senior B, Women, Youth 1 and Youth 2, with approximately 100 riders per week 
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	and more than 20 clubs sending riders to track league, both adult and Go Ride. 
	and more than 20 clubs sending riders to track league, both adult and Go Ride. 
	During consultation, Welwyn Wheelers revealed that they believe the velodrome surface is of adequate condition for their current needs, however it will need to be resurfaced within the next four years. 
	Issues with programming of cycling and athletics on the velodrome have been reported, however both sports need to be accommodated. There is a possibility to be explored for athletics to be accommodated at Oaklands College or the University of Hertfordshire, as high-performance athletes will use the track.   
	In terms of ancillary facilities, there are 2 buildings on site: the 'old' original building and the newer building with the trampolining inside. The sports hall is due to be closed down and when this happens, there will not be any ancillary facilities within the immediate vicinity of the velodrome, which was stated to be a major concern for British Cycling during consultation. 
	During consultation with regional officer from British Cycling, it was stated that the main issue with the usage of the velodrome is that its seasonal and, although activity in the summer is increasing, their aspiration would be for the facility to work similarly to Herne Hill, with increased school activity, etc. Overall, It was stated that as it stands it offers a great place to develop riders in the region. 


	British Cycling Consultation – Additional notes 
	British Cycling Consultation – Additional notes 
	British Cycling Consultation – Additional notes 

	British Cycling Talent Team: 
	British Cycling Talent Team: 
	Welwyn wheelers are what is classed as a ‘super club’ when it comes to talent, they are one of a handful of clubs in the UK who consistently produce riders for the English talent pathway year-on-year. Their facilities (Gosling Sports Park), club structure and culture play a huge role in this.  Across the last three years, Welwyn Wheelers have provided the following numbers for talent activity: 
	2018/19 – 10 riders   
	2017/18 – 12 riders  
	2016/17 – 8 riders  
	Some of the more well-known riders who have come from Welwyn Wheelers include: 
	- Laura Trott - most successful British female olympian 
	- Emma Trott – current GBCT coach for female senior academy.  Raced for Boels Dolman CT as well as all over the world 
	- Andy Fenn – Pairs Roubaix being one of his many victories    
	- They currently have three riders whose status is ‘GBCT Apprentice’ (first step on the GBCT pathway) 
	The latest BC report also shows that the clubs contribute: 12 active coaches, 106 volunteer hours per week to run the club, and 2,341 opportunities reported across al club sessions. t  
	 
	The facility has hosted track leagues since 1997, serving the local community and linking in with schools and the grassroots of the sport.  The club also run regional youth omniums each year, attracting riders from multiple regions across the South of England to their events. “Ultimately if this facility closes we potentially lose a massive talent feeder club to our system”  
	  
	British Cycling Facilities Team: from a Facilities Strategy perspective, there is a target that riders be within 1.5hrs of an indoor velodrome where economically viable – Derby would therefore be outside of any catchment, as its 2-2.5hrs minimum. Likewise, Herne Hill would be out of catchment for the majority of the region, if we take into account outdoor velodromes. From a strategic coverage perspective, there is clearly therefore an argument for retention of a track in the Hertfordshire, Essex etc. region
	  
	British Cycling Recreation Team: Welwyn Hatfield sits amongst the Hertfordshire Cycling Hub network which is one of the most active cycle networks in the country, delivering 501 rides/ 2616 opportunities (2018) to cycle locally per year. Hertfordshire also boasts 81 of the Eastern regions 140 Volunteer cycling workforce, of which a number operate within the Welwyn Hatfield area. Gosling Sports Park has for the past 3 years also hosted the Breeze Christmas Jingle, bringing over 100 local women together throu
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	into a cycling hub with a learn to ride area, Cyclo Cross Course etc. to further capitalise on the Hertfordshire Hub Network. 
	into a cycling hub with a learn to ride area, Cyclo Cross Course etc. to further capitalise on the Hertfordshire Hub Network. 
	  
	British Cycling Regional Team: Gosling Velodrome is a cornerstone for the regions (Kings Lynn/Norfolk/Suffolk /Essex/ Greater London) youth activity, and has a pedigree for significantly contributing the national cycling ecosystem. Without Gosling Velodrome resident club – Welwyn Wheelers would be unable to continue to exist – beyond riders, this also impacts the local and regional volunteer workforce, and opportunities for U16 riders across the region. 
	 
	The Velodrome at Gosling Sports Park site sits within a wider partnership between British Cycling & Herts County Council, looking at growing recreational cycling to address physical activity and active travel agendas within which the Hertfordshire Cycling Hub network (Watford, Hertford, Leavesden, Stevenage + St Albans) is fundamental. Future recommendation for the site, should athletics be relocated, would be to develop the inner part of the velodrome into a learn to ride/pump track area to accommodate a g
	 




	 
	 Demand  
	 Consultation and online research of clubs in Welwyn Hatfield, as well as British Cycling has informed the demand for Cycling in the Borough. All clubs have been contacted by 4global and invited to take part in a consultation, table 12.3 below provides a summary of consultation with a key club in the area: Welwyn Wheelers. 
	Table 12.3: Cycling Clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 

	Sites Used 
	Sites Used 

	Summary 
	Summary 


	Welwyn Wheelers 
	Welwyn Wheelers 
	Welwyn Wheelers 

	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 

	Current club Membership 
	Current club Membership 
	Number of members: 230 
	Juniors (U18)  105 - Male 77 Female  
	28 Adults (18 – 60 ) 118 -Male 87 Female  
	31 Seniors (60+ ) 7 - Male 7 Female 0 
	 
	Usage of Gosling Sports Park 
	The Welwyn Wheelers Cycling Club is based at Gosling Sports Park and is the primary user and organiser of cycling activities at the Velodrome. The club organises and runs track training sessions for Welwyn Wheelers and the cycling fraternity from local clubs over a wide area.  The club has 8 British Cycling qualified coaches who run the track training sessions covering the whole year. 
	Training sessions  on fixed wheel track bikes are run on Monday evenings for ‘experienced’ track riders (7-00 to 9-00pm) from late March to mid September, Saturday mornings late March to mid September for novice and less experienced riders (9-00 to 11-00am) plus Wednesday evenings for Welwyn Wheelers riders (7-00 to 9-00pm).  
	In the period from mid-September to late March the track sessions are run on Wednesday evenings using Road bikes as these are more suitable for the autumn/spring weather 
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	conditions.  
	conditions.  
	The club also runs Cyclo-cross training sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at Gosling Sports Park, during this period, as there is a very strong following for Cyclo-cross in the winter period. The club is affiliated to both Eastern and Central Cyclo-cross Leagues.  All of these sessions are open to local riders both adult and youth riders 
	The average number attending are as follows – Mid week 25 riders (per session), Saturday morning April to September) – 30 riders – this covers adult and youth riders 
	The Club coaches also run ‘track taster’ sessions for a number of local schools at the Velodrome to encourage young riders to take part in cycling activities. 
	The Verulam CC also run track training sessions for their club riders in the summer period on a Saturday.  The track is also used extensively by Jez Cox with his Wolves Academy team at the Oaklands College – this is a dedicated cycling 6th form programme.  
	The Welwyn Wheelers also hosts and organises a number of racing events throughout the year: 
	- British Cycling Youth Omnium series – mid April – the event in 2018 had 110 entries 
	- Welwyn Track League – Friday evenings late April to mid September – Senior and Youth racing series – number of participating riders 90 Seniors and fifty Youth 
	- Cyclo-cross – Eastern League series  October 14th at Stanborough Park, Welwyn GC -  362 riders participating in race categories under 10 to 60+ 
	- East and Central Regional Championship – December 2nd at Stanborough Park, WGC – 486 entries – race categories under 10 to 60+ 
	- Two events in the Muddy Monsters series at GSP  for young ‘novice ‘ riders who are being introduced to the sport of cyclo-cross – 60 riders in the age range under 8 to under 14 is the normal level of entries. 
	  
	Welwyn Wheelers coaches and members put in an enormous amount of work to promote cycle racing and participation for the local and wider regional community, the club also has vast experience in organising top quality racing events on a national basis. 
	    
	Velodrome condition 
	At time of consultation, the club stated that the track had been deteriorating in recent years and that it required renovation works. However, this has been addressed with resurfacing of the track tacking place in August 2019.   
	  
	“It is important to note that this is the only track for the region between Derby and Stratford – it cannot be viewed as a facility just for the Welwyn Hatfield Borough.  We are a source of superb future talent – with notable names – the likes of Laura Trott coming from our club.  We are one of the only clubs in the country to have 4 riders on the Olympic development pathways and have a succession plan of new and up and coming riders that will potentially fill these places from our development academy squad




	 Bowls analysis 
	 Introduction  
	 Bowls England is responsible for governance administration and promotion of Flat Green Lawn Bowls in England. It was formed in 2008 following a unification of the English Bowling Association (EBA) and English Women's Bowling Association (EWBA) 
	 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are currently being delivered by Bowls England. 
	 Following this, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities for bowls and considers: 
	• Recommendations moving forward 
	• The supply of facilities and demand for these  
	• The adequacy of facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 Strategic Context 
	 The most recent strategy formulated by Bowls England to help drive the game forward was the Strategic Plan (2014-2017). This plan outlines the main vision, values and mission of Bowls England  
	 The strategy produced three 3 key strategic priorities. Underpinning these 3 Strategic priorities are the vision and values of the organisation: 
	• To increase participation in the sport of outdoor flat green bowls 
	• To support County Associations and Clubs 
	• To provide strong leadership and direction 
	  Bowls England have 3 areas feeding into their key vision  
	• Promote the sport of outdoor flat green bowls  
	• Recruit new participants to the sport of outdoor flat green bowls 
	• Retain current and future participants within the sport of outdoor flat green bowls 
	 Bowls England have also identified areas feeding into their key vision 
	• Be progressive: seek opportunities to adapt the sport to meet the needs of clubs and participants and embrace change when required  
	• Offer opportunities: for players to participate at national and international level  
	• Work to raise the profile of the sport: in support of recruitment and retention  
	• Lead the sport: We will drive the sport forward towards our vision 
	• Support clubs and county associations: in developing their facilities and bowls facility  
	 Current trends and participation – Bowls 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights that bowls participation has remained consistent over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 Both the May 16/17 and May 17/18 surveys indicate that 0.8% of the population (aged 16+) participated in bowls at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 336,100 people. The surveys also indicates that 2.2% - or approximately 991,300 people – participated in the last year. 
	 Supply 
	 Table 13.1 below shows there are currently 6 bowling greens in Welwyn Hatfield 
	 Of these greens, 100% are of good quality  
	 4 out of the 6 sites (66%) in Welwyn Hatfield are owned by Local Authority. 
	 The authority are only directly responsible to managing 1 green. This is present at Welham Green Recreation Ground  
	Table 13.1 – Bowls Sites in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Availability for community use 
	Availability for community use 

	Security of community 
	Security of community 

	Ownership 
	Ownership 

	Management 
	Management 

	Maintenance provider 
	Maintenance provider 

	Site Score 
	Site Score 



	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 
	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 
	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 
	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	Volunteers 
	Volunteers 

	Good 
	Good 


	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 
	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 
	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Club 
	Club 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	Good 
	Good 


	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 
	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 
	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	Volunteers 
	Volunteers 

	Good 
	Good 


	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Local Authority (in house) 
	Local Authority (in house) 

	External contractor 
	External contractor 

	Good 
	Good 


	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 
	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 
	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Local Authority 
	Local Authority 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	Volunteers 
	Volunteers 

	Good 
	Good 


	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 

	Available 
	Available 

	Secured 
	Secured 

	Charity, Trust 
	Charity, Trust 

	Sport Club 
	Sport Club 

	Volunteers 
	Volunteers 

	Good 
	Good 




	Table 13.2: Key Site Consultation Summaries 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Summary 
	Summary 



	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 

	There is no other sports provision present, other than the bowls green. The green is of great condition throughout and is maintained to a great standard by the contractor on site. There is sufficient fencing and gating on this and therefore there is no informal or anti-social behaviour present. The tennis courts are lockable; however, remain open and are still in the good condition that they were in the winter. The site does suffer from dog walkers and informal usage; however, this is on the open grass area
	There is no other sports provision present, other than the bowls green. The green is of great condition throughout and is maintained to a great standard by the contractor on site. There is sufficient fencing and gating on this and therefore there is no informal or anti-social behaviour present. The tennis courts are lockable; however, remain open and are still in the good condition that they were in the winter. The site does suffer from dog walkers and informal usage; however, this is on the open grass area




	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Summary 
	Summary 



	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 

	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club are a well-established club within the area, who have been on site for a number of years. The site is managed by the club; however, they contribute to the sports association along with the cricket club on site. The site is maintained well by three volunteers, yet the overarching issue at present is the lack of suitable irrigation systems, issues with the edges falling down and paving slabs needing to be refurbished. The club have suitable funding for resources and equipment, bu
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club are a well-established club within the area, who have been on site for a number of years. The site is managed by the club; however, they contribute to the sports association along with the cricket club on site. The site is maintained well by three volunteers, yet the overarching issue at present is the lack of suitable irrigation systems, issues with the edges falling down and paving slabs needing to be refurbished. The club have suitable funding for resources and equipment, bu


	Welwyn and district bowls club 
	Welwyn and district bowls club 
	Welwyn and district bowls club 

	Welwyn and District Bowls Club are a well-established bowls club in the area, boasting the best quality green in the county. The club currently have 138 members, yet are keen to establish more juniors on site through better school links and word of mouth. The club have recently applied for grant funding from Bowls England yet are unsure on the progress. This was generic grant funding that the club were hoping to invest into site maintenance and to address the drainage issues that we will discuss. The main p
	Welwyn and District Bowls Club are a well-established bowls club in the area, boasting the best quality green in the county. The club currently have 138 members, yet are keen to establish more juniors on site through better school links and word of mouth. The club have recently applied for grant funding from Bowls England yet are unsure on the progress. This was generic grant funding that the club were hoping to invest into site maintenance and to address the drainage issues that we will discuss. The main p




	 
	 There is a good coverage of community accessible courts across Welwyn Hatfield, with four local authority owned sites  
	 100% of green provision is of good condition, highlighting the high quality of provision in the borough  
	 Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club have ambitions to expand their current ancillary facility on site to increase membership base and improve the sporting offer on site  
	 Demand 
	 All clubs were contacted by 4global with the aim to inform the demand section of the study.  
	 This section summarises the level of demand for bowls in Welwyn Hatfield, with membership figures provided by Bowls England and based on latest affiliation data. 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Table 13.3: Membership by Club 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 

	Home Ground 
	Home Ground 

	Male Members 
	Male Members 

	Female Members 
	Female Members 

	Total Membership 
	Total Membership 



	de Havilland Bowls Club 
	de Havilland Bowls Club 
	de Havilland Bowls Club 
	de Havilland Bowls Club 

	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 
	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 

	19 
	19 

	8 
	8 

	27 
	27 


	Hatfield Bowls Club 
	Hatfield Bowls Club 
	Hatfield Bowls Club 

	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 
	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 

	73 
	73 

	35 
	35 

	108 
	108 


	Northaw and Cuffley Bowls Club 
	Northaw and Cuffley Bowls Club 
	Northaw and Cuffley Bowls Club 

	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 
	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 

	58 
	58 

	42 
	42 

	100 
	100 


	North Mymms Bowls Club 
	North Mymms Bowls Club 
	North Mymms Bowls Club 

	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 

	38 
	38 

	22 
	22 

	60 
	60 


	Parkside Bowls Club 
	Parkside Bowls Club 
	Parkside Bowls Club 

	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 
	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 

	18 
	18 

	11 
	11 

	29 
	29 


	Welwyn and District Bowls Club 
	Welwyn and District Bowls Club 
	Welwyn and District Bowls Club 

	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 
	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 

	75 
	75 

	50 
	50 

	125 
	125 


	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 

	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 

	51 
	51 

	18 
	18 

	69 
	69 


	Total 
	Total 
	Total 

	332 
	332 

	186 
	186 

	518 
	518 




	 
	 Capacity Analysis 
	 Utilising the supply and demand data in the previous sections, table 13.4 presents a capacity analysis of Bowls facilities in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 It must be noted that, as per Bowls England parameters, it is considered that a bowling green can accommodate approximately 60 members before capacity becomes an issue, whereas at least 20 members are required for a green to be sustainable. 
	Table 13.4: Capacity analysis 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 
	Clubs 

	Capacity 
	Capacity 

	Total members on site 
	Total members on site 

	Balance 
	Balance 

	Notes 
	Notes 



	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 
	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 
	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 
	Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club 

	60 
	60 

	29 
	29 

	31 
	31 

	The site is currently under capacity 
	The site is currently under capacity 


	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 
	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 
	Hatfield Lawn Tennis & Bowling Club Ltd 

	60 
	60 

	135 
	135 

	-75 
	-75 

	The site is currently over capacity 
	The site is currently over capacity 


	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 
	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 
	Northaw & Cuffley Bowling Club 

	60 
	60 

	100 
	100 

	-40 
	-40 

	The site is currently over capacity 
	The site is currently over capacity 


	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 
	Welham Green Recreation Ground 

	60 
	60 

	60 
	60 

	0 
	0 

	The site is currently at capacity 
	The site is currently at capacity 


	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 
	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 
	Welwyn & District Bowls Club 

	60 
	60 

	125 
	125 

	-65 
	-65 

	The site is currently over capacity 
	The site is currently over capacity 


	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 

	60 
	60 

	69 
	69 

	-9 
	-9 

	The site is currently over capacity 
	The site is currently over capacity 




	 Table 13.4 shows that all bowls sites in Welwyn Hatfield that are utilised by the community are currently at or over capacity, with the exception of Hatfield Hyde Cricket Club.
	 Athletics analysis 
	 Introduction  
	 Athletics in England is administered by England Athletics. England Athletics is the membership and development body for grassroots athletics and running clubs in England. It states that the function of England Athletics is to: 
	 “Develops grass roots athletics in England, supporting affiliated clubs to prosper, developing more and better coaches, recruiting and supporting volunteers and officials. England Athletics provides and supports competition opportunities at an international (England representative), national, area and county level.” 
	 The following section provides greater detail of the existing strategies that are currently being delivered by England Athletics. Subsequently, the supply and demand section of this report evaluates the adequacy of facilities 
	 Strategic Context  
	 England Athletics released their national strategy “Athletics & Running: for everyone, forever” in 2017. Its vision is for the sport of athletics and running to be the “most inclusive and popular sport in England”. 
	 England Athletics believe that this should be led by a network of progressive clubs and organisations, and it has identified three key values as part of the 2017 strategy: 
	• Pride: inspiring athletes of the future by celebrating the history and contemporary success of British Athletes  
	• Integrity: essential the ongoing success and future of the sport and its ability to attract participants  
	• Inclusivity: athletics can contribute towards a healthy lifestyle and a sense of achievement, whatever the age, ability or background of the athlete or volunteer  
	 The strategic priorities to achieve this include the following: 
	• To expand the capacity of the sport by supporting and developing its volunteers and other workforce  
	• To sustain and increase participation and performance levels in our sport  
	• To influence participation in the wider athletics and running market  
	 The delivery methods for achieving these priorities are: 
	• Positive culture, progressive performance and collaborative leadership  
	• Transparent governance and accountability  
	• High-quality member engagement and communications  
	VISION  
	 Athletics and running will be the most popular and inclusive sport in England, led by a network of progressive clubs and organisations and supported by a sustainable, respected and trusted governing body. 
	 Due to a significant reduction in funding for the 2017-2021 funding cycle, England Athletics no longer have capital expenditure budget. England Athletics work with clubs and facility operators on applying for funding from various sources 
	 The current EA facilities strategy7 states that there are enough 6/8 lane tracks in England for the foreseeable future and that our priority should be: 
	7 
	7 
	7 
	https://d192th1lqal2xm.cloudfront.net/2018/11/EA-Facilities-Strategy-2018-25.pdf
	https://d192th1lqal2xm.cloudfront.net/2018/11/EA-Facilities-Strategy-2018-25.pdf

	 

	 

	• To safeguard our existing stock of facilities  
	• To upgrade non-competition standard venues  
	• To develop new and innovative models for training provision  
	• Infill Geographical Gaps with compact facilities that are located at Satellite sites (preferably school sites). Sport England Compact facilities Design Guidance Document. Pick components based on Space available. 
	 England Athletics encourages participation from all ages and are currently working with Sport England on an initiative for clubs to apply for funding to develop running opportunities for less active younger people, in the 12-25yr age range. Less competitive, more social running has had large participation increase over the last few years. The introduction of England Athletics social offer, RunTogether, allows qualified leaders to set up groups aimed more at beginners and those not wanting to join affiliate
	 In addition to Track & Field there are many road running clubs, meaning that increased emphasis should be placed on the design of urban space, in order to provide runners with safe, well-lit paved routes. Some of the programmes and initiatives taking place in the Welwyn Hatfield area include: 
	• Parkrun: a free 5km run that is organised every week all over the world and run by teams of dedicated volunteers from the local community. In Welwyn Hatfield, there is a parkrun group that runs every Saturday at Ellenbrook Fields, a privately owned nature reserve which is adjacent to the University of Hertfordshire Sports Village site in Hatfield. There are also several other groups based in nearby areas – such as Jersey Farm, St. Albans, and Panshanger – however these do not sit within the Welwyn Hatfiel
	• RunTogether has been created by England Athletics, the membership and development body for grassroots athletics and running in England, to provide fun, friendly, inclusive running opportunities for everyone in England. All of their programmes, such as groups and routes, aim to help people to run with others, which can provide motivation, guidance and support. There are a number of groups operating within Welwyn Hatfield, which can be found utilising the RunTogether mobile application and website. 
	• Couch to 5k is a running plan for absolute beginners, which was designed to get inactive people “from the couch to running 5 kilometres in 9 weeks”. The programme is free and open to anyone who wants to get more active, providing an easy way to get fitter and healthier.  
	 England Athletics Consultation 
	 Facilities are essential to attracting, retaining and developing athletes of the future. Having the right facilities in the right place will be crucial in meeting growing demand, increasing participation in physical activity and athletics, improving the health of the nation and supporting a new generation of athletes in clubs and schools through to national and world class level. 
	 Supply and Demand: The running track at Gosling Sports Park is in a bowl and has 6 lanes, meaning they have limited space. This prevents the club from expanding as they don’t have the space to cater for so many people. This means that the club have a large waiting list of people wanting to become members and considerable unmet demand. Additional members cannot be accommodated due to the track being at capacity at peak time. 
	 England Athletics has adopted UKA’s strategic position to concentrate on preserving and improving the existing stock of 400m tracks rather than seeking to build additional ones. However, there are areas in the country where journey time to the nearest full size outdoor track is longer than ideal, and there are places where good coaching has created significant demand despite the lack of a local athletics facility. 
	 The Compact Athletics concept8 is intended to fill this gap, providing training facilities in places where there is insufficient demand, funding or land to accommodate a full-size track. A Compact Athletics facility can take a number of forms, but essentially provides a strip of synthetic track plus some capacity for jumps and throws, enabling core athletic skills to be taught, enjoyed and developed. This could be an option to explore to supplement the existing track and to meet unmet demand in the longer 
	8 More details of this concept can be found at 
	8 More details of this concept can be found at 
	8 More details of this concept can be found at 
	http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/other-design-guidance
	http://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/other-design-guidance

	. 

	 

	 There is already a high level of demand for running events in the Welwyn Hatfield area and as such emphasise should be placed on sustaining and increasing the popularity of these as well as exploring the growth of initiatives such as RunTogether groups. 
	 Future demand: England Athletics reports that there is generally a current growth being experienced in relation to athletics and running. Therefore, it is expected that the popularity of Parkrun, RunBritain and local fun run events will increase in the future following national trends. 
	 Current trends and participation – Track Athletics 
	 The Sport England Active Lives survey, that measures sport and activity across England, highlights a slight decrease in track and field athletics participation over the last two years (May 16/17 - May 17/18). 
	 The May 16/17 survey indicates that 0.5% of the population (aged 16+) participated in track and field athletics at least twice in the last 28 days, or approximately 241,900 people. The survey also indicates that 1.7% - or approximately 749,000 people – participating in the last year. 
	 The May 17/18 survey shows that participation in the last 28 days remains consistent at 0.5%, however participation in the last year is reduced to 1.6% (approximately 699,200 people). 
	 The Active Lives Children and Young People Survey (2017/18) indicates that 2.4% of children and young people in school years 1-11 participated in track and field athletics at least once in the last week. It must be highlighted that this refers to participation outside of school hours, which represents demand that is likely to be captured by community clubs. 
	 Supply 
	 As shown in Table 14.1, there is one athletics site in Welwyn Hatfield – Gosling Sports Park. 
	 
	Table 14.1: Athletics Sites in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Facility 
	Facility 

	Lanes 
	Lanes 

	Ownership  
	Ownership  

	Management  
	Management  

	Community Use 
	Community Use 

	Security of Use 
	Security of Use 


	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 

	Synthetic 
	Synthetic 

	6 
	6 

	Private 
	Private 

	Commercial 
	Commercial 

	Available 
	Available 

	Unsecured 
	Unsecured 




	 
	 The synthetic athletics track at Gosling Sports Park has six lanes, which are available for community use, but it is unsecured and managed by a commercial entity. There is also a 60m synthetic 6 lane track, which is heavily utilised. The athletics facilities are suitable for school competitions and club training. The track and field facilities at this site are also well used, featuring long jump pits and hammer throw safety nets 
	Table 14.2: Site assessment summaries. 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 
	Site 

	Site Summary 
	Site Summary 


	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 
	Gosling Sports Park 

	This sports park is managed by GLL and is a very large site with numerous sports facilities, all available to the public through either membership, pay and play or booking in advance. All bookings are done through GLL with the exception of the football facilities, which is managed by Play Football. There are 6 floodlit 5-a-side rubber-crumb pitches and 1 full sized 3G pitch. The athletics track has all throwing and jumping events facilities and also with a senior grass football pitch in the middle and a cyc
	This sports park is managed by GLL and is a very large site with numerous sports facilities, all available to the public through either membership, pay and play or booking in advance. All bookings are done through GLL with the exception of the football facilities, which is managed by Play Football. There are 6 floodlit 5-a-side rubber-crumb pitches and 1 full sized 3G pitch. The athletics track has all throwing and jumping events facilities and also with a senior grass football pitch in the middle and a cyc




	 
	 
	 Demand 
	 Consultation and online research of athletics and clubs in Welwyn Hatfield, as well as England Athletics has informed the demand for athletics in the Borough. All clubs have been contacted by 4global, to ask for completion of our online survey, no clubs have responded to the survey. 
	Table 14.3: Athletics profiles for clubs in Welwyn Hatfield 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 
	Club name 

	Sites Used 
	Sites Used 

	Summary 
	Summary 


	Welwyn Garden City Runners* 
	Welwyn Garden City Runners* 
	Welwyn Garden City Runners* 

	Gosling Park, Ridgeway Academy  
	Gosling Park, Ridgeway Academy  

	This club is a runners and joggers club. They take part in a number of races, including the Welwyn 10k, the Festive 5 and the Hatfield 5k series.  
	This club is a runners and joggers club. They take part in a number of races, including the Welwyn 10k, the Festive 5 and the Hatfield 5k series.  
	Training: 
	2 hours @ Ridgeway Academy per week 
	1 hour @ Gosling Park per week 


	Herts Phoenix Athletics Club 
	Herts Phoenix Athletics Club 
	Herts Phoenix Athletics Club 

	Gosling Park 
	Gosling Park 

	Herts Phoenix is a club that covers a wide range of athletic events. They are registered with UK Athletics and have achieved Club Mark status. Training: 
	Herts Phoenix is a club that covers a wide range of athletic events. They are registered with UK Athletics and have achieved Club Mark status. Training: 
	6 hours @Gosling Park per week 
	 
	Herts Phoenix recognise themselves as a grassroots club, with members of all abilities within their ranks. The club do have high level athletes, who have usually come through the club. The fact that the club have high level coaches means that they’re able to retain their top talent. Training takes place at two venues, which are Wodson Park and Gosling Park. Yet, Wodson Park is not within the Welwyn Hatfield boundary. Training takes place at Gosling Park on a Tuesday and Thursday night from 6pm to 8.30/9pm. 


	OH Ladies Running Club* 
	OH Ladies Running Club* 
	OH Ladies Running Club* 

	N/A 
	N/A 

	The club is for women runners of all ability. They have 3 groups, which are for beginners, intermediates and for experienced runners.  
	The club is for women runners of all ability. They have 3 groups, which are for beginners, intermediates and for experienced runners.  




	*Clubs that did not respond to 4global’s survey
	 
	 Scenario testing and options appraisal 
	 The supply and demand analysis undertaken in each of the previous sections provides a clear view of the capacity for pitch sports facilities across Welwyn Hatfield, based on the existing supply of facilities and the demand for these facilities from residents, both now and in the future. 
	 This data provides an accurate evidence base, on which future planning and investment decisions can be made, using the guidelines outlined in the ‘Delivering the Strategy’ chapter of the strategy.  
	 To complement the analysis that has been undertaken in each of the sport-specific sections, this chapter contains detailed further analysis on a small number of key scenarios, which have been identified by the project steering group throughout the development of the PPS.  
	 For each of the scenarios identified below, a short summary is provided to explain why the scenario needs to be tested. Following this, a needs assessment for each of the relevant facility types is undertaken and explained. 
	Scenario 1: Major housing development projects - potential facility requirements  
	 Through consultation with WHBC, the following sites have been identified for major housing allocations: - North West Hatfield (1,650 homes – Hatfield sub-area) - New village between Hatfield and Wheathampstead –Symondshyde  (1,130 homes – Hatfield sub-area) - Birchall Garden Suburb (1,200 homes – Southern Villages sub-area - plus 1,350 in East Herts)  
	 To understand the projected need for playing pitch provision triggered by these developments, Sport England’s Playing Pitch Calculator9 (PPC) has been developed to provide a total number of facilities that are likely to be needed to meet the needs of new residents. The full Playing Pitch Calculator and associated analysis is included as Technical Appendices E, F and G – Playing Pitch Calculator, in addition to a short summary below. 
	9 
	9 
	9 
	https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-calculator/
	https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/playing-pitch-calculator/

	 

	 

	 Using a total estimated population growth of 9,154 (in line with the 3,980 dwelling), figure 15.1 below illustrates how the PPC model generates an estimated demand for each of the pitch typologies for each of the above developments. 
	Figure 15.1: estimated demand for new developments 
	Estimated demand for matches in the weekly peak period (Match equivalent sessions in the peak period - per season for cricket)  
	Estimated demand for matches in the weekly peak period (Match equivalent sessions in the peak period - per season for cricket)  
	Estimated demand for matches in the weekly peak period (Match equivalent sessions in the peak period - per season for cricket)  
	Estimated demand for matches in the weekly peak period (Match equivalent sessions in the peak period - per season for cricket)  
	Estimated demand for matches in the weekly peak period (Match equivalent sessions in the peak period - per season for cricket)  

	North West Hatfield 
	North West Hatfield 

	Symondshyde 
	Symondshyde 

	Birchall Garden Suburb 
	Birchall Garden Suburb 

	TOTAL 
	TOTAL 



	Football 
	Football 
	Football 
	Football 

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  


	Adult 
	Adult 
	Adult 

	0.95 
	0.95 

	0.65 
	0.65 

	0.69 
	0.69 

	2.28 
	2.28 


	Youth 
	Youth 
	Youth 

	1.39 
	1.39 

	0.95 
	0.95 

	1.01 
	1.01 

	3.36 
	3.36 


	Mini 
	Mini 
	Mini 

	1.13 
	1.13 

	0.77 
	0.77 

	0.82 
	0.82 

	2.73 
	2.73 


	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Adult (inc. youth & mini) 
	Adult (inc. youth & mini) 
	Adult (inc. youth & mini) 

	0.25 
	0.25 

	0.17 
	0.17 

	0.18 
	0.18 

	0.60 
	0.60 


	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Adult (inc. youth & mini) 
	Adult (inc. youth & mini) 
	Adult (inc. youth & mini) 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 


	Hockey 
	Hockey 
	Hockey 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Adult 
	Adult 
	Adult 

	0.15 
	0.15 

	0.11 
	0.11 

	0.11 
	0.11 

	0.37 
	0.37 


	Junior & Mixed U10s 
	Junior & Mixed U10s 
	Junior & Mixed U10s 

	0.12 
	0.12 

	0.08 
	0.08 

	0.09 
	0.09 

	0.30 
	0.30 


	Cricket 
	Cricket 
	Cricket 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Open Age & Junior 
	Open Age & Junior 
	Open Age & Junior 

	9.54 
	9.54 

	6.54 
	6.54 

	6.94 
	6.94 

	23.02 
	23.02 


	Estimated demand for training per week (match equivalent sessions or hours) 
	Estimated demand for training per week (match equivalent sessions or hours) 
	Estimated demand for training per week (match equivalent sessions or hours) 


	Football   -   hours on a 3G artificial grass pitch 
	Football   -   hours on a 3G artificial grass pitch 
	Football   -   hours on a 3G artificial grass pitch 

	6.94 
	6.94 

	4.75 
	4.75 

	5.05 
	5.05 

	16.74 
	16.74 


	Rugby Union   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 
	Rugby Union   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 
	Rugby Union   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 

	0.28 
	0.28 

	0.19 
	0.19 

	0.20 
	0.20 

	0.67 
	0.67 


	Rugby League   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 
	Rugby League   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 
	Rugby League   -   Match equivalent sessions on a floodlit natural grass pitch 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 


	Hockey - Adult  (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 
	Hockey - Adult  (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 
	Hockey - Adult  (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 

	0.46 
	0.46 

	0.32 
	0.32 

	0.34 
	0.34 

	1.12 
	1.12 


	Hockey - Junior & Mixed U10s (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 
	Hockey - Junior & Mixed U10s (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 
	Hockey - Junior & Mixed U10s (Hours on a sand based artificial grass pitch) 

	0.04 
	0.04 

	0.03 
	0.03 

	0.03 
	0.03 

	0.10 
	0.10 


	Cricket   -   N/a 
	Cricket   -   N/a 
	Cricket   -   N/a 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	0.00 
	0.00 




	 
	 
	 Using this estimated demand data and assumption of how much supply would be needed to meet demand during the peak period, figure 15.2 identifies the total number of pitches that are projected to be required (for each of the proposed developments) by typology, as well as the expected capital cost and annual lifecycle cost for each of the pitch typologies (as per Sport England’s latest capital costs, and robust operating costs where relevant). 
	Figure 15.2: PPC required facilities and associated costs 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	  

	North West Hatfield 
	North West Hatfield 

	Symondshyde 
	Symondshyde 

	Birchall Garden Suburb 
	Birchall Garden Suburb 

	TOTAL 
	TOTAL 



	TBody
	TR
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 

	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 

	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 

	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 


	Natural Grass Pitches 
	Natural Grass Pitches 
	Natural Grass Pitches 

	3.93 
	3.93 

	£333,097 
	£333,097 

	£69,672 
	£69,672 

	2.69 
	2.69 

	£228,121 
	£228,121 

	£47,714 
	£47,714 

	2.86 
	2.86 

	£242,252 
	£242,252 

	£50,670 
	£50,670 

	9.48 
	9.48 

	£803,470 
	£803,470 

	£168,056 
	£168,056 


	Adult Football 
	Adult Football 
	Adult Football 

	0.95 
	0.95 

	£91,013 
	£91,013 

	£19,204 
	£19,204 

	0.65 
	0.65 

	£62,330 
	£62,330 

	£13,152 
	£13,152 

	0.69 
	0.69 

	£66,191 
	£66,191 

	£13,966 
	£13,966 

	2.28 
	2.28 

	£219,533 
	£219,533 

	£46,322 
	£46,322 


	Youth Football 
	Youth Football 
	Youth Football 

	1.39 
	1.39 

	£111,901 
	£111,901 

	£23,499 
	£23,499 

	0.95 
	0.95 

	£76,635 
	£76,635 

	£16,093 
	£16,093 

	1.01 
	1.01 

	£81,382 
	£81,382 

	£17,090 
	£17,090 

	3.36 
	3.36 

	£269,918 
	£269,918 

	£56,683 
	£56,683 


	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 

	1.13 
	1.13 

	£30,255 
	£30,255 

	£6,353 
	£6,353 

	0.77 
	0.77 

	£20,720 
	£20,720 

	£4,351 
	£4,351 

	0.82 
	0.82 

	£22,003 
	£22,003 

	£4,621 
	£4,621 

	2.73 
	2.73 

	£72,978 
	£72,978 

	£15,325 
	£15,325 


	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 

	0.25 
	0.25 

	£35,808 
	£35,808 

	£7,663 
	£7,663 

	0.17 
	0.17 

	£24,523 
	£24,523 

	£5,248 
	£5,248 

	0.18 
	0.18 

	£26,042 
	£26,042 

	£5,573 
	£5,573 

	0.60 
	0.60 

	£86,374 
	£86,374 

	£18,484 
	£18,484 


	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 


	Cricket 
	Cricket 
	Cricket 

	0.21 
	0.21 

	£64,121 
	£64,121 

	£12,952 
	£12,952 

	0.14 
	0.14 

	£43,913 
	£43,913 

	£8,870 
	£8,870 

	0.15 
	0.15 

	£46,633 
	£46,633 

	£9,420 
	£9,420 

	0.51 
	0.51 

	£154,667 
	£154,667 

	£31,243 
	£31,243 


	  
	  
	  

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Artificial Grass Pitches 
	Artificial Grass Pitches 
	Artificial Grass Pitches 

	0.22 
	0.22 

	£225,668 
	£225,668 

	£7,685 
	£7,685 

	0.15 
	0.15 

	£154,549 
	£154,549 

	£5,263 
	£5,263 

	0.16 
	0.16 

	£164,123 
	£164,123 

	£5,589 
	£5,589 

	0.53 
	0.53 

	£544,340 
	£544,340 

	£18,537 
	£18,537 


	Sand Based 
	Sand Based 
	Sand Based 

	0.04 
	0.04 

	£33,156 
	£33,156 

	£1,028 
	£1,028 

	0.03 
	0.03 

	£22,707 
	£22,707 

	£704 
	£704 

	0.03 
	0.03 

	£24,113 
	£24,113 

	£748 
	£748 

	0.09 
	0.09 

	£79,976 
	£79,976 

	£2,479 
	£2,479 


	3G 
	3G 
	3G 

	0.18 
	0.18 

	£192,513 
	£192,513 

	£6,657 
	£6,657 

	0.13 
	0.13 

	£131,842 
	£131,842 

	£4,559 
	£4,559 

	0.13 
	0.13 

	£140,009 
	£140,009 

	£4,841 
	£4,841 

	0.44 
	0.44 

	£464,364 
	£464,364 

	£16,057 
	£16,057 


	Total 
	Total 
	Total 

	4.15 
	4.15 

	£558,765 
	£558,765 

	£77,356 
	£77,356 

	2.84 
	2.84 

	£382,670 
	£382,670 

	£52,977 
	£52,977 

	3.02 
	3.02 

	£406,375 
	£406,375 

	£56,259 
	£56,259 

	10.01 
	10.01 

	£1,347,809 
	£1,347,809 

	£186,593 
	£186,593 




	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 

	North West Hatfield 
	North West Hatfield 

	Symondshyde 
	Symondshyde 

	Birchall Garden Suburb 
	Birchall Garden Suburb 

	TOTAL 
	TOTAL 


	Number of Changing Rooms 
	Number of Changing Rooms 
	Number of Changing Rooms 

	4.83 
	4.83 

	3.31 
	3.31 

	3.51 
	3.51 

	11.65 
	11.65 


	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	£846,208 
	£846,208 

	£579,524 
	£579,524 

	£615,424 
	£615,424 

	£2,041,157 
	£2,041,157 




	 
	 Figure 15.2 illustrates that a total of 10 new pitches will be required to meet the needs of new residents living in the proposed developments at North West Hatfield, Symondshyde Village and Birchall Garden Suburb, spread over the different pitch typologies. This is based on existing rates of demand for the Borough and therefore could be subject to change, for instance if a Rugby League team moves into the area or if a new team is formed. 
	 This analysis provides a guideline for future needs generated by major development; however, these should be considered alongside the guidelines provided in the ‘Delivering the Strategy’ chapter of this strategy (see Figure 17.2). For instance, it may be that the increase in demand is met more effectively by existing provision and therefore any S106 contribution is put towards projects that help to meet the need of the new population. It should be noted that the figures that the calculator shows in demande
	 This is likely to be especially relevant for the North West Hatfield and Symondshyde Village developments, as De Haviland Grange, Lemsford Village Hall, Birchwood Leisure Centre, Welwyn RFC and Stanborough School’s existing facilities are located in proximity to the proposed housing developments. Similarly, the Birchall Garden Suburb development is located in close proximity to King George V Playing Fields, Hatfield Hyde CC and Hatfield CC site. As a result, it is likely that investment is better placed on
	 It should be taken into consideration that the Hatfield sub-area analysis shows that there is no spare capacity for football when including projected future demand, and Welwyn RFC – the only rugby facility in the area - is currently operating over capacity. The future analysis for cricket at Roe Hill (the only cricket facility available within the sub area) shows a surplus of 30 match equivalents. In the Southern Villages 
	sub-area, a significant amount of spare capacity for football has been identified at King George V Playing Fields, as well as Hatfield Hyde CC for cricket (and the sub-are a as a whole). Therefore, some of the football and cricket needs identified by the PPC could potentially be met by existing facilities.   
	 It is important to emphasise that the figures generated by the PPC should not be considered in isolation, as some of the housing growth straddles the Welwyn Hatfield and East Herts areas. As a result, the combined demand from the overall development needs to be considered, rather than just the demand from growth within Welwyn Hatfield Borough. 
	 It should also be noted that investment into existing facilities will not necessarily go into facilities within Welwyn Hatfield Borough as there may be facilities close to the site in adjoining authorities where it would be more appropriate for such investment to be made to meet the needs of the development. 
	 As mentioned previously, the Birchall Garden Suburb development includes a proposed 1,350 homes that will be based within the neighbouring local authority of East Herts. Table 15.3 overleaf provides total figures related to required facilies and their costs, when taking into consideration the total new demand projected as a consequence of this allocation. 
	 This combined figure will allow sports facility provision to be planned strategically across the whole development, regardless of where the local authority boundaries are.  
	Figure 15.3: PPC required facilities and associated costs (including projected new population in East Herts) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	  

	North West Hatfield 
	North West Hatfield 

	Symondshyde 
	Symondshyde 

	Birchall Garden Suburb (including projected new population in East Herts)  
	Birchall Garden Suburb (including projected new population in East Herts)  

	TOTAL 
	TOTAL 


	TR
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 

	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 

	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 

	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 


	Natural Grass Pitches 
	Natural Grass Pitches 
	Natural Grass Pitches 

	3.93 
	3.93 

	£333,097 
	£333,097 

	£69,672 
	£69,672 

	2.69 
	2.69 

	£228,121 
	£228,121 

	£47,714 
	£47,714 

	6.07 
	6.07 

	£514,786 
	£514,786 

	£107,674 
	£107,674 

	12.69 
	12.69 

	£1,076,004 
	£1,076,004 

	£225,060 
	£225,060 


	Adult Football 
	Adult Football 
	Adult Football 

	0.95 
	0.95 

	£91,013 
	£91,013 

	£19,204 
	£19,204 

	0.65 
	0.65 

	£62,330 
	£62,330 

	£13,152 
	£13,152 

	1.46 
	1.46 

	£140,656 
	£140,656 

	£29,678 
	£29,678 

	3.06 
	3.06 

	£293,999 
	£293,999 

	£62,034 
	£62,034 


	Youth Football 
	Youth Football 
	Youth Football 

	1.39 
	1.39 

	£111,901 
	£111,901 

	£23,499 
	£23,499 

	0.95 
	0.95 

	£76,635 
	£76,635 

	£16,093 
	£16,093 

	2.15 
	2.15 

	£172,937 
	£172,937 

	£36,317 
	£36,317 

	4.49 
	4.49 

	£361,473 
	£361,473 

	£75,909 
	£75,909 




	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 

	1.13 
	1.13 

	£30,255 
	£30,255 

	£6,353 
	£6,353 

	0.77 
	0.77 

	£20,720 
	£20,720 

	£4,351 
	£4,351 

	1.75 
	1.75 

	£46,757 
	£46,757 

	£9,819 
	£9,819 

	3.65 
	3.65 

	£97,732 
	£97,732 

	£20,523 
	£20,523 


	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 

	0.25 
	0.25 

	£35,808 
	£35,808 

	£7,663 
	£7,663 

	0.17 
	0.17 

	£24,523 
	£24,523 

	£5,248 
	£5,248 

	0.38 
	0.38 

	£55,340 
	£55,340 

	£11,843 
	£11,843 

	0.8 
	0.8 

	£115,671 
	£115,671 

	£24,754 
	£24,754 


	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 

	0 
	0 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 

	0 
	0 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 


	Cricket 
	Cricket 
	Cricket 

	0.21 
	0.21 

	£64,121 
	£64,121 

	£12,952 
	£12,952 

	0.14 
	0.14 

	£43,913 
	£43,913 

	£8,870 
	£8,870 

	0.32 
	0.32 

	£99,096 
	£99,096 

	£20,017 
	£20,017 

	0.67 
	0.67 

	£207,130 
	£207,130 

	£41,839 
	£41,839 


	  
	  
	  

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  

	  
	  


	Artificial Grass Pitches 
	Artificial Grass Pitches 
	Artificial Grass Pitches 

	0.22 
	0.22 

	£225,668 
	£225,668 

	£7,685 
	£7,685 

	0.15 
	0.15 

	£154,549 
	£154,549 

	£5,263 
	£5,263 

	0.34 
	0.34 

	£348,760 
	£348,760 

	£11,877 
	£11,877 

	0.71 
	0.71 

	£728,977 
	£728,977 

	£24,825 
	£24,825 


	Sand Based 
	Sand Based 
	Sand Based 

	0.04 
	0.04 

	£33,156 
	£33,156 

	£1,028 
	£1,028 

	0.03 
	0.03 

	£22,707 
	£22,707 

	£704 
	£704 

	0.06 
	0.06 

	£51,241 
	£51,241 

	£1,588 
	£1,588 

	0.13 
	0.13 

	£107,104 
	£107,104 

	£3,320 
	£3,320 


	3G 
	3G 
	3G 

	0.18 
	0.18 

	£192,513 
	£192,513 

	£6,657 
	£6,657 

	0.13 
	0.13 

	£131,842 
	£131,842 

	£4,559 
	£4,559 

	0.28 
	0.28 

	£297,520 
	£297,520 

	£10,288 
	£10,288 

	0.59 
	0.59 

	£621,875 
	£621,875 

	£21,504 
	£21,504 


	Total 
	Total 
	Total 

	4.15 
	4.15 

	£558,765 
	£558,765 

	£77,356 
	£77,356 

	2.84 
	2.84 

	£382,670 
	£382,670 

	£52,977 
	£52,977 

	6.41 
	6.41 

	£863,546 
	£863,546 

	£119,551 
	£119,551 

	13.4 
	13.4 

	£1,804,981 
	£1,804,981 

	£249,885 
	£249,885 


	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 

	North West Hatfield 
	North West Hatfield 

	Symondshyde 
	Symondshyde 

	Birchall Garden Suburb (including projected new population in East Herts) 
	Birchall Garden Suburb (including projected new population in East Herts) 

	TOTAL 
	TOTAL 


	Number of Changing Rooms 
	Number of Changing Rooms 
	Number of Changing Rooms 

	4.83 
	4.83 

	3.31 
	3.31 

	7.46 
	7.46 

	15.6 
	15.6 


	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	£846,208 
	£846,208 

	£579,524 
	£579,524 

	£1,307,776 
	£1,307,776 

	£2,733,508 
	£2,733,508 




	 
	 As mentioned previously, the Birchall Garden Suburb development includes a proposed 1,350 homes that will be based within the neighbouring local authority of East Herts. Table 15.3 overleaf provides total figures related to required facilies and their costs, when taking into consideration the total new demand projected as a consequence of this allocation.  
	 This combined figure will allow sports facility provision to be planned strategically across the whole development, regardless of where the local authority boundaries are. 
	 
	 DEMAND PROJECTIONS BASED ON TOTAL HOUSING GROWTH – WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH 
	 Table 15.4 below shows demand projections and associated facility requirements identified by the Playing Pitch Calculator when taking into consideration the total number of dwellings planned in Welwyn Hatfield during the lifespan of this Strategy. 
	 There are a total of 15,200 dwellings (or 800pa) planned in Welwyn Hatfield over the Local Plan Period (2013-2032). For the below calculations, the period of 2019-2032 has been taken into consideration, utilising a total of 10,400 new dwellings (based on 800dpa over13 years) and approximately 23,920 people (2.3 people per dwelling as per ONS census). 
	Figure 15.4: PPC required facilities and associated costs (based on total projected housing growth) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	Estimated demand and costs for new pitches (matches and training demand) 
	  

	Welwyn Hatfield 
	Welwyn Hatfield 



	TBody
	TR
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 
	Number of pitches required to meet the estimated demand 

	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 
	Lifecycle Cost (per annum) 


	Natural Grass Pitches 
	Natural Grass Pitches 
	Natural Grass Pitches 

	24.76 
	24.76 

	£2,099,519 
	£2,099,519 

	£439,142 
	£439,142 


	Adult Football 
	Adult Football 
	Adult Football 

	5.96 
	5.96 

	£573,655 
	£573,655 

	£121,041 
	£121,041 


	Youth Football 
	Youth Football 
	Youth Football 

	8.79 
	8.79 

	£705,313 
	£705,313 

	£148,116 
	£148,116 


	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 
	Mini Soccer 

	7.13 
	7.13 

	£190,696 
	£190,696 

	£40,046 
	£40,046 


	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 
	Rugby Union 

	1.56 
	1.56 

	£225,700 
	£225,700 

	£48,300 
	£48,300 


	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 
	Rugby League 

	0.00 
	0.00 

	£0 
	£0 

	£0 
	£0 


	Cricket 
	Cricket 
	Cricket 

	1.33 
	1.33 

	£404,156 
	£404,156 

	£81,639 
	£81,639 


	 
	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 


	Artificial Grass Pitches 
	Artificial Grass Pitches 
	Artificial Grass Pitches 

	1.40 
	1.40 

	£1,422,395 
	£1,422,395 

	£48,438 
	£48,438 


	Sand Based 
	Sand Based 
	Sand Based 

	0.24 
	0.24 

	£208,982 
	£208,982 

	£6,478 
	£6,478 


	3G 
	3G 
	3G 

	1.15 
	1.15 

	£1,213,413 
	£1,213,413 

	£41,959 
	£41,959 


	Total 
	Total 
	Total 

	26.16 
	26.16 

	£3,521,914 
	£3,521,914 

	£487,580 
	£487,580 


	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 
	Estimated ancillary provision to support new playing pitches 

	Total 
	Total 


	Number of Changing Rooms 
	Number of Changing Rooms 
	Number of Changing Rooms 

	30.44 
	30.44 


	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 
	Capital Cost 

	£5,333,676 
	£5,333,676 




	 
	Scenario 2: Loss of unsecured full-sized 3G AGPs from supply 
	 As identified through stakeholder consultation, ensuring all available sites also have security of tenure for current and future provision is vital for the sustainability and growth of pitch sports within Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 It was demonstrated in the AGP section of this report that the two 3G pitches at Hertfordshire Sports Village are key for sport in the area, and heavily used by local football and lacrosse clubs for match and training demand. However, the site was identified as unsecured for long-term community access. 
	 The following scenario shows the omission of these pitches from the analysis, to demonstrate the impact that the loss of these provision would have in the current and future AGP supply in the area.  
	Table 15.1: removal of unsecured full-sized 3G provision 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Size (M) 
	Size (M) 

	Football Match Demand 
	Football Match Demand 

	Football Training Demand 
	Football Training Demand 

	Lacrosse Training Demand 
	Lacrosse Training Demand 

	Lacrosse Match Demand 
	Lacrosse Match Demand 

	Total Demand 
	Total Demand 

	Total Peak-time capacity 
	Total Peak-time capacity 

	Supply and demand balance 
	Supply and demand balance 



	TBody
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	2x 100x60 
	2x 100x60 

	4 
	4 

	16 
	16 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	23 
	23 

	72 
	72 

	49 
	49 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	100x60 
	100x60 

	19 
	19 

	7 
	7 

	0 
	0 

	0 
	0 

	26 
	26 

	36 
	36 

	10 
	10 


	Total – all full-sized 3G pitches  
	Total – all full-sized 3G pitches  
	Total – all full-sized 3G pitches  

	23 
	23 

	16 
	16 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	49 
	49 

	108 
	108 

	59 
	59 


	Total – secured full-sized sites only 
	Total – secured full-sized sites only 
	Total – secured full-sized sites only 

	23 
	23 

	16 
	16 

	1 
	1 

	2 
	2 

	49 
	49 

	36 
	36 

	-13 
	-13 




	 Table 15.1 shows that when removing the 3G pitches at Hertfordshire Sports Village from the analysis and displacing all demand to the only secured full-sized pitch in the borough at Monks Walk School, the analysis shows a deficit of 13 match equivalents. It must be highlighted that the table above includes demand figures as provided by clubs and users during consultation. 
	 To better understand the need for additional 3G facilities in the study area, based on national parameters and calculations, the FA 3G Calculator has been used in the current and future supply and demand modelling as part of the AGP section of this report. FA calculations show that one full-sized 3G AGP is required for every 38 teams, which will allow the required training and match play slots. 
	 Utilising the calculator in previous sections of this report, it was demonstrated that 6 full-sized pitches would be required to satisfy demand from the 224 teams present in the borough. When removing provision at Hertfordshire Sports Village from the analysis and including secured full-sized provision only, the current deficit of 3 pitches would be increased to 5 full-sized 3G pitches. 
	 Applying the calculator to the additional 57 teams identified in the TGR and latent demand calculations, future analysis projects that two new full sized 3G AGPs (rounded up from 1.5) would be required by the end of the strategy. Considering this in conjunction with the current deficit, it can be concluded that, if 3G provision at Hertfordshire Sports Village was to be lost, a total of 7 new full-sized 3G pitches would be required in Welwyn Hatfield by 2032. 
	Scenario 3: impact of Hatfield and Crusaders CC relocation 
	 It was identified during the data gathering and club consultation process of this PPS that Hatfield and Crusaders Cricket Club currently have aspirations to move to the Hatfield House site, which is located in proximity to their existing ground, and have plans to install two new cricket pitches. 
	 The section below illustrates the impact that this potential move and introduction of new provision could have for cricket in the area. 
	 Table 15.2 below shows how the introduction of two new cricket pitches would influence the supply and demand analysis for cricket in the Welwyn Garden City sub-area. 
	 It must be noted that an assumption of 8 grass wickets per pitch has been utilised, with a carrying capacity of 5 matches per wicket per season. 
	 It has also been assumed that once the move is completed, as per recommendation in the football section of this report, the existing ground would be reconfigured for football use only, resulting in the loss of the 10 grass wickets currently present on site (with a capacity of 50 matches per season).
	Table 15.2: Overall cricket supply and demand for Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City - current scenario (figures in match per season) 
	Welwyn Garden City - current scenario (figures in match per season) 
	Welwyn Garden City - current scenario (figures in match per season) 
	Welwyn Garden City - current scenario (figures in match per season) 
	Welwyn Garden City - current scenario (figures in match per season) 



	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Capacity – grass pitches 
	Capacity – grass pitches 

	Capacity – non-turf pitches 
	Capacity – non-turf pitches 

	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Supply & demand balance 
	Supply & demand balance 


	TR
	Adult 
	Adult 

	Junior 
	Junior 

	Total 
	Total 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 
	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 

	260 
	260 

	- 
	- 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	47 
	47 


	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 
	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 

	260 
	260 

	 
	 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	47 
	47 


	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 

	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 
	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

	260 
	260 

	120 
	120 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	167 
	167 


	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 


	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 

	260 
	260 

	- 
	- 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	-26 
	-26 


	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 

	260 
	260 

	- 
	- 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	-26 
	-26 


	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 

	260 
	260 

	120 
	120 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	94 
	94 


	Welwyn Garden City – Scenario: relocation of Hatfield Crusaders to Hatfield House 
	Welwyn Garden City – Scenario: relocation of Hatfield Crusaders to Hatfield House 
	Welwyn Garden City – Scenario: relocation of Hatfield Crusaders to Hatfield House 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 
	1. All secured sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 
	Includes all grass cricket provision that are confirmed as being available and secured for community use 

	290 
	290 

	- 
	- 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	77 
	77 


	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 
	2. All available sites; grass wickets only 

	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 
	Includes all grass provision that is confirmed as being available for community use 

	290 
	290 

	 
	 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	77 
	77 


	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 
	3. All available sites; grass and non-turf pitches 

	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 
	As above, but including non-turf pitches, with an assumed capacity of 60 matches per season (0 for poor) 

	290 
	290 

	120 
	120 

	120 
	120 

	93 
	93 

	197 
	197 


	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 
	Future Analysis (2035) 


	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 
	4. All secured sites; grass wickets- FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 1, but including the projected growth in demand 

	290 
	290 

	- 
	- 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	4 
	4 


	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 
	5. All available sites; grass wickets - FUTURE analysis 

	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 2, but including the projected growth in demand 

	290 
	290 

	- 
	- 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	4 
	4 


	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE 
	6. All available sites; grass and non-turf wickets - FUTURE 

	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 
	As per analysis 3, but including the projected growth in demand 

	290 
	290 

	120 
	120 

	145 
	145 

	141 
	141 

	124 
	124 
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	analysis 
	analysis 




	 
	 Table 15.2 shows that, once the relocation of Hatfield Crusaders CC is completed, the capacity for grass wickets within the Welwyn Garden City sub-area is increased by 30 matches per season, addressing the expected future deficit that had been identified as part of the analysis in the needs assessment section of this report.  
	 When looking at Welwyn Hatfield Borough as a whole, the supply and demand analysis undertaken as part of the Cricket section of this report demonstrated that there is spare capacity for grass wickets in both the current and future analysis. Once the Hatfield Crusaders’ relocation is completed, the current spare capacity in the borough will be increased from 237 to 367 match equivalents per season, while the future spare capacity will change from 133 to 163 match equivalents per season.  
	 
	Scenario 4: completion of potential developments identified in the PPS 
	 This section will model the impact of adding new facilities to the pitch stock in Welwyn Hatfield, as identified as part of site and club consultations in previous stages of this PPS.  
	3G AGP 
	 During the last decade, 3G AGPs have played an increasing role within the national game.  They are regarded by the Football Association (FA) and Football Foundation (FF) as the optimum facility for training by clubs. In recent seasons, they have also become more popular for competitive matches.  
	 As shown in previous sections of this report, FA calculations identify a current deficit of 3 full-sized 3G pitches across Welwyn Hatfield, which is expected to be increased to 5 by the end of the strategy.  
	 In order to address this need for additional 3G facilities, the following sites were identified in the assessment stage of this PPS as potential locations for the development new full sized 3G pitches: - Birchwood Leisure Centre: discussions currently taking place on the potential development of a full sized 3G AGP to replace one of the grass pitches on site -Chancellor’s School: aspirations to establish AGP provision to act as a central community hub for sports in the area. -King George V Playing Fields: 
	 Assuming as part of this scenario that the six projects mentioned above are completed, it can be concluded that the projected stock of full-sized 3G pitches (9) in Welwyn Hatfield would be sufficient to meet the total demand for football during the lifespan of this strategy.  
	FOOTBALL 
	 This section models the impact of the completion of development plans identified for De Havilland Grange (Cornflower Way) and Avery Field as part of consultations with football organisations in Welwyn Hatfield.   
	 De Havilland Grange currently has one Youth 11v11 pitch, however funding has been secured for a full redevelopment of the site, including the reconfiguration of grass provision into one Youth 9v9 and two Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches. As the site is currently used by an U12 team from Hatfield Comet Youth, the reconfiguration would allow this demand to take place 
	on the recommended pitch size for the age group, as well as increasing 9v9 and 7v7 capacity, which is currently at a deficit within the Hatfield sub-area and Welwyn Hatfield as a whole. 
	 Consultation with Welwyn Garden City FC revealed that the club’s current home ground is operating over capacity, accommodating demand from their Adult (Tier 5) team, as well as Adult and Mini teams from Welwyn Garden City Youth FC. The development of additional provision at Avery Field – adjacent to the existing site – would allow the club to address the current issue of overplay, as well as working towards their aspirations of growing their youth section and introducing a ladies section. An ideal configur
	CRICKET 
	 This section models the installation of an additional Non-Turf Pitch to the existing squares at North Mymms Cricket Club and Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club (Home to Welwyn Garden City CC), as identified in the assessment stage of this PPS and via club consultations. 
	 North Mymms Cricket Club is located in the Southern Villages sub-area, which is currently under capacity by 160 match equivalents per year (see table 5.14 of the needs assessment). The site itself, however, is currently at capacity.  
	 An additional NTP is estimated to add a further 60 match equivalents to the site which would address the current capacity issues. It should be noted that not all matches could be played on the NTP as leagues require some matches to be played on fine turf wickets. An NTP on this site would produce enough capacity to allow the club’s junior section to develop on the site without damaging the square due to overplay. It is estimated that overall, an NTP would reduce overplay across the Borough by around 20-30 
	 Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club is located in Welwyn Garden City. The sub area is under capacity by 47 matches per season, however a deficit of grass provision is projected when including future demand (see table 5.15 in the needs assessment). The site itself is currently overplayed by 10 matches per season. 
	 Adding an NTP to the site would allow an additional 60 match equivalents of supply, addressing the issues of overplay at the site (accommodating existing junior demand) and future grass capacity deficit at the sub-area level.  
	RUBGY UNION 
	 This section models the impact of the completion of development plans identified through club consultations with Hatfield QE RFC and Welwyn RFC. 
	 Hatfield QE RFC - currently playing from Roe Hill - have expressed their intentions to develop their own facility, consisting of 2 senior pitches and a club house, however they have not secured a location for this.  
	 Welwyn RFC are currently operating over capacity at their home ground and urgently require additional land to develop further pitch provision.  
	 Table 15.3 below illustrates the impact that the introduction of the above mentioned provision would have in the capacity analysis for Rugby club sites in Welwyn Hatfield. The scenario 
	below assumes that a total of three Senior Rugby Union pitches (with adequate natural drainage and good maintenance) will be developed by the end of the strategy. 
	Table 15.3: Scenario – development of additional Rugby Union Provision – Capacity Analysis   
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 
	Analysis 

	Notes 
	Notes 

	Existing  
	Existing  
	capacity – grass pitches 

	Additional Capacity as per new provision 
	Additional Capacity as per new provision 

	Total capacity 
	Total capacity 

	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 
	Community use demand (matches + training in match equivalent sessions) 

	Balance  
	Balance  



	TBody
	TR
	Adult/Yth 
	Adult/Yth 

	Junior/Mini 
	Junior/Mini 


	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 
	Current Analysis (2017) 


	1. All rugby provision that is available for community use 
	1. All rugby provision that is available for community use 
	1. All rugby provision that is available for community use 

	All sites, with demand 
	All sites, with demand 

	6 
	6 

	9 
	9 

	15 
	15 

	9.5 
	9.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 

	-7 
	-7 


	2. All rugby provision that is secured for community use 
	2. All rugby provision that is secured for community use 
	2. All rugby provision that is secured for community use 

	All secured sites  
	All secured sites  

	4.5 
	4.5 

	9 
	9 

	13.5 
	13.5 

	9.5 
	9.5 

	12.5 
	12.5 

	-8.5 
	-8.5 


	Future Analysis (2032) 
	Future Analysis (2032) 
	Future Analysis (2032) 


	4. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby club sites 
	4. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby club sites 
	4. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby club sites 

	As per analysis 1, including projected growth in demand to 2032 
	As per analysis 1, including projected growth in demand to 2032 

	6 
	6 

	9 
	9 

	15 
	15 

	15 
	15 

	28 
	28 

	-28 
	-28 


	5. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision secured for community use 
	5. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision secured for community use 
	5. Future balance (including projected team growth) for all rugby provision secured for community use 

	As per analysis 2, including projected growth in demand to 2032 
	As per analysis 2, including projected growth in demand to 2032 

	4.5 
	4.5 

	9 
	9 

	13.5 
	13.5 

	15 
	15 

	28 
	28 

	-29.5 
	-29.5 




	 Table 15.3 demonstrates that the development of additional rugby pitches as identified through club consultations is expected to reduce the current and future deficit for Rugby within Welwyn Hatfield significantly, however it is not sufficient to meet current and future levels of demand. 
	 It is therefore required that the drainage and maintenance of existing and new provision is also enhanced in order to increase pitch carrying capacity across the borough.  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	  
	 Strategic recommendations and action plan 
	 To facilitate the development of sport and physical activity across Welwyn Hatfield, it is advised that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy project, continues to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as part of this strategy. 
	 This section of the report provides a set of strategic recommendations, to guide future governance and investment into pitch sport provision across the study area. 
	Strategic recommendations 
	 This section brings together the complete evidence base and analysis that has been developed as part of the PPS and provides a clear strategy for the future delivery of pitch sports provision in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	 At a strategic level, the following key recommendations have been identified for each of the sport typologies, as well as for general sports provision.  
	 The recommendations contained within this document are in line with the recommendations and actions for the relevant sports (e.g. Athletics, Cycling, Golf) contained within the WHBC Built Facilities Strategy. 
	GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 
	• Recommendation G0: It is recommended that Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council local planning policy protects all playing field sites as identified in this document, in order to reduce the risk of loss and subsequent impact on sport and physical activity provision. Where a site is to be lost, the future development plan for the site should meet one of the five policy exceptions identified in Sport England's March 2018 issue of the Playing Fields Guidance. In addition, it is key that local authority planning po
	• Recommendation G0: It is recommended that Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council local planning policy protects all playing field sites as identified in this document, in order to reduce the risk of loss and subsequent impact on sport and physical activity provision. Where a site is to be lost, the future development plan for the site should meet one of the five policy exceptions identified in Sport England's March 2018 issue of the Playing Fields Guidance. In addition, it is key that local authority planning po
	• Recommendation G0: It is recommended that Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council local planning policy protects all playing field sites as identified in this document, in order to reduce the risk of loss and subsequent impact on sport and physical activity provision. Where a site is to be lost, the future development plan for the site should meet one of the five policy exceptions identified in Sport England's March 2018 issue of the Playing Fields Guidance. In addition, it is key that local authority planning po

	• Recommendation G1: Work with well-run sports clubs to utilise the existing volunteer network across Welwyn Hatfield and providing more autonomy for clubs, allowing those organisations that have adequate governance and financial stability to develop facilities and participation. 
	• Recommendation G1: Work with well-run sports clubs to utilise the existing volunteer network across Welwyn Hatfield and providing more autonomy for clubs, allowing those organisations that have adequate governance and financial stability to develop facilities and participation. 

	• Recommendation G2: Address the issue of poor ancillary and changing pavilion quality through the refurbishment and replacement of existing ancillary facilities, prioritising those on multi-pitch sites that are currently well used. Utilise the action plan to identify specific sites for development. 
	• Recommendation G2: Address the issue of poor ancillary and changing pavilion quality through the refurbishment and replacement of existing ancillary facilities, prioritising those on multi-pitch sites that are currently well used. Utilise the action plan to identify specific sites for development. 

	• Recommendation G3: Enhance the drainage and maintenance of pitches that are currently operating over-capacity, to increase the pitch capacity to accommodate demand of current user clubs, especially on council-maintained pitches. Utilise the 
	• Recommendation G3: Enhance the drainage and maintenance of pitches that are currently operating over-capacity, to increase the pitch capacity to accommodate demand of current user clubs, especially on council-maintained pitches. Utilise the 


	action plan to identify specific sites for development. 
	action plan to identify specific sites for development. 
	action plan to identify specific sites for development. 

	• Recommendation G4: Work with clubs based at council owned sites, to establish long-term security use agreements, ensuring that clubs and participants have security of tenure and are able to grow and develop through grant funding wider investment. 
	• Recommendation G4: Work with clubs based at council owned sites, to establish long-term security use agreements, ensuring that clubs and participants have security of tenure and are able to grow and develop through grant funding wider investment. 

	• Recommendation G5: For all sports and physical activity, look to increase and secure community use at education sites across the study area. There is currently some level of dependence on unsecured facilities to meet the needs of residents across the Borough, which represents a risk to participation and physical activity in Welwyn Hatfield Borough. A strategic approach is recommended to address this, as opposed to being dealt with on a school by school basis, identifying priority schools to focus on, as w
	• Recommendation G5: For all sports and physical activity, look to increase and secure community use at education sites across the study area. There is currently some level of dependence on unsecured facilities to meet the needs of residents across the Borough, which represents a risk to participation and physical activity in Welwyn Hatfield Borough. A strategic approach is recommended to address this, as opposed to being dealt with on a school by school basis, identifying priority schools to focus on, as w

	• Recommendation G6: it is recommended for a master planning exercise to be undertaken on the Gosling Sports Park site to consider how it could effectively accommodate the needs, priorities and recommendations for indoor and outdoor sports facilities as outlined in this PPS and the emerging Built Facilities Strategy. 
	• Recommendation G6: it is recommended for a master planning exercise to be undertaken on the Gosling Sports Park site to consider how it could effectively accommodate the needs, priorities and recommendations for indoor and outdoor sports facilities as outlined in this PPS and the emerging Built Facilities Strategy. 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	FOOTBALL 
	• Recommendation F1: Protect all grass pitches for future football use and develop further capacity through improved maintenance and the development of 3G AGP provision, to ensure there is spare capacity for football over the lifetime of the strategy  
	• Recommendation F1: Protect all grass pitches for future football use and develop further capacity through improved maintenance and the development of 3G AGP provision, to ensure there is spare capacity for football over the lifetime of the strategy  
	• Recommendation F1: Protect all grass pitches for future football use and develop further capacity through improved maintenance and the development of 3G AGP provision, to ensure there is spare capacity for football over the lifetime of the strategy  

	• Recommendation F2: Ensure sites that have community use available also have security of tenure to protect the future provision of football, allowing clubs based on council sites to apply for grants and investments from various governing bodies.    
	• Recommendation F2: Ensure sites that have community use available also have security of tenure to protect the future provision of football, allowing clubs based on council sites to apply for grants and investments from various governing bodies.    

	• Recommendation F3: Provide sites where there is significant use of adult pitches to meet Youth Football and Mini Soccer pitch demand with mobile goal posts to ensure the appropriate sized goals and pitches are being used for these age-groups. 
	• Recommendation F3: Provide sites where there is significant use of adult pitches to meet Youth Football and Mini Soccer pitch demand with mobile goal posts to ensure the appropriate sized goals and pitches are being used for these age-groups. 

	• Recommendation F4: FA calculations estimate that there is a current deficit of three full sized 3G AGPs in Welwyn Hatfield, which is expected to increase to five by the end of the strategy. Identify at least 3 sites to develop full sized 3G AGP provision, to meet the growing demand for this pitch type and meet the needs of local clubs and residents. The following sites should be considered, as identified as part of this study, and in conjunction with any priorities identified in the emerging Local Footbal
	• Recommendation F4: FA calculations estimate that there is a current deficit of three full sized 3G AGPs in Welwyn Hatfield, which is expected to increase to five by the end of the strategy. Identify at least 3 sites to develop full sized 3G AGP provision, to meet the growing demand for this pitch type and meet the needs of local clubs and residents. The following sites should be considered, as identified as part of this study, and in conjunction with any priorities identified in the emerging Local Footbal


	- Ridgeway Academy 
	- Ridgeway Academy 
	- Ridgeway Academy 

	• Recommendation F5: Increase the level of maintenance at sites identified as being close to the poor rating, in order to mitigate the risk of pitches falling into disuse and lowering the carrying capacity of pitch provision in the borough 
	• Recommendation F5: Increase the level of maintenance at sites identified as being close to the poor rating, in order to mitigate the risk of pitches falling into disuse and lowering the carrying capacity of pitch provision in the borough 

	• Recommendation F6: Focus on the development of ancillary facilities located at local authority sites in terms of changing room provision. This should be in conjunction with the Football Foundation, and in line with any priorities for investment identified as part of the emerging Local Football Facilities Plan for Welwyn Hatfield.  
	• Recommendation F6: Focus on the development of ancillary facilities located at local authority sites in terms of changing room provision. This should be in conjunction with the Football Foundation, and in line with any priorities for investment identified as part of the emerging Local Football Facilities Plan for Welwyn Hatfield.  


	CRICKET  
	• Recommendation C1: Protect all sites designated as cricket playing fields in this PPS in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. Cricket should not only be protected from loss but also from developments that would prejudice their use, particularly ball strike, unless it can be properly mitigated (this has become an increasing issue with developments around cricket grounds and, if not given appropriate weight, it could prejudice cricket activity on the sites). 
	• Recommendation C1: Protect all sites designated as cricket playing fields in this PPS in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. Cricket should not only be protected from loss but also from developments that would prejudice their use, particularly ball strike, unless it can be properly mitigated (this has become an increasing issue with developments around cricket grounds and, if not given appropriate weight, it could prejudice cricket activity on the sites). 
	• Recommendation C1: Protect all sites designated as cricket playing fields in this PPS in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. Cricket should not only be protected from loss but also from developments that would prejudice their use, particularly ball strike, unless it can be properly mitigated (this has become an increasing issue with developments around cricket grounds and, if not given appropriate weight, it could prejudice cricket activity on the sites). 

	• Recommendation C2: Work with clubs that are currently using sites that are over-capacity, such as Hatfield Crusaders CC, North Mymms CC and Welwyn Garden City CC, to provide additional provision, through non-turf (artificial) wickets, in order to accommodate junior team demand. 
	• Recommendation C2: Work with clubs that are currently using sites that are over-capacity, such as Hatfield Crusaders CC, North Mymms CC and Welwyn Garden City CC, to provide additional provision, through non-turf (artificial) wickets, in order to accommodate junior team demand. 

	• Recommendation C3: Utilise the funding opportunities and strategic direction provided by the ECB’s Cricket Unleashed strategy, to provide fit for purpose facilities and programmes across the Borough. Work with the ECB to continue to develop community programmes such as All Stars Cricket, Women’s Softball Festivals, Get the Game On and Chance to Shine and increase participation in the programme across the Borough. 
	• Recommendation C3: Utilise the funding opportunities and strategic direction provided by the ECB’s Cricket Unleashed strategy, to provide fit for purpose facilities and programmes across the Borough. Work with the ECB to continue to develop community programmes such as All Stars Cricket, Women’s Softball Festivals, Get the Game On and Chance to Shine and increase participation in the programme across the Borough. 


	 
	• Recommendation C4: Invest in ancillary facilities and the use of better security systems in order to decrease the amount of anti-social behaviour. Utilise the action plan to identify the specific sites where this should be a priority.  
	• Recommendation C4: Invest in ancillary facilities and the use of better security systems in order to decrease the amount of anti-social behaviour. Utilise the action plan to identify the specific sites where this should be a priority.  
	• Recommendation C4: Invest in ancillary facilities and the use of better security systems in order to decrease the amount of anti-social behaviour. Utilise the action plan to identify the specific sites where this should be a priority.  


	RUGBY 
	• Recommendation R1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy.  
	• Recommendation R1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy.  
	• Recommendation R1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy.  

	• Recommendation R2: Improve the pitch drainage and maintenance regime across all key rugby sites, to increase the capacity of grass rugby pitches, especially those at Roe Hill and Welwyn RFC. 
	• Recommendation R2: Improve the pitch drainage and maintenance regime across all key rugby sites, to increase the capacity of grass rugby pitches, especially those at Roe Hill and Welwyn RFC. 

	• Recommendation R3: Support Welwyn RFC to develop additional pitch provision to accommodate their growing demand, and Hatfield QE RFC in their aspirations to develop their own facility for relocation. 
	• Recommendation R3: Support Welwyn RFC to develop additional pitch provision to accommodate their growing demand, and Hatfield QE RFC in their aspirations to develop their own facility for relocation. 

	• Recommendation R4: Monitor the growth of women’s and girls’ rugby to ensure there is sufficient capacity to allow clubs to develop these sections. 
	• Recommendation R4: Monitor the growth of women’s and girls’ rugby to ensure there is sufficient capacity to allow clubs to develop these sections. 

	• Recommendation R5: Work with clubs to upgrade facilities to ensure they are appropriate for hosting matches for both genders at the same time. 
	• Recommendation R5: Work with clubs to upgrade facilities to ensure they are appropriate for hosting matches for both genders at the same time. 

	• Recommendation R6: Install permanent or demountable floodlighting to increase 
	• Recommendation R6: Install permanent or demountable floodlighting to increase 


	training capacity. 
	training capacity. 
	training capacity. 


	HOCKEY 
	• Recommendation H1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. 
	• Recommendation H1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. 
	• Recommendation H1: Protect all sites designated as rugby playing fields in this PPS, in line with Sport England’s Playing Fields Policy. 

	• Recommendation H2: Ensure long-term community use agreements are in place, especially at educational sites such as Hertfordshire Sports Village and Queenswood School, to further develop hockey within the area. This will allow for great club growth and facility development.  
	• Recommendation H2: Ensure long-term community use agreements are in place, especially at educational sites such as Hertfordshire Sports Village and Queenswood School, to further develop hockey within the area. This will allow for great club growth and facility development.  

	• Recommendation H3: Safeguard sand based AGP provision for future use and do not allow the conversion from sand based to 3G AGP’s to occur unless offset with new development. 
	• Recommendation H3: Safeguard sand based AGP provision for future use and do not allow the conversion from sand based to 3G AGP’s to occur unless offset with new development. 

	• Recommendation H4: Work with Queenswood School to improve pitch quality on site, which will increase Hockey capacity in the borough and attract further club use. 
	• Recommendation H4: Work with Queenswood School to improve pitch quality on site, which will increase Hockey capacity in the borough and attract further club use. 


	 
	TENNIS 
	• Recommendation T1: Work with the LTA to invest in further local authority facilities, focussing on those of poorer quality, to increase tennis capacity across the borough and address the current deficit of provision. 
	• Recommendation T1: Work with the LTA to invest in further local authority facilities, focussing on those of poorer quality, to increase tennis capacity across the borough and address the current deficit of provision. 
	• Recommendation T1: Work with the LTA to invest in further local authority facilities, focussing on those of poorer quality, to increase tennis capacity across the borough and address the current deficit of provision. 

	• Recommendation T2: Work in conjunction with the FA and Football Foundation when applying for new 3G surfaces and sites as Tennis courts can be added onto such applications and better serve a wider aspect of the community.  
	• Recommendation T2: Work in conjunction with the FA and Football Foundation when applying for new 3G surfaces and sites as Tennis courts can be added onto such applications and better serve a wider aspect of the community.  

	• Recommendation T3: Ensure that the loss of the Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club site is mitigated with the provision of equivalent facilities elsewhere in the borough; and protect tennis provision at Brookmans Park Golf Club, which has been identified as a potential site for housing developments. 
	• Recommendation T3: Ensure that the loss of the Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club site is mitigated with the provision of equivalent facilities elsewhere in the borough; and protect tennis provision at Brookmans Park Golf Club, which has been identified as a potential site for housing developments. 


	NETBALL 
	• Recommendation N1: Protect all sites designated as netball provision and establish long-term community use agreements with educational sites and netball clubs, as well as continued maintenance improvements to surfaces. 
	• Recommendation N1: Protect all sites designated as netball provision and establish long-term community use agreements with educational sites and netball clubs, as well as continued maintenance improvements to surfaces. 
	• Recommendation N1: Protect all sites designated as netball provision and establish long-term community use agreements with educational sites and netball clubs, as well as continued maintenance improvements to surfaces. 


	LACROSSE 
	• Recommendation L1: Protect the existing 3G facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, with a view to increase pitch availability for Lacrosse (particularly Welwyn Warriors) and support local clubs securing suitable training and match pitch space, which has been identified as a major issue as part of this study.  
	• Recommendation L1: Protect the existing 3G facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, with a view to increase pitch availability for Lacrosse (particularly Welwyn Warriors) and support local clubs securing suitable training and match pitch space, which has been identified as a major issue as part of this study.  
	• Recommendation L1: Protect the existing 3G facilities in Welwyn Hatfield, with a view to increase pitch availability for Lacrosse (particularly Welwyn Warriors) and support local clubs securing suitable training and match pitch space, which has been identified as a major issue as part of this study.  


	GOLF 
	• Recommendation G1: Protect all sites designated as Golf provision and establish long-term community use agreements, as well as continued maintenance improvements to golf courses and driving ranges.  A golf facility needs assessment will need to be prepared to support any golf facility that is progressed for development as golf sites are increasingly coming under 
	• Recommendation G1: Protect all sites designated as Golf provision and establish long-term community use agreements, as well as continued maintenance improvements to golf courses and driving ranges.  A golf facility needs assessment will need to be prepared to support any golf facility that is progressed for development as golf sites are increasingly coming under 
	• Recommendation G1: Protect all sites designated as Golf provision and establish long-term community use agreements, as well as continued maintenance improvements to golf courses and driving ranges.  A golf facility needs assessment will need to be prepared to support any golf facility that is progressed for development as golf sites are increasingly coming under 


	pressure for development and a more detailed analysis of needs will be required than that included in this PPS, to inform whether facilities are surplus to requirements. 
	pressure for development and a more detailed analysis of needs will be required than that included in this PPS, to inform whether facilities are surplus to requirements. 
	pressure for development and a more detailed analysis of needs will be required than that included in this PPS, to inform whether facilities are surplus to requirements. 


	CYCLING 
	• Recommendation CY1: Protect provision at Gosling Sports Park, which is considered of key importance for the development of cycling in the region. If the ancillary facilities on site (due to be closed down) are to be lost, explore alternative options for their replacement. 
	• Recommendation CY1: Protect provision at Gosling Sports Park, which is considered of key importance for the development of cycling in the region. If the ancillary facilities on site (due to be closed down) are to be lost, explore alternative options for their replacement. 
	• Recommendation CY1: Protect provision at Gosling Sports Park, which is considered of key importance for the development of cycling in the region. If the ancillary facilities on site (due to be closed down) are to be lost, explore alternative options for their replacement. 

	• Recommendation CY2: Continue to monitor the quality of provision at Gosling Sports Park, and continue to invest in improving the quality of the velodrome track on site as identified in the needs assessment of this PPS (it must be highlighted that the surface has recently been replaced). 
	• Recommendation CY2: Continue to monitor the quality of provision at Gosling Sports Park, and continue to invest in improving the quality of the velodrome track on site as identified in the needs assessment of this PPS (it must be highlighted that the surface has recently been replaced). 

	• Recommendation CY3: work in conjunction with England Athletics to explore the displacement of athletics demand to Oakland College, in order to address the current programming issues – subject to further feasibility work. 
	• Recommendation CY3: work in conjunction with England Athletics to explore the displacement of athletics demand to Oakland College, in order to address the current programming issues – subject to further feasibility work. 


	BOWLS 
	• Recommendation B1: Protect all sites designated as bowls facilities in this PPS. Recommendation B2: Continue to support the work of volunteers and, where appropriate, to empower members to have control over management of their own facility. The Council, Bowls England and Sport England should continue to support projects that help clubs attract more players and grow the game further in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• Recommendation B1: Protect all sites designated as bowls facilities in this PPS. Recommendation B2: Continue to support the work of volunteers and, where appropriate, to empower members to have control over management of their own facility. The Council, Bowls England and Sport England should continue to support projects that help clubs attract more players and grow the game further in Welwyn Hatfield. 
	• Recommendation B1: Protect all sites designated as bowls facilities in this PPS. Recommendation B2: Continue to support the work of volunteers and, where appropriate, to empower members to have control over management of their own facility. The Council, Bowls England and Sport England should continue to support projects that help clubs attract more players and grow the game further in Welwyn Hatfield. 


	ATHLETICS 
	• Recommendation A1: Work with England Athletics and the resident clubs to explore the relocation of existing demand at Gosling Sports Park to one of the potential relocation sites (in alignment with CY3), protect this facility until further feasibility studies are completed to determine the most suitable solution. If the track at Gosling Sports Park was to be lost, it must be replaced with equivalent facilities elsewhere in the area. 
	• Recommendation A1: Work with England Athletics and the resident clubs to explore the relocation of existing demand at Gosling Sports Park to one of the potential relocation sites (in alignment with CY3), protect this facility until further feasibility studies are completed to determine the most suitable solution. If the track at Gosling Sports Park was to be lost, it must be replaced with equivalent facilities elsewhere in the area. 
	• Recommendation A1: Work with England Athletics and the resident clubs to explore the relocation of existing demand at Gosling Sports Park to one of the potential relocation sites (in alignment with CY3), protect this facility until further feasibility studies are completed to determine the most suitable solution. If the track at Gosling Sports Park was to be lost, it must be replaced with equivalent facilities elsewhere in the area. 


	 
	Action plan 
	 Through a detailed supply and demand analysis of the sports included in the scope of the strategy, as well as stakeholder consultations across the study area, an action plan has been created, which will guide the steering group in their delivery of sports provision and facility decisions over the next 10 years. The action plan is broken down by site with clear owners, timescales and expected resources. This is shown Table 16.1. 
	 The table identifies potential sources of external funding. It should be noted that funding for the actions below could come from one, or a combination, of funding sources shown below. This is not an exhaustive list and could be extended to other sources, depending on availability. 
	• CIL monies 
	• CIL monies 
	• CIL monies 


	• Section 106 funding 
	• Section 106 funding 
	• Section 106 funding 

	• Community Grant Schemes 
	• Community Grant Schemes 


	 The Action Plan does not identify all those clubs that may be partners or provide resources in relation to its delivery.  It is assumed that where clubs have a long-standing interest in a specific site that they will be a partner in delivering the actions and contribute financially or in-kind where appropriate. 
	 The Action Plan has been developed in partnership by WHBC and a range of stakeholders, including Sport England and several sports’ national governing bodies, and therefore its delivery is a partnership between all these bodies and not WHBC only.    
	 The Action Plan does not identify Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council as a key resource either in terms of officer time or finance, except for those sites owned and/or managed by the Council.  However, the Council has an interest in all those projects delivered within the local authority area and may contribute towards them either financially or in-kind, as appropriate and subject to available resources. It should be noted that not all sites have actions allocated to them, as it is unrealistic to expect fundin
	ACTION PLAN TERMINOLOGY 
	• Issue/ opportunity: The issue or opportunity that can be addressed 
	• Issue/ opportunity: The issue or opportunity that can be addressed 
	• Issue/ opportunity: The issue or opportunity that can be addressed 

	• Actions ID: Numbering indicates order of preference 
	• Actions ID: Numbering indicates order of preference 

	• Partners: Top listed partner is identified as lead partner 
	• Partners: Top listed partner is identified as lead partner 

	• Resources: Key resource implications (time and money) 
	• Resources: Key resource implications (time and money) 

	• Timescale: Short: 1–5 yrs. Medium: 5-10 yrs. Long 10+ yrs. 
	• Timescale: Short: 1–5 yrs. Medium: 5-10 yrs. Long 10+ yrs. 

	• Priority: Low, Medium and High, depending on overall impact for sports participation 
	• Priority: Low, Medium and High, depending on overall impact for sports participation 

	• Acronyms: WHBC (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council), FA (Football Association), FF (Football Foundation), ECB (England & Wales Cricket Board), Lawn Tennis Association (LTA), EH (England Hockey), RFU (Rugby Football Union), CC (cricket club), HC (hockey club), FC (football club). 
	• Acronyms: WHBC (Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council), FA (Football Association), FF (Football Foundation), ECB (England & Wales Cricket Board), Lawn Tennis Association (LTA), EH (England Hockey), RFU (Rugby Football Union), CC (cricket club), HC (hockey club), FC (football club). 


	 All costs are estimated, based on 4global desktop research and consultation with industry experts. These are not based on firm pricing or quotes from reputable contractors, unless stated otherwise. 
	 All maintenance costs represent the full cost for maintaining the pitches. They do not, therefore, reflect any maintenance that is currently being undertaken at the site and the cost incurred for these services. In reality, the cost for additional maintenance would be reflected by an increase of the current maintenance cost, rather than the full price stated as part of this action plan 
	 It is important to highlight that all generic and site specific recommendations and actions listed in this section have been assigned with lead partners and key resources for their delivery. However, this does not commit any of the partners, including WHBC, to the delivery of the actions as this will be determined by financial and staffing resources, corporate priorities, co-operation by other stakeholders, etc 
	 There is not unlimited funding to invest in sports facilities, for any of the identified partners. As a result, actions have been prioritised on sites that are currently either not fit-for-purpose, showing a deficit of provision, or those that represent a viable investment opportunity that will significantly increase the quality, quantity or accessibility of sports provision in Welwyn Hatfield.  
	 To provide the Council and Steering Group with a clear identification of ‘strategic’ investment priorities across the study area, high profile strategic investment projects have been identified overleaf in bold. These projects are likely to be limited in number due to their size but will deliver a significant level of benefit for grass-roots sport and physical activity. These projects are likely to cost approximately £250,000 or more and will include a number of different stakeholders and funding partners.
	 
	 
	Table 16.1: Welwyn Hatfield’s PPS Action Plan (2018-2033 ) 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 
	Site Name 

	Subarea 
	Subarea 

	Action ID/Ref 
	Action ID/Ref 

	Issue / opportunity 
	Issue / opportunity 

	Key Action(s) 
	Key Action(s) 

	Partners 
	Partners 

	Resources 
	Resources 

	Timing 
	Timing 

	Priority 
	Priority 



	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 
	BIRCHWOOD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Football 1 - Enhance 
	Football 1 - Enhance 

	The grass pitches were deemed Standard as part of the site inspection, however it was revealed that they could sometimes be unsafe with a hard surface due to using inappropriate maintenance equipment  
	The grass pitches were deemed Standard as part of the site inspection, however it was revealed that they could sometimes be unsafe with a hard surface due to using inappropriate maintenance equipment  

	Provide support acquiring the required equipment to put in place an improved and more robust maintenance regime. 
	Provide support acquiring the required equipment to put in place an improved and more robust maintenance regime. 

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	Hatfield Town Council, 
	FF 

	FF funding 
	FF funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Football 2 - Enhance 
	Football 2 - Enhance 

	Youth 11v11 pitches on site are at capacity during peak times, with significant spare capacity on the adult pitches 
	Youth 11v11 pitches on site are at capacity during peak times, with significant spare capacity on the adult pitches 

	Explore a potential re-configuration of the site in order to address the current deficit for Youth 11v11 provision across the Borough 
	Explore a potential re-configuration of the site in order to address the current deficit for Youth 11v11 provision across the Borough 

	Hatfield Town Council, 
	Hatfield Town Council, 
	WHBC, 
	Site users 
	 

	Council officer time 
	Council officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Football 3 - Provide 
	Football 3 - Provide 

	An opportunity to replace one of the existing adult grass pitches on site with a full-sized 3G AGP has been identified. 
	An opportunity to replace one of the existing adult grass pitches on site with a full-sized 3G AGP has been identified. 
	The site has also been identified by Hatfield Town FC as a potential site for relocation. 

	Explore the site’s potential to accommodate demand from Hatfield Town FC and for 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP.  
	Explore the site’s potential to accommodate demand from Hatfield Town FC and for 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP.  

	WHBC,  
	WHBC,  
	FA,  
	FF, 
	Sport England 

	Council, FA and Sport England officer time, 
	Council, FA and Sport England officer time, 
	FA funding for new 3G AGP 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 
	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 
	BISHOPS HATFIELD GIRLS SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Rugby 1 - Provide 
	Rugby 1 - Provide 

	The school are looking to access RFU funding that they will put into new grass pitch provision at the site  
	The school are looking to access RFU funding that they will put into new grass pitch provision at the site  

	Support the school and work together with relevant NGBs to determine a new site configuration that will be beneficial for all sports on site 
	Support the school and work together with relevant NGBs to determine a new site configuration that will be beneficial for all sports on site 

	Bishop’s Hatfield Girls School 
	Bishop’s Hatfield Girls School 
	RFU, 
	FA, 
	ECB 

	RFU funding, 
	RFU funding, 
	School funds 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	BROOKMANS PARK GOLF CLUB 
	BROOKMANS PARK GOLF CLUB 
	BROOKMANS PARK GOLF CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Tennis 1 - Protect 
	Tennis 1 - Protect 

	LTA consultation revealed that the site has been put forward for potential housing development, which could result in a displacement/loss of tennis playing members in the borough 
	LTA consultation revealed that the site has been put forward for potential housing development, which could result in a displacement/loss of tennis playing members in the borough 

	Protect the tennis provision and support the club in securing a long-term usage agreement 
	Protect the tennis provision and support the club in securing a long-term usage agreement 

	WHBC, Sport England, 
	WHBC, Sport England, 
	LTA, 
	Brookmans Park Golf Club 

	WHBC, Sport England and LTA officer time 
	WHBC, Sport England and LTA officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 
	CHANCELLOR'S SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 4 - Provide 
	Football 4 - Provide 

	The school have expressed their aspirations to establish 
	The school have expressed their aspirations to establish 

	Explore the site’s potential for 3G 
	Explore the site’s potential for 3G 

	WHBC, Chancellor’s 
	WHBC, Chancellor’s 

	WHBC, FA and RFU 
	WHBC, FA and RFU 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 




	Table
	TBody
	TR
	AGP provision on site, to act as a central community hub for sports in the area, which would also demand further parking capacity 
	AGP provision on site, to act as a central community hub for sports in the area, which would also demand further parking capacity 

	development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 

	School, 
	School, 
	FA,  
	RFU 

	officer time 
	officer time 


	TR
	Rugby 2 – Enhance 
	Rugby 2 – Enhance 

	The drainage problems and poor condition of the pitch is restricting community use of the pitch 
	The drainage problems and poor condition of the pitch is restricting community use of the pitch 

	Improve quality of maintenance on site with a view to improving drainage on site 
	Improve quality of maintenance on site with a view to improving drainage on site 

	Chancellor’s School 
	Chancellor’s School 
	RFU 
	WHBC 

	RFU funding 
	RFU funding 
	School funds 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 
	COMMONSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 5 - Enhance 
	Football 5 - Enhance 

	The Mini 7v7 pitch on site is not available to the community due to its poor condition. Improving its quality and making it available to the wider community would help address the deficit for 7v7 provision in the area 
	The Mini 7v7 pitch on site is not available to the community due to its poor condition. Improving its quality and making it available to the wider community would help address the deficit for 7v7 provision in the area 

	Support the school in improving pitch maintenance 
	Support the school in improving pitch maintenance 

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	Commonswood School 

	WHBC funding, 
	WHBC funding, 
	FF funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	COOPERS ROAD 
	COOPERS ROAD 
	COOPERS ROAD 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 6 - Protect 
	Football 6 - Protect 

	Due to its poor location and pitch quality, no demand has been recorded on the Adult pitch on site 
	Due to its poor location and pitch quality, no demand has been recorded on the Adult pitch on site 

	Re-designate the site as open space for alternative sports and physical activity  
	Re-designate the site as open space for alternative sports and physical activity  

	WHBC 
	WHBC 

	WHBC funding 
	WHBC funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 


	CRESWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	CRESWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	CRESWICK PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 7 - Provide 
	Football 7 - Provide 

	The site is known to have had community use in the past, however no formal pitch provision was identified at time of assessment 
	The site is known to have had community use in the past, however no formal pitch provision was identified at time of assessment 

	Work with the school and the FA to explore the possibility to utilise the site to develop further pitch provision and better accommodate local football demand 
	Work with the school and the FA to explore the possibility to utilise the site to develop further pitch provision and better accommodate local football demand 

	WHBC FA Creswick Primary School 
	WHBC FA Creswick Primary School 

	WHBC and FA officer time 
	WHBC and FA officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 
	CUFFLEY SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 8 – Enhance 
	Football 8 – Enhance 

	The Mini 7v7 pitch on site was identified as poor as part of the assessment 
	The Mini 7v7 pitch on site was identified as poor as part of the assessment 

	Improved maintenance of pitches on this site 
	Improved maintenance of pitches on this site 

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	Cuffley School 

	WHBC funding 
	WHBC funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 


	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 
	DE HAVILLAND GRANGE (a.k.a. Cornflower Way, Hatfield) 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 9 – Enhance 
	Football 9 – Enhance 

	Funding has been secured from a nearby housing development to invest in a full redevelopment of the site, including new changing provision, storage depot and the reconfiguration of the grass provision to 1x Youth 9v9 and 2x Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches 
	Funding has been secured from a nearby housing development to invest in a full redevelopment of the site, including new changing provision, storage depot and the reconfiguration of the grass provision to 1x Youth 9v9 and 2x Mini Soccer 7v7 pitches 

	Council to support the delivery of this project 
	Council to support the delivery of this project 

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	FF 

	Developer contribution, 
	Developer contribution, 
	WHBC officer time 

	Long 
	Long 

	High 
	High 




	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 
	ESSENDON PLAYING FIELDS 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Cricket 1 – Enhance 
	Cricket 1 – Enhance 

	Evidence of informal use of the pitches and dog fouling/rubbish 
	Evidence of informal use of the pitches and dog fouling/rubbish 

	Install additional waste bins and improve signage 
	Install additional waste bins and improve signage 

	Essendon PF Association, Essendon CC, ECB 
	Essendon PF Association, Essendon CC, ECB 

	Essendon CC 
	Essendon CC 
	ECB 

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 


	TR
	Cricket 2 - Provide 
	Cricket 2 - Provide 

	There is a disused net facility to the North of the site 
	There is a disused net facility to the North of the site 

	Work with the site and club to reinstate the disused facilities to help address the lack of suitable training facilities identified by local clubs 
	Work with the site and club to reinstate the disused facilities to help address the lack of suitable training facilities identified by local clubs 

	Essendon PF Association, Essendon CC, ECB 
	Essendon PF Association, Essendon CC, ECB 

	Essendon CC 
	Essendon CC 
	ECB 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 
	GOSLING SPORTS PARK 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 10 – Enhance 
	Football 10 – Enhance 

	The site has unsecured security of tenure and it is currently used by Hatfield Town FC. 
	The site has unsecured security of tenure and it is currently used by Hatfield Town FC. 
	There is an opportunity for the club to move to a site adjacent to Birchwood Leisure Centre in the future. 

	Work with the club and site managers to put in place a community use agreement and secure long-term access, and/or support the club with their relocation to Birchwood Leisure Centre 
	Work with the club and site managers to put in place a community use agreement and secure long-term access, and/or support the club with their relocation to Birchwood Leisure Centre 

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	Site managers (GLL, Play Football), 
	Hatfield Town FC FF 

	WHBC officer time 
	WHBC officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Cycling 1 – Enhance/Provide 
	Cycling 1 – Enhance/Provide 

	1.The sports hall on site is due to be closed down and when this happens, there will not be any ancillary facilities within the immediate vicinity of the velodrome, which was stated to be a major concern for British Cycling during consultation. 
	1.The sports hall on site is due to be closed down and when this happens, there will not be any ancillary facilities within the immediate vicinity of the velodrome, which was stated to be a major concern for British Cycling during consultation. 
	2.The velodrome currently remains dependant on lightfall from neighbouring floodlit pitches, the installation of floodlights would allow a greater use of the facility. 

	1.Support the club for an extended lease being negotiated with GLL, guaranteeing access to the velodrome and ancillary facilities. If the existing facility is to be lost, explore potential options for replacement. 
	1.Support the club for an extended lease being negotiated with GLL, guaranteeing access to the velodrome and ancillary facilities. If the existing facility is to be lost, explore potential options for replacement. 
	2.Invest in floodlighting for the velodrome in order to allow increased usage 

	GLL Welwyn Wheelers 
	GLL Welwyn Wheelers 
	British Cycling 

	British Cycling and WHBC funding 
	British Cycling and WHBC funding 

	1.Short 
	1.Short 
	2.Short 

	1.High 
	1.High 
	2.Medium 


	TR
	Athletics 1 – Enhance 
	Athletics 1 – Enhance 

	The running track is in a bowl and has six lanes, and Herts Phoenix AC have revealed that, due to the limited space, the club is being prevented from expanding. 
	The running track is in a bowl and has six lanes, and Herts Phoenix AC have revealed that, due to the limited space, the club is being prevented from expanding. 
	The potential development of a running track at Oaklands 

	Undertake feasibility study to determine whether a new track at Oakland’s College could fully accommodate the needs for Athletics in the Welwyn Hatfield and St.Albans area and 
	Undertake feasibility study to determine whether a new track at Oakland’s College could fully accommodate the needs for Athletics in the Welwyn Hatfield and St.Albans area and 

	England Athletics 
	England Athletics 
	Herts Phoenix AC 
	WHBC 

	England Athletics and WHBC officer time 
	England Athletics and WHBC officer time 

	Medium-Long 
	Medium-Long 

	Medium 
	Medium 
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	College would allow the club to offset some demand to the site and continue to grow 
	College would allow the club to offset some demand to the site and continue to grow 

	whether the track at Gosling Sports Park would have to be retained or replaced if lost. 
	whether the track at Gosling Sports Park would have to be retained or replaced if lost. 
	 
	If the Oaklands College track was to be completed, support the club in securing long-term access to the site 


	TR
	Tennis 2 - Protect 
	Tennis 2 - Protect 

	The site is of key strategic importance in the area. 
	The site is of key strategic importance in the area. 

	Protect and maintain the site as tennis provision 
	Protect and maintain the site as tennis provision 

	WHBC LTA 
	WHBC LTA 

	Officer time 
	Officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	TR
	Golf 1 - Protect 
	Golf 1 - Protect 

	The driving range on site was identified as at risk of being lost.  
	The driving range on site was identified as at risk of being lost.  
	Consultation also revealed that if the facility was to be lost, it could be potentially relocated to the Panshanger area (subject to further feasibility work) 

	Undertake a feasibility study to determine the impact of the potential loss of this facility and where existing demand could be accommodated at other Pay & Play facilities in the area. 
	Undertake a feasibility study to determine the impact of the potential loss of this facility and where existing demand could be accommodated at other Pay & Play facilities in the area. 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	England Golf 

	Officer time 
	Officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	HATFIELD COMMUNITY FREE SCHOOL 
	HATFIELD COMMUNITY FREE SCHOOL 
	HATFIELD COMMUNITY FREE SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Football 11 - Provide 
	Football 11 - Provide 

	The site is known to have had community use in the past, however no formal pitch provision was identified at time of assessment 
	The site is known to have had community use in the past, however no formal pitch provision was identified at time of assessment 

	Work with the school and the FA to explore the possibility to utilise the site to develop further pitch provision and better accommodate local football demand 
	Work with the school and the FA to explore the possibility to utilise the site to develop further pitch provision and better accommodate local football demand 

	WHBC FA Hatfield Community Free School 
	WHBC FA Hatfield Community Free School 

	WHBC and FA officer time 
	WHBC and FA officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD CRUSADERS CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 12 – Protect and Provide 
	Football 12 – Protect and Provide 

	No football demand was recorded at the site, however the Cricket Club are looking to relocate to a nearby site. If this move is completed, there is an opportunity to reconfigure the site for football use in order to address the shortage of Youth provision in the area 
	No football demand was recorded at the site, however the Cricket Club are looking to relocate to a nearby site. If this move is completed, there is an opportunity to reconfigure the site for football use in order to address the shortage of Youth provision in the area 

	Explore the possibility of reconfiguring the site for football use only 
	Explore the possibility of reconfiguring the site for football use only 

	FF 
	FF 
	WHBC 
	ECB 
	Hatfield Crusaders CC 

	FF funding 
	FF funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Cricket 3 – Enhance 
	Cricket 3 – Enhance 

	The site has recently suffered some anti-social behaviour and vandalism incidents that have caused damage to the 
	The site has recently suffered some anti-social behaviour and vandalism incidents that have caused damage to the 

	Increase security of the site to avoid unauthorized access 
	Increase security of the site to avoid unauthorized access 

	WHBC Hatfield Crusaders CC 
	WHBC Hatfield Crusaders CC 
	ECB 

	WHBC and ECB funding 
	WHBC and ECB funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 
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	facility 
	facility 


	TR
	Cricket 4 - Provide 
	Cricket 4 - Provide 

	The Hatfield House site, located across the road, has current plans to install 2 cricket pitches and the club have plans to relocate to this site once completed 
	The Hatfield House site, located across the road, has current plans to install 2 cricket pitches and the club have plans to relocate to this site once completed 

	Support the club with their relocation and provide support and information on funding opportunities 
	Support the club with their relocation and provide support and information on funding opportunities 

	ECB 
	ECB 
	Hatfield Crusaders CC 
	WHBC 

	ECB officer time and funding, Hatfield Crusaders CC 
	ECB officer time and funding, Hatfield Crusaders CC 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
	HATFIELD FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Football 13 – Enhance 
	Football 13 – Enhance 

	The two small sided AGPs on site are aging and likely to require surfacing 
	The two small sided AGPs on site are aging and likely to require surfacing 

	Resurfacing of the sand-based AGPs on site within the next 5 years 
	Resurfacing of the sand-based AGPs on site within the next 5 years 

	Hatfield Football Academy 
	Hatfield Football Academy 

	Private capital, 
	Private capital, 
	FF funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Low 
	Low 


	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 
	HATFIELD HYDE CRICKET CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Cricket 5 – Enhance 
	Cricket 5 – Enhance 

	1.Issues of unofficial use, vandalism and surface damage have been identified on the cricket pitches 
	1.Issues of unofficial use, vandalism and surface damage have been identified on the cricket pitches 
	2.Site users have raised problems with the unevenness of the pitch 

	1.Increase security of the site and improve signage to avoid unauthorized access 2.Work with the club to put in place a more robust maintenance regime 
	1.Increase security of the site and improve signage to avoid unauthorized access 2.Work with the club to put in place a more robust maintenance regime 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	ECB Hatfield Hyde CC 

	WHBC and  ECB funding 
	WHBC and  ECB funding 

	1.Short 2.Medium 
	1.Short 2.Medium 

	1.Low 2.Medium 
	1.Low 2.Medium 


	TR
	Cricket 6 - Provide 
	Cricket 6 - Provide 

	The club has identified a need for additional training facilities to allow their further growth 
	The club has identified a need for additional training facilities to allow their further growth 

	Support the club with their aspirations to install a two-lane non-turf practice net and provide information on potential funding opportunities 
	Support the club with their aspirations to install a two-lane non-turf practice net and provide information on potential funding opportunities 

	Hatfield Hyde CC ECB WHBC 
	Hatfield Hyde CC ECB WHBC 
	 

	WHBC and ECB funding 
	WHBC and ECB funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 
	HATFIELD LAWN TENNIS & BOWLING CLUB LTD 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Bowls 1- Protect 
	Bowls 1- Protect 

	The site has been promoted for development in recent consultation on potential residential sites. 
	The site has been promoted for development in recent consultation on potential residential sites. 

	Protect the facility as sports provision. If the site was to be lost, this should be mitigated by the provision of replacement facilities elsewhere in the borough. 
	Protect the facility as sports provision. If the site was to be lost, this should be mitigated by the provision of replacement facilities elsewhere in the borough. 

	WHBC Sport England 
	WHBC Sport England 
	FA Bowls England    

	WHBC officer time 
	WHBC officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 
	HATFIELD LEISURE CENTRE 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 14 –  
	Football 14 –  
	Enhance 

	The two small sided 3G AGPs on site are well utilised by football clubs for training and the netting and walls surrounding the pitch are deteriorating. 
	The two small sided 3G AGPs on site are well utilised by football clubs for training and the netting and walls surrounding the pitch are deteriorating. 

	Replace nets and refurbish AGP walls 
	Replace nets and refurbish AGP walls 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	FF 

	WHBC and FF funding 
	WHBC and FF funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 


	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 
	HERTFORDSHIRE SPORTS VILLAGE 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Football 15 –  
	Football 15 –  
	Enhance 

	Consultation with Arsenal Women FC revealed a need to upgrade the dugout provision and establish a 
	Consultation with Arsenal Women FC revealed a need to upgrade the dugout provision and establish a 

	Support the site and the club to proceed with the development of dugout and stands provision 
	Support the site and the club to proceed with the development of dugout and stands provision 

	Arsenal Women FC, 
	Arsenal Women FC, 
	FF 

	Arsenal Women’s FC 
	Arsenal Women’s FC 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Low 
	Low 
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	covered stand 
	covered stand 


	TR
	Hockey 1 - Protect 
	Hockey 1 - Protect 

	The site is home to Welwyn Garden City HC and other teams imported from neighbouring local authorities. However, it has been identified as unsecured for long-term use  
	The site is home to Welwyn Garden City HC and other teams imported from neighbouring local authorities. However, it has been identified as unsecured for long-term use  

	Due to the site being of key importance for sports in the area, community access should be secured through a community use agreement.  
	Due to the site being of key importance for sports in the area, community access should be secured through a community use agreement.  

	University of Hertfordshire 
	University of Hertfordshire 
	Welwyn Garden City HC 
	WHBC 

	EH officer time 
	EH officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	TR
	Hockey 2 - Provide 
	Hockey 2 - Provide 

	The site is currently reaching capacity during peak times of demand and it is not possible to develop further pitches on site 
	The site is currently reaching capacity during peak times of demand and it is not possible to develop further pitches on site 

	Work with users of the site and explore the possibility of displacing some demand to alternative hockey facilities in the borough 
	Work with users of the site and explore the possibility of displacing some demand to alternative hockey facilities in the borough 

	EH 
	EH 
	Welwyn Garden City HC 

	EH officer time 
	EH officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 
	KING GEORGE PLAYING FIELD 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 16 –  
	Football 16 –  
	Protect 

	1. Club consultation revealed severe drainage problems due to the site being built on London Clay. 
	1. Club consultation revealed severe drainage problems due to the site being built on London Clay. 
	2. The clubhouse on site is of poor quality and requires upgrading 

	1.Improve quality of maintenance on site with a view to improving drainage on site 
	1.Improve quality of maintenance on site with a view to improving drainage on site 
	2. Assess the ancillary with a view to refurbishing the existing facilities 

	WHBC,  
	WHBC,  
	FA,  
	Football Foundation 

	WHBC and FF funding 
	WHBC and FF funding 

	1.Short 
	1.Short 
	2.Medium 

	1.Medium 
	1.Medium 
	2.Medium 


	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 
	KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELDS 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 17 –  
	Football 17 –  
	Enhance 

	The site is heavily used by several local clubs and the analysis shows spare capacity on the adult pitches, with some level of overplay on the Youth 11v11 pitch (suggesting that youth teams are currently utilising adult pitches) 
	The site is heavily used by several local clubs and the analysis shows spare capacity on the adult pitches, with some level of overplay on the Youth 11v11 pitch (suggesting that youth teams are currently utilising adult pitches) 

	Assess the potential reconfiguration of the site to better address current level of youth football demand 
	Assess the potential reconfiguration of the site to better address current level of youth football demand 

	WHBC, FF, 
	WHBC, FF, 
	Site users 

	WHBC and FF officer time 
	WHBC and FF officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	TR
	Football 18 –  
	Football 18 –  
	Provide 

	The site has been identified as a potential location for the development of 3G AGP provision 
	The site has been identified as a potential location for the development of 3G AGP provision 

	Explore the site’s potential for 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	Explore the site’s potential for 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	FF 

	WHBC and FF officer time for feasibility study, 
	WHBC and FF officer time for feasibility study, 
	FF funding for 3G AGP 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 




	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 
	LEMSFORD VILLAGE HALL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Football 19 –  
	Football 19 –  
	Enhance 

	The site has suffered from anti-social behaviour in the past 
	The site has suffered from anti-social behaviour in the past 

	Increase security of the site and improve signage 
	Increase security of the site and improve signage 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 

	WHBC funding 
	WHBC funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 


	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 
	MONEYHOLE LANE PLAYING FIELD 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 20 –  
	Football 20 –  
	Enhance 

	The site accommodates a large amount of demand from Panshanger FC, which results in some overuse of the pitches 
	The site accommodates a large amount of demand from Panshanger FC, which results in some overuse of the pitches 

	Improve maintenance on site in order to keep the playing surface to an adequate standard 
	Improve maintenance on site in order to keep the playing surface to an adequate standard 

	FF, 
	FF, 
	Panshanger FC, 
	WHBC 
	 

	WHBC and FF funding 
	WHBC and FF funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Football 21 –  
	Football 21 –  
	Provide 

	Due to the club’s fast paced growth in recent years and the proposed nearby housing developments, a reconfiguration of the site is likely to be required in order to meet new requirements, including the potential development of a small sized AGP to accommodate training demand 
	Due to the club’s fast paced growth in recent years and the proposed nearby housing developments, a reconfiguration of the site is likely to be required in order to meet new requirements, including the potential development of a small sized AGP to accommodate training demand 

	Explore the site’s potential for reconfiguration and 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	Explore the site’s potential for reconfiguration and 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	Provide the club with support and information on funding options  

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	FF 

	WHBC and FF officer time for feasibility study, 
	WHBC and FF officer time for feasibility study, 
	FF funding for 3G AGP 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 
	MONKS WALK SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 22 –  
	Football 22 –  
	Enhance 

	The pitches on site are heavily used by Welwyn Pegasus’ 38 teams and suffer from gravel and stones rising from the surface, with hard ground and poor line marking as well. 
	The pitches on site are heavily used by Welwyn Pegasus’ 38 teams and suffer from gravel and stones rising from the surface, with hard ground and poor line marking as well. 

	Work with the FA and the club to put in place a more robust maintenance regime with adequate equipment 
	Work with the FA and the club to put in place a more robust maintenance regime with adequate equipment 

	Monks Walk School, 
	Monks Walk School, 
	FF, 
	Welwyn Pegasus FC 

	FF officer time, 
	FF officer time, 
	School and FF funding for additional equipment 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Football 23 –  
	Football 23 –  
	Enhance 

	Large amount of Youth and Mini Soccer demand potentially taking place on Adult pitches 
	Large amount of Youth and Mini Soccer demand potentially taking place on Adult pitches 

	Asses the possibility of a reconfiguration of the site to better address current levels of demand 
	Asses the possibility of a reconfiguration of the site to better address current levels of demand 

	Monks Walk School, 
	Monks Walk School, 
	Welwyn Pegasus FC, 
	FF 

	Monks Walk School  
	Monks Walk School  

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	TR
	Football 24 –  
	Football 24 –  
	Provide 

	Club consultation revealed that the existing 3G AGP is currently reaching capacity due to the high levels of demand in the area and the site has been identified as a potential location for an additional 3G pitch 
	Club consultation revealed that the existing 3G AGP is currently reaching capacity due to the high levels of demand in the area and the site has been identified as a potential location for an additional 3G pitch 

	Explore the site’s potential for 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	Explore the site’s potential for 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	Provide the club information on funding opportunities 

	Monks Walk School, 
	Monks Walk School, 
	FF, 
	WHBC 

	FF officer time and funding 
	FF officer time and funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 




	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 
	NORTH MYMMS CRICKET CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Cricket 7 – Enhance 
	Cricket 7 – Enhance 

	The club are currently seeking funding for a water container or an alternative solution to address the lack of available water for maintenance of the square 
	The club are currently seeking funding for a water container or an alternative solution to address the lack of available water for maintenance of the square 

	Provide support and information on potential funding opportunities for this development 
	Provide support and information on potential funding opportunities for this development 

	ECB North Mymms CC 
	ECB North Mymms CC 
	WHBC 

	ECB officer time and funding 
	ECB officer time and funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Cricket 8 - Provide 
	Cricket 8 - Provide 

	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets 
	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets 

	Asses the possibility of installing an NTP on site to help off-set demand on the fine turf wickets 
	Asses the possibility of installing an NTP on site to help off-set demand on the fine turf wickets 

	ECB North Mymms CC 
	ECB North Mymms CC 
	WHBC 

	ECB funding 
	ECB funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 
	OLD OWENS SPORTS CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 25 –  
	Football 25 –  
	Enhance 

	There is a significant amount of youth football accommodated at the site, however no Youth 11v11 or 9v9 provision, which indicates that it is likely that this demand is currently taking place on the adult pitches 
	There is a significant amount of youth football accommodated at the site, however no Youth 11v11 or 9v9 provision, which indicates that it is likely that this demand is currently taking place on the adult pitches 

	Assess a potential reconfiguration of the site or add mobile Youth and Mini goal posts to the site  
	Assess a potential reconfiguration of the site or add mobile Youth and Mini goal posts to the site  

	Old Owens Sports Club 
	Old Owens Sports Club 

	Club officer time 
	Club officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Cricket 9 - Provide 
	Cricket 9 - Provide 

	There is a two-lane practice net on site that is currently disused due to the a lack of maintenance 
	There is a two-lane practice net on site that is currently disused due to the a lack of maintenance 

	Support the club in obtaining funding to reinstate the practice nets, in order to address the lack of training facilities identified by local clubs across the borough. 
	Support the club in obtaining funding to reinstate the practice nets, in order to address the lack of training facilities identified by local clubs across the borough. 

	Old Owens Sports Club, ECB, WHBC 
	Old Owens Sports Club, ECB, WHBC 

	ECB funding 
	ECB funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	PANSHANGER PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 26 –  
	Football 26 –  
	Enhance 

	The site no longer accommodates demand from the wider community due to poor pitch quality. An improved playing surface would help address the current deficit for Mini 7v7 provision in the area 
	The site no longer accommodates demand from the wider community due to poor pitch quality. An improved playing surface would help address the current deficit for Mini 7v7 provision in the area 

	Relay and resurface the pitch, as well as putting in place an adequate maintenance regime 
	Relay and resurface the pitch, as well as putting in place an adequate maintenance regime 

	Panshanger School, 
	Panshanger School, 
	FF 

	WHBC and FF funding 
	WHBC and FF funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	PONSBOURNE PARK TE CLUB 
	PONSBOURNE PARK TE CLUB 
	PONSBOURNE PARK TE CLUB 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Tennis 3 - Provide 
	Tennis 3 - Provide 

	The land has now been sold for the development of a hotel on site. A number of the tennis courts will be retained but will not be available for community use. 
	The land has now been sold for the development of a hotel on site. A number of the tennis courts will be retained but will not be available for community use. 

	Ensure that the loss of the tennis courts is mitigated with investment in similar facilities elsewhere in the borough 
	Ensure that the loss of the tennis courts is mitigated with investment in similar facilities elsewhere in the borough 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	Sport England 
	LTA 
	Ponsbourne Park Tennis Club 

	Developer contribution, 
	Developer contribution, 
	LTA funding 
	Sport England Funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 
	QUEENSWOOD SCHOOL 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Hockey 2 - Protect 
	Hockey 2 - Protect 

	The pitch is occasionally used by Harpenden HC 
	The pitch is occasionally used by Harpenden HC 

	Work with the club to put in place a long-term 
	Work with the club to put in place a long-term 

	WHBC EH 
	WHBC EH 

	WHBC and EH officer 
	WHBC and EH officer 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 
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	(imported demand) and could potentially act as an overflow pitch for local clubs. However, it has been identified as unsecured for long term use 
	(imported demand) and could potentially act as an overflow pitch for local clubs. However, it has been identified as unsecured for long term use 

	agreement to allow community access during peak demand times  
	agreement to allow community access during peak demand times  

	Queenswood School 
	Queenswood School 

	time 
	time 


	TR
	Hockey 3 – Enhance 
	Hockey 3 – Enhance 

	Users of the site have raised the issue of a slippery surface. 
	Users of the site have raised the issue of a slippery surface. 
	The site has also been identified as a potential home ground for Royal Veterinary College HC if they were to relocate from their current pitch in Hertsmere  

	Undertake resurfacing of the pitch to increase capacity for community bookings 
	Undertake resurfacing of the pitch to increase capacity for community bookings 

	WHBC EH 
	WHBC EH 
	Queenswood School 

	EH funding 
	EH funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 
	RIDGEWAY ACADEMY 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 27 –  
	Football 27 –  
	Enhance 

	Pitches on site were identified as Standard, however the high level of demand from Welwyn Garden City is likely to cause issues in relation to pitch quality and overplay in the near future 
	Pitches on site were identified as Standard, however the high level of demand from Welwyn Garden City is likely to cause issues in relation to pitch quality and overplay in the near future 

	Work with the FA and the club to put in place a more robust pitch maintenance regime 
	Work with the FA and the club to put in place a more robust pitch maintenance regime 

	FA 
	FA 
	FF 

	FF funding 
	FF funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Football 28 –  
	Football 28 –  
	Provide 

	The site has been identified as a potential location for the development of a full-sized 3G AGP to accommodate the large amount of match and training demand in the area. 
	The site has been identified as a potential location for the development of a full-sized 3G AGP to accommodate the large amount of match and training demand in the area. 
	The existing sand-based AGP on site should not be converted to 3G unless existing hockey demand is satisfactory relocated. 

	Explore the site’s potential for reconfiguration and 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	Explore the site’s potential for reconfiguration and 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 

	FA, 
	FA, 
	FF, 
	WHBC 

	 
	 
	FA, FF and WHBC officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	TR
	Hockey 4 – Enhance 
	Hockey 4 – Enhance 

	The AGP is 5-10 years old and it is starting to show some evidence of damage 
	The AGP is 5-10 years old and it is starting to show some evidence of damage 

	Work with the school to resurface the sand based pitch within the next 5 years 
	Work with the school to resurface the sand based pitch within the next 5 years 

	Ridgeway Academy 
	Ridgeway Academy 
	EH 
	WHBC 

	EH funding 
	EH funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	 
	 
	 

	 
	 

	Cricket 10 - Protect 
	Cricket 10 - Protect 

	There is the potential for Rugby and Football to be displaced from the site and therefore it should be protected for Cricket use. 
	There is the potential for Rugby and Football to be displaced from the site and therefore it should be protected for Cricket use. 

	Protect the site as Cricket provision 
	Protect the site as Cricket provision 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	ECB 
	Herts CCB 

	WHBC and ECB  officer time 
	WHBC and ECB  officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 
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	Consultation has also revealed that the site is being considered as a potential location for the Herts CCB to be based in the future 
	Consultation has also revealed that the site is being considered as a potential location for the Herts CCB to be based in the future 


	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 
	ROE HILL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Cricket 11 – Enhance 
	Cricket 11 – Enhance 

	The ancillary facilities, as the well as the two-lane practice nets on site, were identified as very poor and in need of refurbishment/replacement 
	The ancillary facilities, as the well as the two-lane practice nets on site, were identified as very poor and in need of refurbishment/replacement 

	1.Work with relevant NGBs to upgrade the changing rooms, toilet and clubhouse facilities in order to better address demand at this multi-sport site 
	1.Work with relevant NGBs to upgrade the changing rooms, toilet and clubhouse facilities in order to better address demand at this multi-sport site 
	2.Refurbish/replace the existing practice nets to address the current need for additional training facilities across the borough  

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	ECB RFU 
	FA Sport England 

	1.WHBC and NGB officer time and funding 
	1.WHBC and NGB officer time and funding 
	2.ECB funding 

	1.Medium 
	1.Medium 
	2.Medium 

	1.Medium 2.High 
	1.Medium 2.High 


	TR
	Rugby 3 - Protect 
	Rugby 3 - Protect 

	Hatfield QE RFC has been refused a lease of the site, therefore it is unsecured for long term use 
	Hatfield QE RFC has been refused a lease of the site, therefore it is unsecured for long term use 

	Work with the club to put in place an agreement to allow long-term access of the site 
	Work with the club to put in place an agreement to allow long-term access of the site 

	WHBC RFU 
	WHBC RFU 
	Hatfield QE RFC 

	WHBC and RFU officer time 
	WHBC and RFU officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	TR
	Rugby 4 – Enhance 
	Rugby 4 – Enhance 

	Pitch quality was identified as poor and therefore carrying capacity is not sufficient to meet current demand 
	Pitch quality was identified as poor and therefore carrying capacity is not sufficient to meet current demand 

	Improve pitch maintenance to allow additional capacity 
	Improve pitch maintenance to allow additional capacity 

	WHBC RFU Hatfield QE RFC 
	WHBC RFU Hatfield QE RFC 

	WHBC and RFU funding 
	WHBC and RFU funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Rugby 5 - Provide 
	Rugby 5 - Provide 

	Hatfield QE RFC have expressed their desire to develop their own facility, with 2 adult pitches and club house, which they have received a 200k grant for 
	Hatfield QE RFC have expressed their desire to develop their own facility, with 2 adult pitches and club house, which they have received a 200k grant for 

	Work with the club and support them in finding a suitable site for their relocation  
	Work with the club and support them in finding a suitable site for their relocation  

	WHBC RFU Hatfield QE RFC  
	WHBC RFU Hatfield QE RFC  

	WHBC and RFU officer time 
	WHBC and RFU officer time 
	 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	High 
	High 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Netball 1 - Protect 
	Netball 1 - Protect 

	The site is a nationally recognised netball facility that is of key strategic importance for netball in Hertfordshire. 
	The site is a nationally recognised netball facility that is of key strategic importance for netball in Hertfordshire. 

	Protect and maintain netball facilities on site 
	Protect and maintain netball facilities on site 

	England Netball 
	England Netball 
	WHBC 

	Officer time 
	Officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	High 
	High 


	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 
	STANBOROUGH SCHOOL GRASS PITCHES 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 29 –  
	Football 29 –  
	Enhance 

	There are two Youth 9v9 pitches on site but no demand for this pitch typology. However, there are Mini Soccer teams from Hatfield Youth and Hatfield Town Youth playing from the 
	There are two Youth 9v9 pitches on site but no demand for this pitch typology. However, there are Mini Soccer teams from Hatfield Youth and Hatfield Town Youth playing from the 

	Reconfigure the Youth pitches into Mini Soccer in order to better accommodate current demand 
	Reconfigure the Youth pitches into Mini Soccer in order to better accommodate current demand 

	Stanborough School, 
	Stanborough School, 
	FF 

	Stanborough School 
	Stanborough School 

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 
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	site.  
	site.  


	SOUTHFIELDS SCHOOL 
	SOUTHFIELDS SCHOOL 
	SOUTHFIELDS SCHOOL 

	Hatfield 
	Hatfield 

	Football 30 - Provide 
	Football 30 - Provide 

	The school has completed community use agreements on two sites (Woods Avenue and Travellers Lane), however no sports provision was present at time of assessment 
	The school has completed community use agreements on two sites (Woods Avenue and Travellers Lane), however no sports provision was present at time of assessment 

	Work with the school and the FA to explore the possibility of developing pitch provision on site to better accommodate local demand 
	Work with the school and the FA to explore the possibility of developing pitch provision on site to better accommodate local demand 

	WHBC FA Southfields School 
	WHBC FA Southfields School 

	WHBC and FA officer time 
	WHBC and FA officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
	SWALLOW DELL PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 31 –  
	Football 31 –  
	Protect 

	The site has two Mini 7v7 pitches that are not available to the community, however there is a significant deficit for this pitch typology within the sub-area 
	The site has two Mini 7v7 pitches that are not available to the community, however there is a significant deficit for this pitch typology within the sub-area 

	Work with the school to explore the possibility of opening the site to the community during peak times of demand 
	Work with the school to explore the possibility of opening the site to the community during peak times of demand 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	Swallow Dell School 

	WHBC officer time 
	WHBC officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
	THE HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 32 –  
	Football 32 –  
	Protect 

	The site has two Mini 7v7 pitches that are not available to the community, however there is a significant deficit for this pitch typology within the sub-area 
	The site has two Mini 7v7 pitches that are not available to the community, however there is a significant deficit for this pitch typology within the sub-area 

	Work with the school to explore the possibility of opening the site to the community during peak times of demand 
	Work with the school to explore the possibility of opening the site to the community during peak times of demand 

	WHBC 
	WHBC 
	The Holy Family School 

	WHBC officer time 
	WHBC officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 
	WELHAM GREEN RECREATION GROUND 

	Southern Villages 
	Southern Villages 

	Football 33 –  
	Football 33 –  
	Enhance 

	Drainage problems were identified on the grass pitches 
	Drainage problems were identified on the grass pitches 

	Improve quality of maintenance on site with a view to improving drainage on site 
	Improve quality of maintenance on site with a view to improving drainage on site 

	WHBC,  
	WHBC,  
	FF 

	WHBC and FF funding 
	WHBC and FF funding 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Football 34 –  
	Football 34 –  
	Provide 

	There are intentions to establish a 9v9 pitch on site through a potential reconfiguration 
	There are intentions to establish a 9v9 pitch on site through a potential reconfiguration 

	Provide support and advice for a site reconfiguration 
	Provide support and advice for a site reconfiguration 

	FF, 
	FF, 
	WHBC 

	FF and WHBC officer time 
	FF and WHBC officer time 

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	WELWYN AND DISTRICT CLUB 
	WELWYN AND DISTRICT CLUB 
	WELWYN AND DISTRICT CLUB 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Bowls 2 – Enhance 
	Bowls 2 – Enhance 

	The club have applied for Bowls England funding to address drainage issues on site 
	The club have applied for Bowls England funding to address drainage issues on site 

	Continue to support the club in their efforts to undertake drainage works on site 
	Continue to support the club in their efforts to undertake drainage works on site 

	Bowls England 
	Bowls England 
	Welwyn Garden City Bowls Club 

	Bowls England funding 
	Bowls England funding 

	Medium 
	Medium 

	Low 
	Low 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY BOWLS CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Cricket 12 – Enhance 
	Cricket 12 – Enhance 

	1.Practice nets on site were deemed old and in need of relaying 2.The club have aspirations to undertake significant development works to the ancillary facility to make it suitable for female and disabled cricketers 
	1.Practice nets on site were deemed old and in need of relaying 2.The club have aspirations to undertake significant development works to the ancillary facility to make it suitable for female and disabled cricketers 

	1.Refurbish practice nets 2.Undertake feasibility study to determine the scale of work required and costs implied for the ancillary facility development. 
	1.Refurbish practice nets 2.Undertake feasibility study to determine the scale of work required and costs implied for the ancillary facility development. 

	ECB Welwyn Garden City CC 
	ECB Welwyn Garden City CC 
	Sport England  

	1.ECB funding 
	1.ECB funding 
	2. ECB and WHBC officer time 

	1.Short 
	1.Short 
	2.Short 

	1.Medium 
	1.Medium 
	2.Medium 
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	Cricket 13 - Provide 
	Cricket 13 - Provide 

	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets and has no spare capacity in the peak period 
	The site is currently over capacity for grass wickets and has no spare capacity in the peak period 

	1.Undertake feasibility study to explore the option of installing a non-turf pitch to the existing square 2. If the above is not possible, support the club in displacing some demand to nearby sites 
	1.Undertake feasibility study to explore the option of installing a non-turf pitch to the existing square 2. If the above is not possible, support the club in displacing some demand to nearby sites 

	ECB WHBC Welwyn Garden City CC 
	ECB WHBC Welwyn Garden City CC 

	ECB and WHBC officer time and funding 
	ECB and WHBC officer time and funding 

	1.Short 2.Short 
	1.Short 2.Short 

	1.High 
	1.High 
	2.High 


	TR
	Bowls 3 – Enhance 
	Bowls 3 – Enhance 

	The club have expressed their intentions to increase and improve green provision to meet an expected growth in demand in coming years, as well as installing floodlights 
	The club have expressed their intentions to increase and improve green provision to meet an expected growth in demand in coming years, as well as installing floodlights 

	Support the club with their development plans, providing guidance and information on potential funding opportunities 
	Support the club with their development plans, providing guidance and information on potential funding opportunities 

	Bowls England  
	Bowls England  
	Welwyn and District Bowls Club 
	WHBC 

	Bowls England funding  
	Bowls England funding  

	Short 
	Short 

	Low 
	Low 


	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 
	WELWYN GARDEN CITY FOOTBALL CLUB 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Football 35 –  
	Football 35 –  
	Enhance 

	The pitch scored in the lower end of the Standard rating and the club revealed that this has restricted the growth and development of the club and teams 
	The pitch scored in the lower end of the Standard rating and the club revealed that this has restricted the growth and development of the club and teams 

	Improved maintenance of pitches on this site 
	Improved maintenance of pitches on this site 

	FF,  
	FF,  
	Welwyn Garden City Football Club 

	FF funding  
	FF funding  

	Short 
	Short 

	Medium 
	Medium 


	TR
	Football 36 –  
	Football 36 –  
	Provide 

	The club have identified a potential site for the development of additional provision in order to allow the introduction of a ladies and a youth section 
	The club have identified a potential site for the development of additional provision in order to allow the introduction of a ladies and a youth section 

	Explore the site’s potential for reconfiguration and 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	Explore the site’s potential for reconfiguration and 3G development, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified as part of the emerging LFFP. 
	 
	1. Explore the potential development of Avery Field, located adjacent to the existing site, in conjunction with the FA and FF, and in line with any priorities identified in the emerging LFFP. 
	2.Support the club in obtaining permission for this development and 

	WHBC, 
	WHBC, 
	FA, 
	FF 

	WHBC and FF officer time and funding 
	WHBC and FF officer time and funding 

	1.Short 
	1.Short 
	2.Medium 

	1.High 
	1.High 
	2.High 
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	accessing funding opportunities. 
	accessing funding opportunities. 


	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 
	WELWYN PLAYING FIELDS 

	Northern Villages 
	Northern Villages 

	Cricket 14 – Enhance 
	Cricket 14 – Enhance 

	1.Some evidence of flooding was identified at the site 2.The ancillary facility scored in the lower end of the Standard rating and may need refurbishment in the near future 3.The club have expressed their aspirations to establish a score board on site 
	1.Some evidence of flooding was identified at the site 2.The ancillary facility scored in the lower end of the Standard rating and may need refurbishment in the near future 3.The club have expressed their aspirations to establish a score board on site 

	1.Undertake drainage works and improve maintenance 2.Provide support and information on potential funding opportunities for an upgrading of the pavilion 
	1.Undertake drainage works and improve maintenance 2.Provide support and information on potential funding opportunities for an upgrading of the pavilion 
	3.Support the club in accessing funding for a new score board 

	WHBC ECB 
	WHBC ECB 
	Welwyn Garden City CC 

	WHBC and ECB funding for drainage works, ancillary works and new score board 
	WHBC and ECB funding for drainage works, ancillary works and new score board 

	1.Short 
	1.Short 
	2.Long 
	3.Short 

	1.Medium 
	1.Medium 
	2.Medium 
	3.Low 


	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 
	WELWYN RFC 

	Welwyn Garden City 
	Welwyn Garden City 

	Rugby 6 – Enhance 
	Rugby 6 – Enhance 

	1.The three senior pitches on site are heavily overused, which causes the deterioration of the surface 
	1.The three senior pitches on site are heavily overused, which causes the deterioration of the surface 
	2.The site is of public access and suffers with occasional vandalism and dog fouling,  

	1.Support the club in putting in place a more robust maintenance regime and allow additional carrying capacity 2.Increase security of the site and improve signage 
	1.Support the club in putting in place a more robust maintenance regime and allow additional carrying capacity 2.Increase security of the site and improve signage 

	RFU WHBC Welwyn RFC 
	RFU WHBC Welwyn RFC 

	WHBC and RFU officer time and funding 
	WHBC and RFU officer time and funding 

	1.Short 
	1.Short 
	2.Short 

	1.Medium 
	1.Medium 
	2.Low 


	TR
	Rugby 7 - Provide 
	Rugby 7 - Provide 

	1.The club urgently requires additional land to develop additional provision to address the issue of overplay 
	1.The club urgently requires additional land to develop additional provision to address the issue of overplay 
	2.They have also expressed their intentions to renovate the ancillary facilities on site to make them suitable for all ages and genders 

	1.Work with the club and assist them with finding suitable land for development 
	1.Work with the club and assist them with finding suitable land for development 
	2.Support the club with their facility development plans and provide information on potential funding opportunities 

	RFU 
	RFU 
	Welwyn RFC 
	WHBC 
	Sport England  

	WHBC, RFU, and Sport England officer time and funding 
	WHBC, RFU, and Sport England officer time and funding 

	1.Medium-Long 
	1.Medium-Long 
	2.Medium-Long 

	1.High 
	1.High 
	2.High 




	 
	  
	 
	 
	Section 5: Delivering the Playing Pitch Strategy 
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	Figure
	 Delivering the Playing Pitch Strategy 
	 To facilitate the development of sport and physical activity across Welwyn Hatfield, it is advised that the Steering Group, set up as part of the Playing Pitch Strategy project, continues to work together to deliver the recommendations defined as part of this strategy. 
	 The success of a PPS will be determined by how it is used. It is recommended that the delivery of the strategy is led by the Council, with close support by the steering group that has been developed as part of this project. Further guidance is provided in Sport England’s PPS Guidance in the form of the Stage E commentary and associated checklist. Further detail on how a PPS can be used is included in Technical Appendix G – Applying the Playing Pitch Strategy. 
	Keeping the PPS relevant and up-to-date 
	 To ensure that the Playing Pitch Strategy stays relevant and continues to support stakeholders in the delivery of sport and physical activity facility investment and development, an annual review should be undertaken. This review, which if undertaken regularly will have a reduced scope than the full PPS, will allow the steering group to review progress against the PPS recommendations and action plan. The review will also identify any emerging issues and apply any lessons learnt through recent development o
	 Through the development of the PPS, data has been stored and analysed on the 4 global Playing Pitch Strategy Platform, which has up to date supply and demand data for pitch sports across the borough. This data is available to WHBC and it is recommended that this is used as the starting point for future strategy refresh projects. 
	Figure 17.1: Welwyn Hatfield Council Playing Pitch Platform 
	Figure
	  
	 In the short term, it is advised that the Council sets up an implementation group (which should be a continuation of steering group set up as part of the PPS), to co-ordinate preparation of a short-term action plan, as well as undertaking further sub-regional needs assessment for major cross-boundary development projects. The PPS has identified, on a site by site and sub-area level, the needs for pitch and ancillary provision across Welwyn Hatfield. Where the current level of supply does not meet the curre
	 In order to provide this additional capacity, guidance has been provided as to whether the steering group and partner organisations should look to; 
	• Enhance existing pitches to increase their capacity and ensure adequate maintenance to maintain the higher use, and/or 
	• Enhance existing pitches to increase their capacity and ensure adequate maintenance to maintain the higher use, and/or 
	• Enhance existing pitches to increase their capacity and ensure adequate maintenance to maintain the higher use, and/or 

	• Secure greater community access to sites and undertake necessary works to allow for such use to occur, and/or 
	• Secure greater community access to sites and undertake necessary works to allow for such use to occur, and/or 

	• Provide new playing pitches on new sites (natural or artificial grass pitches). 
	• Provide new playing pitches on new sites (natural or artificial grass pitches). 


	 Where the third option has been recommended, further guidance is available from Sport England and National Governing Bodies to advise on the best course of action for local authorities and delivery organisations.  
	Securing additional or improved pitch provision through development 
	 In addition to the specific site by site recommendations identified throughout needs assessment, it is also key that the strategy provides a clear approach to securing playing pitch provision in the case new development, or utilising Section 106 (S106) of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) contributions to improve the quantity or accessibility of existing provision.  
	 It is important to note that for any contribution secured through S106, a clear and tailored approach is required, to demonstrate how the contribution will be used to benefit residents. Specifically, the Playing Pitch Strategy’s evidence base and action plan should be used to justify the need arising from the specific development and how these are to be met.  
	 While S106 investment should typically be used for improvement projects nearby new development, or for developing new provision on new sites, CIL contributions are typically more appropriate for key strategic investment projects. .  
	 The graphic overleaf and associated commentary identifies the stages that should be followed, when utilising the Playing Pitch Strategy to secure additional or improved pitch provision through development. 
	  
	Figure 17.2: Securing additional or improved pitch provision through development 
	 
	Figure
	 Although the population of a single development may not in itself generate the demand for a full pitch, it will still generate additional demand which should be quantified and be met. An example of how the Playing Pitch New Development Calculator can be used to calculate the need for new pitch provision arising from new development is included within the scenario testing section of this strategy.  
	Using the Community Infrastructure Levy to invest in pitch sport provision 
	 If a Local Authority uses CIL to invest in community projects, there are a range of resources available to support the development of these investment cases, alongside the evidence from this Playing Pitch Strategy.  
	 Sport England continue to keep the advice note for CIL and Planning Obligations updated10, with the latest version found on the organisation’s website. The following key points have been updated and are particularly relevant to the outcomes of this PPS. 
	10 https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/community-infrastructure-levy-and-planning-obligations-advice-note/ 
	10 https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-guidance/community-infrastructure-levy-and-planning-obligations-advice-note/ 

	TOP TIPS FOR USING CIL  
	• Develop and maintain a robust and up to date evidence base for sporting provision. 
	• Develop and maintain a robust and up to date evidence base for sporting provision. 
	• Develop and maintain a robust and up to date evidence base for sporting provision. 

	• Use the evidence base to: 
	• Use the evidence base to: 
	• Use the evidence base to: 
	o Estimate the nature and level of needs that may be generated from new development(s) for sporting provision; 
	o Estimate the nature and level of needs that may be generated from new development(s) for sporting provision; 
	o Estimate the nature and level of needs that may be generated from new development(s) for sporting provision; 

	o establish clear deliverable actions (with associated costs) that have the potential to help meet the needs that will be generated from new development in the area. 
	o establish clear deliverable actions (with associated costs) that have the potential to help meet the needs that will be generated from new development in the area. 




	• Based on the nature of the actions, the level of new development in an area, and the realistic ability to secure investment into sport through CIL or planning obligations, decide how best to use CIL and planning obligations alongside one another to deliver sporting infrastructure and to support development. 
	• Based on the nature of the actions, the level of new development in an area, and the realistic ability to secure investment into sport through CIL or planning obligations, decide how best to use CIL and planning obligations alongside one another to deliver sporting infrastructure and to support development. 

	• Where CIL is in place ensure any sporting provision to be placed on the Reg 123 list is: 
	• Where CIL is in place ensure any sporting provision to be placed on the Reg 123 list is: 
	• Where CIL is in place ensure any sporting provision to be placed on the Reg 123 list is: 
	o Project specific so it does not unnecessarily restrict the use of planning obligations; 
	o Project specific so it does not unnecessarily restrict the use of planning obligations; 
	o Project specific so it does not unnecessarily restrict the use of planning obligations; 

	o focused on high level priority projects of a strategic nature that CIL has potential to deliver rather than a long list of projects that CIL will never be able to fund. This will allow the potential for other projects to be funded by planning obligations; 
	o focused on high level priority projects of a strategic nature that CIL has potential to deliver rather than a long list of projects that CIL will never be able to fund. This will allow the potential for other projects to be funded by planning obligations; 

	o backed by strong high level officer and political support within the LA so that there is some confidence that CIL funds will be directed to the sporting provision. 
	o backed by strong high level officer and political support within the LA so that there is some confidence that CIL funds will be directed to the sporting provision. 




	• Where CIL is not in place, or where the wording of a Reg 123 list allows for the use of planning obligations, ensure that: 
	• Where CIL is not in place, or where the wording of a Reg 123 list allows for the use of planning obligations, ensure that: 
	• Where CIL is not in place, or where the wording of a Reg 123 list allows for the use of planning obligations, ensure that: 
	o any obligations sought are based on a tailored approach to each development, using the robust evidence base to help with clearly justifying the needs arising and how they are to be met; 
	o any obligations sought are based on a tailored approach to each development, using the robust evidence base to help with clearly justifying the needs arising and how they are to be met; 
	o any obligations sought are based on a tailored approach to each development, using the robust evidence base to help with clearly justifying the needs arising and how they are to be met; 

	o a proactive approach is taken to planning for the use of planning obligations in the context of the current pooling restrictions (i.e. as far as is practical matching specific developments to identified projects). This could be through the use of a Planning Obligations SPD which identifies potential projects from a playing pitch strategy or sports facility strategy that could help meet the need arising from planned developments in a Local Plan. 
	o a proactive approach is taken to planning for the use of planning obligations in the context of the current pooling restrictions (i.e. as far as is practical matching specific developments to identified projects). This could be through the use of a Planning Obligations SPD which identifies potential projects from a playing pitch strategy or sports facility strategy that could help meet the need arising from planned developments in a Local Plan. 





	 Further information is available as part of Sport England’s CIL and Planning Obligations Advice Note, however it is key to note that in relation to the 1st top tip identified above, the development and delivery of this PPS is the first stage in utilising CIL to leverage grass roots sport investment. 
	Securing additional or improved pitch provision through development 
	 In addition to the new or improved pitch provision that is identified in line with the process demonstrated above, the cost for maintenance of new facilities should also be sought for both on-site and off-site provision. For example, where 3G facilities are installed, the carpet will 
	require replacement (approximately every 10 years depending on level of usage and maintenance) and costs towards a sinking fund should also be sought.  
	 Where a pitch or pitches are required on-site, this may include requiring delivery through a planning policy and a masterplan approach for the whole area. This can ensure that enough suitable land is planned from the outset and provided at no cost. This is particularly important where there is a need for a large land-take associated with pitches.  
	 Planning policy should seek to ensure that where sites are developed in phases or through multiple applications, and where the pitch provision is required on-site, that this provision is coordinated and delivered by the landowners/developers. In some circumstances, a single site for pitches serving all the development or all its phases can be required.  
	 The timing and delivery of the pitches and related changing and parking facilities should be considered in relation to development phasing to achieve a balance between ensuring provision is in place in time to meet the needs of the residents, avoiding pressure being placed on existing facilities, and the financial viability of the development.  
	 Where there are separate developments in close proximity that taken together generate a need for a whole pitch, contributions need to be made towards new provision or improving, existing pitches. For new pitches, the planning policy therefore also needs to identify where that pitch and related changing and parking facilities are to be located, how sufficient land is to be secured, and (where known) the individual developments that need to contribute to it. This also applies to where there is a need for a l
	Securing appropriate land provision from new development 
	 Suitable land needs to be provided by developments, in line with the guidelines below; 
	• Where the investment need is for a new pitch and related changing and parking facilities to meet the demand directly generated by the population of the new development(s), then the developer is expected to meet all these costs. These include provision, maintenance and land costs 
	• Where the investment need is for a new pitch and related changing and parking facilities to meet the demand directly generated by the population of the new development(s), then the developer is expected to meet all these costs. These include provision, maintenance and land costs 
	• Where the investment need is for a new pitch and related changing and parking facilities to meet the demand directly generated by the population of the new development(s), then the developer is expected to meet all these costs. These include provision, maintenance and land costs 

	• Where the demand is for the majority (50% or more) of a pitch and related changing and parking facilities, that is to be provided on site, suitable land will be provided by the developer at no cost, as well as the population-related proportion of the cost of the pitch 
	• Where the demand is for the majority (50% or more) of a pitch and related changing and parking facilities, that is to be provided on site, suitable land will be provided by the developer at no cost, as well as the population-related proportion of the cost of the pitch 

	• Where the demand is for less than 50% of a pitch and related changing and parking facilities, that is to be provided on-site, then suitable land needs to be planned into the development, however only a proportionate amount of this land will be provided for free and the remainder will need to be funded from other sources (e.g. from pooled contributions from other developments, from grants or other sources) 
	• Where the demand is for less than 50% of a pitch and related changing and parking facilities, that is to be provided on-site, then suitable land needs to be planned into the development, however only a proportionate amount of this land will be provided for free and the remainder will need to be funded from other sources (e.g. from pooled contributions from other developments, from grants or other sources) 

	• Where the land cannot be provided for on-site because of proven master-planning constraints, financial viability or other relevant reasons, then the local authority may negotiate an appropriate alternative contribution, where this is S106 compliant.  
	• Where the land cannot be provided for on-site because of proven master-planning constraints, financial viability or other relevant reasons, then the local authority may negotiate an appropriate alternative contribution, where this is S106 compliant.  


	Identifying the appropriate provision for contribution 
	 As identified in the policy context for this document, the Council will secure developer contributions where appropriate towards future sports infrastructure to support future development in accordance with Local Plan policies and the Infrastructure Delivery Plan.  Developer contributions will primarily be sought through S106 agreements, but other funding sources may also be secured where possible. The Council will continue to work with partners and infrastructure providers in order to secure improvements 
	 In the case of S106 contributions, the following should be noted; 
	• No more than five contributions may be pooled towards the provision of any single infrastructure project or type of infrastructure 
	• No more than five contributions may be pooled towards the provision of any single infrastructure project or type of infrastructure 
	• No more than five contributions may be pooled towards the provision of any single infrastructure project or type of infrastructure 

	• Section 106 contributions must be directly related to the development in question; however the impact of any development can affect the wider community. This means that S106 contributions can be used to deliver improvements to facilities that are located some distance away from the development, such as a local town centre or major sports facility hub site 
	• Section 106 contributions must be directly related to the development in question; however the impact of any development can affect the wider community. This means that S106 contributions can be used to deliver improvements to facilities that are located some distance away from the development, such as a local town centre or major sports facility hub site 

	• Development that is funded through S106 contribution should be focussed on specific projects, identified through the strategic need’s assessments (such as this Playing Pitch Strategy) that have been issued by the Council. 
	• Development that is funded through S106 contribution should be focussed on specific projects, identified through the strategic need’s assessments (such as this Playing Pitch Strategy) that have been issued by the Council. 


	Calculating contributions 
	 To calculate the scale of a developer’s financial contributions for the provision of pitches and related facilities, the following should be used; 
	• Sport England’s Playing Pitch New Development Calculator should be used to assess pitch and related facilities arising from specific developments. This can be supported and evidenced by Sport England’s latest facility costs for pitches and related facilities, as well as detailed feasibility work and support from qualified cost consultants. The latest version of this calculator can be found here: 
	• Sport England’s Playing Pitch New Development Calculator should be used to assess pitch and related facilities arising from specific developments. This can be supported and evidenced by Sport England’s latest facility costs for pitches and related facilities, as well as detailed feasibility work and support from qualified cost consultants. The latest version of this calculator can be found here: 
	• Sport England’s Playing Pitch New Development Calculator should be used to assess pitch and related facilities arising from specific developments. This can be supported and evidenced by Sport England’s latest facility costs for pitches and related facilities, as well as detailed feasibility work and support from qualified cost consultants. The latest version of this calculator can be found here: 
	• Sport England’s Playing Pitch New Development Calculator should be used to assess pitch and related facilities arising from specific developments. This can be supported and evidenced by Sport England’s latest facility costs for pitches and related facilities, as well as detailed feasibility work and support from qualified cost consultants. The latest version of this calculator can be found here: 
	https://www.activeplacespower.com/reports/playing-pitch-caculator
	https://www.activeplacespower.com/reports/playing-pitch-caculator

	  


	• The cost of maintenance and sinking funds, where justified, should be calculated using Sport England or NGB advice and supporting documents, however local knowledge and previous costs from similar maintenance contracts should be considered. Maintenance and sinking costs can also be provided by Sport England’s ‘Lifecycle Costs’ (2017) however where specific and robust knowledge is available it is recommended that this is used 
	• The cost of maintenance and sinking funds, where justified, should be calculated using Sport England or NGB advice and supporting documents, however local knowledge and previous costs from similar maintenance contracts should be considered. Maintenance and sinking costs can also be provided by Sport England’s ‘Lifecycle Costs’ (2017) however where specific and robust knowledge is available it is recommended that this is used 

	• Where a land cost is justified this cost will be based on the local market cost for the relevant sport/leisure land use. There may also be a need to add the cost of other local and site-specific costs (e.g. abnormal ground conditions, site access needs etc.) 
	• Where a land cost is justified this cost will be based on the local market cost for the relevant sport/leisure land use. There may also be a need to add the cost of other local and site-specific costs (e.g. abnormal ground conditions, site access needs etc.) 

	• All costs should date related and inflation needs to be considered (e.g. if a facility is to be delivered in 3 years’ time the planning condition must apply an appropriate inflation index). 
	• All costs should date related and inflation needs to be considered (e.g. if a facility is to be delivered in 3 years’ time the planning condition must apply an appropriate inflation index). 


	 If the PPNCD is to be used, the Council should ensure that the most recent template is used, as financial data changes regularly. Further support is available from Sport England as required. 
	ADDITIONAL NOTES 
	 Following consultation with the Steering Group, the following notes are included to provide further guidance on the general principles to consider when planning on-site playing pitch provision in major new developments: 
	• New football pitches should be provided on large multi-pitch sites supported by appropriate changing facilities and car parking 
	• New football pitches should be provided on large multi-pitch sites supported by appropriate changing facilities and car parking 
	• New football pitches should be provided on large multi-pitch sites supported by appropriate changing facilities and car parking 

	• Small single pitch football sites should be avoided 
	• Small single pitch football sites should be avoided 

	• Provision for 3G pitches should be considered from the outset and sites should be sited and designed so that they can accommodate 3G at a later date 
	• Provision for 3G pitches should be considered from the outset and sites should be sited and designed so that they can accommodate 3G at a later date 

	• New cricket pitches should only be provided where there is clear evidence that there will be a club that will use and/or manage the pitch from the outset 
	• New cricket pitches should only be provided where there is clear evidence that there will be a club that will use and/or manage the pitch from the outset 

	• New playing fields should be sited and designed so that their use is not prejudiced by adjoining sensitive uses such as residential (e.g. to address the implications of ball strike and lighting/noise associated with 3G pitches) 
	• New playing fields should be sited and designed so that their use is not prejudiced by adjoining sensitive uses such as residential (e.g. to address the implications of ball strike and lighting/noise associated with 3G pitches) 

	• The potential for new secondary schools to meet 3G pitch and cricket NTP needs should be explored at the outset 
	• The potential for new secondary schools to meet 3G pitch and cricket NTP needs should be explored at the outset 

	• MUGAs and tennis/netball courts should be provided as part of playing field sites or secondary school sites and should be designed for meeting club needs including the provision of floodlighting 
	• MUGAs and tennis/netball courts should be provided as part of playing field sites or secondary school sites and should be designed for meeting club needs including the provision of floodlighting 

	• New schools that provide facilities that will help meet community needs should have community use secured through formal agreements 
	• New schools that provide facilities that will help meet community needs should have community use secured through formal agreements 

	• Management options for managing new outdoor sports sites should be considered at the outset including management by community sports clubs and community sports trusts as well as conventional options. 
	• Management options for managing new outdoor sports sites should be considered at the outset including management by community sports clubs and community sports trusts as well as conventional options. 

	• Provision should be made for the long term maintenance of new sites 
	• Provision should be made for the long term maintenance of new sites 


	  
	 
	 Glossary of terms  
	 In order to fully understand the PPS, 4global have created a glossary detailing key terms and phrases mentioned throughout. The glossary is detailed below, along with appropriate definitions; 
	ACRONYMS 
	• 3G AGP: Third Generation Artificial Grass Pitch 
	• 3G AGP: Third Generation Artificial Grass Pitch 
	• 3G AGP: Third Generation Artificial Grass Pitch 

	• 4g: 4global Consulting 
	• 4g: 4global Consulting 

	• AGP: Artificial Grass Pitch(es) 
	• AGP: Artificial Grass Pitch(es) 

	• APS: Active People Survey(s) 
	• APS: Active People Survey(s) 

	• CC: Cricket Club 
	• CC: Cricket Club 

	• CIL: Community Infrastructure Levy 
	• CIL: Community Infrastructure Levy 

	• CSP: County Sports Partnership 
	• CSP: County Sports Partnership 

	• ECB: England and Wales Cricket Board 
	• ECB: England and Wales Cricket Board 

	• EH: England Hockey 
	• EH: England Hockey 

	• FA: Football Association 
	• FA: Football Association 

	• FC: Football Club 
	• FC: Football Club 

	• FE: Further Education 
	• FE: Further Education 

	• GIS: Geographical Information Systems 
	• GIS: Geographical Information Systems 

	• HC: Hockey Club 
	• HC: Hockey Club 

	• HE: Higher Education 
	• HE: Higher Education 

	• IOG: Institute of Groundsmanship 
	• IOG: Institute of Groundsmanship 

	• JFC: Junior Football Club 
	• JFC: Junior Football Club 

	• LDF: Local Development Framework 
	• LDF: Local Development Framework 

	• LMS: Last Man Stands 
	• LMS: Last Man Stands 

	• LSOA: Lower Layer Super Output Area 
	• LSOA: Lower Layer Super Output Area 

	• MES: Match equivalent sessions 
	• MES: Match equivalent sessions 

	• NPPF: National Planning Policy Framework 
	• NPPF: National Planning Policy Framework 

	• PPS: Playing Pitch Strategy 
	• PPS: Playing Pitch Strategy 

	• PQS: Performance Quality Standard 
	• PQS: Performance Quality Standard 

	• RFU: Rugby Football Union 
	• RFU: Rugby Football Union 

	• RUFC: Rugby Union Football Club 
	• RUFC: Rugby Union Football Club 

	• S106: Section 106 Agreement 
	• S106: Section 106 Agreement 

	• U: Under. 
	• U: Under. 


	PHRASES 
	 National Governing Body of Sport (NGB) - typically these are independent, self-appointed organisations that govern their sports through the common consent of their sport. Sport England has a recognition process for NGBs that aims to identify a single lead NGB structure which governs a sport at UK, GB or home country level. 
	 Unsecured Community Use - these are pitches that are currently used or available for community-use, however there is no secure management/usage agreement in place. 
	 Secured Community Use - all pitches in LA, town and parish council ownership would typically be considered secure. It must be noted that secured access relates to community users of pitches in general terms having secured access to sites, not individual teams/clubs. 
	 Team Generation Rate – Provides an indication of how many people it may take to generate a team. A TGR can be calculated by dividing the current population within an age group for a sport by the number of teams in the area within that age group. This is then used to calculate the number of teams that will be required in the future, to allow for future population growth or reduction. 
	 Displaced demand generally relates to play by teams or other users of playing pitches from within the Study Area (i.e. from residents of the Study Area) which takes place outside of the area. This may be due to issues with the provision of pitches and ancillary facilities in the Study Area, just reflective of how the sports are played (e.g. at a central venue for the wider area) or due to the most convenient site for the respective users just falling outside of the local authority/Study Area. 
	 Unmet demand is demand that is known to exist but unable to be accommodated on current supply of pitches. This could be in the form of a team with access to a pitch for matches but nowhere to train or vice versa. This could also be due to the poor quality and therefore limited capacity of pitches in the area and/or a lack of provision and ancillary facilities which meet a certain standard of play/league requirement. League secretaries may be aware of some unmet demand as they may have declined applications
	 Latent demand is demand that evidence suggests may be generated from the current population should they have access to more or better provision. This could include feedback from a sports club who may feel that they could set up and run an additional team if they had access to better provision. 
	 Future demand is an informed estimate made of the likely future demand for pitches in the Study Area. This is generally based on the most appropriate current and future population projections for the relevant age and gender groupings for each sport. Key trends, local objectives and targets and consultation also inform this figure. 
	 Casual use or other use could take place on natural grass pitches or AGPs and include: 
	• Regular play from non-sports club sources (e.g. companies, schools, fitness classes) 
	• Regular play from non-sports club sources (e.g. companies, schools, fitness classes) 
	• Regular play from non-sports club sources (e.g. companies, schools, fitness classes) 

	• Infrequent informal/friendly matches 
	• Infrequent informal/friendly matches 

	• Informal training sessions 
	• Informal training sessions 

	• More casual forms of a particular sport organised by sports clubs or other parties 
	• More casual forms of a particular sport organised by sports clubs or other parties 


	• Significant public use and informal play, particularly where pitches are located in parks/recreation grounds. 
	• Significant public use and informal play, particularly where pitches are located in parks/recreation grounds. 
	• Significant public use and informal play, particularly where pitches are located in parks/recreation grounds. 


	 
	 Carrying capacity is the amount of play a site can regularly accommodate (in the relevant comparable unit) for community use without adversely affecting its quality and use. This is typically outlined by the NGB. 
	 Overplay is when a pitch is used over the amount that the carrying capacity will allow, (i.e. more than the site can accommodate). Pitches have a limit of how much play they can accommodate over a certain period of time before their quality, and in turn their use, is adversely affected. 
	 Spare capacity is the amount of additional play that a pitch could potentially accommodate in additional to current activity. There may be reasons why this potential to accommodate additional play should not automatically be regarded as actual spare capacity, for example, a site may be managed to regularly operate slightly below its carrying capacity, to ensure that it can cater for a number of friendly matches and training activity. This needs to be investigated before the capacity is deemed actual spare 
	 Match equivalent sessions is an appropriate comparable unit for pitch usage. For football, rugby union and rugby league, pitches should relate to a typical week within the season and one match = one match equivalent session if it occurs every week or 0.5 match equivalent sessions if it occurs every other week (i.e. reflecting home and away fixtures). For cricket pitches it is appropriate to look at the number of match equivalent sessions over the course of a season and one match = one match equivalent sess
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