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ABOUT US 

 

The UK Innovation Corridor (UKIC) is a leading global knowledge region and has the potential to drive forward the 
UK’s Industrial Strategy if it can secure the investment it needs in skills, the availability and quality of new housing, 
the availability of employment land and premises, and digital connectivity.  

Powered by world-leading technology jobs and knowledge-based industries, the UKIC economy has achieved higher rates 
of economic and business growth than The Triangle, The Boston Tech Corridor, Greater Munich, The Randstad and Ruhr 
Valley. The concentration of knowledge focused businesses is 50% higher than the rest of the UK. The UKIC a leading 
global region as well as a recognised UK region for innovation, growth and knowledge-based jobs. With its outstanding 
research institutions and technology businesses and the right investment and support in the future, the UKIC is positioned to 
contribute significantly to the UK’s future industrial development.

 PRODUCTIVITY 16% HIGHER 

UKIC links to the Oxford-Cambridge Arc to the north 
and west and the Thames Estuary to the south and 
east. Nearly one in seven UK jobs lies within ten 
kilometres of the Corridor and its workforce of 1.8 
million people currently delivers productivity which is 
16% higher than the UK average. 

 

 

 TWO MAYORS 

The Corridor is located along a radial economic 
geography that is based on two major rail lines (the 
East Coast Mainline and West Anglia Mainline) and 
three roads (the A1(M), A10 and M11). These link north 
and east London through Hertfordshire and Essex to 
Cambridge and Peterborough. At either end of the 
Corridor are the two globally-recognised Mayoral 
Combined Authorities (MCAs) of London and 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 
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INTRODUCTION 
This report sets out the main innovation assets of the UK Innovation Corridor – which cover science and research 
parks, universities, research institutes and business R&D.  

GLOBAL ICT CLUSTER 

With 242,800 employees in ICT, Digital and Media the 
Corridor is home to leading multinational tech giants 
and innovative new start-ups. From the Cambridge 
Cluster through to Hertfordshire’s technology 
businesses, and Tech City in London, the UKIC is a 
world leader in artificial intelligence. 

WORLD CLASS START-UPS 

Stevenage Bioscience Catalyst is a leader in open 
innovation and collaborative working. Specialist start-up 
incubators are available at St John’s Innovation Centre; 
and the specialist laboratories of BioPark at Welwyn 
Garden City. The Bradfield Centre is a new centre for 
technology start-ups and scale-ups that can support 
600 entrepreneurs within Cambridge Science Park. 

 

GLOBAL LIFE SCIENCES CLUSTER 

17% of all life sciences employment in England is 
based in the UKIC. This success is built on 37 research 
institutes and notable firms and organisations, including 
Amgen, AstraZeneca and the MRC Laboratory for 
Molecular Biology; The Wellcome Sanger Institute in 
South Cambridgeshire; GlaxoSmithKline in Stevenage; 
Quadram Institute in Norwich; Public Health England in 
Harlow, and the Francis Crick Institute in London. 

INDUSTRY NETWORKS 

The UK’S leading industry networks are based here. 
This includes One Nucleus, the global life sciences 
industry network; CW (Cambridge Wireless), the 
leading international community for the application of 
wireless, mobile and associated technologies; Agri-
Tech East; and, the Stem Cell Network.
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SUMMARY OF INNOVATION ASSETS 

UNIVERSITIES 

ARU (Anglia Ruskin University) is a truly global university, welcoming 

academics and students from 185 countries. Based in Cambridge, Chelmsford, 
London and Peterborough, and with two innovation centres in Essex, ARU’s 
regional location combined with continued investment in infrastructure, business 
networks and research expertise have helped us develop a reputation for quality, 
innovation and collaboration. 

 

MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY is based in Hendon, London and has 19,690 

students. It is renowned for research in creativity and culture, technology and 
productivity and sustainability. research expertise includes support for 
communities through visual arts  through the long-term active energy research 
project, groundbreaking research to identify solutions to end poverty through 
women’s entrepreneurship and local approaches to alleviating poverty. 

 

The UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE is known for its enterprising ethos; 

providing an excellent education to its 24,400 students, through its commitment 
to research-led teaching and business engagement. University of Hertfordshire 
drives urgent and eminent research that positively impacts the environment, 
health, culture, technology and society across all business areas, including 
Robotics, Games, Visual Effects, Medicine and Agritech. 

 

The UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE, with 20,510 students, is world class on 

every measure. Based on the Research Excellence Framework (2014), its rank 
on research power (by unit of assessment) is second in the UK in “biological 
sciences”, and fifth in each of “clinical medicine”, “psychology, psychiatry and 
neuroscience”, and “public health, health services and primary care”. Global 
research excellence is evident in Life Sciences, Medicine, Agritech, Advanced 
materials, Manufacturing, Phsyics, Computing and Engineering. 

 

UCL (University College London) is a world-leading research university, with 

40,015 students and over 6,000 research staff. UCL’s global research expertise 
spans medicine, life sciences, engineering, and computing. UCL’s strategy is to 
increase cross-disciplinary and translational research – such as through the UCL 
Centre for Computation, Mathematics and Physics in the Life Sciences and 
Experimental Biology (CoMPLEX). UCL ranks 1st in the world (QS World 
University Rankings by subject) for Architecture research, 5th for Anatomy and 
physiology, 7th for Pharmacy, and =9th for Life sciences and medicine. 

 

THE ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE is the largest and longest-established 

vet school in the English-speaking world and is a college of the University of 
London. It conducts world-class research across the themes of animal welfare, 
biomechanics, genetics, bioinformatics, pathology and epidemiology and public 
health. 
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RESEARCH INSTITUTES AND CORPORATE R&D HEADQUARTERS 

The UK Innovation Corridor’s success in life sciences is 
built on 37 research institutes and notable firms and 
organisations, including Amgen, AstraZeneca and the 
MRC Laboratory for Molecular Biology in Cambridge, The 
Wellcome Sanger Institute in South Cambridgeshire, 
GlaxoSmithKline in Stevenage, Quadram Institute in 
Norwich, Public Health England in Harlow and the Francis 
Crick Institute in London. 

The UKIC is a world leader in artificial intelligence, with 
such firms as Deepmind - the world leader in artificial 
intelligence research based in Kings Cross, London, and 
Darktrace - the World’s leading AI company for cyber 
security based in Cambridge. The Corridor is also home to 
multinational tech giants such as Arm Holdings, Google, 
Imagination and Microsoft. UKIC is home to leading 
corporate R&D centres, such as Microsoft’s European 
Research Lab, Cambridge Display Technologies, Google, 
Citrix, Xaar, Red Gate, Aveva, ARM, Imagination 
Technologies, and ACI Global. 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARKS 

 

  

 

 

SCIENCE PARK 
Cambridge Science Park 

  

 

SCIENCE PARK 
Harlow Science Park & KAO Park 

Cambridge Science Park is a 152 acre site, with 65 
buildings providing 1.8 million sq ft of floorspace for 
120 R&D and technology businesses. The next 5 
years will see the upgraded landscaping and 
amenities, and 400,000 sq ft of new accommodation, 
including a new Bio Innovation Centre. 

  Harlow Science Park and Kao Park is a newly 
redeveloped and extended science and technology 
hub 30 minutes from London and Cambridge 

 

  

 

 

RESEARCH PARK 
Chesterford Research Park 

  

 

TECHNOLOGY PARK 
Granta Park 

Chesterford Research Park is home to innovative 
biotech companies, set within 250 acres and providing 
for up to 1 million sq ft of accommodation, of which 
350,000 sq ft is already occupied 

  Granta Park provides 1.2 million sq ft of 
accommodation in 17 buildings for life sciences and 
biotech firms, on a high amenity campus. Planning 
permission and masterplan allows for a further 
500,000 sq ft of pre-let developments. 
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KINGS CROSS KNOWLEDGE QUARTER 

 

  KQ (KINGS CROSS KNOWLEDGE QUARTER) 
is the focal point for one of the greatest knowledge 
clusters anywhere in the world, located in the area 
around King’s Cross, the Euston Road and 
Bloomsbury. 

DEVELOPMENT SITES 

 

  ALCONBURY ENTERPRISE CAMPUS lies at the heart of 

the high quality low carbon development of Alconbury 
Weald. It offers flexible, bespoke business space for 
businesses from 250 to over 500,000 sq ft (12 – 46,450 sq 
m). The Campus enjoys close links to the global innovation 
centre of Cambridge and the environmental cluster of 
Peterborough. 

 

  CAMBRIDGE BIOMEDICAL CAMPUS is undergoing a 

major expansion that includes the co-location of companies 
alongside the existing 17,500-strong community of 
healthcare professionals and research scientists. Between 
2009 and 2015 1.8 million sq ft of development has been 
provided in phase 1, with phase 2 provision of 800,000 sq ft 
being made. 

 

  TWENTYFIVE25 is a 36 ha site based in Broxbourne for a 

new headquarters / business / science park 30 minutes 
from London with immediate access to the M25. The site 
occupies an accessible and prominent position next to the 
A10 and M25 and forms a key gateway into Broxbourne 
and Hertfordshire.  

 

  MARSHMOOR is a 13.5 ha site in Welwyn Hatfield, 

proposed for 270,000 sq ft of high quality office and 
laboratory space in a location situated immediately 
adjacent to Welham Green railway station and within 
touching distance of the A1(M) and M25. 
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PROPERTY MARKET INTELLIGENCE 
There are 55 properties in the UKIC area, outside of 
London that are rated 4 or 5 start by CoStar in the 
category of office, light industrial and specialized 
uses. 

• 55 properties – 4 or 5 star (CoStar) 

• 2.7 million sq ft total property 

• 112,000 sq ft vacant property 

• 4.7 per cent vacancy rate  

• Average rent in October 2019: £28.02 per sq 
ft 

• 35,000 sq ft currently under construction 

 

  Top property buyers: 

• Orchard Street Investment Management LLP 

• Aviva 

• Legal & General Group plc 

• Tesco 

• Kilmartin Property Group Ltd 

• JP Morgan Chase & Co 

• Zurich Assurance 

• University of Cambridge 

• The Royal London Mutual Insurance Society 
Ltd 

• Deutsche Bank AG 

 

ASKING RENT PER SF 

 

  
VACANCY RATE 

 

CONSTRUCTION STARTS 

 

  
CONSTRUCTION DELIVERIES 

 

Source: CoStar, October 2019 
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UNIVERSITIES, RESEARCH INSTITUTES 
AND CORPORATE R&D CENTRES 
 

CANCER RESEARCH UK 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

PARK 

UNIVERSITY OF 
CAMBRIDGE 

DEVELOPMENT SITE WITH PLANNING 

PERMISSION RESEARCH CAMPUS / CORPORATE R&D SITE 

ASTRAZENECA 

UNIVERSITY 

RESEARCH CENTRE / CORPORATE R&D 

WELLCOME SANGER 
INSTITUTE & EMBL-EBI 

ANGLIA RUSKIN 
UNIVERSITY 

GLAXOSMITHKLINE 

MEDTECH CAMPUS 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
ENGLAND 

UCL 

UNIVERSITY OF 
HERTFORDSHIRE 

FRANCIS CRICK 
INSTITUTE 

MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY 

ARM HOLDINGS 

MICROSOFT 

TWI 

LMB 

ROYAL VETERINARY 
COLLEGE 

BABRAHAM INSTITUTE 
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ARU 

 

 23,500 students in 2017/18 

5,085 undergraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

1,650 postgraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

1,950 staff in 2017/18 

ARU (Anglia Ruskin University) is a truly global university, 

welcoming academics and students from 185 countries. 

Based in Cambridge, Chelmsford, London and 

Peterborough, and with two innovation centres in Essex, 

ARU’s regional location combined with continued 

investment in infrastructure, business networks and 

research expertise have helped us develop a reputation 

for quality, innovation and collaboration.  

Ranked by the Times Higher Education World University 

Rankings 2019 as one of the top 350 global higher 

education institutions, and with 12 areas of our research 

having been ranked as ‘world-leading’ (Research 

Excellence Framework 2014), we’re committed, through 

our seven research institutes, clinical trials unit and newly 

opened medical school, to driving forward multi-

disciplinary research and innovation excellence in areas 

ranging from positive ageing, sustainability and vision to 

engineering, entrepreneurship and gamification. 

ARU has a proven track record in working with 

businesses to transfer and embed new knowledge and 

capabilities, both through part Govt-funded Knowledge 

Transfer Partnerships and  by working collaboratively on 

business research, innovation and consultancy projects..  

 

MIDDLESEX UNIVERSITY 

 

 19,690 students in 2017/18 

4,990 undergraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

1,900 postgraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

1,920 staff in 2017/18 

Based in Hendon, London, Middlesex University has 

19,690 students and is renowned for research in creativity 

and culture, technology and productivity and 

sustainability. Research expertise includes support for 

communities through visual arts through the long-term 

Active Energy research project, groundbreaking research 

to identify solutions to end poverty through women’s 

entrepreneurship and local approaches to alleviating 

poverty. 

 

Middlesex University plays a leading role in a 

collaboration to create the world’s first culturally 

competent robots to assist with the care of older people, 

and is a pioneer in technology assisted health and 

wellbeing, with its research into user-centred innovation 

investigating smart technologies that facilitate everyday 

activities, especially for people who need extra support. 

Middlesex is a leader in research into land management 

and remediation through innovation in removing toxic 

substances to clean up contaminated land, and flood 

warning systems. Research into using enzymes to clean 

up the environment could reduce reliance on traditional 

methods, like incineration, thermal and alkaline 

breakdown, that are potentially hazardous and polluting to 

the environment.  
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UNIVERSITY OF HERTFORDSHIRE 

 

 24,400 students in 2017/18 

5,660 undergraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

2,100 postgraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

2,699 FTE staff in 2017/18 

The University of Hertfordshire has a range of research 

specialisms, with a significant reputation in robotics, 

games and visual effects. The Games and Visual Effects 

Research Laboratory (G+VERL) is a lab dedicated to 

investigating new and novel applications for the 

techniques and technologies of Visual Effects and 

Games. G+VERL’s unique environment offers teams of 

multidisciplinary researchers state-of-the-art computing 

technology to help facilitate and increase research and 

development for the VFX and games Industries. 

The Adaptive Systems Research Group’s Robot House is 

home to a range of robots designed to care for people in 

their home, with the aim of observing how people and 

machines interact in everyday life. More broadly, other 

ICT and computing assets at the University of 

Hertfordshire include the Smart Systems Laboratory, the 

Cyber Security Centre, and the Machine Learning and 

Biocomputation and Optical Networks and Wireless 

Laboratory Research Groups. 

The Centre for Health Services and Clinical Research 

brings together basic, clinical and applied health 

sciences, facilitating collaboration and promoting synergy 

between researchers with internationally-renowned 

expertise in health services and clinical research. The 

University’s research spans pharmacology, analytical 

chemistry, clinical medicine, pharmacy, psychology, 

public health, epidemiology and health methods. 

The Centre for Agriculture, Food and Environmental 

Management (CAFEM) is a partnership established in 

2015 between the University of Hertfordshire, Royal 

Veterinary College, Rothamsted Research and Oaklands 

College. It is a virtual Centre with a focus on collaborative 

research between the partners and delivery of 

undergraduate and post graduate education.  

 

 

 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON (UCL) 

 

 40,015 students in 2017/18 

5,490 undergraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

11,795 postgraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

12,900 staff in 2017/18 

UCL is a world-leading research university, with over 

6,000 research staff committed to engaging with the wider 

world and changing it for the better. UCL was established 

in 1826 in order to open up education in England for the 

first time to students of any race, class or religion. 

In the 2014 Research Assessment Exercise, UCL’s 

'research power' was rated top - not only in the overall 

results, but in each of the three assessed elements of 

REF2014: publications and other outputs; research 

environment; and research impact. UCL’s combined 

performance in Panels A (medicine and biological 

sciences) and B (physical sciences, maths and 

engineering) is such that they demonstrated the largest 

volume of 4* research in medicine, mathematics, physical 

and life sciences, and engineering - 13% ahead of 

Oxford, more than 20% ahead of Cambridge and 39% 

ahead of Imperial. 

UCL’s global research expertise spans a range of 

scientific disciplines, including medicine, life sciences, 

engineering, and computing. Notably, UCL’s strategy is to 

increase cross-disciplinary and translational research – 

such as interdisciplinary research in the medical and life 

sciences through the UCL Centre for Computation, 

Mathematics and Physics in the Life Sciences and 

Experimental Biology (CoMPLEX). UCL ranks 1st in the 

world (QS World University Rankings by subject) for 

Architecture research, 5th for Anatomy and physiology, 

7th for Pharmacy, and =9th for Life sciences and 

medicine.
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 

 

 20,510 students in 2017/18 

3,315 undergraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

4,400 postgraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

11,775 staff in 2017/18 

The University of Cambridge is world class on every 

measure and it is an enormous asset for the region. In 

terms of the quality of academic science, the region’s 

credentials are dominated by the University of 

Cambridge: based on the Research Excellence 

Framework (2014), its rank on research power (by unit of 

assessment) is second in the UK in “biological sciences”, 

and fifth in each of “clinical medicine”, “psychology, 

psychiatry and neuroscience”, and “public health, health 

services and primary care”.  

According to the Research Excellence Framework (2014), 

the University of Cambridge is ranked in the top 10 

across all “units of assessment” that are relevant to Agri-

tech on research power. In terms of grade point average 

(GPA), the University of Cambridge is ranked 2nd in 

“earth systems and environmental sciences”.  

In April 2017, it was announced that the University of 

Cambridge would be one of six centres that will form the 

UK Dementia Research Institute (which is led by the 

MRC). The Cancer Research UK (CRUK) Cambridge 

Institute opened in 2007 as a joint venture between 

CRUK and the University of Cambridge. In December 

2016, it was announced that the CRUK Cambridge 

Centre would receive further investment of £41m over five 

years to develop its work in translational research.  

the University of Cambridge is outstanding across all 

“units of assessment” which relate directly to Advanced 

Materials and Manufacturing. In terms of research power, 

it was ranked 1st in “physics” through the Research 

Excellence Framework (2014); 2nd in both “general 

engineering” and “chemistry”; 7th in “electrical and 

electronic engineering, metallurgy and materials”; and 

11th in “aeronautical, mechanical, chemical and 

manufacturing engineering”.  Of particular relevance to 

the AM&M Theme is the University of Cambridge’s 

Engineering Department (and within this, the Institute for 

Manufacturing (IfM)) and its Department of Materials 

Science and Metallurgy  

The University of Cambridge’s Computer Laboratory is 

renowned for the excellence of its research and the 

extent of its commercial reach – both through 

collaborations with global ICT businesses since the 1980s 

(i.e. much earlier than most other UK universities) and the 

volume and quality of spin-out businesses. Counted 

within its “Hall of Fame” are ARM Holdings, Acorn and 

Jagex from among a list that tops 200. In addition, the 

University’s Centre for Scientific Computing is a key 

resource and part of the Cavendish Laboratory 

(Department of Physics). 

 

ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 

 

 2,545 students in 2017/18 

435 undergraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

155 postgraduates qualifying in 2017/18 

950 staff in 2017/18 

 

The Royal Veterinary College is the largest and longest-

established vet school in the English-speaking world and 

is a college of the University of London. Undergraduate 

and postgraduate programmes (including Clinical Training 

Scholarships) in biological sciences, veterinary science 

and veterinary nursing. 

The Royal Veterinary College is a leading international 

veterinary research centre. The last Research 

Assessment Exercise ranked the RVC as England's best 

veterinary school, among institutions whose research is 

exclusively related to veterinary science. RVC’s approach 

extends from the molecular level to the whole animal or 

population of animals. Underpinning research across 

these themes are animal welfare, biomechanics, 

genetics, bioinformatics, pathology and epidemiology and 

public health. 
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Research institutes and corporate 
R&D headquarters

▪ Abcam 
▪ Amgen 
▪ ARU Medtech Campus  

 

▪ AstraZeneca 
▪ Babraham Biosciences  
▪ Cambridge Biomedical Campus 
▪ Cancer Research UK 
▪ Cell Therapy Catapult 
▪ Francis Crick Institute 
▪ GlaxoSmithKline 
▪ Health and Human Sciences Research Institute 
▪ Illumina 
▪ MRC Asthma UK Centre 
▪ Multiple Sclerosis Trust 
▪ One Nucleus 
▪ Pfizer 
▪ Takeda 
▪ Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute 

▪ Nokia Research 
▪ Qualcomm 
▪ Facebook 
▪ Cambridge Display Technologies 
▪ Cambridge Wireless 
▪ Google 
▪ Xaar 
▪ Ubisense 
▪ Microsoft 
▪ Toshiba 
▪ ARM 
▪ Plextek 
▪ Paypoint 
▪ Imagination Technologies 
▪ Citrix 
▪ Autonomy 
▪ Aveva 
▪ Jagex 
▪ Frontier 
▪ Sony 
▪ EA 

▪ Eidos 
▪ Konami 
▪ LinkedIn 
▪ Microsoft 
▪ Rockstar 
▪ Sega 
▪ Square Enix 
▪ Ubisoft 

Life sciences 
The UK Innovation Corridor’s success in life 
sciences is built on 37 research institutes and 
notable firms and organisations, including Amgen, 
AstraZeneca and the MRC Laboratory for 
Molecular Biology in Cambridge, The Wellcome 
Sanger Institute in South Cambridgeshire, 
GlaxoSmithKline in Stevenage, Quadram Institute 
in Norwich, Public Health England in Harlow and 
the Francis Crick Institute in London. 

IT, digital and engineering 
The UKIC is a world leader in artificial intelligence, 
with such firms as Deepmind - the world leader in 
artificial intelligence research based in Kings 
Cross, London, and Darktrace - the World’s 
leading AI company for cyber security based in 
Cambridge. The Corridor is also home to 
multinational tech giants such as Arm Holdings, 
Google, Imagination and Microsoft. UKIC is home 
to leading corporate R&D centres, such as 
Microsoft’s European Research Lab, Cambridge 
Display Technologies, Google, Citrix, Xaar, Red 
Gate, Aveva, ARM, Imagination Technologies, and 
ACI Global. TWI provides global expertise and 
CPD in structural ingetrity and welding. 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY PARKS 
AND DEVELOPMENT SITES 

CAMBRIDGE SCIENCE PARK 

CHESTERFORD RESEARCH 
PARK 

GRANTA PARK 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

DEVELOPMENT SITE WITH PLANNING 
PERMISSION RESEARCH CAMPUS / CORPORATE R&D 
SITE 

WELLCOME GENOME 
CAMPUS 

UNIVERSITY 

HARLOW SCIENCE PARK/ 
KAO PARK 

KINGS CROSS KNOWLEDGE 
QUARTER 

ALCONBURY WEALD 

TWENTYFIVE25 

GSK / STEVENAGE 
BIOSCIENCE CATALYST 

CAMBRIDGE BIOMEDICAL 
CAMPUS / ASTRAZENECA 

MARSHMOOR 
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CAMBRIDGE SCIENCE PARK 

 

  Since it was established by Trinity College in 
1970, the Cambridge Science Park has played a 
pivotal role in the “Cambridge Phenomenon” - 
the transformation of Cambridge from a market 
town with a world-class university to one of the 
leading technology hotspots in the world. 

Today the 152-acre site with a floor space of 
1.8m sq ft where 7,500 employees work in over 
120 businesses ranging from spin-outs from the 
University of Cambridge to multinational 
companies seeking access to the brightest 
graduates and entrepreneurs from Cambridge’s 
diverse talent pool. Many are working on 
potentially life changing technologies from 
personalised medicines and non-invasive cancer 
diagnostics to artificial intelligence, IoT, defense 
and connectivity - to name just a few. 

 
MARKET INFORMATION   

 
WHO’S HERE? 

 

 

 

  Over 120 businesses, including: AMGEN, 
AstraZeneca, AVEVA, Bayer Cropscience, 
Cambridge Consultants, CITRIX, Cambridge 
Wireless, Flexenable, Grant Thornton, Huawei, 
Jagex, NAPP, Owlstone Medical, Roku, Toshiba, 
Worldpay, XAAR. 

  

 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 

  The Park is now in its next phase of development 
with the opening in July 2017 of the Bradfield 
Centre - a 40,000 sq ft building, purpose-built 
accommodate hundreds of researchers, 
inventors, start-ups and scale-up companies - 
followed by the opening of a stunning new facility 
for leading games company Frontier Plc in the 
spring of 2018. Further developments scheduled 
to come forward in the next 5 years include 
360,000 sq ft of office buildings and a 40,000 sq 
ft Bio Innovation Centre as well as significant 
upgrades to the public realm, landscaping and 
transport infrastructure. 
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HARLOW SCIENCE PARK AND KAO 
PARK 

The worlds of innovation and business 
converge at Kao Park and Harlow Science 
Park, a newly redeveloped science and 
technology hub in the heart of the UK 
Innovation Corridor – and part of the Harlow 
Enterprise Zone. 

Located on the Harlow Enterprise Zone in 
Essex, Kao Park combines Grade A office 
accommodation and a state-of-the-art data 
centre to create a unique proposition for 
occupiers seeking a next generation 
campus. 

With a long history of scientific and 
technological breakthroughs, including the 
momentous discovery of fibre optic cable, 
the site is the perfect location for any 
business looking. 

  

 

 
WHO’S HERE?   

 
MARKET INFORMATION 

Public Health England, Pearson, Teva 
Pharmaceutical Industries, Arrow 
Electronics, Raytheon. 

 

  

 

 

 

Source: CoStar, October 2019 

 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS   

The first phase of the development, which 
features the Anglia Ruskin University (ARU) 
Innovation Centre and the Nexus building, 
will complete in 2019. The ARU building will 
be geared towards start-ups while the Nexus 
building will cater for established, office-
based businesses. 

The next phase has been approved by 
Harlow Council for the development of a 
range of ‘mid-tech’ units combining office, 
research and manufacturing and assembly 
space, to be known as Modus. Funding of 
approximately £7.2 million has been 
approved for the development, which will be 
retained by Harlow Council as an 
investment. 
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CHESTERFORD RESEARCH PARK 

 

  Building on over 60 years of continuous research 
and development, Chesterford Research Park is 
now home to innovative biotechs and speciality 
pharmaceutical and technology companies such 
as Charles River Laboratories, Diagnostics for 
the Real World, Illumina and Isogenica.  The 
Park community amasses an impressive number 
of alliances, collaborations and successful 
funding rounds each year, all of which contribute 
to Chesterford’s undeniable reputation as a 
thriving centre for life science discovery within 
the Cambridge biotech cluster. 

Underpinning these successes is a Park 
environment that offers a flexible range of 
accommodation, ideally suited to companies at 
all stages of their development and a highly 
supportive Park management team, who truly 
understand tenants’ short and long term 
objectives.  Set within 250 acres of idyllic 
parkland near Cambridge, the low-density 
development at Chesterford is ideally positioned 
to further tenants’ success. 

 
MARKET INFORMATION   

 
WHO’S HERE? 

 

 

Source: CoStar, October 2019 

  Astrazeneca, Arecor, Camena, Cell Centric, 
Charles River, Domainex, Evonetix, Isomerase 
Therapeutics, Oncologica, Oxford Nanopore 
Technologies. 

  

 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 

  With a masterplan for around 1 million sq ft, of 
which approximately 350,000 sq ft is already 
occupied, the 250 acre low density scheme 
provides high quality accommodation in an 
attractive, landscaped environment served by state-
of-the-art amenities – ideal for science and 
technology based companies of all sizes. 

The Churchill Building will provide approximately 
36,000 sq ft gross internal area of bespoke 
laboratory/office space designed and built to 
specific requirements. 
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GRANTA PARK 
Established for 20 years, Granta Park® is an 
important business estate in one of the most 
recognised areas for science success 
globally. It provides 1.2 million square feet of 
accommodation in 17 buildings for life 
sciences companies and organisations. 

With a vision to provide the very best 
purpose-built environment for the leading 
businesses of today and tomorrow, Granta 
Park® is located in the heart of the 
Cambridge Science Cluster. 

Hard-working people with specialist skills 
deserve to work in a high-quality science 
park environment. Granta Park® offers 160 
acres of truly inspirational surroundings, 
creating a perfect environment for a work-life 
balance. 

  

 

 
WHO’S HERE?   

 
MARKET INFORMATION 

Illumina, Medimmune, Pfizer, PPD, Sphere 
Fluidics, Vernalis, Gilead, One Nucleus, 
CRUK, Lonza. 

  

7  

 

Source: CoStar, October 2019 

 
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS   

Granta Park® has both outline consent and 
reserved matters consent on a number of 
different sites, which gives companies a 
choice of locations for their new building 
within the 200 acre landscaped Estate. The 
Somerville Building offers 38,000 sq ft of 
office and laboratory accommodation – ready 
to be built and let. Pre-let opportunities are 
available from 50,000 to 300,000 sq ft in a 
newly landscaped park setting over five 
separate buildings. 
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KINGS CROSS KNOWLEDGE QUARTER 

.  
KQ (Kings Cross Knowledge Quarter) is the focal 
point for one of the greatest knowledge clusters 
anywhere in the world, located in a small area 
around King’s Cross, the Euston Road and 
Bloomsbury. Within a few hundred metres you can 
find knowledge resources ranging from the world’s 
earliest books and manuscripts to the latest fashion 
and creative designs and cutting-edge medical 
research. 

KQ is a consortium of partner organisations made up 
of over 100 academic, cultural, research, scientific 
and media organisations, large and small: from the 
British Library, Google and the Wellcome Trust to 
Arts Catalyst, Scriberia and the Wiener Library. 

The KQ area benefits from connectivity to national 
rail services at London Kings Cross, London St 
Pancras and London Euston mainline stations. There 
is further connectivity to Gatwick Airport (Thameslink) 
and Heathrow (Piccadilly Line). Further connectivity 
is provided on the London Tube and bus services. 

 WHO’S HERE 

Design Council, Wellcome Trust, Google, UCL, 
ARUP, Eagle Genomics, The Francis Crick Institute, 
Pan MacMillan. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARKET INFORMATION OFFICES AND 
LIGHT INDUSTRIAL OVER 50,000 SQ FT 

 

 

 

Source: CoStar, October 2019. 
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KINGS CROSS KNOWLEDGE QUARTER 
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DEVELOPMENT SITES 

ALCONBURY ENTERPRISE CAMPUS 

Sitting in a prime location on the transport spine of the 

country with road and rail links to all points of the 

compass, Alconbury Enterprise Campus lies at the 

heart of the high quality low carbon development of 

Alconbury Weald. It offers flexible, bespoke business 

space for businesses from 250 to over 500,000 sq ft 

(12 – 46,450 sq m). The Campus enjoys close links to 

the global innovation centre of Cambridge and the 

environmental cluster of Peterborough.  

The scale of the Campus enables tailored solutions for 

a range of business types and sizes. It also offers a 

variety of locations: from being at the hub of the 

development next to shops and services; to being part 

of an inspirational streetscape with imposing entrances 

and dramatic landscaping; or being set apart in the 

landscape with space to grow. 

  

 

The Campus provides space for Offices, Research and 

Development or Production. Current Offers include: 

• 615 – 3,722 sq ft (57.1 – 350.4 sq m) in the 

Incubator 

• 5,000-500,000 sq ft and more (465 – 46,451 + sq 

m) bespoke new builds 

 

CAMBRIDGE BIOMEDICAL CAMPUS 

The Cambridge Biomedical Campus combines world-

class biomedical research, patient care and education 

on a single site. Now undergoing a major expansion 

that includes the co-location of companies alongside 

the existing 17,500-strong community of healthcare 

professionals and research scientists, the Campus is 

on track to becoming one of the leading biomedical 

centres in the world by 2020. 

In 2009, planning permission covering 70 acres 

became the catalyst for the first phase expansion of 

the campus, raising its status into a truly internationally 

competing academic health science centre. The 

ensuing six years has seen new committed 

development hit 1,800,000 sq ft gross (167,224 sq m). 

With the Phase 1 expansion land now fully committed, 

the Development of the Phase 2 expansion land is now 

underway.  

  

With a landscape-led approach, this next stage will 

thread a series of new high specification office and 

laboratory buildings between a string of green, shared 

spaces to promote formal and informal meetings. The 

total Phase 2 floor area available for development is 

807,000 sq ft (75,000 sq m) gross, comprising 636,000 

sq ft (59,000 sq m) of commercial floor space, 

including Abcam, and 171,000 sf ft gross (15,900 sq 

m) of clinical floor space. 
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TWENTYFIVE25 

TwentyFive25 is a 36 ha site based in Broxbourne for a 

new headquarters / business / science park 30 minutes 

from London with immediate access to the M25. The 

site occupies an accessible and prominent position 

next to the A10 and M25 and forms a key gateway into 

Broxbourne and Hertfordshire.  

Master planning of Park Plaza West indicates the 

potential for this site to accommodate up to 100,000m2 

of business floorspace and the site will be promoted to 

the types of industries that are prevalent and seeking 

space within the UK Innovation Corridor – life sciences 

and digital and media technologies.  

  

 

It is estimated that this floorspace could house up to 

10,000 jobs and preplanning of the development of this 

site is based on putting in place the infrastructure to 

accommodate this scale of employment growth. 

 

MARSHMOOR 

Marshmoor is a 13.5 ha site in Welwyn Hatfield, 

proposed for 270,000 sq ft of high quality office and 

laboratory space in a highly opportune location. 

Situated immediately adjacent to Welham Green 

railway station and within touching distance of the 

A1(M) and M25, it sits at the gateway to the North and 

London. It will also include approximately 120 linked 

homes, affording quality and convenient 

accommodation for key innovators and staff. 
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