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Historic England is the principal Government adviser on the historic environment, 

advising it on planning and listed building consent applications, appeals and other 

matters generally affecting the historic environment. Historic England is consulted on 

Local Development Plans under the provisions of the duty to co-operate and 

provides advice to ensure that legislation and national policy in the National Planning 

Policy Framework are thereby reflected in local planning policy and practice. 

 

The tests of soundness require that Local Development Plans should be positively 

prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy. Historic England’s 

representations on the Publication Draft Local Plan are made in the context of the 

requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework (“the Framework”) in 

relation to the historic environment as a component of sustainable development.
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Matter 1: Birchall Garden Suburb – regarding documents submitted by the 

Council following the Stage 7 hearing sessions (i.e. EX201 and EX201B to 

EX201L).  

 

1.1. This hearing statement has been prepared in response to the Inspector’s 

invitation to comment on documents which have recently been submitted to 

the Examination in relation to SDS2 Birchall Garden Suburb. It should be read 

alongside Historic England’s comments submitted at previous consultation 

stages of the Local Plan, our Statement of Common Ground with East Herts 

and Welwyn Hatfield dated November 2017 EX30 SOCG between EHDC, 

WHBC and HE and our hearing statements in relation of Birchall Garden 

Suburb Historic England Birchall Hearing Statement (Matter 7, January 2018, 

and Stage 7 February 2020). 

 

1.2. Historic England has reviewed the additional documents submitted by the 

Council in relation the proposed Local Plan allocation SDS2 Birchall Garden 

Suburb - South East Welwyn Garden City.  While we have no specific 

comments to make on these documents we reiterate our previous comments 

that any mitigation measures for landscape and noise, or increase in the 

number of dwellings should not compromise the agreed mitigation for heritage 

as set out in the Beacon Panshanger Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) and 

the amended policy wording and revised strategy diagram agreed with 

Historic England in the Birchall Statement of Common Ground (SOCG) 2017 

(EX30). In particular it is important that careful consideration is given to the 

heights of development to avoid impacting upon views from the Grade I Listed 

Hatfield House and Grade I Registered Park and Garden (RPG) and also from 

the Essendon Conservation Area across the valley.  

 

1.3. The concept diagram (see Appendix 1) negotiated through the SOCG (EX30) 

included a green corridor across the centre of the site connecting Henry 

Wood, Birchall Farm, through to the Commons SSSI, a green buffer along the 

south edge of the site adjacent to the A414 as well as a heritage buffer for 

Panshanger Park to the north east of the site and open space for the schools 

to the north of the built development for the primary and secondary schools. 

This mitigation was one of the key factors behind our acceptance of the 

principle development on this site, and it is therefore critical that these 

measures are not compromised. 

 

1.4. In conclusion our review of the additional documents does not present any 

relevant changes to the historic environment, however we maintain that all of 

the points set out in the agreed SoCG remain critical to the future 

development of the site. 
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