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Historic England is the principal Government adviser on the historic environment, 

advising it on planning and listed building consent applications, appeals and other 

matters generally affecting the historic environment. Historic England is consulted on 

Local Development Plans under the provisions of the duty to co-operate and 

provides advice to ensure that legislation and national policy in the National Planning 

Policy Framework are thereby reflected in local planning policy and practice. 

 

The tests of soundness require that Local Development Plans should be positively 

prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy. Historic England’s 

representations on the Publication Draft Local Plan are made in the context of the 

requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework (“the Framework”) in 

relation to the historic environment as a component of sustainable development.
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Matter 2: Symondshyde – regarding documents submitted by the Council 

following the stage 7 hearing sessions (i.e. EX202 and EX202B – 202H). 

 

1.1. This hearing statement has been prepared in response to the Inspector’s 

invitation to comment on documents which have recently been submitted to 

the Examination in relation to SDS6 Symondshyde New Village; EX202 and 

EX202B - 202H. It should be read alongside Historic England’s comments 

submitted at previous consultation stages of the Local Plan, our statement of 

Common Ground with East Herts and Welwyn Hatfield dated November 2017 

(EX30), and our hearing statements in relation this site; Stage 7 - Policy SP 

24, Symondshyde New Village Hearing Statement, February 2020. 

 

1.2. Historic England has reviewed the additional documents submitted by the 

Council in relation the proposed Local Plan allocation SDS6 Symondshyde 

New Village. We have focussed our attention on the various Symondshyde 

expansion options set out in the Technical Paper (EX202D): two small areas 

to the north of the site (areas A and B); and a south-easterly extension 

including land between Symondshyde and NW Hatfield (Areas C, D and E). 

We have no specific comments to make on the other documents. 

 

1.3. The Submission version of the Symondshyde allocation was supported by a 

Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) (EX48) which considered the likely 

consequences of development on the settings of the Grade II listed 

Symondshyde Farmhouse, the nearby grade I listed Brocket Hall, and wider 

impact upon the setting of the grade II listed Brocket Hall Registered Park and 

Garden and an Area of Archaeological Interest. 

 

1.4. Historic England broadly accepted the conclusions of EX48 which found that 

while development would result in an extensive change to the setting of 

Symondshyde Farmhouse it would not necessarily be a harmful change as 

the setting of the listed farmhouse is currently poor with substantial potential 

to be enhanced, and that there will be no negative impact upon the setting of 

Brocket Hall Registered Park and Garden or significant negative impact upon 

listed structures in Lemsford.  

 

1.5. The proposed revised wording of the Plan set out in our Statement of 

Common Ground with East Herts and Welwyn Hatfield dated November 2017 

(EX30) cross references the Heritage Impact Assessment and seeks to 

ensure that the findings of this assessment are incorporated into any future 

development of the site.  

 

1.6. Having reviewed the expansion options, Historic England broadly accepts the 

conclusions of the Technical Paper (EX202D) that an enlargement of the 
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village in south easterly direction (Areas D and E) would have less impact 

upon the Brockett Hall estate than an extension to the north and north east 

(Areas A, B, and C).  

 

1.7. While this additional land has not been subject to Heritage Impact 

Assessment, nonetheless given the conclusions of the existing report (EX48); 

in particular that the site in its current does not make any contribution to the 

significance of the Brocket Hall estate or of other heritage assets of special 

interest in Lemsford; then it is likely that this additional land could be 

developed without any additional harm to the historic environment in and 

around Symondshyde. 

 

1.8. Providing that expansion of the site does not compromise the amended policy 

wording agreed with Historic England in the Statement of Common Ground 

(SOCG) 2017, then we agree with the Council that there is the potential to 

expand the site in a south-easterly direction. Historic England will provide 

further feedback at the masterplanning and planning application stages of the 

development process.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


