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Background  

EX201A and EX202A provide the opinion of the Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (WHBC)’s barrister on the 

approach to the exceptional circumstances for Green Belt land release, and that neither the 2012NPPF nor 

planning law (with reference to the Calverton Judgement (21 April 2015) (EX26) and the Compton Judgement 

(4.12.19) (EX175)) require a sequential approach to be taken.  The Inspector has invited comments on the 

Council’s findings as well as any relevant points made in subsequent Green belt judgements.  

These representations, submitted by Wood for HCC specifically relate to their interests on the 167-hectare 

(ha) Enfield Chase estate, east of Potters Bar (HELAA reference PB1).   

HCC’s response 

Whilst the legal opinion in EX201A and EX202A relate to Birchall Garden Suburb and Symondshyde 

respectively the policy and legal basis for exceptional circumstances as a planning judgement is well-

established.  This is relevant not only to the Birchall and Symondshyde sites but in the review of Green Belt 

land across WHBC’s plan area, including the release of other Green Belt sites to meet the FOAHN.    

HCC supports the case for exceptional circumstances to help meet the FOAHN, support economic growth 

and address other local priorities as part of a positively prepared plan.  The need for additional housing sites 

to meet the FOAHN was established by the Inspector at the outset of the local plan examination (EX39, 

December 2017), with the Inspector’s Interim Report (EX212), published 16th October 2020, providing WHBC 

with the option to propose additional housing sites with accompanying evidence by 30th November 2020 

(IR134).   

It is within this context that HCC is in discussions with WHBC and other stakeholders regarding the potential 

of its landholding east of Potters Bar (PB1 Enfield Chase) given its ability to deliver new market and 

affordable homes, helping contribute to the FOAHN.  There is a deliverable, suitable and available 

opportunity which can not only meet local housing needs but support sustainable patterns of development 

(2012 NPPF84), improve the quality of and accessibility to the remaining Green Belt (2019 NPPF138 & 141) 

and can secure wider benefits, including investment in or improvements to nearby community facilities.       

Should this site be taken forward by WHBC and proposed for allocation as part of the examination process 

HCC would be keen to provide the Inspector with further details on this important opportunity at the 

appropriate time.    

David Fovargue, MRTPI (Technical Director, Wood plc) 
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Copyright and non-disclosure notice 

The contents and layout of this report are subject to copyright owned by Wood (© Wood Group UK Limited 2020) save to the extent 

that copyright has been legally assigned by us to another party or is used by Wood under licence. To the extent that we own the 

copyright in this report, it may not be copied or used without our prior written agreement for any purpose other than the purpose 

indicated in this report. The methodology (if any) contained in this report is provided to you in confidence and must not be disclosed or 

copied to third parties without the prior written agreement of Wood. Disclosure of that information may constitute an actionable breach 

of confidence or may otherwise prejudice our commercial interests. Any third party who obtains access to this report by any means will, 

in any event, be subject to the Third Party Disclaimer set out below. 

Third party disclaimer  

Any disclosure of this report to a third party is subject to this disclaimer. The report was prepared by Wood at the instruction of, and for 

use by, our client named on the front of the report. It does not in any way constitute advice to any third party who is able to access it by 

any means. Wood excludes to the fullest extent lawfully permitted all liability whatsoever for any loss or damage howsoever arising from 

reliance on the contents of this report. We do not however exclude our liability (if any) for personal injury or death resulting from our 

negligence, for fraud or any other matter in relation to which we cannot legally exclude liability.   

Management systems 

This document has been produced by Wood Group UK Limited in full compliance with our management systems, which have been 

certified to ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and ISO 45001 by Lloyd's Register. 

 

 


