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26th October 2020 
 
 
Louise St John Howe 
Programme Officer 
PO Services 
PO Box 10965 
Sudbury 
CO10 3BF 
 
 
Dear Louise 
 
Response to the consultation on the Counsel’s advice note on the sequential approach to site 
selection 
 
We write on behalf of Hill Residential Ltd and the Royal Veterinary College with regards the consultation 
on Wayne Beglan QC’s advice on whether the NPPF 2012 requires a sequential approach to site selection 
(EX202A).  
 
We concur with the advice in that note that: 
 
“…it is open to a plan making authority, in exercising their planning judgment, to decide that an important 
factor is “the overall distribution of development, and the scope for other uses to be provided for along with 
sustainable infrastructure” [72]. Those are plainly factors that have influenced the Council here.” . (para 7 
of EX202A). 
 
It is also clear that in exercising that judgement that the LPA must do so with the objective of contributing 
to the achievement of sustainable development as required by section 39(2) of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
 
The NPPF sets out that “The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of 
sustainable development” (para.6).  It also sets out that policies for sustainable development require: 
 

 supporting the transition to a low carbon future; (para. 17) 

 actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest possible use of public transport, walking and 
cycling, and focus significant development in locations which are or can be made sustainable;(17) 

 Transport policies have an important role to play in facilitating sustainable development (29) 

 Encouragement should be given to solutions which support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 
and reduce congestion. In preparing Local Plans, local planning authorities should therefore support 
a pattern of development which, where reasonable to do so, facilitates the use of sustainable modes 
of transport. (30) 

 Local planning authorities should ensure that their assessment of and strategies for housing, 
employment and other uses are integrated (158) 

 When drawing up or reviewing Green Belt boundaries local planning authorities should take account 
of the need to promote sustainable patterns of development. They should consider the consequences 
for sustainable development of channelling development towards urban areas inside the Green Belt 
boundary, towards towns and villages inset within the Green Belt or towards locations beyond the 
outer Green Belt boundary. (84) 

 When defining boundaries, local planning authorities should: 

 ensure consistency with the Local Plan strategy for meeting identified requirements for 
sustainable development (85) 
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It is clear therefore that having determined that a review of the Green Belt is required to meet 
development needs, that the plan should deliver sustainable development in accordance with the 
policies of the NPPF and the plan needs to be consistent with its own strategy in order that it can be 
concluded, as per Calverton, that the approach is rational. 

Yours sincerely 

Colin Campbell 
Head of Planning 
colincampbell@hill.co.uk 
07714 739085 
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