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Welwyn Hatfield Local Plan Examination 

Response to Consultation on Matter 4, Objectively Assessed Need (EX203 and 

EX203A) Submitted by Paul Barron, 

28th October 2020 

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) took over responsibility for preparing the household 
projections and published their 2018-based household projections in 2020.  

Relevant guidance in the national Planning Practice Guidance on Housing and Economic Needs 
Assessment (Paragraph:016, Reference ID: 2a-016-201502271) advises that:  

The government’s official population and household projections are generally updated every 2 
years to take account of the latest demographic trends.  

Wherever possible, local needs assessments should be informed by the latest available 
information. The National Planning Policy Framework is clear that Local Plans should be kept 
up to date. A meaningful change in the housing situation should be considered in this context, 
but this does not automatically mean that housing assessments are rendered outdated every 
time new projections are issued. 

In EX190, Mr Middleton asked whether or not the publication of the 2018-based household 
projections represented a meaningful change in the housing situation. 

The submitted Local Plan was based on 2014-based projections.  The 2014-based and 2018-based 
projections for Welwyn Hatfield are shown below over the revised plan period. 

2014-based Projections 2018-based Projections 

Welwyn Hatfield households 2016 47,239 46,991 

Welwyn Hatfield households 2036 59,857 52,158 

Projected increase over plan period 12,618 5,167 

Delta -7,451
Source: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/2014-based-household-projections-detailed-data-for-modelling-and-analytical-purposes 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationprojections/datasets/householdprojectionsforengland

The above table shows there are 7,451 fewer projected households if the 2018-based projections 
are used.  This is a significant difference from the 2014-based projections and clearly represents a 
‘meaningful change in the housing situation’.  The revised and latest available information in the ONS 
2018-based household projections should therefore be used for this Local Plan.  

The Turley analysis (EX203A) suggests that the OAN will increase from 12,000 (for the original 19 
year plan period) to 14,300 (for the revised 20 year period).  Although there are still adjustments 
required to the baseline figures above, given the latest available information indicates a significant 
reduction in household projections, the Turley analysis is obviously flawed and should be 
disregarded entirely. 

It is obvious that the 2018-based projections will reduce the FOAHN and by such a significant 
amount that there would be no need for a new village at Symondshyde. 


