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W
e would like your comments on our 
Draft Sports Facility Strategy for 
Welwyn Hatfield. This summary outlines 
the main points and asks a series of 

questions about the issues we have identified. We 
welcome the views of local sports clubs, organisations 
and others with an interest in the development of 
opportunities for sports and fitness in the borough.

Following initial consultation with sports clubs 
last year, the Council is working with Sport England, 
Hertfordshire Sports Partnership, Welwyn Hatfield’s 
Sport and Physical Activity Alliance (WHSPAA) and 
local sports providers to prepare this strategy.  With the 
help of consultants we have produced an assessment 
of indoor and outdoor sports facility needs at the 
current time and up to 2026.  

This summary deals with each facility type in turn 
and provides a broad assessment of current supply 
and demand, quality and initial club feedback. 

A possible level of future provision is then discussed 
and a range of strategy issues and options are identified.  
A full copy of the draft assessment is available online at:  

www.welhat.gov.uk/sports
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We would appreciate your contribution as follows: 
n  Have we included all the facilities present in the district, 

and is our initial assessment accurate? 
n  Do you have any comments on the issues identified? 
n  Are there any other issues that you think should 

be addressed?

Comments can be made using the questionnaire available 
on the website www.welhat.gov.uk/sports. Alternatively, 
call 01707 357174 and the questionnaire will be sent 
out to you. Following this consultation we will use your 
feedback to finalise a strategy for the development and 
delivery of sports facilities over the next 15 years. 

Why do We need a strategy?
The purpose of the Sports Facility Strategy is to provide a 
framework for the development of high quality, accessible 
sports and physical activity facilities up to 2026. 

It will set the context for decisions about the priority and 
delivery of local sports facilities. Key aims are to raise the 
profile of sport in the borough, provide strategic direction 
to partners, increase access and participation in sporting 
activities and to maximise the long-term sporting benefits 
of the 2012 Olympics. 

the overall vision for the Facilities strategy is: to 
work with our partners to plan, provide and maintain 
a network of high quality, accessible community and 
specialist sporting facilities to meet the needs of 
Welwyn hatfield residents today and in the future. 
To achieve the vision the following objectives have been 
agreed:-

n  Increase and sustain participation, through 
appropriate facility provision for increased activity and 
identified priority groups

n  Create opportunities for young people and provide 
wider value to local communities e.g. through 
development of community sports hubs

n  Facilitate improved health and quality of life, for those 
living in and working in, or visiting Welwyn Hatfield, as 
well as those who will live there in the future

n  Contribute to social cohesion, and enjoyment, 
particularly in areas of economic and social deprivation

n  Facilitate with our partners high performance and 
training and seamless pathways to achieve potential 
e.g. through specialist centres of national/ regional 
importance

n  Bring economic benefit to the borough
n  Deliver facility provision through innovative, strong 

and long term partnerships
n  Maximise available resources for investment and 

development of provision

n  Be supported by strong coaching and appropriate 
support services and programming

n  Inform the development of sports facilities on school 
sites through the Building Schools for the Future 
programme (BSF)

n  Inform the provision of new facilities in areas of 
housing growth through the Local Development 
Framework (LDF)

n  identify potential funding sources and provide robust 
evidence to support bids for funding and obtaining 
developer contributions through the planning process

n  Have facilities that are sustainable and manageable.

hoW did We do it?
The draft strategy has been developed using the  
following methods:

n  Desk-based assessments - using a range of 
Sport England tools to assess the quantity and 
accessibility of local sports facilities.

n  Club consultation - Initial feedback from a 
questionnaire sent out to clubs in the autumn of 
2009 about club requirements and local facilities.

n  Quality audit- assessments of the quality of 
existing sports facilities in the borough.  

If you missed the chance to give us your views in the 
earlier consultation, now is the opportunity to comment 
before the document is finalised. 

deFinitions/assumptions
A number of assumptions have been made in this 
document, the most significant being the likely level of 
future population. The strategy runs to 2026, so that 
it will be in line with the timescale of the Council’s key 
planning document, the Core Strategy.  Population 
assumptions used are taken from Office of National 
Statistics (ONS) data:

n  Current, 2008–108,300: 
 ons mid-year population estimates, 2008.

n  Future, 2026–134,600: 
 ons 2006 population projections. 

Secondly, to take into account potential growth in specific 
sports and activities, we have included participation 
increases when looking at future provision. A 16% increase 
has been incorporated into playing pitch provision for 
2026, reflecting advice from the relevant governing 
bodies. This information was not available for other sports 
so 10% has been used as a standard increase.
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“Key aims are to raise 
the profile of sport in 
the borough, provide 
strategic direction 
to partners, increase 
access and participation 
in sporting activities”
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A main sports hall is defined as the primary multi-sport 
hall on a site, with at least one badminton court.

overall ConClusions 

Current provision
n  There are 13 sites in Welwyn Hatfield with a main 

sports hall, accessible to the community and some 
also have ancillary halls. 

n  A number of these halls have less than 3 courts 
and are therefore not suitable for a full range of 
activities.

n  If only halls with 3 courts or more are included and 
an allowance is made for school halls not in secured 
community use, there are only 33.5 courts available 
to the community, the equivalent of about 8.5 full 
size (4-court) halls. This is equivalent to 1 4-court 
hall per 13,000 people.

Quantity 
n  The Sport England tools indicate that there is 

currently enough demand within the borough for 8 
4-court halls.  

n  There is significant import of demand to sports 
halls in the borough, mainly because of the 
availability of good facilities on the edge of the 
borough dragging in usage from neighbouring 
local authority areas.

n  Demand from the wider catchment could therefore 
be the equivalent to 12 4-court sports halls.

n  Clubs have stated that the lack of large sports 
halls with 4 courts or more means they struggle to 
increase membership due to lack of facility space.

n  Schools have stated there is a lack of access to 4 
court sports halls.

n  Some of the sports halls are operating close to 
capacity in the south of the borough and additional 
space could therefore be considered, either on 
these sites by increasing capacity, or refurbishment, 
or by improving community access to other halls 
on nearby school sites.  

n  Most of the current demand is met so there is no 
need for new provision at present for this reason 
alone. However, there is some feedback that more 
4 court sports halls are needed.

SPORTS HALLS
aCCessibility
n  Many of these halls are located on school and 

education sites therefore may not offer full 
community access at all times.

n  Clubs have stated that there is poor accessibility to 
good quality indoor sports hall space in the north 
of the borough including Welwyn Garden City.

n  Clubs have identified the cost of local sports halls 
as a barrier.

n  Residents of Welwyn Garden City have acceptable 
access to halls in the borough by car, but there are 
no local 4-court facilities within walking distance of 
residents in the north of the town. 

n  A facility in the north of Welwyn Garden City could 
therefore be justified.

Quality
n  The quality of many of the sports halls is excellent, 

however some of the school halls have only scored 
a good to average. Therefore there is a need to 
ensure that these facilities are improved.

n  Those halls that have scored excellent however will 
need investment by 2026 to ensure they remain 
useable.

Future provision
Based on the current level of provision above, the 
following future requirement should be planned for:

2026 - population 134,600, current 
participation levels: total need for 10.5 
halls, so a need for an additional two 
4-court sports halls.

2026 -  population 134,600, 10% 
participation increase: total need for 11.5 
halls, so a need for an additional three 
4-court sports halls.



6www.welhat.gov.uk/sports

issues 

1.  have you any comments on 
the conclusions made in the 
assessment?

2.  do the current number,  
distribution and size  
of sports halls meet your 
club/recreational  
requirements?

3.  do you agree that  
accessibility is a problem in 
the north of Welwyn garden 
City; if so, where is the best 
location for new provision?

4.  overall quality is considered 
to be good, but the strategy 
extends to 2026 when all fa-
cilities will be 15 years older.  
Will existing sports halls still 
be fit for purpose by then?

5.  school sports halls offer a 
good opportunity for  
community use. many 
schools give good community 
access to their sports halls, 
but there are still some who 
do not. how do we improve 
community access to school 
halls in the evening and  
at weekends?

6.  the bsF programme of 
school improvement offers 
some possible assistance to 
new sports hall provision in 
the future, and school  
provision in new development 
areas offers opportunities  
for new facilities.  are schools 
the best future locations  
for sports halls for  
community use?   
if all secondary schools have 
a 4 court sports hall, which is  
available for public use, 
should they be developed 
with a different specialist 
facility for particular sports 
in order to improve provision 
across the borough? 

   if so what specialist facilities 
are needed and could be  
supported in the borough? 

“Many of these halls are located 
on school and education sites 
therefore may not offer full 
community access at all times”
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overall ConClusions 

Current provision
n  There are 9 swimming pools in Welwyn Hatfield at 

6 sites.  This includes 3 learner/trainer/diving pools.
n  However, Hatfield Swim Centre (7 lanes) and 

Hertfordshire Sports Village (8 lanes) are the only 
pools available for unrestricted public use.

n  If an allowance is made for the pools not fully 
accessible to the community, there is 1626m2 of 
water space in the borough, which is the equivalent 
to 7 4-lane 25m pools . This amounts to 1 4-lane 
pool per 15,000 people. 

Quantity assessment
n  The Sport England tools indicate that there is 

currently enough demand within the borough for 
1100m2 of water space (equivalent to 5 4-lane 
pools). Therefore, the current pool provision meets 
local demand.

n  Additional pools cannot be justified at present to 
meet overall demand. 

aCCessibility assessment
n  However, some residents of Welwyn Garden City 

are unable to access an unrestricted public pool 
within 10 minutes.

n  Everyone in the borough is within 20 minutes drive 
of a swimming pool.

n  A demand for some swimming space (at least a 
25m pool) within Welwyn Garden City has been 
identified not only from the Sports Clubs that were 
consulted but also by the residents of the town itself.  

Quality 
n  The quality of swimming pools is generally good, 

although by 2026 investment will be needed to 
improve the attractiveness of the pools.

n  Feedback from clubs and schools highlights 
concern about lighting at Hatfield Swim Centre 
and the quality of the changing rooms at Monks 
Walk swimming pool. 

Future provision
Based on the current level of provision above, the 
following future requirement should be planned for:

2026 - population 134,600, current 
participation levels: total need for 2013m2 
of water, the equivalent of 9 4-lane pools. 
so need an additional 387m2 of water 
or approximately 7 more lanes with full 
community access.

2026 - population 134,600, 10% 
participation increase: total need for 
2215m2 of water, the equivalent of 10 
4-lane pools.  so need an additional 
589m2 of water or approximately 10 more 
lanes with full community access. 

If more of the existing pools had full community access 
there would not be a need for additional water space. 
Therefore, any opportunities to make school facilities 
more accessible to the community will be considered. 
If a new pool is provided it should be located in Welwyn 
Garden City to help address demand in 2026. The 
costs of running a pool are very expensive and public 
funding is likely to be very restricted over forthcoming 
years given the current economic climate. Any new 
provision will need to be considered in the context 
of the viability of the public pools in Hatfield. It is 
important to consider how facilities can be delivered, 
but also how they will be managed and maintained.

issues 
7.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

8.  taking into account location, size and 
availability, do the existing pools meet 
your demand for recreational swimming, 
teaching and/or club activities?

9.  given the current financial climate, how 
can we best meet local demand in Welwyn 
garden City without compromising the 
viability of existing pools elsewhere? 

10.  What do you think of the quality of the 
existing pools and what improvements 
are needed (if any) to make them fit for 
purpose over the lifetime of the strategy?

11.  in the future, should new provision take 
place alongside new housing areas, or 
should facilities be more centrally located?

SWIMMING POOLS
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“The quality of swimming 
pools is generally good, 
although by 2026 investment 
will be needed to improve the 
attractiveness of the pools”
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overall ConClusions 

Current provision
n  There are 530 stations on 9 sites within Welwyn 

Hatfield.  
n  However, only 6 centres are available for community 

use, either by membership or pay and play, with a 
total of approximately 490 stations. 

n  The current level of provision of facilities available 
to the community is the equivalent of about 1 
50-station centre per 11,000 people.

Quantity
n  Demand from within the borough from the Sport 

England assessment tools suggests a need for 640 
stations.

n  However, facility operators have not identified 
a shortage of stations, and none of the centres 
available to the community are used to capacity.  

n  Provision is broadly in line with national and 
regional averages, though less than the county 
average, which is high. 

n  There is therefore little justification for additional 
health and fitness centres at this stage

aCCessibility
n  Accessibility to centres across the borough is good, 

especially by car. Many residents of the towns are 
also within walking distance of a centre.

Quality
n  The quality of health and fitness is very good across 

the borough, although by 2026 investment will be 
needed to improve attractiveness and ensure the 
centres meet the needs of the community.

Future provision
Based on the current level of provision above, the 
following future requirement should be planned for:

2026 population 134,600, current 
participation levels: total need for 610 
stations, so a need for an additional 120 
stations.

2026 population 134,600, 10% 
participation increase: total need for 670 
stations, so a need for an additional 180 
stations.

issues 
12.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

13.  the assessment has identified that the 
borough is below the county average. 
however, facility providers have not found 
there is a demand, do the existing health and 
fitness centres meet your demand?

14.  are centres accessible to all sections of the 
population, such as young people, senior 
residents or those with a disability?

15.  the scale and size of new health and fitness 
centres will be determined by demand, and 
the need to make other provision sustainable.  
therefore, a new facility is only likely to 
be built if it is economically viable and 
sustainable to do so as part of other provision 
e.g. in conjunction with a new sports hall, 
swimming pool or synthetic turf pitch (stp).  
is this a good approach? 

16.  the optimum size of health and fitness 
centres may depend on a range of factors, 
and there is no ideal number of stations per 
centre.  do you agree?

HEALTH AND 
FITNESS CENTRES
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issues 
17.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

18.  there is currently a small shortfall of 
facilities, however indoor bowls is a very 
specialist facility and does not easily 
allow other sporting usage. is it feasible 
to combine additional bowls provision in 
the future with other new sports facility 
development on a joint site?

19.  in the future, there is a projected increase 
in demand. the current club is well placed 
in the borough and people are willing to 
travel.  is any additional provision best 
located in conjunction with the existing 
centre, or could a smaller centre (say 4-5 
rinks) be viably provided on its own in 
another part of the borough?  

20.  overall quality is considered to be good, 
but the strategy extends to 2026 when 
the current facility will be 15 years older.  
Will the existing indoor rink still be fit for 
purpose by then?

overall ConClusions 

Current provision
n  There is one indoor bowls centre in the borough 

with 4 rinks, it is centrally located in the borough 
and open for membership by the community.

Quantity  
n  Existing provision for indoor bowls in the borough 

generally equates with the county and national 
average, but is much lower than the regional 
average, which reflects the higher participation 
rates in bowls in parts of the Eastern region.

n  Therefore, current provision is slightly below the 
demand required.

n  Local clubs have stated that since the closure of 
the large indoor centre at Gosling there is now a 
shortfall of indoor bowls within the borough. 

n  It is reasonable to conclude therefore that the 
provision of two additional rinks might be justified in 
the short term.  This proposed level of provision is the 
equivalent of 1 6-rink centre per 110,000 people.

aCCessibility
n  Overall the accessibility to indoor bowls in good, 

especially as there are a number of other centres 
outside the borough, but within a 30-minute drive.

Quality
n  The current quality is good, although investment 

will be needed to improve provision to 2026.

Future provision
Based on current level of provision above, the following 
future requirement should be planned for:

2026 population 134,600, current 
participation levels: total need for 7.5 
rinks, so need an additional 3.5 rinks.

2026 population 134,600, 10% 
participation increase: total need for 8.5 
rinks, so need an additional 4.5 rinks.

INDOOR bOWLS
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overall ConClusions 

Current provision 
n  There are 28 indoor courts in the borough on 4 sites.
n  Gosling Sports Park hosts the largest indoor centre 

on one site in the country and is an international 
high performance centre. 

Quantity
n  It is most unlikely that further provision can be 

justified at the current time unless specific to the 
development of a wider excellence programme.  

aCCessibility
n  In addition to the current facilities there are a 

further 11 centres within a 30 minute drive.  The 
whole population lives within a 20-minute drive of 
indoor tennis.

Quality
n  The quality of most of the centres is excellent 

however club feedback suggests there are surface 
and lighting problems at Welwyn Tennis Club. 
In addition some investment will be required to 
ensure the facilities are still attractive up to 2026.

Future provision
On the basis of the current levels of provision above, it 
is unlikely that additional indoor tennis will be required 
up to 2026. However due to the quality and status 
of the current facilities, special cases could be made 
to develop additional facilities or improve existing 
facilities as part of a wider excellence programme.

INDOOR 
TENNIS 

issues 
21.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

22.  do current facilities (in terms of access, 
size and playing surfaces) meet your club 
and/or recreational requirements?

23.  if additional indoor tennis provision is 
required, where should this be located  
and why?

24.  overall quality is considered to be good, 
but the strategy extends to 2026 when all 
facilities will be 15 years older.  Will the 
existing courts and/or sites still be fit for 
purpose by then?

“Due to the quality and status of the current 
facilities, special cases could be made to develop 
additional facilities or improve existing facilities 
as part of a wider excellence programme”
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overall ConClusions 

Current provision
n  There are 130 playing pitches (125 grass and 5 artificial 

synthetic turf pitches) available to the community at 
35 sites.  

n  These pitches are managed by a range of different 
organisations including sports clubs, schools/university, 
parish councils and leisure trusts. Welwyn Hatfield 
Borough Council’s pitches are run by Finesse Leisure 
Trust.

n  There is currently 1 sports pitch per 830 people.

Quantity assessment
n  Sport England’s Playing Pitch Model (PPM) suggests 

the total number of pitches in the borough is currently 
sufficient to meet local demand.

n  However, the PPM indicates there is potentially a need 
for 1 cricket pitch in Hatfield and 6 more junior football 
pitches in Welwyn Garden City and/or Hatfield.  In 
addition, initial feedback from clubs highlight a current 
need for more training facilities and 1 or 2 new rugby 
pitches, a lacrosse pitch and a cricket pitch.

n  The PPM identifies a number of un-used senior 
football pitches in the borough, particularly in Welwyn 
Garden City. However, as none of the senior football 
teams responded to the initial club consultation, more 
information is needed from clubs and facilities to 
understand if pitches are fully available in practice.  For 
example, pitches may be used by junior teams, block 
booked or protected by ground staff.

n  There are no pitches available in Hatfield with features 
(such as stands and floodlights) that would allow a 
senior local club to move up the football pyramid. 

aCCessibility
n  Accessibility to playing pitches is very good as most 

residents are within 15 minutes walk.
n  This is not the case in areas of northern Hatfield, south 

Hatfield, central Welwyn Garden City, west Brookmans 
Park, north Cuffley, north Digswell and Oaklands and 
Mardley Heath. However, residents are still only a 10 
minute drive to their nearest pitch. 

Quality
n  Generally the quality of pitches in the borough is good, 

with only 8% rated as average or below. Some pitches 
have surface or drainage problems, primarily because 

they are over-used. 
n  The quality of the changing rooms is lower, issues 

include poor quality toilets and showers, a lack of 
separate facilities for men and woman and poor 
security.

Future provision 
Based on the findings of the playing pitch model and 
initial club feedback, the following total pitch requirements 
should be planned for:

2026 population 134,600, 
16% participation increase:

n  13 x junior football pitches, predominately in Welwyn 
Garden City and Hatfield

n  1 x mini football pitch in Hatfield
n  2 x senior football pitch in Hatfield (1 with space for 

stands, fencing etc)
n  3 x senior cricket pitches (1 in Welwyn Garden City and 

2 in Hatfield)
n  3 x lacrosse pitches (although need could be partly 

accommodated on 2 new STPs if they are marked for 
competitive lacrosse)

n  2 x rugby pitches
n  6 x junior rugby pitches (although if current practice 

continues can be met by playing on 2 new senior 
pitches)

n  1 x hockey sand-based STP

This equates to a need for 31 pitches to meet local 
demand by 2026. It may be that some of the additional 
pitch requirements could be delivered by re-marking 
un-used pitches (particularly senior football pitches). 
However, this will not be clear until more information is 
gathered during this consultation about the availability 
of senior football pitches in practice.  

SPORTS PITCHES 

 “Sport England’s Playing 
Pitch Model (PPM) 
suggests the total number 
of pitches in the borough is 
currently sufficient to meet 
local demand”
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issues 
25.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

26.  in your experience are there un-used senior 
football pitches available on a saturday 
afternoon or sunday morning? if they are 
unavailable please explain where and why.

27.  is local provision of playing pitches 
important (within 15 minutes walk) or is 
more strategic provision acceptable?

28.  is changing room quality an issue and if so 
how can it be improved?

29.  in the current financial climate, what is the 
best way of funding new provision?

30.  is adequate provision made for all sections 
of the sporting community, including 
young people, women and girls, people 
with disabilities?
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An STP is an artificial pitch with a minimum dimension of 
75 x 45 metres.

overall ConClusions 

Current provision
n  There are 5 floodlit STPs in the borough. Three are 

sand based and 2 are 3rd generation synthetic grass 
pitches.

n  All are located on education sites, but are also used by 
the local community for matches and training.

Quantity assessment 
n  The Sport England assessments suggest current 

provision meets Football Association (FA) 
guidelines.

n  People from outside the borough also use the 
pitches, so some are considered at capacity.  But, 
generally demand is met overall. 

n  However, there is identified demand for one 
additional 3rd generation STP for football training 
and other uses including competitive lacrosse.  
At present there is therefore justification for 1 
additional STP in the borough.

n  Taking into account the import of demand 
from outside the borough, which is likely to be 
readdressed if additional pitches are provided in 
adjacent districts, the desirable level of provision is 
1 pitch per 20,000 people.

aCCessibility assessment 
n  All residents live within a reasonable 20 minute 

drive of an STP.
n  However, the pitches are located in Hatfield or the 

south of the borough, so consideration should be 
given to additional provision in Welwyn Garden 
City or the northern villages.

Quality assessment
n  Generally the STPs are very high quality, but one 

of the pitches scored slightly lower due to a lack 
of changing facilities and poor line markings. 
However, there will also be issues of quality by 
2026, and consideration will need to be given to 
this in the future

Future provision
On the basis of the recommended level of provision above, 
the following future requirement should be planned for:

2026 - population 134,600, current 
participation levels: total need for up to 7 
pitches, so an additional 2 stps. 

2026 - population 134,600, 10% 
participation increase, need for up to 8 
pitches, so an additional 3 stps.

These calculations also assume that all pitches remain 
available to the wider community because they are 
currently all located on education sites.

issues 
31.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

32.  additional pitches are justified in the future.  
Where are the best locations for these and 
should additional facilities be located on 
school/university sites or at ‘public’ facilities?

33.  is there likely to be a demand in the future 
for stps specifically for 5 a-side football, and 
should these be accommodated in addition 
to the requirements identified?

34.  While quality is generally considered good at 
present, the plan projects need to 2026 when 
all facilities will be significantly older.  there is 
the possibility that new school building under 
the bsF programme will include provision for 
an stp.  most of the recent lottery funded or 
Football Foundation funded facilities have a 
*sinking fund . should arrangements be made 
for a sinking fund to allow replacement of the 
surface after say 10 years. is this approach 
agreed?

35.  should new provision take place alongside 
new housing areas, or should facilities be 
more centrally located?

SYNTHETIC TURF 
PITCHES (STPs)

* A sinking fund is a sum of money set aside to build up and pay for major 
works or refurbishment of existing facilities in this case.
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“Generally the STPs are 
very high quality, but 

one of the pitches scored 
slightly lower due to a 

lack of changing facilities 
and poor line markings”
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overall ConClusions 

Hard courts include multi-use games areas (MUGA) 
and tennis courts. A MUGA is defined as an artificial 
pitch that is smaller than the minimum STP dimensions 
(75x 45 metres), used for more than one sport. 

Current provision
n  There are 7 floodlit multi-use games areas (FMUGA) 

in the borough, equivalent to approximately 1 for 
every 15,000 people in the borough. 

n  The courts are used for netball, tennis, 5-a-side 
football and training.

n  In addition there are 7 artificial small-sided football 
pitches at Gosling Sports Park, which are not used 
for other sports.

n  There are 69 specific outdoor tennis courts in 
Welwyn Hatfield, which equates to 1 court for every 
1,600 people.

n  Queenswood School and Gosling Sports Park are 
high performance tennis centres.

Quantity assessment
n  The clubs identified a need for more mid-week 

training facilities.
n  Provision of high performance tennis is very good, 

particularly as indoor tennis is now preferred.
n  Hertfordshire Lawn Tennis Association aim to 

increase recreational tennis in the county.

aCCessibility
n  There are a number of areas without easy access 

to a FMUGA, particularly in Welwyn Garden City 
and the villages.

n  Access to recreational tennis courts could be 
increased in Brookmans Park and parts of Hatfield 
and Welwyn Garden City.

Quality
n  All the FMUGAs are excellent quality
n  The clubs and larger facilities for competitive tennis 

are very high quality.  The local recreational tennis 
courts are generally of a lower standard

HARD COURTS

issues 
36. have you any comments on the conclusions  
 made in the assessment?

37.  is there a need for more local provision 
of Fmugas and recreational tennis 
courts in certain areas of the borough?

38.  in the current financial climate, how best 
can quality improvements to recreational 
courts be funded? 

Future provision
n  To increase local access, 14 floodlit MUGAs are 

required by 2026.
n  On the basis of the current tennis provision, it is 

unlikely that there will be a need for more high 
performance tennis courts by 2026. To increase 
provision of recreational tennis, 7 new courts will 
be required in the areas without current provision.
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“There are 69 specific 
outdoor tennis courts in 
Welwyn Hatfield, which 

equates to 1 court for 
every 1,600 people”
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overall ConClusions

Current provision 
n  There is one athletics track in the borough with 

6 lanes.  

Quantity 
n  Athletics provision in the borough is better than the 

average, and most residents of the borough can 
gain access to the track within a reasonable drive.

n  Competitions are constrained because the 
track only has 6 lanes which is not ideal as most 
competitions are held on 8 lane tracks.

aCCessibility 
n  The track is centrally situated and access on foot 

is also reasonable.    There is little justification in 
further provision for athletics at present, although 
as athletics is primarily a club-based sport, any 
local sports development factors would need to be 
considered.  

Quality
n  The current track is surrounded by a cycle track and 

has a football pitch in the middle. However there is 
no evidence from research taken place so far that 
this has an adverse effect on the track.

ATHLETIC TRACKS 
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issues 
39.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

40.  is the existing 6 lane athletic track 
(surrounded by a cycle track and includes  
a football pitch in the centre) suitable?  

41.  there appears to be a potential 
justification for an 8-lane track certainly 
in the future to bring local provision up 
to competition standards.  should this 
be provided in a new location elsewhere 
in the borough, possibly on a school 
site or in conjunction with new housing 
developments. Would it be preferable and 
is it feasible to redevelop the existing track 
at gosling?

42.  if a new track in Welwyn hatfield cannot 
be justified on the basis of an identified 
local demand, could a smaller facility be 
provided in another part of the district to 
improve accessibility overall e.g. J track 
or training track?  Would a school site be 
the best location for such a facility as a 
supplement to the existing track?

Future provision
Based on the current level of provision above, the 
following future requirement should be planned for:

2026 population 134,600, current 
participation levels: need for 7 lanes, an 
additional 1 lane.

2026 population 134,600, 10% 
participation increase: need for 8 lanes, 
an additional 2 lanes.

www.welhat.gov.uk/sports
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issues 
43.  have you any comments on the conclusions 

made in the assessment?

44.  Where should any future provision be made?

overall ConClusions

Current provision 
n  There is one 460m banked velodrome 

at Gosling Sports Park used by Welwyn 
Wheelers Cycling Club.  

Quantity, aCCessibility and Quality
n  Although there are no Sport England tools 

available for analysing velodrome provision, 
the club are broadly happy with the current 
facility and funding arrangements.

n  However, they do highlight a need for an 
indoor facility for winter training and a 
closed road circuit which could be used for 
cycle racing and leisure cycling. 

CYCLING VELODROME 

OUTDOOR bOWLS
overall ConClusions

Current provision
n  There are 7 clubs based in Welwyn Hatfield, with 8 

bowling greens.
n  On this basis there is 1 bowling green for every 

14,000 people.

Quantity and aCCessibility assessment
n  Club feedback suggests the current level of 

provision is adequate.
n  Existing bowling greens are well distributed across 

the borough.

Quality
n   The quality of bowling greens is generally excellent.

Future provision
Based on the current level of provision above, the 
following future requirement should be planned for:

2026 - population 134,600, current 
participation levels: total need for 10 
bowling greens, so an additional 2 greens. 

2026 - population 134,600, 10% 
participation increase: total need for 11 
bowling greens, so an additional 3 greens.

issues 
45. have you any comments on the conclusions  
 made in the assessment?

46.  Where should any future provision be made?
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The County Sports Facilities strategy highlighted a 
number of specialist facilities required in the county 
as follows:

n  Badminton - Refurbishment of existing halls in 
poor condition

n  All new community centres/village halls should 
include 1 or 2 badminton courts with correct hall 
height, lighting and size

n  Competition standard badminton courts
n  Hockey - 2 pitch sites and ancillary facilities
n  Martial Arts/ British Judo - Additional permanent 

mat areas/dojos 
n  Improved boxing facilities
n  Netball - New facilities built to Netball specifications 

with correct run offs
n  Refurbishment of existing sport halls in poor condition
n  Additional outdoor courts and toilets/ changing 

facility required on sites where leagues significantly 

increase in size
n  Rugby Union – Artificial (3rd Generation) training pitch
n  Volleyball - Indoor Halls - minimum size requirement 

is 37m x 28m - in all main population centres i.e. 
over 50,000 population; this level of provision 
should also link into other sports requiring sports 
halls e.g. basketball, netball, handball etc

n  Access to 2 court (netball) halls for competition

issues 
47.  is Welwyn hatfield a good location for 

these or any other countywide specialist 
facilities?

48.  should some or all of these facilities 
be located in Welwyn hatfield, either 
in conjunction with other facility types 
considered above or free standing?

COUNTY SPECIALIST 
FACILITY REQUIREMENTS



How can you comment on the 
Draft Sports Facility Strategy

There are a number of ways you can comment on the document

n	 Online	through	the	consultation	portal	on	our	website	www.welhat.gov.uk/sports.
n	 In	writing	using	a	response	form.		Send	to:	Youth	and	Sport	Partnerships,	
	 Welwyn	Hatfield	Borough	Council,	The	Campus,	Welwyn	Garden	City,	AL8	6AE.
n	 By	emailing	a	response	form	to	sport@welhat.gov.uk.

The deadline for comments is Friday 20th August 2010.

We	can	provide	this	document	in	different	formats	or	give	other	assistance	where	needed.		
Please	call:	01707 357000	or	email:	contact-whc@welhat.gov.uk.
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