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2 Introduction to the Site
2.1

High View was built in the 1950’s to serve the new Hatfield communities of
South Hatfield and Oxlease that were created as part of the planned new town
development. The centre originally comprised nineteen shops, St John’s church
and a community building that consisted of a public house, a large hall with a
stage, a child welfare clinic and a café (see Figure 3).

Figure 3 Site Plan
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2.2

Locally the centre is known by a variety of different names including ‘High View’,
the ‘South Hatfield Shopping Centre’, ‘Hilltop’ and the ‘Hilltop shops’. However,
for the purpose of this document we are producing the ‘High View SPD’.

2.3

High View neighbourhood centre, as its name suggests, is located at the top
of a hill. The centre covers an area of approximately 4 hectares (10 acres) and
is bounded by Bishops Rise to the west and Northdown Road to the south.

2.4

Since High View was built there has been very little physical change in the area,
and today the centre comprises twenty-one retail units providing convenience
shopping and services for the local community; a large central area of paved
open space; a grassed area of Urban Open Land to the front of St Johns Church,
which is a Grade II listed building, and a key landmark at High View; the Harrier
Pub and associated function room; workshops/garages; a number of car parks;
and the Jim McDonald Community Centre. The community that High View
serves has however changed significantly over this time, primarily due to the
growth of the University of Hertfordshire in Hatfield, and the location of the
university campus between College Lane and Bishop’s Rise in South Hatfield.

2.5

The site is currently in multiple ownership, with Welwyn Hatfield Borough
Council, St Johns Church, and McMullen and Son all owning land at High View
(see Figure 4). Further to this, there is also a substantial amount of highways
land at High View, shown in yellow on the plan. Here, whilst this land is
managed by Hertfordshire County Council, the subsoil is owned by Welwyn
Hatfield Borough Council.
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Figure 4 Land Ownership Plan
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